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The Citizens Band radio magazine




Britain's foremost
CB specialists

SPECIAL OFFER!

High performance
Home/Base Station CB
equipment

@ Mini GP ground plane \
antenna, under 6° high, ;
slandsinanyroomor b
lof / }I

® 3-5amp regulaled i

power supply

P1259 cable plugs

ALF0239.95 incuar

We have the largest selection of
high performance CB Base Station
equipment in the UK.

\

® Ten metres of RGS8 coaxial cable and two

CB ACCESSORIES IN STOCK

All leading makes including:

@ K40 Speech processor mike. £32.50
POPULAR MOBILE ANTENNAS ® Amphfied mike with bleep. . . £24.95
@ V27 Fibreglass Whig. From. . . .. £7.95 ® Amplified mobile mike with visor
@ 127 Short version of OV, from. ... £12.50 clip and separate switch, . .. .. £29.95
® K27 43" Disguised pre-tuned Whip. £11.99 @ Headsel mike. . . £34.95
@ Disguised Midlard AM/FM/CB ® Jelephene handsel with c:adlt £18.50
antenna. complete. . ...... ... £22.50
® Retiactable Ak A% /CB. From .~ £159.95 TII_?\PGEA‘II&MI‘EOUS | £4.05
® Electric retractable. .. ... . ... £24.95 5 Coid ;'Ae”‘“ﬁ"" o508
® ‘PAL’ Firestik. choice of colour &. o d s SPEgKer. .
SIZBSFrOM . . oo .. £6.80 Quality SH.R. meler, huge selection

From. ... ....... ... . ... £8.50
BASE ANTENNAS ® Base/Mobile preamp. ... .. ... £12.95
@& Starduster M400 5dB gain base ® 25 watt linear amp (after-burner), . £29.95
anteana. ... ... ... ... £19.95 ® 60 walt linear amp (after-burner). . £55.00
@ Shakespeare Big Stick. . ... ... £26.95 ® 100 watt Bi-linear amp with recewe
® (3PZ27 mini ground plane. . . .. .. £29.95 preamp. .. ... ... £79.00
@ HY-GAIN Silver Rod. ... ... . ... £28.00 @ Tweety Bird, Space Bird, Wail Siren,
@ HY-GAIN Silver Penetrator. . ... .. £35.00 Choo-Choo, Diesel Horn, Space War, CB
MICROPHONES Pinger, etc. ete. . .............. £11.95
® Full range of Turner Mikes, e.g. +2U ® Echo Box with variable reverb. ... £29.95
Power Mike. . ... ............. £19.95 ® ‘Roger Bleep’ — fits toany sel. ... £9.95

£128.9

I ‘ Astro Plane
I AV101
L.ﬁ £44.95
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Itis at present an offence under the
Wireless Telegraphy Acts 1949 to 1967 to
manufacture andfor use Citizens Band
ragio transceivers and such

equipment is not hcensabie for

use in the U.K.

Raclie Cemre LEah

PDL1I §
AV122

4 AV-174
Sigma 1V

avanty antennas |
—

- 4 Moonraker
4AV-140

£168.95

FREE!,

AV=200
Astro Fantom

Buy any Base
Station antenna
from the Avanti CB
range and we will
supply a FREE <
AV-200 on-glass
Astro Fantom.

Worth
£2250

NOW OPEN
SUNDAY
10.30am-2.30pm

All enguiries should
be accompanied by a
6" > 9"s.a.e.

\ .
\\

AV-261M
Mobile Moonraker

£4975

PLUS over 500 quality products in
our retail store. Open 9.30am-7pm, Mon-
Sat. Phone or come and see for yourself
— the best selection of CB accessories in
the London area.

Buy from the specialists!
Al gur retail prces are inclusive of VAT, subject
to avallability and correct at time of going to press.

CITIZENS’ BAND

[

68.95
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337 Kenton Road, Harrow, Middlesex. Tel: 01-907 1106/7.
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Publications Limited, Robert Rogers
House, New Orchard, Poole, Dorset
BH151LU

Editorial and Advertisement Depart-
ments: Breaker, Link House, Dingwall
Avenus, Croydon, Surrey CRO2TA 1el
{01) 686 2599 :

Printed by Severn Valley Press Lim-
itad, Pontygwindy, Gaerphilly, Mid-
Glamorgan.

(8 A LINK HOUSE PUBLICATION

The publishers of BREAKER
would like to make it clear that
CB radio is at present illegal in
this country, whether it be to
manufacture, own, install or use
such equipment, and It Is not
our intention to encourage or
approve of such practices.
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Drifters/downattheclubs.............
Rigs/wherealltheknobshangout. =
Deluge/thisisthewetbit ............. ...54
Scrapbook/presshere.......

Pirates/thewaywewere.........
Drivers/truckin'goodpeople ..




+ RN *

SOUTH COAST CB SUPERSTORE

SAME DAY DESPATCH

simply ring quoting your Barclay/Access no for immediate despatch of the items listed below. Qur Hot Line Tel: 0705 62145

AVANTI

ASTROPHANTOM V2
wave mountson glass
£19.50

MOBILE MOON RAKER
standardmount&’. The
ultimate mobile antenna
£38.50

MOBILE MOON RAKER
mag mount8’ £44.00

SKINNY STICK newmobile
antennaf£13.95

MOBILERACER 4" boot
mountf£24.95

MOBILE RACER 4’
standard mount£24.95

SIGMAIV 27 baseandant
Bdbs £68.95

QUADPDL212dbs
£128.95

MOBILE

ANTENNA

DV27£5.95
DHX27£10.95

DSG27 disguiseant£10.95
TOMACQ 107 3" disguise
ant&splitter£19.95
PACERmagmount£9.95

GPOtypebaseloaded
£12.00

MS 264 4’ disguiseant&
splitter £24.95

K40 deluxe mobile ant
£32.50

FIRESTICK2' &magbase
£19.50

FIRESTICK 3" &maghase
£20.50

FIRESTICK4' &magbase
£21.50

FIRESTICK
ROADRUNNER!twin5' with
base £32.50

RETRACTABLE
MOBILE ANT

CB/FM/AMelectricretr
£37.95

CBonlyelectricretr£27.95
CBonlymanualretr£12.50
CB/FMimanualretr£17.50

BASESTATION
ANT

STARDUSTERGdbs
£24.95

SILVERROD3.8dhs 17’
£29.95

GROUND PLANE Y2wave
£22.95

BOOMERANG mutti
purpose £22.95

WHISKEY indoor/loft
1.7mir£24 .95

WHISKEY Il loft4' £24.95

GROUNDPLANE Vawave
&radials£24.95

MICROPHONES

K40 powermike £32.50
HAMMASTER450base
deluxe powermike£39.50
HAMMASTER 420base
deluxe powermike £29.00
TELEXclearpowermike
£33.00
TURNERROADKING
powermike £39.00
TURNER + 3B power mike
£34.75

TURNERJM + 2/V power
mike £22.95

MODEL 95/328 deluxe
chromebase powermike
£34.95 |
STANDARDMOBILEMIKE
£6.00

SWRMETERS

MOD 420 single meter
£9.80

MOD 75single
meter/matcher£19.95

MOD 78single
meter/matcher/MOD/PWR

- £26.95

SWR27—SWR/FS/PWR
£15.26

LAFAYETTE3way SWR
£13.80

ARISTASWR/PWR£12.95

MISCELLANEOUS

MAINS POWER UNIT 3/5A
13.8vE14.25

MAINS POWER UNIT 5/7A
13.8vE21.50

NFS 1000 carfilterkit
£11.75

RETRMAST3mtr£11.35
RETRMAST 6mtr£20.70
RETRMAST 9mtr£31.05
D.V.magantbase £8.54

FIRESTICKmagantbase
£10.79

D.V.standard antbase
£2.55

FERRITERINGS (hi-fi, TV)
fiter80peach

BRAID BRAKE GPOtype
T.V. 1 filter£5.50each
CX3A3wayantswitch
£7.62

CX2A2wayantswitch
£6.50

40channel CBconverter
£10.25

AM/CBreceiver£34.00

PL259antplugs(1Cina
pack)£6.00

GUARANTEED
SAME DAY
DESPATCH
UPON RECEIPT
OF YOUR
ORDER WITH
CHEQUE

WHOLESALE
DEPT
NOW OPEN

WE DO NOT
STOCK RIGS
UNTIL LEGAL

Shop hours
MON-SAT
9.30-5.30
Closed all
day Wed

189 LONDON ROAD, NORTH END

PORTSMOUTH (0705) 60036
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Channel Three

If'srather hard, atmomentslike
ihis, to preventyourselffrom
indulging in rather pathetic
mutual backslapping, whichisof
novalustoanyone,

Breaker 1was a sellout—
which forthefirstissugofan
experimental magazineisno
meanfeat. ltwas alsothefirst
commerclally produced and
marketed magazinetodealwith a
totallyillegal subject; we broke
severalbatriers.

Broaker2was easier fromthe
legal standpointbutharder from
the producticnside. It sold
amazingly wellalso.

Andherewearewith Breaker
3.We'vegonefroman
experimentalone-offtoa
quarterlhr magazineandthentoca
bl-monthlyinthreeissues andsix
months.

It'sasuccaess storywhichhas
lesstodowiththewonderfulness
ofthe magazinethanitdoeswith
the enthusiasm and incredible
growthofthe CB lobbyinthis
country.

Intwo Years CBhas
showballed from a minority hobby
toalarge-scale subjecttor social
concernand debate with little or
nons ofthe traditional
marketingvspeak(through
advertising promulgated by
financially motivated industQ/}
whichisnormally associated with
therapidboomotfads, crazesor
hobbies. Infact, the popularity of
CBhasbeenprimarily enlarged
byword of mouth—word of
mouthinmany cases
electronically distributed across
theradio spectrum, particularly
those bits ofthe spactrumnot
unadjacentto 27MHz. If you ever
wantad proofthat CBwaorks,
you'veoniytolookamongthe
rapidly swellingranks ofthe
piratestofind confirmationinthe
mostconcretetermsimaginable.

Thesepasttwoyearshave
beenriddled withuncertainty,
doubtand rumour, Uncertainty
aboutwhatwashappeningand
why; doubtaboutthelegal
position—the powers vestadin
who by whomand why; rumour—
CBlegalon 27MHzin April'80;
anhguncemnentabout CBin
September’80; CBwillneverbe
legalaslongasyoulive,and
finally Opsn Channel. Even that
wasonly aproposal andwe’re
now faced with a greaternumber
ofdiverserumeursthan ever
before. Everybody seemstohave
afriendofafriendora
brother/cousin/uncle/spirit/guide
whois onIP/one step awayfrom
the seatof all power whoknows
exactlywhatisgoingtohappen
andwhen. Troubfeisthatallthese
assortedrelatives seemtohave
conflictingnews, and sorting out
thetruefromtheuntrue, the

ossible fromihe impossible, the
ikely fromthe unlikely, has
alwaysbesn adaunting task.

BREAKER

Inallthetimewe've been
concermedwith CB, firstthrough
Custom Carand now Breaker,
we'vetriedigavoidspreading
rumourand false alarm, Two
{(/ears agowewere advocatinga

HF CBfacility inthis country; we
were urging the government of
the daytotakeactionbaforethe
situationgotoutofhand. Atthe
time therewere probably more
illicitrigsinthe UK thanwe knew
about, althoughweputthe
numberatbetween500and
1000. Quick actioncouldhave
savedthe day. Thergwasnone.
The day, we believe, haslong
beenlost. Asradiopuristsitisa
sourceof great sadnesstousthat
we havemissed the moment
when an effective CB service
couldhavebeenintroducedata
VHF frequency. We nowfind
ourselvesobligedtoinformthe

overnmentthat 27MHzisnow
theonlyworkable frequency
whichmaybe ascribedtosucha
service, regardless of whetheror
notitisideal.

Webelievethatthe
governmentis aware ofthis
already. Webellevethatstepsto
authorisetheintroductiono
27MHz CB are alreadyunder
consideration, itnotactuaily
under way.

Andwhenthathappenswe'll
find itimpossiblenottobelieve
thatwe played some smallpartin
achievingthis. Togetherwith
others—somewell-known,
someworkingunseen butjustas
tirelessly—whohavedonethe
real work and forwhose effortsit
hasbesnourpleasure andour
privilegeto play the part of
mouthpiece.

Tothatendthisissueof
Breakeris dedicated. Alittle bitof
history, alittle bitof 1told youso’®
and alittlebitof adviceto
everybodyonhowtomakethe
bestof27MHz. Seeyouontheair.

Guessing

Youmightfind, asyouflip through
the pages of thismagazine, that
there are anumberofthings
which seemtobeof asomewhat
practicalnature. Somethings
which youmightfind useful ityou
wereplanningonusinga CBrigor
settingupabase station. Say.

There's argasonforthat, which
is nottotally unconnected with the
factthatittakesthree monthsto
gatamagazinelikethistogether.
Whichmeansthatwehavetotry
andguessahead.

Ourcurrentguess, basedonall
theinformationwe can gather,
leads ustobelisvethatbythetime
thisissue hits the streets HMG will
havemade animpcrantand
definitive announcementon CB.
Webelievethatthis
announcementwill havemade
CBlegalinJanuary. Wefurther
believe thatthe frequencyin
guestionismorethan likelytobe
27MHz. Possiblyitmightbe the
41MHzBandOne TV requencr
which many people are currently
suggestingistoCBwhatthe
cavity magnetronwastoRobert
Watson-Watt, butwethink 27
morelikely.

lfwe'rewrongofcourse, you'll
haveto putthis[ssue of Breakerin
thecoldstorefor alittlelonger.
Soonerorlater, though, itwill
standyouingood, er, wossname.
Stead.

TURNER



Open Channel Radio

Limited

62 Gwydir Street: Cambridge: Tel: (0223) 315554; 316126; Mon-Fri; 9-4:30
Telex: 81396 (Burnev G)

RETAIL PRICE LIST

Competitor Price Our Price

QCR10 £38.00

OCR115 £25.00
ANTENNAS:
QCR10 Semi-slectric AM/FM/CB with splitter box and

switch, SPECIAL OFFER £24.50
OCR115 AM/FM/CB Manual Retractable with splitter box
and connections, SPECIALOFFER £15.95

Avanti Sigma IV Basse, ModelAV1 74 £55.95
Avanti AstroPlane. Model AV101 £43.95
Harrada Semi-elactricwith splitter (TX10 £28.50
Harrada Fully Disquised AM/FM/C éTU1 3) £13.50
Valor Fully Disquised AM/FM/CB(313) £18.95
ACCESSORIES:
LA100 100 Watt BiLinear Power Booster £85.00
LM500 Quick Release Slid Mount £4.25
PM1 Power Microphona withbattery £10.95
PA1 PA Speaker/builtinsiron £15.95
V81 Extension speaker, clipson visor £4.95
SN Extension speaker, underdash £5.95

£24.50 AM/FM/CB Eleciric Ant with spiitfter box and switch
£15.95 AM/FM/CB Manual retractable antenna with splitter box

SWR157 Quality SWR/FS Omnimeter £13.50
SWR159 Quality SWR/FS Meter & Matcher £19.95
JCH 3" Jumper Cordwith PL259 £2.50
FILTERS:

CB252 | Arista SuppressorKit £2.95
Calos7 Hotline [\fr)aisefiller £2.95
CB29s Arista TVI Filter £4.50
CM527 Channel Master TVIfiiter £4.50
Mlsc Products:

5§81 StealStopper ComputorizedCarStart £31.00
AP4G0 4 Watt Autopage Atarm System with pager £65.00
TRSH Language Translator with mains adapter, felt

lined carry case and free language module.
SPECIAL £59.95

SPECIAL OFFER WITH PURCHASE QOVER £100., FREE 23
Channel CB Converter

PLEASE NOTE THAT ABOVE PRICE LIST INCLUDES VAT.
Please add £2. for postage and handling. Orders over £100.00 postage free.

C.B. RADIO
POSTAL SERVICETO
GREAT BRITAIN

Many makes in stock, Midland, Cobra,
Stalker, President, Craig, etc.

We also cater for quantity buyers

Base Stations up to 360 channeis.

Prices in 40ch. from £59.00 plus
postage.

Phone Pat Murphy,
Dublin 303527
Office Hours (Sat. 12 noon to 3pm)

Send postal order to
Patrick Murphy & Co
2 Gartan Ave, Glasnevin
Dublin 9. Ireland.

Prompt service.

It's Bigger! It's Better!
It's

BREAKERWAY

101, Alexandra Rd., Newport, Gwent.
The CB Centre for Wales and the West

BREAKER




Therules
So. Youwantto make apoint?
Youwanttowriteusaletter?
Easy, justscribbleonabltof
paperand send ltintothe
addressatthefrontofthe
magazine.
Butrememberthatwewon't
publishletters unlessyou put
yourname and addresson
them. Wewon't,forobvious
reasons, printyouraddress,
butwedoneed itIntheflrst
instance. Otherwlse, It'sthe
kIn. Very sorryIndeed, but
}herte itls. Or,insomecases,
an’t.

Biblebreaker.

DearBreaker,
Atthetenderageof 16, and
havingjusteyetalledyour
fabulous magazine, [have
decidedthat CBisthethingfor
me, Surelylhe advantagesofa
citizens' band outweigh the few
disadvantages {whichiadmit
thereare). lamconvincedthat CB
could proveiiselfusefulinmany
cases, forinstance, thefire
servicestrike of acouple of years
agowhenCB'erscouldhave
provided immediate assistance
wherethefew available
fire-fighting appilances could not.
Anyway, let'ssee CBlegalised
on27MHz cos I'mbaving enough
troublesavingupforarigand|
don'twanttofinditredundantina
ear'stime. lalsointendtowriteto
rs Tonthe subjectand wishyou
other breakers allthe bestinour
fightforCBradio. Two quiawould
befinetogotowards myrigwhen
i'slegal, so 10-4, byebyeandall
that.
Praying Mantis
Merstham, Surrey

(Reiigiousnut, huh?}

Thegreatoutdoors

DearBreaker,

Althoughyou have avalid point
fortheuseof CBasanaidto sither
assist, orpreventcaraccidents, |
feslthatthe pointistoowell
laboured. Thusinstead of being a
powerful aidtothe Immediate
introductionof CB, itbsecomesan
ineffective lament. Could |
thereferedrawyour attentionto
otherareas ofthe communit
whereby the useof CBcouldhave
adirectbearingon savinglives,
andalschslptocutdown
financial costs ofthe appropriate
services.

Thefirstareaof activities would
beintheocutdoorpursuits of rock
climbing, fellwalking and the like
whichtakeplaceinveryremote
areas. CBcould summonhelpto
the exactspotquickly, withthe
minimum of delayandthere
wouldbenoneedtosendalone
persontoget helpwhichcould
takehours.

Forpeoplewhohave aboator
longboatandusetheriversor’

BREAKER

canals, CBcouldprovide
entertainmentandalscanonly
method of summoning the
emergency services. Oneofthe
dangersoncanalsisbeingused
fortarget practice by youths with
alrrifles, Beinginthe country
summioning orinforming the
ﬁolicewould taketoolong. To
ighlightthis situation, a 70ft
longboat moored betwesn
Stourportand Kidderminster
caughtfire atnight. The owners
escaped, buthadtorunamile
along the canatbankintheir
nightelothes to summonhalp.
lamsuretherearslotsofother
sociefies which could getdirect
benefltfromthaintroduction of
CB, bothfrom asafetypaintof
viewandentertainmsntvalue. So
please explore allavenussand
notjustthe motorists, when
ustifyingthecaseforthe
ntroductionofa CBintothis
country.
CAsh
Kiddarminster

(Yas. Wearelooking al these
aspects, andwillba dealing with
themiater— bulit's difficult untit
weknowexactly what HMG are
goingfogiveus.)

Delicacy

DearBreaker,
|congratulateyou onyour
handlingofavery delicate
subject.

lanBowden

Bristal
PS:Whenisthenextissuadue?

(Er, wouldyoubelievenow?)

Pinups

DearBroaker,
|congratulateyouonave
intersstingmagazine, but lhave
onecomplaint, Whymustyou
caterformenonlyiethesexy .
ladiesinthemiddle pages. |
would liketosee ahandsome
maleinthenextissug—please.
Hacin#Beaky'swifs

Cardi

{Hmm. Volunisers, please.}

Bobbybreaker

DearBreaker,
First, damngoodmagazine, pity
it'snotamonthly. Secondly,asa
serving Police Officer, | thought
youmightliketohear froma
pro-CBsmoky. :
Ihavebeenveryinterestedin,
andhavebeenasupporterof CB
foraboutayearnow, as | feel that
the advantagesof such aradio
systemfaroutwelghthe abuses
thatmay come about; afterall,
anypersonswantingtouse CB
asanaidlocommitlingcrimesetc
wouldnotbe botheredwhetherit
waslagalornot.
I'msureiamnottheonlybobby
whosupportsCB, infact, [know
manywhowould operateltnowif

itwerelegal. Many policemen,
like breakers, arewaitingforthe

maglcdaﬁwhenWillie hitelaw

givesusthego-ahead.

Sincereading Breaker2ihave
sentoff my£5subscriptionfora
{Jear's membershiptothe REACT

KSupporters Cluband lhope
many readershavedone
likewise.

Having said my piece, all lcan
addis: Legalise MrWhitelaw —
10-41
Name and address supplied

{Those pointedhatslook like a
goodplacetomountaDVa7. . )

Air-raising
DearBreaker,
Atlast'vegotacopy—of
Breaker 2—almostimpossiblg to
etthefirst. Afterreadingthe
atters fram “fellow good buddies'
and othersnippetsofinfoitoccurs
tomethatalotof peopte who
condemn CBaraunderthe
impressionthatbreakersare
smalldirtymindedlittle
layabouts. lonly wishMaggie T
wouldtaketo theairwaves and
gettomestthebraakers, andsee
thatwe've gotahobby, for wantof
apetterword, thatincorporatesa
cross-sectionofpeoplefromall
walks of life who conduct
themselves overtheairwaves
with seif-imposead rulesthateven
MotherBreakerswouldn'tblush

at.

Thanks foramagthatis about
torepresentmillions.
ThaWitchfinder
Manchester
Chuckleband
Aberdeen

Topscore

DearBreaker,

Giventhe legaipitfallsthat
surroundthepathyoutread|
congratulateyou onyourfirsttwo
issues. Myonlygrouseisthatyou
only appearquarterly—can'tyou
comeoutmonthiy, orfallingthat
everytwomonths?

Asdirectedin Breaker 1lwrole
tomylocalcouncillorwhowasn't
verykeenatall{onedown);my
lacal councilwhodidn'tdeemthe
matterworthy ofareply (two
downzl; my local MP, MrRichard
Shepherd, whohas sofarwritten
tomethrestimesandalsoto
Timothy Raison MP onmybehalf
(4-2tous). Mrs Thatcherrepiied
saying thaishe was awaitin
commentfromthe Home Office
(4'2-2Y5). MrJack Ashley MP
was sympatheticbutadvised me
tocontactmyownMP {512-24).
MrMFootMPhasn'tasyet
replied (5%-2'%2). David Steal MP

saidinaletterdated 23 October
1980, lhathewasawaiting the
Gresn Paper, though he wasn't
againstCBin princiﬁle solongas

itdidn'tinterfere withexisting
frequencles. Healso sentacopy
of myletterio Clement FreudMP,
Liberal Spokesmanon
Broadcasting (6-3tous).

Ihave alsojoinedthe CBAand
REACT {UK)andevenboughta
copyof CB—Independence, so
afterbuyingastampforthisletter,
|ambrokefMuchasiappreciate
thebenefits of a VHF CB facility |
don'thavemuchfaithinthe HO's
abilitytogetbreakerscurrently
using 27MHztochangerigsand
fre}guencies.

espupthegood work, we'll
makeitoneday—soon?
GreyBeard
WiMidlands

gHor Poop!Breakergoes
i-monthly which, for you
uneducatedtypes, means that
we're out evary othermonth—
November, January, March, May
alc. ..}

Helpthe aged

DearBreaker,

Keep itup—your second edition
isasgood,ifnotbetter, thanthe
first.

Thereis asideio CBwhich
shouldbebroughttoeveryone's
attention, forinstancethe
benefitsfor. eoldergeneration
{inyearsonlyofcourse, notin
hearl?.The otherdaylreada
terribte storyofanoldladyinBath
whofelldown, hurtherself, and
could notmove. She wasnot
foundfor fourdays. lfthislady had
hadahand-heldCBshe could
have summoned help within
minutes, noldays,

One ofthe things my CBclub
would liketodolscollectmonay
tobuyoldage pensionersa
hand-heid set, teachihem howto
uselt, andnotifythelocal REACT
teamthatsuch apensionerlives
intheirarea.

Ahand-held couldbe carried
aroundinthe pocketorclippedto
ajacketquite easily. However |
understandthat 328 MHz
completely cutsouthand-held
setsasthewattageissolowthat
transmissionis extremelylimited
inrange. Afterall, tenmilesisnot
necessary, butatleastoneortwo
milesis,

Mrs Judy Read
Stockwood, Bristol

We are notunaware ofthis sort of

onefitfrom CB. There slillseems
tobeonegroupofpeople who
havesofarfalledtospotitthough.
Mostly theycome fromihe
Westminsterareaoftondon. . .)

7




DON’'T BE A 101
TURKEY,COMET

[

85 ASH HILL ROAD
ASH, Nr. ALDERSHOT
HANTS GU12 5DN
Tel: (0252) 318141

If you want to see the finest selection of C.B. accessories at
the keenest prices, come and see us.
10.30-6.00 Mon.-Sat. (closed Wed.)

Toomany goodiesto listhere—if we haven't gotitwe will try

to obtain it for you., DELm
F&E Y AN ELPFU !
IENDL DH L SERVICE ELECTRONICS

7is TEL: 590 2240

nsdgENc-’;gf THEFINESTC.B. AGCESSORIES
SHOP INEAST LONDONAND ESSEX
OFFERS * SPECIALOFFER *

............................................................ £9.95 D.V.27 @%£6.95

K27 antenna
R N e £7.50 BY PERSONALLY PRESENTING THIS VOUCHERAT
T, T R L £1.25 QURSHOP. L]
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Smoky signal

DearBreaker,
lwas mostimpressed withissue
No1andwillbearsgularreader.
lfeel thatsome ofthe
arguments againstCBare hardly
valid—forinstance that CB could
beusedtowarndriversof police
speed {raps. Recently lwas
talkingto aMetropolitan Police
trafficpatrotman whoreckons
thatmotorists are already using
very effective methods ofwarning
eachother. And anyway, he said,
theyarenotouttheretosee how
many driversthey canbookinan
hour, justto keepthetrafficdown
toasafespeedandif CBhelps
thenwellandgoaod.
Sothersitis—straightfromthe
hear's mouth.
Piggy AT
London

(Ifyou'veeverdrivenatruck for
anylengthoftime you'llalready
knowthat CBisonlyamora
sophisticatedwayofholding a
conversationthanwe'vehad
before.)

Toolate

DrearBreaker,
Thanksforalivelymagazinewith
plenty ofinteresting artictes.
Thanks alsofor the pin-upwhich
nowlooks downonmy
work-banch; lhopethiswillbea
regularfeature.

Asanelectronics man | fully
endorseyourideaofusingthe
41.5MHz slottor future CB,

rlicularly as harmonic
interference lands justright
whereitshouldn'tbother VHF
radio. Unfortunately, [canonly
achothewords ofsome
elactronics magazines which say
thatalreadyitis TOOLATE.
27MHz Isnow firmly established
with somewherebetween70Q 000
and 250 000 operators, with
moretocomeeveryweek, Like
mice breeding, every new
breakerintroduces atieasttwo
more newones.

Everytimethere's aswoop, the
band simply goesdeadforawhile
andthenit’'sbusiness asusual!

Anyway, thanks again and
10-10fornow.

Shytaiker

{(Wehavelosaythatweare
forcedtoagree. The time for
sensible action by HMG haslon
sincepassed. 27 ishaeretostay.

Rightandwrong

Dear Breaker,
Althoughlenjoy your excellent
magazine lmustcommenion
someoftheletters publishedin
issugNo 1.

First, itseemsto methatwe,
the CB fraternity, cannotagree
among ourseives which
frequencywould bestserveus. If
wearelogetCBlegalisedinthe
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shortest possible time we must
ALLuniteunderonebanner.

Clearly we mustfacethe fact
that27MHz is a non-starter. We
allknowthatthere are Xamount
otiliegal setsin Britainandno
doubt peoplewiththose sets will
beloathtochangetoanew
frequency. However, anyone
witha27MHz setisbreaking the
law.

FactMNo2:27MHzis subjectto
horrendous amounts of skip, so
why gofor something thatls
sub-standard? Likewisewedo
notwanttoget stuck with
anythingaround 900MHz, do
wa?Solet'sallunitefor232MHz.
it'sacleanfrequencyand
unused.

Sorry Confederate and
Qddball(issusNeo 1) butwe will
neverses 27MHz legalinBritain,
ttseams 232MHzis the only way
togo, solet'sdoittogether.

‘dalsoliketourge peopieto
write thoseletters. I've writtenio
Mrs Thatcher, MrGallaghan, Mr
Steele, MrWhitelaw, my MP
AngusMauda and my locatand
county councilsand | got
favourablerepliestoallofthem,
sowrite, letthemknow how you
fesl.

GenerallLee
Warwickshira

{Rightandwrong, General—the
theoryandthe principle are fine,
butthe current governmeni one
percentsuccessraleagainst27
pirates won’timprove if another
frequencyislegalised aswell. Arg
yougoing to make the pirates go
away?)

Germanallies

DearBreaker,
Congratulations onafirsiclass
magazine, the articlesin which
werginterestingand
wall-balanced.Thaveplacedan
orderfor Breakerfromalocal -
bookshop andlook forwardto
reading subsequentissues.
Tomymindtha question of
frequency allacationinthe UKis
the mostfundamental atthe
moment. Asamemberofthe CBA
tendorse James Bryant's views.
However, Ifeelthe government
arebeingunrealisticin
suggesting afraquency of
928MHz. lithisisthe alternative
thatthe presentillegal CB'ersare
tobegiventhen, let'sfaceit,
they’rejustgoingloignore it Who
inhisrightmind wouldwantto
giveupalfairlycheap piece of
eguipmentwith areasonable
range, andthe odd chance of
shooting skip, for asetcosting
fiveor sixtimes as much, withan
almostworthlessrange?
Weallknowthatthe most
popularuseofCBis
mobile-mehile, yetthe Green
Paper Annex 12, whichgives
theoretical ranges atdifferent
frequencies omits ko mention this
typeof operation. Isthisbecause

itwould beless than worthwhite?
ltisinteresting to note thatthe
same controvers isbein%
discussedinthe German CB
magazines. Althoughwe have 12
channelson27MHz (US
Channels4-15)here,and a

| furthertenchannglstobe

licensedfrom 1 January 1981 (so
27MHz can'tbethoughtioobadin
officialcircles) itisknownthat the
W German Post Officeis
contemplaiinga CBserviceinthe
900MHz rangeinthe nextfew
gears.Theopinion among
reakers hereisthatthere willbe
thousands of'Schwarz-funkers’
(pirates) whowill stick with
7MHz.
Solet'sallgetourpensand
aperoutandletthe Home Office
nowour views. Thecatand
mouse gamehasgeneontoo
long. Let'shaveairequency
whichwlllcommandrespect, and
hopefully avoidthe situation
which aroseincountries fike
Australia.
AndyMcCielland
Berlin
PS:lcanendorseyourarticle
about policebeingfessthan
enthusiasticabout puflingin
illegal CB'ers. Althoughlleftm
riginGermanywhen [returnedic
Englandthis summer, |drove
around SE England for six weeks
with agutter-mounted 'Firestik’
anthecarandrmyhandle and
frequency displayedontherear
window. lwasnotstoppedonce.
twasinterestingtosee how
manydrivers, however, flashed
theirlights and heidd up mikes.

Sticky subject
DearBreaker,
lamoneofCB'sgreatest
supporters,sol, likeevery other
enthusiastinthe UKboughtthe
first Breaker. | was extremely
disappointedioreadthatthe next
issuewould notbe until after
Christmas.|wasalso
disappointedicdiscover, despite
whatitsaidonthecover,no
slickerinside myissue.
However, Ithinkitisagood
ldeatogive stickersbecaussit
means that peoplewithoutrigs
willbeabletomeetother CB
enthusiasts without breaking the
|law bytransmitting.
Bubblegummer
Perthshire, Scotland

memm. Wa'vehadafewletters
tke this about the stickerin
Breaker 1. Seemsthatquitea
few disappearedbetweenprint
andnewsagent. Sorrytohave to
saythis, buttherearenomore. |
haven’tevengotone, We'liseeil
wacangetareprintdoneina
futureissue.)

Yourwish....

DearBraaker,
Pleaseprintalistof QSLclubsin
rourmagazinewhich Ithinkis
antastic. Keep upthe good wark.
A Crulckshawks

Fife

{Mike Newbold does his bit for
QSL thismonthonpage 38.)

Channelinformation

DearBreaker,
Would Itbe possible to printalist
in Breakorofwhichchannelsare
used forwhat (Hailing, SSB, etc)
around Britain, and possibly
Eurcpe, toassist newcomersto
CBlike myself?

Trifficmag.
Derek Young
London

(Troubleis, welivain London.
Don'tgetoutand abouttoo much.
Butifpeoplelivinginothertowns
andcitiesdroppedusaline....)

Modelsupport

DearBreaker,
Afewlinesfromaradio-control
modellerwhohasbeenlistening
toCBforabouttwoyearsona
27MHz monitor (don'tallRC
modellers} | flypower and glider
aircraft, sailmarbtehead racin
achts, andraceelectriccars.
ave beenshotdownonce by CB
fordefinite, fourof us heardhim
breakingonmymonitorasthe
plane descendedrapidlytoterra
firma{andveryfirmitwastoo}.
Butlamstillinfavourof CB, even
on27MHz. However, iwould like
tosaymytuppenceworth.

1 CBandotherinterferenceie
fire, police, hamsetconlyreally
cause dangertoaircraft(apainin
thenecktocarsandsailing boats,
butnodanger).

2 Themostcommoncauseof
interferenceinadiscreet survey |
carried out atmy threeclubs
were:(a) Radio control toys'
which sometimes have avery
broadcarrierwave andare
fromabout£10 upwards
available from Woolies, Tandys
etc. (Wehatethefewweeksatter
Christmas.); (b) Spuricus signals
fromother RCmodsellers; (c)
Dischargedbatteriesinthe
airbornereceiver (wallyofthe
week); (d)Other R Cmodellers
switc in?to‘test'theirgaar;(e)
QOuriocalhospital paging system
—oncewhileamemberofthe
focalpolicewasilying. Ohdear!
Onlythreetimeshasamodel
crashedinthe pasttwoyearsasa
definite result of CB or minicabs
—it'shardtotellwhich; (f) ltalian
skip, especially atwegkends.

3 The SMAE, MHTF,MAPelc
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are currently having discussions
withHer Majestyregardinga
‘protected’ channel for aireraft
onlyon35MHzwhichitishoped
willbe availableInearly 1981,

4 |hopeHMmakes CBlegal
on27MHzand allows allus
modellerstomove elsewhere;
whichwehavebsen asking for
foratleastfiveyears. Iwillgladly
paythe £20-£60 conversion
priceswhich arebeingquotedto
protectmy £200 worth offlying
Junk, Apartfromavisitfrom
Buzby, breakers donotsutfer
damagetopropertyorbank

balancebyillegallyusing 27MHz.

Beingrealistic, why should

breakersmoveto928MHzor

40MHz orwherever alsejust

because Willie says so,

especiallywithregard to the high
rices beingquotedfor btack
OXES.

About80-85 percentof
modellers |have spokentoagree
withme aboutthisandquite afew
already belongtovariousCB
clubsandcan'twaitforittobe
madelegal.

R CModsiler
Essex

(Andwe thought therewere
aircraftcrashing alloverbecause
ofCBandnothingelse. . . Ifit
helps atafl, lookatpage 13fora
listofthe colour-codes RC
modslers fly ontheir Tx gearto
indicate the frequency they reon.
Thenstayawayorstayo
channel.

Localnews

DearBreaker,
Couldyoupleasetelimewhere
mynearest CBclubis, asnolocal
clubwasmentionedin Breaker
1.Pleasehelp.

CopperlLady

Glasgow

Fullclubround-up onpage 46,

utourinformationis stifithin.
Anyone who canhelp Copper
Lady, letus know. Anyone who
wantstogettheirciubaplug, let
usknowalso.)

Unfair

DearBreaker,
IgottheimpressionthatCBon
27MHzisnctentirely thebest
frequencxto chooseforfuture
legal (we hopel)broadcasting.
Maybeit'snot, butIthinkit's abit
unfair{couldn'tthink of a better
word)onthebreakers, whoare
really the peopfe who have made
alltheheadlinesinthe
newspapers. OK,
they haven'texactly%iven agood
impression ofillegat CB'ers, butit
istheirmoneywhichhasbeen
usedtopurchaserigs, broadcast
and sometimes unfortunately get
prosecuted andinturnmake
these headiines forthe publicto
read.

tthinkit's unfair (thatword
again)thatthe 27MHz users, the

BREAKER

*| jokesontheair. Alotofyoung

peoplewho have brought GBin
GBtoiight, should be punishedby
havingtheirfrequencytaken
away,

Sorrytchavekepton, butit's
justmy opinion. |know 27MHz is
overcrowded already but Ithink
it'sunfalr. . .well, youknowthe
rest.

Look forwardtothe nextissue.
Yellow Beaver
Surrey

(Benicetoagres, butourlawyers
adviseus. . . . Wellyouknowthe
rest.)

Blame

DearBreaker,
Justafewwordsaboutthe new
mag. t'sfab (asperusual,
comparingitto Cusfom Car) and
I'vejustdroppedalinatothe PM
etcin accordance withyour
advice.
Ihavehadarigandusedit, butl
alsorunaradio-controlled model.
| haveexperienced some
interferencefrom CBbutithas
neverbeendangerousastherig
wag about 100festaway. Any
further andtherewasno
interference atall. Allthese other
radic-modellersmust betalking
wossnameorthey musthave
CB'ers sitlingonthegrassnext1o
them.
Mike Mills
Bristo!

gOr somethingotherthan CBisto
lame. Funny how they hardly
everthinkofthat.)

Difference of opinion

DearBreaker,
Like all yourreaders, lamfor
legalising CB or CpenChannatin
the UK, butthere aretoomany
peopleouttharecontinually -
monitoring channels 14andi9. -
Thesetwochannelsare now
beingwalked onbybreakerswho
paynomind andstay aratchet
faw, making themselvesa
nuisanceto any otherbreaker.
Thisisn'tall. Thereisalotof
swearing andtelliing of silty foul

breakersthinkitisafungameand
arespollingitforallthegood
breakers by swearing somuch.
Whyonearthdosomeofthem sit
intheir carsoutsidetheir
home-20talkingtoanother
breakerhalfamileuptheroad
aboutswestfannyadamsetc.
Misuseon27MHzisgoingtoruin
itforeveryone, Thegovernment
isright, 27 magsiswrong; there's
toomuchinterference bothways;
Oddball (issusNo 1) stated that
mostbreakers areinclinedto stay
on27 andbreakthe lawevenifwe
doget Open Channalonanother
wavelength. Well, I'msorrytosay
thatthe majority do notfavour
staying illegal and many petitions

havebeen startadtolegalise OC

onanyfreguencyand with 80 plus
channels, not40with USB/SSB.
Thersisnodoubtaboutit, 27
megsisnotforthe UK.

Letus stay together and fight
forlegal OC, butnoton 27 megs.
Letusinthe UK stayBritishand
lead againinbeing justthatlittle
bitdifferenttotherestoftheworld
ofbreakers.

RedDog

{Wedon'tthink that the question
offraquency allocationhas got

an #mfng fodowithbeing British,
differentoraheadoftherestofthe
world. it'snotevenanythingtodo
withideal solutions any more—
it's practicalities which count
most.}

Beware

DearSir,

The eagerly awaitedissue of
Breakerarrivedonmy doormat
thismorning, but wasdismayed
tofindinitacheapgirlie-type
magazine centrefold.

Whilelappreciate this sortof
materialinits rightplaceasmuch
as anyotherredblooded male, |
donotthinkthataserious CB
magazineisthe righlplace. ltcan
anly helptobring CBinto further
disrepute andgenerate
completelythewrongimageof
the breaker.

The magazingis otherwise first
class and Iwishyoumore power
toyourelbowto keepup the good
workonbehalfof breakers
everywhere.

Incidentally, a breakertoidme
lastweekthatthebearsare
getting heavyinthe Islingtonarea
ofLondonandmakingregular
bustson CB'ers. White L.and
Roversareinvolved, usually
operalinginpairs, and
distinguished by abex enthe roof
and aspecial antennasystem for
this nefarious purpose,

Usual commants apply about
the costio publicfundsand waste
ofvaluablatime ofthose
concerned, butbewarel
Peter Piper
Billericay, Essex

Pushyladies

DearBreaker,
ITwonderifladieshavereafised
whatawonderfulthing the
legalisationoi CBradiccouldbe
tothem?Imagineknowingwhera
alithe moneysavers are, not
havingtoworry aboutany
mechanicalfallure, always
havingaf{riendwhen youneed
one. Whatwiththe big part
womenareplayinginour
liberatedsocietyitwouldbea
goodthingtohavethem
campaigning. Nottomention

whatagoodthingallthenoise
thaywould make could doforthe
CBlobby. Socomeonladies
'push’.

RobertHudson

Huilt

PS: Abrilliantmag, very
informative, nottomention
enjoyable. Oh, bytheway | have
bothissues of Breaker—
surprising whatreadingagood
custormmagand pre-ordering
candoforone's powerof
possession.

Andatthe morentit's stilfthe

estwayto make sureyougeta
copy. Andas fortheladies —
readon ... )

Busybeavers

DearBreaker,
My brother and Ihave just bought
Breakerwhichis very impressive
but. . .one smallpoint.
lamaheaver,theother
breakersex asitwere. Iknowthat
inthe USAthergaren't many
femaletruckersetc, butlet metell
youthatindearold UK we
females are doing our bit for CB
liberation. So how about abitof
coverageforus?

Maybe afew pictures of
scantily cladhandsometruck
drivers? Seriously folks, Iknow
CBtendstobealilllemale
dominated, solet'smake roomfor
thebeaverswhoserve agreater
purposethanjustseatcovers.
Litile Ferrett
Oxfordshire
PS:The Pirate {mybrother) says
nocomment, he’skindoftiedup
atthemoment—tothekitchen
table! -

(Interesting. Had a few letters
from fadybreakergjus!!atefy. Isit
warthstartingaladies paga? You

knowwhattodo.)

Clubscout

Dear Breaker,
Ihavejustspentthe previous 142
hourswriting thelettersyou
suggestedtothelocalcouncil,

overnmentMPs etcetcafter

aving firstread the magfrom
coverlocover. Pretty heavy stuff,
butverygood.

What lwantisaclubnearmeto

%;_ive gveryoneinmyareahslp.

henearestthatlknowolisin

| Lesdswhichisviruallyaciosed

shop. litheraisn'talocal setupl'll
organise one. Anyone interested
canhave myhome-20. Meand
my buddies could sure dowith
somehelp.

RedRover (T Websterreally, but
whatthe heck)

7 Harlow Moor Drive

Harrogale

NYorkshire
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PRINTOUT PROMOTIONS

(B SPECIALISTS

LEADERS IN THE FIELD OF PERSONALISED CB WEAR

SWEATSHIRTS

We use only the best gquality American Sweal-
shirs. individually screen-printed with the
discreet and tasteful standard CB ¥, UK logo
and your own handie. One of our most popular
ines. which look great on both him and her.
Qur shirts are @ must for the C8'erwhowantsto
stand out from the crowd.

SIZES: S, M. L. XL
COLOUR: NAVY, GREY, RED, SKY BLUE.

T-SHIRTS

A supert quality heawwaight T-8hint person-
aiised with the standard CB %, LK logo an
YOUR HANDLE. Throughout our garment rang
we use only screen printing methods, NO
'IRON-ON transters, which means that youl
handle will not disintegrate when woshed o
froned.

4 SIZES: 5 M. L XL
COLOURS: NAWVY, RED. $K¥ BLUE

(B SPECIALISTS

We guorontes daspaich within 14 days of recelpt of your order.
Please con't forget to put full name and address, handle
(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE), colour choice and chest size along
with your ¢cheques or P.O.'s payable fo:

PRINTOUT PROMOTIONS,

CB SPECIALISTS,

DEPT. CB 2,

28a ABINGTON SQUARE

NORTHAMPTON Telephone: (0604) 30804

THE MAIL ORDER PEOPLE YOU CAN TRUST
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BODYWARMERS

MNEW FROM PRINTOUT PROMOTIONS We looked
hard to find @ good quality British-rmade
i@ oxarnpie of this Increasingly popular, fashion-
oble and practicol garment. This Yime your
handle will be printed on ¢ specially designed
cloth badge which wiil ba securaly positioned
In the breast position. Great looks, great value
and ideal for eyeballing on cold winter nights.
SIZES: S M. L XL

COLOURS: BLACK. NAVY, OLIVE GREEN.

We are pleased to have been chosen by some of the countrias
leading Breaker Ciubs including REACT UK. fo handle their
requirements. With this in mind we have produced a 12 page
Maif Order/Trade Catatogus. containing not only garments
but also a large range of other occesseries which are all
available either individually by mail order or with generous
discounts for clubs or trade. Please send SAE. for your copy.

Trade/ Clut enquiries, please phone our C.B. Sales Department
for further detalls.




Geraldsez....

....thatalargeelectronicsfaclory
inthis country—nonames—is
busyturning outradio
transceivers designedtoworkon
27MHz likecrazy.

This normally soberand
reliable persongotreally excited
aboutit.

Questionis—whatcanit
mean?

¥
Gerald'smatesez...
....thathe’'sseencopiesofa
piece of paper which HMGis busy
printing like crazy.

Thisbitof paper, itseems,isa
temporarylicencetooperatea
transmitteron 27MHz. Whatcan
itmean?

And, moretothepoint,isitas
refiable asallthe reports from
Eeoplewho've seen£150Road

und Licences the week before
thebudget? Everyyear?

Wetendnottocirculate
rumour, asarule, butwethought
we'dcirculatethisone. Of allthe
rumourswe’'ve heard about CB,
welike thisone best.

Musica

Therehaverecently beenaspate
of CB-related recordsreleased.
We'velistenedtoacouple. Not
goingtomentionany names.
Wewill pointoutthatthereare
morethan afewrecords released
everywaek, andonlytheveryfew
actually getany airtime, githeron
the Beeborcommercial stations.
Don'tbe surprisedifyoudon't
hearanyofthe CBsongson Top
oftheFiops.
Theuseoftheten-code anda
fewwordsofjargonisn’, onits
own, goingtomake asuccessofa
recordwhich hasn'talso gotwhat
ittakes musically. l{'s a pity. We
hate to seemtobeknocking
anwhinawhich may helpthe
cause;the CBAhave
recemmended thateverybody
buytherecordseveniftheydon't
likethem, simply as another way
of making apublic statement.
Woesornofagree. ltwouldbe
niceifaCBsongwasaNo 1 hit
record. Butlet'sfaceit, even
Convoywasagimmick record —
atiukesuccess storywith
preciouslittle torecommend it
musically. Andwhatwe've heard
sofarhasn'theeninthesame
leagueasCW.
There’snopointin
championingthe cause of
something whichis notasgood
asitcould besimplybecauseit
hasthemagic letters ‘CB'
stampedonit;CBisnota
substandard or second-rate
thing, and CB people aren’t
either. By adopting anything
whichisn'tupto standardinits
ownrightyou'llonly convince
onlookers that youyourself, and
whateveritis you'reconnected
withis second-ratealso.
Nowkillme.

BREAKER

Freeradio

Boughtanew carthe other day.
Pretl&/ dullnews really, but
wandering around the unfamiliar
dialonanewradiocaused the
rediscovery of anold friend;
Radio Jackie still going strong
andstillsoundinggood.

Weknowthereare morethana
few such lllicit music stationsin
the 90MHz area— Jackle,
Thamesids, Invicta, Telstar
South, West Londaon, Fres
London, North Kent, Alpha and
Uptown. Still more are active (like
the others, aimost exclusively on
Sundays)on Short Wave—
around 6200KHzto 6300KHz
and againon 7300 upwards.

Mostofthe stations we've
heardareinthelLondon area,
obviously snough, we livethere
afterall, but surely there mustbe
more....

Tail oftwocities

Fascinating Facts Department
No 1: Statutory Instrument 1968
No61; Radiotelephonic
Transmitters (Control of
Manufacture and Import) does
not appiy inthe Isfe of Man. While
the Wireless Telegraphy Act
prohibitstheuse of any
transmitting equipment without
therelevantlicenceonthelsland
inthesameway asitdoesonthe
mainland, thereisnorestriction
ontheimportof CBrigs.
Conserjuently radioshopsonthe
Isle of Manselithem ogenly.
Paople who buythem haveto
pretendtouse themofcourse,
sincetheydon'twanttobreak any
laws.

Fascinating Facts Department
No2:fyou (orme, oranyonselse
forthatmatier}tookatripioths
IsleofManonholidaycron
businessyouwon'tofficiallybe
leavingthe country. Sowhenyou
come backtothe mainlandbyair
orseayouwon'thavetlopass -
throughanykind of Customs
check. . . .

Fascinating Facis Depariment
No 3:nextissue of Breakermight
beabitlatebecausewse'llallbeon
holiday. Guesswherewe're

going. . ..
Justathought

We'veheardalotofspeculation
aboutOpen Channeland other
VHF frequenciesbeing better
than 27 for variousreasons. Not
leastamongihese reasonshas
beenthepoiiticaiwrangle over
the%ood {orotherwise)that CB
mightbring to our electronlcs
industry. Ifweused afrequency
notalreadyinworld use we could
beattheforeigners atthelrown
gameanddoourownindustrya
wholeheapotgood.

Thisis interesting, butdoesn't
really hold muchwater. Gotakea
look attheradiosinuseintheham
market, ordinary transistors, hi-fi,
televisions. Howmany of them

are British? Notverymany. The
oneswhicharetendtobevery
expensive upmarketjobsandrely
forthelrsales on exclusivity
inducedbytheirhigh prices.

Factoithematieristhatthe
Japanese andthe Americansand
probably almosteverybodyelse,
canbeatuswhenitcomestothis
sortofmass-production; the
questionoffrequencyis
irrelevant.

Model behaviour

Weallknow about modefcontrol
and35MHz. Goodideaandall
that, butithasn'thappensdyet.
Meantimeradio-modellersand
breakers are stillvery muchat
oddswhenitcomestojustwhois
flying whose aircraft. Thegolden
rulehastobetostayoff channel
whenmodsllersareflying—they
havetodoitinaliocatedplaces,
soil's quite easy tofind outwhich
placesinyourareaare
designatedforthe purposeand

st%rawa‘({
‘Otherthanthatmodeliers
colour-codetheirfrequencies
and fly the relevant-colour flag on
theirTxmastasacourtesyto
eachother. lt'sasimple matterto
lookfor the colours and stay oft
those channels, providingyou
knowwhichiswhich. Youmight
findthefoilowin?Iisthe!ps;ifyou
don'tmake anyfriends atleast
youwon'tmake any enemi%sé

Frequency Channel
2

Black-brown 26-975
Brown 26-995
Red-brown 27.025 6
Red 27-045
Orange-red 27-075 10
Orange 27-095
Yellow-orange 27-125 . 14
Yellow 27-145
Green-yellow 27-175 18
Green 27-195
Blue 27-225
Blue-green  27-255 20
Nuisance

Gleanedfromthe MCBRC
wasthenewsthatsomebreakers
inthe Bloxwichareagotontheair
usingthe handle of The Village
Idiot"and gave aphone numberto
arrange eyeball contact,

The Desk Sergeantat
Bloxwichnickturnedouttobe
relativelyunamusedbythismerry
jape,andnowonder. . . .

Publicservice

Somewhileago (Aﬁril, actually)
the MCBRC published an appeal
{olocal breakers from ahospitalin
Dudley. Thiswasthefirst
occasionwe'dheardofwhere
illegal CBtransmissions were
actually provedtobeinterfering

with hospital paging.

Verysensiblythe hospitalhad
contactedthelocalclub, told
themoftheproblemandalsoihe
frequenciestheir pagerswere
using. Theresultwas anappealto
localbreakersto stay off
channeis 25and 26inthe areaof
the hospital atleast.

Seemslike averygoodidea.in
factitseemslikethe sort of
cooperationwhichmakesthe
worldgoround.

Thecorrectcourseofactionis,
ofcourse, toreportinterference
andletthe GPOsoriitout. Since
wa allknowtheycan’tconirol the
situation any longeritmakes
muchmore practical senseforthe
hospitaltodoastheydid.

Despiteourownandolher
people’sefforisto makeiteasyto
getintouchwithCBclubs, we
knowil'sstillnotallthateasy.
We'dbe pleasediohelpifwecan;
publishingschedules are notall
thatrapld, butifyouhave, orknow
of, anyhosphalhaving trouble
withpaging, orevenifyouwantio
ringup andask—letusknowif
andwhenit'shappeningand
whatthe frequencyinvolvedis
andwe'llaskthelocalbreakersto
stayofftherelevantchannels.

Giveaway

Ithaslongbeenthepractice of
Authority toquote figures with
ragardtothenumberofiflicit CB
rigsinthis countrywhichare
significantly atvariance with
thase quoted by otherunofficial
(butnolesswell-informed)
sources. These official
guesstimateshave alwaysbeen
markedly lowerthan everybody
else's.

Obviouslytheyhavean
interestin playingdownihe
extentof public enthusiasmifor
something which theyhave long
beendecrying asanii-socialand
undesirable.

However, the Customs and
Excise AnnualReportiortheyear
1978-80hasjustbeen published.
Buriedamongthefascinating
statistics about drug smuggling,
VAT offences andotherkinds of
importduties andtaxescomesan
entertaining little section on law
enforcemnent, inwhich itis
revealedthatHM Custaoms have,
inthe pastyear, seized 2525
radiotelephonictransmitters
whichthey state were ‘mostly
Cilizens’ Band Radio apparatus’.

Evenifyougivethernas much
astenpercentsuccess{andwe
believethatonly about 14 per
centofimponiedgoods actually
recelve scrutiny atthe point of
entry) then25 000 setsescaped
theireagleeyeinthe lastyear.

Knowing howeasyitisto buy
drugs —anydrugs—thesedays,
we'dbe unwillingto givethem
betterthanonepercentsuccess.
Whichmeans. . ..
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distributors of The North's
sTeriNG - | eading Distributor -

DISGUISED

antennas - of CB accessories!

Also distributors of afull = EIX\QSS & Sl?ckets e Hi%h Riser %% Antenna Matchers
. - % PA Speakers #R.G.58 # Secret Sam
range of Audio, Electronic & 13 Fiiers % Indoor Antenna s Patch Leads
Products and other % CBMonitors % SWR. Meters
i % K40 Microphones
27 MHz equipment. 0 oS
Trade counter Sam-bpm % Scanners

Telephone: 081-737 2587 Telex: 665383 TRADA G
75/77 HAYFIELD ROAD, SALFORD 6 MANCHESTER M6 8QA

TIRADAPARTS €

CB Equipment
Specialists

SUPPLIERS OF COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT

VISIT OUR 274 2usram o*®  vyISIT OUR

NEW SHOP  WALTON ONTHAMES  NEW SHOP

ANTENNAS TEST EQUIPMENT

M284 Disgulse. SA30C Disgulse. Hy-Galn Elscirc Disgulse, Herada SWR-25.-8WR-15, Hansen 50B. Hansen SE. CB1105. JD310. CBM-20.
Electric Disguise. Harada TU11 Disguise. HMP K27 Disguige. CV Test CBT-15. CBT-25. CBM-40. Othera. Dummy Loads.

Secret Antenna. Intenna. DV27, DK27. DX27%. T27; B27. DV27RN. MISCELLANECQUS

DV27HN. Pal Firastlk. Big Momma. Trucker Twins. Base Loaders. Mag PL256/8. PL288/9. Raducers. Femalas. Back to Backs, 50-208 - 3.5mm
Mounta. Sterduster. Magnums. Power Pole. Hy-Galn Base. Dlpoles. jack. Splices. Mike Plugs. RGEB/U. RGB/U. Patch Cablas, Extanslen
Many Cthers. Cables. Mlke Cables. 25 Amp Power Supples. 5§ Amp Power Suppiies.
MICROPHONES Supreaslon Kltse. Suppresslon Parts. Extenslon Speakers. PA Horns.
Turner + 2. Turner + 3. Turner ssk. Magic Mlke, Mura PRX, JMR 40. Others. Linear Ampiiflars to 1000w, RF Pre-Amps etc.

Danzal. Hy-Galn 6811. Telephone Handsets. Motorcycle Sets. Others. |F WE HAVEN'T GOT IT - WE CAN GETIT.

SPECIAL OFFER IF YOU BRING Phans you: oquiremans, Quound J0Uf Aecess 3 Barclyeane mumear
far immediate diapatch. We wlil help with any problems by phane if at alt

THIS ADVERT WITH YOU. DV27 posslble-

i Send a SAE ¢ r CARCLATCARD.
complete £5'75 ne vat & New Coﬂpr:hanslv‘;’&-‘talogue l

10-21 Walton-on-Thames (09322) 47395 9.30- 6.00 Mon. - Sat.

Open Until 8.00pm EFridins.
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Sideband

We've hadafewletters asking for
info onjocal calling channels and
soon, and we'redoing ourbestto
complleascompletealistas
possible— letus knowyours.

Meantime, we've heardthat
sidebanders aroundthe country
seemtobeslowlymoving
towards 16L.SB astheircall
channeland everybody thinksit's
agoodidea, soifyouwanttogo
forasideband setyou'ilknow
wheretolook.

Likewlse we allknowthat AM
usersin Londoncallon 14, while
nearly everywhereelsgthe
truckers’ channelof 19isthe
placetogo.

Twothingscropuphere.One,
weheardawhilebackthat19asa
generalrulewas naughty asfar
ashospitals are concerned. It
wasonly mentioned once or
twice, andwe’re notsosure about
it. Waarereasonaoly certainthat
old habits etcand 19islikelyto
remain thechannel.

Second, 19isthetruckers’
channelinthe US, but
everzbody's overhere. Where
arethetruckers? Dotheywanta
orivatechannel? Whatwould
they useitfor? Woulgitever
repiace headlightsforeveryday
motorway use

Modellerstomove

Moreinfo hotfrom the horses’
wossname which advocates of
27MHz CBrmightbeinterestedto
hear, actually concernsthe
radio-modsilers.

Aftermuchhintingand
messing about, the 35MHz
fraquencyhas atlastbeen made
avatiabletothe R/Ciraternity,
and official announcementson
this, ifnotactually made by the
timethismagazine makesthe
streets, will follow shortly.

Atleastonemajor Brifish
source of R/C equipment hasthis
information fromthe Home Office
andis busy manufacturingto
meetthenew specifications. It
oughtto easethe situation
censiderably, andisamove
whichwillbe greeted by all parties
withsome considerable
pleasure.

Questionis—whereisitall
leadingto?

Help

Yorkshire ﬁolice haverecently {at
the end of November) publicly
and privately acknowledged what
we've allbeen sayingforalong
time;that CB, farfrombaingan
anti-socialhindrance, can
effectively assistthepoliceina
variety ofways.
Inatelevisedappeal,
detectivesengagedonthe
three-year-ald huntforthe
loathsome Yorkshire Ripper
requested mobile breakersto
keaptheireyes openforanything

BREAKER

suspiclousandtousetheirrigsto
summen assistance andinform
thepolice.

Therequesthas naturallybeen
grested withagenuinedesireto
helpandarecenttest
emergency call produced, sowe
hear,about 100 ormore breakers
inthe city centre within minutes.
Ofcourseit's notonly murder
caseswhich could benefitfrom
CB-borne assistance, as Sussex
police have already discovered
whilesearchingforalostbaby.
Maybe someoneshould spread
the word andtellallthe other
police forces.

Goodnews

Regular {ifthree-times canbe
calledregular, thatis) readers of
Breakerwill already havetwigged
thatthetime-lapse between this
issueandthelastis somewhat
lessthanthatiowhichyouwere
goingtogetaccustomed, and
alsosomewhatlessthanlast
time.

Braakerisnow abi-monthly
publication, inrespensetoso
much demandfrom so many
sources. Thatmeansthatitwillbe
available every other month—
nextissueoutin March.

Theincrease inoutputwill
naturally meananincreasein
staffandwillalsomeanthatwe
willhave more roomfor
everybody and everything.

Sofromnowonwe'llbeableto
use more of yourideas and more
of your suggestions(aswell as
more of your letters) tofill the
magazine, :

Soifyou'reabreaker, atruck
driver, asailororwhateverand
you'vegotsomethingto say—
don’thbe shy. There'sawhole
world ofpeoplaoutthere{'ust
waitingtohearfromyou. Ifyou
wentoutonchannelyou could
coverabout25miles.Use
Breakerforyourpurposésanda .
wholenew worldof DX contacts
opensup—anywherebstween
Lands End andJohn O'Groats, in
fact. Beatsthe helloutof 27MHz,
nevermind 928.

Sorry

Anawfullotof stuffinthisissueis
ofareasonably practical nature
—howtodothisthatandthe
other. Notsomuchofthe other,
actually, mostly this and that. But
nearty allofitisbased oncurrent
27MHz technologybecausethat
is the major practical andworking
example.

Itwouldn’tdaforyoutcgetthe
wrongideaandthinkthatwe were
actually advacating 27. Quite
wrong.

Mostof whatwe've said, if not
allofit,ishasedon27butcould
equallywsllapplytoany other
frequencyifandwhenCB
becamelegal.

Ofcourse, if 27 weretobethe
thing of the future then this issue
would be doubly helpful . . .

Scoop

Woell. Ish, Justthoughtthatthose
of uswithaslight({orevennotso
slight) interastintrucks might like
to hearaboutthenew Fordtruck,
destinedtoreplace the D Series
stalwart.

Whenthe Dfirsthittheroadsit
was somelhing ofamajorstep
forwardinthe 3-7tonrangeand
thenew modelis, surprisingly,
simitarlyinnovative. Surprising,
notbecausewedon'texpect Ford
Truckstomake designprogress
(quitethereverse) butsimply
becausewethoughtthe D Series
wouldbe hardtofollow.

Roughly similarinappearance
tathe D, thenewmodelhasbeen
medernised inmuchthesame
way asthe Cortina/Granada
rangeshavebeen face-lifted
recently.

Apartfromlooking the par, the
deepscreenand floor-1o-¢eiling
sidewindows haveremoved
mostofthe blind spots which
make drivingintraffic somuch of
aproblem, particularly with
regardioclose-packedtrafficon
either side ofthe vehicle. Othar
vlsualchangesincludethe
re-styledgrille andlighting
arrangements, which showup
quitenicelyinour artist’s
impression. Insidethe caballhas
changedagreatdeal.
Colour-coded and striped
high-back seatssesmtodetive
directlyfromthe new Escort XR3
salooncaronaBostromirame,
Dashinstrumentationisamaze
oftachnology forthe microchip
'80s—alltouch-buttons and
digital readout stuf, andjolly nice

too,

Qurbriefcheck roundthe
vehicle revealed |itite information
onengineorchassis, butour
moledidspottherearranged rear
springlayout, using two leaves

andhelpers, whichshouldgivea
muchnicer ride, especiallywhen
thevehicle is empty or lightly
laden—makingan [dealparcels
van, forexample. Thetruckls
scheduledfor productionsome
timenextyear, sowehear, and
oughttodoaswellasthe D Serles
forFord sales and rgputation.

Stars

Glanging aroundthisissue of
?rourfavourite comiogou'llspot
cadsandloadsofC
accessorles—antennas,
splitters, speakers, mikes, the
wholelot.

Itactually belongstothejolty
niceman atCB Equipment
Specialists (72 Queens Road,
Hersham, WaltononThames,
Surrey).

Eitharsliproundtherein
person {oryourcar) orputBuzby
togooduse—09322 47395 will
dothetrick.

Gardening ciub,

Well,ish, anyway. Actuallyit'sthe ’
Gardner Drivers Club. Officially
duetobelaunchedon 1 January
'81, Gardnerfrisd atestrunatthe
Motor Showthisyearinorderto
assessresponsetothelr
proposaltoformadiubfor drivers
running onGardner power.

Thecluboffered membership
ate7 peryear,whichbuysa
hi-menthly magazine,
membershipcard, lapelbadge,
window sticker and loads of stuff
like that.

ithas metwith somuch
successthatitisnowopento
anyone hotdingan HGV licence,
and has manygoadieslinedup
forthe future.

Anyonelnterested should
contactthe Gardner Drivers Club,
88Hagley Road, Edghaston,
BirminghamB168NB.




itwas only a smallish piece of news; The
Timesgaveitacouple ofinches on about
page 6. We didn’t see il reported in any
other National newspaper — either
because we didn’t look hard enough, or
hecausetheitern was so small—if itwas
there at all. AFologles to all newspapers
which did include it, but you're probably
beginningto getthedriﬂ—this little event
was considered to be of minor signifi-
cance and didn't make headlines any-
where. And yet it does, we think, have
far-reaching implications in this country.

All that's happened really is that the
French government have announced
that they are making a form of CB legal.
On the frequency of nine hundred and

. no. Wrong. 27MHz is where. Only a
measly few channels, and °”"\f|a miser-
ably low power limit, but 27MHz never-
theless.

Probably this, you think, only affects
the Frogs. Afler all, the Germans have
27, the Dutch have 27, everybody in
bicody Europe has got 27. So what?

Woall listen, and we’ll tell you

First—the jokes. Let's all imagine the
French trying either to get their tongues
round such Anglo-Saxon gems as preg-
nant roller skate or even 10-4. Worse,
let’s iry and imagine the problems all the
jargon will have in the translation. Can't
help feeling that 10-4 is going to lose
something when it comes out dix-qualre.
Can you imagine the problems in the
summertime, when France is full up with
caravan and tent-toting Brits all trying to
get a break? ‘Ah, rogair-dee mon brave,
avez-vous un copy onme, venez ici? Or
worse, ‘Broaker une-neuf, ici le plastique
poulet; est-ce-qu'il y a un four, break?,
Oh goed grief.

But stili. Back to the plot.

The fact is that everybody else in
Europe has got 27MHz now, especiaily
the ltalians, as we all know very well.

And as signatories to the Treaty of
Home etc, and members of the EEC,
we're not doing all that well. In fact we
could be in breach of our agf;reements by
not allowing the import of goods from
member countries unless we can prove
that it is against our national policy. And
since our very own Home Secretary has
agreed that CB is a very wonderful thing,
we can hardly claim that it goes against

our policies. Let's face it, the EEC
manages to shove somejolly unpleasant
rules down our throat, even when the
whole country is agreed that we don't
want to play, so it's hard to see how we'il
get away with CB when everybody
except Eric Gotts is dead kesn to haveit.

Remember then, that we have some
sort of legal obligation towards CB, and
the French decision leaves usinan even
more untenable situation than we were
before. It does atfect us.

More practically it affects us Interms of
hardware. Every day, in the summer
especially, there are zillions of cross-
channel ferries and hovercraft rushing
backwards and forwards between
France and England. The English Chan-
nel is the most crowded piece of waterin
the world, Hundreds of thousands of
holidaymakers cross every year for short
sojourns surle continong. Aimostwithout
tail they bring back litile souvenirs for
themselves and their friends. No doubt
about it, there are going to be literally
thousands of rigs crossing the Channel
next year. And that’s without the vast
number of intercontinental ballistic jug-
gernauts which make the trip all year
round. Some of the lrailers are 40 feet
long, tenfeet wide andtenteethigh. Your
average rig, evenin its box, is only going
to be 12inches square and six high; do
the mathematics for yourseif,

You could spend a fortune and still not
be able to stor: this potential flood of
illegality. And let's face it, it won't be
stopped. Even on pure volume there are
going to be thousands of rigs which get
through. The situation on 27MHzis going
to be changed dramatically. Some pego-
ple think it's out of hand now, just wait
until next summer.

More significant still is the splendid
vofte-face which the 27MHz decision
represents on the part of the French
government. Until very recently they
were ‘researching’ their proposals to
aliow the grenodilles the use of a two-
way radio tacllity simitarto CB buton.
right, 928. They've changed their mind.

This is important for several reasons.
First, it proves that governments have to
give in to the will of the people some-
times, and not only in Australia.

When the Marine Oftences Bill was




under discussion in the Mother of
Parliaments, one democratically elected
MP, in the House to represent the will of
his constituents (all of whom were, like
the rest of the country, glued to Radio
London or Radio Caroline), said: ‘The
pirates are providing what people want.
To some Members of this House that is
sound democracy. It is not. Itis pander-
ing to populism’.

Aclassic example of the attitude which
has made us all feel like giving up some
time or other. Thank God we haven't.

The French government reversed
their decision on 928 not because they
suddenly decided it was a lousy frequen-
¢y, or because it gives you warls, or any
other philanthropic reason. They re-
versed it only because they had no
choice; the number of illegal sets using
27MHz being imported into France was
as stag?ering as that which is coming
into England, andin the face of a situation
which was beyond control they did the
only thing possible — made the iltegal
legal, aithough in modified form.

Stillwanttoknow sowhat? After all, out
of 60-plus countries which now have a
tegal CB facility, only a couple have got it
because they had no choice, and one of
them's on the other side of the world. The
nearest one to us Is only across the
channel, sure, and it is a fellow-member
ofthe EEC, but we already know just how
little that counts for. So, so what?

Apart from the cumulative effect of all
this frantic 27MHz-ing going on all
around us, you'll remember thal we
quoted several sources on the subject of
a world standard for two-way radio on
928in Breaker 1. We said thatwe thought
it likely that in view of the way this
frequency was being adopted by various
countriesandbodies, it was likely thatthe
Green Paper, when it appeared, would
come down in favour of 928, mostly for
political reasons.

At the time we, like most people, also
felt that 928 was a perfectly adequate
frequency for a two-way service when
run in conjuncticn with a full-scale CB
facility, but notinstead of one,

But there were several countries
which, under the impetus of the CCIR
reports and the WARC efforts, sug-
gested that they might be adopting a 928

two-way service in the nearfuture. Aswe
pointed outin Breaker 2, this supplied the
first country to leap into the breach with a
nifty opportunity to clean up and be the
world's No 1 supplier of jolly smart radio
sels. This opportunity now seems 1o be
drifting further out of reach, although it is
Eroba le that the French at least witl still

eep 928 for a service very similar to our
own PO-run cartelephone arrangement.

More than that, it changes the overall
picture; one of the other salient facts we
pointed outin Breaker 1 was the fact that
there is at present no world standard for
CB. Although 27 is by far the most
commonplace it is by no means standar-
dised or a standard. With the CCIR and
WARC slilf trying to thrash out the rules
for such a standard it might be foolish to
introduce into any country a facility which
would be outdated as soon as it was
established. Therefore, we said, it is
unlfikely that HMGwill rushinto adecision
until they know exactly what the future
might hold. Then — along came 928.

ut 928, after a first flush of enthu-
slasm, now seems to be receding to the
place it belongs, as a secondary, back-
up system to the primary facility, perhaps
to glve extra privacy (at extra cost) to
those people who find the straight-
forwarg GB service is valuable to their
business but insufficiently private or
accessible for their needs.

In which case a primary two-way
facllity in this country, based on 928,
would still seemto be an actofisolationist
folly leaving us with a service all of our own.

Iltwould appear, then, that the position
with regard to frequency on a world-wide
basis — which has to be a consideration
—has now changed somewhat. A lot
what, if you think about it. The choices
are now not so clear, and the factors
which 928 had to recommend it are now
perhaps less recommending.

It'sallabitvague onewayandanother,
but we've been watching the CB scene
closely for a couple of years now, and
we're of the opinion thatthings are on the
move at last. The French decision o go
all the way with 27 has to be considered
as an event against the backdrop of
many interacting forces. All things con-
sidered those forces seem to be leading
us in one inevitable direction . . . .
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Tel: Dublin (084)882941 868727 or860077. Telex31539 TVES. Asktobeconnectedto Gold 711.
Contact your nearest CB Stockist and specify
Avanti antennas & Sommerkamp transceivers.

18 BREAKER




FOR ALL CB AND AMATEUR RADIO ACCESSORIES
PHONE:

DORKING (0306) 883314

SURREY SUSSEX ELECTRONICS
27 MEADOWBROOK ROAD
DORKING SURREY

OPEN 9am-6pm MON-SAT. — SUNDAY 10am-2pm.

BREAKER-ONE-FOUR

130 HIGH STREET, EDGWARE, MIDDLESEX

LONDON’S LEADING CB SPECIALISTS

TEL: 01952-8860, 8185 or 7488
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, OR JUST PHONE YOUR ACCESS OR BARCLAYCARD No.

JUST OFF M1 at JUNCTION 4

JAWS MK2 RECEIVER SHARP ONE HANDER
£69.00 inc. VAT £85.00

COMPLETE RANGES OF AVANTI, ANTEN- TZie
NA SPECIALISTS, SHAKESPEAR, HARA- e
? DA, K-40, HUSSLER, FIRESTIK, AND ALL K40
OTHER ACCESSORIES

WENEEDNOTQUOTEPRICES YOUKNOWWE
ARETHECHEAPEST
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Someone used to teach us history at
school, saying that studying the past is
the clue to the future. Somehow It never
seemed to make all that much sense. But
it was fascinating Just the same — more
because it was a way of seeing how we
got to where we are today and why.

Even that's not so simple, because it’s
not always easy to see exactly where we
are today — apart from anything else the
| situationchanges allthetime. Butitmight
be informative and fun to find out how
| everything came together, so let’s look,

To start, we want to know where we
are. And then how and why.

Go outside your front door and look at
the sky. It might look like just sky to you,
but it's actually buzzing with little mes-
sages. You can'l see them, and they
won't hurt you. Some of them, like those
from the emergency services, might
actually be doing you some good.

The way we're crowded out with
sophisticated electronics these days
those messages are fast becoming a
fabric of the society we live in; they're
holding the place together.

A hundred years ago nobody thought
that the?t might order theatre tickets
without leaving their home, or pay for
them without doing so, even without
going to a bank or exchanging currency
with the theatre. Now the telephone and
the widespread use of computers to
make everyday transactions is some-
thing which all of us, at feast in the
Waestern developed countries, take for

ranted. But what would the world have
thought of Mr Telephoneifhe'd produced
his new invention and said, 'I've pro-
duced a device which will enable the
people of this country to order theatre
tickets without leaving home'? Probably
there would have been no shortage of

1024 dIand@llithat
£

(acomplete history
of airborne piracy)

| officials expend huge amounts of time,

little tykes In government who wouldn't
have taken kindly to such a device.
Probably there were at the time anyway.
Butaren't we all glad that we didn't let the
shortsighted resistance to change of a
few people prevent the introduction of
the phone?

Now there are many forms ot long and
short distance communication, which
are just as magical and just as useful,
which users take for granted. Not all of
them have been aswidelyadopted asthe
telephone though; the logical extension
(pardon us) of the telephone is personal
two-wayradio; the Americans and nearly
everyone else call it CB.

Here in Britain we don't, We don't call it
anything. The government sees it as a
way of ordering your Blg Mac and fries
before you arrive at Ronald's house, and
are resisting its Introduction. Resisting
sohard thatit'sillegal; possessicnand/or
use of a CB can land you with a four
month jail sentence and a rather large
fing. Probably in the late '60s, when CB
first came to these shores, the early
Eirates didn’t know that, so they wouldn't

ave worried aboutit. Nowthey do. So, in
the face of such opposition, why are
there an sstimated 250 000 people —
ordinary law-abiding f{as a rule)
citizens— break!ng those laws and
riskin?1 their liberty? CB clubs exist all
over the country, pressure groups exist
to persuade the government that CBis a
Good Thing and there are at least five
nationally available ma?azines devoted
exclusively to this lllegal topic.

But if the supporters of CB are
enthusiastic in its tavour, its detractors
are no less voclferous in their attack.
Assorted groups of police and customs

money and effort dashing about the
country persecuting and prosecuting
users of radio sets; principally at night
when they should be home in bed.

All this despite the fact that the
government have said that CB is a Good
Thing after all, although they have not
allowed it to be made legal, and seem
unlikely to allow it on the frequency that
everybody in the country except them
want even if they do.

That's where we are today. How the
hell did we get here?

Probablythe firstrecorded users of the
illegal 27MHz band were the Charlie
Bravo Group who seem to have
appeared in about 1965. They used the
100 milliwatt hand-held sets which, in the
USA, require no licence, and worked
channel 11. Later they moved up to 14
hecause of interference. In view of the
low power they escaped detection for
some years, but a number of prose-
cutionsin the '70s forced them off the air.

They were quickly replaced in the
mid-"70s by the Lima Echo Group who
had got sophisticated and mobile, using
the 23-channel rigs which were then
available in the States. Mostly they
worked 14 as well, using it as a private
net.

Really it was about then that the CB
boom began in the UK. Although the
Lima Echo Group didn't fold UP as such,
the larger numbers of other illicit users
who gradua!:I(v caught the bug swamped
them out and they sank without trace.

It was probably their use of 14 as their
net channel which first led to it being
established as the London calling chan-
nel — new users tuned in automatically
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sincethatwastheonly place where there
was any trade on the air.

In the beginning though it was all very
hit and miss, and not very many people
knew what they were dealing with, or to
exactlywhatsortoftime bombthey hadlit
the fuse. Our own dear Oggie was an
early casualty, apprehended by author-
ity as he walked gaily past Waterloo

ouse (home of the RRD} transmitting

like fury on a small hand-held. Two
hundred quid that cost, and they took him
to court in Brighton, probably because
they didn't want to draw any more
attention to CB than they had to.

And Delta Tango, while still quite
oung (long before he got himself a
andle . . .) nearly fell out of his pram

when he was playing with a walkie talkie
toy and suddenly heard a strange voice
answering him. Had no idea there was
anyone else out there, you see.

Exactly how CB progressed from
being atoy to being a curiosity and thena
subculture is a complete mystery, Pec-
ple always seem to find out if there’s
something good going on, no matter how
hard you try to keep it secret.

From time to time it emerged in the
letters of Cuslom Car, first as a joke
(June °76) and then in an increasingly
more serious fashion. In 1977 itreally got
hot, as we met for the first time in print
with James Bryant and the CBA. No-one
had even heard of CB, never mind the
CBA.

Credit for bringing CB out of the closet
really goes to Time QOut Magazine,
Londen's socially aware events roundup
for aware socialists. Inearly'78 Time Qut
made a guess that as many as 500
Londoners had bwhen tuned into Lima
Echoand CoonChannel 14, butupdated
their figure in Cctober, allowing as many
as710800. Atthetimeitseemedlikealot,
TOalso reported that these early pirates
used to congregate on high ground in
several places because they could get
out further. They named Ally Pally, but
omitted the lumpy bits of Epping Forest
and the top of Richmond Hill. Presum-
ably the police only kriew about the Pally
at the time.

Generailly speaking the plods were
busy keeping a low profile with regard to
CB, and at Ally Pally at least merely
sought assurances that, while every-
body might be monitoring skip from the
USA, no-one was actually transmitting at
all. My word no.

It was generally felt at the time that
Hornsey plods had somehow acquired a
rig and were listening in, as they
displayed a remarkably complate and
accurate knowledge of the CB scene.
This suspicion was greeted with gasps of
horror by all and sundry; surely it was
some form of cheating, maybe even
persecution. 4

Worse was to come.

By December '78 it was well known
that far from simply listening in, the law
were playing an active part, providing the
pirates with agents provocateurs like the
much-disliked Goldfinger and the
wonderful Electric Lady. Goldfinger
attracted customers by offering them
unbglievably cheap rigs they could sell o
their friends at a vast profit; the unwary
went to their eyeball and their doom,
since Goldfinger had many friends with
him who nearly all wore peinted hats.
Electric Lady was far nicer, offering
fellow-breakers all sorts of unspecified
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things; eyeballs with her were no less
doom-laden, though.

it was this kind of tactic which forced
the breakers into being more secretive
onthe air, and the present (and growing)
vocabulary of jargon owes its existence
in no small way to the new but in-
creasin?]ly important need to communi-
cate with people without giving too much
away. From the persecution came the
increased use of the ten-code together
with some of the nicer cryptonyms with
which towns, ;t))laces. pubs and major
roads are now blessed.

The subculture had arrived.

With it came the night arrests.

Partly the activities of Customs offic-
ers arose from the fact that many of the
criginal pirates really were trying to shoot
skip with the US (let's face it, there were
hardly any British breakers on the air)
and the time differences tended to
confine their activities to the witching
hour and heyond. As the ranks of
domaestic users swelled slowly the need
for skip seems to have largely evapor-
ated; two years ago everyone was trying
their hardest, but now there are too many
people on channel at home to yak with
that much more easily.

March '79 was something of a miile-
stone in the history of British CB, such as
it was, Via its 140 000-odd purchasers
and two million-odd readers, the March
issue of Custom Car carried the word far
and wide. In a then unigue and splendid
bout of cooperation, CC joined forces
with CB’s oldest campalgner, James
Bryant, President ofthe CBA. Aftermuch
hassle with the GPO, who control the
internal mail at the House of Commons,
600-plus copies of the banner-waving
March issue were dslivered to every
sifting Member of the Houss, individually
addressed.

Only 60 MPs took the trouble to reply,
half of them favourably. The CBA
regarded this response as encouraging.
After the May election of that year the
took the trouble to have the articleon C
from thatissue reprinted.and redelivered
it to ail new MPs who had not been sitting
when the first was delivered.

The new Conservative government
had, prior to the election, said that they
were In favour of the CB principle, and
hopes were-high. This information was a
much-needed shot in the arm to many,
for two main reasons.

The first was the incredible fashion in
which previous governments had dis-
missed proposals for a CB facility. They
had indicated that CB was, in their
opinion, only slightly more desirablethan

D, in that it was likely to turn users into
rapists. Quite how this transformation
was to be effected they didn’t say, butthe
inforrmation probably accounted for the
huge upsurge in the number of illicit
breakers in the folfowing few months.

They further went on to observe that
they did not approve of vast armies of
peopls in easy communication with each
other. Apparently Mr Telephone needn’t
have bothered, because nobody in
government had ever heard of the
telephone. Or the letter post, come to
that, They then dug themselves a grave
by saying that there were no frequencles
available for CB, a statement so patron-
ising and so patently untrue that it must
have doubled the number of people
congerned with the introduction of CB, if
not the number of actual breakers.

Which brings us to shot in the arm part
two. Itis a matter of record that the CBA
had long been proponents of a VHF CB
service for the UK. The technical argu-
ments in favour of this were expounded
atlengthinboth Custom Carand Breaker
1, but as a summary, take our word thata
VHF service would be more practical,
more acc&ptable and easier to use than
27MHz AM. Also, the argumentthatwe'd
be the only country in the world not on 27
doesn'thold waterhere, becauseit's well
known that nearly every country with 27
is looking for an alternative on VHF or
UHF. It was our chance to lead the world,
instead of being saddled with a facility
which was already 20 years out of date.

The Australians had afready capitu-
lated in the face of flagrant and wide-
spreadillegaluseof27, andthe CBAwas
afraid that if HMG didn't take definite
steps very quickly, the same would
happen over here. The new, pro-CB
Conservative government seemed to
the CBA to indicate that the quick action
necessary to save the day might well be
forthcoming. Alas, it was not to be.

The number of breakers was growing
fast. From TO's 'revised’ estimate of 800
in Octcber '78 we were, by March '79,
talkiq%about 10 000 ormore. Bythetime
Mrs Thatcher took office we were up to
20 000.

This was probably the period of the
most intense activity by the authorities
againstCB. Inlate 78 there was agarage
basementnear Regent’s Park whichwas
the major source of CB rigs In the
country, never mind London. By early ‘79
everyone had a friend of a friend who
could getthem. By late 79 you could buy
them in nearly every pub in every major
city, as well as through Exchange and
Mart,

The night raids increased in fre-

uency, but decreased in ferocity, as the

ustoms began to spread their man-
power wider, Where once a task force of
20 or 30 went out on the prowl or on a
concerted raid, now they wentout In twos
and thress. Monitoring became com-
monplace, DF equipment was every-
where. London palice forces had CB In
their traffic cars, the SPG even lent their
DF-equipped vans (primarily an anti-
terrorist weapon) to track down CB
pirates. )

Famous breakers started to go off the
air. Fozzie Bear got busted three times,
Mickey Mouse went down at home,
losing a formidable stock of 40-channel
rigs. One breaker got visited at home by
Eric and about 15 friends, losing his base
station and several mobile seis, but his
antenna, mounted on the roof of a Post
Office next door, and ground-looped 10
the railings outside It, escaped attention.
Mean Machine got busted but was
walking along the embankment at the
next Chelsea Cruise sporting a 3watit
hand-held with anantenna about tenfeet
high. Euphaoria was everywhere, and the
private club was now about 50 000
strong.

In June of 73 we wrote to Eric Gotts at
the Home Office; at the time he was the
arch-villain of the establishment, the
man who, it was reported, had sworn to
wipe the curse of CB off the face of the
earth. Well, England, anyway. Spumning
what we saw &s a golden opportunity to
achleve that cooperation between
27MHz pirates and hospitals, radio-
modellers and so on which has made the
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Irish CB experience rather nicer than our
own so far, and ignoring our plea for his
help In at least ensuring a degree of
harmony between pirates and licenced
users of the 27MHz band, Eric did not
oven give us the courtesy of a reply.

Since we had already revealed to the
world that Mr Gotts had been in trouble
with the law, and had made an un-
successful appeal against a conviction
for assault during the seizure of unli-
cenced transmitting equipment (being
used by the still-thrlving Radio Jackle),
it's not surprising really. But it seemed to
us at the time a great shame.

Woe did radio andtelevisioninterviews,
spread the word about CB in every walk
of life, met TV film crews in silly places —
mostly pubs we'd never been to befors,
and pretendedtobe somseone else. More
often than not it was (and still seems to
be) the jargon that turned the medla on.
Convoy had been and gone, but to the
Britlsh Press the real joke was that there
were actually people who talked to each
other like that all the time.

And as the Press Interest grew, so did
the number of breakers. Atthe turn ofthe
decade informed opinion putthe number

100 000. More and more people were
switching on to CB as a tool for their
everyday life. In late '79 the London
calling channei was only really working
after about 8 or 9 in the evening; by early
"80 you couldn't get a hreak after 5 and
the channe! was busy from sparrow-fart
onwards.

The enforcement of the anti-CB laws
was fast becoming a Joks. In '79 police
forcesn London and the Home Counties
were circulated with a flysheet all about
CB, whatitwas, whatlaws itcontravened
and how to recognise it; they even
supplied the individual nicks with about
tenpiciuresto helﬁ them bustthe pirates.
In 1980 the plods knew all ahout it; half of
them had rigs anyway, either in their Jam
sandwiches or, increasingly, In their
private cars.

Scmewhere, in the middle of all this,
was a small voice calling. It had been
calling in the wilderness for years and
now, amid the throng, the intention
remalned but the message had altered.
Instead of saying 'look out’, the CBA
were saying ‘we told you so’.

CB had grown up. No longer a private
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club, it was a quarter of a milllon strong.
No longer a cottage industry, it was the
Big Buslness which sages had predicted
it would become. Despite the campaign
to wipe it out (In gloating terms during the
halcyon days of midnight raids, Gustoms
officers had writtan to their house
magazine, Portcullls, describing how ten
or more of them had busted four or five

irates with the ald of heavles from the
ocal hick, acting on Instructlons during a
nationally-orchestrated campaign) CB
was thriving.

The next step was Inevitable. Re-
spectabllity. MPs backed It. The GLC
published a discussion document
announcing they ware In favour of It
All-party commlttees began to discuss
CBin depth. From being a nasty, grubby
and subversive thing, CB had meta-
morphosed into something new. Sud-
denly officlaldorm bagan to reverse. They
stopped being afrald that It would be
used for 'non-serious purposes’ almost
overnight. In the twinkling of an eye they
suddenly were not at all convinced that
‘the disadvantages outwelghed the ad-
vantages' after all. Miraculously It
appeared that there might be a frequen-
cy suitable for-CB, despite what had
previously been said, if only they could
find one,

An important step had bseen taken
when the Home Office reatised that there
was nofuturain belng slagged off fortheir
stupidity in decrying as anti-social and
useless something which had alrgady
heen proved to be exactly the opposite In
nearly every other country in the clvilised
world. Instead they shruggedthelir shoul-
ders andintimated that it was a nice idea,
but impractical.

Hit by fairly sweeping cuts in the public
sector, Customs and Excise, under
whose auspices most of the CB prose-
cutions were being made, wereunable to
cope. They began, slowly, to lay off
chasing CB offenders, often (and under
instructlons from the Top) even neglect-
ing cases already on file. They began to
concentrate their efforts against CB on
preventing their arrival rather than bust-
ing them once they'd got through.

idden con Aer Lingus and Air India,
concealed ameng huge mounds of
mangos from the Indian sub-continent,
sets still got through. Among other
eccnomies which affected the efficiency
of the Customs operation was the
cancellation of the ‘bounty’ payment to
individual officers, who recelved a per-
centage of the ‘take’. The more con-
traband you nabbed, the more money
you got each week. With this incentive
gone, Customs vigllance seemed to be
relaxed. With the drug problem on the
Increase (the street price of cocaine Is
nowlowerinLondonthanLos Angeles—
a sort ot Mafia ‘loss leader’), the tide of
rabies sweeping closer to the northern
coast of France and Dutch Elm disease
rampancy meaning that even consign-
mants of timber now need a clean bill of
health in writing gPhytosanitary Certifi-
cates), the work of the average Customs
Officer was not exactly helng cut out—It
was being doubled. More cuts are in
progress.

Soon HMG were forced to admit that
frequency space for CB was actually
avallable;itwas nowmerely aquestion of
deciding which of the newly-discovered
(one presumes) areas of the spectrum
was most suitable.

Major breakthroughs by the CB lobby
were being made almost daily, generall
cloaked in a veil of officialese whic
attempted to conceal the enormous
amountof political humble pie which was
belng swallowed on all sides.

Riding high on the tide of all this
success, Breaker 1 was put together.
Publishing a magazine devoted to thls
illegal topic was a huge effort —
clearance from lawyers had to be
obtained right left and centre before
major distributors  would touch it
Couched In the most vague and general
terms, Breaker 1 wentto press abouttwo
hours before the government unleashed
its blockbuster: Open Channel.

The news of these proposals arrived
|ust too late for Breaker Tto comment on
them effeclively; there was hardly time to
change the wording of the pro-CB
petition to a request for a rethink before
the presses started to roll,

Because the need for a rethink was
Immediately obvious. After so much
progress in such a short space of time it
seemad that the cup was about to be
dashedfromourlips asthewording of the
Gresn Paper made It obvious that
no-one had been listening after all; or if
they had, they decided to ignore every-
thing that they'd heard.

Which brings us to where we are
today. Quite how we gothere Is still hard
to say. The whole thing sesms to be a
rather ostrich-like catalogue of disaster,
but sadly for HMG, it Isn’t going fo go
away.

Prosecutions for lllegal 27MHz trans-
mission stlll abound, although they are
now mainly the prerogative of the Post
Office. It Is true to say that the PO are
something of a toothless bulldog in this
sort ot area, without the wide-ranging
Bowers which Customs men enjoy.

stween themselves and the Home
Office RRD they have faited to control the
situation on 2 metres-.and the anti-
repeater groups of the Amateur Band still
thrive; there is little doubt that their
activities against the CB pirates will be
greeted by the same marked lack of
success.

Whether or not this indicates capitu-
latlon on the part of HMG is hard to say.
Whether or not the work of the PO In this
matter s now merely a token
gesture . . . who knows? Certainly, as
we reported in our last issue, the police
forces of the UK seem to be lass andless
Inclined to get involved with CB in any
way, One hesitates to suggest that they
have given up, but there has certainly
been a tactical withdrawal. We are
certain that, whatever they may say, the
police are no less sure of thelr powers
now than they were two years ago.
Perhaps the average breaker is more
certain of Ais, but it would be hard indeed
to judge the effect of a general growth of
gtlchn awareness on the activities of Mr

od.

About the only lesson which can be
learned from all this is that we've coms
a long way in two years; surely the
government must realise that the people
who've fought for this long aren’'t aboutto
?ive up now. Whatever our, or your,
eellnggs on the subject of what the most
suitable wavelength for CB might be, we
ali know that it isn't 928. We haven't
worked this hard to be given achild’s toy,
evenifthatisthe wayitallbegan. CB has
grown up, and so have we.

BREAKER




22/a\[D

”

BREAKER

_ R /E_\\ r*

A\

e

Readers of Breaker will already have
seen the Jolly smart T-shirt we were very

nearly giving away in the last issue. |

Exceptionally good-looking, with & wun-
derbar message cn the front, and dead
cheap. It seems likely that the message
Is now a trifle out-dated, as In some form
or another we're going to be getting
break. -

Buton accountof the wonderfulness of
the design etc plus the fact that we quite
liked the picture, we're offering It again.
Also we need the money.

So £3.05 will cover everythln% includ-
ing the well-known Post and Packing,
also VAT. Andfor 10p perletterwe'll write
anything else you like on the front. Your

name. Say. Justrememberthatthe three

.
T

:f ey

&

quid won't buy the girls, s¢ it's no good
asking. Make us an offer, though.
Altarnatively you could dispense with
the picture of the canary andjusthavethe
Breaker logo on your smooth, manly
chest. And underit, for 10p perletter. . ..
Breaker shirts are the same price as
canary shints (looks jolly famillar, that
bird) and areany colour you ke as long
as it's white. Canary shirts (maybe it's
Woodstock? are also any colour you llke,
thistime as long asit's black. Allyou have
to dois fill In the coupeon and send It with
the moner to: Rambler Trading, 75
College Drive, Kings Lynn, Norfolk. If you
havan't got the goods within 21 days —
panic. Cheques or Postal Orders only
please, and payableto Rambler Trading.

— e  — S M S S e e s mm—s ek b s e M

Idlike 1...... Small Canary 4.
2. Medium Canary 5....
3o Large Canary 6....

every penny.

| Thankyou and goodnight.

Signed ..o

which makes. ..... in all. And at £3.05 each that makes a total of, er, um, yes,
g.... for which | enclose a cheque/PO.

Asithappens|dohave anfckname orthree, which | have writteninthe spaces
below. At10p perletter I'vehadtoenclose anextrat...... of which | begrudge

-———
Cor. Gimme gimme gimme. | want some T-shirts please.

..Small Breaker
..Medium Breaker
..Large Breaker

......................................................... _'

L Rambler Trading, 75 College Drive, Kings Lynn, Norfolk.

e e e e - —— e o i it o v e ]
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Mura Electronics {UK) Ltd.,

FOR ALL YOU CB REQUIREMENTS

8am-8pm MON-SAT

o M,D ('ORHWHH 10am-4pm SUN
CENTRE %
s DS Frest]
HGINE -
cu cu cB’ers COME TO |||||
CQDX GADX Great Britain ||| CB WORLD
USA Calling USA Calling FOR EVERYTHING YOU
NEED IN CB ACCESSORIES
COME VISIT THE BIKINI STATE ' AT
OF FLORIDA 37, COLESHILL ROAD
THE TRIP OF A LIFETIME ’ ’
EXPLORE AND MEET YOUR DX BIRMINGHAM,
FRIENDS WITH YOUR OWN CAR. B36 8DT
OCTOBER 1981 TWO0 WEEKS Tel: 021"784'4523
FROM £299.00 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
FOR DETAILS SEND SAE TO: MON-FRI11am-7pm
PBJENKIN SAT 9am-6pm
CB ADVENTURE TRAVEL SUN 10am-2pm
O e TOoK E® COME & VISIT
DEVON SCARECROW & SLEEPING
OR TELEPHONE 0822 3451 BEAUTY

CB RADIO ACCESSORIES
wam Now available from:- Ma=am

CEE BEE UNLIM[TED

Y u can find us at:-
Op Rear of Sydn eySmi!hs

B pARKSTONE N DORSET  LibE
opa n all day Salur day Tel: 733133
2pm-5prm Sunday ‘WHOLESALERS & RETAILERS FOR SOUTHERN DIVISION' Evenings 747272
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W ISI BIRMINGHAMS FOREMOST

T.V.I
EENT.V.I.S
T.V.L.S

s ¥Walads IN C.B. RADIO EQUIPMENT Bl
MIDLAND TELECOM LTD 6.14 481 Gain
133 FLAXLEY ROAD
STECHFORD Everyonels
BIRMINGHAM B33 9HQ Talking Aboutt -
TEL: 021-784-3129 or 021-742-5617 ——
SPECIALISTS IN C.B. RADIO EQUIPMENT C.T.E. MAIN STOCKISTS SIGMA IV~
| awnNantyv antennas J i
MAIN STOCKISTS. s
SOMMERKAMP AMATEUR & MARINE RADIO’SALL sy
ACCESSORIES & AERIALS PACE CORDLESS TELEPHONES e
WE HAVE 300 UNITSONLY OF THENEW SIGMA IV 6.14 dbi GAIN e
C.B.BASESTATIONANTENNA. T condiioints
BEING SOLDFOR£39.80perunit. (inclusive of V.A.T.) WL e
RRP.£62.75 | fie
3000NLYD.V.27'S @ £3.50perunit(inclusive of V.A.T.) W R
LYNDONRADIO&T.V.SUPPLIES
244 LYNDONROAD SOLILIULLWESTMIDS N y,

YOUR HANDLE PRINTED EREE

@S&s IMPORTED FLEECY LINED LONG
SLEEVED SWEAT SHIRTS

and COTTON T SHIRTS

With COLOURFUL BREAKER MOTIF
& your own = lONENINE
Personal Handle printed in hard wearing

RICH FLOCK LETTERING

YOUR OWN MOTIF DESIGNED FOR  YOUR HANDLE: Lettering in White or Red
BREAKER CLUBS & SOCIETIES  COLOURS: Sweat Shirts:- Gunmetal Grey, Navy, Sky,
(BULK ENQUIRIES WELCOME Denim Blue ‘T Shirts:- White, Black, Sky, Red, Yellow.
Pease state 2nd choice of colour  Allow 21 days for delivery

Please send me Ex. Small. Small. Medium. Large. Ex.Large. T SHIRTS £3.25+25p. p&p.
_ Ex.Small Small. Medium. Large. Ex. Large. SWEAT SHIRTS £6.95+40p.p&p

MY HANDLE 1S - Cheque/P.Q.No, —— TOTAL

PRINTED IN WHITE/RED Made payable to GREAT BRITISH'T’ SHIRT Co. 52. River 5t,, Rhyl. Clwyd.
(0745} 51964
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(Beam us aboard...

One way or another there seemstobe a
lot of junk talked about CB. Mostly it
comes from people who know a little but
pretend they know a lot, or are afraid to
say they simply don’t know.

So what, we're not here to knock the
human condition. Bul for everybody's
Feace of mind {especially ourown)we do
ike to keep it all simple. After all, CB is
supposed to be the simpleton’s equiva-
lent of amateur radio. Basically every
village Idiot should be able to buy a rig,
press buttons and talk to the world wit
no hassle and without having to worry
about why twiddling his squeich control
alters the amount of hash coming from
the speaker. Althe needstoknowisthatit
does alter it, and he can make life easier
or harder depending on which way he
turns it.

It's a fairly simple philosophy, wo
know, but we believe it's the one most
closely allied with the requirements and
purpose of CB. Communication for
everyone, even if they cant spell
antenna.

All of which brings us to the next bit.

Sooneror later, when CBislegalinone
28| formoranother, you're goingtowantone

at home; they're fine In the car, sure, but
what's the point of being able to order
your Wimpy on the road if you can't also
ring up and tell the XYL what time you'll
be in for tea?

To do that you'll need a rig at home.

You could use a set intended for
moebile use and run it off a mains adaptor
which gives you 12volts DC. Allyou have
to do Is get your polarity right and
remember to connect the black wire to
the terminal which says — and the red
wire to the terminal which says +.
Alternatively c}Jou could use a carbattery.
This will need charging from time to time
¢f course, and unless you're prepared to
monitor its condition it will give variable
results depending on its state of charge.
Also it's heavy, smelis a bit and needs
vigilance lest you trip over it and short out
yourrig orstraig%htforward hookitupback
to front. Don't faugh; it's been done by
experts, and fried transistors cost the
same however stupid the mistake.

More likely you'll opt for a purpose-
built base statlon, which willdiust plug
straight into the wall-sockel and give you
no trouble from there on in. Also,
because itdoesn't need to be dashboard
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Directionalbeam ofthe more
complexvariety. Thejolly smart
canarylsanoptionalextrabuthas
noeffecton performance.

!

size, It'll tend to have all the extras which
your mabile rig lacks. If you start using it
seriously, whether for [ocal contact, DX
work or as a REACT manitor, you'll be
glad you've got them.

Naturally enough it's going to cost
more than a mobile. Very sorry indeed,
but that's life. Remember you gei what
you pay for, tco.

Whateveryou decide on, and however
much you spend, none of it will be any

cod without some kind of antenna.

early every breaker in the country can
argue the relative merits of mobile
antennas, but not very many people
know everything there is to know about
base antennas.

Don’tworry. Youdon'thave to. There'll
always be a bewildering range of base
antennas from different manufacturers,
and they’ll ali make varying claims to
varying degrees of splendiferousness.
Most of it will, like claims for hi-fi or food
mixers, simply be marketing-speak, and
can safely be ignored.

The hasic antenna requirement is just
that; basic.

First need is height. The further up it
goes and the less it gets surrounded by
your chimney, next-door's chimney or
the larch tree at the bottom of the garden,
the better. Tall is beautiful. Just beware
of local building regulations. .

After that it gets more diverse, but it’s
still not difficult.

Base antennas arereferredtointerms
of their relationship to the length of the
radic wave of the frequency they're
running, same as the moblle kind. A
guarter-wave is therefore shorter than a
half-wave or five-sighths-wave. Easy.
Quarter-waveis yourbasic antenna, and
all of them are measured for perform-
ance in terms of gain. That is, how much
better than a simple quarter-wave they
are. Gain is measured in decibels, and a
straightiorward quarter-wave has a gain
of nothing.

Buy an antenna which has a gain of
three decibels and it'll be twice as
effoctive as a standard quarter-wave. So
whatever you're buying, make sure you
check its gain first, since this is the most
important thing. As a guide, the very best

kinds of antenna are unlikely to provide a

rter-wave ground-plane.
pasicand possiblymost
montype. Althoughnot
yntoscaleitissmaller

...theflve-glghthwave;its
performanceisalso poorer.




Homey20,

realistic gain of more than 20db.

But, and sorry to confuse you, before
you just check out the gain of the nearest
set of ears and buy the one with the
biggest, you have to consider what you
want the antenna for and then choose
one of the several types available; the
one which suits your need best.

Divided firstin half, there are two types
of antennato choose from. Directional or
Omnidirectional. The directional an-
tenna will get your signal much further,
but only in one direction at atime. Thisis
fine if you regularly work another base
station, or if you have most of your
contact with a major town or trunk road
lying in the line in which you point your
antenna. Still fine, perhaps even finer, if
youhave arolator fitted to it and can point
itin any direction you choose.

Directional antennas won't operate in
one point ofthe compass to the exclusion
of all others, but they are reasonably
selective; perhaps they're best suited to
satious users.

The omnidirectional is just that; it
works equally well for signals at any point
of the compass. Obvicusly it sacrifices

_range for blanket coverage, but for

general use it's probably not a sacrifice
you'll be aware of having made.

If you choose a quarter-wave vertical
antenna you’ll be going omnidirectional.
A ground-plane antenna is a refinement,
but for all practical purposes you won't
notice the difference as much as if you
wentto aflve-sighths-wave vertical. This

as elemants, and thelr positioning affects
the manner and direction in which your
signal travels. As a guidse, the more
complex a beam is and the more
elements it has the better its gain and the
better it will reject interference.

A beam will have at least three
elements: a driven element, a reflector
and a director. The driven element s the

The difference In propagation patternbetween
thetwotypesofantennaglvesafar greaterrange
at ground level: gain.
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will be bigger than quarter-wave, but will
focus the output of your rig closer to the
ground. Instead of broadcasting up-
wards it will broadcast along; you might
gain five, maybe ten miles over a
quarter-wave.,

There are other kinds of omni anten-
nas which allwork inmuch the same way
as the simple verticaltyps. Inthe long run
the bhestideais to compare theirgainthen
choose what you want.

Directional antennas are also called
beams; they're the complicated T-
shaped jobs with loads of cross-piaces.
The cross-pieces are properly referredto

one directly connected to the coax
feedline from the rig which actually
broadcasts the signal. A reflector is
slightly bigger and behind the driven
element (remember we're talking about
a directional antenna) and reflects the
signal in the direction the beam is
pointing. A director is smaller than the
driven element and positioned ahead of it
to concentrate and focus the signal.
After that you can go to four or five
element beams, which increases the
gain as the number of elements in-
creases, or stacked beams, which just
use more than one bearn on the same




ationsg

ation

...the stacked heam.
Thiscan conslstoftwo
or more sets of beams
onthesame mast. This

Aflve-elementbheam; onelsjustiwo
highly directional three-¢lementbeams.
(alsovertically Thepenaltyfor
polarised)and very improved
effective, it’ Bclearly performancelsitssize
notasgoodas.. andweight.
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mast. Increases in gain are offset by
increase in weight; a stacked bearn will
need a stronger mast and a stronger
motor {o rotate it.

Beam antennas may be either hori-
zontally or vertically polarised. You can
tell which Is which by looking — vertical
elements or horizontal elements? A
horlzontally polarised beam will send out
your signal by lying on its side, so to
speak, meaning that instead of bsing
vertical waves they will be flat, like a
snake. All mobile CB antennas are
vertically polarised, and although using a
horizontally polarised beamforyourbase
setup won't mean that you can't go
base-mobile, it will imit your range and
signal quality. Mostly, horizontal pofa-
rised beams are only useful between two
similarly equipped base stations, asthey
can effectively reduce breakthrough and
interference from mobiles.

Generally accepted as the most com-
mon and practical type of base antenna
isthe vemcal beam, which works well for
local and DX communication. They are
generally quite small which makes them
ideally suited for DIY installation.

A refinement of the beam is the quad

Thedifference
betweenhorlzontal
polarisationand
vertlcal It’s easytosee
ntholwothlngs
mightnotheallthat
compatible.
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The quad. Light, sturdyand
remarkably effective.

antenna. The elements are wire, held In
a square around the beam by an X-
shaped frame. Although they look like a
cruciform antenna with the tips of the
elements joined by wire, they're actually
the other way around. They have a large
caplure area and thus are at the top end
ofthe performance scale asfarasbeams
are concerned. A typical three-element
beam will have a gain of around 8db, but
a two-element quad has 9db gainand a
three-element about 11db.

When you've chosen your antenna
you'll have to mount it. Make sure you
make it firm. It's easiest to stick it on the
roof or the side of the house. If you
choose a tower though, make sure the
base is well-cemented in and that you
use guy wires to keep it upright.
Everybody planning on using a beam
antenna will already have decided to
ensure the ﬂuy wires are mounted in
such a way that they don't interfere with
the rotation of the beam, so we won'
need to mention it.

Metal guy wire will need insulators
every live feet for about 25 feet,
otherwise they'll start messing up the
signal. As also will large metallic objects
within that distance.

Running the feadline to the antenna is
easy enough. Make sure you use a coax
teedline though; bell wire or speaker wire
won't do because it's not shielded and
will radiate your signal as if it were an
antenna, but not a very good one.

Keep the coax as short as possible,
because it does absorb power as ils
length increases, After about 100 feet
you could be getting into real problems
and it's worth looking for a coax with a
large diameter core; although more
expensive it will offer less electrical
resistance to the cutput of your rlg, so
you'll get better results.

So, keep the coax as short as you can,
but make sure you iead it down the mast
rather than away from it into a bedroom
window, as It may interfere with the

antenna. If you need to make anyjoinsin
the feedline use connectors and make
strong solder joints between them and
the wire itself. A faulty join will give you a
high SWR. After you've done that, wrap
the joint in waterproof electrical tape —
moisture will screw up your SWR as well.

If you have toc make a jeint it could be
the opportunity to install an in-line
lightning arrestor. Lightning, as we all
krow, has a habit of striking the tallest
objectinanarea, particularly metal ones,
andonceit's arrived atyour antennait will
waste no time chasing straight up your
coax and turning your rig into a box of
fried chips. If you happened to be using it
at the time it’d turn you into Mr Big Fry at
the same time.

Thearrestor willneedtobejoinedtoan
eanth rod by thick copper wire. Alter-
natively you could connect it to your cold
water plpes.

Notmuch elseto do really. Remember
to assemble the antenna you eventually
choose according to the instructions of
course, because it will affect the SWR if
parts of it are too long or too short. Don't
checkthe SWR untilthe antennaisupon
its mast

If you're using a beam the rotator you
use fits on the mast itseif, near the top.
The control for this will often be in the
shape of or Include a compass dial, so
youwon't have to keep looking out of the
window to see which way it's pointing.
When you assemble the mast check the
rotator and make sure it does. Rotate,
that Is. Turn it to Nonh and switch it off.
Then when you fix the beam to the mast,
make sure it's pointing North, and it'll
always coincide with what the rotator
indicator saars. Simple, really, but you'd
be surprised . . . .

There you are then. Everything you
need to know about base antennas.
Easy, huh? Next issue relativity, and the
followingissue will be how to construct a
suitcase-sized 1 megaton nuclearbomb.
After that it'll be time travel . . ..
BREAKER




we've got it!
The K40 Antenna

WITH THE
DOUBLE GUARANTEE:

1. Guaranteed to trans-
mit further and receive
maore clearly than the
antenna it replaces or
your money back.

2, Materials and work-
manship are guaranteed
for 12 months. Any part
that fails to perform will
be replaced absolutely

" £29.99

+ VAT (34.50)

S$.R.U. AUTOS

229 Chertsey Road,
Addlestone, Surrey, KT15 2EW

TEL: CHERTSEY (STD 093 28) 62556
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

ONLY THE BEST
IN
27 MHz

ATATIC MICROPHONES MOBILE &

. BASE, GOLDEN AND SILVER
EAGLES.

‘. MOBILE AND BASE ANTENNA,
I -.\‘a“ | ASTROPLANE, POL II, MOON-
\ RAKER 4. ASTRC BEAM, SIG-

MA I, IV, RAMROD, ASTRO

PHANTOM AND MOBILE
A l_l I] Iu KING MOGNRAKER.

4'6", 5 & 56" QUAD WOUND

778 Wavae ANTENNA WITH A

FLAT SWR OF 1.0 1o 1.2 over
THE 180 CHANNEL ANTENHA 200 CHANNELS.

wEETY Blros

This is onfy & small selection of our complele range of CB Accessories
which Include, Amplifiers from 150Watls and Iots more.

SATISFACTICN FOR CUSTOMERS 1S QURMOTTO! 1!
Call or Wrile to,

271 East Barnet Rd,

East Barnet,

Herts EN4 8SX

Birg King, Space Birds, Wall
Siren, Fog Horns, Diasel Homs &
Choo Choa Train Noise Makears.

Zome-iGr

WNEWSFLASH 4
WTODEALERS 4

YOUR OFFICE IN NEW YORK
IS READY TO FILL ORDERS:
CONTACT
KAYSONS INTERNATIONAL FOR:

~=x_ ALLCBEQUIPMENT

X~ CONVERTERS

X WALKIE TALKIES

X RADARDETECTORS

X VIDEO CASSETTE SYSTEMS
X% SECURITY SYSTEMS

X~ CARAND CORDLESS PHONES _x
X WHATELSE DO YOU WANT .

WHAT ELSE DO YOU WANT?
FAST SERVICE, GREAT PRICES FROM:

KAYSONS INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION

455 CENTRAL PARK AVENUE

SCARSDALE, NEW YORK 10583 U.S.A.
TELEPHONENO. N.Y.914-472-3330 TELEXNO.131553

hhighlyh

BREAKER

RADIO
ACCESSORIES

Citizen Band Antennas and Accessories
forMarine, RV, Truck, Auto, Van,
Motorcycles . . . Mobileand

Indoor/Qutdoor Base Applications

SRU AUTOgS

229 Chertsey Road,
Addlestone, Surrey, KT15 2EW

TEL: CHERTSEY (STD 093 28) 62556

9-6.30 Mond.-Sat., 10-1 Sunday.
Closed TUESDAY

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME
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CB CENTRE

AT ALLENS MOTORISTS CENTRE,
WHEELWRIGHT LANE
EXHALL, COVENTRY.

TEL: 0203 - 362779

Main stockists of Avanti

at lowest prices e.g.:

AV 200 Astro phantom £17.25
AV 240 Moon phantom £24.00
AV241 Base loaded racer 4t £18.00
AV 241 Mag mount 4ft £21.00
AV 261 Mobile Moonraker £25.24
AV 261m Mobile Moonraker mag mount £34.50
AV 101 Astroplane base ant £30.59
AV 174 Sigma V34 wave baseant £72.45
AV 150Astrobeam 11 dB gainbaseant £65.95
AV122PDLI1112dBbaseant £81.75
AV 140 Moonraker IV 14-5dB gain £122.95
AV146MoonrakerVI17dBgain £279.00

Also main stockists of C.T.E. Interna-
tional, G.B. 4 — British built power
supplies and TVI filters, telephone
answering machines, cordless phones,
DV27 fibreglass whip with cable £6.75.

2 MINS FROM JUNCTION 3 M6

ESTABLISHED IN C.B. RADIO
EQUIPMENT SINCE 1978

C.B. RADIO ACCESSORIES

ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WHOLESALE
PRICES TQ THE PUBLIC!!

Compare these unbeatable prices!!
£ £
1177 S R I 575  Splitter ............ ;
BOCE]: i srsavivas i g ek 8.63 NFS1000 .........
R e T e . 7.50 SlideMount ... 5
GPOMagMount ................ B8.50 Extn.Speaker .................. 4.95
MS264 ...........cooee. 23.00 P.A.Speaker .................... 4.95
Retraciable Aerial ............ 11.50 SWR/Power ........occoeee. 11.50
Eleciric Retractable ........... 25.00 SWRMeter ........ L 6.75
Silver Rod 21.85 3amp Powersupply ........... 12.95
Starduster . . 27.60 Samp Powersupply ........... 13.95
Whisky ..... .. 19.00 AP25vall ............. oo 20:80
Sigma4 ... ... 56.00 APBOwattAM/SSB ........... 46.00
Sigmaz ..o 46.00 BV 150wattAM/SSB .......... 86.00
Standard PowarMike ......... 11.50 Preamp CnTheAir" .......... 24.50
Torner 38 ... 23.00  PGS8{Metre} ... 23
TURBT+2 oo 17.25  RGB(Metre) ...................... 65
HamMaster4200 ............ 23.95 PL259 . ueiiinnia ot st saves] LDk
HamMaster4500 ............. 34.50 Barrel Conngctor ................. .65
Expander500 ............... . 4350 SwattDummyload .............. .90
TConnactor ..................... 1.05
PLUS MANY MORE LINES
Telephone with credit card no. for irnmediate despatch.
"BARCLAYCARD MAIL ORDER -
%) POSTAGE & PACKING — £1.00 PERITEM [
i 3 OR MORE ITEMS — £3.00
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT

GLOBE COMMUNICATIONS LTD

110 Hoe St., Walthamstow, E17
01-520 7282

GOT A BASE RIG? WE'VE GOT THE TWIG

Telecommunications Type TJ984 full ¥4 wave ground
plane antenna — for Ioft installations. It's new — it's
British!

Features ) | ]
Vertically polarized full Vs wave anlenna proviging the mostreliable opsration and

reatest range. ; g
t will without doubt preduce a higher parformance than an antenna which claims
to have gain, but that has been reduced from Its correct physical length.

>

Covers AM FM SSB high &

Max. power 500 watts.
low band. P

Fits most lofts (down to
4'-0" headroom) without
loss of performance —
tuneable to 1-1.1 SW.R.

Has proved excellent for |
DX work.

Low signal to noise ratio.
Impedance 50 ohms.
Supplied complete with iy
lead and PL259 plug.

’ Easy to assemble.
{Low loss extention extra) y

AERIAL INSTALLATION

Note — when ordering

ke
N\

Only
& REPAIRS ; lease tate max. loft
60 HEBDEN ROAD, 2_79-_75 il
SCUNTHORPE inclusive
SOUTH HUMBERSIDE ol VAT.
TEL. 0724 65203 Post & package free until March ‘81,
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BIG EARS

HERE’S EVERYTHING,

DV 21N Standard Grey fibreglass whip......c.coooooeicieee. e £ 450
DV 2T XN Centre loaded slainless steel whip. £ 7.30
TZTE 18" fibreglass Whip. ... - £ 7.80
Rebel 800 High power raling good disguised antenna mouni in 3&th 24 thread mouni at /! £11.50
Trunk Mount Base loader looks like R/T antenna. .. PRl ; £ 965
Mag Mount Anwnnaspecmﬂms——suongnmgnm..”.... £ 9,40
Triway Stainless steel whip loaded under the wing...... ; £17.50
Littte Giant Fibreglass antenna that requires no ground pland...... W, o — £20.75
BASE STATION ANTENNA

GP 27% 18ft upright aluminium mast, ns radials.. ... £22.50
GP 27% 23ft upright aluminium mast, 3 radials .. .. £25.00
Sigma 1V 271 upright rear vertical radials give dlarneter ofonly 30" 6 14 dl gam £51.78
SWR METERS

78/1 Single SWR meter... e ettt e B 100
7872 &n@eSWﬂUﬁeMsﬂenmh . U e, & 8.68
78/3 Single SWR/Fieid Slrenglh/power ...... R £11.50
78/4 Double SWR/Field strength/power A e e WL E £14.50
78/5 SWR/Antenna matcher ... bbbt e e s e e s e S S T B 1 £15.50
MISCELLANEQUS

CBS 140 Small extension speaker ... i S S i A e B B S R TR - £ 460
PA Hom 8 wt white plastic o, £ 800
PA/Siren 8 wt white plastic horn and COMDINSS SITEN oo £12.50
AT Matches helps tune diificult to SWR antenna. H 3 £ 6.00
Power Mike Boosts modulation to give stronger signal. ... £11.50

ALL THESE AND MANY MORE ITEMS AVAILABLE

MEET BIG EARS ON
STAND 4

BIG EARS

68 Narborough Rd.
Leicestezr.

; "‘% » TELEPHONE 0533-546031. TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME.

SEND S.4.E TO ABOVE ADDRESS FOR MAILING LIST

BREAKER
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Following our mention of QSL in Breaker
2 a lot of interest has been aroused in
this offshoot CB hobby. Perhaps a little
nearertohome, infactinmyownhoms, a
rather disastrous situation has arisen —
my oftspring have jumped into the QSL
scene with both feet, and have now got
their own QSL cards.

Andrew, who apart from radiomania is
afull time student of television, has used
his nickname 'Square Eyes’, and Julie
whois alittle erratic in her behaviour, her
family name of ‘Peanut Brain'. So here
we are three avid 100 per cent QSlLers
under one roof. Of course this can create
problems, especially when the post
arrives . . . there's amad rush to sort out
who's got what, and what belongs to
whom, a little ritual which cantake hours.
OCur golden rule is, and must be yours if
gou take up QiSLing, that ALL mail must

e answered; that's what it's all about
after all.

Anyway, down to the nitty gritty. We
gave you some openings into getting
your QSL cards printed, but once you get
them, what then? Well, youcan send me
one for a start, and you'll get three back,
but where do you go from there?

The next step should be to join a QSL
club, of which there are hundreds. Most
are excelient but there are a few which
aren’t so good, so, to avoid disappoint-
ment accept other QSLers recom-
mendations. As you gradually get deep-
er into QSLing you will see which clubs
are the most popular and make your
decisions from there. A good guide is
generally your fellow QbLer's unit or
membershipnumber:ifit'sinsingfe digits
theclubis etther newornogood; butifthe
unit numbers run into thousands, as
many do, then it is even betsthat thisis a
worthwhile, well organised club, giving
good value for money.

Most clubs require a membership fee
in either American dollars or their own
currency, which can create a problem.
However your bank can advise on this,
by either getting dollars for you or raising
an International Money Order. If you
send actual currency through the post,

register it, or wrap the notes in carbon
paper so they don't show up under X-ray,
otherwise you might lose it all.

As a newcomer to QSLing you can
really do no better than to Join the first
(and currently only) English QSL club,
The English International DX Club. It is
run by Lima Charlie 1, alias Lez Carrol, at
225 Arnold Street, Boldon, Tyne and
Wear NE35 9BA. For a £5 membership
fee and ten of your own QSL cards you
will receive a membership certificate,
your DX unit number, ten swap QSL
cards from other countries, identification
card, cloth Union Jack patch, invitations
to Join other QSL clubs, and most
important of all, your very firstclub rubber
stamp. Now you're really going places.

British CB QSL cards are sought after
throughout the world, and providing you
date and sign each card, you will always

etone back. Better still, it you enclose a
ew more to your fellow QSLer they will
pass them on to friends; so you will begin
recelving a variety of cards from all over
the globe. I've just had one from
Indonesia (have they really got CB?).

What really Is surprising, apart from
the peculiar places you hear from, is the
sheer inventiveness and designs of the
cards you receive (and if someone in
your family collects foreign stamps —
guess wha is going to be very popular?).

ometimes a fellow QSLer will want to
help with other hobbies and again this
canbeveryinteresting. Overthe pastfew
weeks I've collected coins for Canada,
postcards for Alaska, badges for Austria,
and now souvenir teaspoons for Austra-
lia. You'll certainly never lack friends,
which is exactly what QSLing is all about
— Worldwide Friendship.

| had a card the other day from a fellow
CB'erin Berkshire who had skipped with
a friend of mine, Tom Sowden (King
Valium) in New York, and he passed my
QTH over the air from the Big Apple.
Behold, a new British CB contact was
made, how about that for QSLing?

Next issue we'll review some of the
better QSL clubs, and what you get for
yourmoney. TheMedicman
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Everylhing seems to be happening so
fast that there's little chance of a
bi-monthly publication like Breakerreally
keeping pace with developments, but
we’'ll carry on carrying on and just settle
for putting you in the picture after the
event.

Forexarnple, the AGMwas heldon 10
January of this year. Trouble Is we didn't
learn about it In time to tell you in the last
issue, and this issue won't appear on the
streets until after it's all over, but it wili
have to go to press before it's happened.
Net result of all this is that you'll have to
wail at least a month before we can fill
you in on all the latest.

But that's not all that has happened.
REACT have had their own good look at
928MHz and the Open Channel pro-
posals and concluded that 928 is totally
unsuitable for their purposes. The prim-
ary disqualification is obviousir on the

rounds of range, or rather the lack of it
her drawbacks would be the cost of
such eguipment — several manufac-
turers have already been quoted as
saying that 928 transceivers could, in
volume production, cost as little as £400.

The other little snag with 928 is its
disturbing tendency 1o give off non-
ionising radiation at levels which couid
be damaging to human belngs. The
danger of this, after much investigation,
seems to be slight — brain tumours are
not a likely side-effect, but eye cataracts
are a possibility — but any danger to
human life or limb is quite contrary to the
whole REACT princlple anyway.

On a practical level REACT have
concluded that 928 is an almost totally
untried frequency and to inflict an
expensive and experimental service on
the public does not fall within the limits of
what most peopls would regard as a
s_sitltisfactory personal two-way radio fa-
cillty.

rtﬂyeantime much work is-being done
behind the scenes with regard to the
future organisation of REACT teamsand
tha level of cooperation and coordination
they will enjoy with emargency services
ana other organisations who exist to
help, St John’s Ambulance Brigade, for
example.

Sadly the list of area coordinators and
the territory IheY are responsible for has
been altered quite substantially since our
last issue, s0 that alimost everything on
that list is now out of date. Best thing we
can do for now is to give you a complete
re-run, together with the up-to-date
information.

Also lurking on this page somewhere
Eou‘llspotachp-outfcrm. tis, shouldyou

avefailedtorealise, aninvitation foryou
to join REACT UK if you haven't already
done so. We could give you a lot of old
waffle about helping your nelghbour,
putting CB to a practical use, all that old
stuff, but you probably knowit all already.
Question is — what are you prepared to
doaboutit? Since itsinception inthe very
early '60s REACT has handled over 60
million emergency calls, 15 million of
them from motorists. Exactlg how to
measure the henefit to the public which
that record represents Is not a question
we can answer, although we wish we
could.

One thing though — it took loads and
loads of ordinary people to make it work.

BREAKER
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AREA 2 — South West
Ivan Francis (

28 The Coots
Stockwood v
Bristol

Avon BS14 8LH

AREA 3 — South East
Godfrey Bunce

56 Parsonage Road
Cranleigh

Surrey GU6 7AJ

AREA 4 — Midlands
Paul Thomson

130 Chester Road South
Kidderminster

Worc DY10 1XE

[ AREA 5 — North & | of Man
Brian D Low

7 Brendjean Road
Morecambe

Lancs LA4 5SE

AREA 6 — Scotland
Ron Warbrick

10 Manse Road
Stonehouse
Lanarkshire ML9 3QP

AREA 7— Wales
Fiay_lHu hes

10 Hendre Close
Capel Hendre
Ammanford

—_— Dyted

Qua AREA 8 — NIreland
The Representation pending
3?;’3; AREA 9 — Greater London Area
than. Ron Kendall

130 Drysdale Avenue

North Chingford

London E4 7PE

|

5

r-----------------

i Membership Form for REACT UK Supporters Club i

28 The Coots, Stockwood, Bristol, Avon BS14 8LH I

Please find enclosed my AnnualMembershipL5each............cciviivev e —_ .
Money Order/Cheque made out Donation ContribUtioN...........c.cci e e — 7
To: REACT UK Supporters Club, SponsorshipContribUtion ... 1 l

121311 TSP PPTPP NBITIE e e e e e e e e e e e e e esanad v T l
F Y Lo | (=P Fate (o] £ PP PR,

I County ... P/Code ..o CoUNty ..o PICOdE ..o I
: Receipts issued on request with stamped sae enclosed [

L----------------- ----------*
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Iifyou find anad
unacceptable,

don't turn the page:
turn to us.

The Advertising Standards Aulhontyl
if an advertisement is wrong,we're here to put it right.
ASA Ltd. Brook House.Torrington Place, London WCIE 7HN.

CLIFF DAVIS CARS LIMITED

247 251Goldhawk Road, London W12

INCORPORATING

® CB! A{ CDC: Clift Davis Cars Lid. have the latest CB accessories:
disguised M-610 retractable antennas, with splitter boxes, £24.95;
DV27,£9;DX275/8,£10.20,DX27,€17;T27,£18; X27,£16;FS2,£13;
008, £17.50; NFS 1000, £186; slide meounts, £6; splitter boxes, £9;
Turner plus 2 mics, £25; 3/5 amp PLS, £24; BPBS, £27.95; CB
converter to ordinary radio, £14.95; handbooks, £3.95; Big Dummies,
£3.95; AV 200 antennas {fits on glass), £26; all prices plus VAT. Fitting
extra. Q1-741 2857. 247 Goldhawk Road, London W12,

CB Equipment & Accessories

NEW SHOP NOW OPEN AT
22 The Broadway,
Maidstone, Kent
Tel: Maidstone (0622) 681719

10% Discount to Readers of Breaker Magazine

Huge Stocks of all CB Accessories.

Also a wide range of telephones
answering machines &
other electrical goods.

WE ARE EXPANDING OUR WHOLESALE
OPERATION AND ARE CURRENTLY
LOOKING FOR NEW RETAIL
OUTLETS IN MANY AREAS.
PLEASE TELEPHONE AND ASK
ROB WALSH
FOR FURTHER DETAILS.

AND C.B. RADIO

TRUCKER’S PARADISE

ALL THE BEST IN TRUCKING

10 MARSHALSEA ROAD
LONDON SE1HL

TEL 01-403-1717

TOP QUALITY SEW-ON BADGES

Cheose from our ran%e ol$real, new Irucking and CB badges. They're made Irom ihs finest materials and are all fully washable.
Desigris A-P 70p each, Q-

80p each, Z 90p.
4

T

T. SHIRT SPECIAL OFFER

OuwrtamousBusby T. shirtreal
pulsthemassage ovar. itusuaily -
selisfor£3,50 + P&Pbutwa're |,
oﬂerirwltroronlyss.zslnc.
P&P. Weusaonly lopquality
American shiisandihayare
availablein black, navyblugaand
rad. Whencrdering den'tforget
togive yourchast maasurement.

To: Truckers' Paradise, 10 Marshalsea Rd; London, SE1 1HL.
Please send me the following items:

Please Specify ExactBadge Design..............cccoccvviiiceiriicci e

Sew-onbadgesA-P
Sew-onbadgesQ-Y ......
Sew-onbadgeZ
Busby T.shit ...
Bug Dummy's Guideto CB Radio
Stanguage Language
CBLingoBible
All prices include VAT & P&P.

| enclose chequs/P.O. for £......made payable to Truckers’ Paradise

Note: We are unabie to accept cheques or P.O.s from the Irish Republic. We can
accept orders over the 'phone using ACCESS or VISA. Phone us on 01-4031717
far orders, queries or problems.

DESIGNZ
T
BOOKS ON C.B.

Thare are so many C.B. books available now that we have declded to
offer only the thrae bast.

THE BIG DUMMY'S GUIDE TO C.B. RADIO is an excellent
book covering every aspect of C.B. lthas all theinformation you needto
know when bu&n%(a ric};], when installing one and whan actually using
one. Tha bast book at the best price £2.95 inc. P&P.
SLANGUAGE LANGUAGE
Is Amaerica’s best selting C.B. diclionary and contalns thousands of
worgs and phrases in use by our C.B. buddies In the States. Essantial
reading for everyone interested in C.B. £2.50 inc. P&P.
C.B.BIBLE )
is probably the best selling C.B.
book in this country. It's only
small, but it lells you everything you

sewrg ] 7 need to Know on how to
| e talk C.B.

75p Inc, P&P.

CB =
s §=4

LT

THE B DuMsrs
AL GUIDELTO
L4

o e 1
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DENVER

Al
ISKID PARISH)

Britain’s newest C.B. Shop at:— 69, Out Northgate,
Bury St. Edmunds, ‘phone 4054 and Denver Autos
{Skid Parish) Troston, Nr. Bury St. Edmunds, 'phone
035 96 506.

Main Agent for Mura Electronics Accessories

Largest selection of C.B. accessories in East Anglia, over 30 diffgrent
types of Antennas: base, mobile, K40, firestik, mag mounts, disguiss,
electric, lrucker-twing, gutter-mounts, etc, Power mikes, speech
processors, 13.8/mains power supplies, S.W.R./power meters,
antenna rotators, P.A. horns, Tweely birds, space birds, plugs, coax,
books, magazines, hats, badges, stickers, splitter boxes, linear amps,
2 BW-1000W, T.V.I. filters, extension speakers, C.B. records, slide
mounts, SUppPressors, monitors.

Transistors and spares, in lact almost everything los you C.Bars
FreeTechnical Advice Fastfitting and repair service

Any one interested In jolning
a C.B. CLUB 'phone for Skid.
Baiclay card. Access Card, American Express welcome, Mail Order, C.0.0.

Why not eyeball us [rom 8am — 8.30pm 7 days a week

10-10 GOOD BUDDIES.

LRI $

B

The Largestdistributors of CB accessories
in Scotland and the North of England

Come and see the biggestand

best selection of CB radio
accessories including:-

MICRGPHONES by

TURNER -K40

G.C.ELECTRONICS
ESSION FQUIPMITNT

SWR METERS
including HANSEN

CUSTOM EQUIPE

CUSTOM EQUIPE GROUP
131 FOUNTAIN BRIDGE
EDINBURGH

EH3 9GG

Telephone:
(031 229) 8830

PARTIAL FITTING SERVICE
IN QUR RADIO DEPT.

CBRa%R

- TO C.B. EQUIPMENT RETAILERS

O

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
WE OFFER A UNIQUE SERVICE

THROUGHOUT CENTRAL SCOTLAND

To/  SEE WHAT YOU BUY!
WHEN YOU BUY!

(OVER 150 ITEMS OF C.B. EQUIPMENT CONSTANTLY IN STOCK)
TO RETAILERS THROUGHOUT G.B.
WE HAVE A FIRST CLASS
DISPATCH SERVICE —

CALL US NOW!

For terms and catalogue write or phone fo/

MOBEK: motherweli Street, Airdrie ML6 7EJ.
Tel. Airdrie (02364) 52378

Suppliers of Auto Electrical Components,
Communication Equipmentand Electrical
Surplus Goodsto Trade and Industry.

-
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We've had areasonably strong response from all over
the country for the club page, and we're gradually
bullding up qguite an impressive list, so we thought this
issuewe'dpresentyouwithasummary ofthe wholelot
as opposed to just giving the new ones a plug.

eknowthere are others we haven'theardfromyet
and we realise that the need for, er, privacy mightwell
| have caused some of the reticence.

Whatwe'd liketo dois atleast publish the factthata
club or clubs exist in certain areas, because as you'll
saefrom acouple of letters we've published, there are
a number of potential breakers missing out because
they can't getin touch.

At least if they know you exist they'll be able to give
you a shout or ask around, aven if they can't track you
down through local accessory shops.

We'd alse like to try and get calling channels for AM
and Sideband organised by area so that people just
passing through will be able to find someone totalk to;
in our feable opinion the tradition of calling channels
and so onis unlikely to change whatever frequency is
in use, so if you regularly call on 19 on 27 now, you'll
probably use 19 on 928 if it ever comes.

So evenifyou've already written to us with details of
your club there's no reason why you shouldn't write
again. We'd liks to hear from you anyway.

BREAKER




AngllaBreakers Club
¢/o GreatWhite Horse Hotel
TavernStreet
Ipswich
utfolk

Bandstand
Flagstones
WastHeathLane
Sevenoaks

Breaker One Four Club
¢foOK Corral
NaplerBarracks

BFPO 20
WastGermany

BricketBreakers Club

ofo Wattord Component Centre
7 Langley Road

Watford

Herls

Bristol CBC
1AStPeler's Rise
Headley Park
Bristol BS13 7LU
Bury CBC
c/oRipley House Hotel -
Nonh ate Avenus

R(I tEdmunds

olk

Bristol Breakers
120BeaufortRoad
StGeorge

Bristol5
Tel:0272554868

CardIH & District Breakers
12 Aberdored Road
Gabalfa

Cardiff

CBACentral Scotland
5 Carronvale Avenue
Larbert

Stirlingshire

CBAFife
32Balmalse
Leven

Flfe

CBAReading
POBox 123
Reading

CBASussex
15Buckingham Mews
ShorehamBy Sea
Sussex

CBCBClub

103 Southwood Road
Downside

Dunstable

Beds

CBGBH
CBHouse
Crosby
Liverpool

CB-NE
POBox61
Sunderland SR31EZ

BREAKER

CB Radlo Action Group
55 Dartmouth Road
ForestHill

LondonSE23

cheeseg Breakers Club
116 StChristopher'sDrive
Caerphllly
Glamorgan

Cheltenham Breakers Assn
8B/6 Phville Crescent
Cheltenhamn

or
The Crownand Cushlon
Bath Road

Cheltenharn

Clog Town Breakers Club
33 PendieCourt
AstleyBridge
BoltonBL16PY

Tel: Bolton{0204) 50046

ClydeCoastBreakers
¢/olsland Hotel

New St

Stevenston

Ayrshlre

pgﬂCats Club
anager
Manholme Grange
Altham

Accrington
Lancasghlre

DonValley Breakers
15 Rosebaerry Avenue
Hatfield

Doncaster

Dragon Breakers Assn
96 Leafleld Road

Hunts Cross

Liverpool 256

EastAntrimGCBRC
POBox4
Antrim

EdinburghCBRC
22 Ross Gardens
EdinburghEH938R

Eiite Breakers

The Windmilt
Lambeth High Straet
London SE

EssexCitlzens’ Band Club
24 Bryony Close

Witham

Essex CMB 2XF

Tel: Witham (0376)513532

GBA

Coronation Service Statlon
Middlston Road

Heywoad

Lancs

GlasgowCBC
147 Trossachs Road
Glasgow G72

Gramplan Breakers Club
59Jasmine Terrace
Aberdesn

Scotland

Harrowand Wembley CB Group
7 SandringhamCrescent

Harrow

Middlesex

Independent Breakers Assn
113BiscotRoad
Luton

Lagan Valley CB Club
Poste Restante

GPO

Lisburn

Nlrgland

Lelcestershire CB'ers
¢/o ModernMotoring
88 Narborough Road
Leicester LE3OBR

Lennox Breakers' Club
Loch Lomond
Dunbartonshirs

MCBRA
85AllensLane
Pelsall
Walsall
WestMIdlands

Medway Breakers
56 Playstool Road
Newingion
Slttingbourne
Kent

Midlands CBRC
Unit2
720valRoad
Erdington
Birmingham

Midlands CB RadloClub
85 Allens Lang

Palsall

Walsall

WastMidlands

Natlonal Committes For The
Legallsation of 27MHz CB Radio
47b Stoneygate Road
Narborough

Lelcester

NatlonalIndependentPirate Band
Heirman Straat37

Mearksem 2060

Beigium

OpenChanne!CBC
17 Coronation Street
Praston

OpencChannel Club
87 SedgemoorRoad
CoventryCV34EA

Pennine OneNine Club
29 Legrams Avenus
Lidget Green

West YorkshireBFD7 2PP

Preston CBC

29 Russell Avenue
Preston

Lancs

REACT({UK)

28 TheCools
Stockwood
BristolBS148LH

Redditch AreaCBClub
88 Heronfield Close
Churchilt

. Redditch

Worcs
Tel: Redditch (0527)67083

StHelens CB Club

33 Broadway

Grange Park

StHelens -
Merseyside WA103RS

SevenTowers CBC
15Camduff Drive
Ballymena
CoAntrim

South Birmingham Citlzens’
Band Club

14 Delrene Road

Shirley

Solinull

WestMIdlands
Tel:0217451135

Steel CltyCBC
282 Eccleshall Road
Sheftisld 511 8PE

10-4Club
85EssexRead
Walthamstow
LondonE17

TheFree BroadcastMovement
BCM

Box8033

London WC1VEXX

21 Breakers Club
c/o8Trerice Drive
Tretherras
Newqua’

Comwal

UBA(NEP
53Mayialr Avenue
Lancaster

UKCBC

32 Downbank Avenue
Barnehurst

KentDA7 BRP

also the same address for
Nattonal Commlttee forthe
Legallsatlonof CB

Unlted Breakers Assoclation
50 Gaskell Streat

Clapham

LondonSW4

United CampalgnForThe
Legalisationof CB Radio
10Lochnell Road

DunbeF

Conne

Argyll RA371QU
Untouchables
299Manchester Road
Kearsley

Bolton
Lancs

Wassex Open Channel Club
48 Holsom Close

Stockwood

BristolBS148LX

WestGlamorgan Breakers Assn
25 Plass Newydd

BaglanMoors

PenTalbot

WestGlamorgan SA117DF

WestLondon Breakers
mast atthe Stream Packetby Kew
Bridge

Weymouth CBC
Flat1

39St Thomas St
Weymouth
Dorset

WyreForestBreakers
19 Chawson Pleck
Chawson Estate
Droitwich

EEBEE
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a guide to knobs and dials




Brand new shiny rigs. Rooms full of
them. Shelves greaning under the
welght. Shop windows stacked high
with milllons of super-powerful rl?s.
All legal and above boerd, yours for
the asking, to haveandtoholdforever
and a day etc, untll a better one comes
on to the market.

Trouble Is, which one of the stag-
gering varlety on offer are you golng
to choose? And how will you know if
you’re getting a deal or just getting
ripped off?

© begin with you're golng to be a
Iittle bit protected, because they wlll
all have to conform to a manufac-
turing standard, which will Include
the establishment of minimum per-
formance and cuality specification
for key components, so they will all
have tc meet certaln baslc require-
ments. Likewlse their power and
performance will be limited to a
maximum flgure, so they'll all he
pretty much the same in that way.

It's rather a plty that this kind of
regulation doesn’t affect more types
of technical equipment, because It
does protect prospective purchasers
from the advertiser's and manufac-
turer's doubletalk with which the
average punter is bombarded. You
won't have to sort one bunch of

to
-da

extravagant clalms from another,
because they’ll all be tled to the same
specifications. Broadly speaking,
that Is.

About the onh{ place manufac-
turers of CB equipment can attract
purchasers towards thelr ecﬁulpment
and away from others Is by fllling the
front of thelr sets with all kinds of
dials, lights and knobs. Sooner or
later the seme kind of gadget-orlented
snobbery which affects hi-fl wlll In-
vade the CB world, if it hasn't already.

There are any number of reflne-
ments which can be added to the
ordinary 'cooking’ rlg; some vital,
some useful, some just pleasantries.
Sorting out which Is what and what Is
which will be your only real headache.

But before you ?et tothattherearea
number of simple guestions you'll
need to answer for yourself, First off,
If you’re buying a moblle rig, Is to
make sure you get the polarity right.
Just llke an ordinary car radlo, these
things will fry If they're plugged In
back to front. Next — make sure It fits.
It’s no ood‘buglng up a glittering
heap of ex-NASA junk from the
control desk at Housten If It's too blg

%o In, under, on or near your
shboard.

If you're buying a base station —
just get the voltage right. 12voit DC
sets, or 110 AC sets wlll Imitate the
actlon of Guy Fawkes awhole lot more
successfully than he managed It
himselfif you plug them In to 240 volts
of AC current.




Hand-helds are sasier, because ther
use batteries and you can't go wrong [f
youusetherightonesand puttheminthe
right way round. All you need to do with a
portable is make sure it has as much
range and as many channels as you
require — this Is something you'll have to
decide for yoursslf, depending on your
intended use.

There are also rigs available specially
made for marine use; mostly that means
they’re waterproofed, or water-resistant
to some degree. l's abighelpif you're all
atsea. ...

The cost of any of these things is going
to be affected by the amount of refine-
ment it boasts. Many functions, like fine
tunlnﬂor neoise suppression, can be bullt
into the internal circuitry of a rig, but it
seems that the gadget-conscious so-
ciely we live In rejects all that; we like to
see the gadgets up front where they can
be flaunted and twiddled.

Some controls are basic and common
to all sets. In a sort of order of
precedence, let's check round a few.
On/Off/Volume

Dead basic this; you'll need to use it
first, andit's justlike the onfoff/volurme on
your car radio/tranny/granny’s hearing
ald. It adjusts the volume of incoming
signals only, and has no effect on the
volume or strength of your trans-
missions.

Channel Select

Does just that. On a 40-channelrig it's
numbered 1 to 40. On sets with fewer
channels it might be numbered 1-23 or
similar. Portabie sets with three chan-
nels will either be marked 8, 14, 19 or A,
B, C. The first speaks for itseif, the
second will depend entirely on the
crystals in the set. These can be altered
to suit your needs b‘],r aradio engineer.

Some 40-channel rigs have a mecha-
nical channel selector, others use a
pressbutton electronic selector with an
LCD readout. Very often the electronic
selector will have an exira switch or an
extra setting marked ES, which will whizz
gour rig to channel 9 at one press of a

utton for emergency use.
Squelch

Odd name, squeich, but strangely apt
when Kou getused to it. It's rather like a
scratch filter on a hi-fi set, because it
filters out background neise to which CB
is rather prone. As you turn it you'll find
that there's a definite cut-off point at
whicheverything goesquiet. Best setting
is fractionally befow this point. Turn the
squeich down until the nolse goes away
andthenjustcreepitback afraction. That
way you won't be bothered by back-
ground hash (which can be very distract-
ing) but any station which is close
enough to give you a readable signal will
come in perfectly. If you're working a
station which fades out as it draws away
you can open the squelch to keep it a
while longer.
nglse Limiter/Noise Blanker (ANL/

hese cut out static and engine
interference and make your listening life
a bit easier. They're a refined type of
squslch, if you like, and will also cut out
weak transmissions.
Delta Tune/Clarifler

Just fine tuning really, which helps you
zero in on stations that are slightly off
frequenc

incorporated into the internal circuits.
50

- Not so important on AM sets, .
but vital for sideband use. They ¢an be.

RF Gain

Yet another kind of squelch, specifical-
fy to cut down on the BRF volume in your
receiver amp. Adjust it like you would for
squelch to cut down on background and
distant statlons. You ¢an run with it wide
openfyou’rslooking for abreak, butiurn
it down to stop distortion on nearby units
— if you were runtning in convoy, say.
Distant/Local

Another varlation of the same sort of
thing, but with only two posmons instead
of being infinitely variable. On 'Local the
altenuator will stop nearby stations from
overdriving your receiver. On ‘Distant’ #
willrestore your rig to its full sensitivity for

- normal operating.

Meters

Your rig will probably have one or two
ofthese. The power out will show youthe
strength of your transmission as it leaves
the rig and the signal strength meter
(S-meter) will show the strength of
incoming signals.

Some rigs have a PA switch which
altow youtoplug an external speakerinto
the jack prowded and use your rig like a
PA. This is exceplionally ussful if your
SWR is more than about 3:1 or for
alertingthe driverin frontof youtothefact
that Charles Darwin was wrong after ail
and London Zoo"is full of mentally
sub-normal gorillas who can drive better
than that.

Amike gain control actuall ()5( affectsthe
way your voice gets out. Get another
breaker to check :( with you and tell you
the setting at which your voice begins to
distort. The best setting is just below that
point.

All mikes have a push-to-talk bar;
depress it when you want to speak and
release it if you want to hear anKthing.

That's the very basic stuff taken care
of, and with that lot you'll be able to do all
youwant. Aflerthattherestofitbecomes
refinement, things like tone squelch (a
sont of selective call systemy); frequency
counters (iiUSt that — visual readout of
your Tx frequency to three decimal
places) and VFO (Delta Tune, really, and
ong slightly useful most of the time).

f course as the microchip comes
more and more to the forefront of our
lives it affects the CB rig as much as
anything eJse. Third-generation sets
presently appearing on the market
incorporate many of the same features
as car stereo gear, and then some.
Perhaps the most useful effect the chip
has had so faris the cordless CB mike —
a small radio transmitter in its own right,
with a range of up to 100 yards. Many
chip-lessrigs have their basic controls —
onfoffivolume, squelch and channel
select — huilt into the mike, and the
newer ones now have that bemefit also,
but without the curly bit of wire attaching
the mike (and its operator) to the vehicle.
Rather like a cordless phone, infact, and

’| very nice too.

Newer rigs have selective call based
on afive-digitnumber, whichmeans your
rig, should you so desire, can only be
activated by similarly equipped breakers
who know your private code. Some will
monitor their own SWR, display it if you
ask and switch off if they think it's too
high. Others scan for busy channels,

‘vacant channels or both, some will

automatically gotochannel 9ifitgets any
traffic, olthers will go to any pre-
determinad channel at a sslected lime,
like an alarm clock.

Someone, somewhere is almost cer-
tainly working on one which takes your
temperature, speaks your weight and
grabs you by the nuts every time you
cough. No-one has yet perfected one
which can make tea or mix really good
whisky sours, but thereg's still time.

Just how much gadgetry you want
dependsonyourtaste and of course your
pocket. But if you do go out and buy one
that has everything, plus both side-
bands, bearin mind thatit'll be outof date
before you've paid off the credit card
company. Enthusiasts like to look on it as
progress, manufacturers like 1o call it
that, but know it's planned obsolescence
really. Bank rmanagers call it profit or
loss, depending on whether you're
buying or selling.

BREAKER
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RADIO

C ACCESSORIES
73<s A SS's

55 Whitehorse Road

Croydon Surrey
Telephone 689 5797
Open Mon to Sat 9.30 till 7 o'clock

Sun till 12 noon
Ask for Bernie or John

Best Prices Around

FOR EXAMPLE
Stardusters £24.00 DvV27 . £6.50
Silver Rods £26.00 DX27 £11.00
100w Burners £110.00 K27 £12.00
Power Supply £20.00
PAHorns £6.50
SWAR Meters £8.50

CB Clubs can be supplied on sale on return basis
if they wish to set up displays at their weekly meets

S

GOT YOUR r/

EARS ON?

FOR ALL YOUR CB REQUIREMENTS
CONTACT

HARRISONS ACCESSORIES

166-168 ASHBY HIGH STREET
SCUNTHORPE, SOUTH HUMBERSIDE
TEL: 0724 65146

OUR RANGE IS UNLIMITED

MOSTTYPESOF ANTENNAS—S.W.R.METERS
BURNERS SPLITTERKS”@gXES SUPPRESSION
POWERMIKES—PATCHLEADS
PL259PLUGS ANDREDUCERS
ALSOMANYMOREGOODIES

HANDLE BADGES MADE WHILE YOU WAIT

(Wedonotsell rigs until legal)
Wholesale and retail enquiries welcome
ASKFORNEIL

10-10 WE GONE!

—rORMULA ONE

246 PAISLEY ROAD, RENFREW
041-885-0330
AUTO SPARES & ACCESSORIES
STOCKISTS OF
Turner Hy-gain Avanti

‘.‘.-MSI“-
Power.Max.SYS Lectronix %

Firestik C.M. master antenna specialists
DV27,DX27,MS264,T27, etc.,

Fromourlarge stock

RIGGERS

157 KINGS ROAD, HARROGATE
Tel: (0423) 68851

LEAVEIT T0 THE EXPERTS

THE NORTH YORKSHIRE CB

40 DV27£6.92 + V.AT. SPECIALISTS
: EVERYTHING FOR THE
d We donotsellrigs.
K °ConeTseTigs ENTHUSIAST AT
Ask for Gordon. REALIS.TIC E’RICES
Firestik’| mmm— twes | || OPEN O
: _ 1S
ANTENNAS | OAebegoeare \év’ng:DAYS ;gmggm ,\Q&«
: am-2pm
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BIG EARS IN KENT!

Yes, atlastamajor‘C.B’ shopisopeninginKent!
‘Big Ears’ famous fortop quality atlow prices
willbe openingin Doverin February!

NEXT TO THE
HOVERPORT!

THE CB SHACK

Importers of CB communications Equipment

ACCESSORIES

TV1/SCIFILTERS (AMUST) £6.50

ANTENNAMATCHING UNITS £7.50

3WAY ANTENNA SWITCH £7.50

SWR/FIELDSTRENGHMETER FROME14.95

TWINMETERSWR/POWER FROME15.50

SWR/POWER/WITHMATCHING UNIT 23.95

MAGNETICBASE FORMOBILE ANTENNAS £7.95

CBTESTMETERSWR/POWER/MODETC. £28.95

PAHORNSPEAKERS FROM£7.95

WHOOPERCARALARM £14.95 GET YOUR EARS ON? DO YOU COPY?

CABLE, PLUGS. SOCKETS ETC. DL e AUBBERBANER Dicover the diferes stucen o BEAVER

"o i aduational and enferiSiming cassedte ape

AMATEUR RADIO ANTENNAS Learn also the more serious aspect of Citizens Band Radic. For example., how

2MA4ELEMENT YAGI9DB GAIN £17.25 to deal with an emergency situation. .

ZM11ELENENTYAGIT1 3DBGAN oass ||| BSRTIRIEL L R SRR AR

2ZM14ELEMENT YAGI15.00DB GAIN 39.25 Be an ‘ACE’ in time for legislation

2MRINGO RANGERVERTICAL6DB GAIN £25.95 THEN

join a convoy with confidence

“TEACH YOURSELF C.B.”

(A BRITISH GUIDE TO C.B. LANGUAGE)
ALSO INCLUDED IS A REFERENCE LIST OF TRADITIONAL TEN CODE, PRONETIC

28MHZRINGORANGERVERTICAL3.75DBGAIN  £25.95

ALL ABOVE ARE NORMALLY EX-STOCK

ADVICE GIVEN FREELY ALFHABET AND GLOSSARY OF THE MORE POPULAR PHRASES
_' SEND cheque or money order to the value of £2.99p (specinl introductory price} + 15p P+P TO:
16 MOUNT VIEW ROAD ORPINGTON KENT BRIDAIR AUDIO PROMOTIONS
ORPINGTON (66) 32411 BASEMENT STUDIQS, 158 NEW BRIDGE STREET
Open: 10am-8pm Mon-Sun NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE NE1 2TE ’
Tradeenquiries welcome Tel:0632-22331 Allow 28 days for dalivery

HAVE YOU EVER WISHED YOU GOULD MAKE

THE RIGHT CONNECTIONS!!! GUILDFORD

The breakers CB
shop with the

.4 big discounts.

Now you ¢an do it the profassional way wilh our latest assenmeni of 117 pre-insulaled
tarminals, 9° sin Ieoorecgble.zmllsoiP.V.C.la eandagmlesslonalcrimpinglool.whlchalso Allthe latest C.B. accessories, K40, MURA,

culs and sirips the cable, all contained in a slurdy re-usable slide-lop box, Tha 121 items plus Jaws il CB rig components. Comprehensive

the box wouﬁi relail in excess of £11.00 our price Including box, p&p only £8.95 :

Please send chequa/P.0. or debit my Access accounto:  J. R. Sales. stocks. Helpfu' adwce_ and some real bargains

QRT-CEX {pdy posiate] Froopost, D.V. 27 £6.90 T.V.l, filters £4.95 Turner +2 power

b e T Nottingham NG2 1BR. mikes £18.99 Base 240 V 80w burners £80.50. Open8a.m. —
Address........ Ne stamp resjuired. 6.30 p.m. S.A.E. for full mail order list.

AccessNo. Please allow up to 28 days for

SIGNAIULE: oo seossess s sesssesssessssesemsereesnnnee AOIVETY. 34 ALDERSHOT RCAD, GUILDFORD {0483) 77550
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" London Flooding"
| Would YOU be affected?

Flood Risk o N

in certain weather conditions between August and April a high tide could cause
flooding in Londan The area at risk is shown on the map.

Public Warnings ’\
Radio and TV will broadcast EARLY WARNING about 4 hours before flooding seems .

iikely.  If the risk continues, a SIREN WARNING will sound in the risk area
(six 30 second blasts at 15 second intervals) about 1 hour before expected fiooding. /

Public Transport

Bus, Underground and BR Services through the risk area will be reduced about
2 hours after Early Warning and will cease after the sirens sound.

\S:_ ol t.

What YOU should do

At the early warning iiyou work in the risk area, or have to travel through it
set off for home as soon as you can. P il
if you live in the area stay tuned to the radio, listen

for the sirens and be ready to follow advice i
by your local council, et

A1

{

Stay tuned to the radio and foliow local advice. 0"@6' nu
attempt to travel

aming, stay tuned to the radio

5¢

At the siren warning




- Ulhe Rigwetene

Exciting old life we lead on Breaker,
what? Last issue we were swanning
about Norfolk with the AA, proving
that two-way radio really is useful,
even in an urban environment. This
month we're staying at home by the
fire and we're going to try to prove the
same thing without leaving our chair.
To do it we're going to examine the
potential life-saving qualities of CB
within the occurrence of a major
disaster. Mostly theory, we’ll admit,
but the possibility for such a disaster
as we’re about to describe is marked;
a very real threat exists, as most
Londoners are aware. In fact our
capital city is a danger area for its
inhabitants, who stand a greater risk
of drowning than having a jumbo fall
onthem out ofthe sky, despite the fact
that Heathrow is the busiest Inter-
national airport in the world.

It's perhaps not all that widely known, but
London sinks a bit every year.
Compounding this, the Thames rises.
The new London Bridge, next to the site
of the old cne which was soldto America,
is also scant yards from the site of the
original bridge the Romans built nearly
2000 vyears ago. Laterally, that is.
Vertically it is a long way from it, as the
Roman bridge (orits site, anyway) is now
permanently submerged, even at low
water.

In 1236, during a storm of exceptional
ferocity, the Thames burst its banks in
the City. The Great Hall at Westminster
was so full of water that people were
rowing in it. Hundreds perished.

Evergbody knows that compulsive
diarist Samuel Pepys recorded both the
Great Fire and the Great Plague,
although not necessarily In that order.
What is not so widely acknowledged Is
the fact that London suffered a third
major disaster in 1663, when the
Thames burstits banks again, during the
course of a fierce storm. Once again the
death tolf was vast.

Many are aware of, and may even
remember, the great floods of 1953; the
Thames didn't actually get into the City,
but the fierce storm, arriving with a high
tide, overtopped sea defences all along
the East Coast and part of the way up the
gstuary; again hundreds died.

The mechanics of the operation are
simﬁle enough. High tides are the resuilt
of the pull of the moon's gravity, and
follow it along the circular surface of the
eanh. High tide in John O'Groatsishalf a
day earlier than high tide at Southend. In
effect there’s a surge of water moving
down the east coast of Britain at some

Allthis is normal and doesn’t matter; it
funnels down the North Sea and exits
into the Channel quite happily.

The second factor which affects Lon-
donis cbviously the weather, whichas all
weather fans will know, is worse when
barometric pressure is low. An area of
low pressure atseawillcausea 'hump’'—
a slight, but measurable rise in sea level
in the area of the low. if such a low
pressure area was to move along the
coast of Britain (which it does not
infrequently) then sea level in the North
Sea would be higher than usual.

If the low was being moved down the
North Sea by a storm, then the piling up
effect of wind on the hump would muitiply
its effect. Should it coincide with a high
tide movemant then we have trouble.
Piled up against the coast, all this water
rushes up the Thames Estuary under
pressure, and high tide at London Bridge
(the heart of the capital) is abnormally
high.

The extent of the abnormality depends
onthe lowness of the low pressure at sea
and the ferocity of the storm. Such a
combination of factors, especially during
a Spring Tide (which is higher than usual
anyway) could have a disastrous effect
on the City of London, as the Embank-
ment overtopped and the London Basin,
in which London is not unnaturally
situated, filled up with water. Normal
drainage would be unable to cope with
this extra water, and if, as seems likely

during a storm, local rainfall had been
heavy, then all the drains would be trying
to pump water into the Thames in any
case. London would fill up with water and
become a lake. Unlike Venetians, Lon-
doners are neither accustomedto having
large quantities of water occupying their
major thoroughfares, nor are they pre-
pared for it.

Although the danger period for such a
chain of events is obviously only during
the badweather of winter, the GLC are so
concerned that they are spending mil-
lions of pounds on building a barrier
across the Thames to prevent it happen-
ing. They're spending nearly as much
money warning Londoners of the possi-
bility and the correct course of action to
take in case it happens before the barrier
is complete.

Inthe way of allmajor building projects
the barrier is of course behind schedule,
and Londoners have to face at least one
more winter without it. And with every
winter that passes without a flood (il's
been nearly 30 years, although there
have been a couple of nasty moments
racently) the danger becomes greater,
the possibility comes closer.

If a flood struck now disaster would not
be the word.

At least 50 square miles of Central
London would be under water. That area
would include Westminster and County
Hall, robbing both London and the
country atlarge of a central government.

speed, : I
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250 000 homes would be flooded, mak-
ing a million people at least homeless.

All public utilities — electricity, gas,
telephone — would be disrupted.

Also, 35 hospitals, including Barts and
St Thomas’s, would be unusable, along
with 15 power stations, 56 telephone
exchanges, four major sewage works
and 50 %nderground stations contained
in 46 mies of tube tunnel.

West of London itself, low-lying areas
around Kingston would be prone to
flooding also. Since most of the reser-
voirs which supply the millions of gallons
of fresh water used in the Capital every
day are in that part of the world the
authorities could not guarantes the
integrity of the water supply. Disease
would be a short step away.

London stilluses a gravity-fed sewage
system—the point of entry is higherthan
the point of expulsion. Underseveral feet
of waler this would no longer be true, and
apart from spreading sewage around the
lake in which the City lay, the flood woutd
forceraw, untreated effluentout of baths,
kitchen sinks and street drains all over
London, even in areas not directly
affected by the flood. .

Depending on the severity of the
overtopping, the drainage system might
be unable to cope before the next high
tide. Then, depending on the extent of
the damage and whether ornotthe storm
still survived in the North Sea, the City
would be lying in the centre of a vast,
storm-tossed lake, awaiting the on-
slaught of a fresh high tide every 12
hours.

In one 12-hour period the death and
destruction would be worse than that
caused through the whole duration of the
Blitz. Emergency services would cease
to exist, hospitals would be in the same
slate as everybody else and there would
be no means of bringing aid to those
trapped in the heart of the disaster area.

Indeed it is difficult to see how all the
helicoptersin the couniry could success-
fully rescue or keep supplied the
inhabitants of the most crowded city in
the country. The nightime population of
London — residents and shiftworkers —
totals more than two million. During
working hours there may be as many as
12 million, although not all will be In
danger areas.

it is because there is no means of
coping with a disaster of such magnitude
that no plans exist. In all their warnings to
the populace the GLC have never once
made mention of assembly points for
rescue, community centres for the dis-
tribution of food and essential supplies or
given any indication of how military or
other teams might be deployed to bring
refief to afflicted areas.

The situation would be worse than the
harrowing scenes we have recently
witnessed in the eanthguake-torn areas
of Italy, principally because there would
be no access for rescue teams until the
flood subsided, andthat couldbe 14 days
or longer.

Stricken by disease, with no pure
water and no means of getting any,
Londoners will be left fo a grisly fate.

Their only means of communication
with the cutside world will be viahowever
many battery operated portable radios
survive the deluge and then only for as
long as the batteries will last; the advice
to citizens under nuclear attack — 'keep
yourradio on atalltimes'—assumesthat

power supplies will be maintained. With
sufficient advance warning of a flood
power will be deliberately switched off.

Even assuming fully charged batteries
at the start of the fun, Londoners will still
be able to receive information only —
there will be no opportunity for dialogue
with rescuers or distant Authority.

Because Authorily will be distant, it
has already made its own plans for rapid
evacuation to a safe place, butl the
average Londoner will be largely left to
his or her own devices.

CB radio is hardly likely to be the
saviour ofthe massesin adisaster of this
magnitude. Apart from anything else, its
use will be restricted to the percentage of
those who have it and who have the
forethought and the opportunity to
rescue their rig and battery from their car
or who happen to have battery-powered

ortables in the house. Even then it will

e restricted to the same limitations with
regard to battery duration as any normal
transistor radio — more so if it's used for
transmitting as well as monitoring.

But what little experience of disaster
we possess does give us reasonable
grounds to believe that the existence of
such a facility will make a major contri-
bution to the preservation of life in such
circumstances.

To begin with such rescue operations
as are mounted will be greatly facilitated
if those doing the rescuing have advance
knowledge of the location of those
wishing to be rescued; much time will be
saved, and this cannot help but increase
the number of eventual survivors.

Likewise, rescue parties will be able to
assess the need of those requiring
assistance and will be able to pro-
vide it in a much more sensible
rotation based on requirement rather
than system. The need for systematic
search will still exist, of course, but
immediate aid would be available o
those who required it and were able to
say so, rather thanothers who are nearer
the search pattern but in good shape
getting rapid help when they could
perhaps have survived for days or
weeks. Especially if they knew that help
was available.

Apart from the obvious fact that the
certain knowledge of eventual assist-
ance would prevent people in a safe
position abandoning it because they
were unsure of whether or when help
would be likely to manifest itself, there is
the question of morale.

Human beings can survive in the most
terrible circumstances as long as they
have the will to live. The number of
needless deaths could be dramatically
lowered if isolated groups or individuals
were kept buoyant by the knowledge that
they would be rescued; without it many,
particularly the old or infirm, might be
tempted to lie down and die. The
psychological benefits likely to accrue
simply from the basic contact with
another human are immeasurable and
should not be ignored. o

In all cases of major disaster the first
people to arrive are usually medical
teams. Their work is hampered always.
First by their numbers — sufficientduring
the normal run of coughs and colds, but
painfully inadequate at times like this —
and secondly by the terrain: they do not
always have access 1o the injured, and
many die not because their injuries are
especially serious, but because what

little medical aid there is cannotl get
through to them in time.

If trained medical personnel were able
10 communicale, on a two-way basis,
with the injured or those in attendance
(who, let’s face il, are unlikely to be
trained doctors) they could instruct the
untutored in the basic necessities with-
out the time-consuming need to search
and find; the survival rate among the
injured would increase dramatically. At
the same time the medical teams would
be able, from precise knowledge of
case-history and location furnished by
radio, to decide a priority for rescue. The
saving, in human terms, would be
enormous.

The benefits go on and on. You canall
doubtless think of atleast amiliion of your
own. So no doubt, can the GLC, which is
probably why their own discussion
document of citizens' band radio was




published before the Green Paper.

It would perhaps be immoral of us to
suggest that the GLC regard the pro-
vision of such an aid to lifesaving, in an
area at least as potentially disaster-
prone as any Californian conurbation
perched onthe San Andreas Fault, at no
cost to themselves and with no effort on
their part as being a boon.

it would perhaps be immoral of us to
suggest that in view of the clear absence
of any concerted plan for the relief of a
flood-stricken London the evacuee GLC
would regard CB radio as a veritable
Godsend.

It would perhaps be Inappropriate to
remind you that should a full-scale
nuclear war develop between West and
East (in which eventuality the Pentagon
believe that CBwould play a major partin
holding the surviving areas of the USA
together) the government of this country

do not have a well-developed plan to
evacuatecitizenstothe safety of the rural
areas. Far from it. The government will
bein the rural areas, and it doesn't want
them crowded with yobs. In fact, it is
widely believed that the government
have a well-developed plan to prevent
ou from taking to the hills, which
includes blocking major trunk roads and
S0 on.

In fact, in the event of a major flood or
nuclear war (which ever comes first),
HMG would probably prefer you dead to
injured and in need of assistance.
Assistance which probably couldn't be
provided anyway.

Grim picture, huh? But atleastyoucan
see that CB could help others to help you
when you needed it most, or even help
you to help yourself as well as those
around you. Helping each other. That's
whatit's all about.
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During the long months of campaigning
for CB we, in company with many others,
have followed a simple enough path. It
begins with the introduction of the Class
D Citizens' Band in the US and follows
the growth and success of their experi-
ence, watching admiringly from afar as
CB spread its wings, crossed America
and travelled indiscriminataly, arriving
everywhere except hera.

On the way, of course, this electronic
marvel saved money, tempers and lives
almost indiscriminately. Possibly as
wonderful a discovery as penicillin, CB is
definitely Good News.

In pointing all this out we also
established that the FCC actively en-
courage and promote the use of CB both
at home and on the road. The American
legislature, by implicaticn, is far-sighted,
wise and deeply interested in the well-
being of the American populace.

Atthe same time we railed against the
British government past and present,
ridiculing them for their blindness or
worse, vilifying them forwithholding such
an obvious boon. Hlegal the CB users in
this country might have been, but they
were pirates in a cause they believed
just; misunderstood and maligned. In
fact they were champions of the common
good, whose beliefs would eventually be
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seen to be well-founded and sensible.

Better still, they were champions of
democracy in the face of stubborn
obstinacy on the part of Authority. An
Authority which, it seemed to the pirates,
had a misplaced faith in their own ability
to know that what the pecple want is not
always good for themn and cerlainly not
always what they eventually get.

Itis a popular and emotional point of
view. Towhatextentitis actuallyjustified
remains to be seen. We have pointed
enthusiastically to Australia, and more
recently France, as examples of the
popular will at work, and implied that this
was the true face of democracy; also that
its workings would soon be evidentin the
UK, as the weight of public opinion,
expressed largely through the growing
use of illicit 27MHz transmitters, rapidty
expanded.

early all of the reasoning behind this
case rests on the golden exampie of the
USA. As usual, several years ahead of
us, their well established CB facility
represents utopia to British CB pirates.
Arguments from the CBA and other
campaigning bodies, along the lines that
27MHz, while it may be a splendid
dream, is likely to be one which will not
survive fulfilment, have been ignored.
Many people went to great lengths to

explain that the 27MHz frequency is
already 20 years old, obsolete, alread
close to useless and that it cannot fulil
the demands which will be made onitin
the near future, Also, that a VHF service
using FM would be far better-suited to
our needs.

As we've said all this was largely
ignored — by Authority as well as by the
girates. Authority must take responsi-

ifity forignoring such good advice, since
by standing for election it has volun-
teered to do so. Therefore it is Authority
we must blame for the current mess on
27MHz and for the factthat we will shortly
be saddled with it for ever.

The pirates are the ones who pushed
forexactly thisto happen, and the pirates
are the ones who are greeting the
situation with undisguised pleasure. At
tast they have got what they want, and
Britain is like the rest of the world. We
have realised in our little island, another
fraé;ment of the American dream.

ut what if the dream were a night-
mare? What if the idyll turned out to be a
disaster? And what If the ideals became
little more than the hysterical ranting of
false logic.
_Dramatic stuff, eh? But just try this for
size,
Although the CB boom in the States

BREAKER




ERINNSRRENAN

Ly

|

111

BREEEEN

[ 1]

| |
EEERAREEE

~—I1AN BOWERBY 1280~

didn’t take off until well after 27MHz hacl
been authorised over there, the service
initially came in for considerable
amounts of criticism, first from the -
cenced radio amateurs, who saw it as
encrogchment on their territory by &
motley crew of electronic cratins. It's
taken 12 years for that attitude to alter,
but traces of it still persist. Mostly the
hams regard CB as atoy in terms of their
hobby, despite any practical purpose it
may serve in the community. Purists,
see,

By the same token the hams are not
overfondofthe CB userswhoareinto DX
work, whether it be via skip or some illicit
device. Because all the devices con-
nected with DXing are illicit. Maximum
output of rigs is kept very low on the
27MHz band, although it is sufficient for
its design purpose — short range
communication.

But there’s something attractive about
making contact with someone hundreds
or (preferably) thousands of miles away,
and it's a thrill which the hams know well.

In order to make it easier on 27MHz
there has long been an industry sideline
involving the production of linear ampili-
fiers. Running boots or burners is illegal
in the US, but it doesn't stop the

American pirates from doing itanyway. A
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50, 100, 150 or even 200walt linear amp
is a relatively straightforward piece of
electronic hardware, which means it's
cheap to buy or easy for the average
handyman to cobble up with a soldering
iron.

And the rewards in terms of increased
range amply repay the financial or
physical outlay involved. Not all that
many years ago there was an ltalian
person swanning round London running
a 350watt mobile rig which he regularly
used to speak with his family in Rome,
and had considerable success. It didn't
quite set fire to other mobites within a
20-mile radius, but the effect was
dramatic. He paid a penalty for all this of
course, because In order to get all this
power out he was driving around with a
15 foot pole about two inches thick
screwed to the boot of his car. Halfwayup
was an oil-filled loading coil about the
size of agallon oil can. Advertisingis one
wordforit. ...

Oh yes, DX has its attractions alright.
But that's not the only problem affecting
27MHz CB which has been imported into
this country along with the rest of the cult.

Right from the start of the 27MHz
setvice the band was plagued with the
American version of CB pirates — the
Outbanders, This energetic and enter-
prising little group started off by twiddling
crystals in a mild sort of way, and ended
up with a secondary CB service which
didn't actually conform to the rules.
Channel1is 26.965MHz and Channel40
is 27.405. Between 26.5 and Channel 1
and Channel 40 and 28MHz thers
sprang up a select network. Mostly the
lower outband was used by the AM
pirates and the higher by SSB fans. To
be%in with it was little more than a private
club, rather like the Lima Echo or Charlie
Bravo networks which began the CB
boom over here in the late '60s. ]

The Outbanders stuck rigidly fo their
own code of conduct, even publishing a
set of rules and policing themselves.
They probably had a smart time for a
while, talking to people they knew and
having the pick of some very choice DX
work. Almost in the same way as the
early pirates over here, in fact. And just
like the early days of 27MHz in Britain,
Outbanders in the States managed to
obtain their equipment through a com-
plex variety of underground sources,
more or less on a commercial basis.

But when the CB boom really took off
with the 1973 fuel crisis the situation got
crazy. The selsct, well-behaved few
became a multitude very rapidly, and
there may now be as many as four million
Outbanders slipping in between the
regular CB frequencies. By adjusting a
legal VFQ (Variahle Frequency Oscilla-
tor — which converts from pushbutton
one-stop channel tuning to infinitely
variable sliding scale tuning — hence
‘sliders”) from receive only to a dual
Tx/Ax capability, Outbanders cantunein
an_\{where and screw up everyone glse.

his illegal activity is naturally frowned
on by the FCC, and they pursue
oftenders vigorously, seizing equipment
and administering stiff financial penalties
which can, if necessary, be backed up
with 12 months in the slammer. Sound
familiar? It gets even closer to home.

Quibanders point out that there are
now so many of themthat itis beyond the
government's capability to effectively
shut them down. They go on to say that it

would require only a miner change in
FCC rules to make them legal and that
then everything would be airight.

Cutbanders generally fesl that they
are a misjudged section of the com-
munitﬁwhich ismeraly trying to establish
its right to a particular bit of airspace.
They blame the FCC for the whole
problem, claiming that if a better CB
facility with more channels had been
created when the need aross, instead of
waiting until there were thousands of
people trying to ¢ram in on the mere 40
available to them, the situation would
never haveélot the way itis. They further
cite the FCC as being irresponsible and
inefficient in policing the 40 channels
which do exist, claiming that little or no
action was taken to clear bucket-mouth
offenders off the regular frequencies.

QOutbanders have long campaigned
for a change in the rules which would let
them operate legally, and they frequently
petition Authority in allits various formstc
this effect; so far there have been no
results. In response to this ‘stonewall’
attitude, the Qutbanders are quick to
point out that America is recognised as a
democracy and iis people deserve their
democratic rights to get what they want.
Theysaythey'llgetitanyway andthatit’s
futile to try and prevent them. They often
cite Prohibiticn as an example of this.

It's all a bit like an action replay, really.

The strange thing is that most of the
voices in favour of CB in this country,
even those which loudly and en-
thusiastically endorse our own 27MHz
pirates and their efforts to force the
democratic process into top gear, seem
to regard the Outbanders with some
disfavour; an attitude which is ambiva-
lent, to say the very least. In truth the
beliefs and actions of the Cuthanders are
very close to the British pirates, and
although their goals are different the
means they employ are almost identical,
even down to the justification they both
give for their actions.

There is little doubt in our minds that
similar Cutband activity will be active In
the UK within hours of CB hecoming legal
if it isn't already happening. This, we
think, will be true whatever frequency is
allocated. Napoleon called the British ‘a
nation of shopkeepers’. That was- ages
ago. We're very keen do-it-yourselfers
now, and many will be unable to resistthe
temptation to whip the back oft their CB
rig and have a iwiddle. When they do,
we'll have Outband.

The advent of this kind of abuse will
follow the introduction of the CB facility in
the same inevitable way that hangovers
accompany Scotch botties. This, how-
ever, does not mean that the service
should be scrappedtopreventit. Afterall,
once the car had been invented it was
only amatter of time until someone found
out the pleasures of breaking the speed
fimit and told all his friends. Now
everyhody's doing it, but we’re not going
to ban the car, are we? The Beab don't
switch off in the middle of Dafias bacause
they know there’s a few people watching
without licences.,

Abuse of any service is unavoidable,
we regret to saP(. Let's jusl hope that
HMG have mare luck looking afterthe CB
network than they've so far experienced
with the 2metre crooks. And fthey think
they've got a legitimate axe to grind as
well. Catching, this anarchy number,
ismtit?
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HOME BASE C.B. TWIGS

HANDLE:

IG VEE

TYPE: 27 - 28 MHZ “R
INVERTED VEE 7N
>-WAVEDIPOLE  //

p&p£250
/ \

FOR HIDDEN INDOOR USE BIG VEE IS
EASILY INSTALLEDIN ROGF SPACE/ATTIC

‘Big Vee' aeriais
P.0. Cheque efc.

* orders for 3 or more p & p free

B

ADDRESS......... o vvvevvrvnnarenes
Please su
I enclose

To: DX ELECTRONICS TWIGS (Sandy City)

16 Talbot $t., Southport, Merseyside.

COME AND SEE

MRGAZINE

AT THE NATIONAL
CUSTOM CAR SHOW

Together with all the

CB accessories
you are ever likely to need
DON’T MISS IT!

THE NATIONAL
CUSTOM CAR SHOW 1981
Celebrating ten years of
Custom Car Shows

Admission —
£2.00 Adults£1.50 Under 14's

Open: Friday 12am-Spm
Sat/sun. 10am-7pm

GRAND HALL, OLYMPIA
LONDON. JAN 30-FEB 1

SPONSORED BY CUSTOM CAR MAGAZINE

TECNASONIC’S SYSTEMS.
IRELAND’S LEADING SUPPLIERS
OF C.B. RADIO.

Official Agents for all President C.B. radios in
Ireland and Britain.

President, Washing, Madison, Adams, Mc
Kinley, John Q, Grant, Vice Roy, Veep, Andrew
J, A.R.7. City Talker, A.R.14. Also available,
Colts, Cobras etc.

Biggest stocks, Best service and friendly help aiways.
Phone Mon-Sat. Office Hours.:
Ask for Dr. Don. Main Line 318212, also 318377, 318113.
Call: Tecnasonic’s Systems, Unit 3.
Rear of Stardust Club, Artane, Dublin 5.

YOU'VE COPIED THE REST
NOW COPY THE BEST!

CHARLIE

BRAVO
Muram

K4O WESTOCKAVANTI, ANTENNA
SPECIALISTS, HANSEN
METRES, K-40& TURNERMIKES,

CHRYSTALSPLUSEXTENSIVESTOCKS OF
ANTENNASAVAILABLE

103, CAMDEN ROAD,

TUNBRIDGEWELLS,
| KENT.
Tel:0892-34207

COMEINANDSEEUS SOMETIME
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Mostofususeourvehiclesfor
convenience, pieasure, showing
off—thingstikethat. Truckers
usetheirveniclestosarntheir
livingdirectly. Notsomanyyears
a?ot atmeantatrucker'splace
ofworkwas cold, noisy, smelly,
uncomfortable; amiserableplace
todoaday'shardgraft.
Accelerationwas aquestionof
gathering speed, braking was not
muchmore than areductionin
spead, malntainance scheduies
warapretty casual andthe hours
adrivercouldbe persuadedio
workwereoulragecus.
Altogethernotthekind of
businessaguywouldbeproudto
bepartof.
Don'tgettothinkingtheforeign
truckerwasanybetterofi: |
remember seeing Frenchdrivers
taking abunchofbennieswith
theirfourthcognac priorto
wrestlingthrough the nightwith
anevilhandlinglong nose unic
downbadlycambered Route
Nationales—eithertheywere

L
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determinedto stay awake or
maybe speedtheirpathtioan
unnoticed oblivion.
ThankGodthings areagreat
dealbetter now. Trucks are
better, cabs are better,
employers argbetter (I think?)
andthe tempting, easy reasonfor
thisistosayit'sthankstotruckers'
demands. Butunfortunately, with
thesurfeitof Class 1 drivers, a
bloke canngtalways demanda
decenttruck fromhis employer
withany morenoticeable eftect
thanagoodkickinthebumand
map oftheroutstothensarest
dotequeue. Thersisno doubtthal
fartoo many operators hold the
fearofunemploymentoverthe
headsofthelrdrivarstogetguys
torun illegally iong hours,
overweight rigs (the drivers
responsibility), ill-maintained
trailers and outdated tractors.
Thesadandcynical truthisihat
trucks areimproving atthe rate
thatoperators see opportunities
tocutcostsand increase profits, If

atruckmakerwantstointroduce
animproved working
anvironmentforthedriverhe
mustconcurrently, forexample,
showaweightsaving orcost
savinglotheowner.
Legislationhas had
considerable sftectonthedesign
ofcortemporarytrucks, and ever
moracompiex lawscontinueto
flow from EEC transportbureaus
in Brussels; aswithalmostali
governmentallegislationit'shard
toseethebeneficial purposesof
rules and regs-—obviously
maximumaxleloadings are
Importantas are overalllength
restrictions. Butanewbraking
regulationthatwill actually
reduce theeffeclivenessofbrake
systems, aBFA (bumpertofront
axle)imitthat regulates against
aerodynamically more effective
frontends, an outdatedfifthwheel
designthatproduces jack-knife
effects under heavybrakingand
destructive kangaroo hill staris 7 It

wouldtake fromfivetotenyears
tolegalise an already developed
couplingthatovercomesall the
problems of conventionalfifth
wheels. The problemwithrigs
devised by civilservantsisthat
they are formulatedwithpresent
daytechnologyinmind—weare
laglslating againstinnovation—
neateh?
Thenotoricustachographisa
ood case of poorlegislation:
theoreticallyadrivershould be
gladtohaveameansofavoiding
theblackmailfromanemployer

This Is the somewhat, ah, dare
we say customised, truck
which the Toleman team useto
haul their racing cars about In.
Powaered by Cummins It could
do 104mph and make 11mpg,
butit’s not allowed to.
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q\“\ —
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Toleman Group
Motorsport




This is stillmore aercdynamics
appiled to a tractor unit. It
begins with the simple things
— flush wipers, flush step
(lowering In response to the
Insertion of the key-card),
wraparound screen with Inter-
nal pillars, low profile tyres,
airscoops for front and rear
brakes and engine and a roof-
mounted intake for factory air.
Also, perhaps the major step,
|s the British Rall-type concer-
tinabetweentractor andirailer.
Boy Scouts will also observe
the flush-mounted CB an-
tenna. Ho hum.
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who cansesehimdriving 19hours
outof24inavehiclethat shows
noworkshoptimeonitslog. Infact
therulesare socold, mechanical
andinflexiblethat adriverfeels
spied upon. He cannotdo
overtimelikeinotherjobs; he’s
oftenforcedtosleepawayfrom
homebecauseatratficholdup
hascaused himtorunoutothours
{maybejustonshecurfromhoms).

Funnythingisthatall bigtrucks
builtinthiscountry are supposed
to havetachosthesedays, but
theyare a‘delete option’. ifan
operatordoesn’twantithe pays
the bullderto leaveitout.

I'salmosthardtoseehow
trucks havegotasgoodasthey
have. Competition and more
productioncapacitythan
customershashelpedabitashas
the conscienilous attitude of our
manufacturers, andnow of
coursatheprice offuel.

Weght andfusl aredirectly
related:ifyoubuild alighterrig
thatneedsless fueltopushit
alongand accelerate abitfaster,
noone isganiculaflyimprassed;
butifyoubuild alighter rigthat
thencarriesagreaterload, hasno
lossof strength or performance
andgivesthe same consumption,
everyoneispleased. If youthen
make thisstrong, light,
load-efficienttruckmore
aerodynamicthenyou starito
save fuel costs without losing out

olsewhere andthafis also
popular. Here comesthe catch
again—ifyouraerodynamics are
oftheplant-onsortyou can find
Kourselfaddingwe[ght:soiust
owdowewinthisgame?

By painstakingand careful
developmentbyour
manufaciurers, bylively
engineeringdepartments and
flexiblemanagement. Lookwhat
happenedto Foden (Albion,
Wensen, AEC, Cormnmar, Guy,
Karrier, Sentinel, Thornycroft,
Unipoweretc). ERF are nowour
onlyindependenttruck makers, is
itonly coincldencethatavery
recenttruck testputthairrigsright
atthetopoftheirclass?

Ican'tsay exactly whattheyare

fanning for the futura butjudging
g thegreeninteriorshownatthe

EC,adriver'slotiscertainto
improve. Interiors aregetting
better thancarsandinterestingly
it'sweightsaving thatis helpingto
improve things. Old-fashioned,
hand-built, carpentry-siyle
construction, using heavy
malerials andoldtechnologyis
being replacedwithautoindustry
style and comfort.

Interestingly glass areasare
gettingsmalier, unlike auto
design. Reductionsinnoise
intrusion and adesire icimprove
heatinsulation (particularly at
nightin steepercabs)arelinked
withanattempttoimprove

security, because alotofthieves
getinthroughside, cornerorback
windows!

Somecompanies have show
sleeperunits mounted on top of
daycabsbuttallertrucks have
plsspooraerodynamics;it'sonly
whentowingabox trailerthat
heightisnotcruclal, and onlyten
percentofrigslowboxtrailers!

Thereis astrictregulation
aboutthedistancefromthe
steeringwheel tothedriver's
bunk, presumablytostop
truckersdrivingwhilstinbed, so
mostbunks stay behind the seats
andtheywilistay mean, narrow
littlethings becausethedistance
from frontbumperiothe back of
the cab, plustrallerswing
dimensions, decideyourtrailer
lengthforyou. Bellevemethisis
critical, mounting anumber plate
antothefrontbumperof some
trucks putsyouoverlengthand
intothearmsofthe law.

Despiteallthis, aerodynamics
willimprove, particulasly through
theradand pastthe engineas
wellasundertheunit. Adjustable
roofspoilers will be setusing data
relatedtotrailerheightandcabto
trailer dimensions—anotherjob
forthe ubiquitious microchipno
doubt. Don'texpectto see allthat
smoothside fairedinwheel bit,
though; youneed an awfullot of
airaroundfruck brakes; stopping
upwards of 44 tons from 70mph

makesonehellofalotofhaat.
Stopping abig truck often
produces over 300kw (that'salot
of electricfires), and bits of dumb
glassfibre keeR]ng outtheairare
notwelcome. Anyonewho
remembersthat BBC flimabouta
trucktrleto SaudiArabiamay
recalla Volvo hurtling downhiilin
Turkeywith flames coming from
thebrakes!

Low profiletyres are coming—
Pirellihave experimentalones
outnow. Dunlop arewell ahead
withsome superiow stickies too.
Carbonfibre springs are almost
ready, self-levelling
suspensions, wash/wipe
seli-lavellingheadlamps, heated




lost. Nowifaseriousbody,
members ofthe CBland allihat,
weretosupporttheideaofa
usefulradio communication
systembetweentheirtrucks, the
base, andothertrucks, time ang
money could be saved. Don't
forgetthe profit motive is probably
the strongestincentive for
change.

Twoorthree British
manufacturers certainly
considered showing
factory-instaliation CB atthe
Birmingham show. Some
designerseventalkedto ICE
suppliers aboutwhatunits they
plannedto market—couldthey

supply prototypeunits (minus
crystalsofcourse)? Well, yes,
lheﬁcould. butwerenottookeen
toshowtheirhandyetand maybe
getalittle ofthewrong sortof
attentionintheirB &
Department. Nowhereisa
problem-—if waintroduce CB and
donotwantthe marketflooded
withJapanese setsour
manulagturersneediobeleft
alonetodevelop, whateverthe
wavelength. British Truck
Manufacturers are naturally
reluctantio demonstrate foreign
gearintheircabs. SonoCB
installations —sorry.

This is the sort of aerodynamic
theory which might or might
notmake it ontothe roads. The
adjustable roof spoller is con-
trolled from inside, as are the
elecirically-operated mlrrors.
The bullt-in alr takes its intake
behind the window, the radi-
ator slats are thermostatically
controlled, the slippery hub-
caps and extractor vents clean
up the overall shape and the
wind deflector on the screen
piHar really will clean the mir-
rors.

wash/wipe mirrors, factory air,
ally radiators, beautiful alloy
wheels, in-cab heaters separate
fromengineheat—it'sallonthe

wa'_y.
unnythough, thereisone
thing notimmediately planned
for,andthat's CB; trucktotruck
radios. Here's anotheritem that
could getabigboostifthe
operatorsthoughtitagoodidea
—makeitallabitmore
respectable, wouldn'tit?
Thereisnodoubtthatwhen
pressure groupslooklike abunch
of guyswithmoneyiowasteon
theirmotors andradiogearjustso
they canchattoeach otherand
swap banalities acertain‘edge’is
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Hobbs
" MODERN CB RADIQ SERVICING By Marin Hobbs

Thus Dock reviews the mostrecent treads in CB transeever desgn. wncluding PLL and microprocessor contral techmgues. There is a chapter on troubleshooling techniques
Ihatl are apphcable 1o either 4G-¢channel or 23-channel transcewers, And an appandix ol figures giving the various crystal combinalions 1n 23-channe! ransceivers with
mulucrystal synthesizers 1s included.

CONTENTS: Introduction to CB Transcewers. AM Transceiver Circuitry. SSB Transcewver and Raceiver Suppaort Cirguitry. PLL Frequency Synthasizers and Migroprocessor
Conligllers, Discrete CB Test Instruments. CB Text Systems, Analysers. and Testers. Transceiver Alignment Procedures. CB Transceiver Tests. Treubleshooling - Initial
Checks. Troubleshoaling by Symplon. RF Interlerence and Noise Elimirgiion. £5.95 176 pages

Smith

C Bers’ FACTBOOK By neel T. Smuth

Tius book lells how easy it is Lo select. purchase. and sel up the kind of equipment best lor you. It explaing and iflustrates basic operating practices (or both base and mobile
stations. You'll lind CB rules and regulations. and a listing ol CB clubs. organisations and putlications.

CONTENTS: Anntroducuon to Citizens Band Communicalicns. Oparating on the Cilizens Band: Mobile and Portable Service. Antennas for the Cilizens Band. Improving
CB Communicalions. Accessones For Fun and Security. £3.50 128 pages

Xneitel

CBers' SSB HANDBOOK By Tem Kneilel, Ediler of CB Radio/S9 Magazine

Brepared by the tamous “TOMCAT " of CB Radio/S9 Magazine and a leading CB communications authonty, this book lamiliarises the CB operator with sideband - a rapidly
growing aspecl of CB communicalions. Il eéxplaing in Jayman's tarms whatsideband is, how whan, and where to use it to increase communications’ range and enjoyment irom
CB radio. Il even 1elis how to buy the squipment 1o gel lhe most for your meney and how Lo build some experiamenital antennas 1o expand outpul.

CONTENTS: Introduction. Gelting Techmeal. Understanding and Buying Sideband Equipment. Accessories. Your SidebandInstallalion. Antennas. How 16 Be a Sidebander.
Using Your Gear. The Sidebander ang Uncle Charhie. Clubs. Groups. and Associalions, £4.95 128 pages

Stall ol CB Tesl Labs
HOW TO SELECT AND INSTALL CB ANTENNAS Staft of CB Test Labs

You can have Lhe moslexpensive CB transceiver in the world, bul unless your anterna is high quabty. and property installed and maintained, your transmission will be poor.
This all-points guide enables you 1¢ handle an anlenna like an exparl. You'll see just how the antenna works — how il radiates and intercepts radio signals. Then you'llsee the
many kinds ol antennas available - toth mobile and base station types ~ enabling you 1o wisely select the ong you really need. Even Lransrmission lines are covered. The
handbook Lhen maps out complete installation and check-out procedures aimed al optimum transmission. For the hobbyis!. technigues are given for building your own
antenna - mim-hny, dipele. long wire. and indoor. £3.95 112 pages

CB EVERYTHING YOU
- O NEED FOR CB
BOOKS

PLEASE RUSH ME
ALSO AVAILABLE:

MODERN C.B, RADIC
.CBers' FACT BOOK
§5.5.B. HANDBOOK
CB ANTENNAS
.LINGO BIBLE
...BIG DUMMYS GUIDE
..CBers' WORDBOOK
CB RADIO ACCESSORIES YCU CAN BUILD

P. & P. inclusive

CB LINGO BIBLE
BIG DUMMYS GUIDE
CBars” WORDBOOK

CB RADIC ACCESSORIES YOU CAN BUILD I enclose P.O.1Cheque value £

GROVE HOUSE ELEGTRONIC

14 Arcade Chambers, High Street, Bognor Regis, Sussex

{0243) 861705 Part of the Grove House Group

Tequ 86402

SPECIAL B0O0DS DESPATCHED

SPECIAL
EXFRESS MAIFL WITHIN 3 DAYS OR

RADIO TELEPHONE ORDERS

TYPE £10.50

QUALITY P.A. HORN
£7.95

10% DISCOUNT

ITEMS IN STOCK NOW:

MOBILE ANTENNAS

bv27y £6.96
Dx27 £10.95
K27 £11.95
T27 £9.99
fully Retraciable Disguise £14.95
Fully Auto Elecing Retraclable (snc

Sphiner) the best E35.30
Avanti Astro Phantom fon glassy £17.50
Paver Magnetc Mount £9.95
Avanli Mognraker (mag i £44.50
Avanu Moonmaker {whole) £38.50
Hy-Gain Twin Truckers £18.86
Firestick P.0.A.
Kag £39.85
Rubber Ducks £10.95
Cenue toad Magnenc £10.25
Base Load Magnaue £18.95
ASP (Disguise} M52854 £24.95
Whip Ant wilh Spliter £19.95

BASE STATION ANTENNAS
Siardusier

Whisky Indoor Duldoor
Firestick Pal Macho

Silver Rod

Boomerang

5.¥W.R. METERS
AELC SWRY
AEC SWRID
A EC SWR 50A, also power
SWR 20

SWR 15

SWR 79

Swa 17

SWR 175

SWR 25 FS Type
SWR 9 New Type

POWER SUPPLIES
13 8v3r5Aamp

MIKE CLIPS
Screw Type

Self Adbesive Type
Magneuc Type

LINEAR AMPS
AI25 watt

AIBQ Wain
Skipmaster 100 wan
Skipmaster 150 wan
Tornado VOO0 wau

£28.95
€65.85
£1198.95
£155.95
£399.99

PRE-AMPLIFIERS
RP20

MICROPHONES

K40 Speech Processor
Mura DX 116 Powear
Aha: Siandard Mike

DM 510 Power / Roger Blesp
DM 510 Pawat
Hammaster 4200 8ase
Versaule Base

Hy-Gain Telgphone Type
Turner M+ 3B

Turngr JM+2U

? Vol Batery

ANTENNA ACCESSORIES
Spliter Boxes

C B Amt Converters

Gutter Mount Brackeis
Magnenc Mounts

Ant Selector 3101 £8.50
Anl Selector 210 1 £5.25
Ant Selector 310 1 tbuwiltin 10W Dummy
Load) £6.75
DV 8ase Adapler 10 Fuestick £1.75
C 8 CoPhaser £9.85
TVI Filter £5.50
High Pass Filer £2.65
DV 27 Base Plug £1.65
DV Magneuc Mount £8.95

£6.50
£15.50
£4.26
£7.95

P&P on Oiders over L5 free — undet £5 — [t

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

CONNECTORS

PL259 + Reducer
Chassis Socket for PL259
Double Female

Double Male £0.76
Right Angle PL259 £1.10
T Piece E1.48
AGS8U Co-Axizl Cable per m £0.25
UR43 Co-Axal Cable per m £0.35

OTHER ACCESCRIES

Pace Extension Speaker

Shde Mount

Shde Moun1 C B £5.95

Paich Cable 80 CM £1.70

Suppressor Xias for Complele Vehicie
£11.96

£9.56
£0.58
£0.75

£8.50
E£4.95

Qur mach talked sbout

raCeiver

Migdland 150M 80CH

Formac 120CH

Stalker VI 120CH

Major 360CH

Microphones, Powear Leads. eic £6.00

C B 40ch Monitor eic £38.85

AGMHZ Walkie Talkie AM Radio pa

£34.95

£59.95

£10.85
£0.50
£1.10

£80.00
£110.00
£124.00
£184.00

Frequency Counter
AM Radip Convener
Cigar Lighter Plug
B-Core Mike Leads
Despaich wethan 7 days

INCORPORATING DISCOUNT AUDIO SUPPLIES
VISIT OUR NEW SHOP AT 118 HIGHLAND ROAD, PORTSMOUTH, HAMPSHIRE
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, 12-8 {10-1 SUNDAYS)
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John Woolfe Racing is coming in w II tn g

wail with hot news for every CB
You know the best CB aquupmam :
comes from the States — and’f
‘that's what we're offering. |
~ The most comprehensive
' ~and exciting ga '
of American made C

mﬁ?ﬂﬂﬂmgi cted
- and imported for you

che

"

A .-.Irjﬁ

John Woolfe Racing Ltd.,

Woolife House, Norse Road,
Bedford, MK41 OLF England.
Te!ephone 0234 41441 Telex: 825483

Volvoe globetioner cownesy of Ponces Sales, Soushamgpton,
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