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Bob Brown KW3F

N ASWA 238 Cricklewood Circle
Lansdale, PA 19446

CompuServe 74756,1557

N oies GEnie R.BROWN106
Packet KW3F @ WB3JOE

Welcome to the following new NASWA members -

Robert Alich, Natick, MA Moshe Moskowitz, Guttenberg, NJ
Ken Anderson, Ames, 1A Rafael Navarro, Sante Fe, ARGENTINA
Gerald Boyt, Shreveport, LA Matthew J. Pomilio, Jamaica Estates, NY
John Buss, San Carlos, CA Daniel A. Robinson, APO, AP
Bill Carney, East Lansing, Ml Betsy Kay Robinson, Clinton, TN
Mr Scott Cheatham, Farmington, MO Thomas N, Seay, Georgetown, KY
John M. Cohen, Athens, GA Andrew Shelton, Knoxville, TN
James V. Dell’Aquila, Orange City, FL Mark G. Sinith, Winston-Salem, NC
Paul M. Hoderlein, Rochester, NY Boyd R. Smith, Castle Rock, CO
George Jacobs & Assoc. Inc., Joe Wilcox, College Park, MD
Silver Spring, MD David Wilson, Half Moon Bay, CA
Robert McGehee, Downey, CA Bill J. Wilson, Anniston, AL
. _J
(Calendar Of Events W

Aug 17 - Meeting, N.E. Ohio SWLs. Cuyahoga County Library, 9089 Brecksville Rd.,
Brecksville, OH (Rt. 21, just South of Rt. 82). 7:00 PM. For info send SASE to:
NE Ohio SWLs, c/o Donald J. Weber, P.O. Box 652, Westlake, OH 44145-0652

Aug 20 - (Tentative, contact Dan Cashin before the 201th) Meeting, Philadelphia Arca
NASWA Chapter. Kulpsville Holiday Inn, Kulpsville, PA. 7:30 PM Contact Dan
Cashin (215)446-7831

Aug 20 - Meccting, Boston Arca NASWA Chapter, Bull Cafeteria, Billerica, Mass. 7:30 PM
For additional information please contact Paul Graveline (508) 470-1971, or via
modem on Tom's BBS, (617) 698-8649 (300/1200/2400 baud), (617) 698-8734
(9600).

Aug 21 - The Miami Valley DX Club (All band orientation) meets on the third Saturday of
cach month at 1 PM. Locations vary but are announced in advance. For info, call
the MVDXC (614) 471-9973 Or, send a SASE to MVDXC, Box 292132,
Columbus, OH 43229-8132

Sep S - The Tidewater SWLs meet on the first Sunday of each month at 6:30 PM. Location
is the Steak & Ale Restaurant, 5764 Virginia Beach Blvd. (comer of Va. Beach
Blvd. and Military Hwy.), Virginia Beach, VA. For info, call Joe Buch, (804) 721-
2782.

Oct 2-3- Popular Communication Worldwide Shortwave Listeners Conference, VA Beach
Pavalion, Virginia Beach, VA. Info: Harold Ort, Popular Communications, 76
Broadway, Hicksville, NY 11801 (516)681-2922

Oct 15-17 1993 Monitoring Times Convention, Atlanta Airport Hilton, Atlanta, GA. Info:
Monitoring Times, 140 Dog Branch Rd., Box 98, Brasstown, NC 28902

. Members are invited to submit items to beincluded in this calendar to Bob Brown. )

( Our Motto is - "Unity and Friendship" )
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This column provides a forum wheras members can express comments, ideas, and thoughts
about NASWA or the SW radio hobby. Please feel free 1o comment on an ything presented this
month (or previous months). Opinions expressed here are are soley those of the submitters.

Henry J. Michalenka, 300 Front Street, Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865

While vacationing in Bermuda, I dropped into the Cable & Wireless office in Hamilton with
the concept of arranging a special shortwave broadcast such as Radio St. Helena did (
utilizing the C&W transmitter there ). Remember, I'm the guy who thought the US Gov’t-
-No Trespassing sign on Maui was an invitation ( see my earlier article ).

Anyway, | had a very pleasant conversation with David Escott ( General Manager ) and John
Fuge ( Senior Manager-Operations ) about the facilities and history of Cable & Wireless
Bermuda. While admittedly Mr. Escott was not a radio person, Mr. Fuge was a ham operator
and was hopping up and down about the idea of putting on a special shortwave broadcast
for us! One problem...there is not one HF transmitter on Bermuda! Everything now is
satellite and microwave! There are broad-band transmitting antennas still up at St. Georges
where military/marine radio operations took place. John Fuge told me the last HF transmitter
he knew of was perhaps fifty years old, and was dismantled about seven years ago. We both
tried persuading the GM, Mr. Escott, to include a brand new HF transmitter in next year’s
budget; I mean, afler all...

Don't give up all hope, though. Mr. Fuge gave me the name of another active ham who
happens (o be the person who approves the licensing of all radio activity on the island for
the government! Stay tuned...not to Bermuda just yet, but stay tuned!

Diane Mauer, Rt.2 Box 32A, Pulaski WI 54162
Just a response to Tom Mooningha’s Musings in the July NASWA Journal.

The American Heritage Dictionary defines *political’ as * 1. Of, pertaining to, or dealing
with the study, structure or affairs of government, politics or the state; 2. Having a definite
or organized policy or structure of government; 3. Characteristic of or resembling politics,
political parties or politicians.” None of the columns Mooningha questions fits these
definitions as contended.

Apparently Mooningha is not acquainted with Glenn Hauser’s style both in print and on air.
If he was, he would realize that the comment quoted in Tom Sundstrom’s English schedule
is just the way GH is. He has a tendency to speak his mind about things he doesn’t agree
with. I wouldn’t call it *political’, it's more editorializing. GH’s comments were simply the
reactions of someone who suddenly had an 11 year broadcasting relationship abruptly end
without warning.I personally cannot blame him for his reaction to the way his situation was
handled by the management at WRNO. If anyone spouts ‘political statements’ it’s Rush
Limbaugh

As far as the VOA is concerned, it is a part of a government agency whose purpose is to
inform the rest of the world about the US. So of course it's going to be politically motivated
as the USIA (US Information Agency) would like to present the US in the best light possible.
Regarding the comment about the VOA’s views being narrow, mainstreamed, and Ameri-
canized. Yes they are for the reason that the US would like the rest of the world to share the
same thoughts, viewpoints, and attitudes of the oldest surviving democracy in the world.

Nearly everything that is broadcast via * international or external services’ is in some shape
or form politically motivated. It’s pretty hard to avoid politics when talking about
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international broadcasting. To some degree, all broadcasters are guilty of presenting a
narrow mainstreamed view of their country and the events occurring within its borders as
ameans of helping itself as the governments have some control over the finances needed to
operate with. In order to keep going the broadcasters present a more favorable picture of
cvents to keep the powers that be happy and the purse strings open. Fortunately, in the US
the Constitution doesn’t permit the direct control of what is said but there are still subtle
means of controlling the messages broadcast throughout the world. As with many organi-
zations it's all a matter of how you play the game...

As NASWAns, we need to continuc our efforts of cooperation among members and also to
develop a more tolerant view toward others in this organization whose interests and
approaches to the listening hobby and all its satellite branches are different from our own.
There's always room to pursue individual approaches to the individual aspects of the hobby
and cooperation in working with others where there are mutual interests and ideas.

Congratulations on putting out a great publication complete with its tiny editorial stripes and
spots. I'd like to see a printed editorial policy concemning what can and can’t be included in
columns so that controversies such as this can be avoided in the future as I'd hate to have
a chasm form over something so petty as editorial content similar to the problems faced by
NASWA some two decades ago. Let’s enjoy our freedom of expression and uphold the motto
of NASWA UNITY AND FRIENDSHIP as well as passing along our reports, experiences,
tips, etc. to help a ncophyte along on his/her travels around the world via the shortwave bands.

Thanks for your thoughts Diane. Although I wasn't a NASWA member 2 decades ago, I have
some knowledge of the controversies you are referring to. 1 like to think that my attitude
concerning editorial policy for NASWA is quite simple.

1.NASWA is a club dedicated 1o shortwave broadcast listening and DXing. Editors and
reporters should use this as their primary guideline. However, I'm not going to get all up
in arms if something slips in from time to time that comments on or makes reference to non
SWBC material. I don't think I need to elaborate more on this, we seem 10 be doing fine with
this guideline.

2.If you are an active SW program listener, you quickly learn that the primary reasons for
international broadcasts are either political and/or religious with some cultural topics
thrown in to round out the edges. I think that discussion of all the activities of SW
broadcasiers can be discussed as long as we aren't going out of the way to promote our own
personal agenda. If an individual or editor wants to say that he or she agrees or disagrees
about a topic or with a person, that's fine, as long as we don't get heavy duly in preaching
to the choir. Also, SW broadcasters aren’t immune to criticism. They elect to broadcast their
position, I believe it's ok to discuss our opinion of thai position.

3. All reporting must be as accurate as possible. Fabricated stories, loggings etc. will not
be tolerated. With that said, it should be noted that NASWA editors and staff can only do the
best they can with the time available for club duties to ensure accurate reporting. If a member
notices a descrepancy they should bring it 10 the auention of myself or the editor in a
constructive manner and we'll do our best to correct any problems.

4.The NASWA Journal is not the place for derogatory or belittling comments against fellow
members, hobbyists, or editors. If you have a problem with someone, please address it
personally with them. I will edit out "flames” that should be discussed in private. Our motto
of Unity and Friendship will be upheld to the best of my ability.

We all are involved in this hobby for differnt reasons. I think that high on the list is that we
get enjoyment from listening to the radio. Let's all lighten up a little. If we start to take it all

P
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too seriously we begin to stop having fun.

Diane, I hope that what I've said clears up some of the issues you wanted clarified. If I've
missed anything let me know. Myself and the other editors only do the best we can and as
you probably realize sometimes it ain't easy. You can’t please all the people all the time.

Thanks again for writing.

Kevin R Larkin, WX3Y, RR4 Box 528, Montoursville, PA 17754

RE: Tom Mooningha’s comment in July’s “Musings”....calm down, Tom. I can only speak
for myself, but my blood pressure doesn’t jump 10 extraordinary heights if I detect a little
“political” comment from time to time in any NASWA column. [ don’t remember reading
anywhere that the column writers had to check their opinions at the door when they take up
the pen to do their columns.

Tom, you seemed particularly upset by one reporter’s quote of Glenn Hauser conceming
Rush Limbaugh. That was REPORTING, Tom. The writer REPORTED on what Hauser had
said, nothing more, nothing less! Isn’t that what we expect from the fine people who volunteer
a heluva lot of time and energy on their columns?

Editors, keep them vibes coming, you all do a fine job.....Kevin
Thanks Kevin - our editors need to hear that from time to time.!

John Bryant Rt §, Box 14, Stillwater, OK 74074

I was doing a bit of semi-private bragging on Compuserve about something called ‘ The BFL.
Antenna Project’ and Bob Brown suggested that | send in an interim report to NASWA as
a Musing. My partner in this project, Bill Bowers, insists that BFL is an acronym for "Big
Ferrite Loop’. Bill isa recently retired electrical engineer who has always dreamed of owning
a very large ferrite loop; his career as a designer of very sophisticated coaxial cable gave him
an excellent background in magnetic cffects and weak AC current. He needed my strong back
and structural engincering and drafting ability, so we have made a good team.

We have been researching, designing and prototyping for about 6 months now. We first did
a literature search and we were only able to find one other large ferrite loop. A mediumwave
DXer named Kowalski did a 4'-0" long loop out of bundled 1/4" rods some years ago. It
seemed to have been successful. After alot of calculation/thought and one partial prototype,
we decided that the largest loop that we could feasibly construct which would rotate through
360" and which would tilt up to about 80" vertically would be 16 feet long! Bill’s electrical
design showed that we would get optimum results with an effective diameter of about 2.75
inches. In facy, itis constructed of about 129 ferrite bars which are each 3/4" by 12" long. In
cross section, it is 6 bars surrounding a seventh one in the center, sort of like a daisy. To put
this design in perspective, the very highly regarded McKay-Dymek MW ferrite bar antenna
uses a single 3/4" by 12" bar!

The basic configuration of the loop is like most ferrite loops: the antenna itself is a bundle
of bars inside a plastic pipe. The pipe is supported by a 16 foot boom made from a
combination of 4 x 4 redwood, large aluminum angles and plywood. The boom with itstilting
mechanism is supported on a 4" diameter heavy plastic pipe which can rotate rather freely.
The boom (horizontal) and its vertical pipe must make a large capito} ‘T’ in side elevation.
Right now, the antenna is mounted on a 5 foot high pipe so that we can easily get to the pick-
up coil at the center of the Tee. Eventually, we will mount the boom on an 8 or 9 foot high
pipe so that it can tilt to nearly vertical and so that we won’t whack each other in the head
as we rotate the antenna!
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The mechanical/structural design of this monster certainly has cut new ground. It has been
kind of fun to put professional structural engineering to use to design for deflection (sagging)
of a sct of bars that weighs over 250 pounds and is only supported in the middle. We have

also had to worry about ‘angular momentum’. Once we start this thing swinging around, it
can be hard to stop.

We worricd for a long time about where to put the radio. It needed to be near the antenna
so that one person could control both the antenna and the radio. Finally, we hit on the perfect
solution. We built a shelf right on the pipe mast! The radio rides around as we rotate the
antenna. Just recently we hit on the perfect solution for enabling one person to control the
antenna and the radio at the same time: we arc going to mount a seat (a tractor seat) at the
2'-0" level cantilevered out horizontally from the pipe mast, with a counterweight sticking
out the other side. That way, we can put on our cowboy boots, straddle the seat of the BFL
and spin ourselves, the radio and the antenna like a merry-go-round! When we have a station
nulled, we can dig our heels into the prairie and shout *Whoa!’. Heck, if no DX is coming
in, we can just spin oursclves around and get dizzy!

By the time this is printed, if Bob and Bill Oliver dare, we will have the bars loaded aboard
for the last time and be taking the BFL out for a, er, ah, SPIN!

Right now, the BFL will only resonate on medium wave. Afier some testing there, we will
also incorporate long wave. Even through this particular formulation ferrite is not too good
at shortwave frequencies, I hope to do some testing on 120, 90 and 60 meters, at least. Our
goal is an antenna with VERY sharp nulls and with Beverage-like gain.

1f we doany good at all on SW, I’ll be reporting to NASWA. In either case, Bill will be writing
amorc formal article on the design and performance of the BFL in Fine Tuning's Proceedings
1994-1995.

Do your neighbors watch you do this stuff John? Pictures, we want pictures!

Mike Fern, KJ6DK, Box 1105, Covina, CA 91722
Stories that High Adventure Ministries is involved with a ship-based radio station in
intcrnational waters are untrue and even ridiculous, a spokesman said today.

The most recent such story appeared in a nationwide U.S. amateur radio packet ( bulk
handling ) message and Bulletin Board system at the end of June. It claimed that High
Adventure was fitting out a ship to carry four 10-kw shortwave transmitters to the U.S,,
Europe and Affrica.

Such a scheme is ridiculous given the current world-wide recession, said John Tayloe, vice-
president of High Adventure. General giving to most international religious broadcasters, for
administration and some programming, has been in decline since 1991, he pointed out. A ship
is far more costly to fit out and operate than a land-based station because of the vessel’s crew
and its maintenance and supply problems, he added.

A rolling vessel provides an unstable platform for dircctional shortwave transmissions,
Tayloe said. We have expandable land-based sites in the U.S. and in Lebanon, he added. The
Lebanon site serves Europe and Africa now. If High Adventure needs more facilitics, it would
cost less to lease time on idle high-powered transmitters in Europe or Africa than to start from
scratch with a ship. High-powered transmitters inside Europe would provide stronger signals
there than low-powered transmitters in the Caribbean, he pointed out.

High Adventure headquarters staff in Simi Valley will be asked to “pray for the souls of our
tormentors” during August, Tayloe stated.
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Easy
Listening

Richard D. Cuft

213 Parkview Avenue
Allentown, PA 18104-5323
GENie R.CUFF

MCI Mail 375-4854
CompusServe 71207,1604
Prodigy NCHT70A

Radio Prague

One of the easiest catches from the former
Eastern Bloc countries is Radio Prague—
“The External Service of the Czech
Republic.” Nowadays, Radio Prague focuses
mainly on the Czech republic, but much of
the news coverage focuses on the Czech
Republic’s relations with Slovakia.

This month, I'll report on the 0100 UTC 30-
minute English broadcast. It’s an easy catch,
atleastin Eastern North America. I ve found
5930 and 7345 to be reliable frequencies
here in eastern Pennsylvania.

The broadcast opens with Czech domestic
news or the Czech perspective on significant
international news. Cultural event highlights
and sports results normally round out the
news. A current affairs programfollowson
‘Tuesdays through Saturdays. This program
generally provides background and analysis
on news stories first aired the previous day.

Following news and current affairs, here isa
day-by-day summary of the 0100 program:

UTC Sundays: Week In Review, areview of
the previous week’s events in the Czech
Republic, followed by Calling All Listeners
including DX Special. CallingAll Listeners
is Radio Prague’s mailbag program. The
program carries the usual mix of mail, music,
and chatter. DX Special, at leastrecently, has
consisted of a short feature on radio listening
techniques and basic radio theory.

UTC Mondays: Musical Feature starts in
right after the news. This program features
Czech performers and composers. Music
styles vary fromclassical to contemporary to
avant garde. Artist interviews and profiles
are also included. There is no current affairs
program on Monday.

UTC Tuesdays: Sports Roundup focuses
on both Czech and Slovak performances in
international sporting events, as well as
worldwide performances on events based in
Czechoslovakia. The detail level matches
that of most sportscasts you'd expect on your
local mediumwave outlet. The Arts reports
on a cultural event or tourist destination of
specific cultural or historical interest.

UTC Wednesdays: Magazine ‘93 is a
general-interest feature on Czech culture and
history.

UTCThursdays: Probe discusses anissue of
current Czech interest and controversy. A
recent program discussed the Soviet legacy
of nuclear power plant construction and how
the Sovietsleftunfinished a generating station
the Czechs have decided to complete, to the
dismay of their Austrian neighbors. Lifestyle
exploreseveryday Czechlife; arecentedition
looked at taxi drivers in general, considered
changes since the “Velvet Revolution™ and
profiled a Prague taxi driver.

UTC Fridays: Midweek Sport, a review of
intemational sportingeventsheldinthe Czech
Republic, and a look at Czech nationals’
performances in sporting events elsewhere.
Then, Talking Point, an interview program
on some aspect of Czech life and culture.
One recent edition had an interview with the
director of the Czech national health service
regarding efforts to reduce smoking while
Western tobacco companies have entered the
Czech Republic with heavy advertising often
focused on youth. The government seems
tornbetween the hard currency brought in by
the advertising dollars and the social costs
brought on by higher smoking rates.

UTC Saturdays: A repeat of Magazine ‘93
has aired recently.

Music of varying styles closes out each
broadcast.
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Listener comments and suggestions are
welcome, and letters are often answered on
Calling All Listeners. Radio Prague’s
mailing address: Radio Prague External
Service, Czech Radio, 12099 Prague, Czech
Republic.

BBC World Service Highlights

News and Feature Programs

Saturdays, 0230, beginning August 7th:
Inside Westminster is a new S5-part 30-
minute series that takes the lid off of one of
the world’s oldest parliamentary systems.
Political parties and policy formulation, the
relationships between ministers and civil
servants, and the role of the House of Lords
versus the House of Commons are among the
topics discussed. Also airs Fridays 2230 and
Sawurdays 0730.

Sundays, beginning August 8th, 0230:
Images Of Wales is a4-part 30-minute series
on some of the stereotypes of Welsh culture
and the history behind them. Picture male-
voice choirs, druidsin archaic robes speaking
an obscure and ancient language, harp-
playing women in shawls and tall black hats.
All these are images nostalgically distilled
with the longing for home the Welsh call
hirueth. Also airs Sundays 1615 and Mondays
0730. Also see the listings for My Language
Right Or Wrong and Network UK below
for more on Wales.

Mondays, beginning August 9th, 0415:
Parallel Lives s a 6-part 1 5-minute series of
interviews with individuals with varying
disabilities and how they’ve learned to cope,
survive, and even thrive in a world that still
finds handicaps difficult to deal with. The
interviewer, Peter White—himself blind—
talks with deaf percussionist Evelyn Glennie
and writer Firdaus Kanga, beset with brittle-
bone disease, among others.

Thursdays, beginning August 19th, 0330:
Frankfurt An Der Oder is a 3-part 30-
minute series on the other Frankfurt in
Germany. This Frankfurt is a smaller
community on the banks of the Oder river in
East Germany. The series looks at eastern
Germany more than three years after the

Berlin Wall fell. Political unification has
occurred, but, socially, the East still lags
behind the West. It’ll be interesting to compare
the views expressed here with what one
normally hears on Deutsche Welle. Also airs
Wednesdays 2030 and Thursdays 1001.

NOTE: There's an inconsistency with the
program listing for FrankfurtAn Der Oder:
In one place, it’s listed as August 4th, 11th,
and 18th; another, it’s August 18th, 25th,
September 1st. Check the GEnie Radio
Bulletin Board for an update if you're so

equipped.

Thursday, August 19th, 2215: Network UK
is aregularly scheduled 30-minute program
on issues and topics affecting the lives of
people in the UK. This edition focuses
specifically on Wales. Also airs Thursday at
0730 and 1615.

Friday, August 20th, 1215: My Language
Right Or Wrong is a 30-minute feature
looking at the “dying” languages of the
world—including Welsh, Irish, Cornish, and
Breton—and the debate concerning whether
or not special efforts to preserve these
languages are worthwhile or culturally
divisive. Also airs Friday at 0730 and 1930.

Sundays, beginning August 22nd, 1401: The
Fight Against AIDS is a 3-part 30-minute
surveying the situation 10 years after the
HIV virus was first discovered. While the
situationin North Americais seriousenough,
it's positively grave elsewhere. Some
examples: In Uganda’s rural southwest,
fourteen percent of the adult population is
infected, with one woman in three HIV-
positive in some areas. Southeast Asia could
see one million sufferers by the end of the
century. Also airs Mondays 0630 and 1001.

Science And Technology

Wednesdays 0330: Especially for young
people, don’t forget Pop Science, a weekly
30-minute program mixing listeners'
questions on science, technology, the
environment, and medicine with the same
listeners’ popular music requests. Send your
questions to the usual Bush house address.
Also airs Tuesdays 1001 and 1830.
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Friday, August27th, 1215: Dolphin Therapy
is a 30-minute feature marshalling five world
experts and pooling their knowledge and
experience regarding the many claims that
dolphins have special healing powers for
humans suffering from stress, nervous
disorders, and depression. Dr. Horace Dobbs,
of the Oxford Underwater Research Group,
has set up project “Operation Sunflower” in
the Bahamas to examine the phenomenon in
more detail. Also airs 0730 and 1930.

Music

Sundays, beginning August 15th, 0415:
Looney Tunesisa6-part 1 5-minute program
for music lovers witha sense of the ridiculous.
Digby Fairweather and Bob Sinfield compete
witheach otherin abid to dig up the strangest
sounds available on a given theme. Sample
themes: horror, the media, history, medicine,
and the premise of good musicians posing as
bad musicians. Artists include Fats Waller,
Flanders & Swann, Dinah Washington, and
the Bonzo Dog Doodah Band. No, this isn’t
April! Also airs Mondays 1930 and Tuesdays
0915.

©On a more serious note, Proms ‘93 is in full
swing in August. Concerts air at 1830 on the
following days: all August Saturdays,
Tuesday the 10th and 31st, Thursday the
26th, and Friday the 20th. These concerts are
sponsored by the BBC and are aired live
from Royal Albert Hall. Typical length is
1:200r so. No repeats are shown, so crank up
your cassette recorders.

Sundays beginning August 22nd, 0030: The
John Dunn Show isa new 30-minute weekly
show with a melodic mix of songs old and
new. That’s all the detail I have. Also airs
Sundays 1130 and 1830.

Mondays beginning August 23rd, 2215: One
Blood—The History Of Jamaican Music
is a 5-part 30-minute series tracing the
extraordinary and wide-ranging musical
development of Jamaica. Jon Preston visits
Jamaica and speaks to many of Jamaica's
best-known artists who explain the music’s
roots and define its future. Also airs Tuesdays

0630, Wednesday 1615, and Fridays 1030.

Light Entertainment

Sundays, beginning August 8th, 0445: The
Miles Kington Interview is a 4-part, 15-
minute twist on the old CBS-TV series You
Are There: Kington has created fictional
interviews with celebrities including Oscar
Wilde, Mona Lisa, Robin Crusoe, and
Empress Josephine, Napoleon Bonaparte’s
consort. Also Mondays at 1445 and
Wednesdays 0815.

Tuesdays beginning August 10th, 0030:
Game Set And Match is a 6-part 30-minute
quiz on sports. Paddy Feeny challenges two
teams of sports personalities to display their
knowledge of the sports world, identify
unusual events in sound archive recordings,
and identify the authors of famous and
infamous quotes. The sports include rugby,
boxing, cricket, basketball, and horse racing.
Also airs Mondays 1715 and Wednesdays
0830.

Drama

Sunday, August 15th, 0030: That Summer
is the third of three plays on Play Of The
Week that have a Welsh theme. The play is
set during the 1984 British miners’ strike and
develops the clash between classes and
cultures when two miner’s daughters spend
their summer holidays with a white-collar
two-income family. That Summer, running
90 minutes, was written by David Edgar and
directed by Hillary Norrish. Also airs 1130
and 1830.

Wednesday beginning August 16th, 1235:
Tales From Wales is a 4-part 10-minute
series dramatizing some of the best Welsh
myths and legends. These tales reflect the
diversity of the Welsh culture and countryside,
from the windswept north to the seawashed
West coast bays to the industrial Southeast.
Also airs Mondays 1635 and Tuesdays 0750.

That's all I have time and space for this
month. Take your portable receiver to the
shore or the mountains and stimulate your
mind this summer!

Until September,

73 DE Richard
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Latin
Destinations

Davenport, IA 52804-9538 h

Don Moote
11434 140th St.

Hola amigos! Thank you 10 those who have
expressed concem over the Mlood. 1'm fortunate that both
my home and my workplace are on the blufls high and
dry above the flood plain. Well, maybe 1 shouldn't say
dry with all the rain we've had, but at least we are away
from the flood. On another note, don't forget the
hoped-for Radio G i, 4818v, broadcas at the end
of ithe month as mentioned in my May colunui, 1§
haven't heard anything so don’t know if it will happen
again this 1ime, but maybe. Anyway, on 10 this monih's
1opic.

Compared 10 other regions of the world such as
Africa and Asia, Latin America doesn't offer that many
target countries for DXers 10 hear. On the other hand,
Latin America is home to more shortwave stations than
olher areas. In fact, it’s probably because of my Latin
American bias that | find salion-counting more
interesting than country-counting. If we look back in
history, there could have been a lot fewer countries in
Latin America. Cemral Anicrica was bricfly pant of
Mexico and then one united country for ncarly 1wo
decades before breaking up. Colombia, Venezuela, and
Ecuador were united for several years, as were Bolivia
and Peru. Paraguay could very easily have become an
Argentine province and Uruguay came very close 1o
cither being pan of Argentina or a Brazilian state. With
a slightly different roll of the historical dice, ihere might
have been as few as five Spanish-speaking countries on
the mainland of Latin America instead of sixieca.

But, that didn’t happen. And, if cenain events had
gone in a 10tally different direction there coukl be ten or
more additional countries countries in Latin America.
These historical alimost countries” have always intrigued
me, 30 lei's take a look at them with a DX perspective
this moaih and sec how many “almost counirics™ you
have logged. I just hope the NASWA country list
commitice docsn’t mind my edging in on their territory
a linde, hil. Afier reading this col country
might want 1o suggest that the comwmitiee change that
Scpiember 1, 1945 culoff date 10, say, January |, 1800t

North 10 south seems a good way 10 do this, so we
stan oul in the desenis of Sonora siale and Baja
Galifomia in nonthem Mexico. In the prelude 1o the
U.S. Civil War, many radical pro-slavery advocaies
looked south of the border for possiblc new slave states
10 add 10 the U.S. In 1853 a group under the leadership
of William Walker invaded this region and caplured
scvenal cities, declaring a new slave-holding republic.
Their alm was eventual snnexation by the U.S, as
happened with Texas. Bul, with so many troubles a1
home, the U.S. government wasn'l ready for another war
with Mexico, and aided the Mexican guvernment in
expelling Walker's band.  (Walker later 100k over
Nicaragua for a few months and was execuled in
tonduras in 1860 in an atlempt 10 conquer that country.)
The SW volce of this “"almost country” is Radio

Universidad de Sonora on 6115 kHz. This is most ofica
logged in ihc southwestem U.S., but was heard
frequently in the east and Midwest a few years ago.

A genuinely home-grown “alinost country” is the
Yucatan peninsula in southem Mexico. The Yucatan has
its own unique heritage and even 1oday Yucateco cuisine
is totally different from the standard Mexican food we
arc familiar with. Historically, ihe Yucalan was never
very close 1o the rest of Mexico, so after disagreements
with the central govemment in the mid 1840s, it declared
its independence. A local army was raised, mostly of
Mayan Indian peasanis, and Mcxican govermment troops
were quickly pushed out of the new nation. History
might well have left us with an independent Yucalan at
that point but for a sirange twist of fale.

Aroused by their victories over Mexican govemment
troops, ihe Mayan Indians who formed most of the
Yucalan army, rose up against their local white rulers.
In a few shott weeks the Indians savagely paid the
colonial clite back for centuries of abusive misrule. The
Mayans overran the peninsula, killing and raping any
white that fell into their hands. The Yucatecos appealed
1o Great Britain, Spain, and ile United States, offering
theis temitory in rclum for help.  The onslaught
continued until the whites were pushed back 10 the cities
of Mcrida ad Campeche and the neighboring coasiline.
As the Mayans surged forward they caplured huge
quantities of amms and munilions, which encouraged
more peasants 1o join their cause. By now the whiles
were vastly outmatched both in terms of manpower and
equipment, The inevitable fall of Merida and Campeche
and the final push of the Europeans into the sea was just
a few days away. Then, as every ycar, the winged ants
reappeared.  Even Mayan peasant knew that the
reappearance of the winged aius was the sign from their
gods that it was now time 10 plant com. The Mayan
army dissolved as each man retumcd 10 his village 10
plant his fickls.

As unrcal as the situation was, the Yucalecos realized
that it was only a bricl repricve; the Mayans would
relum  unless the Y ked first.
However, none of the three foreign powers had offered
10 lelp and 1he Yucalecos were not strong enough
themselves 10 go afier the Mayans. There was only onc
course of action lefi; the humiliated Yucatecos umed o
the Mexican govemment, promising their subserviance -
once again. Thousands of iroops were dispalchied to
fight the Mayans, who were soon pushed back 10 the
jungles of Quintana Roo in the eastem Yucatan, where
a stalemate developed. The g troops couldn't
defeat the Indians in the jungle and the Indians weren't
sirung caough 10 face the anmy on open land.
Combining elements of Catholicism with their traditional
religion, the Mayans established a military-religious siate
with social organization based on military companies and
supporicd themsclves tisough farming and trade with
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British merchanis in Belize. This small quasi-nation
survived until 1901 when Mexican dictator Porfirio Diaz,
furious that a small group of Indians wouldn't
acknowledge his rule, sent in a large modem army
equipped with repeater rifles, machine-guns, and
antillery. (For more on this fascinaling story see The
Caste War of Yucatan by Nelson Reed, Stanford
University Press, 1964.)

Today, the short-lived Yucatan Republic is home to
one shontwave siation, La Pantera on 6105 kHz. This
station is very imegular, but when active Is a
not-1oo-difficult catch in the moming in Nonh America.
1 don’1 believe there has ever been any SW activity from
Quintana Roo (although there is a marilime utility station
in Chetumal).

Another country that might have been is the present
day state of Chiapas on Mexico's Guatemalan border.
Chiapas has a sirong Mayan heritage and under Spanish
colonial rule was pan of Ceniral America, Mexico's
first rulers prompily unnexcd Ceriral America afier
kicking out the Spanish in 1821, but a new Mexican
government allowed Central America (0 go its own way
two years later. Chiapas, however, decided 10 remain a
pant of Mexico. Had it siayed in Ceniral America,
Chiapas would likcly have become a separate couniry.
Of course there are no SW stations in Chiapas, bul who
knows. If it had taken the road to independence, it
might be as saturaied with shonwave as Guatemala is.

The years 1823-1838 were wurbulent oncs in Ceniral
Anerica, and when the Central Amierican Union finally
broke up into the countrics we know today, there was
almost one more. In ihe highlands of

Frequencies on which Acre stations have been heard
include 3401, 3568, 4118, 4765, 4865, and 4885 kille.

One of the first cries in Latin America for
independence from Spain was raised in 1807 in the
southern Bolivia depanment of Tarija which declarcd
itselfl an independent country. lowever, once the
Spanish were gone and the dust seuled, Tarija was pan
of the new nation of Bolivia. As Tarija is very small,
it’s hard 10 imagine how it could have survived as a
country, but who knows? Tarija is one of the most
difTicult of Bolivia’s depaniments 1o log, but stations on
4599 and 6140 have been heard in North America in the
past few years,

Conlinuing south, we reach Chile. When (he
Spanish conqucred and scitled Chile in the mid and late
1500s, they found the warlike Araucanian (or Mapuche)
Indians in the Temuco mgmn |mposslble to subdue. For
several ics A ined a son of hole in
Chile, free of Spanish, and later Chilean, control. In lale
1800s a French ad was adopicd by the Indi
and worked his way into their ruling councils. Soon
there were rumors, never proven, that France was going
10 declare 1he area a French proteciorate. In the carly
1880s, the Chilean govemment raised an army and
marched in 10 finally place Araucania under heir
control.  To hear Araucania, try for Radio Esperanza
from Temuco on 6088 kliz. The station is easiest to
hear in the wee hours of the moming on weekends whicn
it is on 24 hours.

Our final “almost country” is also the easicst 10 hear.
Bizarre as it may scem, Argenting’s capital city and the

Guatemala conscrvative priesis and the creole elite tricd
10 form a strict church-state callcd Los Altos uniil the

was quashed by the gov inG )
City. Present-day Guatemmalan stalions on 2360/3325,
4800, 4825, 3360, and 2390 kHz are all within what
could have been Los Altos.

Another intcresting  “almost  country” is  the
Mosquitia region  which includes  all  Nicaragua's
Caribbean coast and Honduras's castem tip. This
denscly-foresied arca was ignored by the Spanish and,
like Belize, became a haven for pirales, smugglers,
escaped slaves, and British loggers who all intermingled
with the local Miskito Indians. The Miskito Kingdom,
as it was called, was aciually a Brilish proicctoraie with
its own Indian king from 1780 - 1885 until the British
govemment handed the territory over 1o Nicaragua. The
casicst way 10 hear the Mosqumn is 10 lune in eilher of
1wo stations in the small Hond Bv
La Voz de Mosquitia on 4910 or Snm Radio on 4755.
In Nicaragua, the former contra station Radio Miskut has
been reporied on several frequencies in the past year.
Somc ycars ago there was a Sandinista station, Radio
Zinica, in the Mosquitia.

Our next “almost country” is a son of South
American version of the Texas story. For decades the
Bolivian govemmem  ignord  its  nonhemmost
departiment of Acre and during the Amazon rubber boom
of ihe tae 1800s allowed the territory 1o fill up with
Brazilian traders and settlers. Tired of Bolivian rulc, ihe
Acre Brazilians declarcd their indepead in 1899. A
1903 ireaty allowed Brazil to annex the small republic in
rctum for paying 1en million U.S. dollars 10 Bolivia.

surr ing province once seceded from the rest of the
country! There has always been a lot of rivalry between
Argentina’s  imcrior  provinces and Buenos  Aires
province, which dominates the country from the
metropolis of Buenos Aires city. Early in Argentine
history, in 1859, the interior provinces defeaicd B.A. in
one of the frequent civil wars of the period and moved
the country’s capital up river 10 Purana. Incensed,
Bucnos Aircs province seceded from Argentina. Two
years later, however, B.A. defeated the injerlor provinces
in yet another war, reuniting the country and moving the
capital back 10 Buenos Aires city. That was the last
war, but feelings didn’t really calm down until 1880
when the capital city was split off politically from ihe
rest of its province, diluting the power of both.

To hcar Bucnos Aires. one simply necds 10 log
exiemal service, RAE, on 11710 klfz, or the domestic
SW channcl of Radio Nacional on 6060. 11's the rest of
Argentina, outside Buenos Aires, that's hard 1o hear.
Radio Nacional Malargue has been reponted around 1000
UTC on 6160 kHz over the past several monihs and
sonc years ago, Radio Nacional Mendoza was on 6180
kliz, but they have been inaclive for some time.
Ovenall. the Argentine interior is tough-going for SW
DXing.

Well, that’s the end of our DX tour through these
obscure nooks and crannies of Latin Amcrican history.
I'm sure a little more sleuthing could tum up details of
still more “almost countrics.” 1lasta luego!
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Technical
Topics

Joe Buch N2JB
2008 Mozart Circle
Virginia Beach, VA 23454

The Turnstile Antenna
Part Two

Last month we discussed the reasons why a
circularly polarized antenna could reduce
fading and possibly provide some
discrimination between interfering signals.
This month we will show how to build such
an antenna for 5.0 MHz. Information will
also be provided to allow you to scale the
dimensions to other frequencies. If you
haven’t read last month’s column, look it up
to understand why the design works.

The antenna described here is actually a
drooping turnstile fashioned by taking two
halfwave inverted V dipoles and mounting
them at right angles to each other. The
drooping design has been used in navigation
satellite experiments at VHF and low

Top View

Side View

1 L = 50 Feel (15 Meters)
H=.7L + 10 Feel

microwave frequencies and has been
measured to provide good polarization
circularly from directly overhead down to
near the horizon.

The feed detail and dimensions are shown in
Figure 1. Any commercial balun with a 50
ohm to 50 ohm impedance match will work
as long as it is rated for the frequency range
of the antenna. Both baluns should be of the
same model to ensure that the phase shift or
time delay is the same for both dipoles.

The feedlines must also be identical. This
means they must not only be the same length
but should be cut from the same reel of cable.
Phase shift in coax is a function of

---”',’/-’_’&BOQCoax D
’ Feedline N
’ To Switch
/ B=1:1500 Fig.3
/ Balun \

Y Feedline /
\
S \\ /’
R \\\ TO SWIlch //
\\\ ig 3 /,

Note: Feedlines should be equal length
and identical cable lot.

Droop Angle =
45° from horizontal

Flgure 1. Drooping Turnstile Dimensions for S MHz (See Text for Other Frequencies)
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| Short Shield to
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Figure 2. Test Set-up for Trimming Delay Line to Precise ¥, Wavelength

temperature. The delay at any given
temperature also varies from one production
lot to another. In order to ensure that the
delay is the same for both antennas and the
delay varies identically with temperature,
the cables must be from the same reel to
guarantee success.

Be sure to use good quality coax. The braid
should provide at least 95% shielding. If you
can afford it, use double braided coax. In
order to preserve the phase relationships
necessary for circular polarization, it is
important to make sure that any signal that
comes out of the feedline has been received
by the dipoles and not the feedline itself. The
cable loss is not critical at HF frequencies.
Use the smallest available coax as long as it
is well shielded.

The 90° phase shift necessary to achieve
circular polarization is obtained from a
length of the same coax as used for the
feedline. The length is precisely trimmed to
be a quarter wavelength at the desired
frequency. The physical length will be shorter
than a free space quarter wavelength. Solid
dielectric polyethylene cable will be about
66% of the free space length. Foam dielectric
cable is about 79%. These length reduction
factors are only approximate. Because the
actual dielectric characteristics can vary from
lot to lot, it is best to measure the electrical
length and cut the cable for a precise quarter
wavelength.

A test setup which can be used to cut the
delay line is shown in Figure 2. It depends
upon the ability of a quarter wave line to act
as an impedance transformer. If one end of a
quarter wave length is shorted, the impedance
seen looking into the other end of the quarter
wave line is infinite. In the test circuit of
Figure 2 this line appears in paralle] with the
50 ohm dummy load. As the impedance of
the line approaches infinity, the impedance
of the parallel combination of the line and the
load approaches 50 ohms. It is a simple
matter, therefore, to cut the line until the
SWR meterreads 1:1 atthe design frequency.

Another technique I have used is to short a
halfwave line connectedto a receiver like the
Collins R-388 which has a crystal calibrator
across the input terminal. The impedance
seen looking into a half wave shorted line is
zero ohms or a short. A short across the
receiver antenna terminals causes the signal
from the calibrator to null at the frequency
where the line is a half wave long. The line is
thentrimmed for the design frequency, folded
in half, and cutto provide two precise quarter
wave delay lines. :

At the operating position the feedlines and
the delay line are connected to a low capacity
knife switch as showninFigure 3. The switch
permits the receiver operator to reverse the
sense from left-hand to right-hand allowing
experimental observation of the circularity
ofthereceived waves. A Radio Shack switch,
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P/N 275-1537, should work fine. Be careful
to keep center conductor and shield
connections short to avoid undesired pickup
of the received signal.

Only the element lengths and the coax delay
line length need to be changed to scale the
antennato other frequencies. The design can
easily be scaled using the following equation:

M = 5/F

Where F = the New frequency and M = a
length multiplier for the new frequency.

Forexample, if the antenna was being scaled
to 3 MHz, the dimensions shown in Figure |
would be multiplied by %, or 1.67. At 9.8
MHz the dimensions would be multiplied by
%4 or .51. For best results a new quarter
wave delay line should be cut using the same
measurement technique described above for
the new design frequency.

That'sallthereistoit. Unfortunately, antenna
restrictions at my home location do not permit
me to construct such an antenna at HF
frequencies. I know the design works at
higher frequencies and there is no reason it
should not work at HF if attention is paid to
the cautions described above.

[ am interested in sharing your results using
this antenna with other NASWA members
via this column. How much difference is
seen between polarization senses on SW
signals? Does the difference depend on the
location of the transmitter? Is fading reduced
compared to a single dipole? Is atmospheric
noise circularly polarized and if so, how
much difference is noted when the sense is
reversed? This is your opportunity to
contribute to the art of HF propagation. Let
me know what you find out.

Until next time, stay tuned.

ToN
Ar?ten/r?a a'}_

To EW
AglennaCC’)_

/
Short Strap
Shields Together

Note: Switch Knife Blade Contacls
Omitted for Clarity

Knife Switch DPDT
R/S #275-1537

/ Y4 Wave
Delay Line
(See Text)

Approximate
Length=33 ft
for Solid
Dielectric

Approximate
Length=39.5 fi.
for Foam
Dielectric

Receiver

Figure 3. Polarization Selection Switch Located Near Receiver
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Equipment

Review

Alon Johnson N4LUS
6001 Goldsboro Road
Bethesda, MD 20817
CompuServe 76665,1756
GEnle A.JOHNSONG64

THE SANGEAN ATS-606
PORTABLE RECEIVER

*Summer’s here and the time is right” ... fora
review of a travel portable. Having loaned my
Sony ICF-SW7600 to some British expatriate
friends, [ was inthe market for something new,
smalland self-contained. I'vehad good results
traveling with my Lowe HF-150 and a whip
antenna, but I wantedto see what washappening
with the new, smaller travel portables.

I'wenttomy local radio emporium and asked to
see the new Sony ICF-SW33. The salesman
directed me tothe Sangean ATS-606, whichhe
felt represented abetter value, based on features
and performance. It looked promising, so |
requested an evaluation unit from Universal
Radio and after three weeks of use I had to
agree with the salesman that this is one great
little radio.

THE BASICS

The ATS-606 is a small general coverage radio
measuring just 5 3/4 x 3 1/2 x 1 1/8 inches
(WxHxD)and weighingjust 11 ounces without
batteries. Its dual conversion circuitry provides
coverage from 153 kHz to 30 mHz and also
covers the FM broadcast band (in stereo, if
headphonesare used). It haskeypad frequency
entry, scan tuning and step tuning (5 kHz on
SW, 100r 9 kHz on MW, 9kHz on LW and 50
kHz on FM) via up-down pushbuttons. There
are 18 memory presetson SW and 9 for each of
the other bands. For the LW, MW and FM
bands, there is the Auto Tuning System which,
when activated, scan the particular band and
store the frequencies ofthe nine strongest signals
inmemory (overwritingany frequencies already
inmemory)—this is agreat feature for finding
the local broadcasters when travelling. There is
also a dual-time clock with two on-off timers
whichwilleither activate the radio or abuzzer.
The time display can be called up while the
radio is in operation and is displayed when the
radio is off. There is also a self-extinguishing
backlight for the LCD display. One nice feature

is a tilt stand that pulls out from the back of the
radio.

Based on what I read in Larry Magne’s review
inthe June, 1993 issue of “Monitoring Times”,
the Sony ICF-SW33 differs from the Sangean
in not having continuous SW coverage, no
keypad frequency entry and only seven presets
for shortwave.

GUSHING PRAISE?

Beforethisreview getstoo positive, let me point
out the limitations of the STS-606 that may
make itunsuitable for some potential purchasers.
For starters, there is no BFO, so the radio is
incapable of receiving SSB/CW signals. Even
ifthere were a BFO, the smallest tuning step of
the ATS-606 is 5 kHz, so most ham or utility
broadcasts couldn’t be precisely tuned in
anyway. This lack of fine tuning can also be a
problem for DX’ing off-frequency SW
broadcast stations, as well. Selectivity is only
fair— there is“slop” from strong signalswhich
are 5 kHz away from the tuned frequency.
Finally, some people may not like the logic of
the keypad frequency entry system which
involves pressing the “Frequency” key, then
entering the frequency on the keypad, followed
by pressing the “Enter” key totune theradioto
the keyed-in frequency. Thankfully, trailing
zeroes donothaveto beentered ifthe decimal
point key is used to enter frequencies in
Megahertz format. Pressing one of the numeric
keys without first hitting the “Frequency” key
results in calling up one of the memory presets.

The set is very sensitive with just the built-in
whip. Surprisingly, it is very well-behaved
when connected to a full-size outdoor antenna,
meaning that the front-end does not overload
with images occurring at odd frequencies.
There is an RF attenuator switch, which can be
useful when using an outdoor antenna under
strong signal conditions. The audio quality is
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very goodand output power ismore than enough
forindoors listening, althoughitisabit low for
filling up the great outdoors. The set requires3
“AA" batteries or a 4.5 V DC power supply.
Battery life is very good - after three weeks of
daily use, the review unit is still going strong.
There is a battery reserve indicator which is
displayed forabout 10seconds when the radio
is switched off.

The ATS-606 is available in two versions: the
standard version includes aleatherette carrying
case and a set of “bud” stereo headphones at a
street price of about $170. The “P” version adds
an AC adaptor which automatically switches
for 120/240V AC mains and areel type external
antenna for about $20 more. The AC adaptor
has a European style plug (round pins) but
includesan adapter for U.S. style outlets. Quality
control may be an issue as my unit had a minor
fault; when the “SW” button is depressed for
approximately two seconds, a flashing “m”
appears in the display and then pressing one of

the numeric keys will tune the radio to the
bottom end of one of the international
broadcasting (meter) bands. On my unit, the 25
or 1 1 meter bands couldnotbe selected, although
any of the others(120- 13 meters)could be. I'll
let you know how good Sangean warranty
service is!

THE BOTTOM LINE

From the above sentence, it is obvious I liked
the radio enough tobuy it. It metallof myneeds
forsomething small and light that will allow me
to listen to the BBC, Canada, etc. and keep up
with the DX programs while travelling. If1’m
going somewhere | expect good DX’ing
conditions, 1’1l take the Lowe and some wire,
but forlesscritical situationsthe Sangean isjust
right. tmay be justright for youas well, aslong
as youdon't need SSB/CW capability and can
live withthe SkHztuningstepsandtherelatively
broadselectivity.

RADIO SHACK ACTIVE ANTENNA

I thought that [ would never be recommending
a Radio Shack product (other than when their
Sangean-built SW radios go onsale), buthere it
is. While paying for my usual bi-weekly
purchase of an audio connector or some other
small part recently, I noticed a box marked
“Amplified Shortwave Antenna” on the shelf
behind the counter. 1 asked the salesman about
it and he said that it was a new item. Itscatalog
number is 20-280.

Whatitisisas7/8 x4 x 1 15/16 inch plastic box
with an attached 28 inch telescoping whip
antenna. It tunes the range of 3 - 30 megahertz
intwo bands, has variable gain up to 20 dB and
runsoffa9 voltbattery. It also has an RCA jack
so it can be used with an outdoor antenna as a
tunable pre-selector. A 24 inch cable with 1/8”
plugs on each end is included to connect the
antennatoaradio. The best feature of the unitis
its price: $29.95, without battery.

WHAT THE HECK?

| went ahead and purchased one since | needed
a gadget “fix”, figuring that even if it was the
piece of junk that 1 expected, 1'd only be out

$30. I took it home and took it apart, expecting
asimple onetransistor RF amplifier. [ wasquite
surprised to find a three transistor circuit on a
well-made printed circuit board. The whip
antenna was loose, so | tightened it while the
case was open.

1 was even more surprised when  tried the unit
with my Sangean ATS-606. The tuning was
reasonably sharp, which answered my argument
about most active antennas - that is that a wide-
band amplifier boosts all of the signals in the
SW spectrumand dumpsthemintothe receiver’s
front-end, which can cause overloading and all
kinds of spurious mixing products. The RS
antenna actually adds a degree of front-end
selectivity. The unit’s gain control is ablessing
as well, as it allows selection of just enough
gain, again to minimize overload. Thisantenna
will overload, especially on 49 meters atnight.
The other parameter of pre-amplifier
performance is the noise figure, or how much
noise the pre-amp adds to the received signal.
The RS antennaisnot very goodinthisrespect,
with very noticeable broad-band noise present
onempty SW channels. Ifasignal ispresent, the
noise is detectable but not too objectionable.
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FLIMSY CONSTRUCTION

The RSAmplified Antennais housedina plastic
case and the antenna swivelstoallow the case to
be stood on its bottom (unstable) or on its back.
The “On-Off” and “Band" switches are flimsy
slide switches. The band switch selects between
the ranges of 3-10 and 10-30 megahertz. The
tuning and gain controls are small rotary plastic
knobs. There is a LED power “on” indicator.
Besides the external antenna in and amplifier
out jacks, there is a coaxial connector for an
external DC supply.

A DAK IN RADIO SHACK
CLOTHING?

1 have seen some comments on the computer
bulletin boards that the RS antenna is the same
as the “Signal Stalker” sold by DAK. I cannot
directly confirm this, since DAK is the only
company that has ever dropped me from their
mailing list for not buying something.

HEY, IT'S ONLY THIRTY
BUCKS

Overall, | was impressed with the RS antenna.
It would light the Sangean’s tuning indicator on
signals that could barely be copied with just the
Sangean’s whip. It does require re-tuning when
switching between SW meter bands, but that’s
theprice one pays for selectivity. [t willoverload
and create interference at full gain (especially
with an external antenna), but this can be
countered by keeping the gain control towards
its minimum setting. Also, it does add a small
amount of noise to the signal and ifused neara
computer will pick up radio frequency
interference. But, if you are wondering if a
preselector might help your short random wire
antenna or want a little more “oomph” with
your portable radio when you travel, the Radio
Shack Amplified Antenna is worth considering.
There’sno way!to lose, since the salesmanatiny
local Radio Shack assured me that if a RS
product isn’t satisfactory, you may return it
within 30 days for a full refund, as long as it's
in new condition, with all accessories and
packing materials.

Available now from The NASWA Company Store -

Joe Carr's Receiving Antenna Handbook by JosephJ. Carr, K4IPV - A complete guide
to high performance antennas for longwave all the way to the upper end of the shortwave
spectrum. This isn'tsome warmed-over collection of slightly modified ham radio transmitting
antenna designs; instead, it is a comprehensive examination of antennas intended
specifically for receiving purposes. (§19.95 + $2 s/h NAm, $5 elsewhere)

OSL Signers by Al Quaglieri - Compiled from QSL columns in DX Listening Digest,
FIDO Shortwave Echo, Fine Tuning, NASWA Journal, and SPEEDX Shortwave Radio
Today. This is the most comprehensive and up to date list of verification signers names,
addresses, and titles that is available anywhere! ($3 Postpaid NAm, $5 elsewhere)

Bothpublications are available now from The NASWA Company Store,45 Wildflower

Rd., Levittown, PA 19057. All checks payable to NASWA.
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Hardware Bits
by Alan Johnson

MANUAL SOURCES - There are a couple of new sources for copies of owner’s and service
manuals for vintage equipment. They are primarily geared towards amateur radio, but have
some SW stuff as well. Their catalogs are available for a SASE. These sources are: WT7FG
Vintage Manuals, 330 Wayside Drive, Bartlesville, OK 74006 (918-333-7893) and Mike
Horvat, KA7ASF, P.O. Box 73, Stayton, OR 97393 (503-769-6088).

If you are looking for manuals for European equipment, you might want to try the following
British sources: Mauritron Technical Services, 8 Cherry Tree Road, Chinnor, Oxfordshire, 0X9
4QY, Telephone (0844) 351694 and Technical Information Services, 76 Church Street,
Larkhall, Lanarkshire ML9 1HE Telephone (0698) 883334,

AEA ANTENNA ANALYST - Advanced Electronic Applications, Inc. has announced the
availability of their new SWR-121 antenna performance analyzer. It is a portable handheld
instrument that gives a graphic display of antenna performance (SWR curve) on a LCD display.
It can cover any segment of the frequency range of | to 32 Megaheniz. Unfortunately, only the
well-heeled antenna experimenter will be interested in the unit, as the suggested list price is
$400. Cali the AEA literature request line (800-432-8873) for a complete catalog of their
products. The mail address is: P.O. Box C2160, 2006 196th Street SW, Lynnwood, WA 98036.

PLEASE NOTE

According to information I've received, some copies of the July
issue took the long way around in getting to members. 1 checked
with the post office and they have no explanation for this other
than the holiday on the Forth of July. The July mailing was made
on the regularly scheduled date of Friday, July 2. I know of a
copy that got to Canada in four days, but it took seven days for
one to travel twenty miles!

FOR SALE: One Honeywell Chart Recorder, one Morrison Coil Winder, one
Hammarlund SP-100 speaker, and one Kenwood SP-430 speaker. Bill
Swiger, Route 1, Box 142A, Bridgeport, WV 26330. (304) 842-4635.

FOR SALE: MFJ-751 single SSB/CW "signal enhancer" with poser pack.

In very good condition. $50.00 plus shipping. MFJ-752C dual SSB/CW
“signal enhancer" with power pack and manual. Mint condition. $75.00.
Sangean 802 AM/FW/SW portable radio (FM stereo to headphones). New in
box. $50.00 plus shipping. J. Arthur, RD #1, Belfast, NY 14711, Phone
(716) 365-8870 before 9 p.m. weekdays, anytime weekends.

WANTED: Heath SB-310 receiver for my collection of classic SW receiv-
ers. Clean, unmodified unit only, please. Harry Helms, 7445 Andasol
Street, San Diego, CA 92126.

FOR SALEL Collins R390A in excellent condition inside and out. Clean,
re-tubed, alligned, and with all mods, ready to go! $450.00 includes
shipping. SONY ICF-2010 complete with owners manual, batteries, and
plastic stand. In excellent condition, used one season. $250.00 in-
cludes UPS shipping. Jerry Klinck, 43 Lein Road, West Seneca, NY
14224. Phone (716) 675-7509 evenings after 9:30 p.m.
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Library

1. J. "Skip® Arey WB2GHA
P.O. Box 644

Walerford Works, NJ 08089
GEnie T. AREY1

s I write this, I have just completed my
A annual warm weather restoration and
replacement of my antenna farm. This process
always gets me “hitting the books”, examining
theory and practice to make the best use of the
meagerreal estate hereat CASA DEL STUCCO.
This process was made more exciting this year
by the appearance of a new book in my mailbox.
From a new publishing operation no less!

JOE CARR’S RECEIVING ANTENNA
HANDBOOK

By Joe Carr K41PV

189 pages

$19.95 +$2.00 Shipping
HlghText Publicatlons Inc.
P.O.Box 1489

Solana Beach, CA 92075
1-800-888-4741

Available Now From The NASWA
Company Store!

Joe Carr is well known for his 42 previous
books and countless articles that show himto be
oneofthe world’s leading authorities onpractical
antenna systems. His latest book teams him with
HighText Publications, a new operation started
up by Harry Helms, another well known radio
hobby author. The collaboration has produced
onc of the most useful antenna design and
construction books published since Ed Noll’s
Easy Up Antennas.

Unlike some antenna books that simply show
you fifty ways to configure a dipole, Joe starts
witha clean sheet of paperand an open mind. He
takes classic designs fordipoles, doublets, Zepps,
wire beams, windoms, verticals, slopers, even
rhombics and curtain arrays and brings them
into the twenty first century. With each design,
Joe provides a firm foundation in antennatheory
and construction that includes the tradeoffs and
compromises that “real-world” antenna building
throw at us all.

I knew [ was going to like Joe's style when I
opened the book and the first page was devoted
to safety. Joe obviously wants his readership to

Page

live long enough to read his next 42 books. This
is also followed up by an in depth chapter on
Antennaand Lightning Protection Grounds. This
man’s mind is right!!!

Joe’s book goes well beyond “basic” antenna
constructionthat might be found inany beginners
text or my Monitoring Times articles. This does
not mean that the book is beyond the scope of
most beginners, however. The explanations of
antenna theory and practice are written in clear,
casy to understand terms well within the sco
of most first time antenna builders. This is quite
simply a book for anyone who wants to get
serious about antenna construction. It isalso one
of the few antenna books that is written with the
“listener” in mind. All too many antenna books
are collections of Ham Radio antennas done
overinhopes that SWLswon’t mind all the extra
chapters that worry about SWR and feedlines.

Still, Joe does not totally reject great ham
antenna design when it is appropriate. 1 took one
of Joe’s ideas and ran with it for my home
station, giving me an antenna that met both my
receiving and transmitting needs. I have long
admired the doublet antenna design known as
the G5RV. Hams use this design because it can
be operated more or less harmonically over the
entire HF spectrum. Joe shows the theory behind
the voo doo associated with this design and
points out how it can also be effective for
shortwave listening. The gimmick that makes it
work is a “feedline” made up of a measured
length of open wire and coax. While my tyard
gave me room for the elements, 1 never felt 1
could properly run the feedline effectively. Joe’s
explanation of the theory showed that {could
practically substitute 300 ohm television
twinlead, making the feedline run short enough
to work well at my home. I strung this puppy up
and I'm happier then a pig in slop with its
performance on both ham and SWBC bands.
Another satisfied customer!!!

If you have the real estate, Joe’s chapter on
Longwire Antennas includes many wonderful
applications of Vee Beam, Rhombic and
Beverage designs. Other chapters cover serious
gain antennas such as the Collinear Franklin
Aray and the Lazy-H design.  also appreciated
his treatment of halfand full wave loops, designs
often left unconsidered by listeners.
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Chapter 10, Directional Antennas will make
you feel like you are setting up a listening post
for the NSA. Bobtail curtain and Thome arrays
always seemed a little too much like work to me.
Joe's treatment of these designs just might get
me to give them a try, perhaps on a DXpedition.

Joe does not forget dedicated tropical band
listeners and their special antenna needs. His
chapter on Small Loop Receiving Antennas
breaks some new ground by promoting designs
that utilize computerribbon cable and embroide
hoops. It’s one of those “Gee, why didn’t I thin
of that” ideas that makes assembling a loop so
casy that the laziest listener will be willing to
giveitatry. I planto apply this notion to my next
Medium Wave loop project. (Hey, I’ve been in
the NRCalmost as long as I've been in NASWA
folks)

Not too long ago, I overheard some folks on
the ANARC SWL Net saying that some signals
hang in on their vertical antennas long afier they
have faded on their horizontal dipoles. I’m sure
the theory behind this could fill a few books, but
it makes me think that Joe’s chapter on practical
Vertical Antennas is just the thing for a second
backyard project. Joe's notes on construction of
vertical designs are innovative and well within
the ability of most hobbyists. He also demystifies
the idea of ground radials in receiving
applications.

Well, that was the main course, are you ready
fordessert??? The multi-talented Mr. Carr makes
available a disk of helpful antenna design

rograms that do all that nasty math for us.

hcsegrograms are designed to run on an MS-
DOS IBM compatible computerand are available
for $20 directly from:

Joe Carr
P.O.Box 1099
Falls Church, VA 22041

Joe's program “Antlers” now has a permanent
space on my hard disk for future antenna projects.

isdiskis NOT copy protected and Joe authorizes
unlimited noncommercial copying (It can be
given away but not sold) What a guy!!!

Needless to say, | am sold on Joe Carr’s
Receiving Antenna Handbook. Get yourselfthis
book and get cracking on some new skywires
before the weather turns cold and the DX gets
hot!!!

Onto other matters. To help us withsome light
summer reading about the countries we monitor,
our own LATIN DESTINATION'S editor Don
Moore is back again with another fine review.
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THE FEVER COAST LOG

By Gordon Chaplin

1992 New York: Simon & Schuster
229 pages

I am always on the lookout for new Latin
American travelogues, so I quickly grabbed this
one when I saw itin the new book section in the
Davenport (1A) library. THE FEVER COAST
LOG isthe tale ofa small yacht voyage along the
Central American Caribbean coast from Belize
to the Panama Canal in 1990. For the first part of
the journey, the author follows in the footsteps of
his ancestor, artist Frederick Catherwood, who
in 1837-40 accompanied John Stephens, one of
the first American diplomats assigned to Central
America. Catherwood and Stephens didn’t have
much success on the diplomatic front, but they
did rediscover numerous Mayanruins, including
the magnificent Copan ruins in Honduras.
Stephen’s writings about their travels and
Catherwood’s highly detailed pen and ink
drawings awakened interest in the ancient
Mayansamong Americanand Europeanscholars.
Chaplin visits the same coastal cities and inland
ruins as Catherwood and Stephens did,
comparing his observations with those of
Catherwood and Stephens 150 years previous.

Although THEFEVER COAST LOG is only
average as travelogues go, it is an entertaining
enough journey through some very out-of-the-
way comers of Central America. As a DXer, |
enjoyed Chaplin’s occasional referenced to
SWLing on the yacht, ¢.g., tuning in Radio
Austrahaone moming or listening tothe nautical
weather report from the US Coast Guard station
in Portsmouth, VA,

Whilelooking for THE FEVER COASTLOG,
you might also want to look up John Lloyd
Stephen’s account of his and Catherwood’s
journeys, INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL IN
CENTRAL AMERICA, CHIAPAS, AND
YUCATAN. Originally published in 1841, |
believe it was reprinted during the 1980s. 1
haven’t seen Stephen’s book myself, but did
read an abridged account of their trip several
years ago in TRAVELS IN CENTRAL
AMERICA, 1821-1840by FranklinParker(ed.),
University of Florida Press, 1970. Parker’s book
tellsthe stories of several adventurous Americans
who visited Central America in those first two
turbulent decades of independence from Spain.
Parker’s book ranks as one of my all time
favorite Latin American Books and is well worth
the wait of using Inter-library Loan if your local
library doesn’t have it in the stacks.
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Packet KW3F @ WB3JOE

Report of the Conference of the European DX Council,
1993

by Gerald F. Kercher*

I attended the 1993 Conference of the
European DX Council, the umbrella
organization for the DX Clubs in Europe.
Two other North American DXers were there,
Maryanne Kehoe and Lewis Coulborn. The
Conference was held 29-31 May in the city
of Las Palmas in the Canary Islands. I had
never visited this little part of Spain before
and it was highly enjoyable. The volcanic
islands lie about 60 miles west of the coast of
Morocco in about the same latitude as
Jacksonville, Florida. The climate seems to
be almost perfect—dry, witha lot of sunshine
but a cooling breeze. The temperature range
when [ was there was from the low 60s to the
mid 70s.

Lacking even a beginning knowledge of
Spanish, I was mildly concerned about
finding my way from the airport to the hotel
in the city so I was greatly relieved to see a
smiling sefiorita holding a sign with the
name of another conference attendee and the
legend, “EDXC *93." I explained to her that
I was not the person she was seeking, but
was going to the conference. Speaking perfect
English, she introduced me to a member of
the sponsoring radio club in Las Palmas who
took another visitor and me, in his car, to our
hotels. This was typical of the friendly
hospitality evident throughout my visit.

The convention activities took place in a
spacious lecture hall at the University of Las
Palmas. This school is located on a modern
campus a few miles out of the city. Each
morning we would walk a few blocks to a
small park where we boarded a comfortable
tour bus which took us to the University.

* Quaker Hill, CT 06375-0168

These transfers were accomplished under
theefficient guidance of three beautiful young
women wearing smartly tailored, mini-skirted
uniforms. I learned that they were students at
the University hired for the conference. Each
spoke several languages andthey were always
available during conference hours to answer
questions and keep things moving smoothly.
In the lecture hall, the proceedings were
conducted in either Spanish or English.
Interpreters, working in a sound-proof booth,
provided simultaneous translations
receivable on small FM units with earphone
attachments. The equipment worked well
and the translators were so adept that the
language barrier was hardly noticeable. The
opening ceremony included greetings from
the president of the sponsoring club,
comments by Mr. Michael Murray, the EDXC
Secretary General, and remarks by officials
of the University. About mid-morning, we
reboarded the bus and were taken to the
Maspalomas Space Station about ten miles
away. This installation monitors satellites as
part of INTA, the Spanish National Technical
Aerospace Institute, part of the European
Space Agency. We were conducted through
the installation by some of the engineers in
charge of the various sections, all of whom
spoke fluent English. We were each given a
beautiful poster showing a satellite view of
the island which had been prepared at this
station.

When we returned to the University, it was
lunch time, but first the Bacardi rum people
provided generous outpourings of different
juicedrinks enhancedby their special product.
The lunches at the University were enjoyable
affairs, served buffet-style under the
benevolent eyes of the aforementioned “tour
guides.” On the second day, the University
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sessions included a lecture about Propagation
of Radio Waves by a member of the
engineering staff, and a talk by the technical
chief of Sony Corporation in Spain.

A member of an Italian club, Asociacion
Italiana de Radioascolo, spoke about the
number of European broadcasters that have
recently curtailed foreign language
broadcasting. He circulated a petition which
was signed by the hobbyists in attendance,
asking that such reductions cease. The
completed documents will be sent to the
broadcasters concerned.

At the end of the day, a forum was held with
the station representatives at the conference.
These included George Wood from Radio
Sweden, Jeff White of Radio Miami
International, Waldemar Kramer from
Deutsche Welle, Frans Vossen of Radio
Vlaanderen and Heary Ying Li Lee from the
Voice of Free China. George Wood said that
the petitions we had signed would be a little
late for Radio Sweden since they are cutting
broadcasts in Spanish and French as of 1
July. Jeff White told about his new transmitter.
I asked Mr. Lee about the popularity of our
hobby in Taiwan. He said he doubted if there
were more than 10,000 shortwave listeners
in the country. For one thing, until about 10
years ago, such activity wasillegal. Itis now
permitted but he did not know of any DX
clubs on the island.

lattended a meeting of representatives of the
different European clubs at the conference.
Much of the session was taken up by a
discussion of ways to standardize rules for
DX contests by the member clubs.

At the end of the day we returned to our
hotels to get ready for the banquet scheduled
for later that evening. Much later. It started
right on time at the appointed hour of 2200L !
Your Old Dad was a little weary since I
generally turn in about an hour before that
‘ime, but it was easy to get into the spirit of
the affair since social engagements are among
the things the Canarians do superbly well.
We again boarded our familiar bus and were
taken to a beautiful restaurant, Casona del
Pagador, about 15 minutes out of town in the
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hills overlooking the city. We were outside in
anintimate garden setting. There were about
cight different courses of various dainties
accompanied by appropriate beverages. Food
and drink were among the highlights of this
conference.

There is no rest for the wicked, however, and
the following morning we were up bright and
carly forascheduled “excursion to the center
of Gran Canaria Island.” This was Whit
Monday, a holiday in Spain, and our first
stop was the town of Valleseco where a
carnival-like atmosphere prevailed. They
were having a celebration of the 150th
anniversary of the separation of the place
from a neighboring political entity. We were
shown some of the historical places of interest
and then taken to the city hall for a greeting
by the mayor and a gift consisting of an
inscribed book telling the story of the
separation struggle plus abeautiful cloisonne
pendantkeyring bearing the community logo.
In connection with the celebration, a small
FM radio station had been set up and we were
escorted tothis where we were greeted by the
station manager and invited to look around.

Next we journeyed further inland to Cruz de
Tejeda, a scenic village overlooking some
rugged terrain not unlike parts of the
American west. An excellent luncheon was
laid on here, a heavier meal, really, than the
banquet the night before. Again, this was
exactly right. Following the meal, we were
each presented with a three-color certificate
from the University of Las Palmas attesting
toour having completed the approved course
for the EDXC Conference ‘93. This elegant
document is duly signed and sealed and my
name is preceded by the letter “D” which |
suppose stands for Don. Iamtelling everyone,
however, that it means “Doctor”. Harold
Cones has nothing on me.

We returned to the city late in the afternoon
where we said goodby to our cheerful guides.
It is hard to describe how efficiently they
handled so many aspects of the conference.
One was from Germany, one from Peru and
the others Canarians. As I said, all were
graduate students at “my Alma Mater.”




I really enjoyed seeing this corner of the
Atlantic and I hope toreturn someday. Except
for the visit to the space station, the radio
parts of the conference really did not present
much that was new. The social and tourist
aspects could hardly have been better. The
numbers in attendance were a little
disappointing. Last year in Finland we had
over 200. This year around 50 showed up
with no one from the mainland of Spain
which I thought was surprising.

Next year the conference will be in Paris,
France. I talked with a representative of one
of the sponsoring French clubs and he said
they will be lining up some reasonable
accommodations in college dormitories or
similar places. This might be a good
opportunity to visit the City of Light without

spending a fortune. Plan to attend. The
following year, 1995, the conference will be
in Denmark. This is hard to believe, but
Anker Petersen handed out printed tentative
schedules in Las Palmas for the ’95
conference in Denmark. Nordic efficiency.
Don’t miss this one!

Anafterthought—I will anticipate aquestion
and tell you that I did not see any canaries
while on the island of Gran Canaria. At least,
1did not see any yellow birds that looked like
the ones old ladies used to keep in cages
when I was a child. I did see some sparrow-
like birds that were excellent singers. In case
you never heard, the islands got their name
from the Latin word for dog, canis. Back
when the first Romans arrived they found a
lot of dogs on the islands.

NOW AVAILABLE!?

THE MEw SHORTWAVE RADIOGYIDE
1993 éEorrron

it's beral Ir's been nearly a year since the kst edition of
The New Shortware Radioguick was published In that
fime, contrary fo appearances, your editor has been had
al work In response 1o both user suggestions and
increased competition from imitating publications, John
figiazzi has revamped his popular Shortwave Radioguide

mmﬂuummmbm&cnthmnwmbn,
v

mifnﬂpmwyhmkmoﬂuﬂm&tjd\

The New Shortwave Radioguids, like its predecessoy
carries thousands of listings of English language
programs broadcast 10 or generaly sudble in North
America, Bt The New Shortwave Radboguide qoes 1 few
sieps further

First, there are now references and stings for English
Janquage programs broacast 1o other regions of the
world Second, program lstings are carried for the other
“workd” services offered in the primary languages of
stations ke Radio france Intemational and Deutsche
Welke. finally, there are even listings offered according
some popudar program types!

The cost of The New Shormware Radoguid?

6 PER COPY POSTPAID TO NAM
20 PER COPY ELSEWHERE

Now avaable from Tharks 1o Hardld Seers of
The NASWA Company Stors  the Ontario DX Association
45 Widflower Road for bis deskiop pbishing
Levitiown, PR 19057 help with this publication

AS REVIEWED ON MEOIA NMETWORK!
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DX
Target

Peru

A Look At Six Peruvian Broadcasters

By Richard A. D'’Angelo

Many DXers consider Peruvian stations some of
the most elusive and rewarding shoriwave
broadcasting targets in Latin America. The
country offers numerous opportunities to log
new, low-powered outlets. Shortwave broadcast
stations seem to come and go in this exotic
country. Perii’s popularity amongradio hobbyists
over the last decade can be traced to its many
stations thathave operated onshortwave. During
much of the early 1980’s, shortwave broadcast
stations from Peri were reasonably good verifiers
of listener reception reports. But as economic
conditions deteriorated, so did the reply rates
from this country’s shortwave broadcast stations.
However, recently I have noted a slight upturnin
replies from this partof Latin America. Perhaps,
it was just a series of reporis to the right stations.
However, a DXer is always hopeful that a few
good replies is indicative of a trend.

Radioisthe chief means of mass communication
in Peri. The country has hundreds of broadcast
radio stations, some of which transmit in both
Quechua and Spanish. Of particular interest to
the shortwave broadcast DXer are over 150
stations in the 1993 edition of the World Radio
Television Handbook listed as broadcasting on
shoriwave from Peri. Many of these stations are
low-powered and rarely heard. Others transmit
on very erratic schedules. Just about all radio
stations in Perd suffer from power shortages
which can curtail the broadcast day in this
country. Because of the lack of reliable electricity,
many of these stations only operate during their
local mornings. Consequently, the best time in
North America 1o log shortwave broadcasters
from Peni is during their morning around 1000
UTC sign-on. European listeners find good
openings around midnight UTC and even earlier
during the winter as darkness approaches in
Latin America.

This DX Target will focus on six specific
shortwave broadcasters that have beenknown to
verify listener reception reports during the last
twelve months. These aren’t the only stations
verifying but they are the only ones that sent me

some information about their operations.
However, before we proceed with specific station
details, a little background information about
Perd is in order.

The Country

Periisthe thirdlargest country in South America
and home to numerous, and often exotic,
shortwave broadcast station DX Targets. Only
Brazil and Argentina cover a greater area. The
country lies in western South America along the
Pacific Ocean. The long, narrow coast consists
of adesert drierthan the Sahara. Most of Peri’s
large cities lie in this region. The Andes
Mountains rise to1he cast of the coast and extend
north and south down the entire length of the
country. This region is famous for its grass-
covered plateaus, crystal-clearair and sparkling
sunshine. Thick rain forests and jungles cover
most of the hot, humid region east of the Andes.

Peri is one of the world’s leading producers of
copper, lead, silverand zinc. Italsoranksamong
the world’s leading fishing countries. However,
most of the country’s people are poor. Many of
them make abare living farming. Other Peruvians
work for low wages in the cities or are
unemployed.

The People

Peri hasa population ofabout 21 million people.
Itisestimated that as many as 8 million Peruvians
are Indians. The rest of the country’s population
consists mainly of people of mixed Indian and
white ancestry. Whites make up only a small
part of Peni’s total population.

About 1two-thirds of the people live in cities or
towns. The rest live in rural arcas. The largest
city is the capital, Lima, with about 4 million
people. Itisthelargest,busiest and most modern
city in Peri. Calleao and Arequipa, each with
about 300 thousand people, rank next in size.
Three other Peruvian cities have a population of
more than 150 thousand. They are Chiclayo,
Chimbote, and Trujillo.
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The Language

Spanish became Peni’s official language soon
after Spain conquered the Incas in the 1530’s. It
remainedthe only official language of the country
until 1975 whenthe government made the Indian
language of Quechua an official language along
with Spanish.

About three-quarters of all Peruvians speak
Spanish. The rest speak various Indianlanguages
with the most common being Quechua. About2
million Indians, who live in the highest parts of
the Andes, speak only Quechua. However,
many Peruvians speak both Spanish and an
Indian Language.

OFICINA ¥ ESTUDIOS: Faderico Sénchex 720 — Yeldf. 2702
PLANTA TRANSMISORA: Alto Coperoha
TARAPOTO-PERU DPTO. SAN MARTIN

ONDA MFDIA 1280 hIIZ

ONDA CORTA B018 K12
F.M. LA ESTACION

Estacién Tarapoto

Radio Estacién Tarapoto s locatedin the city of Tarapoto in the Department of San Martin. The region
hasatropical climate with 40 degree centigrade temperatures quite commonand frequent, unforeseeable
torrential rain storms. Tarapoto in a dynamic commercial city and is the capital for commercial
activities in San Martin.

The station, “La Primera Opcion en Radio”, is a relatively young enterprise. For eight years, Estacién
Tarapoto has broadcast a variety of programs for the region simultaneously on three frequencies. On
shortwave, the station can be heard on 5,015 kHz with 700 watts. The call letters are OAZ9B. The
medium wave outlet on 1,250 kHz also uses only 700 watts. The call letters are OAX9K. A third
channel on FM broadcasts on 101.3 mHz.

The broadcast day commences at 1000 UTC and ends at 0500 UTC. The station is proud of its news
and public affairs programs. La Masiana en la Noticia is broadcast from 1100-1300 UTC each day.
Another program, EI Mundo en Accion, features a variety of music styles heard throughout the cou niry.

The station’s Gerente, Luis Hidalgo Sanchez, is a good verifier of listener reception reports. Spanish
language reports with return postage can be sent to the station at:

Estacién Tarapoto
Jiron Federico Sanchez 720
Tarapoto, Dpto. San Martin

Peri

Ondas Del Mayo

This Peruvian broadcaster is very new 1o
the international shortwave broadcast scene.
It commenced broadcasting from Nueva
Cajamarca in January 1992 on 6,803 kHz
with a transmitler capable of only 250
watts. The station operates from 1000-
1200 UTC and 2100-0100 UTC with a
variety of music programs. Evenings
include a lively musical request program
that is very popular with the local listeners.

Radio Difusora (emercial

“ONDAS DEL MAYO"

Jr. Huallags 348 —  Nva, Osjamarcs
SAN MARTIN — AIOJA — PERU
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Nucva Cajamarca, with a population of approximately 5 thousand, is located in the province of Rioja
in the Department of San Martin. Agriculture is the most important clement of the local economy. The
primary crops are rice and corn. The local market places are abundant and active. They form abeehive
of commerce and serve as an integral part of the regions economy.

Edilberto Lucio Peralta Lozada is the station’s Gerente. He replies to listener reporis with a personal
letter. Spanish language reception reports with return postage can be sent 1o the station at:

OnJas del Mayo
Jiron Huallaga 348
Nueva Cajamarca, San Martin
Peni

Radio Nuevo Cajamarca

The last of our San Martinbroadcasters is Radio Nuevo Cajamarca. Operating on 5,800 kHz with 1,000
walts, this station puts in a fairly reliable signal most mornings during the DX season. The station is
scheduled to operate from 1145 UTC 10 1500 UTC and from 1800 UTCto0 0200 UTC Monday through
Saturday with an 0100 UTC sign-off on Sunday. I have heard nothing but lively music programs on
this stations which has made for some enjoyable listening.

I was fortune 1o receive a long personal letter from Aladino Gavidia lHHuaman, a station announcer and
administrator prior to his departure from Radio Nuevo Cajamarca. Unfortunately his departure may
mean QSL’s from this station could be few and far between. However, the good news is he is now
working for Radio Chota which transmits on 4,890 kHz so QS1.’s may be coming from this Department
of Cajamarca broadcaster in the near future. However if you hear Radio Nuevo Cajamarca, I would
suggest sending a Spanish language receplion report with return postage direct to the station at:

Radio Nuevo Cajamarca
Avenida Cajamarca 126

Nueva Cajamarca, San Martin
Peni

 RADIO CUSCO

OAX-7A 6195 KH -ONDA CORTA OAX-7G 1460 KH -ONDA LARGA
ECO MUSICAL 90.1 MHZ F.M.

Radio Cusco

Finally a station not located in San Martin! Radio Cusco, of the city and department of the same name,
has recently moved from its traditional 6,191.7 kHz 10 6,203.7 kHz due 10 interference from the new
Bolivian station, Radio Metropolitana, on 6,194.5 kHz. The station operates from 1000 UTC 10 0300
UTC with 1,000 watts of power. The 49 meter band outlet is designed 10 serve a national and
international audience. The medium wave channel on 1,470 kHz serves a local and regional audience.

Radio Cuscoisthe second oldest radio station in the country. Established on 11 April 1936, the station
was founded shortly after Radio Nacional. In Peni, the station’s slogan is “La Voz de la Capital
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Arqueologica de America.” It's shortwave operations broadcast programs about Peruvian culture from
the time of the Inca Empire to the present.

Over the years, the station has received correspondence from five continents. A Spanish language
reception report with return postage should result in a reply from the station’s Gerente, Raul Siu
Almonte. Try the following simple address:

Radio Cusco
Casilla 251
Cusco, Cusco
Peri

OCX4) 1510 KHZ ONOA MEO!:

Radio TARMA ke’ ooxet 475 xe owoacom:

OCwaa 993 MHZ ¢ M STERED
L

Radio Tarma

Located high inthe Andes Mountains, Radio Tarma broadcasts froma location over 3,000 metersabove
sea level. The city of Tarma is approximately 250 kilometers east of Lima. The city’s population of
150 thousand enjoy temperatures that range from 6° to 23° centigrade with an average temperature
during the year of 15° centigrade. The principle economic activities of the region are agriculture,
livestock, and commerce. There are numerous archeological monuments recognizingthe achievements
of the Incas.

Radio Tarma was founded on 17 April 1958. On medium wave it operates on 1,510 kHz using the call
sign OCX4J. The AMSA transmitter has a potential output of 3,000 watts. A Koley transmitter with
.a power of 500 watts is kept on hand for emergencies. On shortwave the station operates a 1,000 walt
Koley transmitter on 4,775 kHz with a call sign of OCX4E. The 500 watt FM transmitter utilizes 99.3
mHz and a call sign of OCW4A. The station broadcasts simultaneous programs on medium wave and
shortwave. The stereo FM outlet transmits separate programs. The studios are located at Molino del
Amo 167 in Tarma. The transmitters are located about 4 kilometers outside of the town. The medium
wave antenna is a polarized vertical 48 meters high. The shortwave antenna is a (TIPO) dipole 29
meters long and 15 meters above the ground. The four element FM antenna is located on top of the
studio and office building in Tarma.

Radio Tarma is a fairly good verifier of listener reception reports. The station replies with a full data
form letter from Mario Monteverde Pumareda, Gerente-General. Spanish language reception reports
and return postage can be sent to the station at the following address:

Radio Tarma
Molino Del Amo 167
Apartado 167
Tarma
Perd

Radio Naylamp

Broadcasting from “la Provincia de Lambayque” is Radio Naylamp. Located inthe city of Lambayque,
the station broadcasts to the surrounding region on medium wave and shortwave. The station’s message
is broadcast in parts of the Andes and the 11 districts that make up the province. Radio Naylamp’s
programs address the customs and music of the region. During my first reception of this station, | heard

a program about the people and the music of Peri. Most of the music consisted of Huaynos which is
a staple of this station’s program line up.
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RA00: w TP RaDIO NAYLAMEP BLR.L.

0BX — 1M — OM I580 KH1
"LA DIFERENTE"
AV, HUAMACHUCO 1080 - TELF. 3353 2do. PISO — LAMBAYEQUE

——ec—

wpfio de la |odernizecibs de la Rducacién®.

LAMBAYEQUE

Radio Naylamp broadcasts simultancously on two frequencies. On medium wave the station can be
beard on 1,580 kHz with the call sign OBX. On shortwave Radio Naylamp can be heard on 4,300 kiiz
with a power of S00 watts. The operating hours are from 1000 UTC to 1500 UTC in the local morning
and from 2200 UTC to 0300 UTC in the evening.

The station’s Director-Gerente Juan José Grandez Vargas verifies correct listener reception reports
with a personal letter and a station card. A Spanish Janguage report with return postage can be sent
to the stalion al:

Radio Naylamp
Avenida Huamachuco 1080
Lambayque, Lambayque

cri