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From The
Executive Direcior

Chuck Rippel

1272 Parkside Place
Virginia Beach, VA 23454
Compuserve 7257,1046

anuary 1, 1990 marks NASWA's 30th

year as a radio hobby club. Of those 30,
the past 25 years have been devoted to dedi-
cating our resources toward serving the
Shortwave Broadcast listening enthusiast.

As I considered the content of this month’s
column, I reflected on some of the names of
the many hobby leaders who have contrib-
uted their time and talents to our
organization's growth, longevity and sta-
bility. Some of our newer members might
not recognize everyone, but NASWA's
success is the result of hobby leaders like
Bill Eddings, founder of the club. Ed Shaw,
Dan Ferguson, Don Jensen, Mac Leonhardt,
Glenn Hauser and John Herkimer have all
been at the forefront and donated their re-
spective skills to both this club and to the
hobby in general. Throughout all of our
years, we shouldn’t lose sight of the fact
that it has been the membership which has
sustained the organization, making its Unity
and Friendship motto a true reality by shar-
ing contributions and experiences through
the FRENDX publication.

After the death of Mac Leonhardt, it was
Bill Oliver who stepped in and kept the
affairs of NASWA in order. As Executive
Director and Publisher, Bill did it all, run-
ning the club, printing, mailing and recruit-
ing editors. Today, we have 3 people bear-
ing the almost impossible work load Bill
did so well over the years. How Bill did it
all, I have no idea. What I am centain of is
that NASWA and the hobby owe Bill a debt
of thanks for all his past and continuing
efforts.

Our New Name

With this issue of the NASWA bulletin,
its name will change to The Journal of the
North American Shortwave Association.
Webster defines a Journal as: an account of
events, a record of proceedings, a periodi-
cal. Indeed, those interested in the listening

hobby may rely on NASWA in the future as
in the past to define, present and record
those events and articles pertinent to the
hobby. Hence, a new name which also
defines purpose.

Survey Says..

Recently, we conducted our first mem-
bership survey. Almost all members indi-
cated wanting more and better services from
the club. We first considered the content of
the bulletin and how needs, as expressed by
those members responding to the survey,
could be addressed. In response, our Edi-
tor-in-Chief, Dr. Harold Cones, has added
several new columns and in doing so, as-
sembled what is certainly the most power-
ful editing staff in the hobby today. The ex-
perience and qualifications of the editors
whose material you will be reading in this
first issue of The Journal |1 believe to be
unmatched in any hobby listening publica-
tion available today, be it commercial or
club.

Not only did we add several colunns for
whichmembers expressed a desire; the page
count of the existing columns was increased
or re-allocated as needed. The NASWA
Journal is now budgeted for nearly 70 pages
when editors need the space.

With its increased editorial quality, The
Journal required a new look. You may
remember that we sponsored a continent
wide logo competition earlier in the year.
The winner of the competition was Guy
Atkins. Using the logo as a starting point,
the graphics presentation of The Journal
underwent a thorough facelift. This time-
consuming task was undertaken largely by
Kevin Akins, assisted by Guy Atkins and
John Bryant. The Journal is not only going
to read better, it will also look better.

A surprising number of members asked
for a reappearance of Charlie Louden-
boomer. For those of you who may not
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know the Loudenboomer story, here is a
brief account. The Loudenboomer Report
was a regular feature in FRENDX from the
carly 1970’s till the early 1980's. CL, as he
became to be known, took a sometimes
severe satirical look at various hobby issues
at hand. No one really knows who Charlie
Loudenboomer is. The story goes that his
true identity is known by a single monk who
sees him now and again on occasions when
Charlie comes down from his mountain top
retreat. By popular request, | am happy to
say that this month’s Journal contains a
genuine Loudenboomer Report done by
Charlie’s own hand (typewriter.) Perhaps
the Loudenboomer report will again be-
come a regular feature, only CL knows for
sure.

With all new things come growing pains.
Not appearing on our new back cover are
some of the members of the Executive
Council. Bill Oliver, Bob Brown and Glenn
Hauser do not appear. We will grow past
some of these small oversights in the next
few months.

NASWA For The Nineties

The new look, name change and increased
content are but a few examples of the en-
hancements which fall under the theme
" which begins with this, the January, 1990
issue: NASWA For The Nineties.

We look forward to the upcoming decade
where NASWA's goal will be to increase its
role as a foundation organization in North
America supporting Short Wave Broadcast
Listening. By Charter, NASWA focuses on
only that hobby segment and will continue
to represent its unique interests. Our Coun-
try List and Awards Program are already
recognized as a hobby standard. We also
look forward to increasing our interaction
with other clubs and organizations for the
betterment of the hobby.

Over the years, NASWA members have
broken new ground in many hobby pur-
suits. Many of the breakthroughs and new
experiences within the hobby were discov-
cred and explored by our members. These
experiences were shared through the
monthly FRENDX publication. Don Moore
has assembled over one hundred of the best
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articles from the sizeable archives of
NASWA. These will be made available
through The Company Store for a reason-
able cost.

The Store is the outlet for NASWA memo-
rabilia and reprints and will be under the
proprietorship of Rich D’ Angelo. We hope
owning these enhances your membership.
Know also that the small “profit” we make
helps offset operating costs.

Rich is also chairman of the Task Force
looking into the feasibility of taped verifi-
cations. Please send your comments di-
rectly to him rather than to me or headquar-
ters. | have forwarded what mail 1 have
received to date to Rich. You can find his
address along with the NASWA store an-
nouncement. Look for a page or two about
the store further in this issue.

Finances

NASWA's history and future also de-
mand a special responsibility along fiscal
lines. In the survey, we asked our members
if they would support a dues increase in
return for increased services. Again, a re-
sounding yes!

Because much of the developmental work
over the past year has been done on a volun-
tary basis, generously donated by the Ex-
ecutive Council, Editorial Committee,
Graphics Task Force and many individuals,
we were able to hold expenses down and
frankly, give members a real bargain. We
now find it necessary 1o increase the yearly
membership for NASWA from $18 to $23.
This is effective for new members and re-
newals starting with the January 1990 issue
ot The Journal. The yearly increase is a
littie more than the cost of one lunch at a fast
food restaurant.

The North American Shortwave Associa-
tion looks forward to continuing its long
standing tradition of service to members
and the hobby. 1 hope you will find the new
additions and improvements in the Joumal
to your liking. The staff of the North Ameri-
can Shortwave Association would like to
welcome you to:

NASWA For The Nineties!




NAS WA

NORTH AMERICAN SHORYT WAVE ASSOCIATION OR. HAROLO CONES
Editor in Chief
2 Whits Coun
Newport News, VA 23606

I bet you have noticed a few changes 1n this 1ssue of FRENDX! Since
the changes are sO0 many and varied, I think you might profit by
knowing how and why they were made.

Wwhen I assumed the newly created position of Editor 1n Chief 1n
November 1987, 1 did so0 in the midst of a major restructuring in
NASWA . The Executive Board, sensing that a new ook was needed for
our publication, and desiring to relieve the time demands on the
Publisher, charged the Editor in Chief with the task of upgrading the
publication.

My first order of business was to appoint an editorial committee from
among the people who had previously volunteered their services to

NASWA . Bob Brown from Pennsylvania, Rowland Archer from North
Carolina and John Bryant from Oklahoma agreed to serve on this
committee. we began an extensive and comprehensive study of the
publication, in both its traditional and historical forms. This in
itself was an interesting project, since we were able to observe not
only temporal changes 1n the publication, but also the hobby. This

review led us to three basic needs for the new club publication: more
emphasis on hobby education, a greater feeling of "club,” and a clean,
updated look.

The 11ni1tial steps toward these goals were accomplished in various

ways . A new column, Tom McCElvy's FRENDX Profiles, was started to
personalize the club and From the Executive Director was added to
more directly involve the members with c¢lub leadership. A logo
competition was launched, which resulted in the l1o9o you see on the
front cover. Guy Atkins, & graphics professional from washington
state and the winner of the competition, agreed to serve on the newly
formed Graphics Committee. This committee, consisting of Guy, John

Bryant, an architect, and Kevin Atkins, a graphics professional from
Alabama (al) very active in shortwave), was charged with pulling the
publication together graphically.

During this period, the editorial committee published the first
"Editor’'se Manual” in NASWA history. Thus, for the first time, the
many editors producing the diverse columns were united by a common set
of editorial guidelines. Algo during this time, a real emphasis was
placed on print quality, and, as many of you have observed, FRENDX
began to look better.

This evolution led to NASWA FOR THE NINETIES and The Journal of the
North American Shortwave Association. Why not the old historical name
FRENDX? No one seemed to know where the name "FRENDX" came from and
what it meant, and many people did not like i{t. As part of our new
look, we changed the name, and it is our hope that our publication
will become known as The Journal.

To enhance the educational value of The Journal, we have added several
new columns, modified several others and increased the overall page
count. Destinations is a new feature column designed to provide a
more in-depth understanding of countries and cultures. The column
will rotate quarterly between Mitch Sams discussing Asia, Don Moore
discussing Latin America, and B8ob Brown discussing Africa.
Destinations will be kicked off this month by Mitch Sams. Mitch is
the managing editor of Fine Tuning and is one of the most well known
authorities on Asian shortwave and propagation. Next month, Don
Moore will provide insight into Latin America. Don has traveled
widely in Latin America and was a former Peace Corps member; he
writes frequently for the hobby press. Bob Brown, NASWA Assistant to
the Executive Director, former Log Report A editor, and NET director
for the ANARC NET, has specialized in African shortwave for several
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years and will round out the Destinations column with his considerable
writing talent. Listener’'s Library, conducted by John Byrant, is a
resource forum, devoted to highlighting books, maps, video tapes,
magazine articles and general information of interest to the listener.
Because of John's role as director of Fine Tuning’'s Special
Publications, he has become familar with the broad range of resources
available to the shortwave hobbyist. John is also a top notch
propagation expert and an authority on the beverage antenna.
Listener’'s Classroom, conducted by Harold Cones (and you already know
about him!), will answer questions sent in by members. A wide variety
of well known personalities in the hobby will be called upon to answer
submitted questions. Kap's NASWA Awards Program has expanded by a
page so that Kap may provide not only award recipients, but also
country lists and information on new awards. An additional change,
made because of comments received on the survey forms, is the
combining of the old four section Log Reports into two sections,
Tropical Band Loggings, edited by well-known tropical band specialist
Sheryl Paszkiewicz, and International Band Loggings, edited by wallace
Treibel, a long-time NASWA Log Report editor. The usual columns with
which you are familiar remain basically unchanged, except for a new
emphasis on education.

Another new column/service is The Company Store being run by Rich
D’'Angelo and Don Moore. The Company Store will offer such NSAwWA
memorabilia as sweat shirts, tee-shirts, hats and jackets. The survey
forms told us that members wanted these items, and with the help of
the hobby merchandising inroads made by Fine Tuning, Rich and Don were
able to bring them to you quickly. I have already introduced you to
Don, so a few words about Rich. Rich is on the Board of SPEEDX and is
one of the most active log and QSL reporters in the hobby. He is
chairman of the joint NU/FT Special Transmission Committee, a group
exploring the possibilities of reactivation of old shortwave stations
and tests transmissions from current non-shortwave broadcasters. The
Company Store will also offer something unique to the shortwave
hobby--a reprint gervice. NASWA has served the communications hobby
for 30 years and the shortwave hobby for nearly 25 years. This rich
heritage has been gleaned to provide over 100 reprints of past FRENDX
articles which will be offered by The Company Store for a small fee.

I want to thank all those who have given 8o much of their time to make
The Journal possible. At the risk of leaving someone off the list,
these folks include: Chuck Rippel, Don Jensen, Jerry Berg, John
Herkimer, Gerry Dexter, Bill Oliver, Bob Brown, Johri Bryant, Kevin
Atking, Guy Atkins, Rowland Archer, John Kapinos, Sheryl Paszkiewicz,
Jerry Ervine, wallace Treibel, Tom Sundstrom, Kris Field, Sam Barto,
Bruce MacGibbon, Ted Bensen, Rich D’'Angelo, Don Moore, Mitch Sams,
Alex Batman, Dan Ferguson, Rich Arland, all those who entered the logo
competition, and those who returned their membership surveys.

There are many changes, and I am sure many of you will not agree with
them all. Before you form opinions, however, give The Journal a few
months to "grow on you.” These changes were implemented after a lot
of study and the careful analysis of the member survey forms; the
Editoral Committee feels confident that the desires of many members
are reflected in The Journal. Enjoy!

AN
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DXer’s
Forum

Welcome to DX’ers Forum for the Nineties! 1 hope you all had a fantastic holiday
and are enjoying the best mid-winter DX here in North America. Along with the
other NASWA editors, I'm very excited about the changes in the Journal, and welcome
the new columnists, several of whom have been significant contributors to DX’ers Forum
in the past. I'll try not to forget and call our publication FRENDX, although that will be
a hard habit to kick after 20-plus years.

Gerry Bishop has volunteered to keep track of airmail postage rates from the rest of
the world to North America, and submit the tabulated results to DX’ers Forum for
publication. Like many QSL’ers, Gerry often used dollar bills for return postage, and his
goal is to understand how much return postage $1 US buys. He will include a current
exchange rate with the tabulation he submits to DX’ers Forum so you can make the same
conversion yourself.,

Anyone having valid information on international postal rates to North America can
send that information to Gerry; sending it on a postal card would be fine.

If you are uncertain what the postage rate on an envelope is, you can send a clear copy
of the envelope. If you send the original envelopes and want it returned, enclose a SASE.
Please support Gerry in this worthwhile effort. It deserves your help. Send your
information to:

Rowland Archer

5524 Hawthorne Park
Raleigh, NC 27613
Compuserve 70075117

Gerry Bishop
126 Dyer St.
Niceville, FL. 32578

This month we have just enough room to present the conclusion of the two part DX’ers
Forum Panel Session on QSL’ing. Thanks for the nice comments some of you have made
on part l...and yes, we do plan to continue the Panel Session concept in the future.

QSL’ing Your Way to the Top: Part I|

A DX’ers Forum Panel Session
With Gerry Bishop, Marlin Field, and Ed Kusalik

Forum: Beyondwriting a polite and factual
report, many DX'ers have resorted to a
variety of special technigues to succeed with
stations which seem to answer only sporadi-
cally at best. These techniques have in-
cluded registered mail, telexes, third party
intermediaries, enclosures to distinguish
your repon, even phone calls. Do you find
any of these measures 1o work well in ex-

treme cases, or do you use another ap-
prouch, such as regular follow-ups?

Bishop: I've never gotten a QSL for a
report sent via registered mail, so I don’t
spend any money for that. Regular fol-
low-ups do work — I have a QSL from
Gambia to demonstrate that.

For that especially difficult to verify sta-
tion which is part of a government net-
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work, such as several of the local AIR
outlets, a report to the principal offices
has resultedin a QSL. I go this route after
the follow-up delivers nothing.

Field: My main technique has been fol-
low-up reports. I include a calendar,
which has a beautiful scene on the other
side with a Bible verse, a postcard from
Michigan, and mint stamps with each fol-
low-up. Don Moore some years ago car-
ried some reports for me when he and his
bride made a trip through South America,
but even that method did not produce a
report from Radio Cuenca in Ecuador.

Kusalik: I have found that the above
methods do work, especially techniques
to distinguish your report. Registered
mail does indeed help if previous reports
have gone unanswered or there is difficul-
ty in getting mail to the area where your
report is going. Then again, regular fol-
low-ups to a station indicate your keen
interest in that station’s programming and
the willingness to answer their correspon-
dence.

Forum: What reference material do you
use in preparing reception reports?

Bishop: I use three: the WRTVH,
FRENDX'’s QSL column (Sam is doing an
excellent job here) and Fine Tuning. I've
got a stack of report forms and language
guides to help translate my thoughts to
the appropriate print.

Fleld: For non-English reports I started
out with an article in How to Listen to the
World, by Johansen, on how to write
reports in Spanish, Portuguese, and
French. Later I added word lists in
Spanish and Portuguese published in
FRENDX as well as an Indonesian form
letter and word list found there also.
(Members of NASWA didn’t have to pay
extra for such helps then as they do now.)
During the summer of 1967 I took a one-
year course in Spanish at the University
of Colorado in Boulder. Since then ['ve
been writing my own letters in Spanish;
like President Carter, I do my daily devo-
tions in Spanish (E! Aposento Alto, 1908
Grand Ave., P.O. Box 189, Nashville, TN

37202-9929—$4.50 per year) and do some
reading in Spanish to keep the language
fresh. On occasion | need to consult my
Spanish-English dictionary when writing
reports. Names of stations and names of
persons to whom | write my reports come
from the WRTVH, with additional names
being taken from Sam Barto’s QSL
Reports.

Kusalik: The reference material for sta-
tion addresses is WRTVH since getting my
first edition in 1968. For current informa-
tion about what’s happening with par-
ticular stations I consult various DX
programs or DX bulletins such as Fine
Tuning. Inwriting reception reports l use
various ways instead of one particular
form as I feel that each station may re-
quire a different approach. I find too that
various QSL reports of different or-
ganizations help to find if the station is
verifying. An excellent source for writing
different language reception reports is
the Language Lab series put out by Tiare
Publications. Then too, I use my own
phrases as well as a good dictionary for
Indonesian, French, Spanish, and Por-
tuguese reports. I also consult with third
party organizations if I need a particular
language for a certain station.

Forum: Howdo you handle record keeping
related to reception reports, QSL’s, and
NASWA awards? Do you use a computer,
and if so, which software?

Bishop: Everything’s on paper, some-
where. I update the master lists about
twice a year. As I've not yet met a com-
puter that doesn’t emit RF, | won’t have
one here in the shack.

Field: I use 4" by 6" notebooks from the
dime store to record information such as
the date the report was sent, the name of
the station, frequency, the number of the
report—whether it’s #1 or #3 to the sta-
tion—and the number of the station (the
number represents the number of stations
I have heard on shortwave)—all in colum-
nar form; there is also a column for enter-
ing dates when a QSL is received. (I have
a similar notebook for medium wave.) I
do not maintain a log on stations. Assoon
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as | have verified a station, I destroy my
notes; notes on stations reported to
FRENDX, with the exception of those
that have not confirmed my reports, are
also destroyed.

Irecord the stations that | have verified
and those that have sent pennants in a
similar notebook. Periodically I type the
stations that have verified, along with the
frequency and location, in a 8 1/2" by 11"
looseleaf notebook. Stations are listed by
country, the countries being listed al-
phabetically. Stations that have sent pen-
nants are marked. Thus it is easy for me
to tell which stations have verified and
how many have verified from each
country. (The most is 110 from Brazil.) |
also keep a running total of how many
shortwave and medium wave stations |
have verified in each Latin American
country and how many pennants | have
from each country. At a glance, for ex-
ample, [ can tell that I have verified 55
shortwave stations and 40 medium wave
stations in Colombia and have 47 pen-
nants from that country.

Kusalik: Presently I do not use a com-
puter for my reference storage. Instead,
I use an old reliable method of a logbook,
going back to 1969, in which I keep a diary
of the stations/countries heard, particular
details, and QSL returns. In addition to
this I use a 3" by 5" index card holder,
listing area and country verified. Ex-
ample: Pacific Tonga - 5030kHz. There
is also a scoresheet of what stations have
been heard and verified, and a separate
sheet for date report sent out, station, and
date report/QSL received. Particular
countries and their reports are kept in a
filing cabinet and kept updated. And if
that is not enough, binders on particular
countries which include reference
material and profiles. This holds as well
for keeping track of awards programs and
the current status of countries/stations
heard and verified.

Forum: Most successful QSL'ers seem to
use follow-up reports. Please describe your
approach to follow-ups: do you use them,
and if so, how often, how do you prepare
them, what reminds you to send them? Do

you always send to the same person at the
station, and if not, how do you choose?

Bishop: Generally when I’'m updatingthe
list I get the little nag that it’s time to send
a follow-up, if I want a QSL. I will try for
a fresh reception before I send a follow-
up to an older report, and I use the most
current v/s I have listed. If the name 1
have is more than a year old, | send the
report to the station without naming any
specific person.

1 find writing follow-ups one of
the least satisfying--but neces-
sary--aspects of receiving QSL’s

Field: I use follow-ups. If possible I in-
clude new details of reception, along with
details of the previous report, with each
report I send. [ do not have a set rule as
to when to send another report but usual-
ly not before three or four months. The
29 I sent to La Voz del Tigre, Venczuela,
3255 kHz, for example, were sent over a
short period of time, compared to the 23
I sent to Radio Amazonas, Peru, 5060
kHz, which was one of the first stations |
heard back in 1960, when the first report
was sent, and the last one sent in 1989,
when [ verified the station. Having the
time—or taking the time—has been the
biggest consideration in deciding when
follow-ups go out. | say “taking the time”
as I find writing follow-ups to be one of
the least satisfying—but necessary—
aspects of receiving QSL’s. Isent reports
to persons listed in WRTVH and those in
FRENDX, primarily in Barto’s column,
although some in the past were found in
Glenn Hauser’s section. By looking back
at my records it is easy to tell how longit’s
been since | wrote to each station and
whether or not it has verified (procedure
explained earlier).

Kusalik: My approach to follow-ups
varies with each station that [ am writing
to. After no reply from a station, say
within six to eight months, from the date
that 1 first sent the report, | initiate steps
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for a follow-up. First I check if the station
is still active on the radio bands. Then
going back through QSL Reports, see if
the station has been verifying reports. If
so, then check if the address is correct for
the initial report that I sent. If there is a
verie signer I may use it, but generally I
direct it to the title of the verie signer.
Example: Mr. John Doe, Senior En-
gineering Department .. I would send to
the Senior Engineering Department
Staff..as personnel do change. I explain
why | am writing to his/her station, asking
if it’s possible for a confirmation, even if
my report may be out of date. I ask if my
previous correspondence had reached
them. [ have found that on the average it
takes about four to five follow-up letters
for some of the difficult stations..with
more difficult stations as much as a dozen
reports. | try to make my follow-up
reports as interesting as possible.

Forum: OK, it’s time for some QSL brag-
ging and war stories. What are your favorite
two or three QSL’s, and why? What was
your hardest 1o obtain QSL? How did you
get it?

Bishop: Bhutan is my best, but it took
only one shot with a tentative report. (A
more positive reception later did not get
a QSL. This is another of life’s little
ironies.) Hearing this one from the
Philippines was nearly as difficult as from
NAm. The QRM was terrible.

Gambia and FIBS were both the result
of good follow-up reporting. In the case
of FIBS, it took five years of regular, care-
fully prepared letters and reports. All
were nearly identical, and I don’t know
why one, and only one, got areply; or why
that took five years.

Radio Gambia cost me ten years of
airmail postage before 1 got that precious
answer. The station was so nice, and
generous, in the reply that I really believe
they never did get any other reports, as
they claimed.

After all that, though, my favorite is still
Radio Nederland for 6165, Bonaire. It
was my first.

Field: My best QSL is from the Mt.
Kenya Regional Station at Nyeri, Kenya,
broadcasting on 6170kHz. 1t is special for
several reasons. For one thing, the sta-
tion was heard on my first shortwave
receiver, a Roland AM/SW portable
radio from the Alden’s Mail Order House
in Chicago (at $65). The antenna was an
old piece of television antenna running
out the window of the dining room and
tied to a tree limb outside the house; I tied
the antenna to the limb using a step lad-
der. Also, the station confirmed that it
was using 250 watts.

1 made no special effort to hear the
Kenya station; it was an accident; DXing
was new and | was trying to see what |
could hear, especially in English, which
this broadcast was in. (I heard the station
two evenings straight around 0400 UTC.)
In contrast | made a special effort to hear
the next two stations. I probably made my
biggest effort in country chasing when |
verified Radio Kiribati. When 1 first
heard about the station it was broadcast-
ing around 16,655 kHz (not sure of the
exact frequency now.) This I dorecali; my
receiver, not having the appropriate crys-
tal, would not pick up the station. The
next step was to order a crystal from the
Drake Co. in Ohio. Even with the new
crystal I could not hear the station. Then
it moved to 14,802 kHz. Again I had to
order a crystal. After many attempts |
finally heard the station, and after three
reports received my QSL card.

When we first moved to Hillsdale, we
lived in a mobile home. The antenna for
my radio, a long wire, was suspended a
few feet above the trailer on poles used in
making television antennas; the antenna
was 50 feet long, the length of the mobile
home. During this time AFAN, Mc-
Murdo, Antarctica, started broadcasting
on 6012 kHz, but | was unable to hear it.
1bought two more poles, either five or ten
feet long 1 don’t recall which, and raised
my antenna by that much. Then I could
hear AFAN. A few days after that, fear-
ing that the wind might blow the antenna
down, I lowered it to its original height;
that was my great year for Papua New
Guinea; it was on the lowered antenna
that | heard and verified all the stations

Page 8



that were broadcasting from those DX
countries at that time.

Kusalik: My favorite QSL’s...well,
they’re all special to me...but the ones that
come to mind are: KGEL, in Califor-
nia..why, well it was my first QSL card that
I received. For this one I sent a three-
hour reception report of a telecast foot-
ball game. It was my first attempt at
writing a reception report and I didn’t
know quite what to write in my report to
them. But anyway, I got that first QSL
card in three weeks from them. That hap-
pened back in December of 1965.

My first DX QSL card came from Radio
Clube de Cabo Verde, CR4AA, 3883 kHz.
This was in the Spring of 1970. [ heard
the station, sent an English report with no
return postage, on a two page foolscap.
Reply came in about one month.
Another from Africa..Radio CORDAC,
Bujumbura, Burundi, 4900 kHz, received
their QSL card five days before the sta-
tion closed down for good in 1977.

The hardest QSL to obtain to date
would be the following two: Radio Zan-
zibar..and Radio Pyongyang. Radio Zan-
zibar was first heard way back in February
of 1975 on 3339 kHz. | sent a report with
return postage and a postcard, knowing
that my first attempt may not pan out.
After that I sent follow-ups, and more
follow-ups, with fresh reports, registered,
double registered reports and still no
replies. 1t wasn't till April of 1987, that |
finally received a verification letter from
the Chief Engineer for my report. A total
of 12 years of trying. The other sta-
tion..Radio Pyongyang..took a total of 22
years of follow-ups, fresh reports, some in
English, an attempt in Spanish, and 1 even
wrote in Czechoslovakian! 1 wrote to the
Embassy..at one point I thought of chang-
ing my name thinking that I was on their
“black list”. But then, I read that reports,
some of them, were being verified via
England..so I wrote to Mr. Arthur Ward,
in the United Kingdom. Through his help
I was able to get a verification from Radio
Pyongyang in two months time, after all
those years of trying! To date this is the
longest I've tried for a verification from a

station. Persistence does pay off in the
end.

There are others, all with their own
interesting stories..the Cambodian
Caper..the Nigerian “who do I send the
verification to” and the Ghana “love let-
ters.”

Forum: Thanks for your time and ideas!
Any other tips you'd like to describe, or
closing comments?

Bishop: One part we've not addressed
here is the “thank you” for the QSL. !
always send a card, via surface mail, to any
station which QSLs a reception. There’s
no telling how many stations trashed this,
or the number which took it to heart. 1
am certain it benefits in the long run. It’s
quite possible that some stations keep
track of who sends thanks, and will QSL
again as a result. Your thanks for a QSL
could ensure mine in the future. My
thanks to a broadcaster may have
prompted your verification already.

Despite the numbers, I'll still prefer lis-
tening to the message over having the
momento of that message. I'm convinced
it’s much more important to spread the
news that a station is on the air, and
audible in NAm, than to wave aQSL as a
result of that bricf reception. 1 realize
that not everyone shares this view, but 1
sincerely hope the number of those who
would keep the good news a secret con-
tinues to diminish.

Thank you, Rowland, for this oppor-
tunity to discuss QSLing and some of its
aspects. | trust this won’t be the end of
the sharing within the DX community of
all the information we have available
throughout the hobby.

Field: The kind of hobby DXing is
depends on how much time and money
one is willing and able to invest. It cer-
tainly takes less investment on one’s part
if all he/she does is to listen to shortwave
radio, hears different stations, but does
nothing about verifying them. One is
much more involvedin the hobby if he/she
attempts to verify each station heard. 1
did the one before 1960, the other since
then, and | can say from personal ex-
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perience how collecting QSL’s and pen-
nants has affected my life. For one thing,
[ learned about missionary radio stations
and their financial needs and as a result
have contributed financially to a number
of them for many years. Also, | have met
individuals that I would not have met had
it not been for my collecting QSL’s. | have
met some by attending meetings of clubs,
such as NASWA, UNO, ANARC, and
the Michigan DXers’ organization.
When | was teaching at Lake Michigan
College in Benton Harbor, Michigan, the
program director of HRVC, Tegucigalpa,
Honduras, came by where I worked. He
gave me a large pennant, ordinarily
reserved for churches that supported the
station, and two pieces of wood Aztec art,
not originals but deeply appreciated.
They hang on the wall of my study. Ron
Youngs made a special effort to see me.
It was a hot day in August. He had his
family with him in a car which was not air
conditioned and which was pulling a U-
Haul trailer with their belongings. They
were headed for lowa, where they would
live for a year before returning to HRVC.

My wife and I have had the opportunity
to entertain in our home persons that we
would not have known had it not been for
my hobby. Last year we entertained mis-
sionaries from HCJB-FM in Guayaquil,
Ecuador. We were the first persons they
contacted after arriving at her mother’s in
North Adams, Michigan. They wanted to
present a slide program about their work
in Ecuador at our church. We invited
them to dinner and as a result we saw the
slide presentation. They wanted our
reaction as no one else had seen it before.
It was a program they had put together
with their small children as narrators of
the program. It was great! The year
before we hosted Jorge and Denise
Zambrano and their children from Quito.
In addition to working for HCJB-TV,
Jorge produces the program, “Musica del
Ecuador,” on HCJB shortwave, a volun-
tary effort on his part, to make sure that
the music presented is Ecuadorian. Some
years ago, when the pretuned radio was
an important part of the ministry of
HCJB, we had a visit from the person in
Ecuador responsible for the project. For

several years we had visits from a repre-
sentative of SIM International, which
operates ELWA in Liberia. Last year a
representative of the Latin American
Mission, which has ties with TIFC in San
Jose, Costa Rica, stopped by. As a result
of an article in our local newspaper about
my hobby, I’'ve been able to explain
DXing to some of my acquaintances and
to help one person get more involved in
the hobby. Another person, upon seeing
my name and address in his first copy of
FRENDX, came to visit, since he only
lived thirty-five miles away, to find out
more about collecting QSL’s and pen-
nants.

Yes, DXing is more than “country chas-
ing,” it has to be if it’s going to be more
than a “passing fancy,” of interest today
but not tomorrow; otherwise 1 would not
be celebrating thirty years of DXing in
1990.

Kusalik: Closing comments..I’'m still
learning about QSL’ing..there is no set
way for me to write to each different sta-
tion. After all this time there are all kinds
of approaches..use the best one you find
that helps you. In QSL'ing, in particular
the difficult stations, remember that you
are trying to present yourself to the sta-
tion, just like a job interview. Your
credentials are the reception details that
you heard from the station. Make them
interesting and you will find that in most
cases, a reply will come, but be patient.
Good Luck!

On behalf of the NASWA membership
I'd like to extend my warm thanks to Gerry
Bishop, Marlin Field, and Ed Kusalik for
sharing their personal approaches to
QSL’ing and the shortwave hobby with us.
The resources of NASWA ... our senior
members for their years of experience, our
Junior members with a powerful thirst for
learning about the hobby ... this is what
makes NASWA great, and I look forward to
bringing the resources of NASWA together
in DX’ers Forum through NASWA for the
Nineties! See you next month.
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First let me start the new year out right by apologizing for a couple of recent inaccuracies in
the column, both conceming BBC programming. Both “Health Matters” (which I listed on
Tuesday night at 0215) and “Talking from...” (which was listed on Thursdays at 0145) were
cancelled and replaced by other series a week after I sent the column off to FRENDX (some
radio stations like to make life difficult for an editor, it seems). Since [ do the column a month
in advance, this January column is done at the end of November rather than at the end of
December, sometimes shows are cancelled after it’s too late to make any corrections. Please
accept my apologies for the inaccuracies that may creep into the column from time to time.

SUNDAY

1120-1125  China Anthology (Radio Beijing). A five minute program featuring selected
incidents from Chinese history. Recently the show has been running a series
on famous Chinese military campaigns of the past. (17.855. Repeated at
1220 on the same frequency, at 0020 on 17.855/17.715/15.130 and at 0320
on 9.690).

MONDAY

2205-2225  Around Lithuania (Radio Vilnius). The etfects of Glasnost are evident in this
program that every other week features a town or village in Lithuania, its
history, main industry, folk ways, etc. Program is sometimes critical of the
bureaucracy, the train system, or other aspects of Soviet life (7.400). Every
other week.

0045-0100  This is America (V.O.A.). A special English program devoted to life in the
United States. Past programs have featured a two- part series on West Side
Story, a tour of the Rocky Mountains, a tribute to Irving Berlin (shortly after
his death), and even a program devoted to the 20th anniversary of Special
English programs on the VOA (5.995). Not on 6.130/9.455 which carry
different VOA programming.

TUESDAY

1140-1155  Listeners® Letterbox (Radio Beijing). A mailbox program which answers
listeners’ questions about life in China. Past programs have featured points
of interest in Biejing, historical landmarks in china, the chinese diet, and
how safe is to visit China now. (17.855. Repeated at 1240 on the same
frequency, at 0040 on 17.855/17.715/15.130 and at 0340 on 9.690). A
repeat of an earlier broadcast on Sunday at the same times and frequencies.

1345v-1350 Sports (B.R.T.). Usually begins with a run-down of events and standings in
the Belgian soccer league, Division I & Division 11, with a description and
analysis of one or two key games. Also includes other sports which either
take place in Belgium or involve Belgian participants: tennis, cycling,
motor racing, golf, etc.
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WEDNESDAY

1200-1210

1330a-1355

THURSDAY

0130-0145

0220-0225

ERIDAY
0130-0135

0240-0255

SATURDAY
1135-1155

Sports Fare (Radio Finland). Discussion of sports taking place in Finland or
of intemational events in which Finns are participating. An example is the
round the world yacht race currently underway. Quite naturally, cross-
country skiing is a big item, but so is soccer, tennis, rowing, etc. (21.550/
15.400. Repeated at 1315 on the same frequencies).

Latitude (Radio Canada International). Radio Canada’s program devoted to
culture in the north country, usually two or three segments per program.
Past programs have featured an author’s convention in Toronto, an inter-
view with a Quebec film-maker who is called the French Walt Disney, an
interview with an oboist for the St. John's Symphony Orchestra, exhibitions
of native Canadian art by women, etc. Quite a good program if you're
interested in general cultural concemns. (17.820/11.855/9.635).

lazz Scene UK. (BBC). Feature on the state of jazz in the UK, featuring music
by the best known British jazz artists, usually three or four songs per
program, always good selections. (5.975/9.915).

Socialism in Construction (Radio Bucharest). This is your meat if you like run
down of meaningless industrial statistics, such as tons of steel produces in
1985 compared to 1989. Get the picture? (11.940/11.830/9.570/9.510/
6.155/5.990. Repeated at 0420 on the same frequencies).

Economic Report (Radio Prague). Even before the recent events in Czecho-
slovakia, this program was discussing restructuring in the economic forum
in Czechoslovakia, including limited free-market enterprises and joint ven-
tures with western countries. Some programs also feature a particular
industry, such as metallurgy or the chemical industry. (5.930/7.345/9.540/
11.990. Repeated at 0330 on the same frequencies). Every other week.

Listeners’ Letterbox (Radio Bucharest). Although this program has the same
title as Radio Beijing’s mailbag program, it does not have the regularity of
appearance. It is sometimes aired on Fridays and sometimes not. You're
guess is as good as mine when it comes to guessing when this one is going
to appear. Reads listeners’ comments and answers 1o their questions.

Music from China (Radio Beijing). Features traditional Chinese music and
folk songs, the program usually organized around a single singer or folks
songs played on a particular instrument or from a particular region. Good
traditional Chinese music. (17.855. Repeated at 1235 on the same fre-
quency, at 0035 on 17.855/17.715/15.130 and at 0335 on 9.690).
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Deshnahons

Mitch Sams
PO. Box 780075
Wichita, KS 67278

Welcome to DESTINATIONS, a new col-
umn which each month explores a particular
location on the globe from a shontwave lis-
tener's slant. My name is Mitch Samsand I will
be in the editor’s chair every third month when
the topic will be Asia. This column is also
shared by two other editors: Don Moore and
Bob Brown. Don will take us through Latin
America while Bob is tour guide for the conti-
nent of Africa.

It is our hope that this column will provide a

forum for discussion conceming specific
locations on the globe and their radio net-
works.

INDIA

All aboard, our destination is India, one of the
most exotic places on earth to visit or hear on
the radio. From the other side of the globe
India’s radio voice can be heard on the intema-
tional bands as well as the tropical bands
(60,90,75 meters). The programming is dis-
tinctive and intriguing. The traditional Indian
music, sometimes referred to as “subcontine-
tal” music, rates in my book as some of the
most beautiful I've ever heard. And, from the
first time you hear the interval signal for the
government's shortwave voice, All India Ra-
dio, you'll never forget it and will always rec-
ognize it the next time you happen upon it.

English is the second language of India, going
back to her roots in the Britishempire. English
is heard quite often over extermal and regional
transmitters. Hindi (in the Devanagri script) is
the official language of India, but there are at
least 15 other languages which are recognized
and strongly used in various regions of the
country.
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Radio plays an important role in India. She
has the 2nd highest population of any country
in the world and is the 7th largest in land arca.
Television is relatively underdeveloped, and
with a high illiteracy rate that exists in the
rural areas, radio becomes one of the most
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etficient methods of communication. The
results of long-planned upgrades to the All
India Radio network are just now begin-
ning to be fullfilled. Recently new trans-
mitters have come on line with more planned
in the near future. It only means good
things for shortwave listeners as India
bristles with renewed shortwave activity.

All India Radio'sinternational service is
audible in North America on a fairly regu-



lar basis throughout the year. For me the most
consistant reception of AIR’s General Overseas
Service in english has been the 1330 UTC trans-
mission on 11810, 9565 or sometimes 15335
kHz. This service opens a few minutes before
1330 UTC with the flute interval signal and
follows with a news bulliten. 9565 kHz is
currently the best outlet to hear this broadcast
on. 11810 kHz has lately been inaudible (this
frequency has been in use since at least 1972
when [ first heard it).

Other times and frequencies to watch for Eng-
lish on the Intenational bands would be around
1845 to 2200 UTC on 11620 and 7412 kHz.
11620 is heard quite often at other times as well
in different languages. Or, the 1000 to 1100
UTC broadcast to the Pacific on 15155, 11925
or 11860 kHz. And another possibility is the
0000 to 0115 UTC transmission on 15110, not
often heard.

During periods of high sunspot activity one can
often hear the 0100 to 0400 UTC non-English
transmissions in the 15 and 17 MHz bands.

Tropical band DX from India has many pos-
_sibilities, but definately is seasonal in North
America. Peak reception time is now (Decem-
berthrough February) heard best just after local
sunrise. One can watch the dominant 90 and 60
meter crew change from Papua New Guineans
in September to Indonesians in October and
November as the favored propagation path
swings west. The first occurance of deep sub-
continental propagation may be marked by a
sudden absence of Indonesians one momning on
90 and 60 meters. The listencr may notice
stations on frequencies which are not normally
occupied and may hear that distinct Indian music
on frequencies usually carrying gamelan or

Directorate General
ALL INDIA RADIO
AKASHVANI BHAWAN,
PARLIAMENT STREET,

NEW DELHI-110001 INDIA

@

or Chinese opera. Reception usually peaks
just a few minutes after sunrise and may stay
in as much as 30 minutes longer.

I've noticed over the years that my loggings of
Indian regional stations on 60 and 90 meters
were more numerous in those years right
around the solar peak.

Right now DXers in North America are hear-
ing regional outlets in our localevenings on 60
meters (4860 and 4990 kHz). Check between
0000 and 0030 UTC.

QSLing All India Radio is not as easy as one
might expect. Response time is often several
months for reports of their external services,
and longer yet or even not at all for reports of
their regional outlets. Most reports are an-
swered from Delhi with the standard AIR QSL
card, even for regional reports mailed direct to
the transmitter site. Those reports are often
forwarded to Delhi. However there is one bit
of good news on the QSL front, most stations
have personel who speak English, so reports
to AIR in Hindi are not required.

One last thing, see the November Listener's
Notebook for an excellent listing of transmis-

sions from All India Radio.
s

732z and good hunting! Mitch Sams

The challenge: DXing Indian regionals on 90meters.

The following is a list of regional stations. An * indicates it was logged in N. Am
in the last three years: 3205 10kw AIR Lucknow* ,3295 10kw AIR Delhi *,3223
2.5kw AIR Simla, 3305 2kw AIR Ranchi, 3235 10 kw AIR Gauhati*, 3315
10kw AIR Bhopal*, 3255 50 kw? AIR Shillong *, 3345 2kw AIR Jammu, 3268
2kw AIR Kohima, 3355 10 kw AIR Kurseong *, 3277 7.5 kw AIR Srinagar,
3365 10kw AIR Delhi*, 3375 SOkw AIR Gauhati®.
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LiSie ner,s Dr. Harold Cones

2 Whits Court

Classroom Newport News VA 23606

Welcome to the first session of Listener’s Classroom. Each of you
will serve as an instructor in this classroom, since it will be your
questions that are answered each month by the most active people in
the hobby.

The question this month comes from no particular reader, but is rather
a topic of discussion at virtually all the shortwave gatherings I have
ever attended: “Wwhere are all the young listeners in the hobby?”
Indeed, data gathered by ANARC (the Association of North American
Radio Clubs), as well as NASWA, suggest that the average age of the
shortwave listener is increasing each year, and only a few, a very
small few, teenagers join our ranks annually. Many a beer (and root
beer) has been consumed pondering why this situation exists. The
usual answer offered up is that young folks today are hooked on the
instant gratification of computer games and simulations--bright
lights, fast action and friendly competition. The discugsion always
gets around to the fact that shortwave is a loner hobby and perhaps
young folks are too social to indulge in such things. “Most peers,”
somaone will say, understand the significance of scoring eleven
2111ion points in a NINTENDO game, but very few understand the thrill
of receiving a QsL from Mauritius, especially when they have no idea
where Maurtius is”. Peer pressure?

Oother reasons surface. Modern shortwave receivers are like instant
Tvs--turn them on, and BINGO, instant gratification. No ski111
involved, save that of knowing how to push a button. Remember when

you had to wait for a receiver to warm up before you could listen to
it? And once it was warm, there were a myrid of controls to set “just
80.” Often you had spent many hours in building the receiver from a
kit and erecting the antenna. Hearing a station on one of the old
“tubers” meant you had to have operator skill, and there was a real
sense of pride 1n using your own gear to hear the low-powered stations
that existed in the “old days~. Perhaps, for the fast-moving teenager
of today, there is “no big whoop” involved in the technological black
boxes that are called "state of the art” receivers, especially when
they are receiving million-watt stations on built-in whip antennas.
wonder what would happen if shortwave were introduced to today's teen
via the challenge of a Hallicrafters S-38 or a Knight Space Spanner?

My youngest daughter recently become interested in photography. To
encourage her, I set out in search of Popular Photography, the larger
of the two photography magazines I remembered from years back. When I
finally found one, it was a very thin version of its former self and
was combined with another photography magazine to boot. when 1 was
younger, photography (and ehortwave listening, for that matter) was a
major hobby, especially among teens and college students--now I find
the two major photography magazines combined into one, obvioualy
because there was not enough interest to support two. where, I
wonder, are all the hobbyists in photography? Could it be that the
ads for “miracle cameras” scared them away--just as shortwave
receivers have become computers that also receive broadcast stations,
modern cameras are computers that also take pictures. Perhaps knowing
that a good picture resulted from your ability to measure light, set
f-stops and calculate exposure once provided the thrill in the hobby.
On the old technology cameras, a good picture was a measure of your
sk111, rather than a measure of the freshness of your batteries.

As the father of two teenagers, 1 often see school work sat aside as
teens and college students take part-time jobs to support cars, girls,
and clothing stores. The latest data says that a whopping 90X of high
school students hold part-time jobs--90%! This high work rate is
uniquely Americsn--the figure is 40% for Canada and only 2% for Japan.
Could it be that modern American teenagers do not have time for a
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hobby? Has shortwave Jlistening waned for the young, Jjust as
photography has, because of a lack of time to devote to a hobby that
provides no sense of thrill and accomplishment? Although certainly
not a Gallop poll, I asked 550 Introductory Biology students at an
urban 4-year college, "Do you have a hobby?"” Only 8% answered yes. I
don’t know if I should be sad, sympathetic, or mad. At least it is
something to ponder. I think I will lend my Hallicrafters $-120 to
the young man up the street who has expressed a minor interest in the

hobby. If I can just bring back some of the thrill, excitement and
romance for him---------- .

Next month I would 1like to feature your question 1in Listener's
Classroom. Remember, I will be asking others to answer your
questions, so it may take awhile for your answer to appear. I will
look forward to hearing from you.

FOR SALE: CUSTOMIZED BEAM HEADINGS (FROM/TO) AND DISTANCES (M1/KM)
TO OVER 435 WRTH-89 TRANSMITTER SITES. USEFUL IN SELECTING ALTERNATE
TRANSMISSIONS AND CHOOSING LISTENING TIMES BASED ON DISTANCES. ITuU
COUNTRY CODES INCLUDED. SEND YOUR LOCATION/COORDINATES, $6.25.
"PASSPORT TO WORLDBAND RADIO™ '89, $9.75. WRTH '87, $8.50. GILFER
"CONFIDENTIAL FREQUENCY LIST" AND MGUIDE TO RTTY FREQUENCIES #6,
$4.00. ALL ITEMS INCLUDE SHIPPING. CASHIERS CHECK OF MONEY ORDER,
PLEASE. AL DREHMANN, ROUTE 2, BOX 3-8, TRYON, NC 28782. PHONE (704)
894-3398, NOT COLLECT.

FOR SALE: KENWOOD R-5000 RECEIVER WITH 6 KHZ, 2.4, 1.8, AND .5 KHZ
FILTERS, SP-940 EXTERNAL SPEAKER WITH AUDIO FILTERS, ALL IN MINT
CONDITION. ALSO PALOMAR PA-360, GROVE MINI-TUNER 3, ALPHA-DELTA
SLOPEE ANTENNA, BRAND NEW, NEVER USED. 1990 "PASSPORT TO WORLDBAND
RADIO", 1990 WRTH AND THREE YEARS TO "MONITORING TIMES" STARTING
JANUARY, 1990. ALSO INCLUDED ARE STATION PENNANTS AND Sw BOOKS.
EVERYTHING FOR $1,000.00. STEPHEN LEITE, 190 HEALY STREET, FALL
RIVER, MA 02723. PHONE (508) 675-2830 FROM 2100 TO 0100 UTC.

WANTED: RECEIVER IN $1000 TO $2000 PRICE RANGE (NO R-71A, PLEASE).
MUST OPERATE ON 12VOC. MODIFIED OKAY. DR. RICHARD E. WOOD. P.O.
BOX 5074, HILO, HI 96720. PHONE (808) 966-6421, 0500-0800 UTC ONLY.

FOR SALE: PANASONIC RFB-300 WITH MANUAL GOOD CONDITION, BUT LCD
LIGHT IS OUT. PRICE $75.00. SONY 2001 WITH MANUAL AND SERVICE MANUAL.
LCD LIGHT STAYS ON WiTH POWER PACK. GOOD CONDITION. PRICE $75.00.
BOTH RECEIVERS 5$100.00 IF PURCHASED TOGETHER. JAMES STREITMATTER,
1515 MIAMI, APT. 1, SOUTH BEND, IN. PHONE (219) 287-2098.

8WL - (a PC to Kenwood R-5880 control Program) controls a R-5880
Communications Recelver from an IBM PC XT or AT or compatible
personal computer. It shows, in real time as you turn the dlial,
full {information on memory channels including name of station,
mode, function, when last heard, SINPO, and comments as well as
frequency and local and UTC time. SWL computerizes logging of
stations and printing of log report. It backups memory to disk
for archive and even allows for quick changes of multiple groups
of 100 memories. This program has been tested by Kenwood Commu-
nications and is on their software list. This program supports
color and mono monitors and both serial ports and has full docu-
mentation.

SWL is avallable with a money back satisfaction guarantee for
$49.95. Send a check or money order to: Timothy R. Hickman;
1342 Brook Road; Baltimore, MD 21228
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Technical
Topics

Ted Benson, WAGBEJ
14705-8 Watsonwville Road
Morgan Hill, CA 95037

BELATED THANKS

Before I begin this month's column, I think a few thanks are in order. First, I would like to thank
all of you who expressed concern when no December Technical Topics Column appeared. No, |
didn't finally succumb to the earthquake. Instead, the U.S. Postal Service apparently laid some
"QRM" on my column. Second, I would like to thank all of you who wrote with your offers of
help, concern, and best wishes after our October earthquake. In particular, I would like to thank
NASWA member Bob Rydzewski and his 7racious wife Jan. These folks live right in the middle
of the epicenter area. Even so, when they found that I had sent my wife and kids to a safer area,
and that | was temporarily alone through the holidays, the Rydzewskis "adopted” me. They
treated me to a wonderful weekend of home cooking and radio talk. I have a suspicion, though,
that Bob also wanted the opportunity to show off his new NRD-525! Anyway, this has shown me
that although NASWA is a nationwide organization, we are still a friendly and even personal

group. Well done, NASWA!

NOISE

With the coming of winter, much of the
QRN, or natural noise, has retreated until
the return of summer. Static crashes,
atmospheric noise, and sudden changes in
Broragalion are at a seasonal low. )

nfortunately, QRM, or man made noise, is
always with us. There are some things that
can be done about QRM - if you know the
causes, and how to eliminate them.

Light dimmers, especially the older ones, can
generate the most obnoxious buzz almost
everywhere in the shortwave spectrum,
Similar noise can be heard from "rapid-start”
fluorescent lights. Finding the noise source
involves classical direction finding
techniques. A portable receiver with
exiernal antenna input is ideal. Fashion a
wire loop, or obtain a UHIF TV "rabbit car”
loop, and connect it to the receiver. The
loop will be very directional, with a peak
being in the plane of the loop. Because the
loop is rather insensitive, you will be able to
“sniff” out the noise source by going roon o
room. Don't forget outside i lin;i fixtures,
including the mercury and sodium ligius you
can buy [or your yard. Once you have found
the offending item, how do you silence it? If
the item plugs into the wall, you can obtain
an effective noise supresor that plugs-in
between the wall and the noise source. 1f it
is a hard-wired item, you can obtain nose
suppressor that can be wired across the
source itself - these are available from
clectronic supply houses. For the ambitious,
the Amateur Radio Hundbook, published by
the American Radio Relay League, has
many excellent circuits you can build yourselt
for noise suppression. ’¥‘heir QORM
Handbook is also an excellent source of
information about noise detection and
suppression.

INTERFERENCE

The term interference can cover a wide
range of problems. The most common
complaint of shortwave listeners is really
front-end receiver overload. This problem is
usually observed as phantoin stations
appearing where they don't belong, or re-
agpcaring at frequent intervals along the
shortwave spectrum.

Two things can happen when front-end
overload occurs. The most common
“phantom signal” problem occurs when a
strong signal, on a frequency other than the
one the receiver is tuned to, sneaks into the
receiver, and mixes with the receiver's LLF.
signal, generating a new signal. The new
signal is "received” by the radio as though it
were a legitimate signal.

The other symptom of froni-end overload is
the "dead radio” syndrome. The radio
appears totally numb, even though an
antenna is connected to it. It may occur on
only a few frequencies, or all across the
spectrum. This symptom occurs because the
amplifier in the receiver saturates with too
much signal.

In either cause of front-end overload, the
cures are the same. First, turn-down the RF
Gain control on your receiver, if it has one,
or insert an attenuator in-between the
antenna and the receiver. Again, the
Amateur Radio Handbook has the plans for
building an attenuator, or you can buy one at
Radio Shack. You simply switch or cﬁal in
sufficient attenuation to solve the problem,
but not so much that you eliminate the signal
you want to hear.

For stubborn cases, like those encountered
when living near AM broadcast towers, a
tuneable filter may be required. Plans are
available from the aforementioned
huandbook, or from previous FRENDX
columns.
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SCRATCHES

If you are like me, seeing the cat skid across
the top of your new receiver is enough to
drive you insane. I am still waiting for
chemusts to develop a plastic that won't
develop thousands of scratches when you rub
it with a clean cloth. In the mean time, there
is a way to hide scratches when they rear
their ugly heads. Find a very clean cloth (I
use thick bath towels when my wife isn't
looking) and agpl a liberal amount of
furniture polish - ze sure it's the type labeled
safe for acrylic finishes. Let the polish soak
in for a few minutes, then wipe it off
vigorously with a dry part of the cloth. You
may have to repeat this a couple of times to
do the trick, but when finished it will look
good, and will actually extend the life of the
plastic.

ALL STRUNG OUT?

Older receivers, as well as some of the newer
models, use dial cord to move a pointer in an
analog display. With age, this cord can
become splippery, or even break. It is casier
than most people think to re-string a dial
cord. Most clectronic supply houses stock
small spools of dial cord. 1t is special
material with a strong inner core of nylon,
and a rough, woven outer skin to grip dial
wheels. If your cord is still in place, examine

it carefully before replacing it. Note the
direction of the windings, and how many
turns go over cach wheel or shaft. It's best to
write these things down before removing the
old cord. If the cord is already broken, try
three or four turns around each shaft or
wheel for good traction. The effort to re-
string 4 wheel is well-rewarded when you
regain the smooth tuning your receiver had
when it was new.

SOUNDS GOOD TO ME...

It has always amazed me how many
expensive shortwave receivers are
manufactured with tiny, bad sounding
sgeakers. The ultimate purpose of a
shortwave receiver is to supply a desired
signal to your ears. It doesn't matter how
good the receiver's internals are if the signal
you hear is not a faithful reproduction o
what the broadcaster spent a lot of time and
money to send you. You can do a lot for the
sound of your receiver by cboosing the right
external speaker. Much of tbe audio
interference on shortwave is in the high
frequency range, like the ringini or squealing
of two stations close together. A large
sgeuker is more efficient at converting
electrical energy to sound energy than a
small one, and has the added benefit of
enhancing lower frequencies. Select at least
a 6" speaker, and look for one designed for
mid or low range frequencies (a “woofer”).
The speaker can be placed in a wooden box
(which further emphasizes low frequency
reproduction) or it can be built-into a wall or
console. After only a short time you will
notice how rested a'our cars will feel, even
after long hours of listening.
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YULE LOGS

A log isn't necessarily what you burn in the
fireplace at the end of the year. Now is a
good time to look over your log from the
year gone by. Are there stations you haven't
sent reception reports to? These days many
international and utility stations take a long
time to QSL, so sending a report a month or
two after the logging won't be noticed. After
you have cleaned-out your 1989 log, how

about thinking of a new, more efficient
format for your log. Look over what you
have accumulated this year. What would
have made it casier to use? Would you be
better off to change, delete, or add
categories to be filled in?

Just as important as your record keeping is
your reception report. Do you use a
prcgarcd card, or do you write letters for
cach report? With increasing postage costs
you might want to consider switching to
postcards. They can still be typed on for a
neater appearance, and most shops that
advertise for ham radio QSL card printin,
can do a fine job on SWL cards as well. By
reducing the things you report in a letter to
fill-in sections of a card, you cut the time it
takes to complete a report, and this makes it
more likely that you will actually send the
relgon. instead of letting it pile up with the
others in your log.

MORSE CODE

During this season we are indoors a great
deal of the time. What better occasion to
learn something new, like Morse Code, for
instance. There are Morse Code, or "CW"
signals available all across the shortwave
spectruni. They can be from ships at sea,
amateur radio operators, or military in
origin. It's much more enjoyable if you can
understand what they are saying. 1 once
made friends in a crowded mowvie theater
while watching a spy movie. In a particular
scene, the spy was receiving instructions from
his shortwave radio. Except that what was
being sent in Morse Code said: “If you can
understand this message you are cogying 10
words per minute..."! Several of us broke out
laughing in an otherwise serious scene, and
after the movie we introduced ourselves to
cach other. You can likewise amaze your
friends and devastate your enemies by
learning the code. You have a choice of
many excellent cassette tape courses, as well
as some courses designed to run on your
computer. Either way, it's fun, you aren't
under any pressure, and you have lots of time
indoors to devote.

Well, that's about it for this year. I hope you
have enjoyed reading Technical Topics as
much as I have enjoyed bringing it to you. |
look forward to another year with FRENDX,
and would like to renew my invitation for
suggestions, criticisms, and especially for
gucest articles. Become famous! Write an
article for Technical Topics. Happy
Hanukkah, Merry Christmas, and may you
all have a great new year.




Listener’s
Library

John Bryant, AlA

Route 5, Box 14

Stitwater, OK 74704
Compuserve 74730.2145

reetings from the Library and Happy

New Year! Since this is your first visit
to the Library (and mine, too!!) we will
spend a little time wandering around the
shelves this month to discover how to use
this new Library to benefit each of us as we
pursue the hobby of shortwave radio.

First, why a NASWA Listeners’ Library?
It is an attempt to develop a tool that we can
each use to try to access the tons of informa-
tion relevant to our individual hobby inter-
ests. Over the years, when I have accidently
happened on a receiving antenna article in
QST or a good propagation article in a
Canadian ham magazine, 1'd say to myself,
“Why doesn’t NASWA have a column to tell
me about listener-related info available
from the amateur community?"’ Every time
I'd see an announcement of a new atlas or
travel book in the “civilian” press I'd say,
*“Wonder what a radio man would think of
this? 1 wish NASWA ...etc”” Well, I asked
the Editor in Chief of the Journal those
questions and one thing lead to another....
I'm really excited about it! WITH YOUR
HELP, we can make these two pages very
helpful to us all—no longer will we each
have to try to skim everything in sight. With
help from enough contributors, we ought to
know about everything that’s available of
interest. We will also be building an infor-
mation data base from month to month
(your mother called it a bibliography!) that
you can compile yourself or order annually
from the new NASWA Company Store.

A few words about what is NOT going to
be covered in Listeners’ Library: Due to
space limitations, we will not cover **hard-
core’’ SWBC material. We will not review
WRTH, Passport, PopComm, Monitoring
Times or the excellent new version of Popu-
lur Electronics. Most of us take or regularly
gain access to copies of these basic refer-
ences and magazines. We also will not be
able to review the several basic introductory
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texts available in the hobby (such as the
excellent Shorrwave Listening Handbook by
NASWAnR Harry L. Helms). The above,
plus the absolutely unparalleled “DXing
with the Experts” edited by NASWA Board
member Gerry Dexter are really the basic
informational floor of the hobby. If you
don’t have them, try your local library. If
they don't have them, use the Inter-Library
Loan service at your local library to take a
peak before you buy.

So what do we have in the Listeners’
Library? EVERYTHING ELSE that’s radio
related in every media including books,
magazines, audio and video tapes and com-
puter software! More about the structure of
the Library later...let’s wander around the
shelves.

Around The World

The Hard Way

When I recently discovered Danziger’s Tra-
vels: Beyond Forbidden Frontiers, by Nick
Danziger, I shivered all over...here is a man
who actually took the trans-Asian trip that I
described in my ‘“’factional’’ articles in
FRENDX last year. The miracle is that he
lived to tell about it! Nick is a young
Englishman who received a Churchill Fel-
lowship in 1984 1o follow The Great Silk
Road from Damascus to Beijing, right
through both the Iran-Iraq War and the
Afghan War. He got across Afghanistan
with help from the rebels and should not
have lived through the experience. He hitch-
hiked into China from Pakistan, becoiming
the first foreigner to ever travel the secret
strategic road connecting northern Pakistan
and Kashgar, Xinjiang! Nick is a superb
writer with a real gift for showing us the
normal people and scenes of some of the
most fabled and inaccessible areas of the
world. This is the first book I've read in
years that I literally could not lay down! It is
a five star special. (Contributed by Don



Jensen and John Bryant)

Kevin Atkins of Alabama checked in to
Library with several super recommenda-
tions. One of the most intriguing was Gan-
dhi's Children by Trevor Fishlock. Mr.
Fishlock is a British correspondent who
lived in India for several years. His book is
an examination of contemporary India. One
of the most revealing aspects of the book
deals with how many Indians use the Hindu
faith to reconcile the sometimes harsh con-
ditions of life on the Subcontinent. Several
pages are devoted to Indian media, includ-
ing newspapers, films and All-India Radio.
Kevin said that for the first time ever, he felt
that he understood a good deal about India.
A great find Kevin. Thanks!

Antennas—A Different View

If you are an antenna buff or wish to become
one, a look at HF Antennas for All Locations
is highly recommended. The author is Brit-
ish engineer and radio amateur Mr. L.A.
Moxon, G6XN. This book is intended for
radio amateurs. However, there are many
features which can be very helpful to us
SWL types. I am not sure whether it is
because there is a slightly separate technical
tradition in Great Britain or whether Mr.
Moxon is simply a creative genius, but this
book has a good deal to offer us that is dis-
tinctly different from US amateur radio.
Moxon thoroughly discusses antenna loca-
tion and the effect of the immediate sur-
roundings on antenna gain. I found this
section very helpful when picking DXpedi-
tion locations. He is also one of the only
authors I’'ve found who discussed the phe-
nomenal seaside coastal effect. Finally, this
book illustrates many wire-based directional
antennas that look very interesting. Buy this

one, or at least use Intcr Library Loan to take
a look at it. (Contributed by Bryant)

One Of The Best Three
Articles I've Ever Read...

If you want to really improve your DXing,
use Inter Library Loan and request a photo-
copy of an article with a daunting title:
“Influence of the Ground near Transmitting
and Receiving Aerials on the Strength of
Medium Frequency Skywaves.” This article
is the best and one of the only studies of the
“coastal effect” that I've run across. The
article describes studies by BBC engineers
which indicate that it is possible to boost the
strength of received signals by up to ten
times by getting very close to the sea coast.
Even though the tests were done at medium
wave frequencies, the same effect is also
very noticeable at tropical band frequencies.
Apparently, you need a fairly large body of
water to get much of this almost magical
effect. However, if I lived around one of the
Great Lakes, I'd use Beverage Onna Bush
techniques (FT's Proceedings 1989) and
check it out. How ’bout it, you Canadian
Latin buffs? (Nick Hall-Patch, John Bryant)

Give The Old Librarian
A Hand!

I'm willing to wager that every NASWAn
has favorite books and articles that many of
the rest of us would like to hear about. Drop
me a line here at the Library, or upload
some E-Mail to me on Compuserv as noted
on the masthead. Libraries are only as good
as their patrons, or something like that.
There is a lovely young lady who needs help
finding the 364 stacks, so I must go... See
ya in 30.
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NASWA
Porirails

Tom McElvy

PO. Box 9645

Norfolk. VA 23505-0645
Compuserve 73677,2351

Welcome to the first issue of & new decade!
1990 is sure to bring in more than anyone had
dreamed, and the looks of the Journal is just one
of those things! With the skillful help of Dr.
Cones, Bob Brown and all those who make up
the new Graphics Committee, you are going to
see a Journal that will surprise you! So, keep
your eyes peeled!

This month, we hear from another editor for
NASWA, Alex Bateman, from North Carolina.
Alex writes...

“] started DXing when | was a high school
student back in 1963. 1 originally started out to
be a ham operator, and | purchased a Lafayette
receiver and a Heathkit transmitter. By the time |
had put the transmitter
together, 1 had become

back into radio as seriously as | did, but hearing
Kol Israel, the BBC, Radio Moscow and all the
other stations, | remembered from my high
school days and quickly turned shortwave radio
into just as big an obsession as it once was. By
the end of February, 1 had logged 50 countries
and was whetting my appetite for more.

“Somewhere in April, 1 received a sample copy
of FRENDX following an inquiry, and read an
ad, searching for an editor for a new column. |
responded to Bill Oliver, and have been writing
“Easy Listening” ever since May of that year. In
the past couple of years, | have also been writing
for Larry Magne’s Passporr 7o Workiband
Radw, and plan 10 continue doing both as long
as they will have me.

“For a vocation, | teach

seduced by the intern-
ational broadcasts 1 could
pick up on shortwave and
wound up a confirmed
SWL rather than a ham (1
eventually let my novice
license expire). 1 spent an
awful lot of time with that
Lafayette receiver over the

as seriously

«_./ hadn’t meant fo get back in

nearing...and all the other
stations / remembered my high
school/ days...quickly turned
shortwave radio into Just as big
an obsession as it once was... *

English, previously  at
LSU, now at Appalac-
hian State University in
Boone, North Carohna.
One of the advantages
this profession gives me
is that so much of my
ume is unstructured, 1
have plenty of time 16

as did, but

-e- Alex Bateman

next three years and my
proudest catch at that time
was Sudan (1 still have the QSL letter stored in a
box..somewhere...).

“When | went away to college in 1966, | left the
radio at home, feeling that for the next few years
1 wouldn't have the time for it, fearing it would
interfere with my studies. When | came home, 1
half-heartedly tried the old receiver again but the
years of non-use had left it non functional and 1
had developed other interncts by that time, so for
a long period, | did nothing whatsoever with
shortwave listening.

In January 1985 when | was teaching at LSU in
Baton Rouge, | acted on a spur of the moment
impulse and went into a Radio Shack to purchase
a DX-360. While | was there, the clerk men-
tioned another model with digital input; three
days later 1 went back and purchased the DX-400
portable, which 1 am still using today (I am
planning in the future to upgrade to a better
model). At the time | really had not meant to get
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hsten in both the mor-
ning and evening hours
when most English broadcasts are beamed to
North America. As a matter of fact, | can think
of nothing 1 do during the day that I enjoy more
than the time | spend reviewing programs for the
Easy Listening column. I still do some DXing
from time to time, but | rarely write for QSL
cards. | now find 1 gct almost the same thrill out
of finding a new station whose programs 1 can
use (lick Voice of the United Arad Emirates or
R. Yugoslovia) as | once did. 1 suspect now that |
will be listening to shortwave radio the rest of my
life.”

Many thanks, Alex, and hope you continue your
fine work for NASWA!

Best of 73 to you all, and hope to see your
biography soon!

o~




Company

Richard A. D’
Store RS
Wyomissing, PA 19610

Welcome to the grand opening of the NASWA Company Store.

A number of months ago, Chuck Rippal and Harold Cones asked me if I would be
interested in helping the club establish a Company Store to give members an
opportunity to purchase hobby related "goodies". One three letter answer later -
yes - and the NASWA Company Storg was born. My thanks to Chuck, Harold, Bill
Oliver and the Executive Council for giving Don Moore and I an opportunity to do
sonsthing special for the membership. I'd like to add a special thank you to John
Bryant for all his advise, assistance, and above all, his friendship. Without
John's "godfather advise® things wouldn't have jelled as rapidly as they have.

As Chuck mentioned in last month's From The Executive Editor, the NASWA

Company Stors will be handling sweatshirts, T shirts and other clothing items
featuring the club’'s new logo. In addition, Don Moore has been searching the NASWA
archives for interesting articles printed in the bulletin over the years for our
Reprint Service. It is our hope that the NASWA Reprint Service will become

a valuable addition to the hobby by providing a research outlet for today's
shortwava hobbyist.

Now, what does the NASWA Company Store have to offer today????????7772?2?277777?

To get things rolling in the clothing end of the business, we are offering
gweatshirts and T shirts in NASWA Royal Blue. The new NASWA logo, in white
lettering, will appear over the heart. The sweatshirt is made by Russell Athletic;
the T shirt is a Hanes Beefy T. Both are excellent additions to any DXers
wardrobel!! They are available in Small (S), Medium (M), Large (L), and Extra
Large (XL) sizes.

Long Sleeve Sweatshirt UsS$§20.00
Short Sleeve T-shirt Us$§ll.00

The price includes shipping via UPS direct to U.S.A. based customers from our
supplier. Shipping costs to Canada will require another US$3.50 for Canadians
living in “major metropolitan areas®. Unfortunately, we are unable to ship to
"rural” addresses in Canada. If you live overseas and you are interested in
purchasing a sweatshirt or T shirt write to me and we will try to "work out an
arrangement®. There will be an extra US$2.00 charge for Extra, Extra Large (XXL)
sized sweatshirts and a US$1.00 extra charge for XXL sized T shirts. Orders for
all clothing items go to me at the address in the masthead. Be the best dressed
DXar in your shack!

A brief word on how orders will be handled. Each month I will send a list of all
orders to be processed to our supplier. All shipments will be made by our supplier
direct to you. I will not be handling the merchandise you are ordering. As a
general rule, I will not be maintaining an inventory. Therefore, it could take
between 4 to 6 weeks for you to receive your order. The first order will be placed
on or about February lst.

The NASWA Company Store will be represented at the Third Annual Winter SWL
Festival in Kulpsville, PA on 23 - 25 Fabruary 1990. I will have a small supply
of sweatshirts, T shirts and Reprint Service Catalogues available for purchase
at the FEST. I hope to see you there.

Remember, the best dressed DXers wear the NASWA Royal Blue! Check out page 2 to
see the first DXer to wear the club’'s smart looking sweatshirt. Watch for
additions to our clothing line as we head into summer.

The NASWA Company Score
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Beprint Sexvice

Reprints of significant articles appearing in the pages of the bulletin over the
years will be offered through our Reprint Service Catslogue. Our premier
catalogue, Edition #1, is scheduled to be available in mid-January. It will
contain approximately 100 reprints divided into the following subject areas:

Receivers

General DXing/SWlLing

Antennas

Other Equipment and Miscellaneous
Technical Information

Latin Amserica

Computers

Propagation

History

Humor

Miscellaneous

For just US§1.00, you can order a copy of the Reprint Service Catalogue from
the NASWA Company Store.

Pricing for reprints will be on a per page basis with a US$2.00 minimum order. If
a desired reprint is 4 pages, then multiple the number of pages by the following
rates:

US$0.15 per page in the United States and Canada;
US$0.16 per page worldwide via surface rate;
US$0.20 per page worldwide vis airmail;

US$0.20 per page in the United States and Canada;
US$0.21 per page worldwide via surface mail;
US$0.25 per page worldwide via airmail;

When placing orders please remember
that this service is manned by
volunteers and filling your order
could take several weeks - thank you.

All additions to the Reprint Service
Catalogus will be announced as they
happen. Watch these pages for
subsequent updates.

Until next month, stay warm (and a
NASWA sweatshirt will help you stay
wars!!!) and good DX.

73 - RAD

To the right is your editor and
NASWA Company Store Manager
wearing the club’s new official
sweatshirct.

The NASWA Company Store —
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COMMITTEE TO PRESERVE RADIO VERIFICATIONS

JERRY BERG, Chairperson « 38 Eastern Ave. « Lexington, MA 02173+ (617) 861-8481

law parass ‘'US ‘..
. 1

THEY = e Vove
AMALIADO 000

e T SN B ANA - CUBA

-1

Hey, what are these
*contemporary® verles dolng on
The Page?! Heck, 1‘m old enough
to actually remember a couple of
these statlons. +++ The cara
from Raglo Salas Is a reminger
that Cuba used to have a goodly
number of private shortwave
stations, many of them, |ike
Salas, operating in the
9000-9500 kHz. "out of 31 meter®
band. This card is from 1941,
but they were still on the air
in 1959 when I heard ‘em. They
remalned active untll °you know
who® took over. +++ Sharp eyed
old timers may rcecognize the
call letters on this 1947 card
from La Voz de! Yuna--HIZ2T and
HI3T. Correct! Those were two
of the calls used by La Voz
Dominicana, the maln 50‘s
Dominican Republic shor twave
broadcaster into which Yuna
apparently metamorphosized. La
Voz’s card even looked a llttle
like this one. This verl shows
Yuna on 7275 kHz., a strange
frequency for a Latin even back
then. Statlon llists from those
days conflrm that as thelr
frequency, however. The main
channels for La Voz were 5970
and 9735. +++ Ah yes, Radlo
Carlbe, also late of the
Daminican Republlc. This one
came on the alr from Cludad
TruJillo around 1960 using 6090
and 9505 kHz. Although they
professed to be a prlvate
statlon, they served as the
volce of the TruJillos untll
they were driven from power. I
st1]] have a newspaper cllpping
showing falthtful listeners
stonlng the Radlo Carlbe
bullding during the regime’s
lest dzys. +++ Interested In
stickers expressing the wish
that your GSL’s be donated to
CPRV when the time comes? Send
a SASE to CPRV Reglstered
Collections Coordlinator John
Herk imer, P.0. Box 54,
Caledonla, NY 14423, for full
detalis. +++ TI11] next time--

X

A Committee of the Association o! North American Radio Clubs
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LOUDENRI Y o

HIGH ATOP A MOUNTAIN
SOMEWHERE IN TIB ET

MR, FERGUSON

THE OLD MON X HAS JUST RETURN ED FROM HIS ANNUAL TRIP

TO THE LOWLANDS TO BRING BACK THE SUPPL Y OF YAK CURDS

THAT WILL LAST US T HROUGH THE WINTER. AT THAT T IME HE
PICKED UP YOUR LETTER AND RETURNE D IT TO ME JUST p@

TODAY.

IT HAS BEEN A LONG TIM E SINCE YOU HEARD FROM ME. AS YOU

KNOW I CAME HERE MANY YEARS AGO, TO MEDITATE ON THE MEANING

OF LIF E, SHORTLY AFTER MY ENFORCED RETIREM ENT AS A

FRENDX COLUMNI ST. I HAVE DON E NO WRITING SINCE THEN AND

IN FAC T YOU CAN SEE THAT MY OLD TYPEWR ITER HAS SUFFER ED FROM
THE LONG INACTIVITY.

WHILE I MUCH APP RECIA TE MR RIPPEL®S OFFER AND WHILE I HOPE
SOMEDAY TO MAKE A COMEBACK, NOW IS NOT THE RIGHT TIME FO R ME
TO DO S§O.

I DOUBT THA T MY BUSY MEDITAT ION SCH EDUL E WILL EVER ALLOW

A REGULAR COL UMN IN PRINT. BUT MAYB E I CAN PROVID E MR
RIPPEL WITH SOME OF OL® CL'S WOND ERFUL 92727

W7 MIT AND WISDOM NOW AND AGAIN.

TO M Y OLD PR IENDS, FEAR NOT. CHARLIE LIVES. MAYBE IT WILL

BE POSSIBLE LATER IF I GET SO ME TYPER OIL TO L I M BER UP

THIS CURSED MACHINE. UNTIL SOME FUTURE TIME, MR. F
CHOW
YE SCRIBE, CH ARL IE LOUDEN BO OMER...::s cocece oooss
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Listener’s N
Notfebook e2eneine

COPYRIGHT NOTICE: BBC Monitoring Service items (WB! for World
Broadcasting Information) are copyright and may not be reproduced
without BBCM permission.

ANTARCTICA - Radio Nacional - LRA 36 is back on 15476 with a much better
signal than when last heard in January. Now USB and Full Carrier.
Heard from 2158 to an early closing of 2334. (Ernie Behr, Kenora,
Ontario via Glenn Hauser on 'RCI's SWLD 12/9)

ARGENTINA - Changes to RAE broadcasts. Monitoring research 17-2¢ Nov
89. Monitoring observations and announcements on RAE's English
service from 17th-28th November indicated changes to weekend
broadcasts. English programmes would be suspended on Saturdays and
Sundays due to a change of premises. No mention was made of when
they would return to normal. English transmissions are now as
follows: 1638-1738(Mon~Fri) to Eur & Afr 15345; 21-22(Mon,Wed,Fri)
Eur & Afr 15345; @1-82(Mon-Fri) to the Americas on 1171¢; 93-¢4 (Mon-
Fri) to the Americas on 1171¢. On Tuesdays and Thursdays the 21@¢¢
gmt broadcast is in German and on Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th
November a programme in Spanish was observed. (WBI 11/24) On 11/22
RAE EE Pgm on 11718, the 81 broadcast. The announcer said RAE in new
building and that micro-programs are out for now, but that some would
be reinstated such as Mailbag, DXers Special. Mailing address has
not changed. Programming for now will consist of news and music.
RAE, Buenos Aires heard on two frequencies again 9696 & 1171¢ in EE
at @1. (Exnie Behr, Kenora, Ontario via Glenn Hauser on 'RCI's SWLD
12/9) & I'm (bmm)noting them same but not announcing 969¢ on 12/16 &
still just ‘'News & Music', but Nick Terrence, NY heard them on
11709.9 at @120 in EE w/news then mailing address Box 555, 1¢@¢
Buenos Aires then music till @135 followed by "DX Show". Weak signal
w/splatter from VOFC start-up on 11715 on 12/14.

Radio Belgrano Reactivated:Gabriel Ivan Barrera, Argentina hears
Radlo Belgrano LYR2 on 11781.2 reactivated after 12 years.. from *12-
20* in SS only 1 KW w/strong het from Radio Nacional de Amazonia Test
transmission on 11/28 & regular programming on 11/26 & 11/28.
Requesting reception reports to: Mr. Noberto Cisilli, Chief of
Programs. (Ed Janusz, NJ via letter from Gabriel 1Ivan Barrera)
15780USB, 231¢-2328¢, R. Rivadavia, Buenos Aires(per PWBR98), non stop
tango music. Weak but readable & mixing w/Iceland on 11/28 (Flynn)
See Iceland! 15786.1USB, 2143-2155*, Radio El Mundo, §S, Ezl music
program presented By “Bardal®. 1ID as "LRl Radio El Mundo.* Suddenly
s/off at 2155. (Takeshi Sejimo in NTDXC Tune No. 78)

AUSTRALIA - Radio Australia tells me on 12/11 that the "RA Program"
uide just came out last Friday. Also a new calendar will be
available around December 18th. (bmm)

Radio Australia to undergo “dramatic changes® from 3rd December;
audience research officer appointed. Radio Australia, Melbourne, in
English 1230 gmt 19 Nov 89. Excerpt from “Communicator" report.

Radio Australia‘s English service is about to experience some
dramatic changes. The implementation date for our regional approach
to programming will be Sunday 3rd December. From that day, we will be
placing an emphasis on morning and evening broadcasts to the south-
west Pacific and Asia. The morning will offer a mix of news, current
affairs, short information segments and music, while at the other end
of the day you will be able to hear a wide selection of feature
programmes. These changes are based on an increasing volume of data
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broadcasting into thin air. A lot of what we do is guesswork, so your
reaction to what you hear is essential if we are to provide an even
better service. Audience research is a complicated and expensive
business and is unfortunately only available to the more well off
broadcasters.

Radio Australia acquired its own audience research officer only
recently. His name is (?mark Calvert). (WBI 11/24)

Further details of new external schedule: Radio Australia,
Melbourne, in English 1230 gmt 26 Nov 89. Excerpt of report: Exactly
seven days from now (on 3rd December) Radio Australia's English
service will undergo something of a transformation. Apart from
introducing a number of new programmes, we will be turning our
attention solely to the south west Pacific and Asia. We will be
offering a morning and evening service to both regions. The morning
programme, between 17-84 UTC, will combine news, current affairs,
short items and reports - and of course music. The evening
broadcasts, which fall roughly between @4-17 hours UTC, will reflect a
mor e relaxed style and include 1longer features accentuating
information about Asia and the Pacific and Australia‘'s interaction
with the two regions. Current programmes which will be with us after
next Sunday will have new broadcast times. I'm happy to repoort that
"Communicator® will still be here next week, 80 do please make of a
note of these broadcast times. Our evening broadcast to listeners in
Asia will be on Friday at 103@ and Sunday at 143@ UTC, while Pacific
listeners can hear us on Monday at @738 UTC... (WBI 12/1)

Via "Peter Bunn's, '0Z DX' Edition No. 51, Dec 89 is this article
that appeared in the Melbourne 'Age' 7 November 1989, “Comment" by
Michael Barnard - Just What is Going on at Radio Australia? "Radio
Australia, the hIghly regarded shortwave ambassador which, for 58
years, has been projecting Australia around the world, in later years
with daily audiences in the tens of millions, 1is facing a crisis of
identity and staff morale.

Changes to be crystallised next month, following a top-level ABC
review and executive restructuring, including early retirements, will
significantly constrict the target area of this once expansive world
service to the Asia-Pacific region. New programming philosophies and
emphases, open to varying interpretations, are being introduced.

Most of the changes are expected to be in place before the new
general manager of Radio Australia, career diplomat Richard
Broinowski, presently ambassador to South Korea, takes over in-
January. Staff critics claim the new philosophy is being "bulldozed"
through. They want the agenda put on hold until the new head arrives
- even though, ironically, one concern arising from the new
programming philosophy is that it might be seen to be over-deferential
to the sensitivities of regional nations - in other words, a tool of
Foreign Affairs.

One directive put out by the head of English Language Programs (in
one sense the flagship of Radio Australia, and now at the heart of the
dispute) specifically cautions against "a confrontationist style of
interviewing"” and says producers "must avoid seeming to be voyeurs on
regional life". Another ELP document. "programs and Scheduling
Philosophy", issued in September, emphasises that "we do share many of
the same concerns in the areas of regional stability, economics and
business, social and political development. It is around these
similarities of interest, in the context of national differences, that
our programming must be centered".

A clearer concern, however, is the changing priorities in the
picture of Australia to be presented to the Asia-Pacific region when
the ™world service" effectively takes a dive in December. Even terms
such as "social engineering” are being applied to the revamping of
Australian content. As evidence, critics cite the dropping of popular
and established Australian character packages such as "Window on
Australia", "Along the Mighty Murray” and "You asked for it", a
program which has drawn thousands of letters from listeners inquiring
about facets of Australian life.

From December the new emphasis is to be on 'Woman of the
Asia/Pacific region', ‘'Aborigines of Australia', the environment,
education, law and so forth, the true test of which will rest on the
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philosophical (or ideological) agenda from which they are ultimately
shows to have been drawn. Precedents from SBS Radio, in which the
left has aggressively monopolised some ethnic programs, are not
encouraging.

Another issue contributing to staff unease is a mooted move by Radio
Australia from Burwood East to the planned new ABC centre at Southbank
in the city. Many staffers at various levels resent this, wishing to
remain as autonomous as possible from the home service. Unease has
reached such a pitch that, according to highly placed informants,
heads of departments attending a meeting last week with Radio
Australia's acting general manager, Geoff Heriot, were required
individually to signal their support for the management line through
what has been described to me as an "oath of allegiance”.

General dissatisfaction is expected to take a new this this week
with the likely submission to the Public service Union of a long
memorandum of concern from announcers and readers in the English
language section. This is expected to include strong criticism of the
outcome of the inquiry into Radio Australia by an ABC committee of
review consisting of Messrs Stuart Revill (convenor), pavid Hill and
Malcolm Long, whose report was published in August.

“Many staff members now feel that the review simply provided another
opportunity for a group of would-be gsocial reformers to tinker with
Radio Australia's programs®, one RA “dissident™ told me. *A study of
available submissions to the inquiry shows they offer little
justification for the change of direction in ELP program philosophy."

Not only the English Language section is caught up in the struggle,
however. Strikingly, another pending victim, despite the new regional
emphasis, is Radio Australia‘'s Japanese sec