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Throughout its history the radio has assumed many shapes and sizes; indeed no
other piece of domestic equipment has been produced in quite so many different
forms. Cumbersome early sets were designed as pieces of furniture but gradually
the wireless came out of the closet and between the late 1920s and early 1940s it
went through what is now regarded as its golden age. Novelty sets were
particularly popular as extensive use of colourful plastics enabled the designers and
manufacturers to give free rein to their imaginations. Models were produced in the
shape of top hats, beer bottles, tea pots and even parrots but sets along more
classic lines were also produced, mirroring the design aesthetics of the era. The
transistor and the microchip, along with the advent of television, somewhat
curtailed the development of the radio as an object and sets became less central in
the domestic environment and more throwaway.

Radio Art Postcards presents thirty superb colour photographs of vintage radios by
Paul Straker-Welds, taken from the book Radio Art by Robert Hawes (The Green
Wood Publishing Company £14.99).
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