











Oy Chamviel

We are having a stiff trot here this issue — a
couple of our regular columns have turmed up
missing right on deadline, and some rigs promised
for review didn’t quite make it in time due to pro-
duction difficulties. We’'ve done the best we can
under the circumstances, but don’t look for
Flynn's column, or Down South — they both went
west this issue. .

* * X

One for the “Bad News Travels Fast”” depart-
ment. Yet again I've moved my domicile (10/20 —
if you insist), and during the move my new neigh-
bor — a lady of advancing years — took a keen
interest in what was being carried into the house.
All went well until the Hill's collapsible mast made
an appearance along with a couple of antennas,
whereupon she put the question to my laborer-
for-the-day regarding my interest, if any, in CB,
Amateur radio or the like.

Being quite naive about such matters, my labor-
or offered the opinion that 1 might have some in-
terest as he had noticed a “’couple of radios from
time to time’’. You can see it coming, can’t you —
before the ink was dry on the tenancy agreement,
the dear old thing was knockinaeat the front door

with three Ma Kettle clones at her heel, accusing
me of TVI, BCl and whatever else they could lay
tongue to.

The fact that the antennas, mast and rigs were
either laying on the ground, in the shed, or still
packed in cartons didn't matter — | had been
found guilty with no right of appeal. How do you
convince four old biddies who don’t know a watt

from a whatnot that it ain"t possible . . .?

I’'m open to suggestions — | just hope that the
Ris have better luck than | did. Maybe they will
have a way with words which surpasses my mea-
gre talents but, until then, I'm QRT.

* Kk X

Maybe the blue-rinse set has put the mokkers
on any two-way conversations, but the scanner is
still in operation, and anyone who thinks that
scanning doesn’t have a place needs their head
read. A couple or three weeks ago | had the envi-
able task of checking out a charter yacht at Hamil-
ton lsland for five days. Due to a late start to the
jaunt brought about by bad weather, the skipper
decided to stay out for an extra night, which was
fine except for the fact that my photographer and
myself were both dangerously low on nicotine
sticks. About an hour before dusk, the aforesaid-
photographer took the tender to try to hook a cou-
ple of fish for dinner, and | turned on the scanner
for some company, tuning to the local frequencies
which | had sussed out during the previous couple
of days. | happened across a conversation be-
tweaeen one of the ‘‘upmarket’”” Hamilton lstand
cruise boats which 1 had written up last year, and
its base. The cruise boat was informing base of its
ovemight anchorage, which just happened to be
exactly where | was, sipping a cold XXXX and
contemplating a nicotine-less night.

A quick call on the appropriate VHF marine fre-
quency got the desired results — sgix packets of
fags delivered by fast Zodiac inflatable, and a cyn-
lcal look from my photographer when | tried to tell
him that )| swam down to the 7-eleven store to
pick “"em up. Don‘t tell me that scanners haven’t
got their uses.

| CAN NENER
REMEMBER \F
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A full-wave antenna has
well defined null points
in the directions shown.

Bquesre wirea together and tie ,

Centre insudator

Attaching antenna wire to centre insulator.
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Drilling 20mm PVC conduit

for centre insulator
wavelength version are: 2.65 me-
tres for the short end, and 8.2 me-
tres for the long end. Extra half-
wave sactions can be added on,
each of these being 5.55 metres in
length. See the table for total wire
lengths.

Joining the co-ax to the antenna
can be a bit fiddly, but the illustra-
tions show you how. When solder-
ing the joints, make sure that you
have no short-circuits. Plastic
sleeving placed over the joints is
recommended, as is a good coat-
ing of urethane varnish. With my
antennas | dip the whole joint, in-
cluding the end of the co-ax, into
the can of varnish, likewise the far
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Joining co-ax to antenna wires.

Contre
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How to loop co-ax around
centre insulator.

1.5¢cm in from the ends, and one
extra hole in the centre of the feed
point insulator for the co-ax cable
to pass through. A better way to
do itis to use proper egg insulators

Full-wave-length antennas cut accurately are 1:1 on ch.1

for the ends, the type used for elec-
tric fences being suitable.

The type of wire used is up to
you, but as a minimum | suggest

.5mm stranded house wiring ca-
ble for up to two wave-lengths, and
4mm for anything. bigger. Any thin-
ner than this will tend to stretch too
much and cause tuning problems.
Before cutting the cable to length,
attach one end to a firm support,
unroll it, and pull. This will stretch
the cable, and harden it a little.
Then cut the cable to length, exact-
Iy! Not a little more just in case, but
spot on. Do this, and your antenna
will work first time.

The short end of your long wire
is always 2.65m, irrespective of
how long the other end is. The long
end is always an even number of
quarter-wavelengths.

The dimensions of the one

ends of the wires. This practice
helps to keep the water out.

you can't solder, use two con-
nectors from one of those plastic
terminal strips, or crimp connec-
tors as used in automotive slec-
trics. As long as the joints are
secure and well varnished, it will
work.

When making these joints, keep
the length of the exposed co-ax as
short as possible. A 2cm “‘tail”’ on
your co-ax will add the same length
to the total of your antenna wire.

When your antenna is assem-
bled, try to erect it as far away from
large objects as possible, and at
least a quarter-wave above ground.
A height of around three to six me-
tres is ideal. Refer to Ken’s article
for radiation patterns for the differ-
ent wavelengths, point it in the de-
sired direction, and have fun!
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s0. | would note that the club has
had signal reports from Hay,
Hillston, Junee, Cobar,
Gulargambone, Binnaway and
Merriwa, indicating that the area of
coverage may be larger than ex-
pected. This is to be investigated
further in the near future. A porta-
ble mast and omni-directional an-
tenna was erected for a weekend in
Februarxl.l
The Mt Canobolas repeater will
rovide UHF relay services for the
argest single repeater area yet in-
vestigated. It will allow some
people to have access to two re-
peaters, but for most of the users it
will be the only repeater that they
can access. Until it gets up and run-
ning, it is local use only and we all
know how frustrating this can be at
times.

Join the association and get
others to join also. If you say to
yourself: “I'll let the others get it
set up and then just use it,’”" there
will be no repeater, so apply for a
glze(r,nbership form and send in your

AMATEUR AND CITIZENS
RADIO CLUB

This great club was established
back in 1076, no that's not right,
1976 and after 10 years of formal
meetings combined with weekend
radio camps, has today become an
informal on air activity promoting
all aspects of hobby radio.

SydneB hobby news broadcast
station NDG427, operated by Sam
Voron one of the founders of VKCB
Club (who the hell are they Sam?)
started the half-hour Sunday hobby
news broadcast in October 1983.
The programme is still heard al-
most five years later each Sunday
on Channel 14 AM (27.125 MHz),
Channel 20 USB on 27.205 MHz
and Channel 14 FM on UHF
476.750 MHz. Times are 11.00
am and 7.30 pm. :

The broadcast contains news
from the world of hobby radio, CB
radio, amateur radio, short wave
listening, computers and
electronics. .

Sam receives weekly audio
tapes from a NASA US space rep-
resentative in Canberra with a five
minute outer space report,
Westlink 10 minute USA amateur
news report from California, a 45
minute weekly ham radio pro-
gramme from the International Am-
ateur Radio network from US ham
station K1IMAN in Maine. Sam also

[QUEENSLAND BLUE

has permission to record and re-

lay Radio Australia’s short wave
isteners programme and Radio
HCJB Quito, Equador, South Amer-
ica’s “Ham Radio Today’ pro-
gramme on 14.275.

Amateur radio exams to be con-
ducted every week. Up until now, if
you wanted to become a radio ham
and get into the worldwide com-
munications hobby, you needed to
sit for an exam held once every
three months. But no longer. Now a
volunteer exam system similar to
that in the USA means ham radio is
being really opened up to the whole
community. Now you can do the
muitiple choice question paper
whenever a volunteer exam is avail-
able. In Sydney, Sam will be hold-
ing these exams once a week. As
Sam says over the CB airways,
“‘Make 1988 the year you become
a ham"’.

Study material which assumes
‘you know nothing’ is available and
‘on air’ amateur radio study is com-
mon on Channel 14 AM.

The group this year has
organised a walkie-talkie day with
Aussie flags on aerials and banners
where hobby radio was part of the
Willoughby nrrocession through the
streets. Unfortunately this had to
be cancelled due to wet weather.

In September the group will be
?art of the Willoughby family fun
air with a 48 hour radio fun week-
end at the local park.

Anyone who would like to con-
tact Sam — write to 2 Griffith Ave,
Roseville, 2069 or telephone (02)
407 1066.

HEELER

it certainly was great copy there
the other night with Dale Hately
(695) from Geelong. L.ook forward
to hearing from you again. Anyone
out there can give the 76 a call here
in Sydney.

Terri Hately (696}, club pres/sec

has written in once again to kee
readers in touch with their clu
events. .

Their first major event was the
QSL competition which was won
by Fred (694) from Jandowae,
Queensland. Fred has received a

gold plated microphone set on a
marble base, a wall certificate of
confirmation plus 20 free QSL
cards for his efforts. Kevin (0312)
has moved from Ferntree Gully to
Perth WA, Sure hope we can hear
you way over there Kevin.

Welcome home to Jean (151)
back from the USA and also to Lou-
ise (155) from New Caledonia. Lou-
ise’s voice was heard under skip
conditions in Queensland but did
not make it to Victoria.

Bob Hawke will have to keep an
eye on this group. It could be
another Cuba up there in New Cale-
donia, what with Jean in the States
and Louise flitting around the
islands.

Terri needs a volunteer from the
state of North Termritory {Terri its a
““TERRItory’’, not a state} and Tas-
mania for state representatives.
The existing state reps are: Ron
(984), PO Box 984, Maroochydore
4558, Rob (497) PO Box 486, Berri
6343, David (12) c/o Private Mail

ax 02, Warrimoo 2774, Terry
239) c¢/o PO Box 649, Geelong
320 (Terry is also rep for WA).

There must be a member or two
in Tassie or the Territory who can
help out as reps.

erri goes on to say that in Vic-
toria they will be holding their BBQs
at regular intervals throughout the
year in the months of February,
June and October. Terri also goes
on to say that she will have them in
as man}( {ocations as possible and
she will send out as many invita-
tions as the bank will permit.

SYDNEY RADIO GROUF_|

Two big news items, firstly the
Field Day is to take place on the 3
July, yes that’s right the 3rd — not
the 17th. Also tickets will be avail-
able for the Super Bengal Mk lll raf-
fie which will be drawn on the day.

Secondlfy the exciting Bicenten-
nial news for the club is that their
newsletter ‘Sydney On The Side’ is
now being professionally printed.
The current issue, we note, has as
usual several projects plus other in-
teresting articles. Several new
members have appeared on their
list ~— Lester (SR112) in Mel-
bourne, Mark (SR68), Neil SR82)
and Hans (SR84) from Perth, West-
ern Australia. Rumour has it that
another new member from North
America is now on their books.

Thanks to the clubs who have
written over the last few months.
Now that you have written once,
keep the news coming. Those who
have not written in yet (how about
it Broiga 267), we look forward to
hearing from you. The address is:
Club News, PO Box 184,
Northbridge 2063.
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Tin Can By 333
Springsure ;Ié
4
ﬁbﬂ; 4’%
Goordgwindi 434
Gold Cosst 424
Brisbace §/35
Caloundes 8/38
Gladstone 8/38
Paim lsland 8/36
Varske 2137
Brisbane R
g 7
237
Mt Alsxendra 0/38
Emerald 8/38
Pisiba 8738
. Wiloa Milen 8/38
Stenthorpe 8/39
South Australia/
Northern Territory
South Australla/
Northern Territory
Darwin 1731
Black Rock Pezk 2432
Clave 232
o o ¥
333
Binmen 333
Kangavoo Istand :Igz
Snowtown 4;34
Naracoorte 4134
Adetgido 5/36
Worets i
Clero /31
Port Lincoin 8/38
Portable SA Various
West Australia
Denmark 1431
Kellerbosrin 131
Meokatharre 131
Porth 17N
Wickham 31
oy 3t
Abeny g%
Boyup Brook 4734
fx e
Lencelin 4134
Mt Barker 7137
York 1137
e e
Mmm 8/38
Portedie 8/38
Tasmania
Launceston 2132
m; Coast 313
Tesmanian Midlands 4134
ann 8138
Woest Coast 6736
Coatral Highlands 237
Bumie Onm
Hoba 8,
Portagla Tas \e&u

Please help us koop this list up to date and of use to UHF operators everywhere... send details of
allocations (and any corrections to this list} to — CRA Repeater List, PO

fnew repeaters, aervices,
Box 358 Granvie NSW 2142,
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CB Actincin Reg

NSW

49ers DX Ciub of Australia, PO Box 373 Gymsa NSW 2227

AA UHF CB Redio Group, 13 The Circlo Nerraweena NSW 2099,

ACRM (Sydney Divn), PO Box 13A Fairfield NSW

ACRM (New England Divn), PO Box W33 West Tamwarth NSW 2340

ACRM {Nowra Divn), PO Box 635 Nowra NSW 2541

Amateur and Citizens Radio Club, 2 Griffith Ave, Roseville NSW 2069,

Argonauts Radio Contact Club, C/- PO Railway Town NSW 2880.

Barmrenjoey Peninsula Area CB Radio Ctub, PO Box 25, Avelon NSW 2107.

Besf Country Radio & Recreation Club, PO Box 852, Casino NSW 2470,

Berowrs CB Radio Club, PO Box 2, Berowra NSW 2081.

Blue Mountains Repeater Associstion, PO Box 358, Granvilla NSW 2142.

Bravo Victor Radio Club, C/- 11 Canning St Bega NSW 2550,

BWA Boorowa CB Club, PO Box 34 B8oorowa NSW 2586

CB Callbogk Club of Licensed Operators, 18 Malvina Parade, Gorokan, NSW 2263.

Central Westem Citizens Band Community Radio Club, PO Box 828 Orange NSW 2800.

Central West UHF Repeates Assoc. inc PO Box 10682 Bathurst 2795

Charlie Tango CB Radio Group, PO Box 295 Dee Why NSW 2099

2231 Citizens Radio Emergency Service Teams NSW C/- 9 Davies Si. Dubbo NSW

Disabled Water Sports Charity No 2023, C/- PO Saratoga NSW 2250. .

E;I;o Victor Whiskey Redio Club of Newcastle, § Cheryl Close, Elermore Vale, NSW
7.

Eleven Mike, PO Box 357, Singleton NSW 2330

Eureka Base CB Redio Club Friends of Brain ln;md Chitdren, PO Box 12, Blacksmiths
2201.

FM €8 Radio Owners Unite, PO Box 40, Gladasville, NSW 2111,

Foxtrot November DX Club, PO Box 373 Gymea 2227 .

G.L.C. Eastern Bases CB Radio Club, PO Box 767, Gosford NSW 2250.
Gladiator CB Radio Group, 9 Ashisnd St. Alstonville NSW 2477

Gosford Citizens Radio Club, PO Box 447, Gosford NSW 2260.

Groater Cessnock City Radio Association, 48 Mayfield St, Cessnock NSW 2325.
Hill Billy Radio Club, PO Box 683 Taree NSW 2430

JMG CB Club 2 Barana Pde., East Roseville 20569

Just Enough Radio Club, PO Box 2789 Blayney NSW 2799,

Lekemba Avea Redio Club, PO Box 508 Kogarah 2217

Leisure Coast CB Radio Club, PO Box 1127, Wollongong, NSW 2500.

MacLeay Vailey CB Radio Club, PO Box 34, Kempsey NSW 2440,

Malles Redio Austrelia CB Radio Club, PO Box 920, Griffith NSW 2680.
Metropolitan Radio Club, PO Box C31 Clarence St. Sydney NSW 2000.
Metropoliten West Radio Club, 74 Van Dismen Ave, Willmet NSW 2770.

Mike India CB Radio Club, PO Box 778, Campbelitown NSW 2660.

Moonlighters District Radio Club, PO Box 13, Hawks Nest NSW 2324,

National Dingo Associstion C/- Smithville via Broken Hill NSW 2880,

Newcastle Cyclist CB Club, 3 Hill St, Wallsend NSW 2287.

North Shore Radio Club, PO Box 236 Pymble NSW 2073,

November Alpha Club, PO Box 412, Namandera NSW 2700.

Overland Radio Club Inc {Sydney Branch), PO Box 295, Dee Why Sydney NSW 2099,
Parkes Citizens Band Radio Club, PO Box 525 Parkes NSW 2870.

:mm Social Club of Aust, Queanbeyan/Canberra Div PO Box 771, Queanbeyan
Pathfinder Radio Group NSW, PO Box 167, St Mary's NSW 2750,
Pioneer C8 Radio and Socizl Club, PO Box 34, Boolaroo NSW 2284,

Redio Rescue Inc. (NSW) Branch Operations Director, Galong NSW 2685.
REACT Hunter Vallsy D/7 Victory Pde., Wallsand 2287

REACT NSW State Taam, 476 Parkinson St, Albury, NSW 2640.

REACT 4WOD Rescus Service, 476 Parkinson St, Albury NSW 2640,
Riverina Radio CB Social Club, 29 Parkinson Cres, Griffith NSW 2680,

Rough As Guts Radio (RAG), C/- PO Box 129 Wambers! NSW 2250

Skydivers CB Radio Club, Unit 5/3 Washington Avenue, Riverwood NSW 2210.
Shaftow Water Siers Whisky Club, PO Box 857, Nowra NSW 2540,

Sydney Radio Group, PO Box 184, Northbridge NSW 2063.

Tango Romeo Echo CB Club, PO BOx 888, Taree NSW 2430.

Tango-X-ray Side-band Radio Club of Australia, PO Box 664, Castle Hill NSW 2154.
The Beam Club of Austratia, PO Box 633, Brookvale NSW 2100.

The TT UHF C8B Radio Club, c/o PO Box C31 Clarence St. Sydney NSW 2000,
Titen Radio Group, PO Box 195 Blacktown NSW 2148,

United Citizen Band Radio Clubs of NSW, PO Box 104, Strathfield, NSW 2135,
Viking CB Radio Ctub, PO Box 133 Miller NSW 2168.

Westem Radio Club, PO Box 666 Blacktown NSW 2148.

Whisky Lima Radio Club, PO Box 139 Revesby NSW 2212,

”"

Williams Valley Radio Club, PO Box 50 Dungong NSW 2420.
Wombat CB Radio Club, PO Box 348, Lavington NSW 2641,
YMCA-New England Emergency Radio Unit, PO Box 681 Armidale 2350.

WA

ACRM Austratian Citizen Radio Monitors WA Inc., PO Cox 141 Capel WA 6271,
ACRM WA South West Division 68 Rogers Avenue, Katanning 6317

Albany Commns Group 65 Hassells St. Ellsker Albany WA 6330.

Alpha Whiskey Alpha Radio Club, 180 Bay View Dve Litile Grove Albany WA 6330.
Ausiralian Radio Group, PO Box 1118, Fremantle 6160.

Aust Radio Group, PO Bax 429, Memedin WA 6415.

Black Swan CQDX Club, PO Box 626 Rackingham 6168

Bunbury Radio Club Inc, PO Box 31, Bunbury WA 6230,

Canning River Radio Club, 53 Parkside Ave, Mt Pleasant WA 6153,

Camarvon Radio Club, PO Box 294, Camarvon WA 6701.

CREST WA (inc) PO Box 1200, East Victosia Park WA 6101,

Echo Radio CB Club, PO Bax 619, Claremont, WA 6010,

Freedom Group Perth, PO Box 9, Paimyra WA 6157.

Gascoyne CB Club, PO Box 947 Camarvon WA 6701,

Golden Hewk CB Radio Club of Austratia, PO Box 1183, Bunbury WA 6230.
Ketanning CB Club, C/- PO Box 51, Katanning 6317.

Kookaburra CB & Social Club, 453 Savenoeks St., Beckenham 6107,

Perth Acrem and Mustang CB Social Club, PO Box 193, Gresnwood WA 6024,
Perth Mstropotitan Radio Canmumnom Group and Voluntesr

Pilbars Radio Group, PO Box 95, Parraburdoo WA 6754.

Port Hedland Whisky Alpha CB Club, PO Box 2142, South Hediand WA 6722.
Quokka Radio Club, PO Box 12 Rackingham WA 6168.

RAEACT WA State Team, 88 Frisby Crt, South Hedland, WA.

Rescue (Inc) PO Box 575 Cannington 6107

Sandgroper Club of South West WA, PO Box 249 Collie WA 6225,

Scorpion tatnl CB Redio Club of WA, PO Box 51 Rockingham WA 6168.
Southern River Radio Graup, PO Box 38 Ketmscott WA 6111

The Mango Club, PO Box 241, Hillarys WA 6025,

Tha UHF Assn of WA Inc, PO Box 176, Hillarys WA 6025,

Titan Radio Group, PO Box 210, Kwinana WA 6167.

w:mag:g Cliizens Radio Emergency Services Teams WA Inc, PO Box 402, Wanneroo
West Coast Radio Club, PO Box 270 Hillarys 6025

Western Radio Club, PO Box 484, Collie WA 6225,

Wild Geese intarnational Combat Veterans Radio Communications Group, PQ Box 673,
Cannington WA 6107,

York Repeater Club, Box 40 Beverley 6304

QLD

ACRIM QLD Ine, PO Box 213, Everton Park Brisbane Qid 4053.

Australisn Bulldog Club, 37 Sunderand St, Garbutt Townsville Qid 4814.
Austrgiizn imemational CB Social Club, PO Box 180, Insls Qid 4077,

Brisbane Volunteer Emergency Monitoring Service, 22 Reis St., Burands 4012.
Brisbane Four Whoe! Drive Radio Club, PO Box 29 M, Gravett East 4122

Bunya Redio Club, PO Box 576, Kingaroy Qid 4610,

C8 Callbook Club of Licensed Gperators, PO Box 593 Psim Besch 4221,

Color Postcard Express Intemational 03!. and Postcard Swap Club {Austratian Rep}, PO
Box 111, Oakey Q!d 4401.

Delta United Radio Group Ltd, 3 Bedama St, Inala 4077.

Dirty Water CB Club of Austrafia, PO Box 262, Bulimba Qld 4170.

Gladstone Radio B Social club, PO Box 1466 Gladstone 4680

Hervey Bay and District CB Club, PO Box 382, Pialba Qld 4655.

lan;:;\zdm €8 Radio Club of Australia, PO Box 5712, Rockhampton Mail Centre Gid
KKK 106 Rsdio Club, PO Box 6547, Goldcoast Mail Centre Qtd 4217.

Leicherdt CB Redio Club, PO Box 841, Mt Isa Qtd 4825.

Musketeer Club, PO Box 135, Ferny Grove 4055.

Nations! Dingo Association, PO Box 34 Finch Hatton Gld 4756

Radio Rescue Inc (Qid Beh) State President 2 Widt St Mours 4718
REACT QLD State Team, Bux 5227, Caims Mail Centre Nth Qid 4871,
Rockhampton Citizens Band Radio Club, PO Box 5230, Rockhampton Mail Contre 4702.
Rum City CB Ctub, PO Box 229 Qid 4670

Sunshine Coest CB Radio Club, PO Box 379, Maroochydore, Old 4558,
Mmﬁmamodublm.. PO Box 529, Damas, Gid 4076.

The United Pheasant Pluckers, South Calliope St, Springsure 4722,
Toowoomba District C8 Club, PO Box 5387, Toowoomba Qld 4350.

—
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