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NOVEMBER 1978 FREQUERCY SHIFTS SIMILAR TO 1941
By Cary Simpaon

The recent change from 10 KHs to 9 KHs separstlon
in wirtually sll parts of the world axcept the Wast-
arn Hemisphers reminds old-timars of the day in 1941
when most disl positions ;n the United States, Cana-

h :

da and Mexico were chang® e WA 23rd, the

Liks the recent § KHa change
1941 change tock place sa of one specific hour, an

ha Staticns had tested in advance of that tims,
:;:r ::& to remain on thair old fregquency till that

magic hour.
NARBA signed to correct mesa

The purposa of the 19L1 change was tc establish
MAHEA as the North Americen Brosdcast Agresmeant was
krown. MARBA had besn signed to try to bring order
eut of s mishmash of frequency-jumping that was almost
ruining the sacondary coverage of many stations.

Most of the changes involved ataticns simply mov-
ing up the diasl cne, two, thres or four positicnsa,
sc that & group of clesr channela waa created for Mex-
ico, Canada, the United States and the Bahama Islands.
Howsver, a numbar of stations wers switched to total-
ly new places on the dial as old channels wers abol-
ished.

Hetions Assigned 1A Clear Chanmels

Privata Canadian stations were forced off the mora
favorable fregusnciea that remained a3 Canadian 1l=A
clear =hannsls, and CBC stations took them. A achems
of sharing clear channels was worksd out with the
proviaion that dirsctional antennas would keep the
sky wava radiation below certain lavals at the border
of the nation that was dominant on that channel. This
meant that order would be restored to the brosdcast
band. Up to that point, Mexican "Horder” atations
i;ad been showing up on clear channels with no eantrol
by the Mexican govarnmant.

And, let's face it, thers were no freguencies that
ware reassrved for Mexico, so they had an excuss for
permitting the channel=jumping.

540 Through 730 ke

Stations asaigned in this group were not reguired
;gcﬂd'i, except the private Canadiana such as CFHB,

740 through 970 ke

TLe firat totally new "frequency” creatad in 19L1
+as 740 ke. WSE and others wers mcved up 1 channsl
and 740 became a Canadian LA. 800 kc was crestsd a3
a Mexican 1A and stations above T80 were moved up 2
shannels. 900 kc was crested as & Mexican 1A and
stations on 280 and above mcved up 3 channaels. 1010
was 8 "drcp=in" as & Canadian snd Cubanm 1lA. Bscause
each ration would protect the borders of ths othar,
WINS was permitted on 1010 in New York City with a
sharp directivnal antenns protacting both borders.

980 through 1160 ke

XDEA (980), WEZ (990) WHO (100C) sll moved up
L channels., The old 1010 was "diabsnded” and all
stations had to move to othar frequancies, includ-
ing CRML, CKCD, CKCK, CKWI, K3CF and KQW (now KCBS)
E¥W and WDZ(1020) moved up &4 channels, the old 1030
was sliminated and CFCN, CJBR and CKLW went to othar
chaynels. 1040 stations moved to LOBD. 1050 smoved
tc 1070, 1060 thrfougk 1160 moved up 3 charnels,
but WAPI wart from l1L0 to 1070, WWVA went from
1160 to 1170.

1220 i new Maxican 1A

A new Mexican channel, 1220, uli created, and the
2Langes to accommcdatae this invelved adjacent chan-
nels, WCAU moved up & channels to 1210, WOAI moved
zg nnir one channas htu 1200, Eweryons on' 1180 had

relocats to another channel. Theae incle L
DT BIRG ars mmos a ncluded KZX,

1200 through 1450 ke
i1l of the Clase IV and III stations above 1200
moved up ) channels. The regular broadcast dial had
anded at 1500 up to that time, but was to be axtended
to 1500. This required scee more sleight-of-hand,
The old 1450 stations ended up at 1LB0. The 1
through 1450 statiens, all clear channels, moved up

tion- in New Tork. OShars-times stations WWRL and
WCONW couldn't remain on ths Claas IV {reguency since
it would then be adjacent tc WHOM which ended up om
Sa, WWRL and WCNW ware moved to 1600, clear
up at the top of the disl, whers few recelvers could

tuns.
L4860 to 1600 kc

1540 was creasted as & Clear channal for the Baha-
ma Islands, 1550 & Mesican IA, 1550 as a Cuban I,

157C a Waxican IA and 1580 a Canadian IA.

In the pre-1941 days, the stations abova 1500
oparated as "high-fidelity" outlets on an sxperimen-
tal basis and wers on 1530 snd 1550 only, ao their
broad responss modulation woulin't interfere with
other stationa., The 1530 stationa were moved %o
1590 and tha 1550 stations (WQIR and KPMC) moved
to 1560, protscting Cuban shores.

This i3 » summary of the mechanics by which the
variocus npations wars given clear channels and the
practice of chtnntl-§umpin; was ended.

It has scma similerity to the change in Eurcpe
and "down under” that toock place Movamber 23rd of
this year.
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