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by Mike Dorner, Jr.

In 1973-74 1 worked as newsman and writer for
KNOM 780 Nome, Alaska, and was able to gataer infor-

mation on ‘a number of western Alaskan rauio stations,

The following is offered not only to D{ers but also
to those who are interested in radio bdroazdcasting as
such. . -

A few words about Alaska are i» crder. Everyone
knows that it i3 the l:urgest state in tne Unisn; I
knew 28 ausa,, but was stlll ncot gre: red for tn
sheer {mmensity of tnis state, I dii nct xnow, f
ex-mple, that 1¢ 15 twelve zundred air miiss from
Seattle to inchoraze, and ainc tne s:me iistance
frons taere to Nome. Cne has to zee this lzmense,
brooding land;from tne alr <o ~ra2ciate 1t, One

fliasg for nundreds of miles ng sizn ~t 2ll

or

flies for. hundreds of miles ]
of numan existence: no ro~nds~, no culs in the moun-
taing, no Iliat of sunlizht off 2 car or asuse win-
dow, no fences' no domestic~ted animals; no nsower
lines. This has to have a dramatic influence on any
communications ia the at~te.

Anctner item to consider is th-t, suiside of
Ancnorage and PFalrbanks, hardly any octher own nas
an ecomony sufficlent to sup:ort a commercial radio
st~tion, - Juneau is anotiaer; 1t 1s the cre-ent state
capital but nas only some 5,000 peogle, Those of
yau wno have long bteen DXing tae medium wave band
are familiar with small-town Alaskan stctions: on
sbout dawn till late maraing or early zfteracon
ba2ck on the air in late afternoon untll a few
after sundown., In t.ie lower 48, small towns of com-

parable size do suzport one, and sometimes twc, com-

meroial radio stations, but it must be remembered
that th2se cater to county populations of several
tens of thousands and, 1in any case, are actually
relying on the surrounding agricultur=l, rancatﬂﬁ,
mining or tourist populations to keep on txe ar. In
Al-ska there rarely are such outlying popul=ztions;
Nome, . tor example, has no permanent residents living
more than two miles outside the city limits., The
nearest living soul is 25 mile< away-actually 20
souls,”

And’ this is why Alaska h~s so few radio stn~-
‘tiona, The 1977 W3TH lists 26 st-tions, and I
think that one or two nave since been licensed
including a station at Willow, near tne =ite ol the
new stte capital under construction, nor:th of
anchoraze. WRTY lists f-ur non-commercial statisas,
Actually tnere are at leart five, The correct list-

_.ing saould read: KYUK 530 Betnel, KDIG 270 Dilling-
hem, KBRW &30 Barrow=--on the nnrth slore and
p*obably the Scandlanavian's deligzat, KOTZ 720
Kotzedbue, and KNCM 730 lome. KNOM ac*ually nas a
commercial license, but overates non=-coxmerciaily.
In addition, taere are two stations operated under
relizious auspices, KIZY 850 Nome, owned by the
Evangzelicz2l Iutzeran Church and partly commercial;
and KJNP 1170 ¥orth Pcle, Jjust outside of Falirb=nks.
Additionally taere sre a number of non-commercial
M, some only ten watts, and all finznced by the
Alascan Public. Broadcasting Autnority, at least in
tae initial staées.

Some of the MW listed above are also APBA

fina uuuu—-’-z‘('fu'K X0TZ, and probably KDL3 and KBRW,

KYUK has an educational TV affili~te, the first in
western Alaska. The Bsklmo were fascin=ted 5 no
end, and KYUK recently got neramlssicn to broadcast
commercial Y progr-=z videos tapes, comnlete with com-
mercials. =2ince 1t is the snly TV in western 4laska,
outside o’ SATV in Nome and Kotzabue. Currently the
2Q is suthorizing low~- power transl-tors throughout

tae -rural areas of the state to orizinate their own
prograzming, ba.sically videotapes ci educztional
KJAS-TV Pairbanks, KAKM Anchorage, and EYJK-TV-and
fron satellites, Most of these stati-ns belong to
Eskimo, Aleut or Indlan viliages and are f{ar, far

away from any 3r-de "Z% TV signal.
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Ts return to Mw: ¥sme's aldest station it {IZY 3350,
or K-IZY. It is heavily evangellstlc, wi:ih joscel
prozranming of fundamentalist persuaslon crcduced
eltner 1n the lower 48, or 2t the studlos in we-tern

Nome. A number of Eﬂklmo-language prograczs are

proadcast, for the Protestznt misrionaries in wWestern

Alaska have taken the trouble to learn trne zany
dlalects, and 2re translatlng the Bible into thaeir
languages. KISY is alfiliated witha 13C-Informatlion,
but when I was tnere it was carryinz live network
news once in the morninzg 3nd.once.1n“tne evening
vecause of tne gre it expense of telepnone circuits.
At the time all teletype and televhone links %o

western Alaska were c-rried by the Air Force's"Walte
Allce" system, tne ploneer troposheric scat;er com~
municatlon system bullt tc serve the Zarf‘ung radar
and defense installations. KXICY has an aggressive
local news departzent. The final hour of -tae day,
2300 local time, is dedicated t> a broadcast to
Ruzsian listeners in thelr own language.”~ The
rogram.comes taped. : N

If I regall corr
4

e Y, KICY was built abo it

, and I was tcid ov the KIOM manager taat.

lans intervened wit: the State Departuent

heard of 1its -uﬂst*uctlcn, for tney feared the

12n would be @ prcpaganda outlet, Assured that

wasg for Alaskan native listeners, they relented.

asked Dave DeVries, proziranm uLLeLuor, 1f they had

ver received a letter or report frna Russia, and gne
;jald that they had indeed, once. A-listener near

\ el 8
rovideniya nad wristten a letter in waich he sald

that tals was his third effort to write, since the
otner two had been returned by tne Russia n Post
Cffice. The letter w2s zostmarked a number of
Russian citles, last of 3ll ‘oscow, and was almost
a year old when 1t finally arrived. - KICY answered,
but no cne knows if the letter were ever delivered,
KICY nas a large map in 1ts ma in studio witn
colored poins marking areas of the world which have
reported receotion. Countries include Australia,
Japan, 3weden, Canada, and the U.S. I believe tnat
tnere was one L=atin renort. Its 5 kw transmitter
delivers a signal into a2 single-stlck antenna of
rather short aeigat east of Nowe along the Beach
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KNOM was built about 1971 by Jesult priest
Jev, James Poole to eounter the Protestant =1.-rnn1
6f XIZY. At the time, except for a dozen or so
zenerally low=-power AFRTS relays in western Alaska,
KICY was tae only station to be heard and, as anyone
who has ever lived in tne Alaskan wilds during winter-
time can testify, 1t gets powerfully lonely with
little entertainment. The bishop of Fairb-nks
diocese authorized the station if Father Poole could
raise the funds, which he did by appealing to a wide
range of people, incladin' dollywood types.

K404 runs on WB3M's clear 780, with 10 kw day
and 5 kw night. The equlpment is exclusively lol-
lins, with the excention of production rooz Scullles
-ad a MeM-rtin groduction board. Askel way he went
so exgensive a route, ne replied, "When you're 2400
miles from Seattle, you cazn't afford to keep phoning
for .arts and then walting two or three days and
paying all that air freight.“ The Collins egquioment
is extremely reliable, though the trronsmitter, remote-
contrelled froxz the stasisn on Third Avenue, h-s to
be proided on manually wnen the merzury dipjs delow
zero. Once the transzmitter goes on, it heats {is
own buliding.

The lntaresting taing about XYNOY is 1ts antenna-
- 2 f3lied unipcle on 1tcut = 143 ft. tower. The
unipole w-s carefully hoﬁen oy vsnsu;ting eniineers
as offering tne best xround ~wave signal, since
Pather Foole was 1nterested in servinzg tae Esklimo,
Aleuts 2nd Indlans with 2 good counsirtent sizn-l,

s A iimn et mroatad t 14 e
z2nd was not interested ia skip on skywave. It sh
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be noted %taat, at that height in the latitudes, the
northera lizhts plays havoec with skywave signals,
Many a aisht we dizled tae M band futllely in search

Tals is the major reassn way
sutside Alaska, though it was
1 ‘n t“he nanhandle and 4down into
Washington stnte antil co-chahnel KCRL 780 came om.
(or do I have it dackwards? Yes, I think a Calif-
ornia and Washin:;ton palr of listeners complained
when KNOM came on the air, because it eliminated
good receotion of KCRL's classical musicl)

Both KICY 2nd KNCM have emergenoy power
Zenerators at thelr transmitter sltes, a necess-ry
provision :iven tne vajaries of Nome's antiquated
power system. AI2Y ans studlo emergency power =l a,
ee times rer
sWer 43, In
Z a kilow.tt

Plams+ 14~ AAarra v - am - a ~rs wen Y a
Electric pawer rates are rougnly b
»

kilowatt nour wnat they are in in
1374 tne rste wan, I belleve, ove
nour, and tnle was cgre-enerzy oU .
X¥CM also has an 1ggressive news department,
naving wen several awards and cre yenr delivering
more stories t> the AP wire tn2n any other Al-askan
radio st-tion, inciuding Ancnorage and Juneau.

Nome 1s the adainistrative center of western Alaska
up to tae North 3lo-e, and there are ludicial deci-
sions, BIA affalrs, stzte legislative and even fed-
eral legislative hearings, in addition to lively
local municipal and school board pollitics., Lately
the native gorporations arisingz out of the Land
Settlement Act have been generating considerable
news.
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not an evangelistic radio station. Rather, in
Xeeping with the Church's broad-based cultural
approach rather than the usual Protestant evangel=-
izing, it runs a mix of country and rock wmusic all
day long, wlth PSA's directed to tae Vski“o to nelp
nim cope with living in the walte man's world--
firancial matters, safety, health and educ:tion, etec,
A4 twice-daily meditation and Sunday Mass are tne only
explicicly C-tholic programs. Needless to say, it

is the most listened to statlon north of XYUK and

the Yukon territory (th:t is, the Yukon River Valley),
with a clean, strong siznal. 3Jince I left the sta-
tion added two more hours of d=ily operation, now
running 6 am - 12 am (Sundays 7 am on) and the MBS
network. The st=tion 4is completely non-commercial

and ite tranemitter at the mouth sf the .
WAL WV VL wne A\Umc TLVCL

east of town sits on BIA land as a conseguencs,
(Most of the land in Nome is owned by the mining
company, which has recently revived gold dredgin
operations.)
WRTH '77 no longer lists the AFRTS station in

Nome which, I belleve was on either 580 or 590.

The two military installations there in World wWar II,
when the town was a launching base for lend-lease
aircraft to Russia, 170 miles away, were closed
after the Wer, and the airbase is now the alrport.
Nevertneless, the men at the RCA Alaska Communic-tions
office on ”ront Street continued to run the 50-watt
station for the entertainment o7 this isolated com-
munity until XKICY complalned that it was taking away
listeners from its Gospel progrenmin,. When I was

thara +tha RDTA mannla waislA sk 2 L oA
it on at ALZgac and

w4 wus dsa JCUJLT mUWLW VUL a3

_let 1t run till KICY returned at dawn. AFRTS would
broadcast the usual Alaskan automated =ervice out
of Elmendorf and because of the wretched White Alics
phone line quality, the audio would be much worse
than the standard lower 48 phone line.

The people of Kotzebue, a town with jet ser-
vice some 170 miles north of 'ome above tne Arctic
Circle, built their own staticn, XKC72 on 720 khz
with 5 kw fulltime., Alaskan bush radio had some
interesting antenna systems, and XKJ0T7Z's distinction
is that its signal 1s fed into the FAA long-wire
antenna, You read right. I couldn't believe it
either, wnen I went up there to do transmitter watch
while the managzer-engineer went down to the southern
part of the state to cover Kotzebue {igh 8 state
playoffs \nisn scuool teams fly by jet to their games
or =t least by private craft--a necessity where there
is no road system). I asked him how long it took the

faderal hureancrats ts guthoriza +hat ama and
federal dureaugrails to asuthorize that cne, and he

sald about a year. The station is really publicly
owned, and non-commercial, and the board decided in
its initial planning tna;' glven the exceptional.
construction costs in tnis permafrost area that
thaws for a foot or two for a couple of months in
summer, that the only viadle means of zetting a
station on the air was to use an existing radio
antenna, and that meant the FAA's hammock long-
wire,

The FAA aporoved, gent some of its men to
supervise the actual installation, and there have
been no problems., XKCTZ, to my knowledze, 1s the
only domestic MW statlon inm the nation running off
a long-wire. If you know of any others, you ought
to write IRCA about them. Because of permafrost,

zroandinzy 482 nizh impossible in much of Alaskas with-

zreuanding ie nizh impossidle zuch ¢f Alaska with
out expensive construction. The statlon building
in Nome (KNOM) was alive with r.f. energy, and when
KNOM first went on the air, 1ts signal popped up
all over the MW, LW, and SW bands, including the
marine distress frequency., The station went back
to its consulting engineer, who designed an additional
32,000 fillter system that sclved the proolemp. When
tae hans opened up theilr station in Nome, we fre=
quently got their sizmal all over the production
board and every radio in the place,

To get back to KOTZ, "Arctic Cilrcle Radio,”
1ts schedule in 1973 was 7am-llpm local Bering
Standard time, which 1s seven Hours benind BST.
After a low-key morningz service program, the day is
dedicated to block and format programs for house-

wivaa e akana a naws and magasin Parmeat+ warimA
wWives, Swap sacdps, a news and magazine iorxst arsunda

noon, dinner musie, then harder rock in the late
afteraoon, easy music and country until 10 pm or so .

Thara are programs in the Eskime dizlact and 3 rsad-
LasI's arc programs wne LSX.imC GilaaisCly and a rsalk-=

ing prozram where listeners who have a favorite book
of any kind, short of porno, can read it over the
air. Surprisingly. it has proven popular, as has

a classical program done by one of the BIA teachers.
KOT2 1s located in the basement of the BIA school

in quite comfortable studios.

KOTZ is community access radio without all the
koocks, and it is immensely popular, despite cable
7V. Shortly after the station took to the air the
hezat from the transmigsion line melted the plexi -
glas$ gauntlet in the wall a nd the enti e trans-
mitter went up in flames. In a week's time the

listeners spontaneously raised encuga money to put
the station back on the alr with a new transmitter
and duilding.

“smerica's Northernmost Radio Ststion" is no
longer KOTZ, but K3RW in Barrow on the 3ering Sea.
This station was built long after I left, but there
was talk of 1t back in 1373. My lmoression is that
1t i8 owned by tne rezlonal native corporation, and
almost certainly runs non=-commerclally. I suppose
that the 630 khz station (10kw/Skw) is fairly easy
to hear in Europe.

The first western Alaskan, non-AFRTS station
w=s KYUK 580 Bethel. Reportedly the station was

ythorizad a2+ Fimat an o differant fresuency which
guthorized 2t I[irst on a allilersnt Ireguengy waica,

for scme reason, proved to be a poor one. The orig-
inal engineer-manager, it is said, moved the station
to the present 580 and . then, it is reported, asked
for permission. The Peds {nterested in promoting
bush radio, iznored the situation. or 80 it is said,
The "PCC also iznores the widespread practice,
even by Anchorage and Falrbanks stations, of broad=-
casting perscnal messages. "Sally, the goods you
ordered from Ancaoragze are on the next Munz Northerm
fligat. 3ive my love to thne children. Tom."
"Marzie or Joe Whittier, your groceries nave be-n
snipoed on the Alask-n Rallroad 10 o'clock train.
Telephone conmunications between places like Nome
are very unpredictable, 1f they exist at all. VHYF
links are zenerally ruled out because of the in-

aradihla +tarrain ond immaensa diatannas Shart -
Credipaie Terrauin and ilomen3e QlsianissS. Salry

wave links prevail into the bush, but theseawe often
inoperable due to the ncrthern lights and geo-
magnetic disturbances. Further, there are thousands
of natives and whites wano live far from any tele=-
phone at all. Commercial radio serves a needed pur-
pose by troadcasting taese messages, for if tne
party to whom the message 1s directed is not listen~
ing, his neighbors will tell him about it., This nas
peen going on for years, and has been written up in
Reader’'s Dizest and several newspaper articles. The
FCe Knows aoout 1t, but has enough sense, So rars in
a bureaucracy, to know thgt the sabbath exists for
man, and not man for the sabbath (read, rules).
Knowing some wide-eyed fanatics in the DX circles
wac see themselves as an unoflicial PCC inspector

Aanrmna T wrdtta +nama Jdmao malizadtomel £

¢orps, I write tnese lines reluctantly for fear that

some idict will make a hullabaloo to the FCZ in
favor of pristine observance of "The Rules”. The

funniest message I ever heard wae, "George, from Jant
Doe, I'm pregnant. What are you going to do about

162"

4 final note about the very different world of
Alaskan radio. There are no daytime stations--with
reason. In Nome, in June the sun sets at 11 pm and
rises at 2 am, and there is enough daylizht to take
clear color photes at midnizhat. But in December,
the sun sets at 2 pm and rises at 11 am. That, my
friends, would te a heckuva radio schedule, Conse-
quently, KNOM dces not drop to nighttime power at
all for a couple of months a year, while in dead of
winter runs at its customary daytime 10 kw for only
four hours. Farther north, the sun does not set at
all in summer and rises 1f at all even a briefer
time in winter. There is stlll 2 zood cholce of

fransuanpias gnan ta anvhody whe can find the funds
iregquencises ¢pen U8 anyolly Wil Can 1.indé iase 1unds

to run a radio station. Note that most Alaskans
oocerate on clear caannels. 50 kw operations =re few
because of tae expensive power =a2nd light, but most
run-a good 5 kw or so and get out mucn farther than
taey would in the lower 48 because there is no
interference.

As far as DYing is concerned, I brought along
my Heath AR-13A FM-AM. Since the set needs a 30
microvolt signal at the low end of the AM band, I
did not do much DXing on “W. A few nights I could
hear XJNP North Pole, or KYAK and KFQD Ancaorage.
Occasionally Rassian and Japanese stations could be
neara, DU.V L couiun t EEL.L one J.I'Om the Ot’l!}"
Pernaps a better radio would have helped., We had
a good shortwave radilo with a longwire antenna that
ran & city block, and often we got almost nothalag
except the CBC NWortaern Service. I do recall one
exceptional evening when I got Seattle, KKJI San
Francise and an unidentified Mexlcan station in
Spanish, My primary interest was to see if there
was trans-polar skip or tropo from Eurove, There

Franciseco,

~was none, =30=
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