Ale 1 REPORT ON THE BEVERAGE ANTENYA DXPEDITION
Labor Day 1972

-Don Kenney -~ P. 0. Box 1668 - Santa Monica, CA 90406
Site and Antenna The location DEE selected is in.an unnamed valley about 130 airline
- miles due east of downtown Los Angeles. The horizon is unblocked
to the KW and SE, and is obstructed by low, but rugged, mountains to the NE and SW.
The latitude/longitude is roughly 34°5'N/115°40'W (wore exactly, 34°8'N/115°41'V, by
later check of Dept. of Interior map-DEE) a few miles north of the eastern peanhanile
ol Joshua Tree Natl Monumcnt. Thers aren't muny radio stations in that area; the
"local” is Palm Springs, 55 miles, Distences are approx. bearings to "nearby"
setiled areans are:

Los Angelés - 145 miles - 270° Yuma -~ 120 miles - 155°
Las Vegas - 150 - 5 Hexicali - 105 - 175*
San Diego - 130 - 210° Palm Springs - 55 ~ 240°

7Two Beverage antennas arc presently installed there; a 2800' antenna suspened two tn
Iour feet from the ground runs out at 135°. A second antenna consists of about 6000
feet of insulated #22 hookup wire on the ground simed at about 55%. The actual
jirection of the anternas is uncertain until DEE gets a topographical map of the areae
and somebody goes out with a compass, (Map now cn hand~-DEE). The estimates are prob=-
ably within 20° and could well be much closer than that, Both of these antennas were -
terminated in resistances. In the case of the 135° antenna, the ground rod is in
t2nd which was wet to a depth of perhaps 3" by a thunderstorm. Attempts to edjust
this resistance to eliminate KNBR-680 San Francisco exhibited little muccess, (It is
now thought that KIBR might not be even close to the bearing of the entenna-DEE).

The 6000 foot antenna is teminated to & handy U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey marker.
Yo attempt was made to tune this. (No, 1t i3 not that DEE has better sense than to
set off for a mile wolk across the desert on a pitch black night = it is beceuse he
pet 1ost=DJK). DEE ran & third antenna along the side of the road which runs fairly
close to due N-S. I'm not eware of his results, (The third antenna mway no longer
exist, having been constructed from 6000' of #36 Poly-Thermalete magnst wire, costing
arcund 535. The difference between it and the other two was that it hsd less gain
and, because of horizon blocking and lack of pertinent signel areas, signals from
other directions often dominated. It was not terminated. CKDA was strong on the TH
ut 5o was KDKA s/on- 1220 and 1020 respectively- the most obvious comclusion was
that signals even 90° from loop orientation would be received if there was absolutely
nothing else on the frequency.-DEE). :

LYUIPMENT In addition to the Beverage antennas, we had between the three of us, 3

Realistic TRFs, & Falcon car radio, & Heath CR-78 equipped with & mechani-
cal filter, and a shielded ferrite loop antenna (similar to Space Magnet but not
constructed by Mr. Worcester).

LOKDITIONS . Reception conditions seemed about normel for labor Day =~ rather noisy
but not impossible. There was considerable thunderstorm static =-- extreme-

1y local in the late cfternoon. Almost all DXing was done on the Beverages, however;
the "Space Mignet" was broken out around 0230 local time MM for a conmdition check.

At that time, conditions-seemed fairly dismal. Noisy with only the W and midwest
NSPers and a few powerful Latins audible. Considerably better results were being had
with the Beverages at that time. Immediately upon srriving home Monday, the GR-76/
"pace Magnet" combination was checked out at home and found to be operating reasona-
bly normally. :

RESULTS 1In general, the Beveragss lived up to expectations. 'The 135° antenna pulled
in numerous latin Americans along with incredible amounts of thunderstorm
ctetic. Although nothing exotic waes logged, & number of etns were noted, some at
excellent level.. The 55° Beverage, on the other hand, pulled thru good eigs from the
midvest and, after 0230 local, from several ECNA stations, The thunderstorm noise
or: this antenna was much below that on the other antenna, Curiously, no Hawaiian
or DU stations were noted on the 55° antenna (mor could any be found with the "Space
Magnet"); however, the Tarawa carrier was noted weakly on the 135° antenna.
Comparisons of tho seme requency on the two antennas were irpressive, S{ationg
btorely audible ¢n one antenna were frequently dominunt on the other. Athen
extrenely stronr signslc from the "non-favored” direction were able to pet ftlavi
(XEW-00, iLIKC=IH0 on the 55° antenna and KS1~1160, KXF1~1540 on the 135¢ antems,,
the dil'ference in nimul strenpth was extreme.

LONCLUSIONS ‘The Beveruwse antennn scems to be everything it is veputed (e be,
thiut one accepts the hard fact that strong statinns off to the
dhe antenna are going to get through. I wish I had a bigger backyard.

Previg
de o

1DG ot a1l of the statinns heard on the Heathkit GR-7A were written down, tut ine

fc1leving ic probably o lair sampling: » date of reception wns 4 September
__wqmaﬁv ,jv and all times are in CMI. Antenna d ection, in degrees, is in parventhe-
ses (),

T1ME HOTES

0245 Sireng LA (13%). Hot IDed but believed to e a liextenn.
0L45 Relize (1.39) poor with play. :
oz4h tair to good 55 (135) assumed to be a Hexican.

Q247-0372 KBGI Boise dominating on both antennas. EE urder (%5) assumcd to be
WMAQ. 1S under ond sometimes over (135) with no trace of WMAQ. "

. 55 srems to be TGRT back here from 644,

0304-7310 910 Mixture of YJFAG and 2 second lex. w/RCH progremming (assur
Ciudad Ubregon) w/KPHO way under (135). KPHO Pheenix dominan®
w/XEAC Mexicali under (55).

0313-C317 900 XEW Mexico City at local level (135). XEW weak but dominant w/y:
EE under at one point {55).

03258 590 WIS Chicago clear and 100/ readmble (55) w/talk pgm. Lots of ni it
w/wk mx (135).,

0327 « B8O Ki7H at local level {55). Misc. distorted :mdio (135).

033y 830 WCCO Minneapolis clear w/rel pgm (55). Wk mx w/lols of noise (1.,

0405 B8O KVIl w/local-like sig (55). Mixture of KaVN & SS (TGJ?). Sometcdy
a few hundred .cycles off freq. on the high side creating an anncy-
ing het (135). .

o078 800 CKOK Penticton, B.C., fair w/some EE QRM (5%).
0714 (sic?) 830 WCCO loud end clear -- no sign of KIKI (55). :
0748 730 KABC Los Anreles good w/mx under (55). Music {not KARC) dominwcit w'

rel (not KABC) under (135).
1749-0800 B850 HJKC Bogota, Colombia, fair to wy pood (135). WIKC poor w/HE 1x
under (59). Estimated 4 or 5 G-units difference in HIKC sirnul,

0117 660 Het and scveral stations (?-DEE).

UsIR-Cs26 640 CMQ Habana u/IFI w/readable ID 0826 (135).

329 890 5S fair to poor, not IDed (135).

0305 . 1000 SS ofu KOMO OC w/lots of noise (135). ID may have been "Nueva unhcr®
or somcthing similar; nothing listed remotely like this,

0914 1010 XEHC Guadalajara atop jumble w/"R. Commercial® ID (135).

£930 1020 WJIDP Mieva, Colombia, it. Colossal, poor to guod (135), .

n94% 1070 HJCG Dogotn, Colombia, it. Santa Fe, fair to good atop jumble (1<RY,
FE nx (V%) w/no sign of IJCC.

(riha 1180  YVME Ciudad Ojeda, Ven., s/on w/good to fair signal thru neiss (1%
"itadio Petrola."

1000 1210 WJFF Perira, Colombia, w/clear strong ID (115).

1020 730 CKLG Yancouver wk w/Colombian even weoker (135). CKLG weak (5).

1024-10%2 1400 KIUN Pecos, Texas, TT dominating on both but stronger on 135°. LY
fair u/KIUN on 55. KuIQ uw/KSLY (55).

ilnt written down but nlso noted: %5-\/BBM gd, WABC gd, WCBS pr, WNBC fair, W2AP &nu

135-85-880 (Peru?), carrier-853 {Peiu’,

~arrier-844 (Tarawa), WWL gd, WBAP pgd, TT-1550 1010 GMT, KXEL fair. Conspicunusly

miz~in, 't KORL, KIKT, Cubans 70 & 720, ZR5-1540.




