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The Northwest Vintage Radio society is a 
non-profit historical society incorporated in 
the state of Oregon. Since 1974 NWVRS has 
been dedicated to the preservation and restor­
ation of Antique Radio & Wireless apparatus. 

The Northwest Vlntaqe Radio Society meets 
at the Buena Vista Club House (Atkinson Park) 
16th & Jackson street,Oregon City, Oreqon. 
(Note: take Washington st. to 15th, up 15th 
hill to Jackson, turn left to 16th). 

Heetings are held at 10:00 AM on the Second 
Saturday of each month except for summer vac­
ation in July and August. The meetings are an 
opportunity to exchange information and advice. 

Annual Dues: 
Reqular Hembership ..•.•..•. $15-­
Associate Membership •.•...• $12-­

Renewals are due on January First 

******** 1989 NWVRS OFFICERS & STAFF ******** 
PRESIDENT •......•• DAN HOWARD •.•.• 503-761-7799 
VICE PRESIDENT •.•. DOUG DAVEE ..•.• 503-752-1648 
TREASURER •.•..•.•. ED CHARMAN ..... 503-654-7387 
SECRETARY ......•.. NORRIS JACKSON.503-642-5625 

********** NWVRS HAILING ADDRESSES ********** 

Membership Applications & Renewals: 
Northwest Vintage Radio Society 
P.o. Box 82379 ~ 
Portland, Oregon 97282-0379 _ 

All Newsletter Business/Information: 
Call Letter 
4041 NE Wistaria Drive 

~ortland' Oreqon 97212-2963 
, .... ~ 
~~\ '(..) 
,oV~ •• a: 
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"NO HOW •••••• THE TOM J"HES~_ 

ATNOSPHERICA 
...-; ...... Byjf ..... 

Jhe JonaA SeX 

/lave ffOU eveJt hea/td the :tale; 
? Cl/tt!-!f funn-ff, . w.LeJtd, and /J.ad, 

IIbout tha:t ~ /fJr:J:e/J.:Uc, 
Jh.a:t the Jacob '/J. farni.1ff had? 

!h CaJT/e the :t.it.Udeeni:.A, ]Jt.i.d.a!f.j 
~ On 5 undaff theff 9£L:tAeJted '/tOund 
Jo Aea/t theiA /avoJtile /J.eJtvue 

]/tOm a /J.:ta:tWn :tAeJte .Ln :towno 

IIJ~ :tAeff hea/td waA a /tOwliJU)r 
Jhe /J.:ta:t.Lc., a tea/tpd di.Jlo 

JheJte WaAn ':t a -1.:ta:t.Lon fJO.Lnff 
J Aa:t co uld dAi.v e a /J.-Lffnal .in! 

lind ffeX-- when cluuz.c.A WaA OVeA.-­
JJtom :two IumdAed mi..lM aJJJaff, 

!Iou could hea/t the ~3-3;-6and pkff-Lnff 
J/tOm Spokane '/J. K y II 0 

Jhe tA-Lnff WaA :tempV1.aJT/en:tal, 
lind had thai ev J rpi.Ak-­

WheneveA. theff wan:ted a PJto~n 
!)t alwaff/J. -1.eemed :to .1Ju.Ako 

?apa JteacAed .Ln:to :tAe back 
Jo a_~t a :tube, when 800m! 

/I e pund ~e1t a-/J.dJ:.in' 
IIc.JtO/J./J. :tAe l.LV.Lnff /tOom/ 

( con:t.Lnued on paffe 6) 



Radio Waves at the Experimenter 
By Dick Karman 

Transformer on Pulsating Current 
Question: Can you use a one-half K.W. transformer-coil and 

Gernsback electrolytic interrupter to good advantage on a 
pulsating current, due to the irregular speed of the generator, 
with a maximum of 110 volts? 

Answer: You should have no trouble in operating your one-
half K.W. transformer-coil with this interrupter on the 

pulsating current. A little patience in adjusting the interrupter 
will possibly be required before obtaining the maximum 
results. The current obtained at the secondary terminals will 
be alternating. If the transformer is built efficiently, it can be 
operated directly by the pulsating current without the use of 
the interrupter. In the latter case a suitable resistance or im­
pedance should be inserted in the primary circuit for 
controlling the amount of current consumed. 

This tidbit was extracted from the The Electrical Experimenter 
of November 1916. The page number was 512, and the question 
was asked by Roland Stroup of Oklahoma. This is the earliest 
magazine that this writer owns and it continues to be one of the 
most enjoyable. 

The Electrical Experimenter boasted the largest circulation of 
any electrical publication of it's time. The subscription rate was 
changing from $1 per year to $1.50 per year and Mr. Gernsback 
himself was the president of the publishing company. 

Some of us may not know what an interrupter is. In re­
searching it the question is a simple one. I knew them, in the 
thirties to be called vibrators: or motor driven devices made to 
change direct current to alternating. I ~ '----___ ----Ij 



l 

(lIiJno~pltvr...Lca, con~ pwm pafje it ) 

JAeJA ~on 1Ll~ Ael..p.iAIJ l7UlJTLa 
iYlove f:wtni...iuAe 7 IWWld one da.!h 

Ij) Aen tAai. 'fteav if rna IUtvr.. to p'pled 
lind blWke !U.A /-oot, iJieif ~atj1 

'Papa 2.a£.Ob~ !tad !tad eno~, 
lind Ae told Au fmrUlif ~o. 

JAvr..e lLlaJi no doubt aiJou:t d, 
. "Old iYlaj" would kYe to !jill 

If e ~ e d to !U.A h.i.Aed Aand--
(JAe ioM made the oldboif w.i.J?c.e) 

lind that dad-ffW.""Led old /ter:..UVeA. 

If aJi p~€d pvr..ter:..t ev vr.. ~.i.J?c.e! 

t!OFT1!W~ST 

UV1t!T AG~ "FADiO 
SOC1~TY 

Location: Buena Vista Club House 
16th and lackson 
Oregon City, Oregon 

When : Saturday, march 11, 1989 
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W 
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E 
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from 8:30 R.m. to noon. note: The 
Swap meet will be in terrupted by 

~==:x==~=a=b~r=ie=f=b~u=si=n~escs=m=e~e=ll='n=g~.==~==~==x:~~ 



THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA 
T U C SON, A R I Z 0 N A 85121 

DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY 
BUILDING lO 
( .. 21 62'-2l&S 

M. A. Kaplan 
Puget Sound Antique Radio Associatioo 
14902 - 84th Avenue Ct. NW 
Gig Harbor, WA 98335 

Dear Mr. Kaplan: 

January 12, 1989 

I am presently seeking information for a book I am writing on the history of the 
portable radio. Perhaps it might be possible to place a request for information in 
your (Xlblication, as follows: 

Information Needed 

As you may know, after the Second World War, Sylvania and Raytheon 
attempted to promote their subminiature tubes for use in tiny pocket 
portables. I am seeking information about any such sets that were 
actually made and sold to the publiC, especially in the late forties. 
Also, I would like to know of persons who have actual sets that contain 
subminiature tubes-pocket portable or otherwise (such as the Ekeradio, 
Privat-Ear, Crosley JM-8, and Hastings FM, Jr.-all from the fifties). 

So, far my research indicates that few or none of the major radio 
makers bullt tiny personal portables with subminiature tubes. I am 
eager to hear from people who worked in these companies who might 
know why they decided against making such radios. 

Thank you very much for your help. 

Sincerely, 

//~~d 
Michael B. Schiffer 
Professor 

MBSjds 



P S A R A MEETING MINUTES 
Seattle, Washington 

Sunday February 19, 1989 

The Business Meeting was attended by thirty members plus six guests: 
Mr. R.M.Gray of Renton, Mr. V.Vogt of Seattle, Mr. C.Wallace of Seattle, 
Mr. K.Lamond of Auburn, Mr. P.Ivester and Mr. E.Beetz both of Seattle. 

OLD BUSINESS: The membership voted to have the constitutional by­
laws reviewed and ammended where necessary. A committee of three: 
Jerry Brannon, Lee Ray & Bert Whitaker, was established for this purpose. 

NEW BUSINESS: The times for the March Auction were established as 
follows: The Silent Auction begins at 11:00 AM and bidding ends at 11:45 
AM. The Oral Auction begins at 12:30 PM. A minimum value of $1 per item 
was agreed upon. 

John Schneider motioned that any moneys realized from any auctioned 
museum property be used toward the purchase of a lockable, secure library 
cabinet, voted in by present members. Several ideas were advanced as to 
what type of material should be admitted to the museum. Members voted 
to screen incoming museum material to decide what should be admitted. 
A committee was established to screen present museum rna terial and ready 
excess material for auction. 

MEETING ADJOURNED. 

Max A. Kaplan, 
Secretary PSARA 

'WELCOME 
P S A R A WELCOHES NEW HEHBER 

Ken Lamond 
1902 R st. NE 
Auburn, Washington 98002 



PSARA ANNOUNCEMENTS 

1 THE RCA CATACOMB REPRINT: The following members'copies 
are in and should be picked up from Art Corbus, $2.90 each. Dick Mueller, 
Ron Sallabedra, Bobby Korpi, Lee Egnew, Lauren Countryman, Greg Izzi 
and Bill Dyment. 

2. CL VB liBRARY BOOKS FOR TRADE: Lee Williams announces the 
following material as excess and up fur trade: Radio Riders, Vol. VI one 
each, Vol. VII three each, Vol. VIII three each, Vol. IV two each, Vol. X two 
each. At the same time the library is .shm:1 on Vols. 
XIV XV,XVU,XX,XXIXXII & XXIII. In addition: Rider, Vols. I-V Abridged 
and Video Tapes: ''THE RADIO COLLECTOR" still are missing - please 
return as soon as possible. Contact Lee directly for any action on above 
items. 

3. Lee Williams, Museum Curator, announces that a general clean-up 
of the museum is in progress. Many items that do not fall into a 1920-1930s 
RADIO category will be culled out for auction. If you have an item(s) in the 
museum that you wish to keep, inform Lee of this as soon as possible. Lee's 
phone is 206-481-9415. Lee says it would help greatly, if you would tag your 
museum items with your name. Any future items for the museum will be 
screened; please-do not place any items into the museum without letting 
Lee know about it. 

PSARA Coming Events 
Shoreline Museum seattle washington 

March 19, 1989 
11:00 AH Swap Meet & Annual PSARA Auction begins 

with the Silent Auction bidding. 
11:45 AH Silent Auction bidding ends. 
12:30 PM Oral Auction, Auctioneer John Aikin 

April 16, 1989 
11:00 AM Swap Meet 
1:00 PM Business Meeting 

Presentation: open 
Show & Tell: open. 

For additional PSARA information contact: ~ 
Max Kaplan 206-851-4187 ~~ 
14902 84th Ave. ct. NW. 
Gig Harbor, Washington 98335 
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PUGET SOUND 
ANTIBUE RADIO 

"ASSOCIATION 

AUCTION 13 

C 
ShoreIiae M_ ~ 
N. 175th " LiDdea Ave. 

~ w~~u[. OR 0.. ~TII 
_. wn OF .. TIU'UATl S. EXIT .17'" ~ 

SUBY, March 19, 1SSS I 
11:00 AM. SiIe.1 Aacliol 

. 12:30 P.M Oral Auctioa . 
• ------------
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Auction 
11:00 AM 
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;.11 ~,j }In,r f< v:..;, l' t,' :...1 ~ 
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8:30 AM 
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__ 

RADIO 
SALE 
HE PAIH III 
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(/JIJ! (acquisitions) 

Douglas DaVee 
192. Ware model TV Reflex Neutrodyne 

using three 199 tubes in a Gramophone 
style console. 

Gerhard Watzig 
Bendix 55L2U Radio in fine condItion. 

Jerry Talbott 
1935 Fada 170 console, original shippIng 
carton. 

1938 ZenIth 155372 15 tube motor drive 
console. 

1949 Meui-Lei Radio hat novelty set 
Ken Korhonen 

Emerson cataiin 
Hugh Hiller 

1938 Radio Berlin, 16mm Film 
U.K. Army Wireless set .38 
1944 Klelnfunk-d 
1934 Knight 1 tube all wave 

John Hir:sch 
Philco 37-610 
Westrad Tombstone 

John Schneider: 
Philco 37-610 

Walt Kiefner 
Radiola III, Hint 
Utah 50 Wire Recorder 
1961 Motor:ola Astronaut TV 

Max Kaplan 
TWO good WD-11 for: 25c each! 
Crosley 51 Portable 
1929 Phillips (Dutch) 

Edwin Buhite 
Bell & Howell auxillar:y speaker: 
Newcoab TR16 



N W V R S MEETING MINUTES 
Oregon City, Oregon February II, 1989 

The February II, 1989 meeting of the NWVRS was called to order atlO: 14 
AM by President Dan Howard. The TREASlIRER'S REPORT was given 
and accepted with a current balance of $1950.24. Members were reminded, 
if they have not already, to submit dues for 1989. Welcomed visitors to 
todays meeting were Roy Lyons of Mollala and David Spear, Mayor of 
Oregon City. 

OLD BUSINESS: A motion was made to require Call Letter advertisers 
to be members of the NWVRS or PSARA. Motion Carried. Another motion 
was raised that would allow the board of directors to establish Call Letter 
advertising rates. Motion passed. Edwin Buhite expressed his appreciation 
for the help he received on this months Call Letter. Edwin would like to 
receive additional items (including photographs) from members to add to 
future Call Letters. Ed Charman announced that the fee for NWVRS busi­
ness cards would be $45 per 1000. Most members feel the club should 
explore other services for possibly a better rate. The Callahan estate will be 
up for sale to club members at the end of March. Mrs. Callahan is seeking 
another collector to provide an additional evaluation of the collection. A 
motion was made and passed to authorize payment to Jerry Talbott to pur­
chase a book from the Chamber of Commerce. The book will assist Jerry in 
researching additional meeting places for the NWVRS. 

NEW BUSINESS: The March swap meet will begin at 8:30 AM and will 
be interrupted by the club business meeting. David Spear, Mayor of Oregon 
City announced that a gas furnace will be installed in the club house. A mo­
tion was made and passed to combine NWVRS and PSARA club rosters. A 
motion was made to make long-time Call Letter advertiser JA MAC an 
honorary NWVRS member. Motion Carried. Members were reminded of 
the PSARA club meeting next week (Sunday Feb. 18). 

LEADS AND NEEDS: Were given & the meeting adjourned at 11:10 am 

Feb. Display Contest Results 
PACIFIC NW RADIO COMPANIES 

1st: Dick and Dan Howard 
2nd: Jim Mason 
3rd: Doug Davee 

~~ 
Norris W. Jackson, 
NWVRS Secretary 



SWAP SHElP 
WAN T E D*********************** 
Atwater Kent Breadboard Radios - also parts 

Jerry Madsen 612-926-7775 
4624 west Woodland Road Edina, Hinn. 55424 

Knight kit K-100 Walkie-Talkie pair, 
Colonial Hew World Radio 
Gerhard Watzig 503-282-1195 
4221 N.E. 75th Ave. portland, Oregon 97218 

Chassis for Philco 84 
Matt Thornton 206-284-4624 
4201 W.Bertona st. Seattle, Washington 98199 

Grandfather Clock Radios & cathedral Radios 
Lee Williams 206-481-9415 
2015B 228th SE Bothell, Washington 98021 

cabinet for Charlie Mccarthy (Majestic) Radio 
cabinet for Stewart Warner 305. 
John Keene 206-734-2888 
2312 B street Bellingham, Washington 98225 

Chassis for Sparton 616 Tombstone 
Walt Kiefner 206-524-1388 
6233 51st HE Seattle, Washington 98115 

HI-FI Speakers: high quality, 
MacIntosh 50 W-2 Amps. 
steve VonTalge 206-783-2543 or 206-527-2829 
333 HW 74th st. Seattle, Washington 98117 

stevens Trusonic speakers IS". 
Grunow 801A Radio (or cabinet only). 
Darrell Forsberg 206-363-0754 
12209 First Ave NW seattle, washington 98177 

Speaker for Grebe Synchrophase 
Frank Banks 206-941-2965 
28232 27th Ave S Federal way, Wash. 98003 

cathedral cabinet for Philco 90. 
Grandfather Clock Radios. 
Art Corbus 206-783-6151 
5704 11th Ave. NW Seattle, Washington 98107 

Pilot brand tubes and parts 
Dan Howard 503-761-7799 
2940 SE 118th Ave. Portland, Oregon 97266 

~»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»» 



WAN T E D*********************** 
zeniths: Royal 2000, Super VIII, 15-U-213. 

Scott 333 Tuner, Brunswick Panatropes. Grebe: 
CR- series & Four letter series wireless and 
AC sets. Bell & Howell 1",3" or 4" Lens for 
Filmosound 16mm Projector Models 156 to 399., 
accessories, speakers, amps & parts for same. 
Riders: 21, 22, 23. Edwin Buhlte 503-288-9127 
4041 NE Wistaria Dr. portland, Oregon 97212 

Military Radio eqUipment of WWII and earlier, 
especially German, Japanese and Italian. 
Forest Service, Aircraft, other portable and 
mobile communications equipment before 1945. 
Manuals & almost any paper relating to above. 
ALSO: simple regenerative shortwave kit 
Radios: Philmore, Knight, Revell etc. 
Hugh Hiller 206-487-3047 Mornings & Weekends 
6400 Maltby Rd.Woodinville, Washington 98072 

RCA 621 7" TV Set circa 1946, Sparton and other 
Mlrror-in-the-lid TV sets, Kinescope Recorder, 
Radios: colored plastic, catalin and colored 
leatherette, Sky Chief (1940 leatherette port) 
SCOTT Radios of the 30s & 40s, SAMS 1 to 100. 
Pre-1950 TV sets and lIterature, mirror and 
Art de co sets, Blue glass 01As, Zenith strato­
sphere, Emerson 729 & 779 plastic not catalIn, 
Trav-Ier & Emerson Literature, Electronics 
Magazine (1930s), Radio Retailing & other 
trade magazines, literature on early TV broad­
casts (1920-1950). Ken Korhonen 206-932-9363 
4022 41st Ave. SW Seattle, Washington 98116 

FOR S AL E********************* 
AMI E-120 Juke Box 

Frank Banks 206-941-2965 
28232 27th Ave. S. Federal Way, Wash. 98003 

"vintage" TVs 1949 Muntz 16" $20--, 1952 Moto­
rola 17" bakelite $15--, 1950 GE 14" console 
$15--, 1953 Emerson 14" suIt-case portable 
$10--, 1964 Seals Toshiba early CT-V 14" $25 
Jerry Talbott 503-649-6111 
1440 SW 239th Ave Hillsboro, Oregon 97123~ ............•................................. ~ 
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NWVRS President's Page 
Bravo! The display of Northwest radios at 
last month's meeting was terrific. Thanks to 
all of you who brought out such neat sets and 
accessories. The response to the topic of 
Northwest manufactured sets was enthusiastic. 
How about making "Northwest manufactures" a 
r.ategory in the big contest in October? 
The Sounds of Nostalgia show in Salem went 
very well. The display looked great when I 
dropped by late in the morning. Several 
members reported getting leads. Displays 
like this are a good way to spread the word 
about our club and to generate new 
memberships. Thankyou to all who 
participated. 
It's SWAP MEET TIME. Last year at this time 
we were getting ready for our Spring auction. 
This year we thought that the membership 
might enjoy an extra swap meet even more. 
Let's all use this opportunity to show the 
wives that we are doing our part for Spring 
cleaning. As has been mentioned at the 
meetings and in the publicity, I will be 
there to open the door at 8:30 this time so 
that the early birds won't have to sell from 
their trunks. Show up when ever you like 
though. We plan to leave the clubhouse open 
until about 11:30 or 12:00. I hope to see 

you all t~;~~_'5 ~'A 

~,f~!I)c {~!:; :,;;~/ 
~

;. Cl ~ POPULAR~ 
~ ,.'~ .')J, H~ADSE~/~ 
~/ '~or/~ 

@ 

• 
Sales pl'f!Jve il 



******** NWVRS Coming Events ******** 
Buena Vista Club House Oregon City, Oregon 

March 11, 1989 
8:30 AM Swap Meet & Business Meeting. 

Noon: Swap Meet ends. 
April 8, 1989 

10:00 AM Business Meeting & Display-Talk 
Documentation: Collecting & Preservation 

May 13, 1989 
8:30 AM Swap Meet & Business Meeting. 

Noon: Swap Meet ends. 
June 10, 1989 

10:00 AM Business Meeting 
July ..•.•... Summer Vacatiom 
August ..•... Summer Vacation 
sept 9, 1989 

10:00 AM Business Meeting & Annual Auction 
October 14, 1989 

10:00 AM Business Meeting & Annual contest 
November 11, 1989 

8:30 AM swap Meet & Business Meeting. 
Noon: Swap Meet ends. 

December 9, 1989 
10:00 AM Business Meeting & Annual Election 

of Officers. 

WELCOME 
****** N W V R S WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS ****** 

(and reinstatements) 

Cliff Cole 
Ken Flockhart 
Jerry Madsen 
Steve Neal 
Sherrill Williams 

Speed Feldschau 
Jack Kerwin 
Gloria Michelle 
P.N. (Nick) Stoughton 



JA MAC PRODUCTS 
SPEAKER RECONING ALL MAKES 

J.B.L 
Altec 

University 
E-V 

High f idelitlj Auditorium Spe~kers. Horns 

503-252-2929 
8800 NE Sandy B/~d 

Portl.nd,O, 87220 

Radio 
Estate Sole 

The radio collection of Larrg Callahan 
will be sold: Sat. March 18 10RM - 4PM 

Sun. March 19 10AM - 4PM 

Location: 2725 HE Pilkington 
Coruallis. Oregon 97330 

RADIOS: BATTERY. CATHEDRAL. CONSOLE. TABLE 
PORTABLE. PHILCO 41-616 REMOTE. SPlITDORF 

R500. GREBE. MAGHAVO)( ETC. 68 SETS. 
UACUUM TUBES-SOME RARE. CHASSIS. SPEAKERS 

AMPLIFIERS. TEST EQUIP. PARTS. MANUALS. 
MAGAZINES. FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATIOH 

call Lee Callahan 503-153-7701 
or Doug Dauee 503-152-1648 

-II ''1 

iii .. 



CLASSIC I2A()I() Srl:2VICr ® 

Repair and Restoration 

[flne Craftsmanshtp Since 1955 

- ADY - Make - Model - Vear­

Comp1&t& Sto~k of CJUgh&st QualitIJ Warts 
Speaker ReconiDg ~ Cabinet Restoration 

CLASSIC DADI£) S~DVIC~® fi 25:':.P~ .• !;;;64 © 
~ (415) 488-4596 

,'940-1945-1950-1955-1960-19' 5 I 
~ R5-D3 ~ 
~ ELECTRONIC SURPLUS C1 
~ • I 

b 6jll S.E. 82 NO AVE. ~ 
; OPEN:rlQ;ooAM.°fo b:tfd P.M. ! 
~ TUESDAY - SATURDAY ~ 
N 0 
!! RADIO" TELEPHONE" TEST GEAR" J.. 
I ~ 

~ COMPONENTS I TUBES, X-FORMERS : 

!! TRADE-SALE-CONSIGNMENT I 
1 BOB LEE 8US.(503) n""560 ...........•........ ~~ ................................. ... 


