
,.'

, H2.5 -1-(

,:!~:.
",~,

I/ireleas Age
August 1922 KDKA

How the Nation's First Regular Broadcasting Programs
\Vere Started in East Pittsburgh by the Westinghouse
Elec. &. Mfg. Co.-A Word Trip Through the Studio

OX t\:h,I,cr 1. 1920, a ...ecling of
I."" ""..,,'" W3S'Inielly hcld at
Ih., I'.,-t I'i"'h",~h I~"'" of .he

We"iogl"II." Ekelr;., "",I ~Hg, Com-
!"n!', I(,'i,h,'" IrllIlI,"'" nm' Ihe hcat-
'ng .,f d"n", hc",1o1eo1tlo" lillie g",her-
iog. whirh ti",c wa. dcsline,' to cause
to ,...ke radi.. hislory,

AI Ihe ...e...iog w,'rellarr)' P. Da,is,
,'ie,c'presi.le",; Frank Conr"d. an cn-
gin«r, ~l. Co I(Yl'ill,ki, salcs dCI"III-
""nt',and J, C. ~IcQuj;ton, "'anager
pllioliellydcpa,'mcnl,

The .,ory goes that it was ~Ir,
Conrad who called thc IIRcling, lie
.uggc"ed 10 lIoc other "'ell Ihat the
exJ'Crimenlal ra,lio Iclegral,h stalion at
the plallt be IIlilizcd to transmit lele,
phone messagcs, so he collid ulldcrtake
ad,'all",d experimenlal wllrk on Ihe ap-
paratlls of hi. hooneslalion,

Mr. Conrad remarkcd, it i, said, Ihat
should slleh a slation be opelled to
transmil the \'Oice, it wuul,1 bc casier
to make hoone e'J'Crimen!> aod thaI
the co°J'Cralion of all iadi.. amateurs
wollid be secured,

It was Mr, Duc'is who h:"a..led the
opinion thaI possibly thc generall",hlic
would be interesled in the i,lea, and he
asked what Mr, McQnistr'lI Ihonght.
ThaI illdivi,lual ""iuled Ihe pic...re of
the '"",er alone un his farm, f.. lrom
the theatres, oue or "YO days awa)'
!rom thc currcut ncw'I"I."', ami hc
wouud np bv ,kdaring his bclief that
Ihe resnllS of hroo<kasling 'llch as sug-
gcstcd woul.1 h""e an elfe" of which
Iho.e at the mcdiug had little con-
eel.,ion,

"nut," he warned, "il m,'" he kcpt
np c,'ery day iu 'h,' w"ek, .."llh, pro-
C""'" ,cui ',ut mllsl he co",;nually im-
1""""'-"

)Ir, !>avi" so Ihe stnn' I,ncs, I",.kcd
arnm,,1 Ihc Incctill~ wilh some lillie
~"i,f"'lion, ..,,1 "id:

"lVe SUIII t" he "f one "pi"i"n re-
~"r,'in" tl", f".,ihili,y nf sInning "
"";',", .",1 ". we'll ,In il."

'I h",e w I, '""n"hl II". nnw
'Ia..."", KI>KA "..i,." i".., I,,'inc, hilI
it "'., lilli, ".."",," ,h,'n Ihal tl", tr"ns-
mi..i",."f "",i'k"'i"I,'I,,.'i..1I ...111""
I"",. ,',i, "",i..", "Ioi.-l, w"' II",n
..."wn:o,RU,w"III,I",lIllinlh"
wi,I"I""..1 in"'...',' ill ...Ii.. Ih.t is IIOW
1""',,"" 11"..II"h"lIl 110""..ontr)', Th.,
",'r""" wh., wcr<' in d..", t"mh wi'h
th" "",i',n, h.."".<:r, W"". qnkk '"
"",Ii", "". ""n"""I,.w, I'" ,ilomli,', "r
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radio broadcnsli,," ..,,1 i"lInrdiaic ..cps
were takelltll den-lop filII!' Ihis sen'ice,

"eroni"illll w" nl,'aill"d frolll Ihe
G'nelllmen' I.. hro:llk",1 c.ch nighl,
soonethillgnol hercloi",e Ihoughl of b)'
""Iio opcr"'ons allpd,crc,

A keell I."esiglot was .r,on,.,I, H.,lio
br ,dcastillg was ,cen ., . IIIC.IISof
disscmillatillg concrtainm.'nt, illforma-
lion .nd cdllcali"11 lor ,1"'lIs.nd. of
mile'i lre.m II.. Ioig cen'ers of music
.",1 art to Ihe "'III)'ing dblricl< lackillg

sllch bcncfiBi hllm l",illl5 whcre "a,
lio"al news dc,'cI..ps 10I"nel)', inaeees-
sible 1"""': froll. c.l"ca,io"al i",'il"-
tiOl" t" i,ol.ted connnmnilie. witholll
thc ",h"II"aces "i high"r education:
fro... ,h,' lar"e,' ch"rch., 01 Ihe city
t",he larm a",' r"nch miles aw.v lrom
the "ra...'st place of wnr.hip, '

:\11these possil,;lili" .nd ""ny more
"'ere f"rescc" "",I one."s were t.ken so
'" In .lrvelnp II", I"oa,leasling from
".,inn I,D"A ,10",thc.e ma"y '".ncfits
oni"hl he ohlai",',1. For Ihi, rc""n "
hislory "llhe d""""'pon",t nf Ihe p"'~
"m"" "...1 ,he "1"il"""1I1 "I thi" the
li", hrn",I.""i"" slali"n'lI cio'e "ighlly
,',,"ccrt., i. . hi,l"ry "i 110"devd"p-
"""" "f l'.dilll"..",I"."i,,~ i'sell, TIoi,
,'"'cu"'"'i""",.,.i"ni,;,,,,,'wh,',,i'i,
k"",,'nllo.,KI>"Aw..nl ralingf..r
",,'r "'n ..."nlh, 1.,I"'e ""..thcr "ali"n
w,,;, i"""II.,,1 '" .io'e "n e"terl"i",..enl
"" ni"hl.

IVI..." ,I,i, 1".."""".li".: "",inn WIt,
I"r",ally "pencd onlhe night of Dee,'m-
I,el' 21, 1920.. h""dful oi recurds were
,ake.. to the "".."io," .t Ihat lime.
room which would h.rdly aceo",mOO"'e
morc Ih... three pmnns, It was an-
no..nced Ihal station I-;DKAw,a,lJghe
a concert. .nd Ihen the "ceol'ds were
1,1,,!ed, \</0 .uuouneement w"s lIIa.le
..1 the names 01 the selecti"us, ""h "
is the clIslom ., the 1""('1\1 lime, and
it was Ielt tu the oJ'Crator'" ,he rcceh',
;,'g end '0 rack his hraiu tu ..ecognize
the numhcr, This lacl, was sonn re-
,'oguized, huwe\'er, and the name 0;
each mnnlocr WItSannonnced,

"U co'i,lcnceol whItt radio brr.,deasl'
ing could do lor the alrcad)' e".hlisheJ
;."'rco's of cnt"",inme"t was in""e,
,Ii",eI)' hroughl onl when Ihe mo,1e
,turcs in the dislrict wc.. swalll"ed
with rcque'" f..r rccords thai had been
p',,)'cd hy ra.lio,

Thns, a di '1 I ,fit was ohtaineJ
'hv th,' reeo..1 onakers a"d Ihe mu,it
,j"",s, '1'10..r,,",on lor ,his wa, "en
in the f.el th", ~'o'" of ,he rceord,
Ioro"ghl '" the allenliun of Ihe pnhlic
in the past were only the p"pnl.. "nes
"",lllmt Ihe 10... rccords I,'a)ed by Ihe
I,'ading onn,ici.ns nf Ihe time resled on
Ihe slo'e shd,'es, Their sales wcre slow,
in cnml"..i",n with Ihe lalcst popnlar
music.dem"...lf..rwhi"'.wasslimnl"ed
hy ""ing ,,'a)'ed in every ..,harct an<!
thcatre, KDKA gaY< Ihe pohlic Ihe
hc" cia.. oi mnsie, evcn il Ihis did no!
mcel with illlmediote p°l',,'ar de...",,1.

Doring the firsl few lII"n'hs of
broadcasling Ir"l11KIJKA I,h,...ogra"h
I'ccords were u..d exd"si\'ch'. and
when picked wilh ca,,' wcre ,'cry ~"i,-
fa...,,)', IInw"ver. il was Ih"nghllha'
Ihe ..adioen,hu,iasls would like Inl r
Ihe Incal a,,'isl', and :.."" ""ne "i ,h,'
iulernationall)' promiueul mn,;,.i,n"
who ga\'e con,,'rl5 in Pitt,hnrgh, Ma""
of the arlis.. of Pitt.burgh rcol"",...1'"
he allowed to ,i,it the r"dio ,,",ion ..,,1
"erform I,,' th,' new "nd n,..." r..li,'
n'c,hnd, Of c"ursc, Ihe "",inn wa' "
firsl wilhnnt I"cililies lu take ",I'C"f
Ihc .rli,'s in I'"son, I"" a pi"no "'~'
"hlai, 1 an.! . rnw,I,.1 inl,' ,h,' ".Ih'
sl",i"n, Th,' ';rst 'ouco'r!' w."..' ".
""I",lar ,'",' " Icn",,'..ar;' ,u"li.. "",
hnill aud "rr""",'n"'",, w,'..' k to'
,','al,lis" a I"'"u,,n,'ut .""Ii,. '10':" Iht
r",li" "u'lil. This was Ih" I;rsl sl...h,'
,nrhniltfo-r,Io,'.,d".h"I""I",..,f
1,...",.I.",.Ii"" ""Ii,. ,'n"'I"ai"u,,""",

1t""""..""",',,','n,,'I"',!,i,"""'"
cn'irel!' ("" ",1 h)' "",,'ap '" ur,ler 10
""c,,'umc Ihe I"",ihilily "f ""y echo,

ft is n"w "i,,'" w"""",,-.) hmv it was
I",..ihlc,o,d!'"uda!'saftcr,heslaliu"
"I"",,'d, toohr"..lea" 10)'""Ii.. the ser-
",,'," i",m Ihe ,:"10,,..)' E"i.."",,1
,'hn..eh inll...i.. culi...,,\', This wa, "c'
wml"i.I,,',1 ..n .Ianu,,;y 2, 1921, a",1
was the firsl .enke "'<1 sent "ut h"""I-
e..1 10)'radi" frpm . ,hn..eh,

1"ra"'lI1il"le" wel'e in""II,'d in Ihc
,h"ir loit a...1 f", ..hc "readocl' in ,he
,oulpil, the.. transmitters "eiug (""'-

neelcolh!' Ide"h""e lio", 10 Ihe ",oIi"
,'atipo KI>I',\, ...hid, i, ~"n" "'0 milcs
di"anl, The ',.,msmill"" l'i,'ke.1"1' Ihe
d<", loncs "f Ihc prg:"', 'he 1,len.lin"
O'nice<of Ihe ,,'hoir ni si,,)' men and
ho)'s, aool 'he res"o...liog ""ice of ,he
pre",h.. .s hc ,fooI"'crcolhis nsoal se..-
mOIl,

Of eoursc, the radio °l""alors 1,.,1h)
slrain their c",. in o"kr to I""" ne"y
wo,d of the mi"islcr, Rev, E",,'io J,
Van Etten, Hco'lnr of Ih,' Cal,.a,.)'
Church o( !'ittshnrgh, 1.01Ihe i.lea of
receiving a chord. ser.-ice in Ihe home
was so di"iucll)' 11'0"" Ihat Iheir en-
Ihusi.sm coolol 001 he exl"csse.1 io
WUl'ds,

Fur the nexl Suo,la)", service, a
diiTercol arra"cemeol ..1 traosmille,.s
was tried, a"d .11 ,luring Ihe ...eek ex-
J'C,imco" were m:ule t" I...ller Ihe ser-
vice, The or"anist and rhe choir, as
ovcll as Ihc minisl.., ga"e rehcarsats
sc,'eral times oIo,iog the w,'ck, so eo-
Ihusiaslic w,',,' Ihe)',

Aller Ihe semnd scr.-ice, eqoalliog
the soccess of Ihc firsl, whkh broughl
forlh ,nao)' I."datory Icllers am( com-
moots from Ihe ",dio li"coers, the en-
"in«rs dccid",llh., tl'e)' could slill im-
prme Ihc scro'ke, From Ihal d.), u",il
thb. the KI)I-;,\ radio engioee..ha..
I.,.", w..rkiu" ..,o'iu"all)' ,," Ihe sob-
jeto "i t""bmi,.i"" of church ,e,,'kcs,
"",I ahh",,"h ,he uhimah. pcrle"i"n
ha,.n",I""'",.,'a.-l"',I",oe"a,,,,,,'lIim-
.ci"e """,elf ;" d,urch, h.."in" Ihe
..."i..., ,Ii"",t, ~, "alblie i. Ihe tra"s-
mi"i..o,

lo",oIcrl"(,..ml,l)'wilhlhe"'I,,esl.
fr..onSo,"""'" ,'ho,.,I..., ,° (",,'e scr.-i",.
101'1"',""""",1'I,,' "aoli", """,\ 1(",li..
tl"'llI't wa' ;'s'"hli,he.1 '101 "m"I.!,
af"" ", P",.'m""r II, 1921. The
mioi>!cr and Ihe church ch"ir .-i<il Ihe
ra,li"s'a,i..oooS"."I..'a;,er"..,o.n,1
cooo.'"", ,he ""01", ""'ice I"r Ihe
1,,'ocl;1"I ,he r.,li" ,'"'h",i"",, In
'hi, wa,', cad. dco"mina,i"o h.s its
to"" ,..0;1...,... il e.n hc said Ihal prac-
lin,lI!' co'cr)' d...rch of Ihe majnr de-
""mioali,,o. h.s h",1i..s °pl",rlooity of
""",'",,'in~ a ",oIi" d,apd,

Sh"rtl)' afte,. ,he raoli" station
,",,'col, arrao"eo,eol' OVeremadc wilh
Ihe \.;nile,1 l'l'e" ,\s.udali..o In ohtaiu
Il,e lalesl he:"lIioe. of Ih" oIa)"snews,
These h,'a.llines arc 1'l"Oa,ka.' cach
coenin~, ,mol arc an aoldcolle.'ore 10
Ihe p,.ogl'am, In aololil'"n, alTange-
m","s were m..k c.rl)' wilh Ihe Uoi'ed
S'...es 1I ,'au 01 ~'a,.kct., 1>'"I","...eol
..i Agrico"ore, ". 1",.,oIe",t the g",i",
iruit and 'c~c'able aII'd lio'e ""ck
markct "porls, A ",,'ieov of Ih" :S:cw
"..rll Sluck Exchangc w.s la'er ..loIcoi
t" Ihi. oews "'1""'" The \'aloe 01 ,hi.
"",'icc lolhedlyma" and 11)0'",ral
"'..i,l"nt was rarly n,.I;zcd, an.1 a.ldi-
li""s I.. Ihe I""",lea";"g "ews .en'ice
al'e n",.le from ,i...e In limc,

,\",1 thcn ,ho- d,itol...", 'n"" "u,,-
si,l"reol, 5",',.;al heollime .h,ri.., ,onol
""...ic were prod.lcd. a",1 Ih,"e .re
I.."a.k.., co'cn' ...<rk.lav night.

The "..-hoic;,1".,nipl;.,'n; ," Ihc sta-
Ii"" i,. 01 coor~" ,he m.." ,'"onpl,"',
The a..lcoo. ," 1'1>1',\ coo"si". "f (r
wircs, 190 f"'1 in length on 211innl
'I",'adcrs, Th,' anlemel is sul'lourtcd
2111leel aho,'e Ihe gmu...1 h)' " hrick
"""ke .,ack al ...,,' "0,1 ao,l hv a WU-
f,." pip,' """I .." II", 9",..r!' 'I'oiloli"g
""""",1"""'",1, Th" "I"',.,,'i..,, 'wm
a,..I.""'i..a...,I",'a"',I",, Ih,"'II. II,..r
"i Ihi. 1",il,Ii,,~,

\ ""lIo"'r",,i,,', whid, i. a .Iop'k"c .~
"j Ih,',onh'oo" ill "..."t,'u,'li"o,i, 1'""",.1
III> f.,.'1 1"""'.lIh ,"" 'o"""a", Thi.
""0,,, ,I... "..,on""'I"i,,' ah."" " f",'1
hd..w Ih,' I,'a""oittin. "'t. Th" .I"wu
1"".1(ronn Ihe a,,"'ona a'hllh,' ,'"unler..
poise lead arc ",adc "i' 01 8 sttands ot
No, I~ cow"r wire eqoall)' spaced
"roun,1 1bin, diamcter woo.le"
sp,cers, '("hc """",,1 pe,.i,,01nf this
aerial S)""'" is approximately 412
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u,,"m, ,\ ",i..; ('"".kn,," "i ,lnlS
mi.1. .'al"u'il)' is 11'-.,,1ill ..".;« )d,h
aoleo"" a",1 .lIlli,-i.,o' 1.""lio" i".locl-
:m," a,l.kd ,,, ..h'aio Ihe ,Ie';,ed wU\'e
Ie"g,h ..i ,11/1n,,"",';,

,\s,',.;ese"o",',,'eris,hno,,',II"'lhe
""Ii.. "."toe",'" ,'h..ke ..,ils ni III joilli,
h,'m'i".. io,lo,'lallee in ..'ri." wi,h a
n,,'g..lnn "'.i."o...e. 10 ,I",in ..If any
"alk """"." Ihal mighl ""onolate ""
Ihe "'".'..,," ,,1"'0 in",la,...1 ir..m ,he
."",0,,1 I.., Ih., >cries cno,h'""", The
high "'",jn,o,,' resi"anc.. 10' the ao-
Ie,ma<",,'m '" .I'" meters w",'c lenglh
i, 'l'I'"..;",a,,'I!' 12 ..h"", a large per-
co""""e "f "hi, his ra,liati..n ...,islan,,',
Thc a"" ooa c"ne,,' al SIOwallS is 6,5
ao'I"'I'"s.",I:lIlkw,9'1\1p«es,

Th., I""""" c'lui,o..r..' used at
I-;PK \ c..,..i.1s of ,wn 2 10,,',nrnl"r
~c.."",tor sel! wi,h 250 ,'oIlS \), C.
1\1nIO", Th,' gen,.,..'"" .re .,1 sp"ci.1
,Ic,i~n lor 2,1<X1,nh, D, Co"mplnJ'ing
tw.. "r",almc wiu,Ii,,~, aud (WOCO1\1-
1\1ul,,'nrs I""'m,,ncnlly enu..c..cd in
""ic"

- ----

Radio Helps Sell House

W :~::i~"I',~"f~:~"::lh!::,"t.a~:~::;'~..::~
oIili"", was ,." "".1"", ""nu~h tn
all"".'t ".".1 hi.I., a ,,'al """", "",'ra-
1..1' Ihcr" i",I"II".1 " ""oto, "",,'i,.;n~
",' "",I """"i,,',1 ,10,,' i' "",,1,1 g,'
wi'h Ihe ',..uso', ,\,h""i" """," i"
II", I.al"'" 1.."",,101""m..' "'I,li.,.. , 1
,... ",I,llh,' I"""e ", a 1"""'"
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