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MIGHTY HUNTER?

Just a quickie to say: Great first issue of
On The Side. Here's our latest club QSL.
Mick Marks

c/» Coronation House, Tolcame,

Newquay, TR7 2NQ

President
ol the

Anglo American Magna Carla
International Sidebanders

WE QSL 100%

DIRECTORS WANTED

Some time ago we wrote to CB Magazine
concerning the new DXing group, Cobra
Unit UK. We would like to now up-date
the last information. The unit has now
been successfully established for 15
months, and now feel through enquiries
about the unit from other areas of the
country that we would be prepared to
accept directors for Cobra Unit UK in
areas outside the Merseyside district.

Of course, as the unit members only
operate Cobra 148 GTL DX transceivers,
and insist upon good operating procedure
and proven ability the prospective direc-
tors must be able to fill the above
requirements. Applications to the Secret-
ary PO Box 5, Moreton, Wirral, Mersey-
side L46 9SA.

We would like to thank all those who
wished the unit well in the past. Keep up
the good work.

C. McCormick, Secretary,
Cobra Unit

PO Box 5,

Moreton, Wirral,
Merseyside L46 SSA.
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HOW ABOUT SCB — SENIOR
CITIZEN BAND?

After a lifetime spent in the ‘‘Wireless'
from its inception, with a Post Office
Experimental Licence around 1922, and
professionally since 1928 to 1971, |
should be kicking up the daisies, but have
settled for being registered blind, but with
a little sight left.

Mildly interested in the development of
CB, | picked up a copy of your May issue
of On The Side, my first magazine on the
subject. Afirstrig (secondhand) should be
ready in a week or so since the vendor is
scrounging help from fellow CBers to
help install it for me, probably gratis; he
says they are like that!

Seriously, a couple of months ago |
taped a short article as a contribution to
the ""Eastbourne Talking Newspaper'’ for
the blind, and | enclosed a transcript for
your interest, for who knows, it might
provide a pointer for future development.
{See page 13.—Ed.}

One comment | would add. If manufac-
turers would like to tap the Senior CB
market, then let them produce an inex-
pensive mains model without the need
for separate power units to adapt mobile
models. They did it for radios and cas-
sette players, so why not? Then On The
Side, with ten times the present sales,
could cut its price to 20p! Ha ha ha. ..

J. Stan Johnson
Eastbourne, East Sussex.
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All shapes and sizes, some specially
printed, and some home brewed. Thanks
for your great QSL, Alan.—Ed.






MORE ON 934!

Where are the rigs? Yes, that's right,
those 934MHz we all see pictures of at
exhibitions, in magazines and newspap-
ers. Has anybody got one? | think that the
Reftec and the Grandstand must be the
most photographed rigs in the world, but |
think it's all a big fib to let us think there is
a better form of CB out there some-
where.

Colin Marks G6UNB

Birmingham

More on 934MHz coming soon.
Promise—Ed.

MONITORING THE REGIONS

Re: your feature in On The Side, May 83,
about how to be a monitor. | would like to
take this opportunity to tell your readers
that REACT and THAMES are not the only
emergency monitoring services in the
country. With a lot of hard work we have
formed our own.

My organisation SECON was formed in
Dorset in April 1982. It costs nothing to
become a monitor. Made up of volun-
teers from all walks of life we now have
some sixty monitors covering the area
with other branches in Sussex, the IOW
and Scotland. In Dorchester the
emergency channel is covered 24hrs per
day. During our first year we have handled
over 150 emergency calls ranging from
RTA, aircrash, missing persons and dis-
tress at sea.

Recently we founded and set up the
Dorset Federation of Channel Nine
Monitors with two other networks. The
Federation is unique in this country and
enables us to have two-way radio com-
munications covering the whole of
Dorset in a matter of seconds. The Feder-
ation has been formed with the assis-
tance of our County Chief Emergency
Planning Officer to help the National and
Local Emergency Services in times of
emergency or natural disaster.

We regularly have exercises between
the three member networks that is
SECON, REACT, and THAMES. The
result being that we are now a well-
established and highly regarded
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emergency service called upon by the
local authorities to give two-way radio
security at special events and aiding the
police in their duties.

I hope that other readers will see that it
can be done no matter how small; our aim
to help people in need and possibly save
lives is reward enough.

Bob Oliver,

Public Relations Officer, SECON.
56 Cambridge Road,
Dorchester,

Dorset.

MAG MONITOR

Thank you fora most interesting article on
being a monitor; as a monitor myself |
must admit | get as much fun and enjoy-
ment out of it as | hope the breakers who
come through the bottle neck of the
Comet in Hatfield get.

| try to keep it as light and informative
as possible and although I'm not always
able to answer every breaker who calls
me, | do try! As an old AM monitor, | lost
an awful lot of copies when | went FM,
and when members of the East Coast
Truckers Club missed me | wrote and told
them I'd had to go FM, and they invited
me to the club at Norwich and made me
an honorary member.

| try to get to the meetings at least
every two months, but | have to travel by
train to get there. This way | am able to
meet a lot of the truckers and their seat
covers...

A1 Hatfield is almost as bad as the M1
at times, as we have breakers coming
from all directions, going into or out of
London. Anyway, on May 6th | celebrated
the first year of FM monitoring, and | look
forward to another year of good modula-
tions and hope to send a few breakers on
there way feeling happier and smiling as
they leave ""Patchworks patch’’. So I'll
close this letter and wish you all good luck
with On The Side. It's a super mag that |
can slip into my handbag.

Patchwork,
Hatfield,
Herts.

continued on page 48
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like to see in this magazine '‘a page on people who are busted, eg areas, numbers etc.”
Well, don‘t know about that, as a great many wouldn’t like their names to be spread about
a national magazine, even this one. Mind you, we can see the use it would be to other
readers . . .

Regarding CB's future in this country, Strider says that FM will get easier as the kids
become bored with it, and then both FM and AM should be used more by serious and
well-meaning breakers who are ready to help others. In other words, the “‘plank’’ element
will begin to disperse. On the subject of ham and CB getting together, Strider thinks there
might be possibilities with SSB but no chance with FM and AM channels, at least on the
straight 40. His rigs, incidentally, are a Fidelity 1000FM and President Adams AM/SSB
transceiver, with Thunderpole, and he went in for his CB licence in March 1982.

One thing that comes out with many of the readers’ questionnaires is that they're
genuinely interested and concerned about the current state of, and the future, of citizens’
band. For instance, P. Lanchester of Diss, Norfolk, a straight FM user with a JWR Mk. 2
plus Orator states that in years to come, the by-words will be correct operating techni-
ques, patience with others, and consideration also. Among his reading matter he lists
Citizens Band magazine, and something called Ham Radio Today, or Amateur Radio
magazine.

Buck Cannon of Rotherham plays it safe and ‘‘no comments'’ our question about
which mode he uses, and this 21-year-old miner thinks that CB will prosper, hopefully,
with the introduction of another 40 channels. Another 21-year-old, a student with the
handle Prisoner {wonder why), is another who thinks that ham and CB will get together
inevitably, because CB is a valuable way of getting people into two way radio communica-
tion, and consequently, amateur radio.

"“"Hopefully,” he says, ‘‘we will get better legal wavebands and rigs, twigs etc. Also,
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as the number of elderly, housebound and lonely people in society increase, CB will play
an increasingly important role in keeping them in contact with the rest of the community.*’
Good Stuff, Prisoner, and hope you get out soon.

“Modiitating”” with the other yokels of the village is what Red Rider of Sutton
Coldfield values, while he still thinks that rigs and other equipment will become more
sophisticated and better designed. This, in turn, will help develop CB into what it should
have been all along. Hams will never get together with we CBers, he says, “‘because the
users are of different characters.’”” Well, that’s true, sir.

A seventy-year-old retired forester from Berwick on Tweed doesn’t give us his
handle, although he admits to using AM channels, and for this reason we won’t publish his
name. Like many other readers though, he says that his special interest is helping blind
and disabled people, while also monitoring emergency channels. "I sincerely hope that
amateurs will begin to get together with CBers,”* he adds, and continues that CB could
well develop into a medium that helps lonely people who are isolated and live alone. “‘It's a
boon to folk like myself,” he says.

An unusual, but very interesting possibility is put forward by Unique Lady of Cleve-
land, a 34-year-old married woman whose job is described as a residential social worker.
She says that she sees CB being used in conjunction with TV and local radio stations.
More decisive than most other readers on the ham question, she states: ‘‘Many CBers
will take the RAE (Radio Amateurs Examination), but will then keep their CB rigs for local
modulations.” Interesting.

Red Brick, of Crawley, Sussex, thinks that CB will develop into a "'possibly news,
weather report mode, and possibly a ‘leave-a-message’' channel. How about a recipe
channel?” Romeo Echo (sometimes known as Quebec Alpha One) is 24 years old, and
says he wants to read about how to arrange a Citizens' Transmission Association. Don‘t
quite know what that means, but if RE would like to get in touch by letter, we'll be
interested in his comments. Otherwise, he sees CB developing into an integrated private
radio service in the future. He thinks also that 27-27.6MHz and 29.310-29.7MHz should
be a shared allocation with amateurs, and this sort of arrangement would result in ham
radio enthusiasts and CBers getting together.

Bus Stop of Northolt, Middlesex, thinks that amateurs are anti-CB because of the
"“toilet mouths’* and wallies on channel at the moment. When they get off the air, then
there might be room for co-operation.

518 &738

Kath}

9 Abbotsford Road
Linthorpe
Middlesbdbrough
Cleveland

TS5 5JD
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The RSGB will not
fake over CB

G3GWD says that the RSGB will remain the only credible organisation capable of dealing
with the licensing authority on a national basis.

I have just obtained a copy of your new magazine and am very interested in two articles, in
particular ‘Campaign for Real CB' and ‘Ham & CB — will we ever get together?’

As aradio amateur of over 30 years standing | would like to deal with the second article
first. it would appear that a lot of CB breakers have got a very large chip on the shoulder
about the relationship between the CB fraternity and the RSGB amateur movement. It has
to be put on record that if it were not for the vast amount of commercial ‘black boxes’ now
available at quite low prices CB would never have got off the ground, because anybody
seriously interested in radio communication would have either built their own equipment
{at least the transmitter and possibly the receiver) or possibly modified ex-military or
commercial gear to suit the amateur need.

In so doing, they would most probably have joined RSGB or one of the short wave
listeners societies ie. BSWL or ISWL, and eventually obtained their amateur licence.
In the view of many amateurs, CB operators have ‘short circuited’ the route to satisfactory
radio communication by pretending to be DX operators in the amateur mode with, in the
main, no qualifications whatsoever. | think that if CBers were content to remain as low
power short distance novice operators and keeping strictly within their own allocated

Please deliver On the Side every month.
Published by Knight & Forster, 129 Water Lane, Leeds LS11 9UB

Please complete and hand to your Newsagent

Distribution by Comag Ltd. Tavistock Road, West Drayton, Middx.
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Have yougota
useless knob?

or how to make your “mike gain” actually do something
% by Repairman

Many top-of-the-range CB rigs have a control marked 'mic gain™. However, this control
often seems to be completely useless and what it does in actual fact, s turn down the mic.
And what we all want to do is turn up the output, don't we?

Imagine how nice it would be if you operated your rig with the mic control turned up
only half way, leaving all the extra gain on the control available for DXing.

Well now, it can be done, and all you need is a handful of components, and a little
practice with a soldering iron. The following circuit can be described as a ‘’power mic”
then. However, most “‘power mics” tend to become muffled when they are turned up
fully. The circuit contains a built-in “treble boost'’ to minimise this effect and add clarity to
the modulation.

Fig. 1 shows the circuit for this unit, and with a little care it can be constructed on a
board only two centimetres square, but for most rigs you can make it a lot bigger, and still
fitit all in. All the parts to build this unit should be easily obtained at a "ham’’ radio shop;
you will need four 0.25 watt resistors. When you get these you will find they have
coloured stripes. These tell you how many chms resistance they are. The four resistors
with there colours are as follows:

1000 ohms (brown, black, red, gold)
2200 ohms (red, red, red, gold)
27000 ohms (red, violet, orange, gold)
100,000 ohms (brown, black, yellow, gold)

You also need four capacitors, but these have the values printed on them, so are not
so difficult to identify.

You want:

Two: 0.01 microfarad 25 volt disc ceramic
One: 1 microfarad 35 volt tantalum

One: 22 microfarad 6.3 volt electrolytic

The transistor you want is a BC 109, which is a low noise audio transistor, ideal foruse
in microphone circuitry. The only remaining item is a piece of 0.1 inch type strip board, to
mount the bits on. A piece two centimetres by four centimetres will give you plenty of
room to fit it all on

Betore you begin construction, take a good look inside your rig to see the method
used to mount components. You may notice that there are two ways used for mounting
resistors: either lay them flat on the board, or stand them up on one end. On this circuit all
the resistors are stood up on one end, but it does not matter which way round a resistoris
mounted.
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Two of the capacitors, the 1 microfarad and the 22 microfarad are polarity-sensitive,
and must only be fitted the correct way round. The 1 microfarad has a + mark near one of
its wires, and the 22 microfarad has a — mark near one wire, the remaining two capacitors
can go either way round. The only remaining part is the transistor and this has to be fitted
as shown on fig. 2. Try not to use too much heat from the soldering iron on any of these
parts, as they are easily damaged.

If you have not built anything before, it would be a good idea to buy more stripboard
than you need, and practice soldering bits of wire to your spare board to get the hang of
things.

Now to the construction. Refer to fig. 2 for component placement and for
convenience a grid reference is used for the board, the holes on the board are numbered 1
to 14 from left to right, and vertically A to G from top to bottom. Take the 27000 ohm
resistor, bend the lead at one end right back, so that you have both ends together. Fit the
resistor on the board, between holes D1 and F1. Fit the 2200 ohm resistor in the same
way between holes B2 and C2. Very carefully open the legs on the tantalum capacitor, so
thatit fits between D3 and G3 with the wire marked + at D3. Itis best to grip the leads on
this capacitor close to the body with a pair of long nose pliers or tweezers, and gently bend
the other ends of the wires apart. Any attempt to just bend the wires apart, will probably
crack the capacitor body, so take care.

Now fitthe transistor in holes C5, E5 and D6 with the small lug on the transistor facing
the tantalum capacitor. Fit the 1000 ohm resistor between E7 and F7. Fita 0.01 microfarad
capacitor between A8 and C8. Fit the other 0.01 microfarad capacitor between F9 and
G11. Fitthe remaining 100,000 ohm resistor between B10 and D10, and the remaining 22
microfarad capacitor between E12 and F12 with the wire marked '‘ — "' at F12.

Now all you have to do is fit the completed unit inside your rig, and for this you will
need to know the microphone connections. For a Cybernet rig (an example) the mic live is

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM

| would like to receive a copy of On The Side CB Club Magazine by post and
enclose my personal subscription for the next 12 issues.

12 Issues | enclose
UK. £12.50 Cheques etc. Cheque
Overseas £14.50 | payable to Postal Order
Air Mail £28.00 Knight & Forster | International
Money Order

Please complete below in BLOCK CAPITALS
Name {Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)
Address

Cut out and post to On The Side 129 Water Lane, Leeds LS11 SUB.

30 ON THE SIDE/JULY 1983



pin1, and ground is pin 2. You will find a wire running from pin 1 on the mic socket, to the
connections on the mic gain control. This wire might be “screened”. That s, it mightbe a
smaller version of your coax cable, or it could be an ordinary wire.

Having found the wire from the mic socket to the mic gain control, you will have to cut
it. If it is a screened lead, carefully strip it, and solder both screens to F14. If not, take a
short wire from F14 to the ground connection on your mic socket. Connect the wire that
goes to the mic socket live to G14, and the wire that goes to the mic gain control to A14.

The only remaining connection is power for the board; connect a wire from B14 to a
12 volt point on your rig. If your rig is a mobile type, then the easiest place to pick up 12
volts is on the back of the on/off switch, usually a red wire. If it is a mains rig, look for the
red and black wires going from the power supply board to the main board. The red wire
should be the 12 volt positive, but if you are in any doubt seek qualified help.

The only remaining thing to do is fit your board inside the rig, when you do this make
sure none of the connections on your board touch anything inside the CB rig. If you can’t
find a way to mount the board, try wrapping it in a polythene bag, or even put it in a
matchbox. It may not look very pretty but at least it won't touch anything.

If you have difficulty obtaining the above parts, | understand that Equestrian
Electronics, 3 Llugwy Road, Kinmel Bay, Rhyl, Ciwyd will supply everything for £2
including postage, but only by mail order, no callers please for the above kits.

CIRCUIT DIAGRAM OF POWER MIC
Positive
352200
100.000 E
{ i'm < Output
Input |L {<BC109
01 27000 -
+]22
1000
l. Ground

Fig. 1
' 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 W
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Fig. 2 STRIPBOARD LAYOUT
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Operational .

The clear LED channel display is easy to read in most circumstances. Only when high
intensity lights or direct sunlight hits the front of the equipment does it prove difficult. |
found it took next to no time to find and remember the correct switch position on the
channel change switch for channels 19 and 09, a refinement could be to mark the knob
and put a spot on the front face of the transceiver if you have any difficulties. See page 48.
From 19 and 08 | generally find | count clicks to get any of the other 38 channels available.
The equipment does suffer from bleedover in some circumstances, extending two
channels either side of the selected one. This is a drawback and could be due to the
sensitivity of the set, which seems to be high. There could be some considerable
differences between individual sets on this score.

Both transmission and reception could be affected by the choice of antenna; for the
equipment under survey, the Harrier magnetic base antenna was selected because of its
convenience. For general runningit is fitted to the rear of the boot on the offside of the car.
It is steady at speeds considerably in excess of the legal limit. The makers suggest
100mph but take my word for it when | tell you “and a bit more besides”’. As a base station
the antenna is moved to the car roof. | found difficulty setting the SWR for the antenna;
the directions (provided with the equipment and the SWR meter) suggest that:
"Performance may be peaked by slightly adjusting the length ('/e" to ‘/a"’) using the SWR
meter". | tried, but the antenna is a steel wire held in place with an allen screw at the base.
Try cutting steel wire of that thickness! You will need to use your Bullworker first, and
even then you are more likely to take chips our of the cutting face of the tool. Itis no easier
to cut with a small hacksaw. On reflection | suggest it is better to fitan adjustable twig, but
bear in mind that SWR is affected by frequency. In other words if you set the SWR in
mid-band, say channel 20, the odds are that it will be substantially incorrect at each end.
The antenna is connected to the rear of the transceiver by a SO-239 coaxial connector
accepting a PL259 plug.

The rear of the rig is also the location of DC power socket by means of a two-pin
non-reversible plug which is provided complete with a cable and 2amp in-line fuse and
fuseholder. The external speaker jack accepts a 3.5mm plug and the usual RF attenuator
switch. The equipment, of course, is built within the Home Office specification of
CB 27/81.

Fitting

We fitted the Harrier into an Escort RS2000, a representative vehicle. The rig comes
complete in a box with comprehensive fitting instructions, diagrams and the brackets with
screws. We were delighted to find the only tools required were a drill or something to
make four small holes to accept self-tapping screws, a pair of pliers, screwdriver and
some cable joiners. A bulb or test meter could be useful and the whole job takes less than
an hour. One tip not in the instruction leaflet; locate your power source preferably on the
ignition switch and choose a position that requires you to turn on the ignition. You won't
then leave the set on all night (and all day) when you jump out of the car. Consumption is,
on average, about 1.3amp so it could flatten your battery overnight.

Check the polarity of the supply and your rig to make sure they are compatible.
Disconnect the battery before carrying out any wiring alterations and additions. It can save
you the cost of a new loom! On completion of the wiring, check again with a bulb for
correct functioning of the power supply after reconnecting the battery, but before you
install the equipment. If you have made a mistake it may cost you a fuse or a piece of wire,
but not the rig or loom. Ensure your earth is a good one.

Decide where you are going to fit your antenna. If you intend to make it a permanent
fixture, stick a piece of masking tape in place on the surface where you intend to drill. This
will help prevent skidding your drill across the paintwork. Run the lead through to the
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will need some good skip to goreally long
distance. Providing you have the right
equipment there is no real reason why
you shouldn't make stateside and even
Australia providing conditions are O.K.
Unfortunately you never said what
antenna you are using but regardless of
what sort of make always check your
SWR meter against the rig. As you know,
above 3 and you could blow a rig’s output
transistor. In the near future, Adrian, why
not send me your first QSL from your
QSO's, it will make interesting reading.
Dermot Ryan of 7 Meadow Court, Mul-
lingar, County Westmeath, Ireland, asks
quite simply would | include his address
for people to QSL to as he is coming over
to England later this year and would like to
visit some English QSLers. Over to you.
Colin Matthews of 47, Rickhayes, Win-
canton, Somerset BA9 9BJ sent in his
homemade card asking for comments.
Well Colin, er, what can | say. | suppose
something like, haven’t received a card
like that before would help. You see, | am
dead against homemade QSL cards and
always have felt that making the effort to
have them printed will result in a good
response from people wanting extras.

Perhaps, Colin, you could fill in more of
the card by adding maybe another plane
being shot down and put a Union Jack
somewhere. Also a signature and date on
the back wouldn't go amiss. Anyway, |
have included your card along with this
month’s selection.

Highwayman or Linda Beveridge at 29
Sheardale Drive, Coalsnaughton, By Tilli-
coultry, Clacks., Scotland FK13 6LN
must qualify for the longest address
award. She just wants loads and loads of
QSL'’s sent to her and promises to return
hers on receipt. Linda, could you write
again and explain why you are the High-
wayMAN!! Puzzles me.

Mr. D.J. Lloyd (no relation to my bank)
from Herefordshire wonders why he can
only receive on his Tristar 777 and can't
get back. Well, Dennis, it could have
something to do with where your house
is situated. If you have hills around you,
then your signal will not travel quite so far.
Certainly the GPA27 should have no prob-
lems but perhaps you might consider
switching to a beam antenna. .

Dave, IE08 of PO Box 69, Walsall WS3
2BN just wants everyone to know he is a
100% QSLer and will answer all mail

87TMHz FM

Colin Mattheuws,
47, Rickhayes,
wWincanton,
Somerset BA9 9BJ.

73s & 51's

QSL
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Analysis of a "Bust”

Sam Smeeton, a 19-year-old from Chorley, Lancs, pleaded not guilty to the charge
of using illegal CB gear. This is how he got on in, and out of, court.

Say “nowt” — that’s the message, says Zeppelin.

Many breakers who are in the unfortunate position of finding a summons drop through the
door for illegal use of CB radio, just don‘t know who or where to turn to. The majority of CB
clubs these days seem to be under the impression thata CB club’s role in CB is simply to
try and teach their members how to trip the light fantastic at the local eyeball each week.
The procedure is not hard to understand. Firstly, you should by now (if you have been
reading On The Side) realise that the majority of CBers who end up in court are there
because they said too much in the first place. My friend and colleague Steve Donohue has
pointed this out in the previous issues of On The Side. The message is in broad Lancashire
terms: say “NOWT". | will give you some good advice from the Law Society and the
solicitors with which | work with concerning WT offences.
J. S. Sierzant of Chorley, Lancs, sums it up when replying to Jim Leight, and | can
assure you that statement comes from previous experience in dealing in WT cases.
OK allittle bit about Legal Aid. Firstly itis very difficult to obtain aid for the magistrates
court, so the best and first line of defence is simply go into the mags court and represent
yourself. Sit down and listen to what the prosecution are saying; about what happened on
the day; then at the right time, if you said nowt you should be able to stand and address
the bench saying something like: ““The law in this country is quite precise and itis up
“to the prosecution to prove that the set was installed and that | used it.”” And if you
said nowt there should be no case to answer. If it's more difficult than that don’t admit to
anything, as you should be thinking about the appea! in Crown by then and Legal Aid is
easier to get for Crown. You can always contact myself, or Steve, and we will advise you
to the best of our ability.

LEGAL AID

Have you got a legal problem? Are you putting off going to a solicitor for fear of running up
a huge bill? Even if you're earning the average wage, your chances of getting legal aid are
good, though your savings are taken into account. A list of legal aid firms in your area will
be in your library, town hall or Citizens Advice Bureau. Your solicitor should be able to tell
you straight away whether you qualify for legal aid and assistance, also known as the
green form scheme. He'll ask you for details of your earnings and your wife’s {or
husband'’s) earnings, unless you're living apart or seeking advice on marriage problems,
your tax and national insurance, and an allowance for each dependant will be subtracted
from your gross pay.

if the nett total is less than £40 you'll get free advice and assistance; between £40
and £85, you'll have to contribute something towards the cost of his help; over £85 (or
with savings of more than £600) you won’t be eligible. But even if you're too well off to
make use of the green form, going to a solicitor needn’t cost you a fortune.

For a fixed fee of not more than £5 (including VAT) you can buy up to half an hour of a
solicitor's time — enough to get general advice about your rights or to discover whether
your problem is a legal one, andif so, what can be done about it. The fixed fee is offered by
about 85 percent of legal aid firms, and it's not a means test.

‘HOWIT ALLBEGAN... SAMSMEETON, 19-YEAR-OLD FROM CHORLEY,LANCS —
“ At around lunchtime,.a knock came to the front door and when | went to answer it | found
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Magistrate:
Sam Smeeton:
Magistrate:

’And how do you plead?”’
“Not guilty."”
"Please take a seat Mr Smeeton."

INVESTIGATING OFFICERS QUESTIONED

R. Jampson:

"Would you please tell the court your full name, then tell them what
happened when you visited the home of the accused."

A. D. Clayton {I.0.):"My name is Alan David Clayton, of Moor Lane, Preston. May | refer

Sam Smeeton:
Clayton:
Sam Smeeton:
Clayton:
Sam Smeeton:
Clayton:
Sam Smeeton:
Clayton:
Sam Smeeton:
Clayton:
Sam Smeeton:
Clayton:
Sam Smeeton:
Clayton:
Sam Smeeton:
Clayton:
Sam Smeeton:
Clayton:

to my notes please?’’

*On Thursday 25th November 1982, while carrying out routine duty in
the Chorley area, we visited the premises of the defendant. We
showed our ID cards. We were invited into the lounge and asked to
wait there while Mr. Smeeton went upstairs to tidy up his room. We
were kept waiting for four or five minutes, in which time we believed
the defendant to be possibly removing an AM-type transceiver.
“We were shown upstairs and viewed a legal set that was in accor-
dance with the licence provisions; we asked Smeeton if he had a
licence for the set which he produced. We inspected the licence and
found it to be in order. We also found an AM cardboard box for a Tiger
straight 40 set. | started to ask Smeeton questions.

“What is your full name?"’

”S. C. G. Smeeton.”

“What is your date of birth?"’

"29.9.64.”

"“Is this the only set you have?'’

| used to have an AM set which | sold. | only use this one now.”’
"When did you first get the set?"’

""About 18 months ago."

"When did you last use the set?’’

About three weeks ago."’

*Have you got a callsign?*’

“Yes.”

"What is your callsign?*’

"Sambo."’

"What happened to the set?"

"I sold it.”

“How much for?*

“£20."

| cautioned him and then myself and Mr Philips (the second officer)
left about 12.15pm."

SOLICITOR J. SIERZANT CROSS-QUESTIONS MR CLAYTON

Sierzant:
Clayton:
Sierzant:
Clayton:
Sierzant:
Clayton:
Sierzant:
Clayton:
Sierzant:
Clayton:

""How did you come to visit the house?”’

"We visited the house because of TVI.”

“Yes, but how did you know which house to go to?"

“Because of the distinctive type aerial used by AM stations."’
"Oh, so the aerial is the type that can only be used on AM?"
"Well no. It can be used for both.”

"“So therefore it really can’t be classed as being a distinctive type.”
“Yes, because it doesn't comply: with licencing provisions.”

“But that is not the reason you went there, is it?*’

“No.”
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Sierzant:

Clayton:

Sierzant:

Clayton:

Sierzant:

Clayton:

Sierzant:

Clayton:

Sierzant:

Clayton:

Sierzant:

Clayton:

Sierzant:

Clayton:

Sierzant:

Clayton:

Sierzant:

Clayton:

Sierzant:

Clayton:

Sierzant:

Clayton:

Sierzant:

Clayton:

Sierzant:

Clayton:

Sierzant:

Clayton:

Sierzant:

Clayton:

Sierzant:

Clayton:

Sierzant:

Clayton:

Sierzant:

Clayton:

Sierzant:

Clayton:

Sierzant:

Clayton:

"*So would you agree the aerial could be used also for FM as well as
AM?*

"Yes, | would.”

"Thank you. What did you say when you rang the bell and someone
answered the door?"’

| said good morning. We're from the Radio Investigating Services,
and have come to inspect the CB station. Then | showed my ID card.”
"Tell the court what kind of CB you inspected.”

*'After being made to wait we inspected an FM set.”

“Is this one of the legal ones?"’

“Yes."

’Did you ever see an illegal set?"”

“No we did not.”

’Did you say you went there because of an interference problem?’
Yes."

"What kind of problem was it?"’

“TVIL"”

Tell the court, do FM sets cause interference?"

“Yes."

“Therefore the TVI could have been coming from the FM set.”
llNo.Il

‘But you just said FM sets also cause TVI didn't you?*’

"Yes, but not this type of TVIL."”

*’‘Did you see the TV that was getting the interference?’’

“No. | was told about it."”

*So therefore it was hearsay."

"“Yes."”

"Well | am sorry but we're not here to discuss hearsay. Just proof that
is concrete. Can you prove it?*’

“No | can't.”

| have here the cardboard box they refer to. Mr. Clayton, will you
please examine the box and tell the court if it's the same box."’
"It looks like the same box, but | can’t be sure of it."’

“You can't be sure of it. Have another good look Mr. Clayton.*’
“Yes, | think it's the same box."”

“Does it say, anywhere on that box, anything about it being an AM
transceiver?’’

’No but it does say ‘Tiger 40A’, and the A probably stands for amp-
litude.”

“Is it also possible the A stands for some sort of series or serial for
instance. Do you know that they haven't made a Tiger40B, ora40C?"
"Yes it is possible they could have a made a Tiger 40B or 40C."
“Is it also possible that Tiger 40A is a box for an FM set?"’

"Yes, | suppose that is also possible."’

"And you have no evidence or proof to suggest otherwise?"

No, | have not."

“And you have not even contacted the manufacturers to gain the
necessary proof or evidence."’

“No | have not.”

Siezrant rises to address the court, not wishing to question Mr. Philibs, and submits
that there is no case to answer due to there not being any evidence or proof against his

client.
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