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GLOBO BROADCASTING NETWORK, RIO de JANEIRO 
ON THE AIR WITH TWO VP-SO's 

Gates triplexer antenna, serves three radia stations. "Radio Globo" transmitts with two VP-50's and one BC-1 OH. 

In the past years, our neighbor to the south 
has experienced difficulty in achieving top­
notch AM broadcasting. The city of Rio de 
Janeiro is divided into two sections by a 
3,000 foot mountain range. Even with three 
radio stations, transmitting from three dif­
ferent sites, the desired quality of broad­
casting could not be achieved. Neither side 
of the city could be disregarded as both are 
commercially important. So the problem 
persisted, where to place transmitters so 
that all areas of the city could be reached. 
The natural solution was to find a common 
site, facing both parts of the city, a site 
where all three radio stations could operate 
from the same tower. A place such as this 
could be found on the opposite shore of 
Guanabara Bay. Aerial photographs were 
taken and to everyone's delight, an aban-

doned island only 600 feet from the main­
land was discovered. 

The island was purchased and the idea 
grew to build the most advanced broad­
casting plant in all of South America. 
Money was not a drawback as the old radio 
stations were located in the valuable indus­
trial district of Rio. 

Gates Radio was consulted on the feasi­
bility of tri-plexing two 50 Kw and one 
lOKw transmitters on the same antenna. 
Gates Engineers came up with the solution 
and the equipment was ordered. In addition 
to the complex 50Kw triplexer designed by 
Bob Bush, Globo ordered two VP-50 and 
two BC-lOH transmitters. Thus a problem 
was solved and a sale was made. 

All three stations have been operating 
continuously from the island since April of 

1970. Since that time, it has become in­
creasingly evident that there was a need for 
a complete overhaul of some of the old 
studio equipment. As a result, the old audio 
consoles have been replaced with Gatesway 
II and Diplomat Audio consoles. And just 
this past month, it was learned Radio Globo 
is planning a new stereo FM station with 
Gates equipment strongly considered. 

If you think this is a "Happy Ending", 
just read on. The human side of this project 
has not been overlooked. Each technician 
gets a rent-free, two or three bedroom house 
and an eighteen foot catamaran provides 
continuous transportation between the island 
and the mainland. Extensive work is also 
underway to landscape the area so that it 
will fit the traditional concept of "A South 
Sea Paradise". 

Anyone for Rio de Janeiro? 
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