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A GUIDE TO DXING KOREA

By Bill Harms

Korea (also known as Choseon or "The lard of Morning Calm") is a peninsular
country situated in between China on the north and west, Japas to the east and the
Soviet Unlon on the morth. 1t is a land with an ancient cultural heritage which
has been politically divided into two separate states (Democratic People's Republic
of Korea or North Korea and the Republic of Korea or South Korea). Despite Korea's
political problems the Korean penple have oeen able to maintain their own distinc-
tive nationalistic character.

The Korean people are a racially distinct people with a total population of
about 60 million(40 million in South Korea, 1% million in ¥orth Korea, and 2
million in adjacent China.)

The Korean language sounds very different from Chinese, although many Chinese
ront words are now incorporated into modern Korean. Korean and Japanese are considered
by linguists to be in the same lanquage group (the Ural-Altaic grougp) as they have a
very similar grammar. There are many dlalectic differences in sorean from reglon to
region., But in South Korea the dialect most often heard on radlo is the Seoul
dlalect which is considered to be the staniard language. It is the dialect used
in the mass mediaand taught in the schools.

Korean has been described as sounding like Japanese, out not as melndic or like
Japanese spoken with a Russian accent, and it can also be recngnized because it has a
log of "ung" sounds. North Koreans are more distinctive than the South Koreans with
the announcers sounding like they are mad, procably vecause most of the North Korean
broadcasts ars propogandistic in nature,

Frobably the best way to understand what Xorean sounds like is to tune to a
station that is easily heard which broadcasts in XKorean, such &5 KFaX-11C0, which
broadcasts in Korean on Saturday evening, or a shortwave proadcast station like VOA
or Hadio Kores as listed in the World Radio and Television Hendoook,

The remaining portion of this article will deal specifically with South Korea.
Another article dealing with North Korea will follow later. 1he specifics of the
reception of stations is for a Dier residing in Western North America, but is it
hoped that there is information which can be used by DXer's in other areas.

THE STRUCTURE OF pROADCASTING IN SCUTH KCHEA

Broadcasting in South Korea has developed into a system of several networks
divided as followss

1. The Kores Broadcasting System (KsS)-
This is the officlal government broadcasting organization in South Korea. It
is by far the largest networ'c in South Korea with some 75 total stations., It is
comparable to networks in other countries like CeC in Canada or NHK in Japan.
There are several types of prosramming on KBS, including educational, infrrmational,
propaganda, and Radio Korea broadcasts for foreigners living in Korea.

2, The Christian proadcasting System (css).
This is Lhe major religious broadcasting organization in Korea. The headquarters
is in Seoul and feeds the network with news and other programming. kven though
this is a religious organization, quite a bit of the programming is devoted to
pop mysic (Korean style) and features. pmach station broadcasts some local programming.

3. Other religious statigns,
These include the sister statlons, Far kast sroadcasting Station (FpS) or "Team
Radio® in Seoul and "A-Shi-A broadcasting Station” 1in Cheju. poth are part of the
Far East Broadcasting Company (FEsC), a world wide evangelical oroadcasting
organization. They broadcast in the various languages of the region and English
for both the people in Korea and in its neighboring countries.

4, The Mun Hwa Broadcasting Company ().
This is the largest private network in Korea. The network programming originates
from Seoul with most of the major population centers with their own stuiioes
broadcasting lacal programming. ‘1hey have news on almost every hour and with a
format of music (mnstly Korean pop) and features the rest of the tine,

5. Other private broadcasters.
These include the following: Dongyang broadcasting Co. (TsC) in Seoul, Seo Hae 3C
(S5C) in Kunsan, Dong A BS (7bS) in Seoul, Cheon-il oC in Kwangju., These stations
all broadcast mainly local programming, SBC and Cheon-1l bC take a news feed on
the hnur from one of the above Seoul stations, but 1 can't remember which,

6. Anerican Forces Korean Network (AFKN).
At its name indicates, this network serves the American servicemen stationed in
Korea. Programming comes from three snurces: 1) The main AFRTS feed in the States;
2) the maln AFKN feed; and 3) the local station progranming. As the networ% 1s
mainly for entertainment, the programming is mainly news, music and svorts with a
few features,

HECEPT1ON OF SCUTH KOREAN STATLICNS

Snuth Korea has been widely heard in western North America, HLAZ-1 %66
seems to lead the many possible targets. HLKB-891 and "KBS"-1143 are also
fairly good here (Provo, Utah). Others heard by various DXers in North America
include (by frequency only)s 58, %7, 603, 639, 657, 711, 738, w7, 7%, 792,
a37, 964, 8]2, 972, 1017, 1035, t2l5, 1224, and possibly a few others. Most of
these stations need a combination of good conditions, a decent receiver with good
selectivity, and a loop or beverage antenna to be heard well. Bven so HLAZ-156 has
been heard fairly well on "non-communication™ type receivers like a Realistic TRF.
"KpS® on 711 or thereabouts used to be heard quite frequently before the frequency
change in November 1978, but hasn't been reported very many times since.

HLAZ-156 has been heard in virtually every aonth of the year but seems to be
the best in the fall to spring months, 1he other statlons are also heard the best
during the mid-fall to mid-spring months (1.e.,0ctober to April) and rarely during
the rest of the year. The South Koreans, if they are in, are generally audible
slightly after the Japanese stations fade in. lhey may peak for an hour or so and
then fade out altogether for the rest of the morning or they may be audible right up
until sunrise (local). Remember that even though the Japanese stations are in,
South ¥orean stations may not be and 1f Japanese stations aren't in,South Korean
stations probably won't be either. The only exception is HLAZ-1 566 which on a few
AMs is the only South Korean audible with the Japanese stations or occasionally is
the only NE Aslan audible.

Many of the other South Korean station not listed above are theoretically
vossible, but they would probably have to battle co-channel GRM from other TPs
or domestic QRM.

for those east of the Rockies , it would take a minor miracle, but with patience,
good equipment, skill, a low sunspot number and luck, who knows what can happen...

HOV TO 1D SOUTH KOREAN STATIONS
Here are a few good ways to identify South Korsan stationss

Time pips method - All “KB$" stations use time pips similar to NHK statlons,

3 low and 1 high ...-. HMost of the private stations use something similar,
3and 1 or 2 and 1 (.ee=Or ..~). Some stations don't use any at all, The
AFKN stations never ume time pips , instead they may use a tone on the hour
like many U.,S. stations do.

Parallel statlion method - This is the simplest way if you have two receivers,
one tured to a known station with the other used to tune to unknown stations,
Station identification method - For South Korean stations there are several
ways in which they make an ID; namely the acronym of the station's network or
the station's company name, the full name of the station, or its call letters.
This is the best way to be absolutely sure,

All stations exgept maybe HLAZ are ¥nown to use the acronym of the parent
organization; 1. e. KbS, MsC, CBS, FBS, SBC, AFXN, etc, At times they may use
the acronym followed by the station’s location; 1. e,, “MSC Pusan.” They may
also use the the full name in Korean (or English in the case of AFKN); 1.e.,
MBC - Mun Hwa Bangsong, KBS - Hangook Bangsong, CBS =~ Gi-dok-kyo Bangeong, etc,
In short the name of the station followed by the Korean word for “broadeast® or
"bangsong.” The word "yeo-gi-newn” (meaning "this" in English) may be used
in front of the station's name and the phrase "im-nl-da® (meaning “is* in
English) may used after the name. The call letters may be used on the hour
in conjunction with the above. Any combination of the above may be used at any
time, so keep your ears open. A good example of an 1D might be; "Yeogineun
Gi-dok-kyo sangsongimnida, CBS, Daegu, HIXT" or "CBS, Daeguimnida, HLKT,"
followed by the time pips,

The letters used for the station names and call letters are in Bnglish.

The AFKN stations will use their own nickname while broadcasting their
own programming, i.e., Vagabond, Tomahawk, Kilroy, etc.

*please note* On pronunciation of the vowel “"o" when not next to another
vowel it is the long"o" sound as in English. So "song" in “bangsong” is not
pronounced like song in English because the “"o" is pronounced like “o" in Boat,

5L POLICIES

It has been the experience of DXers that KBS ls a very reluctant verifier for its
domestic broadcasts, while an excellant verifer for its overseas shortwave broadcasts,
As far as I know, no DXer in North America has obtained a Q8L for a KBS station on MW,
However KBS has been known to verify its Jjapanese language Radio Korea broadcasts on
M¥ to DXers in Japan., HLKB Pusan will verify directly for their own Rzdio Korea
Japanese broadcasts to Japanese DXers. The only known verle for any domestlc



FY-8-2-L
service station received in North America was for the shortwave relay of KoS
Daegu 2510 khz for a Korean language report sent directly to the station. So
maybe & report sent directly to the statlon, possibly in horean, may yleld a QSL.
Perhaps the best thing is to hope for a QL policy change at Ku3. Until then...

Many of the commercial stations have been known to issue QSLs. MbC and CkS

will verify directly, but if no response is received a follow-up report sent to

Seoul

may yield a SL. «SLs from the statloms have been recelved,
HLAZ and HLKX are very good verifiers, Jack Lentz, the administratlve

coordinator at HLAZ, has sent friendly letters to DXers who send reception reports,

APKN has issued QSLs in the past by reports sent to the address in the WRTH.
If you are lucky enough to hear a station well enough to send a good report, it

could net you a prized, attractive, QSL.

NOTES ON THE STATION LiST

Freq.: in Xilohertz.

"4"; denotes reception has been reported in North America.

Powers in Kilowattis,

Pram.s K8S1 - Korean Broadcasting System Channel 1; KBS2 - Korean Broadcasting
System Channel 23 KBS3 - Social Education Frogram 1 KoS4 - Social Educa-
tion Program 2; KBS? ~ Korean Broadcasting System Station, but exact program
is unknownj TBC - Dongyang broadcasting Co.; SuC ~ Seo Hae vroadcasting
Co.; MBC - Mun Hwa Broadcasting Co.; DbS - Dong A Broadcasting System;

CBS -~ Christian Broadcasting System; FES - Far East broadcasting Station;
JBC - Jeon 1l Broadcasting Co,; AFKN - American Forces Korean Network.

Schedule: times in UTC (CMT)

"#"y denotes a KBS Radlo Korea broadcast.

Language - EE - English; CC - Chinese (irobably Mandarin); JJ - Japanese;

KK = Koreans RR - Russian; Mo - Mongolian.

Parallels - (1) - May relay HLKA using 711 on MW and 3930 on SW, many of these
stations are direct relays of HLKA, while others may relay HLKA only a por-
tion of the time and broadcast their own local programming the rest of the
time; (2) - Relayed on SW on 2510 fhz, 2000 - 0000 and 0600 - 18C0 and 5975
Khz, 0000 - 0600, may be relayed by 3930 Khz at timesy (3) - Reportedly
parallel to SW as followss Radio Xorea proadcasts - 1100-1400 on 6135,
6165, 7275, and 7550 Khz; Soclal Education broadcasts - 0900-1100 and
1400-0500 on 6015 and 6135 Khz.

Remarks - AFKN station®s nécknames are listed where known,

As this list was compiled by wsing bits and pleces of varicus lists and
from monitor repnrts, errors are bound to appear. Any and all corrections
to thie list are appreciated by the author.

Preq MLl Power Lostion ~— [rea Schedule © farallels / Remarks
E MLSM 10 .Jangcheung KBSI 2000-1500
540  HLSN 1 Jangsu KuS1  2000-1500 1)
sho  HLCZ 10 Hongseung KBS1  20C0-1500 1)
s40  HLSC 1 Jeomcheon  KbSl 2000-1500 51)
549 - 5 Seoul AFKN 24 hr “Vagabond®
558+ - 250 Pohang KBS2 0500-0000
567+ MLKF 100 Jeonju KnS1  2000-1700 (1)
576 - S Munsam-Ni AFKN 24 hr "Indianhead"
585 - .5 Daegu AFKN 24 hr "Kilroy"
594 HLAG 10 Yeongju KBS1  2000-1500 (1)
603+ HLSA 500 Suweon (Nam- KBS2 0500-0000 (2)
yang) +1100-1130 EE
#2330-0CCO EE
621 HLSJ 1 Hwangji KuS1  2000-1800 1
621 HLCF 10 Seogwipo KBSl 2000-1800 §1§
621  HMLAY 1 Yeongdong KBSl 2006-£800 (1)
630 HLCY 10 Yeosu KoSL  2000-1800 (1)
639+ HLKC 50 Seoul THC 20001700
648 HISL 1 boseong KBS1 2000-1600 1)
657+ HLKM 50 Chuncheon KBSl 2000-1800 213
675 - 1 Jinbu KBS1 2000-1R00 (1)
675 WAS 10 Kunsan $BC  2000-1600
711+ HLKA 500 Seoul (Sorae)xBS1 2000-1800 (1)
73% HXG 100 Deegu KsS1  2000-1800 (2)
747+ HLKR 100 Vwangju ¢Sl 2000-1800 (1}
75+ - 100 Suweon (Nam- KBS? 01C0-0500 ‘
yang) 0300-2100

*0900-0930 CC
*0930-1000 EE
#2000~2030 CC
#2030-2100 EE

Freq

990

999
1008
1017+
1026
1026
1035+
1044
1062
1080
1089
1098
1107
1116
1134

1143+

1152
1152
1161
1161
1170

1188+

1197
1206
1206
1215
1215+
1224+
1233

Ca'l Power

HLCQ
HLAJ
HL AR
HLCV
HLKJ
HLCT
HICN
HLKY
HLAU
HLSY
RLCX
HLKR
HI¥1
HLKB

HLXV
HL.5U
HLGD
HLDB
HLKD
HIES
HLCR
H.CA

HLSR

HLKX

HLSW
HQR
HI.CD
HIAK
HLAA
HLQG

50
10
10

1
5
50
20
20
50
10
5
10

100
20

250

50
10
50

1

1

10
10

i

10
1C
500/
1500

50

Locaticn
Dae jeon
Jeju
Chuncheon
feongweol
Pusan
3eoul
Daegu
¥wangju
Seoul
Llsan
fangu
Jeon ju
Kangneung
Dae jeon
Pusan (Kim-
hae)
Seoul
Gumi
‘feoncheon
Hadong
Hongcheon
buyeo
Masan
Boeun
Jeju
Andong
Kimjae

Masan
Kwangju
Seokcho
Andong
Hwacheon
(seochang
Poheng
Chuncheon
Cheongju
Yeosu
Chungju
Jinju
Pohang
Samcheog
Kimpo

Jeju
Vieon ju
Kwangju
Pusan

Ul jeongbu
Seosan

Seoul

Tengducheon
Jeonseon
Cheongsong
Jeocheon
Jinju
Kwangju
Yeongyang

yrEm
MBC
MBC
MBC
kbS1
AFKN
DS
MBC
kisC
CoS
MBC
FuSl
MBC
¥bS1
KBSt
K5S1

VBC

Kpst
¥bS1
KESY
wBSt
KBS1
KuS1
¥d481
KuS1
K351
KoS3

MBC
CBS
KBS1
MBC
KBS1
KBSt
KBSt
AFKN
KBS1
MBC
KBS1
¥BS1
MBC
KBSY
Kbst

KBS2

KbS1
AKFN
MBC

AFEN
kgS1

FBS

AFKN
KBS1
KnSt
KpS1
MiC

JsC

KBS1

Schedule
2000-1700
2000-1600
2000-1600
2000-1600
24 hr
2600-1700
2000-1700
2000-1700
1900-1705
2000-1 530
2000-1800
2000-1600
2000-1600
2000-1700
2000-1800
*1500-1600
1900-1700
2000-1800
2000-1800
2000-1 500
2000-1800
2000-1800
2000-1800
2000-1800
2000-1800
2000-1800
0900-0500
*1100-1200
#1200-12730
*1230-1330
*1330-1400
2000~1610
2000-1600
2000-1800
2000-1525
2000-1600
2000-1700
2000-1600
24 hr
2000-1800
2000-1610
2000-1800
2000-1 500
2000-1555
2000-1 500
2000-1 500

0500-0000

2000-1800
24 hr
2000-1700
24 hr
1000-05C0
*1000-1030
*1030-1100
#1100-1200
#1200-1230
#1230-1330
*1330-1400
2030-0100
0700-1100
1100-1230
1230-1400
14001445
1445-1500
2 M
2000-1600
2000-1600
2000-1 5C0
2000-1500
2000-1700
2000-1800

JJ
K
JJ
KK

EE
cC
JJ
KK
JJ

KK
(0200) Sun KK
EE

KK
RR
cc
Mo

Parallels / Remarks

(1)

“Homes teader"

(1)

(1)

“Comet” relay
"Vagabond” ielay

Uses(3) but all of
schedule not known,

"Tomahawk"
51)

1)
1)

(1)
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Freq Call Power Location

12462 HLSB
1251 HLKT
1260  HLKL
1269 -
1269 HLSI
1278 -
1287 HAX
1287 HLAF
1305 MSV
1314  HLCM
1323 HBQ
133: HLAO
1341 -
135¢ HLAQ
1359 -
1368 HLKO
1386 HLAM
1395 HLCO
1404 RLKP
1440 -
1y -
1440 -
UL B
1449  HLQB
1458 HLSH
1458 -
1467  MLKN
1485 -
1485 HLDH
1503 RLSK
1512 -
1512 -
1512 -
1539  HLQC
1566+ HLAZ
exHLDA
1584 HLDC
FINAL NOTE

10
10
10
10
10
1

1
10
10
10
1
10
10
1

1

lL
10
10
10
0.25

50

0.25
0.10
0.25

250

1

EE
XK
ce
KK
3]
cC
RR

Prgm Schedule
Weonju MbC  ?777-77727
Daegu CsS  2000-1600
Namweon KBSt 2000-15C0
Yangju KbS1 2000-1500
Kurye KB5S1  2000-1500
Hapcheon KBS1 2000-1800
Cheong ju MoC  1900-1600
Kangneung MEC  2000-1500
Ulgin K881 2000-1600
Iri CdS  2000-1530
Yeongkwang KBS1 2000-1800
Chungju MBC 20001550
Kimpo KBS1  2000-1500
Samcheog MBC 20001500
Osan APKN 24 hr
Mu ju KsS1 2000~1500
Mogpo MsC  2000-1500
Cheolweon KsS1  2000-1800
Pusan CBS  2000-1600
Weon ju AFKN 24 hr
Kunsan AFKN 24 hr
Masan AFKN 24 hr
Camp Hum-  AFKN 24N
phreys (Pyong-
taek)
Ulsan KsS1 2000~1800
Hamyang KBSt 20001500
dongwha KBS1 2000-1800
Mogpo Kssl  2000-1800
Gomju KBS1 2000-1800
GCoheung Kssl  2000-1800
Kimeheon KBSt  2000-1500
Chinhae AFKN 24 hr
Kwangcheon  AFKR 24 hr
Pohang AFKN 24 hr
Dae jeong(Gosan) KBSl 2000-1800
Jeju FEBC 2000-2030
2030-2100
2100-2230
0955-1230
1230-1330
1330-1500
1500-1745
Damyang KKS1 2000-1800

Parallels/Hemarks

QY]
(1)
1)
“Conet:.

1)
(1)

“Mercury”

(1) // Bk - 8917
#1500+1600 JJ?

1
él) Could be (2)
"Homesteader” relay

“Kilroy"” relay
(1)

(1)

The sources for this article are the1981 WRTH, the FERC log, the DXWW coiumns
in the DXM, and personal correspondance with other DXers. 1 wish to personally
thank Nick Mall-Fateh, Mike Hardester, Pat Martin, and sruce Portzer for the infomm-
becky, for her help in assembling the article,
Pleas® send any comments, corrections, and critcicms to the author at

tion they provided and my wife,

University Statiom, P.O. Box 7428, Provo, UT 84602,

They wiIlall be appreciated.
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