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COASTAL DXPEDITIONS...THE LOGICAL AND ABSURD NEXT STEP

by Nick Hall.Palcb

I spool Ibe summer oC 1992 evalualing and modifying a new piece 01
deep sea instrumenillion lor Ibe Inslilule 01 Ocean Sciences, a redcral
governmeol researcb esublisbmenl oear Vicloria, B.C. Quile an inleresling
job...bul Ibe bigb poinl was field lesliog Ibe unil reu Ibree wceks
in Ibe nOribeUlern Pacific. Tbis meanl Ibal I couldn'l du whal I normally do
in Seplember, Ihal is, go on COISIa! Beverage DXpedilions. So, could I bring a
radio 00 board Ihe sbip" '

In Ihe evenl, I brought Iwo receivers: Ihe ICF.21110 wilh a humebrcw RF
pr..eclor lor MW and LW, and Ihe Irusly old homebrew MW recciver. Obviously,
a Beverage anlenna was out of the queslion; Ihe C.S.S. John P. Tully is a mere
60 melres long. Bul I knew Ibe lechnologisl responsible for Ihe sbip's
anlennu, aod be guided me 10 a pair 01 verticals previously used ror Argo, a
medium frequency posilioning syslem. The cabin in which Ihe anlenna leads
came out was ooly going to be used for slorage on Ihis Irip, so I had my DX
shack all laid 001

A quick lesl Ibe nigbt before tbe Irip revealed thai Ihe 10 moire
verlical was sborled 10 grouod somewhere, bul Ihe 3 moire verlical (Iuned 10
1700 kHz) rigbl at Ibe lOp DCIbe sbip's masl sbowed promisc. So slarled my
Ihr.e week Pacific DXpedilion whicb traversed oceanographic survey lines as
lar U 14SW aod SSN.

No pesky locals oul Ibere; CFPR.860 and some of Ibe coaslal Alaskans
came clos"l 10 Ihal calegory. AI nigbt, North Americans were very loud (one
oighl many cbanoels were pinniog tbe meter), bul al dawn, Ibiogs were quile
difCereol. Tbe firsl couple of mornings, Auslulians common on coaslal '
exp~dilions rolled in, but Irom Ibeo on, Asialics ruled Ibe airwaves more and
more. Aod wbal a colleclion; some mor.nings iI was like being ancbored ofC
Japan, even to a couple oC bours aCler sunrise, The hels were coming from Ihe
inaudible 10 kHz cbannelsl In general, Japan and Korea were commonplace, even
10 low power channels, buttbere weren't many Russians, and iI was only towards
Ihe end oC Ibe monlh tbal tbe Cbinese started to appear. The higb point was
probably hearing Ibe DeulSche Welle relay on 1548 from Sri Lanka. This was
noled twice, once over 4QD, and again over an unidentified Chinese stalion.

I took pily on Ibe international DX edilors by typing Ihis out myself.
There was juS! too much. Vet I believe the surface was hardly scratebed as
far as OX goes. Tbe anlenna gave fine performance, bul one could hear Ihe
receiver noise floor aCler sunrise. Tbere was also Ihe small mailer of doing
Ibe job I was out Ibere for, and Ibat occurred al all hours, some of Ihem
prime DX bours. And Ibougb I can't complain aboUI having a privale DX shack,
il wu high up on a sbip wbich look beavy SOlS reasonably hard. Thai cabin
moved aboul prelly furiously al limes and I wun'l immune 10 seasickness. Only
the most dedicaled DXer will risk relurning his bre.UaSI over a OX
opporlunily; I was Ibal dedicaled, bul only oncel Aclually, the Irip ended in
an unsuccessrul .lIempl 10 outrun Ihe firsl major storm 01 Ihe season. so
I missed Ihe good DX wbicb preceded Ibe firs! major gcomagnclic slorm oC Ihc
'elSon. Ask Bruce Porl,er aboul Ihal...he was DXpedilioning when I couldn'l
face iI. Oh well, Ibe aurora borealis was greal to walch frum shipboard.

So, oow coaslal OXpedilions seem prelly lame, bul al lelSl 'receiver
stabilily' on Ibe coast r.rers ooly 10 Ihe local oscillalor. On the olher
hand, to go 00 a floaling DXpedilion and gel paid as well, it may be worlb
having 10 lie Ihe receiver 10 Ihe lable!

Loggings (receiver localion in parenlhesis, limes UTC):

153 RUSSIA, Khabarovsk. tStt Sel'l 25. RR lalk by woman, good 'trenglh
t511N IHW)

171 RUSSIA, YakulSk. 1512 Sel'l 25. RR lalk, very weak, 11153. (511N IHW)

180 RUSSIA, Pelropavlovsk. 1513 Sel'l 25. Same woman 1I1S3, Calr. (SON 144W)

189 RUSSIA, Blagovesehensk. 1514 Sel'l 25. 11180. good. (SON 144W)

216 RUSSIA, Birohid~han. 1516 Sept 25. Aren't parallel, wonderCul7 Man in
RR, Cair 11153. (SON 144W)

243 RUSSIA, Vladlvoslok. 1520 Sel'l 25. RR talk by man, Cair,lI153, but with
echo on it, so perhaps one DCtbe Kazakhstan stalion, wa' in ala077 (SON 144W) ,

529 ALASKA, Nome, 'FDV' 1400 Sept 16. Beacon code ID miling in with domlDlnt
'SOM' (SON 144W)

531 JAPAN, Morioka, JOOG. Fair w/JJ woman talking 1/567, 1504 Sel'l IS.
(SON 142W)

5411JAPAN, various NHKI. IS36 Sept 26, Poor 'Ircnglh wlwoman talking 1/594.
(SIN 139W)

549 AUSTRALIA, Longreach, 4QL. 13S3 Sept 12. Good to excellent wl"Black Day
in July', ABC nl on hour, all 1t612. (49 1'1132 W)

560 ALASKA, Kodiak, KVOK. 0145 Sept 25. Pop ml, Cair to good, then KVOK 10.
(SON 145W)

567 UNID. 1539 Sept 17. American EE teletalk, financial advice, fair
strength. Guam7 (SON 14SW)

570 CANADA, Whitehorse, CFWH. 1700 Sept 19. CBC nI, Cair signal but no 10 on
hour. However, Ihe announcement that 'the Whilehorse Correctional Centre
bas more vegetables than it needs' afler the news clinched It. (55N 145W)

t603 S.KOREA, Namyang, HLSA. Likely Ibe one witb KK talk at 1458 Sept 23,
Cair to good signal, but no II's. (SON 145W)

620 HAWAII, Hilo, KIPA. 1507 Sept 15. 'Around tbe Big Island, people are
talking about Steve Yamashiro' a mayoralty candidate', ad. (SO N 142 W)

620 ALASKA, Homer, KOTL. 0150 Sept 25. Good to excellent w/laid.back mx and
ID 'AM.62 KGTL Homer' (SON 14SW)

630 AUSTRALIA, Townsville, 4QN. 1401 Sept 11. Fair wlABC Dl1I612, dominating
channel (49 N 133 W)

648 JAPAN, Toyama, JOIO. 1535 Sept 26. Woman talking 11666, Cair signal ola
couple of unIDs. (SIN 139W)

650 HAWAII, Honolulu, KHNR. 1449 Sept IS. 'Hawali news radio' lD before CNN
spols; elcellenl signal. (SO N 142 W)

t666 NEW CALEDONIA, "'oumca. 1405 Sept 12. FF talk by man and woman, Cair,
Ihcn raded undcr ABC nx 11612, presumed 2CN. (49 1'1133 W)

675 JAPAN, Vamaguchi/Hakodate JOUO/JOVK. Poor to Cair w/JJ talk by woman /I
666. IS22 Sel'l 18. (S2N 14SW)

684 JAPAN, Nagasaki, JOAG. 1443 Sept 15. Talk by man 11666, Cair to poor.
(SO 1'1142 W)

690 HAWAII, Honolulu, KQMQ. 1522 Sept 22. KQMQ singing ID between rock songs,
Fair 10 very good signals. (SON 14SW)

702 N.KOREA, Ch'ongjin. 1526 Sel'l IS. List oC words read by woman 116400
(52N 14SW)

.1 ,
711 AUSTRALIA, 4QW,St. George (mos~..likely).1410Sept 12.Weather Coreca,t

11702. (49 1'1133W) /
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711 S. KOREA, Seoul, HLKA. 1527 Sept 17. Man linlinl, rair Itrenlth 113930
(501'1145W)

720 N. KOREA, Wlwon. 1526 Sept 17. Woman talking, loanded like a lilt or lome
lort, like I numhers Itatlon, 116400. Oood Itnnlth Ind rollowed by orlentll
mE (501'1 145W)

729 JAPAN, NaloYl, JOCK. 1525 Sept 17. Oood Itrenatb wlJJ talk 11594, and at
Ielit lame Itrenlth .. 730. By 551" 145W, thil WII on III OWn wilh no CKLO
ORM. (NHP..50N 145W)

738 TAIWAN, Klohllunl, BEL2. 1524 Sept 17. Plule like lax rair 10 ncellent
Ind 111143. AI Ihll polnl Ibere wal hardly nen a carrier On 740. (501'1 145W)

747 S.KOREA,Kwanlju, HLKH. 1522 Sept 17. Pair w/woman In KK talk 113930
mbina with EE Illk from 405 wbich wal 1/738. (501'1 14SW)

1783 RUSSIA, Spaslk Dalnly. 1510 Sept 15. No 1/ hurd, bul buae sll881 wlRR
tllk by man: CC talk undernealh. (501'1 142W)

810 NEW ZEALAND, Dunedin, 4YA. 1508 Sept 22."8 minulel pelt 3" TC by womln
pointl to tbll one. (501'1 145W)

820 ALASKA, Plirbanks, KCBP. 1638Sepl 19. ID "on KCDPoldlel rock", ralr
Ilnnlth. (551'1 145W)

837 S.KOREA, Seoul, HLKY. 1529 Sept 15. Man In KK lalk 1/3930 lad UDder
JOOK. (50 1'1142 W)

840 ALASKA, Sand Poinl, KSPT. 2215 Sepl 20. "KSPT would like 10 Ihank. Ihese '

local bullnelSel', rair to good lilnal. (551'1 145W)

855 N.KOREA, Sanlwon. 1520 Sept 15. Good strenllh w/woman rudinlllill
116400. (SO 1'1 142 W)

890 ALASKA, Homer, KBBI. 2211 Sept 20. Excellent 111881 w/marlne rorecalU and
mentionl or clear Ikies in Homer. (551'1 145W)

891 S. KOREA, HLKD. 1522 Sept 15. Man aDd woman talklnlln KK, rair and
113930. (SO 1'1142 W)

1940 HAWAII, Waipahu, KDEO. 1342 Sepl 11. Presumed Ihe one wltb Hawaiian
wlters rorecast, ralr Ind dominant on channel. (49 N 130 W)

945 JAPAN, various NHKI. 1529 Sept 15. Woman lalklnI1/837. (501'1 142 W)

950 ALASKA, Seward, KSWD. 1621 Sept 19. Ad ror Good Time Oldies ad "heard on
KSWD", good slrenlth. (551'1 145W)

t954 JAPAN, Tokyo, JOKR. 1530 Sepl 15. Had 10 be Ihe one w/hulellln~land JJ
talk by man. (SO 1'1142 W) .

1035 JAPAN, urioul NHK2. 1502 Sept 24. Chimel at good Itrenlth o/hul8, on
chlnnel. (SON 145W)

1040 HAWAII, Honolulu, KLHT. 1506 Sept 18. 00001 Itrenlth wilD. (551'1 145W)

1062 S. KOREA, Ch'onlju: HLKO. 1533 Sept 15. Man In KK talk, rair, 1/3930.
(SO 1'1142 W)

1071 JAPAN, Hirolhima, JOPK. 1521 Sept 15. JJ talk by womao, rair to good
11666. (S2N 145W)

1080 ALASKA, Anchorale, KKSD. 2200 Sept 15. CNN headline ftK ror AI..h and ID;
good signal. (551'1 t45W)

1089 JAPAN, Sendal. JOHB. 1501 Sept 24. NHK SiDer anthem at monslroulltrenllh.
(SON 14SWI

1125 JAPAN,Nalla, JOAD. 1504 Sept 19. SIDer chimes, lood slrenglh, (551'1 14SW)

1134 JAPAN, Tokyo, JOOR. 1535 Sepl 15. Monller lil881 w/JJ lalk by mID.
(501'1 142W)

1134 S.KOREA; Hwalong; 1512 Sept 15. Man and womlD talking In ~K 1/3930,
poor to rair, moltly u/JOOR. (521'1 14SW)

1134 UNID. 1503 Sepl 20. Hearinl Sri LIDka.1548 made me head here ror India,
aDd indeed there did Seem 10 be 10lDe lubcontinenlalmE in amonl Iwo or
Ihree others, but no pollible IDs. Have 10 take 1D0ther Irip Iguell,
(531'1 145W)

1140 ALASKA, Soldot88, KLSD. 1618 Sept 19. Pop ml and "11.40 KSLD" ID
(551'1 145W)

tl143 JAPAN, Kyoto, JOBR. 1516 Sept 15, JJ talk poor 10 rair u/TaiwaD
Pisheriel ItalioD. (551'1 145W)

1147.5 PHILIPPINES, Poro, VoA. 1555 Sept 20. Cantonese lalk by mID, fair 10
good aDd 116030 (551'1 145W)

1152 JAPAN, KulhirolKochi JOPC/JORD. 1504 Sept 19. S/oer chimel, good
strenllh. (551'1 14SW)

1170 ALASKA, Norlh Pole, KJNP. 1610 Sept 21. ADnOUDcement bywomlD or KJNP
25th IDDivefiary banquel. Very good lilDlI. (531'1 145W)

t1179 JAPAN, Ollka, JOOR. 1539 Sept 15. Rapid JJ talk by maDand WomaD.
(501'1 142W)

1188 JAPAN,Kitami, JOKP. 1521 Sept 19. JJ talk 1/ 594 Diu UDID Italion
wlpiano ms. (551'1 145W) .

1224 JAPAN, Kananwa, JOJK. 1528 Sept 19. Orcheltral ml IDd JJ sinliol
. 11594, rair lilnal. (551'1 145W)

11224 S. KOREA. 1544 Sept 15. KK talk here, poor to rair. (501'1 142W)

1230 ALASKA, Valdez, KVAK. 1546 Sept 19. EseelieDI silO ai, spot ror Sliver
Bay MariDe, pop IDS, PSA from cily or SIth. (551'1 145W)

11242 JAPAN, Tokyo, JOLP. 1546 Sepl 15. Rapid JJ talk by man and jumpy linginl,
sounded almost Irilh- Good sianal (50 1'1142 W)

11260 JAPAN, Send ai, JOIR. 1549 Sept 19. Pop mx, JJ talk by man, poor to good.
(551'1 145W)

1269 S.KOREA, Iwo KBS slalionl. 1550 Sepl 19. Man in KK, poor, but 1/3930,
u/JJ lIalionl. (551'1 145W)

11278 JAPAN, Fukuoka, JOFR. 1554 Sept 19. Fair to good w/JJ talk by mID.
(551'1 145W)

11287 JAPAN, Sapporo, JOHR. U54 Scpt 19. Excellent lilnal w/maD lalkinl in JJ.
(551'1 145W)

1305 S.KOREA,Uljin, HLSV. 1557 Sept 19. Good w/KK talk by man 1/3930.
(551'1 145W)

11314 JAPAN, Olab, JOUF. 1557 Sept 19. Eseellent w/JJ rock mL (551'1 145W)

1323 JAPAN, NHKl synchros. 1558 Sepl 19. Fair wi piano mx 1/594. (551'1 145W)
/

11332 JAPAN, Naaoya, JOSF. 1610 Se'pi 19. JJ lalk by mID, rair Ilrenith
(551'1 145W) 4'I'
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1341 JAPAN, various NHKI. 1S40 Sept 24. JJ talk by man IIS94, lair signal.

(SON 14SW) .

13S9 JAPAN! NHK2 synchros. IS03 Sept IS. Siorr chimes, fair (SSN 14SW)

-...-

1602 RUSSIA, unknown location. IS26 Sept 16. Good signal wi RR talk by man.
Also noted w/Mayak chimes IS29 Sept 24 at SON 14SW. (SON 144W)

1377 JAPAN, various NH K2. 1S02 Sepl IS. Siorr chimes, fair. (SSN 14SW)

1386 JAPAN, various NHK2. IS02 Sept IS. Siorr chimes, good strength.
(SON 14SW)

1616.2 UN1D. Heard several times at dawn with mea and women in unknown
language which sounded somewhat KK. Never an ID. Bill Harms beard a
clandestine N. Korean on 1617 in August, but believed it bad gone ocr
the air since.(various N 14SW) . .

139S S.KOREA, Ch'olwon, HLCO. IS28 Sepl 23. KK talk by man, good strenglh,
113930. (SON 14SW) .

1620 USA, Pebble Beach, CA, WNZA9SS. 131S Sept 11. Mendol1s oC Del Monte
Forest Area, callieuers and 10 waul po.wer, read by woman. Good
strel1lth. (49N 130W)

11404 S.KOREA,Pusu, HLKP, 14S6 Sepl 19. K K lalk ulone oC Ihe JJ private
. slat ions listed here. Only HLKP is listed. (SSN 14SW)

11413 JAPAN,Fukuoka, JOIP. 1607 Sept 21. JJ lalk by man, 10001strength
(S3N 14SW)

11422 JAPAN, Vokohama, JORP. 1S39 Sepl IS. JJ sinlinll (pop ma), JJ lalk,
excellent signal (SlN 14SW)

A vast number oC teatatives and unlDs as well. Unkl1own JJ on 864, 918,
1098, 1107, 1116, 1197, 121S; 1233, 1368, 1404, 1431, 1449, 148S and likely
others. A Cair number oC DU's also; I just didn'l report things regularly
beard on DXpeditions to the coast. On Sept 24, unlD CC turned up on 1116,
112Sand 1161, and likely elsewhere. Oh yes, anyone know about beacons
'ICW" on. S2S and 'IAA' on SI9?? Tentative Alaskans on 1020, 980, 930,
9S0, 8S0, 790, 770, 700, 670, S90, S80, SSO. And on and on-

11440 JAPAN, Sapporo, JOWF. IS39 Sept IS. Large signal wOJ talk by man.
(S2N 14SW)

14S0 ALASKA, Cordova, KLAM. 1604 Sepl 20. Menlion oC ABC sporls on KLAM, Good
signal. (SSN 14SW)

1467 S.KOREA, Mokp'o, HLKN. ISIO Sept 18. Woman in KK 113930, fair strength.
(S2N 14SW)

1467 JAPAN, NHK2 synchros. IS01 Sept 18. Siorr chimes, fair strength.
(SSN 14SW)

1476 JAPAN, lida, JOSD. IS01 Sep118. Siorr chimes, way ulCC talk. (SSN 14SW)

1494 UNtO. 160S Sept 21. (also 1602 Sept 24 at SON 14SW) Religious EE talk,
fair to poor olu JJ talk by man. Didn't seem DU- Vap? (S3N 14SW)

ISOOHAWAII, Honolulu, KUMU. 1S4S Sept 20. Time check Crom 'koo-moo', fair to
good; easy listening ma. (SSN 14SW)

IS12 JAPAN, various NHK2. 1S02 Sept 18. Siorr chimes, fair strength.
(SSN 14SW)

1S30 JAPAN, but which one? IS38 Sept 21. JJ lalk by man, very good signal and
dominant o/KFBK (S3N 14SW)

IS39 S. KOREA, Kosan, HLAC. 1S37 Sept 21. Woman inKK 113930, Cair strength.
(S3N 14SW)

I1S40 HAWAII, Honolulu, KISA. 1601 Sept 20. 'Prom the Kiss.AM studiOl_Mr:
Roland Pasqua ' into a program in Tagalog77 (SSN 14SW)

1S48 SRI LANKA, Trincomalee, DW. ISOI Sept 21. Na in Urdu 116170. Fair to
good and well over 4QD at this time. A pleasant surprlsel Also noted at
SON 14SWat IS20 Scpt 24 w/good signals o/CC singing. (HN 14SW)

IS84 JAPAN, various NHKl. IS30.SeptI6. Good signal wlwoman lalking in JJ
1I1S03. (SON 144 18W)

IS84 S.KOREA, various KBS. KK lalk by man 113930, weak u/NHKl. iS31 Sept 19
(SSN 14SW)

IS84 UNID. 1443 Sept 22. Announcements by man in what sounded like an island
language, fair to good. Palau77 (SON 14SW)


