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DXi1g in Africa- Pete Taylor

Mywife, a Sony ICF 670(10/,an SH-2 looc>antenna, a Realistic cm.-48 cassette reamler
took an around-tI1e--wxld tour Nov.9-Dec.15, c:avering Cap! Town, NaUobi, Cairo, lion",
~, aid lIeijinq/Shangbai~zhol.v'Guangzhou in China.

The SoIV has di':)ital readout, a separate !IF oonuol (useful W1enthe laq> - over-
loaded), and a button for 30 seoonds of didl lighting W\en in battery rode --useful
W\en DXing in the dark so one can. take c.-uidt, scrawly notes. Ila.Iever, the unit is a bit
lar",e to lug around in a suitca>;e. Tne cm-48, a new rodel, has a pause buttal, and the
liyht (red) serves as a W and as a waming for W\en the batteries IUI1 out (I learned
the hard way.) An option allc.s you tD fast forward and rewind with the bf?e ruuU.nq
over the head; this was useful WIen I \o;QSmaking dubs.

'lbis tint part oovers..reoeption in AFlUCA; the ASIA report is being carpiled. For
African roc, I oatbi.ned the infoanation fran the front (by CJOIrItry) and badt (by freq-
uency) of WRlVH79. 'DIe primary variance is that the bade ocntains planned as _11 as
active stations. My "by country" sectien had freq. and city by CJOIrItry; the "by freq-
uency" section aJntained loeatien, power, and q>erating oours Io41ere krown. Geneva plan
frequencies were used, but W1ere variances had been reported during the past year, these
_re noted, too. T!1is was fine, but I underestimated the n\Jlb!r of Eurq>eans Iobich would
be regularly heard ewn in South Africa: As a result, I had to use WRlVHanyway.

It loBS iDpossible tD c;p after everythinq. Africa has not givm the Geneva plan its
very best; there are 1khz squeals just about everywhere. With Arabic and Greek speak.i.nq
friends here in SF, I have attellpted tD identify as many signals as possible. Now, let's
take a look at reoepticn oonditions in the cities in Iobich we stayed.

CAP!::TO..tI/9.)Uffi AFRICA. Ecstasy - ooly one local station, Radio 5 on 729kHz. All SA
statioos are en GO frequencies (1 kHz up iran W/79) except Jchannesburg-i-est en 575 (lilt
will be changed in due course"). Grahamst.a.Q is on 810 (not 701/702) and a bit of this
was readable in Cape TcwI. RA-93O, ~aradise-).265 and PJB-800 were the last to go, right
arourxl lSR Wring my all night session the lOOming of 11/13 (en the deck outside the roan)

NAIIWI , Krn'iA. Not en GP. 'DIe Hilton was a bit noisy, but all the W/79 stations
were noted except Kis1.llU-882; it or &alethinq elsewith local progrlllllllinq up to 0400
network news <11611) was. noted en 852. 611 + 746 a:IIt>ine for a 1357 image, and 611 spurs
are on 650 , 691, and alao 568, Iobich was readable 130 miles l/IIIay. 'lbe 1268 outlet was
noted 1189.5 but I think it was too weak foe Nairobi and too strong foe Nyeri. A 1295
outlet was heard; -ybe this is in Nyeri. The tbIbasa outlets (1079/7911 were weak;
KisllllJ 557/953 were fair. Either the oonductivity is poor or they are poorly engineered;
they dcn't get out well for l00lcw. Tanzania-1215 is fair days, and that's that.

CAlK>.The locals are ptetty clean. cyprus 6031639/1233/1323; Israel (depef1ding on
the jamninq); lebanat (1500 is poor); Duba 594/1521, and a BFOfrCIIIGuriat-900; Bulgaria-
576 l81der Israel, and Syria 566/782 ¥11 readable days. 'ft1e local8;

532 OC (block Israel-53).) 937 Doesn't seem like 60 or 10Okw
557 Foreign language progrill1l1ling 992 Oi "RP"
621 Batra. Widelyheard in Afru. 1036OC0CIIeI!on about 1800or so - ?
675 TCIIe (blodts JerusalEIII) 1062 Ab1 Zabal 'I'l' 0457 11/25, into --stem"
711 FEU. 175011/24; FF u. 1845 11/25. nusic(1okWIk)/194.1by 0510. ItAlOXnights.

Uses piano notes to separate italll. 1107 Batra. Widely heard. EE nx 1410 11/23
738 Seveze jill1l1ling(Israeli 1161 Tanta? ~te stIOOq and 111341 1923 11/25
774 Abis. !'Ieak in Cape TcwI rot not II to anything in Cairo.
819 Batra.Heard t:hroughout Africa. 1341 Listed as Bawiti (too far) but reported
873 Cairo V as Alexandria FS. Iojever11557, and awfully
904 Oi -RP" stroog for 110 miles. Mystery.

'lbe 532/675/738 jClll1\1llU'Bare off Ioben Israel is off ItAprogranrninCj. For instance, IT nx
181711/24, also en 1026, was in the clear. A "growl- is noted 00 621 and 1107, either
due to being off frequency a bit or to proximity to jcmninq transnitters -- a ~
Iobich may be true in Odna as -11.

New to the fin part. cr-cape Town; N~aiJ:ct>i; Nn=140 miles north of NaiJ:ct>i; Nw=
130 miles IoeSt of Naircbi; E=Cairo Egypt.
531 cr WeakItA 2235 11/11 (prestmad Ain Beida). (Gizan is not on)
540 cr ItA dr- 2105 11/11 (prestmad Sidi Bennoor as mideast was weak in cr)
545 Nw (]oj "Kl" noted, ptesunably KiSIJIIU beaoon
549 E Unid ItA 1505 11/24 withUSSR under; Lebanon ptestmad during the daytime

cr AU£RIA Lea Treublesl1576 in ItA 0105 11/12
557 N KElfiA KisllllJ//746 1700 11/14 , 0415 11/15 withEE nx
566 E SYRIA Hans TeJ:maley generallyl1666 747 782
575 Nw ~ Mityana EE nx 1907 11/19 into a.W nusic//728, and EE nx 0950 .11/20

11638 728. No -Blue" or "Red" network D8\tiaIed.
AU£RIA Bechar//549 ItA 0105 11/12
BULGARIAvidin under Israel days ard Oller it at nights
WI<1IOSan Juan _ak 0040 11/13
lklid ItA or similar 2050 11/14, taped
SAWI ARABIARiy<dh/ /594 684 900 1521 with prayer at 1558 11/17. 'lhis was alao

noted in cr. Fran Nairobi, noted strong with pianist Stanley Blade: versioos ot
"Orchids in the Moonlight" , -La Vie En k;Ise" IOhile interviewing engineer WIo

576 cr
E

580 cr
N

585 Nn

taped nusicians and reading of letters fraIl 1iat:eners
593 cr WID ItAw/594bet 231011/11 ('lhis is in Duba
594 N+ SAUDIAARABIAprayerl1585 684 900 1521 at 1558 11/17. but ciff the air 1600..

E BlIlGIIRIAPleven 00 tq) nights but net as 8tra1q as 576
Nw WID' Dixieland U/l9 1910 - Nigeria ?

599 cr Oi 'WI"
603 cr WID ItA 2220 11/10
612 cr K>K>CXDSebaa Aioun streng chanting 2215 11110
621 cr a;;ypr Batra creatinq a "grad" against Canary Is. 2110 11/U. both about equa1
630 N WID rwsic//576 2105 11/14. 'lbe 630 lIIJSic sc:uIded aynd1o.

cr WID ItA 2130 11/10, preaune Tunisia .
638 Nw IXOANDAKi8lplla EE nx 1910 11/19, and s_//575 7280950 11/20. DistDrted.
639 - CiPRWZyyi BBCfine signal evexywheJ:e.11648withrodt2115 11/11, and far

the only noted tine (Nairobi) //702 1323 1413 with BBCWSdisCUS8too 00
inflatioo 11/14 2105. Did have a nasty Uganda-638 hat in NaUobi, hcIoewr.

cr SPAINLa Caruna , synchroe fair 0000 11/12
648 cr QGJ\ND Daventry (I think that's Ioi1ere it is) not heard in Nor E. WeakI/639

w/rodt 2115 11/11; different WSpp. than 639 2305 11/10
E USSRWID fair 1505 l1/U

666 E SYRIA'I'l' 1510 11/24 (DamaaalS). Also fair in ItA 2120 ll/ll cr. ItAmx//782 827
1905 11/14 fran Naircbi.

cr REWIW St. Pierre noo-local FF program 1815 11/12, weak
675 N HI\LI\WIHzuzu HOCprogram pruduood by state beg. organizations of Mauritius,

Tanzania' Malawi; ~. Tell Overture; "W1eJ1the Blue of the Night ~ts the
Gold of the Day;" "Tea Ra 1.00 Ra" (2 instrlm!nta1s; perhaps a tribute to Bing
Crosby. Owen (sarethinq) keeping you oarpany til closedcw1. c:amercial, "!luna
MJe" and then news in what IIIJSt be Chichewa (Rust be similar to Sorahili)

cr FR1INCEMarseilles very good w/pcpi 2240 11/10 and 1/1161 2345 11/11 with
acoozdion nusic -

684 E SAlJDIAARABIA(unkncw1locatioo) prayer 11585 900 1521 at 1558 11/17. but weak
uOOer Belgrade

cr SPAINSeville fair in 55 2135 11/10
702 N cw.N Masirah BBCWSl1639 1323 ln3 11/14 2105. Heard througI¥>ut Africa. ItApro-

granminq frequently sounds like a slightly mistuned single sideband pick-\:ll
FRANCESRelInes fair FF 2240 11/10
TANZlINIAK.ranza /11215 0420 11/21
CYPRUSZyyi BBCweak BE nx 1512 llI24. Big Ben. into Persian. Poot' for even

lOOIewunless it is DP..
728 Nw OOANDI>.Butebo EE nxl1575 into CioWlID[1915 11/19, BE nx//575 638 0950 11/20, IIId

EE /IX 0415 11/21. 'ftJe DDStdistorted of all.
729 E GRI:E:EAthens vegetable prices and then into SCIII8blues "DJwnBy the Riwrside"

and others @183O11/24. Carrier pq:p!d off twice during this. Bad 728 het.
MJZAI4U(JJEMaputo pcpi 2135 11/10, 2150 11/14 with Cape TcwI sJtJp
ISRAEL Tel Aviv FF nx 1817 11/24/Jweak 675 , 1026
I!Ul.GI>JUAPutritch very strong w;\nx 1834 11/24 (738 jClllllinqwasn't 00). Also
noted at suong level Nairobi 2033 11114

756 cr WID African 2140 11/10, and another (or maybe even the same) which SOWIded
like faruband polkas 2245 11/10

759 cr msTERY. Salle Western pops, but nothinq really heavily AfriOlll1or Arabic in
the wayof lIIJSic. Identical sloff 2303 11/10 , 11/11 oonsistinq of a sb:>rt
African instrlm!nta1 and then a chorale (either children or predaninantly
female) which isn't in FF but does contain the wetd "Nationale." No si9n of
it in Naircbi or Cairo.

~ Dakarstrong w/erratic m:dulation 231511/11
BRAZILWID "Alegria M.lsicale" 0309 11/13
SPAINSynchr06 fair 55 2315 11/11
SYRIATartous ItAnuc/1666 827 1905 11/14
~ Kava11a BEeven with unid ItA 1837 11/24
SPAINSeville teletalk 2310 ll/l0
Oi "cr-
NErn. ANTIlLESBa1air PJB creates a wicked 801 bet, and was readable at fair

level 0345 11/13 (
809 N UGIINDP.Bobi EE nx 0510 11/14; BE nx/1908 1710 11/21(Nw); BE nx 0400-0420, then

a bit from "Hot Diggity," then newsin Swahili.
WID classical lOX2125 11/11 w/Wd 809 bet
fXj¥Pl'"Huna E1 Oahira- excellent level 2130 11/11
1 believe Syria , Libya are still 00 827 while the Bulgarian was 00 828, this

channel was always zooey
837 cr wm easy listening , loc;p 2315 11/11, not Arabic. Being researdJed.
846 - rrALYRaIla truly a mnster signal all Oller. Always better than Mi~900

with wch it was II 0140 ll/l2
cr WID African 2145 11/10; net lCenya

711 cr
720 Nw

E

737 cr
738 E
747 E

765 cr
770 cr
774 cr
782 N
792 E

cr
799 cr
800 cr

810 cr
819 cr
827-28






