











Oy Chanve!

The legality of using scanners is again
coming under scrutiny, especially in Victoria,
following the news reports that a scanner
was used to eavesdrop on the mobile tele-
phone of one of our public servants. | suggest
that you read the article by John Wilmott on
the legality of liiteninig to 2AMTS.

In this column last issue | mentioned that 1
was going to try and get a scanner into Thai-
land to have a listen to the CB scene there. |
regret that once again | was foiled at the cus-
toms barrier. The trip was doomed from the
start!

And, it didn’timprove with time. | received
a message via the hotel switchboard that |
should ring home immediately — urgeatly in
fact. | made the call to find that my 12-year-
old had a slight conflagration in the kitchen
— a sort of “Oh no! The chips!¥’ variety,
causing a pot of oil on the cooker to spew
smoke and fumes throughout the house. You
can imagine what it did to all my radio equip-
ment and the word processor. To e mat-
ters worse, there was a note in the letterbox
telling me that | should be out of the unit
ASAP, because it had been sold . . . The es-
tate agent wasa’t all that happy, would you
believe! * *

While | was in Thailand I visited a temple
and a nice lady tied a piece of string around
my wrist, with suitable incantations during
the ceremony, to ward off bad luck. In addi-
tion to the conflagration in the kitchen, I've
“done’’ the gearbox in the four wheel drive
— and the clutch, the step-daughter has
caught chicken pox, my cat was run over by a
car, and | dropped a bottle of duty-free
Scotch and broke it. | hate to think how bad
my luck could have been without the piece of
string . . . * >* *

You will notice that the DX prediction
chartis back — due to public demand and the
improvement in DX conditions. To fititin, we
had to drop the classies and new gear for this
issue, so if you still want your classie to run,
please send in a:k ﬁesl;applf:ation form.

““Over-Bight’’ got lost in the mail some-
where between Andrew Gardner and our mail
box, but | was in Adelaide duwring the first
week of April, and had a listen to the repeater
scene over there, from the 15th floor of the
Hilton. After the reports that | had heard, |
expected a ding dong battle, but all was cailm
and serene. Maybe | was there at the wrong

time. Y Y >

Any person taking a look inside my boat
would assume that | am obsessed with
communications.

There’'s 27 MHz marine, VFH marine, and
UHF CB — generally an icom handheld, and a
Philips FM320 fixed unit.

it's not really an obsession in the true
sense of the word, it's more to do with that
fella Murphy who invented Murphy's Law —
“if anything can go wrong, it will — and at
the worst possible time”. He got me one af-
ternoon during what we Melburnians have to
accept as summer. Nautical miles from any-
where, | came up with a dead battery — not
enough power to light the LCD on a digital
watch.

So what, you say?

Guess who took the manual starting cord
out of its little pocket inside the motor cowl
to mend it, and forgot to put it back . . .

But Murphy didn’t count on the handheld
— a quick call to the channel 7 repeater (I
was too far away from channel 5) had a mes-
sage to the Coastguard regarding my misfor-
tune. They quoted an hour’'s wait, but what
the hell. The fishing was tolerable, and | had
plenty of bait, but the Coastguard lied to me
— they were there inside 20 minutes.
Thanks lads — I'll double my donation next
year. * * *

The Victorian police were certainly toey
with regard to the banning of radar in this
state. One of our sales staff from Sydney was
pinched for speeding near Euroa. The gen-
darmes didn’t zap him, they simply snuck up
behind him while his brain was in neutral and
the speedo in the red sector, but they saw his
radar unit on the dashboard and demanded
same forthwith. Reluctantly, our boy handed
the unit over, without receiving a receipt —
he did ask for one, but could not afford the
time to return to the police station to get it.
Being smarter than the average bear, our boy
looked up the date on which the banning of
radar detectors was due to become law, and
found that the constabulary had been a little
previous. To cut a long story short, he hired a
mouthpiece and his radar unit is being re-
turned — as are at least 16 others confiscat-
ed prior to the law becoming official. If it was
me, I’'d invest in another set of number plates.

* * *

While on the subject of the radar detector
ban, consider this. If you are nabbed with a
unit IN YOUR POSSESSION — not using it
mind you, just simply having one about your
person, or locked in the draw at home — you
will attract a fine of up to $2000. It’s cheaper
to go out and steal a car, drive it without a
licence, and run up the tailpipe of the local
vicar. That would probably fetch a fine of
around $300, a bond, and a stern warming not
to do it again for at least three years.

Betcha the truckies find a way around it —
if they haven’t already. Seems | heard a whis-
per about civil liberties being involved.

Personallg,a:ldon't need one any more. The
FJS5 gets a attack of valve bounce at 100
clicks — downhill yet. . .

CB ACTION MAY/JUNE 1987 — PAGE S



























































































LLEGAL RIGS —
ly ROD FEWSTER

ck time . . . around 40 microsec-
1ds according to DOC’s resident
Sffin . . . virwally defeats the lim-
ng circuitry.

0OC's major bitch is that this en-
dles these transceivers to “‘talk
y' well over 20 watts even
ough they pas the standard “‘two
ne” test with flying colors, and
is bit of electronic sleight-of-hand
1s gone undetected for years.

The accidental discovery of the
talk up’* syndrome by a DOC test-
g officer has opened up a whole
3w tin of worms.

There's little doubt that this
talk up’® capability was included
tentionally and is not simply a
onus brought about by an engi-
sering oversight.

Most, if not all, of the offending
ansceivers were designed for the
merican market, and have been
dependently type-approved by
OC for use in Australia.

The FCC interprets peak enve-
pe power (PEP) as “‘the average
ower at the output terminals of a
ansmitter during one radio fre-
uency cycle at the highest crest of
1e modulation envelope, taken un-
er conditions of normal (voice)
peration.”’

The keyword here is ““average’’.

The offending transceivers DO
xhibit an AVERAGE output of
2W PEP SSB when hit with the
two tone’’ test, which may be ac-
eptable to the FCC as simulating
conditions of normal (voice} oper-
on’’. (Who's to say what a “'nor-
al”” voice is? Ever notice how
:male operators seem to “‘power
ut’’ better than male operators? A
oprano will, in most.cases,
drive’’ a transmitter harder than a
asso profundo).

DOC on the other hand clearly
tipulates that AT NO TIME should
SB power exceed 12 watts.

This is an entirely different kettle
f fish from the FCC's "‘average’’
aquirement, and literally means
1at MAXIMUM OUTPUT PEAKS
annot exceed 12 watts under
\NY conditions of operation.

The bottom line is . . . the stan-
ard “two tone’’ test everyone'e
een using for years to set PEP out-
ut {(and which, until yesterday,
I0C apparently used as the basis
or type-testing and subsequent
ranting of type-approval) now ap-

pears to be no longer valid in rela-
tion to Citizens Band transceivers
as far as DOC is concerned.

As | write this column the *‘out
of type-approval’’ discovery is less
than twenty-four hours old.

Nothing concrete has been de-
cided yet, but unless the wording
of the type-approval specification
relating to SSB output power is
changed DOC can only take one or
more of the following courses of
action.

1. Sit back and do nothing.

2. Cancel the various type-ap-

provals and list the offending

fransceivers as prohibited im-

ports under the Customs Act.

3. Revoke the type-approvals

outright.

The first option is very unlikely.
With all the hoo-ha that’s gone on
over the years about spectrum pol-
lution by Citizens Band transceivers
DOC isn't likely to knowlingly allow
CBers to run over-powered rigs
with impunity.

The second would be like clos-
ing the gate after the old goat had
bolted. [t would prevent the impor-
tation of any more of the offending
transceivers and may even prevent
the sale of new stocks already in
Australia, but it wouldn’t do any-
thing about the thousands of rigs
already in use.

Having discussed the matter at
length with DOC and reading be-
tween the lines, my money is on
option three . . . revocation of the
type-approvals.

“This will be retrospective and
will automatically render EVERY of-
fending transceiver in Australia,
whether new units held in stock by
importers and dealers or privately-
owned rigs, unlicensed and
unlicensable.

At this point there are two ways

to go:—

Firstly DOC could attempt to
confiscate all the offending rigs. |
can't see this happening. The
twenty-seven meg enema would
be back in fashion in a big way.

Secondly, and more likety, DOC
will demand that the manufacturers
and/or importers come up with a
suitable modification to bring future
imports into line with type-approv-
al requirements while at the same
time prohibiting the sale of all new
offending transceivers already in
Australia.

The probable pattern of events,
bearing in.mind that when the tgpe—
approvals are revoked EVERY
transceiver previously covered by

these type-approvals will instantly
be transformed into a Prohibited
Possession {meaning you can be
prosecuted under the Radiocom-
munications Act for OWNING one
whether you use it or not), will be
as follows:—

(1} All rigs currently held in stock
by importers and dealers will have
to be certified as having been modi-
fied to meet specifications before
they can be sold. (This is almost a
certainty regardless of whatever
else DOC decides to do).

{2} DOC will probably fix an amnes-
ty period during which CBers will
have to have their rigs deloused.
{3) The modification will have to be
performed by DOC-authorized
technicians, who will be required to
issue Certificate of Compliance
which DOC will no doubt print spe-
cially for this ,)urpose. {It would be
uneconomical for DOC to test
every one of the thousands of
transceivers already in private
hands).

At this point we have another

choice of options:—
(1) Operators will have to present
their Certificates of Compliance to
DOC, and their transceivers will be
relicensed under a new type-
approval.

Or, more likely,

(2) The onus will be on each opera-
tor to prove that the modification
has been done by producing the
Certificate of Compliance if re-
quired to do so. Certified transceiv-
ers will be automatically covered
under a new type-approval. DOC
will probably stick with its current
modus operandi and give CBers
caught with unmodified transceiv-
ers after the expiry of the amnesty
period seven days to have the ir-
regularity rectified but, if the com-
pulsory modification requirement is
publicized heavily enougbh to ensure
that it could reasonably be as-
sumed that no operator was un-
aware of it, the Rls may adopt a
‘‘get tough’’ stance and throw the
book at offenders first time out.

| can’t see the manufacturers an-
d/or importers voluntarily digging
into their own pockets to pay for
the modification of thousands of
privately-owned rigs, and | don't
think DOC has the power to make
them do so.

If you happen to own one of the
offending transceivers it's almost a
certainty that it's going to cost you
money in the near future, regard-
less of which direction DOC de-
cides to jump.
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Going to blazes!

A review of South Australian

Metropolitan Fire Service communications

By Scanning Around’s John Willmott

“Fire One - This is 241. We're
ibout two kilometres away and the
ob's showing up well. Second
garm!®

With that brief transmission, the
utl resources of the South Aust-
alian Metropolitan Fire Service
SAMFS) are swung into action to
leal with a serious conflagration.

On the fifth floor of the brigade's
1ew $16 million dollar headquarters
n the heat of Adelaide, the
>ommunications Centre becomes a
live of activity as the duty operators
ictivate electronic systems to tum-
yut appliances from a number of fire
itations.

Within 60 seconds the first

ippliances announce that they're

nobile.

"Fire One - 203 is K221"

"204 also K22¢"

“Roger 203 and 204. You're
<22 to Port Road, Beverley. You
jave the King William Street nonth
‘elay!”

Appliances from inner suburban
stations quickly come on air and
announce their movements. While
some race to the buming factory,
sthers move in to cover their areas.

Forty minutes after one of the
Jperators received a '000' call
announcing the fire he is ack-

nowledging radio calls from
appliances leaving the fireground to
return to their stations.

The fire has been subdued with
minimum damage to the factory
because of the Brigade’s fast
response.

Origins

Today's fire service is a far cry
from the ‘bucket brigades’ of the mid-
19th century.

The SAMFS has its origins in the
combined fire insurance brigade
whichwas formed in 1859,

Twenty four years later the
Colonial Government took over the
management of the service at the
time when the first steam ‘engines’
were becoming available for fire
fighting.

At first, the primary requirement
for enlistment was sea-going ex-
perience. Former sailors were
thought to be readily able to handle
the hours of duty (24 hours a day),
the military style discipline and
working at heights.

Following the First World War,
management attitudes changed and
much work was put into expanded
training and new equipment. A
system of ‘talk-back’ fire alarms was
designed and installed in city and
suburban streets.

World War Two saw the brigade's
resources being used to train vol-
unteers to deal with the fires ex-
pected to result from enemy air
raids.

Many of the volunteers in the
Emergency Fire Service (EFS)
remained after. the war to form the
basis of today’s Country Fire Service
(CFS).

Communications

Radio communciations are a rel-
atively new aspect of the brigade’s
structure, having been introduced
in 1952.

Prior to that, officers in charge of
appliances were required to carnry a
pocket full of pennies so they could
telephone headquarters after they
anived at the fireground.

Radio was introduced in 1952
when twin channel AWA sets were
installed inthe brigade's vehicles.

Within the metropolitan area the
sels worked reasonably well, but
some dead spots around Port
Adelaide were never overcome.
The 25 watt FM sets were very large
with the transmitters and receivers
being separate units.

Many of the officers of the day
had seen a great deal of service and
were nhot entirely at home with the
‘new fangled' equipment.

It is said that the first attempt to
attend a fire with radios instailed was
less than successful.

As the appliance raced away from
headquarters a voice on the radio
said: "Come in!". The elderly officer
in charge immediately ordered the
driver to turn round and retumn to
headquarters.

Arriving back in the engine room,
the officer - sure that he'd done the
right thing - received a hurried ex-
planation of the term ‘come in'.

Since that time there has been a
considerable upgrading of equip-
ment and procedures.
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ind, and it seems that club ac-
y is picking up, even as we
1 into the winter period.
hanks to those groups that for-
ded the info for this issue’s col-
 — | hope the write-ups will
arate a bit more interest in your
s and let others know what is
sening in the club scene around
tralia.
'on‘t forget the address — PO
429, Milsons Point, NSW,

1.
IJNEY RADIO GROUP
ydney Radio 76 Graham sent

a copy of the latest issue of the
ip’s newsletter, ‘Sydney On
Side’ — which is certainly
’ing into a very readable and
rmative club mag.
iraham and the gang have been
’ing the ‘phone lines running
veen Sydney and Canberra,
» more than a few enquiries to
department, and representa-
on a number of issues. These
ided their own submission re-
ling the proposed AM phase-
{! hope every CB club puts its
vs to BOC on this score), and
-asks why ch. 35 LSB could not
allocated as a secondary SSB
ng frequency. )
\nother smp?et in the mag in-
les a design for a simple indoor
beam ({for those living in
rtments).
‘he club calendar, to date, in-
les outings to Taronga Park
y, Australia’s Wonderland
isement park and Old Sydney
mn.
\nd, here's a snippet of trivia
n John, SR22 — the origin of
emergency call ‘Mayday’. The
1is merely a phonetic version of
French term ‘M‘aidez!’, which
ns ‘help mel’ (recognise the
ts of the English word ‘aid’ in
e, as well?). It is the voice
ivalent of the Morse code SOS
and there’s a bit of conflict over
¢ that signal was chosen, t0o.
ne claim it stands for ‘Save Our
> or even ‘Save Our Souls’,
ars that the Morse group of
e dits-three-dahs-three-dits

\nother two months rolls

was easily remembered and recog-
nised, even through noise.

Trivia aside, the Sydney Radio
Group is rapidly becoming the CB
club on Sydney’s north side, well

supported by Dave Smith and the
Sydney CB Radio Shop. They can
be contacted at PO Box 184,
Northbridge, NSW, 2063.

ECHO RADIO CB CLUB

News from Perth’'s newest
group, the Echo Radio CB Club . . .
‘A relatively new club on the air-
waves,”’ says Echo Radio 1 Rick,
“but we are expanding quickly and
will be around for a long time to
come. All of our members do QSL
100 per cent and try to help new
CBers who come onto the air.”

Rick tells me that QSL cards and
T-shirts are soon to be printed and
invites anyone seeking more info
on the Echo Radio Club to write to
him at PO Box 519, Claremont,
WA, 6010.

LIMA DELTA
ASSOCIATION

Surprise of the month was a
note from the English Lima Delta
Association, which incorporates
the Lima Delta DX Club.

Director of the Association, Mr
Russell Ganderson, invites Austra-
lian CB DX clubs to contact his
group, which was founded to ‘pro-
mote and advertise CB DX clubs to
enable them to expand their mem-
berships’. The idea seems to be
that, through the Lima Delta Asso-
ciation, local DX groups can obtain
coverage in UK and European CB
magazines — certainly one way to
boost the international profile,
which is of key importance to
worldwide DX bodies.

For further details on this novel
scheme, write to Mr Ganderson at
the Lima Delta Association, PO Box
63, Dunstable, Bedfordshire, LUG
3DR, England.

ALBANY COMMUNICATIONS
GROUP

News to hand of a new club,
formed in September, 1986 in Al-
bany, WA.

*Although Albany is not a large

place,” says Ken Bailey, Secretary
for the Albany Communications
Group, ‘it would have a greater fol-
lowing of CB radio than other
towns of comparable size.

‘Because of its geographical lo-
cation in the south of the state, ide-
al communications for skip from
the north-west and eastern states
is enjoyed throughout the year,”” he
claims.

With a membership of approx
40, ages range from 11 to the mid-

70s. There are plenty of plans

afoot for the group, so keep alisten
for the ‘ACG’ ('Alpha Charlie Golf’)
callsigns of the Albany Communi-
cations Group — or write to them
353 35 Hassell St, Elleker, WA,

QUICKIES ... .

—~— ACBRO (Australian Citizens
Band Radio Organisation) now has
almost two dozen affiliated clubs,
from every state except NSW —
not to mention its individual mem-
berships. They turn out an interest-
ing little mag, ‘ACBRO ACTION’
{original title . . 1), too. For $5 per
year, it's a good cause.

— Congrats to the Wild Geese In-
ternational, which has begun a
campaign to ‘have ch. 35 LSB de-
clared as an official (secondary) call
channel’. Any other clubs willing to
support this?

— A bit of innovation and co-oper-
ation from repeater associations in
SA has resutted in an advert being
inserted in the local press concern-
ing UHF CB. In a very plain and
easy-to-read style, it covers licens-
ing, repeaters and how to use
them, and other general aspects of
477 MHz. Behind it were the com-
mittees of 4/34 Anguston, 4/34
Snowtown, 6/36 Port Pirie, 7/37
Clare, 8/38 Mt Bryan and the Gaw-
ler/Barossa Division of ACRM.
Well done, one and all.

— Interesting response to the
newly formed FM CB club (Glades-
ville, NSW), with a number of en-
quiries about the 27 MHz FM scene
in Australia — and quite a few
27FM enthusiasts coming out of
the closet.
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