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DXing the Contests
by Fobert Kramer
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DXing the GRAVEYARD CHANNELS
by Bobert Xramer

Although,by the time 1t gets into print, this article may be a little late for thia
year, as Harry Hayes noted in a recent DXF, the summer months are the peak period for DXing
the Graveyard (GY) channels. Actually, the time they are at their best is the period
between the middle of July and the emd of October, with the mid part of September to the
aiddle of Qctober being the peak. Exactly why this is so, I don't know. But during these
months you will find different stations in nearly every night (unlike the winter months
when the usual pests will dominate). In addition, it iz at this time that your local GYers
will be easlest to mnull to get stations through them. An example: here in the Chicago
Area we have a local on 1490, WOAP (0ak Paxk, IL). At ay 0ld QTHs they were about 46
air miles away, Most of the time they were so strong that when their mull point was reached
the § meter barely dropped. But during the peak GY season they were often nullable
(although not every night), but you couldn’t touch the loop or they'd be right back (a
very naerow null), Through them I heard such goadlies as: WDAN, WKBV, WBEX, WMRN, WAERJ,
WDXB, WITA, WTUP, WAJF and many more,

Writing an article such as this for a nationwide readership is vary difficult. Even
for CADX, a similar article went without listing target stations, because what is being
heard at point A may not be what is received at point B. Sometimes a mile or two will
produce different conditions (especially if you have a local on one of' the GY frequencies),
So I won't be able to tell you what to look for. Instead, I'll provide some practical tips
on DXing the GY Channels and leave you to discover just what can be logged in your area.

For those of you who have Spenl some time on the GY channels, you probably won't get
much out of this article, since you already know what they are like. But those who are
new to the hobby, or have mot given these frequencies much attention, probably wonder how
anybody can possibly lag any stations, taking into account the cluttered, congested
sound these chamnels are knownfor. But it's not always like that. Statlons do surface
above the clutter, sometimes blasting in. However, they won't ve in for long siretches
at a time like you may be used to on clear or reglonal channels. Instead, the station
will fade and come back, fade & return. Sometimes & number of atations will trade places
on top of the channel and then disappear to make room for the next group. Basically, it's
a matter of patience. You just have to sit on a channel and wait for semething to
surface.

Due to the congestion of the GY channels, some nights can be extremely frustrating, with
nothing IDed. Even the stations blasting in waile playing susic will fade before they ID.
he next night you may not be able to keep up with the IDs. There also have been times
that I was sitting on a rather quiet channel (just weak clutter with nothing surfacing
on top) and then suddenly the channel 1ivened up, sounding as if somebody had activated a
switch. Because of this unpredictability, I always find other things to do while DXing
these channels. Sometimes I work on updating records, clean up the shack or even type
CDXR. Since the receiver is not the center of my attention (something that is essential
when DXing a GYer), it is necessary to have a tape recorder rumning constantly in order
to hear something that wasn't clear across the room. Running the recorder contimiously
when at the dials is also wise, since you can never tell when an ID will pop in. With
the recorder on, the ID won't be nissed.

4lthough it varies from year to year, the best time of day to DX the GYers is from
around local sunset to midnight or 1 AM local time (when many stations have signed off).
After sign-offs, many of the frequencies will become less congesited, but usually the
same couple of stations will trade places. On Monday momings some of the frequencies nay
seea totally dead (ih the Chicago Area 1230 & 1490) due to the large mumber of stations
that are off the air. Because of this, a GY frequency can be resl productive on MMs, but
only under gpod conditions. Under lousy conditions you may hear nothing{some MMs, 1230
sounds totally empty in Chicago). Another time to try GY DX is around the hour & half

hour at sign-on times (0500+, depending on where you live). Most mornings you will hear
few or no sign-ons, tut ocassionally a suprise will pop in.

. Guidelines for Suceemmhrlly [Xing the GY Channelss

1. Be patient, it takes some effort to lcg GY DX.

2, Run a tape recorder continuously so you don't miss any IDs.

3. Don't ignore DX tests & frequency checks just because they are far away. Many DX
tests run (W IDs, and with frequency checks, you can call the station and arrange for
then to vayy' the tone pitch or tum the tone off and on rapidly (to resemble CW) to ID
it if there is little chance for a voice ID.

4. Be particularily alert on the hour, when amost stations ID.

5. Ba on the look out for unusual conditions (such as auror or a great western openimg,
or eastern openings for westerners) especially on Monday mornings.

Keep tape recordings of UnIDeds. Sometimes you will be able to ID it later (maybe the

UnIlled is a call change or you didn't hear it right the first tine),

Don't rule out reception just because the statlon is far away, Several CADXers have

logged GY DX up to 1000 miles on regular schedule. The conditions Just have to be right,

Plan to DX GY channels extensively during the period of mid July to late October.

Through the use of these guiclelines, you should have great succeas with GY Channel DX.
Good luck.
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