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THE TRAVELLING DXER

by Mark Connelly
52 Amsden St.
Arlington, MA 02174

The purpose of this article is to give some
insiznts into DXing away from nhome, something that
most of us like to do, whether we're on holiday or
business trips, DX activities may only be a julck
tune on the cer r-dio or tney may musaroom into a
fall-fledged DXpeditiomn (in wanlcn DXing becomes one
of tae primary activities of the trip). The DXpedi-
tion, long popular among hams, 15 galning momentusm
among ¥WoXers; witness the "beverage beach partles®
neld by Port-er & friemds in Westport, WA and by

Johz Allchin in Te Arsrce, New Zealand., My acti-

vities on trips to southern NJ, Long Island, Malne,
Nove Scotia, and Ireland fell between these two
extremes. The following equipment should be ade-
quate for a serious "on the road DXcursion":

Fealistic T3P (modified for loop if possible),

SM2 or other amplified lozn, interface fixtures

cor tave recording (to be described below), PM/SW/

i¥ recelvers if desired, neadphones, extension cord,
wire for lonzwire antenna, longwire tuner, small
soe~xer, portable cassette recorder, 12-volt =dapter
for recording in"the c-r, extra batteries, c-ssettes,
and a lozbook. A com?1on problem is breakage of leads,
especially those to battery terainals; 1t would bs
advisable to carry a small repalr kit wita a pencile
type solderin3 irom, solder, "di<es", longaose pliers,
wire, clips, clip leads, electrical tape, and screwe
irivers. 2eference literature such as tae NiC log,
IRCA forelzn logs, World Radio-TV Handbook, Vane Jones
R0 pattern book, and recent issues of DX News

% DX Monltor saould obe brought. Don't forget a

credit card for emerzency trips to Radio Shack.
Accesscries that could srove useful would be a switche
able batterv-operrted 10 kHz./100 kHz. fundamental
crystal callbrator and 2z accurate ICD digzital watch.
If pos-~ible, 3rill a nole in the b-ck of your TR? to
ailow triapsr-capacitor "twea<inz” with a screwdriver
witaout opening tae radlo. The followiag diazram
s2cws acw I tape from a TR or car radio:

| weras

if they live in the area you visited. Gather radio
TV related material on your trips: newspaper rndio//
TV sections, survey charts, car stickers, etc., Use
FOuUr camera: plciures of station facilities, radio
advertising billboards, and TV identificatlions may
be desired by other DXers, or keep your own DX

p!‘.etc-—_lbun. Miattins a statdinn had wats wacwnd

Visiting a staticn that you heard
hundreds of mlles away at home may impress the
station's personnel; good will towards the DX hobby
could be pronoted. BRefore leavwing home, define
objectives for your travel-DXing, such as times
listen and specific statioms for whica to try.
Size up the TA, TP, and L4 pos=ibilities of the loca=-
tion to be visited. Perhaps you'll want to et your
hometown stations from a distant site, This can be
quite satisfyinz as I can attest to from listening

to WID¥-850 loud and cle-r with Boston news, sports,
and weather while I was in Ireland. Check propa=-
gation forecasts, Establish a packing list defore
you go. If flying, don't overdo the DX gear-just
bring tne essentlals: Ti#,portable recorder, inter-
face fixture, headphones, batteries, reference books,
and casseties, Use batteriss instead of cumbersoms
overseas AC adapters - you can buy more b-tteries
almost anywnere. I mention tne TR? a~ a good DX
portable, The ?337 & DY140 can he used ac sport-
ables in conjunction with a loop. Avoid "cneapie”
multl -band portables: on:many of taese, saortwave
imazes become a real problem in z2reas where W
giznals are weak. 3Iua a full test on your tra=
velling system before departing. And above all,
share your experiences with your fellow DJXers

throuzh contributiosns to tne columns in tae clud
bulletins.
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2e 100 oam resistor cuts down the z2udio to the

aeadcaones to allow a comfortzble listeninz level

wille ceraittiag adejuate audis levels for record -
inz.
frgm tae receiver and tae loop to minimize the
intrsiuction of erase-head blas narmounics.
iaterface rec:rii§§ fixture
small

Tae recorder sa-uld be located far enough

The

22y be a-~<mbled on a

*yectorvoard”® or im a metal "xzini-Bex”,
A ‘rejuent problem encountered in "motel=-

] ‘.)‘fin;2 is outrageous TV 33M/mains Q}V. So

't rule out the posiibility of DXing from the

Leads saould be brcught cut off tae car

speaxer and out from the 12 volt supoly if

7 42 %o be done. DXing frcm the ca2r allows

sel-ction of a Zood location suca 28 a beach

aoantaintop, away from cower lines and -

nz=. Taped receptions saould be lozzed in

r form by 1. frequency 2. station/st-tlon

b8 pro:ranming heard 4. signal strength/

ference data 5. time 6. date 7. tape

er iniex, Local stations as well as DY saould

ce t=red; tals will aelp in ID'ing these wnen you

try to zet tiem bazck nome. A useful tocl is the

"sandscsn tape": the receiver 1s slowly tuned from

tae bottom of tae band to the top. Stop and leave

12 seccnds of silence on the tape every 100 kHz, for

i¥ -~d every 1 mZz. for FM scans. 3Run’bandscans

at different times sucn 28 a1ddzy, sunset, aidnight,

and sunrisze, Flay tae tm-es at DX zet-togetlners,

Otaer .Diers may hear tell-tale nets, Sai's ID's,

$i-zles, ads, % slogans th=at you :1ssed-especlally‘
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