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The CALL LETTER is published monthly
as the only official publication of the
Northwest vintage Radio Society which is a
non-profit historical society incorporated
in the state of Oregon. The Call Letter is
avallable only as part of the NWVRS member-
ship. NWVRS is not responsible for any
= buying and selling transactions incurred,
& or for any other use of the contents of

this publication.
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The Presidenf's Page

I recelived the following letter from the
Director of the Forestry Center in response to
the thank you letter that I wrote on the
Society's behalf:

Dearx Mr. Howard:

The World Forestry Center was delighted to have
been the site for the showing of vintage radios.
We thank you for the cooperation and assistance
so generously provided by the Northwest Vintage
Radio Society for the "Memories in Wood"
display.

Certainly, the show had a significant
educational impact. It spoke about the
development of commercial radio and it imbued
visitors with an appreciation for the
instruments that brought radio into our homes.

11
[we thank you and the Society for allowing the

World Forestry Center to be a part of this
successful, educatlional display.

[Sincerely,

(John L. Blackwell
[ Executlive Director

I hope to see many of you at the swap meet
‘this month. From my discussions with collectors
in Seattle, I expect that several of them will
» be coming down.

See‘ﬁzf soon,
g%ﬁk/




The Opportunist?

Gnats are in the varnish--
There's sand mark in the grain--
And you can see the shading
Where he goofed the color stain.
And he'll put it on the block
When the Swap-meet comes again.

The crystal in the holder
Is a broken hunk of glass ;
But what the Heck's 1t matter,
The green coil shows the class !
And he'll sell it for a bundle
When the Swap-meet comes to pass.

The cone of the Peerless speaker
Is faulty, here and there,
But Scotch tape on the rips
Will make it medium rare !
Should bring a pretty penny
At a Swap-meet anyWhere.

He says it's not important
If the chassis is rusted black,
As long as the model number
Is emblazoned on the back !
Somcone will surcly grab ‘'er
At the Swap-meet, that's a fact.

When you read these verses o'er
And try to figure who
Could be the culprit anyway,
With such a callous view---
I'11l bet high, at our Swap-meet,
It won't be me! or you ?
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DOUG DAVEE

1931 General Electric K-82 Grandfather Clock/
Radio, Top of the line & rare!

JIM MASON
1928 Bremmer Tully Counterphase AC table set.
1936 Zenith 5S-127 Ebony Case Tombstone.
Humidor Crystal set. Jewell Crystal set.
1950 Pye multiband Canadian table radio.
Universal 1-Tube battery set in Octagon case.
1960 Philco Safari AC-DC-BATT-PORT. TV.

JERRY TALBOTT
1920's Microphones: Universal model E (two
tube overhead style), Universal model X
(ring & button).

A.K. Detector unit.
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NWVRS Meeting Minutes

NWVRS MEETING APRIL 9, 1988 was called to order at
11:15 AaM by Vice Preslident C.E. Clutter.

The TREASURER'S REPORT was given and accepted with
a current balance of $1402.25.

Among the Guests welcomed today was a reporter
from the Oregonian newspaper researching material
for a future article on our club.

GOOD AND WELFARE: We were all glad to hear from
Larry Callahan today and that he's recovering well
from surgery.

OLD BUSINESS: The coffee and doughnut concession
is still available to volunteers. Treasurer Ed
Charman announced that hard-cover copies of
"Radios-The Golden Age" had arrived and that
paperbacks were on back order.

NEW BUSINESS: Jerry Talbott met with Jon Fessler
at the KVIX (AM-1290) studios and discovered a
possible site for future club gatherings. The

club voted on purchasing a three volume series
about radlo manufacturers of the 1920's. The
feature of June's meeting will be a display of

the oldest items from members collections.
Beginning in September meetings will begin an

hour earlier at 10:00.

APRIL CONTEST RESULTS:
AC sets 1927 to 1933

Superhetrodyne:

13t - 1931 Ecophone &0 Jim Mason
2nd - 1933 Colonial 400 C.E. Clutter
3rxrd - 1931 Philco 70B Ray Nelson
T.R.F.:

1st - 1928 Pierce Airo (Dewald) Ray Nelson
2nd - 1929 Crosley C.E. Clutter
3xrd - 1927 Atwater Kent 36 C.E. Clutter

LEADS AND NEEDS were given.

The meeting adjourned at 11:490.
Norris wW.//Jackson,
Secretary
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JA MAC PRODUCTS

SPEAKER RECONING ALL MAKES

8600 NE Sandy Bivd
Portiand,Or 97220

503-252-2929

‘WELCOME

kkkkkk%* NWVRS WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS ***XxX%kXxxX

Mr. Max Kaplan
Mr. Gerard F. Moseley
Mr. Gerhard K. Watzig

EDI TORIAL

Ray Nelson is recovering well from an
unexpected appendectomy. We all wish him
a speedy recovery.

Passible consolidation of the Horn of
Plenty & Call Letter is again being con-
sidered. Bultk Mail would allow us to send
as much as we can afford to print, for
less postage per copy. Currently, the
Horn of Plenty and Call Letter are the
only known monthly antique radic pub-
lications in the west.




Radio Notes

Radio Looses Again
In it’s loosing battle against death radio looses again.

Clarence Hartzel

Best remembered for the part of Uncle Fletcher in the show
Vic and Sade, Hartzel also played Ben Withers on Lum and
Abner, Cottonseed on The Road to Danger, and Mr. Watt on
Those Websters. Mr. Hartzel died March 5th.

Helen Wood

If youlistened to Radioin the thirties and forties you probab-
ly heard Helen Wood and didn’t know it. She played many
parts on Lux Radio Theater. Helen recently dies at the age of
seventy.

Wendle Noble

Mr. Noble was heard on radio with character actors like Lou
Merrill, and June Foray. His credits include Smilin" Ed’s
Buster Brown Gang, and he was Steve Allen’s announcer on
Smile Time. He died February 10th. His wife resides in Se-
quim, Washington.

Milton Arthur Caniff

Milton Caniff originated the characters of the radio show
Terry and the Pirates in his comic strip of the same name.
Many may recognize him as the author of Steve Canyon which
can still be seen in newspapers today. Terry and The Pirates
came toradio November 1st, 1937 written by Albert Barker and
closely followed the strips penned by Caniff. Mr. Caniff died
April 3rd, 1988 at the age of 81.

Radio Notes is provided courtesy of S.P.ER.D.V.A.C,, the
Society to Preserve and enjoy Radio Drama, Variety, And
Comedy, 443 AppleTree Ct. Camarillo, California 93010.
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Radio Waves and sheds a tear
By Dick Karman

A great man in radio died last month. Though we knew him as Fibber
McGee, his name was Jim Jordan. Born a Peoria, Illinois farm boy in 1896,
James married his childhood sweetheart, Marian Driscoll (Molly), in 1918.

Remembered for their place in the history of radio, the Jordans began in
vaudeville making $35 a week. Fibber seldom let anyone forget that he
"and Fred Nitney had a vaudeville act in Peoria”. After the birth of their
daughter Kathryn, Jim and Marian took the act on the road. When Jim Jr.
was born Marian’s job as mother slowed the show biz progress. In 1924, as
the singing team the O’"Henry Twins, the Jordans fist appeared on radio.

To quote author and Old Time Radio aficionado, John Dunning, "By
1927, they had begun to carve out a niche for themselves in radio. Never
again, as long as radio was alive and well, would they find themselves
without work."

Singing as the O’Henry Twins, comedy as The Air Scouts, acting as a Ma
and Pa grocery team in Smackouts, were all behind them when Johnson’s
Wax picked them up. During high peaks like April 1941, Fibber McGee and
Molly topped the popularity rating above even Jack Benny. There were low
times, too. During the war years Bill Thompson joined the Navy, Gale Gor-
don went into the Coast Guard, and Hal Peary, believed to be one of the
first spin-off shows, left Wistful Vista for his own show in Summerville.
Seven voices left during these years. Some of them were sorely missed.

The McGee show had humor with or without voices. "Molly" played at
least two parts and Fibber didn’t need anyone to talk to. There were several
parts played on the show that required no actors at all: Myrt, the telephone
operator; Molly’s Uncle Dennis, regularly referred to, but seldom seen
(heard regularly for only 1 season); Fred Nitney, heard from in letters; and
Sweetie Face, Mrs Wallace Wimple. The running gags were too numerous
to mention (McGee’s closet, etc.).

The Fibber McGee and Molly show was last heard in 1957. The Jordans
continued to do guest spots on radio well into 1959. It’s difficult to know
how many more miles they might have gone together had it not been for
Marian’s failing health and untimely death in April, 1961. In that same
month 27 years later Jim went to join his Leading Lady.



SWAP SHAP

CONSOLIDATED ADS NWVRS PSARA

WAN I E D************************

Pre-WWII European-made radios, tubes, tube manual
etc. Pre-wWII Japanese phonograph records
(discs), early shortwave sets (no homebrews).
Max Kaplan 206-851-4187 W7/INB
14902 84th Ave.Ct.Nw Glg Harbor, wash. 98335

Crystal Set manufactured in Portland. Top Price
Paid. Jim Mason 503-644-2343
90 NW 150th Ave. Beaverton, Oregon 97006

Rider Volumes 21, 22, 23
Jerry Brannon 206-854-4234
22324 100th Ave. SE, Kent, Washington 98031

General Electric Speaker for model K-82 or K-62,
westinghouse WR-15, Graybar GB-9, RCA R-11.
bouglas E. Davee 503-752-1648.

708 SW l16th ST. Corvallis, Oregon 97333
Coin-operated hotel radios or Junker sets for

parts, speaker for Dahlberqg pillow radio,

cabinets for Aeriola Senior and for Amp.

Arvin and Silvertone metal radios, Brass

Nameplate for Wireless Speclalty Aparatus Co.

Model IP501A and Nameplate for triple detect.

Dan Howard 503-761-7799.

2940 SE 118th Portland, Oregon 97266
01ld military radios & related item, esp. WWII &

foreign. 01ld forest service and aircraft

communication equlipment, manuals, literature
etc. Foreign Tube Directories.

Hugh Miller 206-487-3047, mornings.

6400 Maltby R4 Woodinville, wWashington 98072
Blue 01lAs. Grille cloth for Philco 60 cathedral,
Antenna coll/tap swltch for AK 10C breadboard,
1916-1950s Radio Retailing & similar magazins
to buy or borrow. 7" console television sets.
1948 Emerson 10" TV chassis with channel one.
Sony owners manuals for TC-666B & TC-580
reel to reel recorders & remote for TC-666B.
Philco Mantel clock/radio, Radios with clock
Catalin radios & literature, colored plastic
& colored leatherette & art deco Radios.

Ken Korhonen 206-932-9363. 4022 41st

Ave. SW, Seattle, Washington 98116
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_ELECTRONIC_ SURPLUS

6111 S.E. 82 NO AVE.

OPEN: (0:00AM. TO 6:00 PM.
TUESDAY — SATURDAY

RADIO, TELEPHONE , TEST GEAR,
COMPONENTS , TUBES, X~FORMERS

1920-1925-]930-1938
G86H086!-5461-0L6!

TRADE—SALE—CONSIGNMENT

BOB LEE BUS.(503) 774-6560

CONSOLIDATED NWVRS / PSARA ADS

F Dn S AL E*************t*****t**

National FB7 with 5 sets of coils & matching
National power supply $175, Ecophone S3
cathedral (Riders 1-1) very good $100.

Jim Barrows 206-337-4880. W7BCT
15121 41st Ave. SE Bothell, Washington 98032

REK-0~KUT Rondyne Junlor, S-arm, wood base $20.
Spark transformer in small oak case-old $35.
Emerson 558 pocket portable with good batteries,
offer or trade. International Cadet Jr. pocket
radio, offer or trade. (both in Flick-0-Swltch).
Roberts 770A stereo recorder $35. Saba Lindau
small German wood AM-FM-SW $20.

Max Kaplan 206-851-4187. W7INB
14902 84th Ave.Ct.NW Gig Harbor, wWash. 98335

Muntz 16'' TV table model, good round CRT $25

or trade. Jerry Talbott 503-649-6717.

1440 SW 239th Hillsboro, Oregon 503-649-6717 J!
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