WGL RADIO —
Sr]w( )l) ‘\T Fort Wayne's FIRST
Jiv Broadcasting Station
.. serving eince 14524

THE

What were you doing on lanuary 24, 19247

In Now York a young pionist was rehearsing for a concerl which would see the premiere of hie comporition
“Rhapsody in Blue.”

1t you were a younqg woman ol Fort Wayne you were trying hard te hive up to the label “flapper * braving

the January cold with lour-buckle arclics that {lapped provocatively below knees bared by the day s danngiy
shorl skirts L

If you were among Fort Wayne's masculine population you were more inlerested in tha! new.langled qoiqet
radie than you were in fushion. The man who could report. I got KDKA last night” was the envy of his lellows
And if one was really lucky he was nmong those chosen lew who heard the premiere broadcast of Fort
Wayne's lirst station WGL!

For it was in this selting la scant thres years and three months afler Pittsburgh’s pioneer station tock te the
air.- and less than a year and ‘a hall alter WEAT, New York lirst sold cir time 1o an advertiser! that Tont
Wayne's own WGL . then known as WHE] . brought commercial hroadcasting te the Summuit City On’
January 24, 1924, WHB] wen! on the air, thanks to the efforls of Chester W Keen, and became one of the
country’s earlirs! slations L

Keon. operator of the Amnorican Products Corporation and the Reflex Manutactuning Company and mventor of

thes tranamission bands then used in Ford Molor cars, became interested in radio an 1971 and while on o«
business trip 1o New York that same year, purchased the equipment that later made 1t persible lor Wil to go
on the air Anyone interesled in viewing il, mos! ol this equipment including the onginal transmutter ar
now see it al the Allen County-Fort Wayne Historical Scciety Musoum a! 1424 Swinney Court  Its current

valuo is estimated to be $40.,000 00

In 1924, Keen and the now-extinct Lauer Auto Company joined forces lo inaugurate Fort Wayne's first statien
* During tha! year Keen and Lauer divided their gir time equally, with Keen broadcasting from the mezzunine of
the Keenon Heotel and Lauer from its showrooms Hareld Blauser, a Lauer salesman handied that company =
air activities. In 1925, Keen bought out Lauer and enlarged operations. moving 1o new studios a! 172% Scuth
Lolayette Stree! Al the same lime, he changed the slation’s call letters from WHB] to WCWEK The new cali
letters, of course, slood for Chester W. Keen.

On. September 1, 1928, Keen transferred his interests in WCWK to Frederick C. Zieg In oddition tn a new

owner, thn glation received now call letters . . WGLY, .as well as new siudios on the second floor of the Man
Auto Supply Company on West Main Strerl  And a new cra in Fort Wayne radio had begun' 1t i intereeting
to note that official documenta say the new call letters. . . WGL . stand lor “"With Gods Love However

Zolg recalls that they nvolved through expedioncy. “W.” ol course, was required of all stations east ol the
Mississippi by licenning authoiitioa "G was chosen because in this highly agricultural region it was an sasly
recognizable sound—the command lo a horsa to go to the right. "L"” was the best sounding ol tha live remaiming
Intters available for use by the station. Zieg operated WGL until August 1. 1936 at which time he scld his
budding radio properly to Westinghouse Radic Stations, Inc. Two months later, on November 1. 1936 WGL
becama an alliliate of the National Broadcasting Company

Moving day relled around again on May 1, 1937 when WGL moved to 925 Scuth Harrison Street, where
Westinghousn had opened brond mew studios Broadcasting continued from this lecation until WGL became
the property of the Farnswerth Television & Radio Corp. The sale to Farnsworth was eflected on May
25, 1945 and in March, 1946 WGL began broadcasting lrom its new, modern studios at 201 %2 West Jellerson
Street in downlown Fort Wayne, its present location Amd at 8:00 p.m. on Seplember 24, 1947, WGL dropped
down the broudcast band te 1250 kilocycles, increasing its power from 250 to 1000 watts, its present power
Three 1all towers in Waynedale mark the site of WGL's transmitter.

WGL became the “Voice of the News-Sentinel” on June 17, 1949 when It was purchased by The News-Sentinel
Brondcasting Co., Inc. In October, 1950 it transferred from the National Broadcasting Company to the American
Broadeasting Company. August 17, 1970 WGL became an alliliate ol the Columbia Broadcasting System; NAB
(National Association of Broadcasters); and the Indiana Broadcasters Association.

WL RADIO in known throughout the Fort Wayne area as the “100 Club™ statien which dunmag the mentk ot
Dorombor molicits in vanous ways contributions lor the local Christmas Bureau te be used in puichasing mitts
toys. lood, cluthing and other necessities lor needy Allen County fumilies



