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{Public-—No. 262—61st Congress] 
[S. 7021] 

An Act To require apparatus and operators for radio communi¬ 
cation on certain ocean steamers. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the first 
day of July, nineteen hundred and eleven, it shall be unlawful for any 
ocean-going steamer of the United States, or of any foreign country, 
carrying passengers and carrying fifty or more persons, including 
passengers and crew, to leave or attempt to leave any port of the 
United States unless such steamer shall be equipped with an efficient 
apparatus for radio-communication, in good working order, in charge 
of a person skilled in the use of such apparatus, which apparatus shall 
be capable of transmitting and receiving messages over a distance of 
at least one hundred miles, night or day : Provided, That the provisions 
of this act shall not apply to steamers plying only between ports less 
than two hundred miles apart. 

Sec. 2. That for the purpose of this act apparatus for radio-com¬ 
munication shall not be deemed to be efficient unless the company 
installing it shall contract in writing to exchange, and shall, in fact, 
exchange, as far as may be physically practicable, to be determined 
by the master of the vessel, messages with shore or ship stations using 
other systems of radio-communication. 

Sec. 3. That the master or other person being in charge of any 
such vessel which leaves or attempts to leave any port of the United 
States in violation of any of the provisions of this act shall, upon 
conviction, be fined in a sum not more than five thousand dollars, and 
any such fine shall be a lien upon such vessel, and- such vessel may be 
libeled therefor in any district court of the United States within the 
jurisdiction of which such vessel shall arrive or depart, and the leaving 
or attempting to leave each and every port of the United States 
shall constitute a separate offense. 

Sec. 4. That the Secretary of Commerce and Labor shall make such 
regulations as may be necessary to secure the proper execution of this 
act by collectors of customs and other officers of the Government. 

Approved, June 24, 1910. 
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[PüBLic—No. 238—62d Congress] 
[S. 3815] 

An Act To amendai! Act entitled “An Act to require apparatus 
and operators for radio communcation on certain ocean steamers, approved 
June twenty-fourth, nineteen hundred and ten. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That section one of an Act 
entitled “An Act to require apparatus and operators for radio com¬ 
munication on certain ocean steamers,” approved June twenty-
fourth, nineteen hundred and ten, be amended so that it will read as 
follows : • X i j j 
“Section 1. That from and after October first, nineteen hundred 

and twelve, it shall be unlawful for any steamer of the United States 
or of any foreign country navigating the ocean or the Great Lakes 
and licensed to carry, or carrying, fifty or more persons, including 
passengers or crew or both, to leave or attempt to leave any port of 
the United States unless such steamer shall be equipped with an 
efficient apparatus for radio communication, in good working order, 
capable of transmitting and receiving messages over a distance of at 
least one hundred miles, day or night. An auxiliary power supply, 
independent of the vessel’s main electric power plant, must be pro¬ 
vided which will enable the sending set for at least four hours to send 
messages over a distance of at least one hundred miles, day or night, 
and efficient communication between the operator in the radio room 
and the bridge shall be maintained at all times. 
“The radio equipment must be in charge of two or more persons 

skill ed in the use of such apparatus, one or the other of whom shall be 
on duty at all times while the vessel is being navigated. Such equip¬ 
ment, operators, thé regulation of their watches, and the transmission 
and receipt of messages, except as may be regulated by law or inter¬ 
national agreement, shall be under the control of the master, in the 
case of a vessel of the United States; and every willful failure on the 
part of the master to enforce at sea the provisions of this paragraph 
as to equipment, operators, and watches shall subject him to a penalty 
of one hundred dollars. 
“That the provisions of this section shall not apply to steamers 

plying between ports, or places, less than two hundred miles apart. 
Sec 2. That this Act, so far as it relates to the Great Lakes, shall 

take effect on and after April first, nineteen hundred and thirteen, 
and so far as it relates to ocean cargo steamers shall take effect on 
and after July first, nineteen hundred and thirteen: Provided, ihat 
on cargo steamers, in lieu of the second operator provided for in this 
Act there may be substituted a member of the crew or other person 
who’ shall be duly certified and entered in the ship s log as competent 
to receive and understand distress calls or other usual calls indi¬ 
cating danger, and to aid in maintaining a constant wireless watch so t 

far as required for the safety of life. 
Approved, July 23, 1912. 
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[Public—No. 264—62d Congress] 
[S. 6412) 

An Act To regulate radio communication. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That a person, com¬ 
pany, or corporation within the jurisdiction of the United States 
shall not use or operate any apparatus for radio communication as a 
means of commercial intercourse among the several States, or with 
foreign nations, or upon any vessel of the United States engaged in 
interstate or foreign commerce, or for the transmission of radiograms 
or signals the effect of which extends beyond the jurisdiction of the 
State or Territory in which the same are made, or where interference 
would be caused thereby with the receipt of messages or signals from 
beyond the jurisdiction of the said State or Territory, except under 
and in accordance with a license, revocable for cause, in that behalf 
granted by the Secretary of Commerce and Labor upon application 
therefor; but nothing in this Act shall be construed to apply to the 
transmission and exchange of radiograms or signals between points 
situated in the same State: Provided, That the effect thereof shall 
not extend beyond the jurisdiction of the said State or interfere with 
the reception of radiograms or signals from beyond said jurisdiction; 
and a license shall not be required for the transmission or exchange 
of radiograms or signals by or on behalf of the Government of the 
United States, but every Government station on land or sea shall 
have special call letters designated and published in the list of radio 
stations of the United States by the Department of Commerce and 
Labor. Any person, company, or corporation that shall use or oper¬ 
ate any apparatus for radio communication in violation of this sec¬ 
tion, or knowingly aid or abet another person, company, or corpora¬ 
tion in so doing/ shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on 
conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hun¬ 
dred dollars, and the apparatus or device so unlawfully used and 
operated may be adjudged forfeited to the United States. 

Sec. 2. That every such license shall be in such form as the Secre¬ 
tary of Commerce and Labor shall determine and shall contain the 
restrictions, pursuant to this Act, on and subject to which the license 
is granted; that every such license shall be issued only to citizens of 
the United States or Porto Rico or to a company incorporated under 
the laws of some State or Territory or of the United States or Porto 
Rico, and shall specify the ownership and location of the station in 
which said apparatus shall be used and other particulars for its 
identification and to enable its range to be estimated; shall state the 
purpose of the station, and, in case of a station in actual operation 
at the date of passage of this Act, shall contain the statement that 
satisfactory proof has been furnished that it was actually operating 
on the above-mentioned date; shall state the wave length or the 
wave lengths authorized for use by the station for the prevention of 
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interference and the hours for which the station is licensed for work; 
and shall not be construed to authorize the use of any apparatus for 
radio communication in any other station than that specified Every 
such license shall be subject to the regulations contained herein, and 
such regulations as may be established from time to time by author¬ 
ity of this act or subsequent acts and treaties of the United States. 
Every such license shall provide that the President of the United 
States in time of war or public peril or disaster may cause the closing 
of any station for radio communication and the removal therefrom 
of all radio apparatus, or may authorize the use or control of any 
such station or apparatus by any department of the Government, 
upon just compensation to the owners. 

Sec. 3. That every such apparatus shall at all times while in use 
and operation as aforesaid be in charge or under the supervision of a 
person or persons licensed for that purpose by the Secretary of Com¬ 
merce and Labor. Every person so licensed who in the operation of 
any radio apparatus shall fail to observe and obey regulations con¬ 
tained in or made pursuant to this act or subsequent acts or treaties 
of the United States, or any one of them, or who shall fail to enforce 
obedience thereto by an unlicensed person while serving under his 
supervision, in addition to the punishments and penalties herein 
prescribed, may suffer the suspension of the said license for a period 
to be fixed by the Secretary of Commerce and Labor not exceeding 
one year. It shall be unlawful to employ any unlicensed person or 
for any unlicensed person to serve in charge or in supervision of 
the use and operation of such apparatus, and any person violating 
this provision shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction 
thereof shall be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred 
dollars or imprisonment for not more than two months; or both, in 
the discretion of the court, for each and every such offense : Provided, 
That in case of emergency the Secretary of Commerce and Labor 
may authorize a collector of customs to issue a temporary permit, 
in lieu of a license, to the operator on a vessel subject to the radio ship 
act of June twenty-fourth, nineteen hundred and ten. 

Sec. 4. That for the purpose of preventing or minimizing inter¬ 
ference with communication between stations in which such apparatus 
is operated, to facilitate radio communication, and to further the 
prompt receipt of distress signals, said private and commercial sta¬ 
tions shall be subject to the regulations of this section. These regula¬ 
tions shall be enforced by the Secretary of Commerce and Labor 
through the collectors of customs and other officers of the Govern- * 
ment as other regulations herein provided for. 
The Secretary of Commerce and Labor may, in his discretion, waive 

the provisions of any or all of these regulations when no interference 
of the character above mentioned can ensue. 
The Secretary of Commerce and Labor may grant special temporary 

licenses to stations actually engaged in conducting experiments for 
the development of the science of radio communication, or the 
apparatus pertaining thereto, to carry on special tests, using any 
amount of power or any wave lengths, at such hours and under such 
conditions as will insure the least interference with the sending or 
receipt of commercial or Government radiograms, of distress signals 
and radiograms, or with the work of other stations. 

In these regulations the naval and military stations shall be under¬ 
stood to be stations on land. 
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Regulations. 

NORMAL WAVE LENGTH. 

First. Every station shall be required to designate a certain definite 
wave length as the normal sending and receiving wave length of the 
station. This wave length shall not exceed six hundred meters or it 
shall exceed one thousand six hundred meters. Every coastal station 
open to general public service shall at all times be ready to receive 
messages of such wave lengths as are required by the Berlin conven¬ 
tion. Every ship station, except as hereinafter provided, and every 
coast station open to general public service shall be prepared to use 
two sending wave lengths, one of three hundred meters and one of 
six hundred meters, as required by the international convention in 
force: Provided, That the Secretary of Commerce and Labor may, 
in his discretion, change the limit of wave length reservation made by 
regulations first and second to accord with any international agree¬ 
ment to which the United States is a party. 

OTHER WAVE LENGTHS. 

Second. In addition to the normal sending wave length all sta¬ 
tions, except as provided hereinafter in these regulations, may use 
other sending wave lengths: Provided, That they do not exceed six 
hundred meters or that they do exceed one thousand six hundred 
meters : Provided further, That the character of the waves emitted 
conforms to the requirements of regulations third and fourth following. 

USE OF A “PURE WAVE.” 

Third. At all stations if the sending apparatus, to be referred to 
hereinafter as the “transmitter, ” is of such a character that the energy 
is radiated in two or more wave lengths, more or less sharply defined, 
as indicated by a sensitive wave meter, the energy in no one of the 
lesser waves shall exceed ten per centum of that in the greatest. 

USE OF A “sharp WAVE.” 

Fourth. At all stations the logarithmic decrement per complete 
oscillation in the wave trains emitted by the transmitter shall not 
exceed two-tenths, except when sending distress signals or signals 
and messages relating thereto. 

USE OF “STANDARD DISTRESS WAVE.” 

Fifth. Every station on shipboard shall be prepared to send distress 
calls on the normal wave length designated by the international con¬ 
vention in force, except on vessels of small tonnage unable to have 
plants insuring that wave length. 

SIGNAL OF DISTRESS. 

Sixth. The distress call used shall be the international signal of 
distress 
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use of "broad interfering wave” for distress signals. 

Seventh. When sending distress signals, the transmitter of a 
station on shipboard may be tuned in such a manner as to create 
a maximum of interference with a maximum of radiation. 

DISTANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR DISTRESS SIGNALS. 

Eighth. Every station on shipboard, wherever practicable, shall 
be prepared to send distress signals of the character specified in 
regulations fifth and sixth with sufficient power to enable them to 
be received by day over sea a distance of one hundred nautical miles 
by a shipboard station equipped -with apparatus for both sending 
and receiving equal in all essential particulars to that of the station 
first mentioned. 

“RIGHT OF WAV ” FOR DISTRESS SIGNALS. 

Ninth. All stations are required to give absolute priority to signals 
and radiograms relating to ships in distress; to cease all sending on 
hearing a distress signal; and, except when engaged in answering or 
aiding the ship in distress, to refrain from sending until all signals 
and radiograms relating thereto are completed. 

REDUCED POWER FOR SHIPS NEAR A GOVERNMENT STATION. 

Tenth. No station on shipboard, when within fifteen nautical miles 
of a naval or military station, shall use a transformer input exceeding 
one kilowatt, nor, when within five nautical miles of such a station, 
a transformer input exceeding one-half kilowatt, except for sending 
signals of distress, or signals or radiograms relating thereto. 

INTERCOMMUNICATION. 

Eleventh. Each shore station open to general public service 
between the coast and vessels at sea shall be bound to exchange 
radiograms with any similar shore station and with any ship station 
without distinction of the radio system adopted by such stations, 
respectively, and each station on shipboard shall be bound to ex¬ 
change radiograms with any other station on shipboard without 
distinction of the radio systems adopted by each station, respectively. 

It shall be the duty of each such shore station, during the hours 
it is in operation, to listen in at intervals of not less than fifteen 
minutes and for a period not less than two minutes, with the receiver 
tuned to receive messages of three hundred-meter wave lengths. 

DIVISION OF TIME. 

Twelfth. At important seaports and at all other places where 
naval or military and private commercial shore stations operate in 
such close proximity that interference with the work of naval and 
military stations can not be avoided by the enforcement of the 
regulations contained in the foregoing regulations concerning wave 
lengths and character of signals emitted, such private or commercial 
shore stations as do interfere with the reception of signals by the 
naval and military stations concerned shall not use their transmitters 
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during the first fifteen minutes of each hour, local standard time. 
The Secretary of Commerce and Labor may, on the recommendation 
of the department concerned, designate the station or stations which 
may be required to observe this division of time. 

GOVERNMENT STATIONS TO OBSERVE DIVISION OF TIME. 

Thirteenth. The naval or military stations for which the above-
mentioned division of time may be established shall transmit signals 
or radiograms only during the first fifteen minutes of each hour, 
local standard time, except in case of signals or radiograms relating 
to vessels in distress, as hereinbefore provided. 

USE OF UNNECESSARY POWER. 

Fourteenth. In all circumstances, except in case of signals or 
radiograms relating to vessels in distress, all stations shall use the 
minimum amount of energy necessary to carry out any communica¬ 
tion desired. 

GENERAL RESTRICTIONS ON PRIVATE STATIONS. 

Fifteenth. No private or commercial station not engaged in the 
transaction of bona fide commercial business by radio communica¬ 
tion or in experimentation in connection with the development and 
manufacture of radio apparatus for commercial purposes shall use a 
transmitting wave length exceeding two hundred meters, or a trans¬ 
former input exceeding one kilowatt, except by special authority of 
the Secretary of Commerce and Labor contained in the license of the 
station : Provided, That the owner or operator of a station of the char¬ 
acter mentioned in this regulation shall not be liable for a violation oí 
the requirements of the third or fourth regulations to the penalties 
of one hundred dollars or twenty-five dollars, respectively, provided 
in this section unless the person maintaining or operating such 
station shall have been notified in writing that the said transmitter 
has been found, upon tests conducted by the Government, to be so 
adjusted as to violate the said third and fourth regulations, and 
opportunity has been given to said owner or operator to adjust said 
transmitter in conformity with said regulations. 

SPECIAL RESTRICTIONS IN THE VICINITIES OF GOVERNMENT STATIONS. 

Sixteenth. No station of the character mentioned in regulation 
fifteenth situated within five nautical miles of a naval or military 
station shall use a transmitting wave length exceeding two hu’dred 
meters or a transformer input exceeding one-half kilowatt. 

SHIP STATIONS TO COMMUNICATE WITH NEAREST SHORE STATIONS. 

Seventeenth. In general, the shipboard stations shall transmit their 
radiograms to the nearest shore station. A sender on board a vessel 
shall, however, have the right to designate the shore station through 
which he desires to have his radiograms transmitted. If this can not 
be done, the wishes of the sender are to be complied with only if the 
transmission can be effected without interfering with the service of 
other stations. 

31641°—31- 2 
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LIMITATIONS FOR FUTURE INSTALLATIONS IN VICINITIES OF GOVERN¬ 
MENT STATIONS. 

Eighteenth. No station on shore not in actual operation at the date 
of the passage of this act shall be licensed for the transaction of com¬ 
mercial business by radio communication within fifteen nautical miles 
of the following naval or military stations, to wit: Arlington, Virginia; 
Key West, Florida; San Juan, Porto Rico; North Head and Tatoosh 
Island, Washington; San Diego, California; and those established or 
which may be established in Alaska and in the Canal Zone; and. the 
head of the department having control of such Government stations 
shall, so far as is consistent with the transaction of governmental 
business, arrange for the transmission and receipt of commercial 
radiograms under the provisions of the Berlin convention of nineteen 
hundred and six and future international conventions or treaties to 
which the United States may be a party, at each of the stations 
above referred to, and shall fix the rates therefor, subject to control 
of such rates by Congress. At such stations and wherever and when¬ 
ever shore stations open for general public business between the coast 
and vessels at sea under the provisions of the Berlin convention of 
nineteen hundred and six and future international conventions and 
treaties to which the United States may be a party shall not be so 
established as to insure a constant service day and night without 
interruption, and in all localities -wherever or whenever such service 
shall not be maintained by a commercial shore station within one 
hundred nautical miles of a naval radio station, the Secretary of 
the N avy shall, so far as is consistent with the transaction of Govern¬ 
ment business, open naval radio stations to the general public business 
described above, and shall fix rates for such service, subject to control 
of such rates by Congress. The receipts from such radiograms shall 
be covered into the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts. 

SECRECY OF MESSAGES. 

Nineteenth. No person or persons engaged in or having knowledge 
of the operation of any station or stations shall divulge or publish 
the contents of any messages transmitted or received by such station, 
except to the person or persons to whom the same may be directed, 
or their authorized agent, or to another station employed to forward 
such message to its destination, unless legally required so to do by 
the court of competent jurisdiction or other competent authority. 
Any person guilty of divulging or publishing any message, except as 
herein provided, shall, on conviction thereof, be punishable by a fine 
of not more than two hundred and fifty dollars or imprisonment for 
a period of not exceeding three months, or both fine and imprisonment, 
in the discretion of the court. 

PENALTIES. 

For violation of any of these regulations, subject to which a license 
under sections one and two of this act may be issued, the owner of 
the apparatus shall be liable to a penalty of one hundred dollars, 
which may be reduced or remitted by the Secretary of Commerce 
and Labor, and for repeated violations of any of such regulations the 
license may be revoked. 
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For violation of any of these regulations, except as provided in 
regulation nineteenth, subject to which a license under section three 
of this act may be issued, the operator shall be subject to a penalty 
of twenty-five dollars, which may be reduced or remitted by the Sec¬ 
retary of Commerce and Labor, and for repeated violations of any 
such regulations, the license shall be suspended or revoked. 

Sec. 5. That every license granted under the provisions of this act 
for the operation or use of apparatus for radio communication shall 
prescribe that the operator thereof shall not willfully or maliciously 
interfere with any other radio communication. Such interference 
shall be deemed a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof the 
owner or operator, or both, shall be punishable by a fine of not to 
exceed five hundred dollars or imprisonment for not to exceed one year, 
or both. 

Sec. 6. That the expression “radio communication” as used in this 
act means any system of electrical communication by telegraphy or 
telephony without the aid of any wire connecting the points from and 
at which the radiograms, signals, or other communications are sent 
or received. 

Sec. 7. That a person, company, or corporation within the juris¬ 
diction of the United States shall not knowingly utter or transmit, or 
cause to be uttered or transmitted, any false or fraudulent distress 
signal or call or false or fraudulent signal, call, or other radiogram of 
any kind. The penalty for so uttering or transmitting a false or 
fraudulent distress signal or call shall be a fine of not more than two 
thousand five hundred dollars or imprisonment for not more than five 
years, or both, in the discretion of the court, for each and every such 
offense, and the penalty for so uttering or transmitting, or causing to 
be uttered or transmitted, any other false or fraudulent signal, call, 
or other radiogram shall be a fine of not more than one thousand 
dollars or imprisonment for not more than two years, or both, in the 
discretion of the court, for each and every such offense. 

Sec. 8. That a person, company, or corporation shall not use or 
operate any apparatus for radio communication on a foreign ship in 
territorial waters of the United States otherwise than in accordance 
with the provisions of sections four and seven of this act and so much 
of section five as imposes a penalty for interference. Save as afore¬ 
said, nothing in this act shall apply to apparatus for radio communi¬ 
cation on any foreign ship. 

Sec. 9. That the trial of any offense under this act shall be in the 
district in which is committed, or if the offense is committed upon 
the high seas or out of the jurisdiction of any particular State or dis¬ 
trict the trial shall be in the district where the offender may be found 
or into which he shall be first brought. 

Sec. 10. That this act shall not apply to the Philippine Islands. 
Sec. 11. That this act shall take effect and be in force on and after 

four months from its passage. 
Approved, August 13, 1912. 



(Extract from) 
[Public—No. 290—62d Congress] 

[H. R. 24565] 
An Act Making appropriations for the naval service for the fiscal 

year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and thirteen, and for other purposes. 

BUREAU OF EQUIPMENT. 

Equipment of vessels: For hemp, wire, iron, and other materials 
for the manufacture of cordage, anchors, cables, galleys, and chains; 
specifications for purchase thereof shall be so prepared as shall give 
fair and free competition; canvas for the manufacture of sails, awn¬ 
ings, hammocks, and other work; stationery for chaplains and for 
commanding and navigating officers of ships, equipment officers on 
shore and afloat, and for the use of courts-martial on board ship; 
purchase, repair, and exchange of typewriters for ships; the removal 
and transportation of ashes from ships of war; interior appliances and 
tools for equipment buildings in navy yards and naval stations ; sup¬ 
plies for seamen’s quarters; aviation outfits; and for the purchase of 
all other articles of equipment at home and abroad, and for the pay¬ 
ment of labor in equipping vessels and manufacture of equipment 
articles in the several navy yards; all pilotage and towage of ships of 
war; canal tolls, wharfage, dock and port charges, and other necessary 
incidental expenses of a similar nature; services and materials in 
repairing, correcting, adjusting, and testing compasses on shore and 
on board ship; nautical and astronomical instruments and repairs to 
same; libraries for ships of war, professional books and papers, and 
drawings and engravings for signal books; naval signals and apparatus, 
namely, signals, lights, lanterns, rockets, and running lights; com¬ 
pass fittings, including binnacles, tripods, and other appendages of 
ship’s compasses; logs and other appliances for measuring the ship’s 
way, and leads and other appliances for sounding; lanterns and lamps 
and their appendages for general use on board ship for illuminating 
purposes, and oil and candles used in connection therewith; service 
and supplies for coast signal service, including the purchase of land as 
necessary for sites for radio shore stations; instruments and apparatus, 
supplies, and technical books and periodicals required to carry on 
experimental and research work in radio telegraphy at the naval radio 
laboratory; bunting and other materials for making and repairing 
flags of all kinds; photographs, photographic instruments, and ma¬ 
terials; musical instruments and music; installing, maintaining, and 
repairing interior and exterior signal communications and all electrical 
appliances of whatsoever nature on board naval vessels, except range 
finders, battle order and range transmitters and indicators,, and 
motors and their controlling apparatus used to operate machinery 
belonging to other bureaus, three million eight hundred and forty-
three thousand three hundred dollars: Provided, That the sum to be 

(10) 
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paid out of this appropriation, under the direction of the Secretary of 
the Navy, for clerical, drafting, inspection, and messenger service at 
the several navy yards, naval stations, and coaling stations for the 
fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and thirteen, shall 
not exceed two hundred and nine thousand and ninety-three dollars 
and sixty cents: Provided further, That the sum to be paid out of this 
appropriation for the purchase of land for sites for radio shore stations 
shall not exceed fifty thousand dollars: Provided further, That the total 
expenditures under this appropriation at the naval radio laboratory 
shall not exceed five thousand dollars. 
The following-described part of the Government land in Alexandria 

County, State of Virginia, known as the Arlington estate, is hereby 
transferred to, and placed under the control and jurisdiction of, the 
Navy Department for use for naval purposes: Beginning ■with the 
stone monument at the southwestern corner of the Arlington Military 
Reservation, Virginia, and extending thence north four degrees five 
minutes west six hundred and thirty-three and thirty-four one-
hundredths feet to a stake; thence south eighty-nine degrees five 
minutes east one thousand one hundred and ten and twenty-three 
one-hundredths feet to a stake; thence south ten degrees forty-four 
minutes east four hundred and four and eighty-nine one-hundredths 
feet to a stone in the southern boundary of said reservation; thence 
south seventy-nine degrees sixteen minutes west one thousand one 
hundred and sixty and seven-tenths feet to the place of beginning, 
containing thirteen and four-tenths acres more or less. All bearings 
refer to the magnetic north. 
For the purchase of battle compasses for ships of the Navy hereto¬ 

fore completed, one hundred and twenty thousand dollars. 
Ocean and lake surveys: Hydrographic surveys, including the 

pay of the necessary hydrographic surveyors, cartographic draftsmen 
and recorders, and for the purchase of nautical books, charts, and 
sailing directions, seventy-five thousand dollars. 
Toward the purchase and preparation of necessary sites, purchase 

and erection of towers and buildings, and the purchase and installation 
of machinery and apparatus of high-power radio stations (cost not to 
exceed one million dollars), to be located as follows: One in the 
Isthmian Canal Zone, one on the California coast, one in the Hawaiian 
Islands, one in American Samoa, one on the island of Guam, and one 
in the Philippine Islands, four hundred thousand dollars, to be avail¬ 
able until expended. 



[Public Resolution—No. 38—65th Congress.] 
[H. J. Res. 309.1 

Joint Resolution To authorize the President, in time of war, to super-
vise or take possession and assume control of any telegraph, telephone, marine cable, 
or radio system or systems or any part thereof and to operate the same in such manner 
as may be needful or desirable for the duration of the war, and to provide just com¬ 
pensation therefor. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President during 
the continuance of the present war is authorized and empowered, 
whenever he shall deem it necessary for the national security or de¬ 
fense, to supervise or to take possession and assume control of any 
telegraph, telephone, marine cable, or radio system or systems, or 
any part thereof, and to operate the same in such manner as may 
be needful or desirable for the duration of the war, which super¬ 
vision, possession, control, or operation shall not extend beyond the 
date of the proclamation by the President of the exchange of rati¬ 
fications of the treaty of peace: Provided, That just compensation 
shall be made for such supervision, possession, control, or operation, 
to be determined by the President; and if the amount thereof, so 
determined by the President, is unsatisfactory to the person entitled 
to receive the same, such poison shall be paid seventy-five per centum 
of the amount so determined by the President and shall be entitled 
to sue the United States to recover such further sum as, added to 
said seventy-five per centum, will make up such amount as will be 
just compensation therefor, in the manner provided for by section 
twenty-four, paragraph twenty, and section one hundred and forty-
five of the Judicial Code: Provided further, That nothing in this Act 
shall be construed to amend, repeal, impair, or affect existing laws 
or powers of the States in relation to taxation or the lawful police 
regulations of the several States, except wherein such laws, powers, 
or regulations may affect the transmission of Government com¬ 
munications, or the issue of stocks and bonds by such system or 
systems. 

Approved, July 16, 1918. 
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[Public—No. 100—66th Congress.] 
[H. R. 9822.] 

An Act To authorize the President of the United States to arrange 
and participate in an international conference to consider questions relating to 
international communication. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, requested and authorized in the 
name of the Government of the United States to call, in his discre¬ 
tion, an international conference to assemble in Washington, and to 
appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, represent¬ 
atives to participate therein, to consider all international aspects 
of communication by telegraph, telephone, cable, wireless telephone, 
and wireless telegraphy, and to make recommendations with a view 
to providing the entire world with adequate facilities for international 
communication on a fair and equitable basis. 

Sec. 2. That the sum of $75,000, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, the same to be disbursed under the 
direction and in the discretion of the Secretary of State for expenses 
incidental to the conference, including personal services in the 
District of Columbia notwithstanding the provisions of any other 
Act: Provided, That no part of said sum shall be used in entertain¬ 
ment or for the purchase of medals and badges. 
Approved, December 17, 1919. 
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[Public Resolution—No. 48—66th Congress) 
[S. J. Res. 170] 

Joint Resolution To authorize the operation of Government 
owned radio stations for the use of the general public, and for other purposes. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States oj America in Congress assembled, That all land, ship, and air¬ 
ship radio stations, and all apparatus therein owned by the United 
States may be used by it for receiving and transmitting messages 
relating to Government business, compass reports, and the safety 
of ships. 

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized, under 
terms and conditions and at rates prescribed by him, which rates 
shall be just and reasonable, and which, upon complaint, shall be 
subject to review and revision by the Interstate Commerce Commis¬ 
sion, to use all radio stations and apparatus, wherever located, 
owned by the United States and under the control of the Navy 
Department—(a) for the reception and transmission of press mes¬ 
sages offered by any newspaper published in the United States, its 
Territories or possessions, or published by citizens of the United 
States in foreign countries, or by any press association of the United 
States, and (b) for the reception and transmission of private com¬ 
mercial messages: Provided, That the rates fixed for the reception 
and transmission of commercial messages, other than press messages, 
shall not be less than the rates charged by privately owned and 
operated stations for like messages and service: Provided further, 
That the right to use such stations for any of the purposes named in 
this section shall terminate and cease as between any countries or 
localities or between any locality and privately operated ships, 
whenever privately owned and operated stations are capable of 
meeting the normal communication requirements between such 
countries or localities or between any locality and privately operated 
ships, and the Secretary of Commerce shall have notified the Secre¬ 
tary of the Navy thereof, and all rights conferred by this section 
shall terminate and cease in any event two years from the date this 
resolution takes effect. 

Sec. 3. That all stations owned and operated by the Government, 
except as herein otherwise provided, shall be used and operated in 
accordance with the provisions of the Act of Congress entitled “An 
Act to regulate radio communication,” approved August 13, 1912. 
Approved, June 5, 1920. 
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[Public Resolution—No. 48—67th Congress.] 
[H. J. Res. 7.) 

Joint Resolution To amend section 2 of the joint resolution entitled 
“Joint resolution to authorize the operation of Government-owned radio stations for 
the use of the general public, and for other purposes,” approved June 5, 1920. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That section 2 of the joint 
resolution entitled “Joint resolution to authorize the operation of 
Government-owned radio stations for the use of the general public, 
and for other purposes,” approved June 5, 1920, be, and the same is 
hereby, amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized, 
under the terms and conditions and at rates prescribed by him, 
which rates shall be just and reasonable, and which, upon complaint, 
shall be subject to review and revision by the Interstate Commerco 
Commission, to use all radio stations and apparatus, wherever located, 
owned by the United States and under the control of the Navy De¬ 
partment.—(a) for the reception and transmission of press messages 
offered by any newspaper published in the United States, its Terri¬ 
tories or possessions, or published by citizens of the United States, in 
foreign countries, or by any press association of the United States, 
and—(b) for the reception and transmission of private commercial 
messages: Provided, That the rates fixed for the reception and trans¬ 
mission of all such messages, other than press messages between the 
Pacific coast of the United States, Hawaii, Alaska, and the Orient, 
shall not be less than the rates charged by privately owned and 
operated stations for like messages and service: Provided further, 
That the right to use such stations for any of the purposes named in 
this section, except for the reception and transmission of press mes¬ 
sages, other than press messages between the Atlantic coast of the 
United States and ships at sea, shall terminate and cease as between 
any countries or localities or between any locality and privately 
operated ships, whenever privately owned and operated stations are 
capable of meeting the normal communication requirements between 
such countries or localities or between any locality and privately 
operated ships, and the Secretary of Commerce shall have notified 
the Secretary of the Navy thereof, and all rights conferred by this 
section shall terminate and cease on June 30, 1925, except that all 
such rights conferred by this section in the Republic of China shall 
terminate and cease on January 1, 1924. 
Approved April 14, 1922. 
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[Public Resolution—No. 56—68th Congress] 
[S. J. Res. 177] 

Joint Resolution To amend section 2 of the public resolution 
entitled “Joint resolution to authorize the operation of Government-owned 
radio stations for the use of the general public, and for other purposes,” ap¬ 
proved April 14, 1922 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 2 of 
public resolution numbered 48, Sixty-seventh Congress, approved 
April 14, 1922, is amended to read as follows : 

“ Sec. 2. The Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized, under 
the terms and conditions and at rates prescribed by him, which rates 
shall be just and reasonable, and which, upon complaint, shall be 
subject to review and revision by the Interstate Commerce Com¬ 
mission, to use all radio stations and apparatus, wherever located, 
owned by the United States and under the control of the Navy 
Department (a) for the reception and transmission of press mes¬ 
sages offered by any newspaper published in the United States, its 
Territories or possessions, or published by citizens of the United 
States in foreign countries, or by any press association of the United 
States, and (b) for the reception and transmission of private com¬ 
mercial messages between ships and between ship and shore: Pro¬ 
vided, That the rates fixed for the reception and transmission of all 
such messages, other than press messages between the Pacific coast 
of the United States, Hawaii, Alaska, the Philippine Islands, the 
Virgin Islands, and the Orient, shall not be less than the rates 
charged by privately owned and operated stations for like messages 
and service: Provided further, That the right to use such stations 
for any of the purposes named in this section shall terminate and 
cease as between any countries or localities or between any locality 
and privately operated ships whenever privately owned and operated 
stations are capable of meeting the normal communication require¬ 
ments between such countries or localities or between any locality 
and privately operated ships, and the Secretary of Commerce shall 
have notified the Secretary of the Navy thereof, and in any event 
all rights conferred by this section shall terminate and cease on 
June 30. 1927, except that all such rights conferred by this section 
in the Republic of China shall terminate and cease on January 1, 
1924.” 
Approved, February 28, 1925 
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[Public Resolution—No. 47—69th Congress] 
[S. J. Res. 125] 

Joint Resolution Limiting the time for which licenses for radio 
transmission may be granted, and for other purposes. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That until otherwise pro¬ 
vided by law, no original license for the operation of any radio 
broadcasting station and no renewal of a license of an existing 
broadcasting station, shall be granted for longer periods than ninety 
days and no original license for the operation of any other class of 
radio station and no renewal of the license for an existing station 
of any other class than a broadcasting station, shall be°granted 
for longer periods than two years; and that no original radio 
license oi the renewal of an existing license shall be granted after 
the date of the passage of this resolution unless the applicant 
therefor shall execute in writing a waiver of any right or of anv 
claim to any right, as against the United States, to any wave length 
or to the use of the ether in radio transmission because of previous 
license to use the same or because of the use thereof. 
Approved, December 8, 1926. 
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[Public—No. 632—69th Congiiess] 
[H. R. 9971] 

An Act For the regulation of radio communications, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled. That this Act is 
intended to regulate all forms of interstate and foreign radio trans¬ 
missions and communications within the United States, its Terri¬ 
tories and possessions ; to maintain the control of the United States 
over all the channels of interstate and foreign radio transmission; 
and to provide for the use of such channels, but not the ownership 
thereof, by individuals, firms, or corporations, for limited periods 
of time, under licenses granted by Federal authority, and no such 
license shall be construed to create any right, beyond the terms, 
conditions, and periods of the license. That no person, film, 
company, or corporation shall use or operate any apparatus for the 
transmission of energy or communications or signals by radio (a) 
from one place in any Territory or possession of the United States 
or in the District of Columbia to anotner place in the same Territory, 
possession, or District; or (b) from any State, Territory, or posses¬ 
sion of the United States, or from the District of Columbia to any 
other State, Territory, or possession of the United States; or (c) 
from any place in any State, Territory, or possession of the United 
States, or in the District of Columbia, to any place in any foreign 
country or to any vessel; or (d) within any State when the effects 
of such use extend beyond the borders of said State, or when 
interference is caused by such use or operation with the transmission 
of such energy, communications, or signals from within said State 
to any place beyond its borders, or from any place beyond its 
borders to any place within said State, or with the transmission or 
reception of such energy, communications, or signals from and/or 
to places beyond the borders of said State; or (e) upon any vessel 
of the United States; or (f) upon any aircraft or other mobile 
stations within the United States, except under and in accordance 
with this Act and with a license in that behalf granted under the 
provisions of this Act. 

Sec. 2. For the purposes of this Act, the United States is divided 
into five zones, as follows : The first zone shall embrace the States of 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, the 
District of Columbia, Porto Rico, and the Virgin Islands ; the second 
zone shall embrace the States of Pennsylvania, Virginia, West 
Virginia, Ohio, Michigan, and Kentucky; the third zone shall 
embrace the States of North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, 
Florida, Alabama, Tennessee, Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Texas, and Oklahoma; the fourth zone shall embrace the States of 
Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Iowa. Nebraska, Kansas, and Missouri; and the fifth zone 
shall embrace' the States of Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, 
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New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, Nevada, Washington, Oregon, Cali¬ 
fornia, the Territory of Hawaii, and Alaska. 

Sec. 3. That a commission is hereby created and established to be 
known as the Federal Radio Commission, hereinafter referred to as 
the commission, which shall be composed of five commissioners 
appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, and one of whom the President shall designate as 
chairman: Provided, That chairmen thereafter elected shall be 
chosen by the commission itself. 
Each member of the commission shall be a citizen of the United 

States and an actual resident citizen of a State within the zone from 
which appointed at the time of said appointment. Not more than 
one commissioner shall be appointed from any zone. No member of 
the commission shall be financially interested in the manufacture 
or sale of radio apparatus or in the transmission or operation of 
radiotelegraphy, radiotelephony, or radio broadcasting. Not more 
than three commissioners shall be members of the same political 
party. 
The first commissioners shall be appointed for the terms of two, 

three, four, five, and six years, respectively, from the date of the 
taking effect of this Act, the term of each to be designated by the 
President, but their successors shall be appointed for terms of six 
years, except that any person chosen to fill a vacancy shall be 
appointed only for the unexpired term of the commissioner whom 
he shall succeed. 
The first meeting of the commission shall be held in the city of 

Washington at such time and place as the chairman of the commis¬ 
sion may fix. The commission shall convene thereafter at such 
times and places as a majority of the commission may determine, 
or upon call of the chairman thereof. 
The commission may appoint a secretary, and such clerks, special 

counsel, experts, examiners, and other employees as it may from 
time to time find necessary for the proper performance of its duties 
and as from time to time may be appropriated for by Congress. 
The commission shall have an official seal and shall annually make 

a full report of its operations to the Congress. 
The members of the commission shall receive a compensation of 

$10,000 for the first year of their service, said year to date from the 
first meeting of said commission, and thereafter a compensation of 
$30 per day for each day’s attendance upon sessions of the commis¬ 
sion or while engaged upon work of the commission and while 
traveling to and from such sessions, and also their necessary traveling 
expenses. 

Sec. 4. Except as otherwise provided in this Act, the commission, 
from time to time, as public convenience, interest, or necessity 
requires, shall— 

(a) Classify radio stations; 
(b) Prescribe the nature of the service to be rendered by each 

class of licensed stations and each station within any class; 
(c) Assign bands of frequencies or wave lengths to the various 

classes of stations, and assign freqt encies or wave lengths for each 
individual station and determine th power which each station shall 
use and the time during which it nu ? operate ; 
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(d) Determine the location of classes of stations or individual 
stations ; 

(e) Regulate the kind of apparatus to be used with respect to its 
external effects and the purity and sharpness of the emissions from 
each station and from the apparatus therein; 

(f) Make such regulations not inconsistent with law as it may 
deem necessary to prevent interference between stations and to carry 
out the provisions of this Act : Provided, however, That changes in 
the wave lengths, authorized power, in the character of emitted 
signals, or in the times of operation of any station, shall not be made 
without the consent of the station licensee unless, in the judgment of 
the commission, such changes will promote public convenience or 
interest or will serve public necessity or the provisions of this Act 
will be more fully complied with; 

(ç) Have authority to establish areas or zones to be served by any 
station ; J

(h) Have authority to make special regulations applicable to radio 
stations engaged in chain broadcasting; 

(i) Have authority to make general rules and regulations 
requiring stations to keep such records of programs, transmissions 
of energy, communications, or signals as it may deem desirable ; 

(j) Have authority to exclude from the requirements of any 
regulations in whole or in part any radio station upon railroad 
rolling stock, or to modify such regulations in its discretion; 

(k) Have authority to hold hearings, summon witnesses, 
administer oaths, compel the production of books, documents, and 
papers and to make such investigations as may be necessary in the 
performance of its duties. The commission may make such expendi-
tuies (including expenditures for rent and personal services at the 
seat of government and elsewhere, for law books, periodicals, and 
books of reference, and for printing and binding) as may be 
necessary for the execution of the functions vested in the commission 
and, as from time to time may be appropriated for by Congress. 
All expenditures of the commission shall be allowed and paid upon 
the piesentation of itemized vouchers therefor approved bv the 
chairman. 

Sec. 5. From and after one year after the first meeting of the 
commission created by this Act, all the powers and authority vested 
in the commission under the terms of this Act, except as to the revoca¬ 
tion of licenses, shall be vested in and exercised by the Secretary of 
Commerce ; except that thereafter the commission shall have power 
and jurisdiction to act upon and determine any and all matters 
brought before it under the terms of this section. 

It shall also be the duty of the Secretary of Commerce— 
(-^•) For and during a period of one year from the first meeting 

of the commission created by this Act, to immediately refer to the 
commission all applications for station licenses or for the renewal 
or modification of existing station licenses. 

(B) From and after one year from the first meeting of the 
commission created by this Act, to refer to the commission for its 
action any application for a station license or for the renewal or 
modification of any existing station license as to the granting of 
which dispute, controversy, or conflict arises or against the granting 
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or which protest is filed within ten days after the date of filing said 
application by any party in interest and any application as to which 
such reference is requested by the applicant at the time of filing 
said application. 

(C) To prescribe the qualifications of station operators, to classify 
them according to the duties to be performed, to fix the forms of such 
licenses, and to issue them to such persons as he finds qualified. 

(D) To suspend the license of any operator for a period not 
exceeding two years upon proof sufficient to satisfy him that the 
licensee (a) has violated any provision of any Act or treaty binding 
on the United States which the Secretary of Commerce or the 
commission is authorized by this Act to administer or by any regula¬ 
tion made by the commission or the Secretary of Commerce under 
any such Act or treaty; or (b) has failed to carry out the lawful 
orders of the master of the vessel on which he is employed; or (c) 
has willfully damaged or permitted radio apparatus to be damaged; 
or (d) has transmitted superfluous radio communications or signals 
or radio communications containing profane or obscene words or 
language; or (e) has willfully or maliciously interfered with any 
other radio communications or signals. 

(E) To inspect all transmitting apparatus to ascertain whether in 
construction and operation it conforms to the requirements of this 
Act, the rules and regulations of the licensing authority, and the 
license under which it is constructed or operated. 

(F) To report to the commission from time to time any violations 
of this Act, the rules, regulations, or orders of the commission, or of 
the terms or conditions of any license. 

(G) To designate call letters of all stations. 
(II) To cause to be published such call letters and such other 

announcements and data as in his judgment may be required for the 
eflicient operation of radio stations subject to the jurisdiction of the 
United States and for the proper enforcement of this Act. 
The Secretary may refer to the commission at any time any matter 

the determination of which is vested in him by the terms of this Act. 
Any person, firm, company, or corporation, any State or political 

division thereof aggrieved or whose interests are adversely affected 
by any decision, determination, or regulation of the Secretary of 
Commerce may appeal therefrom to the commission by filing with 
the Secretary of Commerce notice of such appeal within thirty days 
after such decision or determination or promulgation of such regu¬ 
lation. All papers, documents, and other records pertaining to such 
application on file with the Secretary shall thereupon be transferred 
by him to the commission. The commission shall hear such appeal 
de novo under such rules and regulations as it may determine. 

Decisions by the commission as to matters so appealed and as to all 
other matters over which it has jurisdiction shall be final, subject to 
the right of appeal herein given. 
No station license shall be granted by the commission or the Secre¬ 

tary of Commerce until the applicant therefor shall have signed a 
waiver of any claim to the use of any particular frequency or wave 
length or of the ether as against the regulatory power of the United 
States because of the previous use of the same, whether by license 
or othei wise. 
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Sec. 6. Radio stations belonging to and operated by the United 
States shall not be subject to the provisions of sections 1, 4, and 5 
of this Act. All such Government stations shall use such frequencies 
or wave lengths as shall be assigned to each or to each class by the 
President. All such stations, except stations on board naval and 
other Government vessels while at sea or beyond the limits of the 
continental United States, when transmitting any radio communi¬ 
cation or signal other than a communication or signal relating to 
Government business shall conform to such rules and regulations 
designed to prevent interference with other radio stations and the 
rights of others as the licensing authority may prescribe. Upon 
proclamation by the President that there exists war or a threat of 
war or a state of public peril or disaster or other national emergency, 
oi- in order to preserve the neutrality of the United States, the 
President may suspend or amend, for such time as he may see fit, 
the rules and regulations applicable to any or all stations within the 
jurisdiction of the United States as prescribed by the licensing 
authority, and may cause the closing of any station for radio com¬ 
munication and the removal therefrom of its apparatus and equip¬ 
ment, or he may authorize the use or control of any such station 
and/or its apparatus and equipment by any department of the Gov¬ 
ernment under such regulations as he may prescribe, upon just 
compensation to the owners. Radio stations on board vessels of 
the United States Shipping Board or the United States Shipping 
Board Emergency Fleet Corporation or the Inland and Coastwise 
Waterways Service shall be subject to the provisions of this Act. 

Sec. 7. The President shall ascertain the just compensation for 
meh use or control and certify the amount ascertained to Congress 
for appropriation and payment to the person entitled thereto. If 
the amount so certified is unsatisfactory to the person entitled 
thereto, such person shall be paid only 75 per centum of the amount 
and shall be entitled to sue the United States to recover such further 
sum as added to such payment of 75 per centum which will make 
such amount as will be just compensation for the use and control. 
Such suit shall be brought in the manner provided by paragraph 20 
of section 24, or by section 145 of the Judicial Code, as amended. 

Sec. 8. All stations owned and operated by the United States, 
except mobile stations of the Army of the United States, and all 
other stations on land and sea, shall have special call letters des¬ 
ignated by the Secretary of Commerce. 

Section 1 of this Act shall not apply to any person, firm, company, 
or corporation sending radio communications or signals on a foreign 
ship while the same is within the jurisdiction of the United States, 
but such communications or signals shall be transmitted only in 
accordance with such regulations designed to prevent interference 
as may be promulgated under the authority of this Act. 

Sec. 9. The licensing authority, if public convenience, interest, or 
necessity will be served thereby, subject to the limitations of this Act, 
shall grant to any applicant therefor a station license provided for 
by this Act. 
In considering applications for licenses and renewals of licenses, 

when and in so far as there is a demand for the same, the licensing 
authority shall make such a distribution of licenses, bands of 
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frequency of wave lengths, periods of time for operation, and of 
power among the different States and communities as to give fair, 
efficient, and equitable radio service to each of the same. 
No license granted for the operation of a broadcasting station 

shall be for a longer term than three years and no license so granted 
for any other class of station shall be for a longer term than five 
years, and any license granted may be revoked as hereinafter 
provided. Upon the expiration of any license, upon application 
therefor, a renewal of sucl; license may be granted from time to 
time for a term of not to exceed three years in the case of broad¬ 
casting licenses and not to exceed five years in the case of other 
licenses. 
No renewal of an existing station license shall be granted more 

than thirty days prior to the expiration of the original license. 
Sec. 10. The licensing authority may grant station licenses only 

upon written application therefor addressed to it. All applications 
shall be filed with the Secretary of Commerce. All such applications 
shall set forth such facts as the licensing authority by regulation 
may prescribe as to the citizenship, character, and financial, technical, 
and other qualifications of the applicant to operate the station; the 
ownership and location of the proposed station and of the stations, 
if any, with which it is proposed to communicate; the frequencies 
or wave lengths and the power desired to be used; the hours of the 
day or other periods of time during which it is proposed to operate 
the station; the purposes for which the station is to be used; and 
such other information as it may require. The licensing authority 
at any time after the filing of such original application and during 
the term of any such license may require from an applicant or 
licensee further written statements of fact to enable it to determine 
whether such original application should be granted or denied or 
such license revoked. Such application and/or such statement of 
fact shall be signed by the applicant and/or licensee under oath or 
affirmation. 
The licensing authority in granting any license for a station 

intended or used for commercial communication between the United 
States or any Territory or possession, continental or insular, subject 
to the jurisdiction of the United States, and any foreign country, 
may impose any terms, conditions, or restrictions authorized to be 
imposed with respect to submarine-cable licenses by section 2 of an 
Act entitled “An Act relating to the landing and the operation of 
submarine cables in the United States,” approved May 24, 1921. 

Sec. 11. If upon examination of any application for a station 
license or for the renewal or modification of a station license the 
licensing authority shall determine that public interest, convenience, 
or necessity would be served by the granting thereof, it shall authorize 
the issuance, renewal, or modification thereof in accordance with 
said finding. In the event the licensing authority upon examination 
of any such application does not reach such decision with respect 
thereto, it shall notify the applicant thereof, shall fix and give notice 
of a time and place for hearing thereon, and shall afford such 
applicant an opportunity to be heard under such rules and regulations 
as it may prescribe. 
Such station licenses as the licensing authority may grant shall be 

in such general form as it may prescribe, but each license shall 
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contain, in addition to other provisions, a statement of the following 
conditions to which such license shall be subject: 

(A) The station license shall not vest in the licensee any right to 
operate the station nor any right in the use of the frequencies or wave 
length designated in the license beyond the term thereof nor in any 
other manner than authorized therein. 

(B) Neither the license nor the right granted thereunder shall be 
assigned or otherwise transferred in violation of this Act. 

(C) Every license issued under this ^ct shall be subject in terms 
to the right of use or control conferred by section 6 hereof. 
In cases of emergency arising during the period of one year from 

and after the first meeting of the commission created hereby, or on 
applications filed during said time for temporary changes in terms 
of licenses when the commission is not in session and prompt action 
is deemed necessary, the Secretary of Commerce shall have authority 
to exercise the powers and duties of the commission, except as to 
revocation of licenses, but all such exercise of powers shall be 
promptly reported to the members of the commission, and any action 
by the Secretary authorized under this paragraph shall continue in 
force and have effect only until such time as the commission shall 
act thereon. 

Sec. 12. The station license required hereby shall not be granted 
to, or after the granting thereof such license shall not be transferred 
in any manner, either voluntarily or involuntarily, to (a) any alien 
or the representative of any alien; (b) to any foreign government, or 
the representative thereof; (c) to any company, corporation, or 
association organized under the laws of any foreign government; 
(d) to any company, corporation, or association of which any officer 
or director is an alien, or of which more than one-fifth of the capital 
stock may be voted by aliens or their representatives or by a foreign 
government or representative thereof, or by any company, corpora¬ 
tion, or association organized under the laws of a foreign country. 
The station license required hereby, the frequencies or wave length 

or lengths authorized to be used by the licensee, and the rights therein 
granted shall not be transferred, assigned, or in any manner, either 
voluntarily or involuntarily, disposed of to any person, firm, com¬ 
pany, or corporation without the consent in writing of the licensing 
authority. ° 

Sec. 13. The licensing authority is hereby directed to refuse a 
station license and/or the permit hereinafter required for the con¬ 
struction of a station to any person, firm, company, or corporation, 
or any subsidiary thereof, which has been finally adjudged guilty 
by a Federal court of unlawfully monopolizing or attempting unlaw¬ 
fully to monopolize, after this Act takes effect, radio communication, 
directly or indirectly, through the control of the manufacture or sale 
of radio apparatus, through exclusive traffic arrangements, or by any 
other means or to have been using unfair methods of competition. The 
granting of a license shall not estop the United States or any person 
aggrieved from proceeding against such person, firm, company, 
or corporation for violating the law against unfair methods of 
competition or for a violation of the law against unlawful restraints 
and monopolies and/or combinations, contracts, or agreements in 
restraint of trade, or from instituting proceedings for the dissolution 
of such firm, company, or corporation. 
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Sec. 14. Any station license shall be revocable by the commission 
for false statements either in the application or in the statement of 
fact which may be required by section 10 hereof, or because of 
conditions revealed by such statements of fact as may be required 
from time to time which would warrant the licensing authority in 
refusing to grant a license on an original application, or for failure 
to operate substantially as set forth in the license, for violation of 
or failure to observe any of the restrictions and conditions of this 
Act, or of any regulation of the licensing authority authorized by 
this Act or by a treaty ratified by the United States, or whenever 
the Interstate Commerce Commission, or any other Federal body 
in tne exercise of authority conferred upon it by law, shall find 
and shall certify to the commission that any licensee bound so to do, 
has failed to provide reasonable facilities for the transmission of 
radio communications, or that any licensee has made any unjust and 
unreasonable charge, or has been guilty of any discrimination, either 
as to charge or as to service or has made or prescribed any unjust 
and unreasonable classification, regulation, or practice with respect 
to the transmission of radio communications or service: Provided, 
That no such order of revocation shall take effect until thirty days’ 
notice in writing thereof, stating the cause for the proposed 
revocation, has been given to the parties known by the commission 
to be interested in such license. Any person in interest aggrieved 
by said order may make written application to the commission at 
any time within said thirty days for a hearing upon such order, 
and upon the filing of such written application said order of 
revocation shall stand suspended until the conclusion of the hearing 
herein directed. Notice in writing of said hearing shall be given 
by the commission to all the parties known to it to be interested in 
such license twenty days prior to the time of said hearing. Said 
hearing shall be conducted under such rules and in such manner as 
the commission may prescribe. Upon the conclusion hereof the 
commission may affirm, modify, or revoke said orders of revocation. 

Sec. 15. All laws of the United States relating to unlawful 
restraints and monopolies and to combinations, contracts, or 
agreements in restraint of trade are hereby declared to be applicable 
to the manufacture and sale of and to trade in raclio apparatus and 
devices entering into or affecting interstate or foreign commerce 
and to interstate or foreign radio communications. Whenever in 
any suit, action, or proceeding, civil or criminal, brought under the 
provisions of any of said laws or in any proceedings brought to 
enforce or to review findings and orders of the Federal Trade 
Commission or other governmental agency in respect of any matters 
as to which said commission or other governmental agency is by 
law authorized to act, any licensee shall be found guilty of the 
violation of the provisions of such laws or any of them, the court, 
in addition to the penalties imposed by said laws, may adjudge, 
order, and/or decree that the license of such licensee shall, as 'of 
the date the decree or judgment becomes finally effective or as of 
such other date as the said decree shall fix, be revoked and that all 
rights under such license shall thereupon cease : Provided, however, 
That such licensee shall have the same right of appeal or review 
as is provided by law in respect of other decrees and judgments 
of said court. 
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Sec. 16. Any applicant for a construction permit, for a station 
license, or for the renewal or modification of an existing station 
license whose application is refused by the licensing authority shall 
have the right to appeal from said decision to the Court of Appeals 
of the District of Columbia ; and any licensee whose license is 
revoked by the commission shall have the right to appeal from such 
decision of revocation to said Court of Appeals of the District of 
Columbia or to the district court of the United States in which the 
apparatus licensed is operated, by filing with said court, within 
twenty days after the decision complained of is effective, notice in 
writing of said appeal and of the reasons therefor. 
The licensing authority from whose decision an appeal is taken 

shall be notified of said appeal by service upon it, prior to the filing 
thereof, of a certified copy of said appeal and of the reasons therefor. 
Within twenty . days after the filing of said appeal the licensing 
authority shall file with "the court the originals or certified copies of 
all papers and evidence presented to it upon the original application 
for a permit or license or in the hearing upon said order of 
revocation, and also a like copy of its decision thereon and a full 
statement in writing of the facts and the grounds for its decision 
as found and given by it. Within twenty days after the filing of 
said statement by the licensing authority either party may give 
notice to the court of his desire to adduce additional evidence. Said 
notice shall be in the form of a verified petition stating the nature 
and character of said additional evidence, and the court may 
thereupon order such evidence to be taken in such manner and upon 
such terms and conditions as it may deem proper. 
At the earliest convenient time the court shall hear, review, and 

determine the appeal upon said record and evidence, and may alter 
or revise the decision appealed from and enter such judgment as to 
it may seem just. The revision by the court shall be confined to the 
points set forth in the reasons of appeal. 

Sec. 17. After the passage of this Act no person, firm, company, or 
corporation now or hereafter directly or indirectly through 
any subsidiary, associated, or affiliated person, firm, company, 
corporation, or agent, or otherwise, in the business of transmitting 
and/or receiving for hire energy, communications, or signals by 
radio in accordance with the terms of the license issued under this 
Act, shall by purchase, lease, construction, or otherwise, directly or 
indirectly, acquire, own, control, or operate any cable or wire 
telegraph or telephone line or system between any place in any State, 
Territory, or possession of the United States or in the District of 
Columbia, and any place in any foreign country, or shall acquire, 
own, or control any part of the stock or other capital share or any 
interest in the physical property and/or other assets of any such 
cable, wire, telegraph, or telephone line or system, if in either case 
the purpose is and/or the effect thereof may be to substantially 
lessen competition or to restrain commerce between any place in any 
State, Territory, or possession of the United States or in the District 
of Columbia and any place in any foreign country, or unlawfully to 
create monopoly in any line of commerce; nor shall any person, 
firm, company, or corporation now or hereafter engaged directly 
or indirectly through any subsidiary, associated, or affiliated person, 
company, corporation, or agent, or otherwise, in the business of 
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transmitting and/or receiving for hire messages by any cable, wire, 
telegraph, or telephone line or system (a) between any place in any 
State, Territory, or possession of the United States or in the District 
of Columbia, and any place in any other State, Territory, or 
possession of the United States; or (b) between any place in any 
State, Territory, or possession of the United States, or the District 
of Columbia, and any place in a; y foreign country, by purchase, 
lease, construction, or otherwise, d rectly or indirectly acquire, own, 
control, or operate any station r the apparatus therein, or any 
system for transmitting and/or eceiving radio communications or 
signals between any place in anj State, Territory, or possession of 
the United States or in the District of Columbia, and any place in 
any foreign country, or shall acquire, own; or control any part of 
the stock or other capital share or any interest in the physical 
property and/or other assets of any such radio station, apparatus, 
or system, if in either case the purpose is and/or the effect thereof 
may be to substantially lessen competition or to restrain commerce 
between any place in any State, Territory, or possession of the United 
States or in the District of Columbia, and any place in any foreign 
country, or unlawfully to create monopoly in any line of commerce. 

Sec. 18. If any licensee shall permit any person who is a legally 
qualified candidate for any public office to use a broadcasting 
station, he shall afford equal opportunities to all other such candí 
dates for that office in the use of such broadcasting station, and the 
licensing authority shall make rules and regulations to carry this 
provision into effect: Provided, That such licensee shall have no 
power of censorship over the material broadcast under the provisions 
of this paragraph. No obligation is hereby imposed upon any 
licensee to allow the use of its station by any such candidate. 
Sec. 19. All matter broadcast by any radio station for which 

service, money, or any other valuable consideration is directly or 
indirectly paid, or promised to or charged or accepted by, the 
station so broadcasting, from any person, firm, company, or 
corporation, shall, at the time the same is so broadcast, be announced 
as paid for or furnished, as the case may be, by such person, firm, 
company, or corporation. 

Sec. 20. The actual operation of all transmitting apparatus in 
any radio station for which a station license is required by this Act 
shall be carried on only by a person holding an operator’s license 
issued hereunder. No person shall operate any such apparatus in 
such station except under and in accordance with an operator’s 
license issued to him by the Secretary of Commerce. 

Sec. 21. No license shall be issued under the authority of this 
Act for the operation of any station the construction of which is 
begun or is continued after this Act takes effect, unless a permit 
for its construction has been granted by the licensing authority 
upon written application therefor. The licensing authority may 
grant such permit if public convenience, interest, or necessity will 
be served by the construction of the station. This application shall 
set forth such facts as the licensing authority by regulation may 
prescribe as to the citizenship, character, and the financial, technical, 
and other ability of the applicant to construct and operate the 
station, the ownership and location of the proposed statinn and of 



28 

the station or stations with which it is proposed to communicate, 
the frequencies and wave length or wave lengths desired to be used, 
the hours of the day or other periods of time during which it is 
proposed to operate the station, the purpose for which the station 
is to be used, the type of transmitting apparatus to be used, the 
power to be used, the date upon which the station is expected to be 
completed and in operation, and such other information as the 
licensing authority may require. Such application shall be signed 
by the applicant under oath or affirmation. 
Such permit for construction shall show specifically the earliest 

and latest dates between which the actual operation of such station 
is expected to begin, and shall provide that said permit will be 
automatically forfeited if the station is not ready for operation 
within the time specified or within such further time as the licensing 
authority may allow, unless prevented by causes not under the 
control of the grantee. The rights under any such permit shall not 
be assigned or otherwise transferred to any person, firm, company, 
or corporation without the approval of the licensing authority. 
A permit for construction shall not be required for Government 
stations, amateur stations, or stations upon mobile vessels, railroad 
rolling stock, or aircraft. Upon the completion of any station for 
the construction or continued construction for which a permit has 
been granted, and upon it being made to appear to the licensing 
authority that all the terms, conditions, and obligations set forth 
in the application and permit have been fully met, and that no cause 
or circumstance arising or first coming to the knowledge of the 
licensing authority since the granting of the permit would, in the 
judgment of the licensing authority, make the operation of such 
station against the public interest, the licensing authority shall issue 
a license to the lawful holder of said permit for the operation of 
said station. Said license shall conform generally to the terms of 
said permit. 

Sec. 22. The licensing authority is authorized to designate from 
time to time radio stations the communications or signals of which, 
in its opinion, are liable to interfere with the transmission or 
reception of distress signals of ships. Such stations are required 
to keep a licensed radio operator listening in on the wave lengths 
designated for signals of distress and radio communications relating 
thereto during the entire period the transmitter of such station is 
in operation. 

Sec. 23. Every radio station on shipboard shall be equipped to 
transmit radio communications or signals of distress on the fre¬ 
quency or wave length specified by the licensing authority, with 
apparatus capable of transmitting and receiving messages over a 
distance of at least one hundred miles by day or night. When sending 
radio communications or signals of distress and radio communications 
relating thereto the transmitting set may be adjusted in such a 
manner as to produce a maximum of radiation irrespective of the 
amount of interference which may thus be caused. 
All radio stations, including Government stations and stations 

on board foreign vessels when within the territorial waters of the 
United States, shall give absolute priority to radio communications 
or signals relating to ships in distress; shall cease all sending on 
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frequencies or wave lengths which will interfere with hearing a 
radio communication or signal of distress, and, except when engaged 
in answering or aiding the ship in distress, shall refrain from 
sending any radio communications or signals until there is assurance 
that no interference will be caused with the radio communications 
or signals relating thereto, and shall assist the vessel in distress, so 
far as possible, by complying with its instructions. 

Sec. 24. Every shore station open to general public service between 
the coast and vessels at sea shall be bound to exchange radio 
communications or signals with any ship station without distinction 
as to radio systems or instruments adopted by such stations, respec¬ 
tively, and each station on shipboard shall be bound to exchange 
radio communications or signals with any other station on shipboard 
without distinction as to radio systems or instruments adopted by 
each station. 

Sec. 25. At all places where Government and private or com¬ 
mercial radio stations on land operate in such close proximity that 
interference with the work of Government stations can not be 
avoided when they are operating simultaneously such private or 
commercial stations as do interfere with the transmission or 
reception of radio communications or signals by the Government 
stations concerned shall not use their transmitters during the first 
fifteen minutes of each hour, local standard time. 
The Government stations for which the above-mentioned division 

of time is established shall transmit radio communications or signals 
only during the first fifteen minutes of each hour, local standard 
time, except in case of signals or radio communications relating to 
vessels in distress and vessel requests for information as to course, 
location, or compass direction. 

Sec. 26. In all circumstances, except in case of radio communica¬ 
tions or signals relating to vessels in distress, all radio stations, 
including those owned and operated by the United States, shall use 
the minimum amount of power necessary to carry out the communi¬ 
cation desired. 

Sec. 27. No person receiving or assisting in receiving any radio 
communication shall divulge or publish the contents, substance, 
purport, effect, or meaning thereof except through authorized 
channels of transmission or reception to any person other than the 
addressee, his agent, or attorney, or to a telephone, telegraph, cable, 
or radio station employed or authorized to forward such radio 
communication to its destination, or to proper accounting or dis¬ 
tributing officers of the various communicating centers over which 
the radio communication may be passed, or to the master of a ship 
under whom he is serving, or in response to a subpoena issued by a 
court of competent jurisdiction, or on demand of other lawful 
authority; and no person not being authorized by the sender shall 
intercept any message and divulge or publish the contents, substance, 
purport, effect, or meaning of such intercepted message to any 
person; and no person not being entitled thereto shall receive or 
assist in receiving any radio communication and use the same or any 
information therein contained for his own benefit or for the benefit 
of another not entitled thereto; and no person having received such 
intercepted radio communication or having become acquainted with 
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the contents, substance, purport, effect, or meaning of the same or 
any part thereof, knowing that such information was so obtained, 
shall divulge or publish the contents, substance, purport, effect, or 
meaning of the same or any part thereof, or use the same or any 
information therein contained for his own benefit or for the benefit 
of another not entitled thereto : Provided, That this section shall not 
apply to the receiving, divulging, publishing, or utilizing the contents 
of any radio communication broadcasted or transmitted by amateurs 
or others for the use of the general public or relating to ships in 
distress. 

Sec. 28. No person, firm, company, or corporation within the 
jurisdiction of the United States shall knowingly utter or transmit, 
or cause to be uttered or transmitted, any false or fraudulent signal 
of distress, or communication relating thereto, nor shall any broad¬ 
casting station rebroadcast the program or any part thereof of 
another broadcasting station without the express authority of the 
originating station. 

Sec. 29. Nothing in this Act shall be understood or construed to 
give the licensing authority the power of censorship over the radio 
communications or signals transmitted by any radio station, and no 
regulation or condition shall be promulgated or fixed by the licensing 
authority which shall interfere with the right of free speech by 
means of radio communications. No person within the jurisdiction 
of the United States shall utter any obscene, indecent, or profane 
language by means of radio communication. 

Sec. 30. The Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized unless 
restrained by international agreement, under the terms and condi¬ 
tions and at rates prescribed by him, which rates shall be just and 
reasonable, and which, upon complaint, shall be subject to review 
and revision by the Interstate Commerce Commission, to use all 
radio stations and apparatus, wherever located, owned by the United 
States and under the control of the Navy Department (a) for the 
reception and transmission of press messages offered by any news¬ 
paper published in the United States, its Territories or possessions, 
or published by citizens of the United States in foreign countries, 
or by any press association of the United States, and (b) for the 
reception and transmission of private commercial messages between 
ships, between ship and shore, between localities in Alaska and 
between Alaska and the continental United States: Provided, That 
the rates fixed for the reception and transmission of all such mes¬ 
sages, other than press messages between the Pacific coast of the 
United States, Hawaii, Alaska, the Philippine Islands, and the 
Orient, and between the United States and the Virgin Islands, shall 
not be less than the rates charged by privately owned and operated 
stations for like messages and service: Provided further. That the 
right to use such stations for any of the purposes named in this sec¬ 
tion shall terminate and cease as between any countries or localities 
or between any locality and privately operated ships whenever 
privately owned and operated stations are capable of meeting the 
normal communication requirements between such countries or locali¬ 
ties or between any locality and privately operated ships, and the 
licensing authority shall have notified the Secretary of the Navy 
thereof. 
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Seo. 31. The expression “ radio communication ” or “ radio com¬ 
munications ” wherever used in this Act means any intelligence, 
message, signal, power, pictures, or communication of any nature 
transferred by electrical energy from one point to another without 
the aid of any wire connecting the points from and at which the 
electrical energy is sent or received and any system by means of 
which such transfer of energy is effected. 

Sec. 32. Any person, firm, company, or corporation failing or 
i efusing to observe or vio, ’ting any rule, regulation, restriction, 
or condition made or impost ’ by the licensing authority under the 
authority of this Act or of ny international radio convention or 
treaty ratified or adhered to ny the United States, in addition to 
any other penalties provided by law, upon conviction thereof by a 
court of competent jurisdiction, shall be punished by a fine of not 
more than $500 for each and every offense. 

Sec. 33. Any person, firm, company, or corporation who shall 
violate any provision of this Act, or shall knowingly make any false 
oath oi affirmation in any affidavit required or authorized by this 
Act, or shall knowingly swear falsely to a material matter in any 
hearing authorized by this Act, upon conviction thereof in any court 
of competent jurisdiction shall be punished by a fine of not more 
than $5,000 or by imprisonment for a term of not more than five 
years or both for each and every such offense. 

Sec. 34. The trial of any offense under this Act shall be in the 
district in which it is committed 5 or if the offense is committed upon 
the high seas, or out of the jurisdiction of any particular State or 
district, the trial shall be in the district where the offender may be 
found or into which he shall be first brought. 

Sec. 35. This Act shall not apply to the Philippine Islands or to the 
Canal Zone. In international radio matters the Philippine Islands 
and the Canal Zone shall be represented by the Secretary of State. 

Sec. 36. The licensing authority is authorized to designate any 
officer or employee of any other department of the Government on 
duty in any Territory or possession of the United States other than 
the Philippine Islands and the Canal Zone, to render therein such 
services in connection with the administration of the radio laws of 
the United States as such authority may prescribe: Provided That 
such designation shall be approved by the head of the department in 
which such person is employed. 

Sec. 37. The unexpended balance of the moneys appropriated in 
the item for “ wireless communication laws,” under the caption 
“Bureau of Navigation” in Title III of the Act entitled “An Act 
making appropriations for the Departments of State and Justice 
and for the judiciary, and for the Departments of Commerce and 
Labor, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1927, and for other 
purposes,” approved April 29, 1926, and the appropriation for the 
same purposes for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1928, shall be 
available both for expenditures incurred in the administration of 
this Act and for expenditures for the purposes specified in such items. 
There is hereby authorized to be appropriated for each fiscal year 
such sums as may be necessary for the administration of this Act 
and for the purposes specified in such item. 

Sec. 38. If any provision of this Act or the application thereof to 
any person, firm, company, or corporation, or to any circumstances, 



32 

is held invalid, the remainder of the Act and the application of such 
provision to other persons, firms, companies, or corporations, or to 
other circumstances, shall not be affected thereby. 
Sec. 39. The Act entitled “An Act to regulate radio communication,” 

approved August 13, 1912, the joint resolution to authorize the 
operation of Government-owned radio stations for the general public, 
and for other purposes, approved June 5, 1920, as amended, and the 
joint resolution entitled “Joint resolution limiting the time for 
which licenses for radio transmission may be granted, and for other 
purposes,” approved December 8, 1926, are hereby repealed. 
Such repeal, however, shall not affect any act done or any right 

accrued or any suit or proceeding had or commenced in any civil 
cause prior to said repeal, but all liabilities under said laws shall 
continue and may be enforced in the same manner as if committed ; 
and all penalties, forfeitures, or liabilities incurred prior to taking 
effect hereof, under any law embraced in, changed, modified, or re¬ 
pealed by this Act, may be prosecuted and punished in the same 
manner and with the same effect as if this Act had not been passed. 
Nothing in this section shall be construed as authorizing any person 

now using or operating any apparatus for the transmission of radio 
energy or radio communications or signals to continue such use except 
under and in accordance with this Act and with a license granted in 
accordance with the authority hereinbefore conferred. 

Sec. 40. This Act shall take effect and be in force upon its passage 
and approval, except that for and during a period of sixty days 
after such approval no holder of a license or an extension thereof 
issued by the Secretary of Commerce under said Act of August 13, 
1912, shall be subject to the penalties provided herein for operating 
a station without the license herein required. 

Sec. 41. This Act may be referred to and cited as the Radio Act of 
1927. 
Approved, February 23, 1927, 



[Public—No. 195—70th Congress] 
[S. 2317] 

An Act Continuing for one year the powers and authority of 
the Federal Radio Commission under the Radio Act of 1927, and for other 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That all the powers 
and authority vested in the Federal Radio Commission by the Radio 
Act of 1927, approved February 23, 1927, shall continue to be 
vested in and exercised by the commission until March 16, 1929 ; and 
wherever any reference is made in such Act to the period of one 
year after the first meeting of the commission, such reference shall 
be held to mean the period of two years after the first meeting of 
the commission. 

Sec. 2. The period during which the members of the commission 
shall receive compensation at the rate of $10,000 per annum is hereby 
extended until March 16, 1929. 

Sec. 3. Prior to January 1, 1930, the licensing authority shall 
grant no license or renewal of license under the Radio Act of 1927 
for a broadcasting station for a period to exceed three months and 
no license or renewal of license for any other class of station for a 
period to exceed one year. 

Sec. 4. The term of office of each member of the commission shall 
expire on February 23, 1929, and thereafter commissioners shall be 
appointed for terms of two, three, four, five, and six years, respec¬ 
tively, as provided in the Radio Act of 1927. 

Sec. 5. The second paragraph of section 9 of the Radio Act of 
1927 is amended to read as follows : 

“ It is hereby declared that the people of all the zones established 
by section 2 of this Act are entitled to equality of radio broadcasting 
service, both of transmission and of reception, and in order to pro¬ 
vide said equality the licensing authority shall as nearly as possible 
make and maintain an equal allocation of broadcasting licenses, of 
bands of frequency or wave lengths, of periods of time for operation, 
and of station power, to each of said zones when and in so far as 
there are applications therefor; and shall make a fair and equitable 
allocation of licenses, wave lengths, time for operation, and station 
power to each of the States, the District of Columbia, the Territories 
and possessions of the United States within each zone, according 
to population. The licensing authority shall carry into effect the 
equality of broadcasting service hereinbefore directed, whenever 
necessary or proper, by granting or refusing licenses or renewals of 
licenses, by changing periods of time for operation, and by increasing 
or decreasing station power, when applications are made for licenses 
or renewals of licenses : Provided, That if and when there is a lack 
of applications from any zone for the proportionate share of licenses, 
wave lengths, time of operation, or station power to which such zone 
is entitled, the licensing authority may issue licenses for the balance 
of the proportion not applied for from any zone, to applicants from 
other zones for a temporary period of ninety days each, and shall 
specifically designate that said apportionment is only for said 
temporary period. Allocations shall be charged to the State, Dis¬ 
trict, Territory, or possession wherein the studio of the station is 
located and not where the transmitter is located.” 

Approved, March 28, 1928. 
(33) 



[Public—No. 793—70th Congress] 
[S. 5550] 

An Act To authorize the purchase by the Secretary of Com¬ 
merce of a site, and the construction and equipment of a building thereon, for 
use as a constant frequency monitoring radio station, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled. That the Secretary 
of Commerce be, and he is hereby, authorized to purchase a suitable 
site, provided a suitable site now owned by the Government is not 
available for the purpose, and to contract for the construction thereon 
of a building suitable for installation therein of apparatus for use 
as a constant frequency monitoring radio station, and for the 
construction of a suitable roadway, power, and communication 
facilities, at a cost not to exceed $50,000. 
Approved, February 21, 1929. 

(3é) 



[Public—No. 1029—70th Congress] 
[H. R. 15430] 

o ~ . . An Act Continuing the powers and authority of the Ferlerai 
Radio Commission under the Radio Act of 1927, and for other purposes 

77^/ the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United, states of America in Congress assembled, That all the powers 
and authority vested in the Federal Radio Commission by the Radio 
Act of 1921 , approved February 23, 1927, shall continue to be vested 
in and exercised by the commission until December 31, 1929- and 
wherever any reference is made in such Act to the period of one year 
attei the hist meeting of the commission, such reference shall be held 
to mean the period until December 31, 1929. 

Sec. 2. Ilie period during which the members of the commission 
shall receive compensation at the rate of $10.000 per annum is hereby 
extended until March 16, 1930. J

Sec. 3. Prior to January 1, 1931, the licensing authority shall 
grant no license or renewal of license under the Radio Act of 1927 
tor a broadcasting station for a period to exceed three months and 
no license or renewal of license for any other class of station for a 
period to exceed one year. 

Sec. 4. The term of office of each member of the commission shall 
expire on I ebruary 23, 1930, and thereafter commissioners shall be 
appointed for terms of two, three, four, five, and six years, respec¬ 
tively, as provided in the Radio Act of 1927. 

Sec. 5. The commission is authorized to appoint a general counsel 
and pay him a salary of $10,000 per annum and not to exceed three 
assistants to such general counsel, at salaries of $7,500 each per 
annum. It may appoint such other legal assistants as it may from 
time to time find necessary for the proper performance of its duties 
and as from time to time may be appropriated for by Congress. 
Approved, March 4, 1929. 

(35) 



[Public Resolution—No. 17—71st Congress] 
[H. J. Res. 102] 

Joint Resolution Making an appropriation for expenses of participa¬ 
tion by the United States in the meeting of the International Technical Consulting 
Committee on Radio Communications to be held at The Hague in September, 
1929. 

Resolved l>y the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the sum of $27,500 
is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not other¬ 
wise appropriated, to remain available until June 30, 1930, to defray 
the expenses of participation by the United States in the meeting 
of the International Technical Consulting Committee on Radio Com¬ 
munications, to be held at The Hague in September, 1929, including 
travel and subsistence or per diem in lieu of subsistence (notwith¬ 
standing the provisions of any other Act), compensation of 
employees, stenographic and other services by contract if deemed 
necessary, rent of office, purchase of necessary books and documents, 
printing and binding, official cards, and such other expenses as may 
be authorized by the Secretary of State. 
Approved, June 21, 1929. 

(39) 



[Public—No. 25—71st Congress] 
[S. 2276] 

An Act Continuing the powers and authority of the Federal 
Radio Commission under the Radio Act of 1927, as amended. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled. That all the powers 
and authority vested in the Federal Radio Commission by the Radio 
Act of 1927, as amended, shall continue to be vested in and exercised 
by the commission until otherwise provided for by law ; and wherever 
any reference is made in such Act to the period of one year after the 
first meeting of the commission, such period of one year is hereby 
extended until such time as is otherwise provided for by law. 

Sec. 2. The period during which the members of the commission 
shall receive compensation at the rate of $10,000 per annum is hereby 
extended until such time as is otherwise provided for by law. 

Sec. 3. The commission is authorized to appoint a chief engineer 
who shall receive a salary of $10,000 per annum, and not to exceed 
two assistants to such chief engineer at salaries not to exceed $7,500 
each per annum. It may appoint such other technical assistants as it 
may from time to time find necessary for the proper performance of 
its duties and as from time to time may be appropriated for by 
Congress. 
Approved, December 18, 1929. 
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[Public—No. 123—71st Congress] 
[S. 3448] 

An Act To amend the Act of February 21, 1929, entitled “An 
Act to authorize the purchase by the Secretary of Commerce of a site, and the 
construction and equipment of a building thereon, for use as a constant frequency 
monitoring radio station, and for other purposes.” 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Act entitled 
“An Act to authorize the purchase by the Secretary of Commerce 
of a. site, and the construction and equipment of a building thereon, 
for use as a constant frequency monitoring radio station, and for 
other purposes,” approved February 21, 1929, be, and the same 
is hereby, amended to read as follows: 

“ That the Secretary of Commerce be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to purchase a suitable site, provided a suitable site now owned by 
the Government is not available for the purpose, and to contract 
for the construction thereon of a building suitable for installation 
therein of apparatus for use of a constant frequency monitorin" 
radio station, and for the facilities, at a cost not to exceed $80,000/ 
Approved, April 14, 1930. 

(38) 



[Public—No. 248—71st Congress] 
(S. 428] 

An Act To authorize the transfer of the former naval radio 
station, Seawall, Maine, as an addition to the Acadia National Park. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States cf America in Congress assembled, That the Secre¬ 
tary of the Navy be, and he hereby is, authorized and directed to 
transfer to the control and jurisdiction of the Secretary of the 
Interior as an addition to the Acadia National Park, established 
under the Act of February 26, 1919 (40 Stat. 1178), as amended by 
the Act of January 19, 1929 (Public, Numbered 667, Seventieth 
Congress), all that tract of land containing two hundred and twenty-
three acres, more or less, with improvements thereon, comprising 
the former naval radio station at Seawall, town of Southwest Har¬ 
bor, Hancock County, Maine, said tract being no longer needed for 
naval purposes. 
Approved, May 23, 1930. 
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[Public—No. 494—71st Conghess] 
[H. R. 12599) 

An Act To amend section 16 of the Radio Act of 1927. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of liepresent atives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled. That section 16 
of the Radio Act of 1927 (U. S. Ù., Supp. Ill, title 47, sec. 96) is 
amended by striking out the whole of said section and by inserting 
in lieu thereof the following : 

“ Sec. 16. (a) An appeal may be taken, in the manner hereinafter 
provided, from decisions of the commission to the Court of /Appeals 
of the District of Columbia in any of the following cases : 

“(1) By any applicant for a station license, or for renewal of an 
existing station license, or for modification of an existing station 
license, whose application is refused by the commission. 

“(2) By any licensee whose license is revolted, modified, or sus¬ 
pended by the commission. 

“(3) By any other person, firm, or corporation aggrieved or whose 
interests are adversely affected by any decision of the commission 
granting or refusing any such application or by any decision of the 
commission revoking, modifying, or suspending an existing station 
license. 

“ Such appeal shall be taken by filing with said court within twenty 
days after the decision complained of is effective, notice in writing 
of said appeal and a statement of the reasons therefor, together with 
proof of service of a true copy of said notice and statement upon 
the commission. Unless a later date is specified by the commission 
as part of its decision, the decision complained of shall be considered 
to be effective as of the date on which public announcement of the 
decision is made at the office of the commission in the city of Wash¬ 
ington. 

‘(b) The commission shall thereupon immediately, and in any 
event not later than five days from the date of such service upon it, 
mail or otherwise deliver a copy of said notice of appeal to each 
person, firm, or corporation shown by the records of the commission 
to be interested in such appeal and to have a right to intervene 
therein under the provisions of this section, and shall at all times 
thereafter permit any such person, firm, or corporation to inspect 
and make copies of the appellant’s statement of reasons for said 
appeal at the office of the commission in the city of Washington. 
Within thirty days after the filing of said appeal the commission 
shall file with the court the originals or certified copies of all papers 
and evidence presented to it upon the application involved or upon 
its order revoking, modifying, or suspending a license, and also a 
like copy of its decision thereon, and shall within thirty days there¬ 
after file a full statement in writing of the facts and grounds for its 
decision as found and given by it, and a list of all interested per¬ 
sons, firms, or corporations to whom it has mailed or otherwise 
delivered a copy of said notice of appeal. 
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“(c) Within thirty days after the filing of said appeal any inter¬ 
ested person, firm, or corporation may intervene and participate 
in the proceedings had upon said appeal by filing with the court a 
notice of intention to intervene and a verified statement showing the 
nature of the interest of such party, together with proof of service 
of true copies of said notice and statement, both upon appellant and 
upon the commission. Any person, firm, or corporation who would 
be aggrieved or whose interests would be adversely affected by a 
reversal or modification ,f the decision of the commission com¬ 
plained of shall be consi ¿red an interested party. 

“(d) At the earliest convenient time the court shall hear and deter¬ 
mine the appeal upon the record before it, and shall have power, 
upon such record, to enter a judgment affirming or reversing the deci¬ 
sion of the commission, and, in event the court shall render a decision 
and enter an order reversing the decision of the commission, it shall 
remand the case to the commission to carry out the judgment of the 
court: Provided, however, That the review by the court shall be 
limited to questions of law and that findings of fact by the commis¬ 
sion, if supported by substantial evidence, shall be conclusive unless 
it shall clearly appear that the findings of the commission are arbi¬ 
trary or capricious. The court’s judgment shall be final, subject, 
however, to review by the Supreme Court of the United States upon 
writ of certiorari on petition therefor under section 347 of title 
28 of the Judicial Code by appellant, by the commission, or by any 
interested party intervening in the appeal. 

“(e) The court may, in its discretion, enter judgment for costs 
in favor of or against an appellant, and/or other interested parties 
intervening in said appeal, but not against the commission, depend¬ 
ing upon the nature of the issues involved upon said appeal and the 
outcome thereof: Provided, however, That this section shall not 
relate to or affect appeals which were filed in said Court of Appeals 
prior to the enactment of this amendment.” 
Approved, July 1, 1930. 



[Public Resolution—No. 35—71st Congress] 
[H. J. Res. 217] 

Joint Resolution Making an additional appropriation for the sup¬ 
port of the Federal Radio Commission during the fiscal year 1930 in accord¬ 
ance with the Act approved December 18. 1929. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following sums 
are appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, for the fiscal year 1930 for salaries and expenses of the 
Federal Radio Commission as continued by the Act approved Decem¬ 
ber 18, 1929, namely : 
For an additional amount for the pay of five commissioners at the 

rate of $10,000 each per annum, $5,000 ; 
For an additional amount for all other authorized expenses of the 

Federal Radio Commission in performing the duties imposed by the 
Radio Act of 1927, as amended, including personal services, news¬ 
papers and periodicals, law and reference books, special counsel fees, 
printing and binding, supplies and equipment which, when the aggre¬ 
gate amount involved does not exceed $25, may be purchased without 
regard to section 3709 of the Revised Statutes (United States Code, 
title 41, section 5), contract stenographic reporting services without 
reference to such section, travel and other necessary expenses, $26,000 ; 
and in addition thereto $75,000 of the unexpended balance of the 
appropriation “ Salaries and Expenses, Federal Radio Commission, 
1927-1929 ” is hereby reappropriated and macle available for the pur¬ 
poses of the appropriation “ Salaries and Expenses, Federal Radio 
Commission, 1930,” all to be retroactive to the date of the approval 
of such Act of December 18, 1929. 
Approved, February 1, 1930. 
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