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FCC RULES: P RESUNRISE SERVICE AUTHCORITY (ESA)

Since questions have been raised in recent DX Monitors
regarding just what hour daytimers can sign on (generally
6 e.m, their local time), I thought you might like to see
tne FCC rule regarding FSA operation,

Generally, a PSA allows a deytimer to eign on at 6 a.m.
year~round, Some daytimore located close to class I-A or
class J-B stations may have to stay off the air till sun
et the class I station, which could give the deytimer a sign-
on time for a given month sometime between 6 a.w. and the
daytimer's iocal However "the & a.m, startines time
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lpplies to all regiocnal channels (class IIl1), se well as the
six lexican clesr channels,

However, ANY daytimer (even those without PSA's) may s
or with full daytime power at its local sunriee. Thus, in
months like April thru August, when sunrise is usually before
6 a.m,, daytimers are authorized to sign on at times like
S:15 or 5:3C a.m,, and a number of them DO.

Some daytimers, such as KGHO-156C where 1 work, choose &
vniform 6 a.m, sign-on time year-round, and never come on
earlier, The idea is that listeners with AM clock radios who
wake up before 6 a.m. may get used to waking up to the station
in the summer, then be disappcinted wher the sign-on time
reverts to 6 e.m, in the fall and winter, Other stations,
though, don't werry ebout it, end prefer to operate EVERY hour
that the FCC legally lets them, Oftentimes a station with a
24~-hour FM that simulcasts during the day will sign on at
sunrise in the spring end summer, rather than wait till 6
e.d,, since the deejay irs alreedy there end all he has to do
is turn on the A transmitter:

There are some long-standing presunrise operations that
cortinue under some kind of specisl authority, either from the
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from some court that has issued an injunction to allow
fre~6-a.m, or full-power presunrise operation to continue as it
did before late 1067, when the current presunrise rules were

tasically sdopted, limited-tize stations fell into this

cetegory. As you probably know, a limited-time station which
is east of the class ] station which makes it leave the air

Soma
oCne

can stay on after local et until the sunset time at the
class ] station, (Examples: WHLO-640, WLIB-119C.) Up till
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snd in fect, meny fulltimers, to sign on with their fulﬁ
daytime facilities as esrly as 4 a.m, standard time (5 e.z,
DST) as lons as it was after sunrise at any class I stations
on the channel (for clear channels only) and no objectionable
interference was caused to any other stations on the channel.
Tnis meant limited-time stations like KGBS-102C cculd sign on
as early as KDKA's sunrise or 4 a.m., FST, whichever was later,
to provide full-power operetion before sunrise just like WHLO
provides after sunset till KF1's sunset. However, this pro-
visicn was wiped out in the 1967 rulemaking proceeding, and
while the hours cf operstion for a limited-time station still
yrovide for post-sunset operation east of a class ] station,
they no lenger provide for pre-sunrise operstion west of a
class 1 station except under a PSA, with its power limit of
50C watts and cperetion before 6 a.m, not allowed except when
local sunrise is before 6 a.m. However, I undersiand that
KG5S still sizns cn at 5:45 a.m,, so they must have some
specisl authority from a court or the FCC, especially if they
uge more than 5CC wamtts presunrize, which ¢ to do,
KCTA-1030C Corpua Christi, Texas, ie & special case in
that they are NCT e “limited-time station® (thet is, they can

ot operate ¥ondsy morning nighttime hours shen WBZ is off),

but are licensed to operate {rom Boston sunrise to Corpus
Christi sunset., With 50 kw nondirectional, KCTA ruts a nice
signal thir wey during those “nxuhttima‘ houra in the West
af'ter Boston sunrize. KCTA aigna on at 4 a.m. CDT in June.
Another special situation is limited-time KFAX-11C0O San
Francisco. KFAX uses its old power of 1 kw nondirectional
during nighttime houre of 10 p.m. to 3 a.m. (0100-060C ELT,
which was KYW-1100's silent period years ago before it wes
WKYC and then WWWE). 3ut KFAX somehow menages to sizn on at
S a.m, with its full daytime power of 5C kw and s directional
pattern so strong to the north and scuth that KFAX actually
sells religious programs in sunrise and sunset skip at special
retes based on added coverage of Washington and Oregon, and
changing the scneduling from winter to summer (i.e. 4 p.m, in
December, 7:30 p.u. in June) to be sure distant skip listeners
can hear the shows, Cbviously, programs after 5 a.m. gel out
very well yesr-round, and I still don't really understand how
KFAX can operate between 5 and 6 a.m. nor use more than 500
Cwatiis DE‘LWECY\ U a.m. Bl’lﬂ !\iﬁf.\.iﬁ
or FCC ruling somewhere. WAWE is also supposed to approve
of KFAX's nivhttime schedule, too - but WWWE may not really
e since KREX probably
S0 you see, there ARE cases where a daytimer can legally
operate before & a.m. Tocal time, although not usually on a
sar-round basise Any light into the special nre-é-n .
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operations of stations like KFAX and KG:
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,other stations on 1540 ‘are too ciose to class ]-B station

|XXEL.

see here are identical
atest printed volume of FCC reculations,
just amended the rules to allow
some 26 stations,

$/4/74 (reported i

hasg

F5A operation on 1540 kHz by
fellowing an agreement with the Bahamss o
n 12/2/74 Broadcasting, used by rerm;aaicn\

in the gg;evei this rule change is too recent to be in prirt
rules volume just yet. -BH,
§73.99 Presunrise service authority.

(1) Jn oarder to attord the maXimune wpiformity in
ecarly morning operatiens compatible with interference
considerations,  the  following  classes aof  standsrd
broadeast permittees and Jicensees are eligible to re
uest presunrise serviee authority 11'82)

(1) Ciaxs 11 stations operating on clenr channels
other than Clase [-A dear ehannels Ciass TE statlons
aperating on Chiss FoA clear ehannels assigned to the
United States under the NARIA or the U

W \v. of uuhnnu.l Class 1A Stntions,
stitions operating on the Cluss 1A ol
IO, SO0 0, 050, 1220, ek 1550 Kbz which ave as

signed to Mevico under the aforeimentiomsl agreements

rochunnels

t2) Class 1TE stations
ih) When issned, o PSA will jermit
ass Il stations operating on Mexiean Chiss
 chunnels to commence operatinon with their
ime nntennn sestems at G oaonk doeal tine, oned 1o
mtinne  such operation until  the  suanrise  ti

and other Class 11 stations, whepe eligible und
graph i)ty of this section, to conmnnenice opee

tinn

with their daytime or eritical hours anteana Systens
ecither at 6 an Joeal thne, ar ar the time of seeaise
at the westernmost Claes T station Jocsted east of the

Class 11 stations (whichee:
stely ogmerittion antil the ssmrise times spwec et 5
Bbaske pstrmnents of anthorization: Procided "Thot the
xermisstble power to be s ed in o PNA shall not
eritienl

vonnd To o tinne

their

power ns may be d 1 hy ernputations munde
pursnant to paragraph (¢) of this section
(2) Class I1I stations to commence operation with

their daytime untenna Systems ut 8 am  loral
time, and to continue such operation until lecal sun
rise : Provided, That the permissiblo power, to he spescs

iiad in the PSA shill not szeced atta ar such
jesser power as wmay be detenmined on the basis of cal-
culations made pursuant to paragraph (c) of tbis
section.

{¢) Notwithstandlng the provisions of §f 1.571 and
1.580 of this chapter, requests for PSA's shall be
treated as proposals for minor changes ip exieting fa-
es and, 22 = o the nrocedural

orr 10 applications for

uew facilities and major cbonges theréin. PSA re-

quests shall be submitted by letter, signed in the maon-

ner specified in § 1.518 of this chapter, wiib ibe foliow-
Ing information :

(1) Name, eall

and, as

letters and station location.

{2) For Ciass 11 stations operating on clear channels
other than Class I-A clear channcls. o shiowing that
objectionnbie interference as determined by the Stand-
ard Rroadcast Technical

Standards

Tet] ndards of the NARBA
(whichever i mnlmUInl!) will not be cauned within
the 0.5 rov/m DO pereent skywave contour of any
domestic Olass 1-B atation, or of a Claxs I-B mation
in any country signatory fn ihe NARRA, where ihe
Olass 11 station iv located east of the Class I-I wta-
tion; for Olass 11 wtatione operating on Mexican Claas
1-A clear channeis, and for ¢laas 11 statlons locnted
east of co-channel Mexican Class I-B stations, A uhow-
ing under the engineering standards of the United
Stnten/Mexican Agreenwnt that the ases 11 station
Ao n 1 in exeonsee of 25 uvZm 10 1er-
cont skywave at any gmint on the co-channel Mexiean
Mana ] station’'s 0.5 mv/m 5 pereent xkywave contour
which falis on Mexiean territory, or more than ’:ﬂ
uv/m 10 pereent skywave ai any point on ihe
border or houndary where the signal of the llﬂ.lmu
Class I station exceeds 0.5 mv/m 50 percent skywave in
strength. In addition, the applicant must show that
foreign Class 11 atations (If any) assigned to the same
channel as the U.S. Clasa I1 atation will receive full
protection under the standards for nighttime opera-

($§ 73.182 0

uee a sl

tion et forth in the applicable agreement. If the fore- -

going protections cannot be achleved by the Class 11
mation while operating with 500 wattx a showing may
be submitted to entablish the level to which ponor
must be |
Provided, That in rvlmkm to Canadinn Class 11 sta-
tions, the permissible power level may he established
in the manner described in paragraph {c¢){3) of this
section by the use of Figure 12 of § 190.

(3) For Claxs 111 stations, a showing that cochan-
pel stations in foreign countries will receive full treaty
protection. 1f guch protection cannot he ackbieved oo
the basis of 500-watt operation, calculations may be
submitted to establish the level to which power must




be redueed to preciude objectionnble Interforsnee : Pea.
vided, Thrt with rexpect to Canndinn Class 111 sta.
tionn, such power level may be extablinhed by a xhow-
ing that the radiation at the pertipant vertical angle
toward rochannel Canadlan stations does not exceed
that defined in Figure 12 of § 73.100. 1f the latter show-
ing cannot he made op the basis of "0O0-watt operation,
calcuiations may be submitted to establish the Jevel to
which power must be reduced in order to limit radia-
tion st the pertinent vertical angle to the values spec-
18ed in Figure 12 of § 73.190.

{4) A description of the method whereby any pro-
posed power reduction will be achieved.

{d) Calculations made under paragrapb (c¢) of this
section shall not take outstanding I’SA’s into account,
nor sbhall the grant of n PSA confer any degree of
interference protection on the holder thereof.

(e) Operation under a PSA is not mandatory. nnd
will pot be included in determining compliapce with
tbe requirements of §73.71. To tbe extent actually
undertaken, however, presunrise operation wiil be con-
sidered by the Commissicn In determining overall com-
i
tion policy concerning commercial inatter.

(f) The I’SA is serondary to the baslc instrument
of authorlzation and may be suspended, modified. or
withdrawn by the Commission without prior notice or
right to bearing, If necessary to regolve interference
conflicts, to Implemuent agreements with forelgn gov-
erpments, or in other circumstsnces warrantiog such
action.

{g) The PSA will be issued for n term coinciding
\vltln the current basic instrument of autborization

1 e
endered by

nee with

holder or suspended,
mndmed or withdrawn by the Commission, wiil bave
continuing or renewed effect under succeeding instru-
ments.

(b)Y The Isxuance of a 'SA is intended to include the
waiver of $§ 73.45, 73.182, and 73.18% in situatlops
where the operation might otherwise he copsidered as
techni~ally substandard. However, such gpecial condi-
tions ns the Commission may deem spproprigte may he
included in tbe I'SA to insure the operation of the
transmitter and associated equipment in accordance

ieh gl ohocoo
with all phases of g«

3 eoeine:

d eagineering practice.

(1) In tbe event of permnanent discontinuance of pre-
sunrise operation, the I'SA shall be forwarded to the
Commission’s Wasbington office for csucellation, and
the Eugineer in Charge of the radio district in which
th2 swuatlon is located shall be notified accordingly.




