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everyone on an equal
foating for contests, achievement awards, ete, as
wel as individual goals and achlevements.

- It's been several years since the list was last
updated, and the world has changed a lat In thosa
years. So recently | offered to update the Hst for
the club, thar s of which appear herewith.

~ As you look through the list, you'll discover

iots of places that obviously are countries by

anyone's definition. However, there are other

which are nat so obvious choices for

sion in the list. To give you a better idea of

the rationale behind the list, here's the citeria |

used for establ what constitutes a DX

Country. These criteria are very similar to those

established the ARRL (for amatewr awards)
and NASWA (for shortwave purposes).

Most of us know Iinstinctively what a Country
Is; places ke Brazi, Egypt, France, and many
athers oome to mind r away. Oooasionally
there are -some borderline cases, 50 some
cbjective criteria are needed. Generally, a country
has most or all of the lollowing characeristics:
membership in international organizations like the
UN, diplomatic relations with other countries, its
own defense foroes, currency, laxes, laws, eto, If
t doesnt meet most of these criteria, then it
probably isn'l an independent country. However, it
may stil be a DX Country for other reasons,
especially those outlined below.
A part of a oountry is considered a separate
Dxmrylllssgamednm the rest of the
by at least 226 miles of open water, or at
least 75 miles of another country. Hawail is an
example of the former, Alaska is an example of
the latter. There are many other less obvious
examples, such as French Polynesia (Tahiti),
which is part of France and separaled by
thousands of miles of water. Similarly, the city of

Kailiningrad is separated from the rest of Russia

by the Baltic countries. In addition, a territory,

ion, colony, etc can be considered a

arate country § it has a separate administ-

r from nei ing DX countries. An example

would be the US virgin islands, which are close to

Puerto Rico (under 75 miles) but qualifles as a

separate country because they are separately
governed. .

I've divided the IRCA Countries List Into three
oategories: active countries, inadtive oountries,
and deleted countries, Adtive countries are those
which ourrently have one or more medium wave
broadcast stations on the als. If you were to travel
to that oountry today you would be able to hear
the local station(s). This category includes only

laces which have broadcast stations; it does not

places which have only beacons, coastal

siations, weather stations, or other utility trans-
mitters within the AM broadcast band.

Inactive countries are ones which have a

manent population and meet the definition of a
country. However, they dont cuiT have
adtive medium wave broadcast stations. al
used to have medium wave activity at one lime,

but dont anymore. Others, as far as | know, .

havent ever had a medium wave siatlon, but
there's a reasonable possibiity they might some
day have one. | had to be a bk jdicious In
choosing the laiter category - there are lots of

“Inhospitable rocks out in the oceans of the world

which hams can legitimately claim as DX coun-
tries, Dut no one’'s likely to buld radio stations on
them. For some reason, a surprisingly large
percentage of African countries do nol have
medium wave outlets, but instead rely on a
shortwave and/or FM to provide broadcast ser-
vices to their populations. I've tried to indicated in
the list why each country Is inactive, but in a

le of cases there's simply no indication in
WHTH and other references (o determine if there
Is any current MW activity at Lhat location.

The deleted countrles are ones which don
exist anymofe. This can happen (of several
reasons: & may merge into another country (such
as when East Germany reunked with West
Germany), it may spit completely into other
countrles (such as occurred recently with Cze-
choslovakia spiitting into separate Czech and
Slovak republics), of control may be transterred
from one country to another (such as the Canal
Zone, which Is now part of Panama). A country
does not cease lo exst merely because of
administrative or name changes. For example,
when British Honduras became independent and
changed ts name (o Beilze in the early 1980's, it
did not become a new DX country. In addition, a
country continues to exist even if goﬂlons of it
become independent; Yugoslavia still exists even
though Iar?e portions became independent
countries. It's possible for a deleted country to
become undeleted; for example, Eritrea was once
a separate terrtory, then became part of Ethio-
pia, then became an independent country.

The list Includes former of alternate (“aka")
names, if any, in parentheses after each coun-
try's olfidal of prefeired name. Each country's

-they are caimed

continent is noted in brackets (i.e. [AF} for Alrica).
I've also included various notes, such as when it
became a country. If a place doesnt have its
own heading in the WATH, I've also listed one or
more of its stations to confirm its existence as a
seperate medium wave DX Country,

There are a few places which have appeared
on past IRCA country lists, but were left off this
time because their status as countries is
tionable. The South African homelands faf into
this category; as far as | know, only South Alrioa
thinks of them as Independent. In addiion, the
provinces of Jammu and Kashmir have appeared
on some DX country lists, apparently because
by both Pakistan and Indla.
However, all the information I've seen, incuding
an August 93 artidle in the Los Angeles Times,
indicates they are both Ifrmly part of their
respective countries and not seperately adminis-
tered regions.

‘Your comments and questions on this list are
appreciated. You camwrite me at 6548 18th
Avenue NE, Seattls, WA 98115,

ACTIVE COUNTRIES

The [olowing countries currently have active
medium wave broadcast stations

Alghanistan [AS]
Alaska [NA] -
Albania [EU]
Algeria [AF)
Andaman & Nicobar |l (part of !ndla&[AS] -

WRHTH lists AR stations at Port Blair
Angoita (1A

Anllgua& B!Ubudu [NA]
Argentina [SA]
Armenia

1
Aruba [SA] - receptions before 1-1-86 count as
Neth Antilles
Ascension Island [AF]
Australia [OC]
A

Austria [EU
Azubdklﬂ S]
Azores [E

Bahamas [NA]
Bahrain [AS]
Balearic |slands (part of Spain) [EU] -indludes
WMn;or: for E Paki

esh (former stan) (AS
Barbados {Ng] i i
Belarus (formerly Byelorussia) [EU]
gau (HEEJIM, formerly W. Caroline Is) [OC]
Belize gamerly Br Honduras) [NA]
Benin (formerly Dahomey) [AF]| - after 8-1-60
Bamudglﬂh}
Bolivia [SA]
Bosnia-Herzegovina gEU] - after 10-15-91
Botswana (formerly analand) [AF]
Brazil [SA
British ngn Islands [NA]
Brunel [A

Buigaria (EU]

Burkina Faso (ex-Upper Volta) [AF] - ‘after 8-5-60

Cambodia (formerly Kampuchea) [AS]

Cameroon [AF]

Canada [

Canary Islands [AF]

Cayman |slands [NA] - scheduled to leave MW
7/93, current status unknown

Central African Republic [AF] - after 8-13-60

ques- Ceut of s
Chada{kplg.}'t Span, located in Morocco) [AF]

Chagos Islands (includes Diego Gardia, aka
British Indian Ocean Territory) [Al
ekt Gueriosy. 1118 6 Sesarices ™™
uernsey- Jersey-1
Chite | SA] sey sey-1026
Chwist ma}ldand (located in |
mas ndian Ocean) [OC
one outlet on 1422 g
Coccmmril ~ Islands [OC] - one outiet on 1404
Cmu:lri oi A '
Cook |
far en

- after 8-15-60
s [OC] - The North Cook Islands are
om South Cooks to qualifly as a
Corsica Eu. Wi ﬂ:‘m@ 116?&1 s
- s outlets on 454
Gosta Ploa (NAY
Crete (part of Greece) [EU] - WATH lists stns in
Go::mg‘ after 6-26-91
- after 9
Cuba ID}A]U]
Cyprus [AS]
Cyprus, Turkish Federated State [AS] - the
lon of northern Cyprus od by
urkey, WHRTH Hsts outlets on 1098 & 1494
o [EV]
Denmark |EU}
Djboull { (l'oiii’glny French Somedialand, Aler &

ssas)

Dodecanese s (part of Greecs) [EU]

Dominica [NA] 3

Dominican Republic [NA]

Emad& SA]

Elggvadu NA]

England [EU]

Eritrea [AF] - became part of Elhiopia 9-15-93,
then gained independencs in early 1993

Eiiopie AF

Faikland [Isl':'nds [SA]

Feroe Islands [EU]

Aj{oc]

Finland [EU

France |EU

French Guiana [SA]

French esia (aka Sodiety Islands. includes
Tahith OCJI

Gabon [AF] - after 8-17-60

Galapagos |slands (part of Ecuador) [SA]

Gambia, The [AF]
Georgia IM?.!J
Germany EE ]
Gibraitar é U]
Greece | ULA
(.'ileerllaru:irjA ]
Grenada [NA]
Guadeloupe [NA]
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Guam [OC) Micronesia (aka E. Caroline Is) [OC)
§mu%nmy Naval Base{NA] - AFAT. 8-1340 Mddova (éotmerly Moidavia) [E
Guinea-Bissau(formerly Port Guinea) [AF] Mgrn\?::r? {APJA]

Guyana (formerly Br Guiana) [SA] Morocco [A

Haiti [NA Mozunblque [AF]

Hawail [ Myanmar (formerly Burma) [AS]
Honduwras | !3 Namibia (formerly SW Alfrica) [AF]
HmaKong [AS] Nauru l[ocl

Hungary [EU] Nepal AsIL

Ioeiu}d ]U] Neth. Ant a(EaAl] includes Bonaire & Curacao
Indonesia [AS Neth«lmds oC

irlamslmd ‘mnu [OC] - mainly includes NawZeaiand [léc ]

stations on boerd ships; current ations Nicar

are located off the coasts of Israel :p"(uooda- NioaT. dlu' 8-3-60
vie ﬁ:“wuall::‘wn{muu:“ hw; taken

place m saland Niue
Radio Haurald, late 1“ : ]

and NE US Norfolk Island
Ll MAS Newyork International, late 1980's) mn é:udand[o?p]m of UK) [EU]
::aq AS v ; Oman [AS] - includes Masirah Is
Isle of ISan (part of UK) [EU] - Manx Radio Pﬂ'lﬂ':: gl.ﬂi“‘w i
|srael [AS Papua New Guinea [OC]
italy [EU) Paraguay [SA]
Ivory Coast [AF] after 8-7-60 Peru [SA]
Jamaica [NA) Philippines [AS]
Japan [AS) EU)-|
JME“W (udl(nm-oaimws part of Russia) [E Fg:':oéﬁl[g |
- NA
w lists outlets on 548 873 1116 l Y OEHQ[ASA i
Kanlch:t-n [A8] Hamml EIH
Krioati (fotrn g Gllbert un foc] Aussia, ALI&}L [AS
Korea, North ( Ls Russia, European [EU
Korea, E‘iomln (ROK) [AS] Sah?'rm N;h lic (aka F“V:osiag: Sahara)
Kuwait [AS ormer sh Sahara, de Oro]
Kyrwzam (formerly Kiegihiz SSR, Krgizia) [AS] Samoa, American [OC] &c dat
Laos [AS) Samoa, Western |
Latvia (E! San Andres & Provldmda (part of Colombia) [NA]
Lebanon -WRTH lists I-LIMY 910 & HIPA-1110
Lesotho (Tormerly Basutoland) [AF] Sao Tome & Principe '3
Lbym.alT AF] ss:.dm (part d llw) [EU]
Lithuania [E { Smum [EU
ld.mqnb[% EV] g:y-&gu (AF] - after 6-20-60
Maoodmln {EU] after Nnﬁap} (AR Slerra Leon[xé
Malagasy @

Mndotu ldmds[ F] Slovak [EV] - after 1-1-83
Malawi (lormerly Nyassaland) [AF] Slovenia [EU] - after 6-26-91
Mnl?'m East [A ] - after 9-16-63, consists of Solomon Islands [OC]

ah & Sarawak Somalia [AF)
Md:y::;;:;d LAI;I' after 9-16-63, condlts of gguh [AElthI:a{hdudhq homeland republics)[AF]

an
Maidives [AS
:: '?E 3| m]‘ . s Sh IH Lm.dm iﬂ’ormetry Sii Lanka, Ceylon) [AS]
a St. N

Mariana Islands (aka N Mariana Is) [OC] St e &N.A e
Mer shail Islands [OC] St. Plerre & Mi [NA]
Martinique N# St. Vincent [NA
Mauritania after 6-20-60 Sint Maarten, Saba, & St Eustasius [NA] - WRTH
Mauritius [AF) lists PJE3-1120 & PJF1-1410

Mayotte (aka Mahore) [AF]
Meiilla (part of Spain, located in Morocco) [AF]
Mexico [NA]

Sudan [AF]
Suriname (formerly Dutch Guiana) [SA]
Svalbard (Spitzbergen) [EU] - WRTH lists 1485

[ Umm (’am

' Lord Howe |

Swaziland [AF]

Sweden [E

SMtzetlmd EU)

Syria [A A

Taiwan (Hepublic of China) [AS]

%ﬁgryﬂ ty Tanganyika) (AF]
a (lormer

Thdland aka Slam) ?A‘gl

madocjfobago [SA)

Tunisia
Turkey EAS %
Tmlcnu'lstm (formerly Turkanen SSR) [AS]

- after 1-1-76

. Turks & Caicos Islands [NA

Tuvalu (formerly Ellice Is) [

Utqaine (E
United Arab Emirates !
guled States of Am NA]

Uzbek SSR) [A8
gumnﬂy Il'rw Hemdei? ocC
vmemda [SA]

Vietnam [AS8]

Virgin Islands (US) [NA]

Wake |sland

Wales [EU]

Wallls & Futuna islardsiog%]

Yemen{AS]- lormed 6- by merger of Yemen
Nd:H &People’uuem RAep of Yemen

Z&o (lormer ) [AF]
Zambia (lumu hern ) IAF]
INACTIVEB COUNTRIES :

The [ollowing countries have no knownme-

dium wave stations. Most have had MW stations Malaya [AS] -
which are no longer on the air. A few have never, Mandhuria
as far as | know, had a MW station but are listed

either bmulhwmmhmmhlhomo.

Andorra [E

operated here unti earty 1980s

Antarctioa [OC] - No known stations at this time, Peopies Dem

but there have been some in the past '
Bhutan [AS] - currently SW/FM only
Burund! [AF] - inactive on MW, now FM/SW crly

' Cape Verde |AF] - now FM
- Christmas |

(Part of l5)0(:1 - now inactive
Cyprus, British Bases on [EU] - now FM only

Easter Isiand [SA] - the one MW station Iss-m[
Sotl.l'l

- Two high powered MW sins Oﬂ'?::l (Ryukyu Islands) [AS] -

operated here in 1970s

Rwenda [AF] - SW/FM only

Saint Martin (French, near Neth Antiles) [NA] -
several FMs listed in WRTH, but no M

San Marino (EU] - has stations, but prob FM only

Tristan da Cunha [AF] - SW onty

Walvis Bay (non-cont s part of S Alrica) [AF)
- no known MW outlets

Zimbabwe (formerly Rhodesia) [AF] - FM only

DBLEBTBD COUNTRIES

The [ollowing countries no longer exist, but
were known o have had MW stations. Dates in
parentheses are when the country ceasedto be a
separate DX country. Two dates indicate k did not
“exist” before or after thoce dates.
&llﬁnﬂoﬂh Bornuo[OC]-D-i.'v&(nmpatd

alaysla)
Canal Zone [NA] - 9-30-79 ( nowgmof Panama)
Czedmdovuda [EV] - 12-31-9 (now Czech &
Dumq[EU] 8-1-39 2
Fr. Equatorial Africa [AF] - 8-18-60 !now Chad
Central Alrican Republic, G
French lndo-Chlm [AS] - 12-20-50 (now Laoc.

French W Al‘rlcll [AF] )8-6-80 (now MNiger, Ng
Coast, Burkina Faso, Benin, Mawrkania, M

Ger%:.'l'gtn Rep iEU} - 10-3-80 (now part of

orm

Goa [ASI?T -18-61 (now part of India)

G Peninsula [AS] - 8-14-45

Kueg&mm SSH [EU] - 7-15-56 (now part of

Leeward Islands [NA] - 2-27-67 (now various
nliom

" istand
Aém of Malaysia)
o Mmo} ! 8-16-63 (now part

China)
Newfoundiand ‘& Labrador [NA] - 3-31-49 (now
5-14-72 (now
d Ycrncn (Adcn} [AS] -
pmw..."’z“”%"ﬁ' |ocl 12-31)-51 (now part of
or -
Indonesia

Hu-ldl-lkl.n&[AFI-?-GOK 6-30-62
Sﬂ' [EUI - 1-348 lo 12-31-56 (now part of

-9-1563 (non part of Malaysia)

Dﬂ'ldJ

3 apo!gegd‘llhaakm i Vietnam (Rep o!’vunun) [AS] - 7-1-76
thL:OGIAF] S=° gl !FMom %{NA]-HI-H(MMO(HW

Johnston Islmd 0ocC] - hawu after 1977
Laocadive

Islands (part of India) [AS] no known Tangier
MW stathns.mnaslsgemwmpopuulon leq[

to justify a radio outlet or two

OC] - had MW, now FM onlv

Uechtenstein [EU] - authorized 1386
but has never activated it

Midway Island [OC] - now FM only

= 6-30-60 (now part of Morocco)
éus-m-?'# (now part of China

)
Trlosto ] - 2.10-47 to 5-19-54 (now part of

with 500kw Wul Borlh [EU] 10-3-00 (now part of Germany)
Windwar

d s [NA] - 61

7 (now various
island nnlonl}

Ogasawara (formerly Bonin & Voicano Is, In- Yemen Arab Rep. [AS] - 5-21-90 (now part of

cdudes Iwo Jima) [AS] - no known MW outlets

Phoenix Islands (part

Yemen)

Kiribatl) (OC] - WXLE Zanzibar [AF] - 6-30-64 (now part of Tanzania)



