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Dear F e l l o w Members -

T h i s l e t t e r i s not simply about p o e t r y , but r a t h e r i s about a growing t r e n d 
which sees more and more non-DX r e l a t e d m a t e r i a l i n the pages of DX News. 
I w i l l r e p e a t here what I wrote to B i l l W u r t z e l on Jan u a r y 28, a t the time 
we e d i t e d out h i s poetry and t h a t of o t h e r s i n the Feb. 5 i s s u e : 

T r a d i t i o n a l l y DX News has l i m i t e d i t s e l f t o those a r e a s d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d 
t o the DXing hobby. I n the o l d days, when mimeograph was used, a t o t a l 
of 20 pages ( w i t h o u t any r e d u c t i o n as i n the o f f s e t p r o c e s s ) went out 
each week. I t was a b s o l u t e l y n e c e s s a r y t h a t only t i p v a l u e m a t e r i a l 
could appear due to t h i s l i m i t a t i o n . With the advent of o f f s e t p r i n t i n g 
i n 1968 ( s i c ) we were a b l e to add v a r i e t y to DX News, u s i n g photos and 
c l i p s , drawings and the l i k e . At the same time a l l p u b l i s h i n g committees 
s i n c e t h a t time have re-emphasized the need t o "hold the l i n e " on mater­
i a l used i n DX News: t o keep i t r e l a t e d t o DXing and of use to the mem­
b e r s h i p as a whole. Anything we p r i n t comes from the income from g e n e r a l 
membership dues and we here i n L o u i s v i l l e f e e l an o b l i g a t i o n to i n s u r e 
t h a t the membership as a whole i s s e r v e d . 

T h i s g e n e r a l statement of p o l i c y i s not a l l t h a t o r i g i n a l i n content, and 
i s supported i n l e t t e r s we've r e c e i v e d . D a l l a s L a n k f o r d , i n a copy of a 
l e t t e r r e c e i v e d here: 

The p rimary reason f o r Musings has been (and I t h i n k most members agree) 
t o provide i n f o r m a t i o n about what they hear and the equipment they use. 
L e t t i n g some p e r s o n a l i t y come through i s r e a s o n a b l e , s i n c e o t h e r w i s e 
Musings are cut and d r i e d . However, f i n d i n g out about i n d i v i d u a l 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s can bes t be done by p e r s o n a l l e t t t e r . The NRC i s not a 
"pen p a l " c l u b . 

Joe Brauner was more c o n c i s e : "The o r i g i n a l purpose of NRC was t o c o l l e c t 
and d i s t r i b u t e a n y t h i n g of worth about DXing. Nothing more or l e s s . " Our 
i n s i g h t as t o what the membership wants was r e i n f o r c e d by responses to the 
member survey we took i n 1977- John D. Bowker compiled the survey r e s u l t s . 
I n a r e c e n t l e t t e r he sen t t o E r n i e Cooper, he mentioned t h a t a number of 
members had commented t h a t non-DX m a t e r i a l , even t h a t wich was the r e s u l t 
of c o n s i d e r a b l e time and a t t e n t i o n and, o c c a s i o n a l l y , a r t i s t i c , had no p l a c e 
i n DX News. Those responding on t h i s s u b j e c t g e n e r a l l y s a i d t h a t time and 
space i n DX News should be used on something more r e l a t e d t o the g o a l s of 
the c l u b . 
A few w i l l say, "Well, t h a t ' s j u s t your i d e a of what should be i n Musings." 
Not so! Something John Callarman wrote i n a le n g t h y l e t t e r prompted me to 
go i n t o our b u l l e t i n f i l e s and see j u s t what NRC p o l i c y was s t a t e d over the 
y e a r s . I n 1968 we read: 

T h i r t y l i n e l i m i t w i t h a re q u e s t f o r more br e v i t y . . . N o v / s , SW, TV, FM 
i n Musings. P l e a s e keep a l l but BCB DX items out of your Musings — 
Musings. T h i s s e c t i o n i s as old as the NRC i s gentlemen. I t has always 
been the p l a c e where members t e l l of t h e i r DX doings. We n o t i c e of l a t e 
a tendency t o use Musings as a gabbing spot w i t h no DX mentioned, even 
though DXing has been done I T h i s i s the system i n another c l u b , w h i l e 
a c l u b even olde r than NRC has now e l i m i n a t e d a l l r e p o r t s of members 
i n paragraph form! The BCB s e c t i o n of t h a t Club has shrunk to about 
s i x pages a month! Moral: Keep t h i s s e c t i o n f u l l of DX doings and t i p s . 

I n 1971 we read: "Make your Musings i n f o r m a t i v e - g i v e d a t e s and tim e s t o 
hel p o t h e r s . " We ar e a l s o reminded over the y e a r s t h a t Musings were not 
intended t o be used f o r acknowledging correspondence; Musings were t o be 
c o n c i s e and to the p o i n t . The above a r e , of course, from E r n i e Cooper. 
We here as both e d i t o r f o r the whole b u l l e t i n and p u b l i s h e r s i n c e r e l y 
b e l i e v e t h a t Musings must be l i m i t e d to DX, to i n f o r m a t i o n of use t o oth e r s . 
I n a Feb. Ik l e t t e r t o E r n i e I worte: 

I r e a l i z e Musings a r e a form of p e r s o n a l e x p r e s s i o n and some a r e good 
and bad.l At the same time Musings r e f l e c t the c h a r a c t e r of the c l u b 
a s a whole. P e r s o n a l items do help e s t a b l i s h a sense of comradeship, 
I have no argument w i t h t h a t , but Musings and any other c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
should r e l a t e r e a s o n a b l y t o the hobby. To have a c o n t r i b u t o r merely 
s t a t e h i s own philosophy of l i f e over s e v e r a l i s s u e s or to show h i s 
e x p e r t i s e a t p u t t i n g t o g e t h e r words, p h r a s e s and sentences i n every 
i s s u e has nothing to do w i t h DXing. NRC a l l these y e a r s has been a 
q u a l i t y c l u b and we j u s t don't f e e l we should a l l o w the c l u b to get 
away from DXing, even i f the f e e l i n g s of some members are h u r t . 

i R e p e a t i n g something E r n i e wrote to me. 
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E r n i e , i n a Muse, p i c k e d up on a comment r e c e i v e d here i n a l e t t e r from 
another member. He asked us to look up d e f i n i t i o n s of e d i t o r and p u b l i s h e r . 
E d i t o r i s d e f i n e d as "one who d i r e c t s the p o l i c i e s and c o n t r i b u t i o n s of a 
newspaper, magazine, book of r e f e r e n c e , e t c . " P u b l i s h e r i s "one who p r i n t s 
and i s s u e s from the p r e s s . " 
Two p o i n t s of r e p l y . F i r s t , DX News i s NOT a newspaper. We don't put items 
of g e n e r a l i n t e r e s t , other than DX, i n the b u l l e t i n . A l s o , i n t a k i n g on the 
work of p u b l i s h i n g we d i d not g i v e up the e d i t o r ' s r o l e , the r o l e of l e a d i n g 
NRC. We are g r e a t l y i n t e r e s t e d , i n t h i s d u a l r o l e , i n the content of DX 
News. 

* * * * * 
Before going any f u r t h e r , I ' l l acknowledge some c o n s t r u c t i v e c r i t i c i s m 
g i v e n by John Callarman. As a former p u b l i s h e r , he more than most, knows 
f u l l y our s i t u a t i o n as a p u b l i s h i n g committee. He wrote: "...the suddeness 
of the d e c i s i o n , without any apparent f o r e w a r d i n g to Cooper, W u r t z e l or the 
membership i n g e n e r a l , made i t seem l i k e a h a r s h , d i c t a t o r i a l d e c i s i o n 
made a f t e r r e c e i p t of a few anonymous (anonymous to the g e n e r a l membership) 
l e t t e r s . T h i s , I'm s u r e , was not the case. " 
A l i t t l e background i s c a l l e d f o r . S h o r t l y a f t e r we s t a r t e d p u b l i s h i n g 
here we r e c e i v e d a number of c r i t i c a l comments about non-DX items which 
appeared i n DX News. Being new to p u b l i s h i n g , we d i d not make much of the 
comments, p r e f e r r i n g to l e t the e d i t o r s e d i t t h e i r columns. With the 
a r r i v a l of B i l l W urtzel on the scene and the p o e t r y week a f t e r week, we 
f i n a l l y f e l t a need to take some a c t i o n . 
B i l l , by the way, had w r i t t e n to us i n October and t o l d us: " I would l i k e 
to p o i n t out t h a t I'm not g i v i n g away a l l my poems and l i m e r i c k s , but 
s h a r i n g them w i t h your r e a d e r s . . . A l s o , I i n t e n d to p u b l i s h my own po e t r y , 
and someday get a book of poems on the l i t e r a r y marketplace. I r e s e r v e 
the r i g h t to do w i t h my poems as I see f i t . " T r y i n g to be ag r e e a b l e , we 
waived any r i g h t s to B i l l ' s poems which had appeared, but a t the same time 
reminded him t h a t we hoped t o see h i s DX catc h e s r e p o r t e d on a r e g u l a r 
b a s i s . We even t o l d him then t h a t poems would be okay on an o c c a s i o n a l 
b a s i s . P o e t r y continued t o dominate h i s Musings. 
Correspondence was exchanged w i t h E r n i e i n e a r l y December r e g a r d i n g t h i s 
matter. E r n i e ' s Dec. 8 r e p l y i n d i c a t e d he would t r y to have B i l l l i m i t h i s 
poems to DX. He a l s o s t a t e d t h a t they d i d n ' t t a k e up much room, and t h a t 
those who complained about the p o e t r y would s k i p over them, u s i n g the 
analogy of a newspaper. 
Meanwhile, a d d i t i o n a l complaints were r e c e i v e d here about the p o e t r y . On 
J a n . 28 we were s t a r t l e d t o f i n d not only p o e t r y from B i l l W u r t z e l , but 
po e t r y from f o u r o t h e r s , i n c l u d i n g E r n i e . Enough was enough. The f u l l 
p u b l i s h i n g committee f e l t i t n e c e s s a r y to r e t u r n to the h i s t o r i c a l purpose 
of Musings: to s t a t e a p o l i c y and f o l l o w i t . We e d i t e d out the 5 p o e t i c 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s and immediately c a l l e d E r n i e Cooper to l e t him know t h a t they 
would be omitted from the Feb. 5 i s s u e which we were p u t t i n g t o g e t h e r t h a t 
day. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , E r n i e d i d not understand t h a t the p o l i c y would begin 
w i t h t h a t i s s u e . I apologized to him f o r a p p a r e n t l y not making i t c l e a r 
i n our c a l l . E r n i e had a l s o asked me to w r i t e a l e t t e r t o h i s good f r i e n d 
B i l l , e x p l a i n i n g t h a t t h i s was our d e c i s i o n and not h i s . T h i s was done 
the same day, J a n . 28. 
A comment which I typed i n " S t a t i c " i n a l a t e r i s s u e , as E r n i e c o r r e c t l y 
p o inted out i n a Muse, was i n e r r o r . I s t a t e d we had cut out over a page 
and a h a l f of poetry i n the Feb. 5 i s s u e . I thought we had e d i t e d one 
f u l l page p l u s poetry and f i l l e r from two other Musings. I r e g r e t t h i s 
e r r o r . 

* * * * * 
B e f o r e the above d i g r e s s i o n , I mentioned the sense of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y we 
f e e l f o r DX News. Members who r e c e i v e d t h e i r b u l l e t i n s by A i r m a i l p a i d 
$15 f o r DX News beginning J a n . 1 , 197^. Today the $15 r a t e remains i n 
e f f e c t , but i t i s i n e v i t a b l e , of course, t h a t dues w i l l r i s e . We f e e l 
e very e f f o r t must be made to hold down dues. T h i s can be done i f DX News 
i s kept manageable. 
DX News i s b u i l t around the t h r e e r e g u l a r columns each i s s u e , p l u s a f r o n t 
and back page. We f i r s t determine how many pages of IDXD, DDXD and Musings 
t h e r e are and then f i l l i n the b u l l e t i n around them. 
Ray Arruda r e c e n t l y t o l d DDXD c o n t r i b u t o r s t h a t q u a l i t y i s b e t t e r than 
q u a n t i t y . I f the columns, and i n p a r t i c u l a r Musings, a r e not kept con c i s e 
and r e l a t e d to DX t i p s and h e l p f u l i n f o r m a t i o n , we then wind up wa s t i n g 
money by p r i n t i n g e x t r a pages u n n e c e s s a r i l y . 
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We must have an even number of pages i n the b o o k l e t p r i n t i n g p r o c e s s , ( i . e . 
2 0 , 2k, kO, k8, e t c . ) I f 19 pages of IDXD, DDXD and Musings are r e c e i v e d 
we must have 3 pages of f i l l e r to come up w i t h a 2k page b u l l e t i n . On the 
other hand i f the columns a r e kept c o n c i s e , we could stop a t 20 pages and 
save p r i n t i n g and c o l l a t i n g time and money. A r a r e example of a p e r f e c t 
b u l l e t i n was t h a t f o r Feb. 2 6 , #18. Ray used a l i t t l e f i l l e r on page 7 , 
but the a l t e r n a t i v e was to l e a v e p a r t of the page blank. T h i s i s the 
same reas o n why we have no qualms about u s i n g c a r t o o n s , logos or B i l l 
H a l e ' s "ohmmeter". F i l l e r m a t e r i a l i s used only a f t e r we've determined 
how much space i s needed f o r the columns or s p e c i a l a r t i c l e s , and then 
only t o f i l l i n space which would otherwise be l e f t b l a n k . 
We do f e e l t h a t the s a v i n g s to members would be c o n s i d e r a b l e over a 
volumn y e a r i f the Musings e d i t o r e d i t s m a t e r i a l such as philosophy, 
correspondence r e p l i e s , and p r o p o s a l s put f o r t h , as i n the A p r i l 16 i s s u e , 
to p o s s i b l y add more non-DX m a t e r i a l to Musings. 

A number of comments were r e c e i v e d frcm members who f e l t we were not 
democratic and who questioned why we should make the p o e t r y d e c i s i o n 
w i t h o u t a vote of the membership. These members a r e c o r r e c t , we don't 
pretend to be DEMOCRATIC! 
Without going i n t o the f u l l h i s t o r y of our p r e s e n t NRC government s t r u c t u r e , 
I w i l l note t h a t f o r n e a r l y 25 y e a r s , the v a r i o u s p u b l i s h i n g committees of 
the NRC have kept up a p o s i t i o n of s i l e n t government; based upon the theory 
t h a t government which governs l e a s t governs b e s t . There are not r e a l l y 
a l a r g e number of d e c i s i o n s where the choice i s not d i c t a t e d by a b s o l u t e 
n e c e s s i t y . Dues i n c r e a s e s a r e u n f o r t u n a t e l y n e c e s s a r y . So i s r e p r i n t i n g 
the Log and P a t t e r n Book, New Member K i t s , etc.,and many l o g i s t i c a l 
m a t t e r s . U s u a l l y , the e d i t o r s help i n these d e c i s i o n s , as do some of the 
most a c t i v e members. For example, l a s t November we asked f o r i n p u t con­
c e r n i n g long-range p l a n s f o r NRC and r e c e i v e d v e r y good comments. We have 
not i n the r e c e n t p a s t , nor do we now f e e l a need f o r a h i g h l y - s t r u c t u r e d 
and complex governmental s t r u c t u r e . We are not democratic and admit i t . 
We do t r y to be r e s p o n s i v e to needs however. 

From the p e r s p e c t i v e of an o u t s i d e r , the whole po e t r y debate would seem 
a s i n i n e . From the p o i n t of view of the time and space devoted to the debate 
we must agree. On the other hand, we w i l l not continue to a l l o w non-DX 
garbage i n DX News. We w i l l not compromise on t h i s subject--we owe i t to 
the membership to keep DX News f o r DX. 
I f some of our members can't r e c o n c i l e themselves to the p r e s e n t government 
s t r u c t u r e , or to the d i r e c t i o n we see f o r DX News, t h e r e i s an option. 
J u s t w r i t e to Ron Musco a t Membership Center and we w i l l r e f und your money. 
None of the L o u i s v i l l e group w i l l be a b l e to make i t to YAD, as the h o l i d a y 
weekend i s of r e l i g i o u s s i g n i f i c a n c e t o us a l l . We do p l a n to be i n 
S t . L o u i s . 

S i n c e r e l y -

PAT HARTLAGE 
NRC S e c r e t a r y 
F o r the LPC 

P.S. Comments on t h i s m a t t e r w i l l no longer be accepted i n DX News, as 
E r n i e c l o s e d out the s u b j e c t i n # 2 3 . For those i n t e r e s t e d i n such t h i n g s , 
t h i s w i l l be going out t o 96 members who commented or who expressed 
o p i n i o n s on the s u b j e c t i n A t l a n t a . 

* 


