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The Call Letter is a monthly publication 
of the Northwest Vintage Radio Society, a' 
non-profit organization, incorporated in -
the state of Oregon. Meetings of the So­
ciety are held on the second Saturday of 
each month, normally, at the Buena Vista 
clubhouse located at 16th and Jackson 
Streets, Oregon City, Oregon. Meetings 
convene at 10 o'clock A. M. 

** ** ** ** ** ** 
Ii: Edi tor-in-chief •.••••••• Jim Mason 

-90 N. W. l50th Ave. 
Beaverton, OR 97006 
Ph: 644-2343 
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Power Supply •••••••• Bobbie Kibler 
Our Peop1e ••••••••••• Hugh Ranken 
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** .* ** ** ** ** Feature art~c1es are contributed by mem-
bers under various by-lines. Please send 
all contributions to the editor. 
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Call Letter address: P.O. Box 02379 

Portland, Oreg~n 97202 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF DECEMBER 11, 1982 

The regular monthly meeting of NWVRS was 
held at the Buena Vista Club House on Satur­
day, December 11, 1982 with President Bill 
De Vey presiding. Minutes of the meeting of 
November 13 were read and approved. The 
Treasurer's report was presented and approved. 
GOOD AND WELFARE: 

Nothing to report in this area. Visitors 
and guests were introduced. 
OLD BUSINESS: 

Because of the tight schedule at this 
meeting, it was decided to defer selection of 
a name for the Club radio until a later date. 
Don Copeland reported he had been in contact 
with a person who would make a silk screen of 
the Club logo for $30.00 and we would retain 
possession of it. Don also reported a lead on 
making name badges and we would be permitted to 
retain the master plate. Dick Karman reported 
no further progress on making the cabinet for 
the radio project but will resume work soon 
after Christmas. 
NEW BUSINESS: 

Election of officers was the next order 
of business and with 21 members voting, the 
following were chosen for 1983: President: 
Jerry Talbott; Vice President: Dave Brown; 
Treasurer: Ed Charman; Recording Secretary: 
Hugh Ranken; Corresponding Secretary: Dick 
Karman. Each was introduced and said a few 
words. Jerry Talbott stated that to enter 
our ad in the next issue of "Old Stuff", the 
antique collectors paper, we must immedia­
tely have a firm date for our Spring swap 
meet. The usual time is in conjunction with 
the April meeting, however, this seems al­
ways to conflict with the auto swap meet. 
Therefore, it was suggested that we advance 
our date to the May meeting. Dick Karman 
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!).t WOA i/e.w !I eaJt on tAe 'PAoebe, 
]A€; 9'--!:'1U oui:Aide we/te CJUl.e1, 

WAen old Bi.rnbo tuned AlA §Jtebe 
Jo tAe J1~n .i.n K aiJUl. 

A /If..a.i.Lc. Jl11JOoJJ..A c.ame to Au eaJt 

C JtackLeJJ.., J14-.~eJJ.., AaAA aJ1d moJtei 
fllO/lt naeJJ.. tAe ;tAe/t WOA /l0 c.LeaJt, 

J onde a blaAi:.i.nfj /tOaJt ! 
Old Bi.rnbo c.LUtJ1ed AlA JJ..AoJtt wave /let-­

And tAe aUt abouf. iwtned blue 
AJ1 AoWt on IwWt Ae vu..ed to fjet 

A peep fAom tAe K aiJul c.Jte.w. 

JAen Ae JJ..iomped ouf. .i.nto tAe nile; 
Ou:t fOAt a baJ1fJ'0fj tJte1LiA, 

And /law tAe JteaAon f.oJt AlA pL4Jhi-, 
AWtOJta B oJtea.l.iA ! 

i/ow Ae.aJtken all !f0U v.i.ni..afje f}JtOUP, 
W Ao enjn!f !f0Wt lJ X nileJJ.., 

!Iou I il neve/t c.ompete woJtiA a wlwop 
WdA ilwJ1e dad-bLamed i/oJttAeJtn L~ ! 

** ** ** ** 
AA flle ! 

!). Love tAe XmaA J1eMon, 
JAe 1I0Lulaf*1 Q/te dealt. 

And !J' m J1Wte ;;lad, B!f §0£4, 
JAetf c.ome bu:t once a !fealt ! 
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AT THS J M.;'JARY fV;Er"BEc,SHIP 
i1EETING , JANUARY 8th, 1982 

ALL ITEHS 3ROUGHT WILL BE FUT ON 
BLOCK FOR AUCTION TO MENBEaSHIP 
ANDS FRIE:JI'S OF THE N~vVRS. 

RULES 

#1 Brin~ your iteMs bAfore the 
meetin~ qnd re~i8tAr with ~lth~r 
Dick Karman or President JerIY 
Tnlbot. 

#2 Do not post prices on the items! 
#3 If you wish to have a minimum 

bin p1nrAn on an it~~, state that 
when you re~istpr. 

#4 An item with a minimum bin ~111 
not be soln for less without the 
owners permission. 

#5 The se1l~r is required to ~on~tp 
10( of total sB1es to the Society 
for expenses. 

#6 No item will be turnp~ down. 



MODEL NO. 

INDEX OF EARLY RCA MODELS 

DESCRIPTION OR CHASSIS NO. 

AA-1400 ••••••••••.•••••.••.••• Detector Amplifier 
AA-1520 ..•.••.••••.•..••••••.• Radio Frequency Amplifier 
AP-9J5 .....•.........•........ Power Amplifier (Uni-Recton) 
AP-9J7 ••.••••..••••••..•.••... "B" Battery Eliminator (Duo-Recton) 
AP-I080 ••..••••••••••••••.•••• "B" E1imina tor 
AR-594 .•..•••.•••.•••••••••••. Radiola 44 
AR-596 .....•....•..•...•..•.•. Radio1a 46 
AR-597 •.••.•..••••..•....•.••. Radio1a 46 D. C. 
AR-598 .•.•••••••••••.•••••.••• Radio1a 66 
AR-742 ......••.•••••••....••.• Victor 7-11 
AR-~44 .................•...... v~ctor 7-26 
AR- 45 ........................ Vlctor 9-16 
AR- 75 ...................•.... Victor 9-54 
AR-775-A ...•.................. Victor 9-56 
AR-77b •.••••••.••••..•.•••..•• Victor 9-lB 
AR-782 ....•••••••••••••.•••.•. Radiola 41 
AR-7B4 ..........•.....••..•••• Radio1a JJ 
AR-BOO ..•..•.....•...•.....••. Radiola II 
AR-804 •.••••••••••...••...••.• Radio1a 24 
AR-805 ....•.•.••••••.••.•••••• Radio1a III 
AR-B06 .........••..•••..•••.•• Radiola III-A 
AR-810 ....••••.•..••.•..•..... Radiola Super VIII 
AR-871 ••••••••••.•••••..••••.. Radiola 41 D. C. 
AR-880 .•.••••••••••••••.•••••• Radiola IV 
AR-885 ....•••....•..•.•...•... Radiola V 
AR-B91 ..•••••••••.•...•.•••... Radio1a IB D. C. 
AR-8q2 •••.•••..•.••••••.•.•... Radiola 62 
AR-894 .••.•••.••.•••.••••••••• Radio1a 64 
AR-B95 .....•••...••...•...••.• Radiola VI 
AR-90J .•••..••.••.•..•..••.•.. Radiola 51 D. C. 
AR-904 •.•.••.•••••••••..••••.• Radio1a 51 
AR-906 ..•.•.••.•••.•...•••••.• Radiola JOA (25 cy.) 
AR-910 ....•..•..........•..... Radiola 50 
AR-912 •••.••...•.••.....•••... Radio1a 30A D. C. 
AR-918 .•........•........•.... Radiola 20 
AR-919 ....••...•.....••••••••• Radiola 25 
AR-920 ....................••.. Radio1a 28 
AR-921 .•••••.•..•••.•.•.•.•... Radiola JO 
AR-q24 ........•............... Radiola 16 
AR-~25 ......• · .•. · •.••..•••••• Radio1a3J2 
AR-926 ..•...•.......•........• Radiola JOA 
AR-927 •••••••.••••••••..•...•. Radio1a 17 
AR-928 ........................ Radiola )2 D. C. 
AR-9J6 ....•.....•..••••.••..•. Radiola 18 
AR-95if, ••••••••••••••••••••••• Radiola 60 
AR-969 .••.•.•••••••.•••••••••• Radiola 2B D. C. 
AR-981 ..•........•..••••••.•.• Radiola 18 D. C. 
AR-982 ......•................. Radiola 62 ' 
AR-I050 •••••••..••.•....•....• Victor 9-25 
AR-1055 ••••••.••••••••.••.••• ·Victor 9-55 



INDEX OF EARLY RCA MODELS - P. 2 

1I10DEL NO. DESCRIPTION OR CHASSIS NO. 

AR-lOS8., ..............•....•. Victor 7-10 
AR-10S9· •••• • ••••.•••..••••••. Victor 7-25 
AR-1145· ••.••.•••••.•...••.••. Short Wave Receiver 
AR-1147 •.•.••.•..•....•••••... Radiola 47 
AR-1168 .•••••••.••.••••••••••• Radio1a 67 
AR-12S8 ................•...... Radiola 21 
AR-1265 .•••....•.•.•..•.••.•.• Radiola 22 
AR-l)OO .•••....••..•..••.•.••. Radio Receiver 
AZ-744 .•.••••.•.•.•....••..... Victor 12-15 
AZ-77J ••••.•.•.••••••.•••••••• Victor 10-69 
AZ-781 ••••••.•• ~ ••..••••..•••• Victor 10-50 
AZ-I071 •.••..•.•..••.••••••••. Victor 10-51 
AZ-I07J .••••••••••.••.•••••••• Vic torlO-70 
AZ-1077 ••••••••••••••••••••••. Victor 12-15 
uz-642 ••••••••.•••••••.••••••• Loudspeaker 106 
UZ-91J •.•.••••.•••.•••.••••.•• Loudspeaker 102 
UZ-914 •.•••••.•.••.••••••••••• Loudspeaker 104 
UZ-1082 ••••••••••••••••••••••• Loudspeaker 105 

.. ~ -.. 
,"UP,"LY 
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COOoIlItOL!> 
ADDftION6.L 
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"NIPPER" TELLS THE WORLD ABOUT RCA 

REtMO 
MOTO~ 

V::'!~;:r~OI'~ 6:;~;~ f __ -=~~:: __ ..... __ .J 

A loudspeaker in his Ihrool, a "m.gic anlenna" in his head, • lot of other gadgets in a U-12S phono-radio, 
enable 40-in.-high ·'Nipper" 10 invifi! custc.,ml!n into !:tor@ for d@mons:traiion when they pat his head. 
Apparatus Includes Sf!; dog (not eue"fi~1) and SB kit. which eompris@s spedal record, "magic" (clIpacity 
ac:tuated) switch, thermal rel"v. auxiliary relay which gives th~rmal relay a chance to cool off between 

customer$. Kit can also be used to li9ht up windows, signs. etco. when folks approach. 

RADIO-CRAFT for MARCH. 1939 
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Tubes And Volume Controls 

In a recent survey we found that the two 
most common causes for failure of regular 
manuf~ctured broadcast receivers resulted 
from faulty tubes and faulty volume controls. 
The failure of tubes is something with which 
most of us are familiar and it is not as a 
rule a difficult job to replace them. The fail­
ure of volume controls, however, is something 
entirely different. 

In spite of the efforts of the Radio Manu­
facturers Association to induce the manufactu­
ers to use standardized devices, at least in 
their physical dimensions, volume controls 
remain varied. It is almost impossible for the 
serviceman to carry a stock of volume controls 
suitable for replacement purposes and as a 
rule it is neccessary for him to take the rec­
eiver apart, in order to find the size of the 
volume control and to find its rated resist­
ance value. 

We believe that a chart indicating the type 
of control used in most of the important rec­
eivers and distributed generously to service 
men throughout the country would produce a 
very great deal of business for the volume 
control manufacturers and would, produce good 
will and while at the same time, relieve a . 
great many radio users of the inconvenience of 
having a receiver completely out of operation 
because of the failure of one of those small 
devices. 

Ilflll 
From Radio NevIS Magazine for July, 1930. 
Pa,ge 77. 
Contributed by Art Redman. 



MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER MEETING CONTINUED: 

moved and Jim Mason seconded that the swap 
meet be held on May 14. The motion passed. 
Don Iverson offered a nice loop antenna as 
an adjunct to the club radio project. It was 
moved, seconded and passed that the club 
accept this as a gift with thanks to Don. Art 
Redman suggested that we try to get speakers 
occasionally to stimulate interest in our 
meetings. Bill De Vey moved that we hold 
an impromptu auction at our meeting of Jan­
uary 8th. Jerry Talbott seconded and the 
motion passed. Dick Karman and Jerry Talbott 
are slated as auctioneers. Show 'n tell for 
January will be pre-war foreign radios. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:10 A.M. to 
continue with our Christmas party. 

Hugh Ranken, 
Secretary 

As I turn over the editor's chair to Dick 
Karman, I wish to express ~y deep appreciation 
and thanks to all the members who so ably assis­
ted in the production of the CALL LETTER for the 
past t~o years .. 1 ~specially thank Doug Eggert 
for dOlng the prlntlng, contributors Tom James, 
Hugh Ranken, Art Redman, Dick Karman, Don Iver­
son, and others who contFibuted items. I hope 
the new editor will continue to receive the same 
support. 

Jim Ma.son 
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"LISTEN KID, ALL VIDEO STORES ARE NOT ALIKE" 

MOVIES, MACHINES and THOUSANDS OF MEMORIES 

The Store 
of 

"Show Business Collectibles" 
Video Movies • Video Equipment 
ladlo Shows. Soundtrack AJbums 

looks and Magazines 
Movl.Post .... 

Movl. And T.I.vlslon Stilla 
Frames and Lighting 

Vlntag. Games and Toy. 
Show lullne .. Collectibles 

OPEN "·7 CLOSED SUNDAYS 

~ 8665 tANVON ~OAD.j;. ,,~ 292-5506 ~ 

/0 



Old Time .Radio 
CABINET WORK IS IMPORTANT 

78 Operations, With Like Number of 
Inspections, Made by Manufacturer 

A staff of explorers and specially trained 
buyers of mahogany continually plod through the 
dense, steaming jungles of Central America and 

. Mexico, in search of genuine mahogany that meets 
the rigid tests and the high specifications for 
certain radio cabinets. 

Little does the average person know of the 
perilous adventures and difficulties encountered 
in securing the genuine mahogany, lugging it to 
the coast, where it must be kept in fresh water 
till the ship in which it is to be carried ar­
rives. This is to avoid the teredo worm, scourge 
of tropical seas, which attacks all wood, honey­
combs it and makes it worthless. 

For the exacting manufacturer, the mahogany 
must come from Central America or Mexico, as it 
is conceded to be the only true mahogany aside 
from that on the Gold Coast of Africa. African 
mahogany is not especially adapted to radio cab­
inets. 

Seventy-eight operations, with as many in­
spections, are required to convert the rough 
mahogany logs into satin finished radio cabinets. ,~ 
according the Atwater Kent company of Philadelphia. ;:" 
This firm uses an average of 20,000 feet of mahog- ~ 
any a day, approximately four feet to a cabinet. ~ 

<:) 

The process of converting the mahogany DOgS ~ 
into cabinets, in' the Atwater Kent daylight fact- ~ 
ory, may be separated into three divisions: The f PYr' :'t 
wood itself, the construction of the cabinet and 
the finishing of the cabinet. After the logs ar­
rive in the United States they are cut into boards 
and exposed to the atmosphere. When the mahogany 
boards are first placed in the open they are al­
most white, but the action of the elements tUrns 

11 



them to a light, salmon-pink shading, sometimes 
to a brown, then to a mellow mahogany tone. 
After the boards are cut they are automatically 
planed, tongued and grooved. High speed mach­
ines drill holes; others round the edges of the 
cabinets. Large, endless sand belts speed pro­
duction and make the cabinets smooth as glass. 
In assembling the cabinet special care is taken 
to make the joints tight by dovetailing instead 
of nailing together. 

After the cabinet is assembled, it must be 
water stained, lacquered, rubbed, lacquered and 
rubbed again until the highest smooth piano fin­
ish is obtained. The special preparations of the 
Atwater Kent company enable them to bring the fu13 
mellowness of the mahogany to the surii"ace and fin­
ish the cabinet in such a manner that it gives thE 
same effect as if plate glass were placed over thE 
cabinet to accentuate its beauty. 

12. 

From the Radio Section of THE PORTLAND 
'I'ELEGRAM, January 2J, 1926 



@tJ! ______________________ 1.J. 
by 

JAiA w.J.1 be tAe 1aAt OLe! 01 tAe .-1f'..l1/1on, Olld 9 beLi.eve 
you'd .-1a!f a f.a.i..;t acc.urnu.1ai.i.n 0 I old J7..CLdio.-1 Olld Jtelai.ed 
memoJtabLia (nJt Olly .-1eaA.on. LetA Aope 1983 w.J.1 be M 

f!w.dhf-! 
JeA!L!f Ja1boli: 1931t R (A 7?28BII, UIUUlllal iJJmbJJ.hJne will 
caA.e gcUn:ted and -1ilaped Like 'W.i..n91-" c..UJ.attei.:te pack. II 
191to '/A.iko 110-135 dome .-1Aaped.Job wi£h.pu...-iA bui1.oM, 
one ot wh.ich. WM ~Jt JV .-10u..nd.. JUAeJt J-/fJ 80 1955 wood 
cMed J(lJ i:n.neJl.. Novei.f:1f (AcUllp".i...on .-1pcvr.k pLuf) J7..CLdio, a 
.-10/1.:1:.. 01 "Ai;;h.-teM.i...on" job ! 'N.i.ce dull :J~. 
Bob [ampbell: II JAa.nk.-1gjY.i..nf} !JinneJt menu.. hJt :the 01J.­
.i.ceJt.-1 01 tAe Laf-ayei.:te 'Radi.o 5tai:.-Wn. JAe dcd..e, 191'8, 
tAe menu.. WM p'Jtinted in Pu!!z.ce. ( !JOM Ollyone kn£Jw :t..6..e 
Loccd...i...on 01- I.h.e Laf-ayette 5tcd...i...on ?) 9nteJt€/J.linf} bd 01-
Jtadio coli'ecta.6LM. 

Cd ClwunOll: [JtO.-1iey RJL-90 with.. cone l1fJ.eakeJt. AmeJt-
.i.can Bo.-1cA 510 iJJmbJJ.hJne, no otAeJt detaili. II coupLe 01-
f}Ood deJTl/l iJJ pLm,; will. 

!Jon 9veJt.-1on: 03-cvr.ka tabLe Jtadio will 5 f11Yod '01-11.-1 • 
5teinde A.[. Mdi.o will 199.-1 ,c..iA.ca 1927, with.. built in 
.-1p'eofleJt. ( 5 eY <VUJ1 compOlliM U.-1ed 199.-1 in an 11 C Jtad.-W 
dJ..onf) about tAiA .-1ame :Li.me, Z enitA WM anotAeJt ) !jood 
deJTl/l !Jon. 
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FOR SALE 

WANTED 

WANTED 

WANTED 

WANTED 

WANTED 

lit; 

3WRP 3t1QP 
Grebe Synchrophase parts. 

Art Redman, (503) 774-9913. 

Philco model 20 cathedral case. 

Joe Tompkins, 362-8071. 

Old military radio gear, espec­
ially ARC 5's and modulator. 
Old tubes for sale. Don Iver­
son, 286-1144. 

10" to 16" color TV, not working, 

preferably with good CRT. Dan 
Wills, 667-9454. 

lVIagnavox console with A1VI and 
short wave, two speakers, around 
1948. John Turck, 292-3607. 

Plug-in coils- National AGS re­

ceiver & National 1-10 regener­
ative HF receiver. R. C. Camp­
bell, 2175 SE Pine, Hillsboro, OR 

97123· 648-7331. 


