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Don't Wait,
This Offer Can't Last!
Reg. Price, $259

- Full range -10Hz to 3GHz.
- LCD display (daylight visibility).

- True state-of-the-art technology with the
high speed ASIC.

« NiCads & Charger included.
- Ultra-high sensitivity. - 4 gate times.
- Extruded metal case. - Compatible with MFJ207.

Suggested options

TA100S: Telescoping Whip Antenna.................... $ 12
CC30 Vinyl Carry Case......cccoceeeiiecciiinneennn. $ 14
BL10: LED Backlight..........cocooiiiiiiiiiiieene, $ 15.
BL28: El Backlight for use in roomlight and

low light.... .o $ 45.
BG28: Bargraph Signal Level Indicator............. $100.

TCXO 30: Precision +0.2ppm 20 to 40°C temp.
compensated time base......................... $100.

Universal F
Handi-
Counter™
Model 3000,
$375. and
Bench Model
8030, $579.
Both offer
frequency,
period, ratio
and time
interval.
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60 Years of Vatican Radio
by Larry Miller 8

It's a Christmas tradition at many houses — Mom and
Dad surrounded by ribbons and wrapping paper and tags
on Christmas Eve, listening to midnight Mass celebrated by
the Pope with all the pomp and circumstance. But for
thousands of people throughout the world, the live broad-
casts by the Pope have been a daily source of inspiration,
thanks to Vatican Radio’s sixty years of broadcasting.

Flying High

by David Sutcliffe 12

Seasoned aero listeners know there's no predicting VHF
aircraft communications. There is no limit to what you might hear;
Even the Space Shuttle has been heard hailing an old friend at a
local airport on a Unicom frequency! This feature will decipher :
aircraft transmissions so you can practice monitoring routine com
munications. Then, when the great catch comes along, you can ;
follow right along with the action.

My First Shortwave

by Salvatore Emma 18

What a waste of a Saturday. Sal Emma vividly remembers the day he had to sort through all
the hand-me-downs and clean out the closet: The day he discovered The Radio.

COVER PHOTO: Cloud photo by Harry Baughn
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How to Start a Local Club

by Wayne Heinen 22

It started with a handful of hobbyists, a sponsor, and a
meeting place. Through trial and error, the Rocky Mountain
Radio Listeners has grown in numbers, gained direction and
increased in enthusiasm. What this club has learned along the
way they now pass on to other aspiring clubs. Tip Number
One: Be realistic and learn the pitfalls from others!

Monitoring Times 1991 Index
And Much More ...

Did you hear about the unlicensed broadcast station spon-
sored by the Department of Defense? It's WKDT, “The Only
Alternative,” on the campus of West Point Military Academy. For
prospective young officers, it's also “the only opportunity” to
experience a brush with broadcasting (p.50).

If you enjoyed the article on aircraft communications and want
more, you're in for a special treat as Plane Talk profiles Delta
Airline communications (p.48). And the mysterious military traffic
at the Las Vegas McCarran Int’l Airport receives more specula-
tion this month at the hands of Federal File readers (p.46).

You'll find a super project this month in Experimenter's Work-
shop: an S-meter which can be utilized with virtually any
receiver. And you can build it yourself if you’ll turn to page 102.

Two respectable new receivers are reviewed this month: the
Sangean ATS818CS shortwave portable cassette receiver
(p.96), and the Realistic PRO-37 handheld scanner (p.98).

We hope you'll enjoy the time conversion wheel printed on the
tear-out sheet. With a little assembly, UTC should never defeat
you again!

24
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LETTERS

What a year it has been! We thought
it would be hard to surpass 1990 for
drama, but the events of 1991 have proven
the surprises aren’t over yet. Still, few of
us can sustain our global consciousness
with ear glued to three radios for long.
Eventually local concerns and daily liv-
ing will impose themselves upon us once
again.

And in that daily world with its mun-
dane frustrations, you’d be surprised how
many folks still get disgruntled trying to
understand how UTC time relates to their
local time. So behold our Christmas gift
to ourreaders—a time conversion wheel.
Credit for the original diagram goes to
E.J. Gaspard of Creole, Louisianna, who
donated it to Grove Enterprises. Use the
wheel (which will be much more durable
if encased in plastic) with our sincere
wishes that all your times with radio are
good ones.

Indulging in a bit more nostalgia, a
letter from Leslie Edwards of Doylestown,
Pennsylvania, starts out, “What an event
it was to hear you and Judy and Bob
Grove, interviewed by Kim Shippey of
the Christian Science Monitor World
Service at the Monitoring Times Conven-
tion in Knoxville on October 5. To hear
the voices of people that I had only known
through the pages of the magazine was a
delight, and the expressions of support for
shortwave radio were encouraging.”

My mind was cast back to Knoxville
not only by Leslie’s kind comments, but
also by a story from the Knoxville News-
Sentinel sent by a couple of readers. The
Knox County Enhanced 911 center, toured
by many MT Convention attenders, has
been plagued with problems since it was
installed in 1987. Authorities suspect it’s
the work of “techno dweebs” (first cous-
ins of computer hackers) who appear to
do mischief just to prove that they can.
But it is no laughing matter. Knoxville
resident Hugh Winfrey worries that such
shenanigans “may result in regulations
that will hurt us all.”

Mark Lefler of Athens, Tennessee,
speculates that the latest concern arose
after two deputies were shot in a remote

section of the county. “Apparently their
radios would not work in this area and they
were unable to call-in for back up help.”

The fact that unauthorized personshave
access to both radios and programming
software could pose a serious safety and
security problem for the state-of-the-art
system. Both the FCC and the FBI have
been consulted.

Mark, however, is not so quick to blame
radio problems on deliberate interference.
He says, “When Motorola installed the
systemin 1987, they recommended that six
towers/repeaters be installed. Knox County
only installed four, so there are consider-
able dead spots.”

A constant stream of such newsclippings
come through the MT office. If there weren’t
so much at stake at times, it could be
entertaining to watch ourcumbersome legal
system go into contortions to try to cover
new knowledge and technology. Take, for
example, this ruling from a Manhattan
court reported in the New York Law Jour-
nal and sent by Paul Mitchell: Radio waves
and the equipment that generate them are
tangible property and therefore may be
protected against criminal mischief and
tampering; while the speed with which
they travel — the frequency — is not
tangible and therefore is not so covered.

The decision, though potentially con-
troversial, shows some logical thinking.
Not so learned was the lawyer who charged
the defendant with “damaging the fre-
quency” of the plaintiff.

“Obviously, whoever drafted the
papers for New York State didn’t read
Monitoring Times,” chuckled Paul.

Se far Canada does not have an Elec-
tronic Communications Privacy Act to
forbid monitoring of cellular communica-
tions, but Lambert Huneault of Windsor
says that may change. He enclosed clip-
pings from The Windsor Star which
indicated that for the first time a judge in
Canada has said a cellular phone conver-
sation is subject to the wiretap provisions
of the Criminal Code.

“Personally,” says Bert, “I think this is
a terrible ruling, as cellular phone conver-

RF SIGNAL DISTRIBUTION

Multiple signal monitoring in
the .1 to 1000 MHz range

Increase your S/N before
receivers using WI-COMM low
noise (NF3dB) multicouplers
RCO6 with better linearity
RC24 with better noise figure

Having (paging) interference
problems while monitoring

your scanner frequencies?
Then consider WI-COMM super
linear (IP55dBm) multicouplers
CRC11 for 30 to 500 MHz
CRCA43 for 30 to 900 MHz

» 115/230VAC power supply
* 4-32 ouputs to receivers

« Rx-Rx isolation 20 dB

« Fixed gain 3-12 dB

« 19" rack mounted enclosure
« BNC/TNC/N/SMA connectors

B, | b > oem
WI-COMM ELECTRONICS INC.

P.O. Box 5174, Massena, NY 13662
Ph. (315) 769-8334

PC Software by W2XQ

Rx control software for the IBM PC.
Memory & Event Management, Eng
Lang SWBC Schedules. For JRC
NRD-535, NRD-525, Kenwood
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download info from Pinelands
RBBS 609-859-1910.

TRS Consultants

PO Box 2275-MT

Vincentown, NJ) 08088-2275
609-859-2447 | Fax 609-859-3226

NATIONAL SCANNING REPORT

HOT new scanning magazine. Everything from
engaging features, helpful how-to-do’s, reader
exchange and lols of frequencies for the
scanner listener, law enforcement and fire fighter
enthusiast. Get six issues and a FREE county
printout of police and emergency for $17.50.
(Specify county.) Send check, MO, MC/Visa to
PO Box 291918, Ketlering, OH 45429. Or cali
toll-free:

1 800 423-1331

MONITORING TIMES

memm——AAAALL S o ricanradiobictan, com

December 1991 3


www.americanradiohistory.com

LETTERS

continued

sations are radio communications — and if
they are not scrambled there should be no
expectation of privacy. The defense lawyer
indicated that the ruling will probably be
appealed...I'll keep you informed. But for
the time being...the monitoring of cellular
telephone conversations appearsto have sud-
denly become illegal in this country.”

Moving on to more cheerful communi-
cations, Bert says, “I am still quite active in
shortwave monitoring, especially with my
meteorology hobby. As you will note from
the photograph , I now have Radiofax as well
as RTTY monitoring facilities. The Univer-
sal M-900 decoder does a super good job of
decoding RTTY and SITOR communica-
tions as well as printing excellent weather
maps and satellite cloud pictures with the
Seikosha 9-pin printer.”

How are you doing on your reception
reports this year? Back in the fall, Debra
Emrie of Springfield, Missouri, asked if
there was software available for translating
reception reports. Evidently there is, be-
cause The Radio Collection has a software
package called “The Language Assistant” in

4 December 1991

Spanish, French, German, or Italian in their
catalog. I'm sure they’d be glad to give you
more details on the program. Last month we
inadvertently leftout The Radio Collection’s
ad for the World Radio TV Handbook, so be
sure to check out their ad and address on
page 7.

Gordon Trigg of New Zealand writes
with some good cautionary advice for Debra
or anyone trying to use a dictionary for a
word-for-word translation. Take translating
English to the Philippine language Tagalog,
for example. “The result would be unread-
able, as the text would not make sense. There
can be several suitable words to use for one
English word, so which one do you use?
Worse still there are English words not even
covered in the other language.”

Even with sophisticated computer soft-
ware, Gordon reminds us that one’s printer
imposes severe limitations on what can be
printed. If it can’t print the alphabet, then
Chinese, Japanese, Russian, and Arabic are
all out of reach.

Gordon’s best recommendation for lan-
guage translations is to find someone who
speaks the language. He writesout his report

MONITORING TIMES
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in English and then “I pay a visit to some of
the Asian take-away shops. If you are a
regular customer they are normally very
willing to assist you... I find this is the safest
way of sending areport oraletterasitavoids
insults, has perfect or near as possible gram-
mar, and where required, script. It also gets
noticed at the other end where the receiver
may not know English or may only have a
limited grasp of English.”

Thanks for those good tips, Gordon.
“Asian take-away shop?!” Is that a reposses-
sion agency or a Chinese carry-out? You
make a good point; the difference could be
important!

Philip Ross of Allied Electric Supply
Company in Southfield, Michigan, doubted
a newspaper report we picked up about a
“bullet” which zapped illegal cable boxes in
Queens. So we checked it out and sure
enough, American Cablevision snared 317
such boxes last April. They fired what they
termed an “electronic bullet” which only
disabled the illegal chip that had been en-
abling viewers to receive the premium
channels. It seems the company obtained
one of the illegal chips and took it to Tocom,
the company that makes their converter.
Tocom designed the electronic impulse to
target that chip. When the customers brought
their boxes in for repair, the company held
the boxes for use as evidence in court.

Are you in a Christmas mood? From
time to time we receive requests for the
Monitoring Times from folks who are unable
to purchase it themselves. MT readers and
clubs have already shown their generosity,
so we make this offer: If you are interested
in sponsoring a DXer, write to MT. We will
be glad to send you a copy of correspon-
dence from anyone who has requested help.
These are primarily from overseas, but not
always.

Robert Bennett is a beginning radio

(please turn to p. 109)
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COMMUNICATIONS

Cellular Ban Update —
There's Still Time to Write!!

The proposal to ban the manufacture
of scanners with cellular frequency cov-
erage isnow before the Senate. House Bill
HR 1674 passed without a dissenting vote.
The Senate version of the Bill, S1132,
does not contain the proposal to ban such
scanners--yet.

But John Windhausen, counsel for
Senator Ernest “Fritz” Hollings (D-SC)
who is chairman of the Senate Commerce
Committee deliberating the wording, feels
that such a ban would enforce the Elec-
tronic Communications Privacy Act which
makes it unlawful to listen in on mobile
telephones.

If you have not yet written to your
Senators, refer to last month’s Closing
Comments and write to to your two Sena-
tors, c/o U.S. Senate, Washington, DC
20510, and to the Senate Commerce
Committee, 227 Hart Senate Office Build-
ing, Washington, DC 20510, urging them
toreject the cellular frequency ban amend-
ment in the House version of the Bill.

Barbies on the Air

Five year old Veronica Harrington is
the country’s youngest full-fledged ham
radio operator. So says the respected
National Inquirer. Inarecentarticle, writer
Joe Mullins gushed, “the tyke has ham
operators far and wide chuckling when
she’s on the air gabbing away about
her...Barbie dolls.”

“I'talk about my three Barbie dolls and
about our neighbor’s cat who brings me
dead mice...” says Veronica. The preco-
cious little rag-chewer is on the air for a
half an hour a day.

Rosalie White, American Radio
Relay League educational activities man-
ager, says “we think [Veronica’s) great!
There are three other 5-year-olds that
have their novice license but Veronica is
the youngest to have a technician’s tag
which has a Morse code requirement.”

Alleged Scam Rips
Broadcasters

Law enforcement officials are on the
lookout for Jerry Kautz, president of Impe-
rial Transmitter Worldwide. According to
Radio World, broadcasters were asked for a
50% deposit on used transmitters— amounts
ranging from $1,000 to well over $10,000—
and then promised that the units would be
delivered by company truck.

The trucks, as of press time, never
arrived. Ironically, Kautz recently authored
an article on used equipment for Radio
World in which he wamned broadcasters to
“be careful about sending money.” Three
months later, says Radio World, “Kautz has
disappeared and state and federal authorities
are investigating the man and his business.”

Detective Tke Brown of the McCook,
Nebraska police department would not dis-
cuss the case but did confirm that he had
received formal complaints of theft by
deception or fraud against Kautz and his
firm. Brown also indicated that a number of
othercomplaints had been filed against Kautz
for “misuse of financial transaction instru-
ments” — primarily credit cards.

VOA Broadcaster Kidnapped

A Voice of America broadcaster was
apparently abducted in broad daylight from
the parking lot of the station recently. A
group calling itself the Salvadoran Patriotic
Directorate claimed responsibility.

According to reports, Isidro Olace, a
Mexican citizen working for the VOA, left
the station Sunday at 12:10 in the afternoon.
Fifty minutes later Olace was on the phone
to the Voice, telling them that he had been
abducted. Shortly thereafter, the VOA
received two letters demanding that the
station broadcast a number of statements in
return for Olace’s release.

The VOA declined to read the manifes-
tosover the air. “We of course don’tdo that,”
said spokesman Joseph O’Connell.

The FBI began looking for Olace until
the following weekend when, on Saturday,
he telephoned his wife to tell her that he had
been released at National Airport and was

taking the Metro to his home in Mont-
gomery County.

The FBI says that it is “investigating
... aggressively” in cooperation with the
D.C. police.

Giant Shortwave Transmitter
May Save Earth

It sounds like an old Japanese “horror”
movie from the 1960s but the Japanese
Ministry of Posts and Telecommunica-
tions was quite serious when it signed an
agreement with the University of Alaska
tobuild a giant shortwave transmitter that
could save the planet.

The Japanese PTT and the University
will conduct joint experiments on using
radio waves to protect the ozone layer.
Under the agreement, a high-powered
shortwave generating facility will be built
in Alaska. The giant transmitter will then
beam its signals some 40 to 100 kilome-
ters above the earth.

According to officials in Kyodo,
experiments have shown that when ozone-
damaging chlorofluorocarbons (CFCS)
are irradiated with short burst of high-
powered shortwave, their chlorine atoms
become chlorine ions, which do not affect
the ozone layer.

There is no word on how the giant
shortwave generator will affect shortwave
reception or if the Japanese PTT will
QSL.

| Won’t Be Home For Dinner...

Journalism can be dangerous to your
health. According to the Swedish news-
paper Sydsvenska, some 36 journalists
died last year. As of late October, 1991,
(the mostrecent date for which figures are
available) 41 journalists are known to
have given their lives in pursuit of their
professional duties.

Sydsvenska goes on to say that these
figures may be misleading in that they
represent only those reporters known to
have died. “If a reporter from a major
newspaper, news agency, television or
radio network is missing, news of the

December 1991
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MT Welcomes Your Input!!
Clippings should be addressed to Communications,
¢/o Monitoring Times, P.O. Box 98, Brasstown, NC
28902-0098.

disappearance is quickly spread around
the world. Representatives of smaller
organizations disappear in silence.”

The most dangerous assignment in the
world today is Yugoslavia where a French
and a Swiss journalist hit a mine in Zagreb
recently. A total of eight journalists have
died in Yugoslavia alone.

ICOM Releases R7100

ICOM s now selling theirnew R7100,
smaller than the venerable R7000, but
with better specs including: higher sensi-
tivity, 900 memory channels in 9 banks,
10 programmable search ranges, 24 hour
clock/timer with 5 on/off times, eight
tuning steps (0.1/1/5/10/12.5/20/25/100
kHz) and “Window Scan” (a program-
mable dual-function cycle).

Watch for a full review of this VHF/
UHF receiver.

Radio Warning:
Ghost Soviet Research Station

Ships plying the waters north of Alaska
have been receiving radio messages from
the Coast Guard, warning them that an ice
floe carrying an abandoned Soviet
research station and hundreds of drums
of potentially hazardous chemicals is
lost somewhere in the Arctic Ocean.

The island of ice broke loose from the
Soviet coast during the summer and was
last reported 56 miles north of Barrow.
The Soviets have promised to remove the
chemicals and buildings from the floe but
bad weather has been making it difficult
to locate by satellite or airplane.

“IC’s called “needle in a haystack’
time,” says Randy Crosby, director of
searchand rescue for Alaska’s North Slope
borough.

Intelligent Life?
Not at This Office

Next October, after 30 years of search-
ing the skies for signs of intelligent life in

the universe, NASA will begin a decade-
long search for radio transmissionsin the
1,000 to 3,000 MHz range.

NASA'’s Search for Extraterrestrial
Intelligence (SETT) project will use state-
of-the-art receivers in a systematic,
long-range observing program. In the
first few minutes of the project, says a
NASA spokesman, more searching will
be accomplished than in the combined
total of all previous SETTI’s.

In a complementary search, a sky
survey will use the 34-meter antennas at
NASA'’s Deep space Network (DSN) to
scan the sky from 1,000 to 10,000 MHz.
NASA promisesto letusknow if they are
able to ring anyone up.

Ham Pizza

The FCC isreportedly contemplating
a rule change that would allow hams to
use their radios to conduct business on a
no-interference basis. According to the
WS5YI Report, FCC Private Radio
Bureau Chief Ralph Haller startled lis-
teners during a recent speech when he
said he was receptive to permitting a
third type of non-amateur communica-
tions on the ham bands.

Haller suggested that frequency
usage be arranged so as to give prece-
dence to priority or emergency
communications, as is the current prac-
tice. Primary communications would be
normal ham operations and the new cat-
egory, called secondary, mighteven give
hams the right to conduct personal busi-
ness, “including ordering pizzas.”

Currently, ham radio is restricted to
“self-training, intercommunications and
technical investigation carried out by
duly authorized persons interested in radio
technology solely with a personal aim
and without pecuniary interest.”

Thanks and creditsto: Mike Braukus, NASA;
Maryanne Kehoe, Atlanta, Georgia; Mary
Longo, West Palm Beach, Florida; Bob
Lucore, Washington, D.C.; Henderson L.
Ledvis, Altemont, California; Alex W.
McliWain, Lakeland, Florida, Eldrige
Massey, Nassau, Bahamas; the Washington
Post and the WSYI Report.
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Vatican Radio

Answering to a Higher Authority

By Larry Miller

I t is officially called “Christian Messaging
from the Vatican” but the news media quickly
dubbed it “Dial-a-Pope.” The Vatican, it seems,
has authorized a fund-raising 900 number. “Now,”
according to promotional literature, “the Pontiff
is available at any time of the day or night, in the
privacy of your own home.” Organizer Michael
Fahringer crowed that he had “invented the
world’s first electronic collection plate.”

While Mr. Fahringer, a former copy machine
salesman, may indeed have invented the world's
first electronic collection plate, his boastful bal-
loon might have been deflated a bit if he had
known that innovationis practically the Vatican's
middle name.

When shortwave stations began taking
punches from the worldwide recession, they cut
back. English programs were taken off the air,
staffs were reduced and some station vanished
altogether. At the Vatican — itself in something
of a financial straightjacket — they put their
heads together, sighed, and began selling com-
pact discs (CDs) of classical and sacred music.
This, along with some prudent, but hardly notice-
able belt tightening, once again turned the wolves
from the door.

Nothing Vatican Radio does is second class,
its $13.00 CDs included. When Pope Pius XI
decided in 1929 to build a radio station, he turned

8 December 1991

to *“‘the Father of Radio” him-
self, Guglielmo Marconi.
Marconi set a high standard
for Vatican Radio by person-
ally constructing thestation’s
first transmitter.

According to writer Erik
Amfitheatrof, the idea that
the Vatican should have its
ownradiostation “was shaped
by the violent events of 1870
when troops from the newly
united Italian army invaded
the Papal States, which cov-
ered most of central Italy.”

“The Pope’s troops were
routed,'relates Amfitheatrof,
and the Pope, Pius XI,
became “a prisoner of the
Vatican.” The tension con-
tinued until February 11th,
1929, when Benito Mussolini
and the Vatican signed the Lateran Pact, estab-
lishing the 108.7 acre Vatican City-State.

Once forced to live within the bounds of St.
Peter’s Basilica, Pius XI now felt the need to step
beyond Rome and reach the world itself. Less
than two years later, the Pope — with Marconi
looking on — was on the air. Stiffly and in Latin,
Pius launched the inaugural broadcast in Old
Testament style, saying “Hear and listen... oh
distant peoples.” Immediately, aides began trans-
lating the text of the speech into the world’s major

Vatican Radio journalist doing an
interview.
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languages for broadcast later that same evening.
The world did hear. In America, the New York
Heraldwold its readers that “few events canmatch
the impression of hearing the message of that the
head of the Roman Catholic Church broadcast to
the entire world.” One man even wrote from
Prague, Czechoslovakia, to say that, although
deaf, he was able to hear the Pope’s speech by
running a wire from his radio to his teeth.
Some of Vatican Radio’s initial programs
were somewhat dry. One of the first was called
“Scientiarum Nuncius Radiophonicus,” a Latin
report on the activity of the Pontifical Academy
of Sciences. This was not totally unexpected.
From the beginning, Vatican Radio had been
staffed almost exclusively by Jesuits, tradition-
ally the Church’s intelligencia. But as the years
waore on, the normally neutral, non-controversial
Vatican Radio began to bravely face off against
the Fascist government in Italy — the very gov-
ernment on which the station depended for such
vital supplies as electricity to run its transmitters!
By 1938, Pius XI established the “Catholic
Information Service” in an effort to combat what
he saw as atheistic propaganda coming out of
shortwave stations in Germany, Italy and the
Soviet Union. As aresult, Vatican Radio became
an important source of information during World
War II, “not withstanding the protest of the
German diplomats, disturbances and censors.”
Goebbels himself, says official Vatican litera-
ture, “had sworn to silence Vatican Radio.” He
was never able to fulfill his vow, although over
a dozen priests perished in concentration camps
across Europe for collaborating with the station.
Vatican Radio did provide a number of ser-
vices during the war. It claims to have been the
first station— despite its reputation for neutrality
in secular state affairs — to denounce the Nazi
concentration camps. On January 23rd, 1940, an
American Jesuit named Coffey reportedly told
the world that “Jews and Polish prisoners are
being enclosed in new ghettos, tightly sealed...”
During the following six years, the Vatican
became a clearinghouse of information between
prisoners-of-war, displaced families and their
loved onmes, transmitting some 1,240,000 per-
sonal messages. Broadcasts of Vatican Radio
were transcribed and secretly distributed by the
French resistance.
Like a teenager who takes on heavy manual
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labor for the summer, Vatican Radio emerged
from the war years with some serious muscle.
Now it was a major powerhouse, both in terms
of transmitters and number of languages. By
1949, it was broadcasting in 19 languages and, in
order to accommodate this growth, began the
construction of a new transmission center.

Located some 20 miles north of Rome, the
Santa Maria di Galeria transmitter center is
located on a 4.5 acre plot originally owned by St.
Ignatius and set aside for the Jesuits. It was
inaugurated in 1957 and by 1958, the year in
which Pope John XXIII was elected, was putting
out broadcasts in 39 languages. To this day, it
remains the starting paint for virtually every
signal that Vatican Radio sends out.

«m*\' g~
Much equipment is required for remote
broadcasts.

Reaching Out to the Faithful

Many people begin their day at 0630 UTC by

listening to the Holy Mass, celebrated by priests
: who work at Vatican Radio. The Mass itself is

still celebrated in Latin, the official language of

& the church, but the scripture readings are alter-

nated in 13 different languages. The day ends
with the Holy Rosary, broadcast live every day

at 7:40 UTC.

In between, however, almost anything goes.

il The range of music alone is astounding, encom-
4 passing everything from Brahms to—no
& kidding—Elvis Presley.

In Rome, listeners can find any one of four
Vatican Networks on the air. One, known as
“Studio A,” offers programs of light and classical
music. In the evening, from sunset to sunrise, the
station can be heard throughout Europe on 1530
kHz mediumwave (AM). By far, however, the
bulk of Vatican Radio’s audience listens to the
“General Service” on shortwave.

According to the latest schedule, there is but
one English transmission officially targeted to
America. It is at 0250 UTC and can be heard on
9615 and 11625 kHz. Other English broadcasts
to Africa, some of which can also be heard in
America, are scheduled for 0500 UTC on 11625,
15090 and 17730 kHz; 0630 UTC on 11625,
15090 and 17730 kHz; 1730 UTC on 11625,
15090, 17730kHz and 2100 UTC on 9645, 11625

and 15090 kHz.

Transmissions to Asia and the
Pacific contain four English programs
the enthusiastic listener can try for.
These are scheduled at 0145 UTC on

: { g 11935 and 15090 kHz; 1345 UTC on

9615, 11830, 15090 and 17535 kHz;
1545 UTC on 15090 and 17865 kHz
and 2245 UTC on 11830 and 15105
kHz.

Vatican Radio’s 1st and 2nd Pro-
gram (networks) are directed toward
Europe almost around the clock. The
1st Program offers programs in a
rainbow of the world’s languages,
each a snippet of news, information
or music lasting between 10 and 15
minutes per language.

The 2nd Program concentrates
more on the languages of the Baltics
and the Soviet Union. Here you are
likely to pick up programs in
Byelorussian, Latvian and Armenian.
Both networks are carried on short-
wave and, with patience, can become
arewarding experience for the skilled
shortwave listener.
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