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The Northwest Vintage Radio Society is a non-profit
historical society incorporated in the State of Oregon. Since
1974 NWVRS has been dedicated to the preservation and

restoration of Antique Radio & Wireless apparatus.

The Northwest Vintage Radio Society meets at the Buena
Vista Club House (Atkinson Park) 16th & Jackson
Street,Oregon City, Oregon. (Note: take Washington St. to

15th, up 15th hill to Jackson, turn left to 16th).

Meetings are held at 10:00 AM on the Second Saturday of
each month except for summer vacation in July and August.
The meetings are an opportunity
to exchange information and advice.

Annual Dues:

Regular Membership $15--

Associate Membership $12—-

Renewals are due on January First

1989 NWVRS OFFICERS

PRESIDENT DAN HOWARD 503-761-7799
VICE PRESIDENT DOUG DAVEE 503-752-1648
TREASURER ED CHARMAN 503-654-7387
SECRETARY NORRIS JACKSON 503-642-5625

NWVRS Mailing Addresses

Membership Applications & Renewals:
Northwest Vintage Radio Society

P.O. Box 82379

Portland, Oregon 97282-0379

All Newsletter Business/Information:
Call Letter R
4041 NE Wistaria Drive Yo »
Portland, Oregon 97212-2963 1 el LN
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for any buying /selling transactions
incurred, or for any other use of

the contents of this publication.
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Brand New Brand

9 found this olden batteny set,
04 excellent form and Lon,
Jhe cabnetry wan beautiful;
9 loved it with a parsion !
9 ret out to neatone thia gem,
Fnom atem 2o atenn, 9'd wonk it;
9'd hook it to the battenies then
And enjoy s ancient cineuid .

Finaz ocf’ff, the coils were found 2o be
(onroded at the joints--ao
9 wound some mone of Like derign,

in e a propen w.

T, fet e
Wene all three soun—- kaput !

9 Junt happened 2o have a few
Jbat could be /u'_gged to ault,

One tube socket wan faulty, #oo,
ALL three Lixed ){%11 wene Leaky,
While the one gnid Leak did not.
And 2he Zunding Aﬁa)&/x wene A ea/ey.
( a,U,y got the t/zing, to wonZd
2h panta repained Like new.
9% aounded pretty good 2o me,
And probably would Zo you.

9 showed it to a friend of mine,
~-Said he'd found a Like one,cheap;
Worked Like a chann without nepain !
Such atatements make one weep.
Jhir ret wan once a Freshman,
An arniatocrat of namea,
But aften all the wonk inside
92’4 now a Inesbman-Jamesr !




COVER STORY- The DeForest-Crosley

by Matt Thornton
The DeForest-Crosley 50 and 51 were Canadian-built
1924 descendants of the 1922 Crosley Harko Senior
and the 1923 Crosley Model V or the almost
identical Ace Type V made in the USA. The Harko
Senior sold for $16.00 without tube, batteries,
or phones. The DeForest-Crosley 50 and the Harko
Senior were one-tube receivers. The others had
two tubes, one regenerative detector and one
stage of audio amplification. The two-tube models
were Crosley's answer to the Radiola IIT.

Inside the one-tube models were a Crosley book
condenser and a variable-coupling rf transformer.
The book condenser consisted of two copper plates
arranged to open and close like a book. A cam
that was rotated by the tuning knob closed the
plates together against a spring. One of the
plates was insulated so the plates would not
touch at maximum capacitance. Two pancake coils
formed the variable-coupling transformer. One of
the coils moved closer to the other when one

of the front panel knobs was pulled out. This
controlled selectivity as well as amplitude.

A tap switch varied the inductance of one of the
coils to allow the radio to receive the entire
broadcast band. A conventional filament rheostat
was also included.

Warren L. Green, charter member of PSARA,
provided information for this cover story.

Klaus Beckmann, member of NWVRS,
provided the photos of his Crosleys.




Radio Waves at Radio Music

Dick Karman

About ten years ago NWVRS member Tom James wrote a radio quiz for
the Newsletter, He called them 1.Q. Trimmers Itis fun to look for
answers, then and now. So sit back and try out this one:

What program or performer is associated with the
following music?
The William Tell Overature

Flight of the Bumble Bee
Back In the Saddle Again
Happy Trails

Love Nest

Love In Bloom

My Time is Your Time
Polly Wolly Doodle

Red River Valley
Moonlight Serenade
Rhapsody in Blue

Inka Dinka Doo

If these songs are second nature to you, you are probably over 40 and
lived within 50 miles of major radio station in the 1950s.

Look for the answers in the next edition of the Call Letter or the Horn of
Plenty.

Questions provided by Harry Castle and Walter Podrazik in their book
505 Radio Questions Your Friends Can’t Answer.




Part of Radio Passing Away

Ken Niles Passes On

Ken Niles was one of the true pioneers of radio and the first big West
Coast announcer. Ken along with his brother Wendeli, and a few more
young people, actually changed the face of the world. The stars of Kenand
Wendell Niles shine brightly on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.

Ken was bornin 1906 in Montana, in the lovely little town of Livingston.
He loved the outdoors with the great mountains, the crystal streams, and
the big sky. Later the Niles family migrated to Seattle, Washington, where
he majored in dramatics.

Ken sang in operettas, played saxophone and was active in the then
famous stock company, The Henry Duffy Players. This was at the end of the
roaring twenties and he wanted to be part of it, so he sold his saxophone
and headed for Los Angeles. In Los Angeles, he landed a job as announcer
with the Don Lee radio network which later became part of CBS.

Radio in those days consisted of music and people talking into
microphones, everything static. Prompted by his background in drama,
Ken had the idea that drama could be done on radio; consequently he ap-
proached Don Lee with the idea. Mr. Lee thought the idea pretty ridiculous
--- drama on radio? Putting on action that you couldn’t see? But being a
man who came to play, he said "give it a go." Ken did, and that is how the
Theater of the Mind was born.

He announced and helped produce many of the first big shows from the
west coast. Shows like Witches Tales, California Melodies, The Bing Crosby
Show, and so many more.

One of the biggest and most successful shows of that early period that
Ken announced and co-produced was Hollywood Hotel, sponsored by
Campbell Soup, with Louella Parsons, Judy Garland, Dick Powell, Fran-
cis Langford and almost every star in Hollywood. This was the time he met
and married his delightful wife Nadia. These were Radio’s "Golden Years,"
ata time when announcers were stars. (Now the stars are the announcers.)

Ken is the fist to leave an illustrious family. He is survived by brother
Russell Niles, the former chancellor of New York University and president
of the New York Bar Association, brother Donald, a much respected judge
in Seattle, Grace his beloved sister and Wendell of radio and television.

Kenleaves Nadia, his wife of fifty seven years, daughter Denise, son Ken
Jr., several grand children and millions of friends.

Reprinted by Permission of the editor of The RadioGram, 436D 136th
St. Hawthorne, California, 90405




WANTED pEAD OR ALIVE
49407V, 49007V, 49397V, 49471V
ftso RCA 62179 and

other 7 screen sats.

Ken Korhonen 206-832-9363
4022 A1st Ave. Su.
Geattle, Washington 98116

49007V



SWAP SHAP

w A N T E Dttl***tt***t***t*ti*l*l

European Radios (also military) up to 1948,

also related tubes, parts and literature.

Max Kaplan 206-851-4187

14902 84th Ave. Ct. NW Glg Harbor, Wa. 98335
Atwater Kent 465Q Chassis and clrcular dial

face plate for its cabinet (3 1/8" diameter

hole in cabinet face); Riders Vol. 5 and 23

(have vol. 6 for possible trade); Kenwood

KD 500 or KD 700 turntable. Jerry Brannon

206-854-4234, collect 1If you wish.

22324 100th Ave. 8.E. Kent Washington 98031
Atwater Kent Breadboard Radlos - also parts

Jerry Madsen 612-926-7775

4624 West Woodland Road Edina, Minn. 55424
Grandfather Clock Radios & Cathedral Radios

Lee Williams 206-481-9415

2015B 228th SE Bothell, Washington 98021
Arvin small metal radios, especlally models

with 2 or 3 tubes. Pilot brand tubes and parts

Dan Howard 503-761-7799

2940 SE 118th Ave. Portland, Oregon 97266
Zeniths: Royal 2000, Super VIII, 15-U-273.

Grebe: CR- series, Four letter and AC sets.

Riders: 21, 22, 23. Edwin Buhite 503-288-9727

4041 NE wistaria Dr. Portland, Oregon 97212
Scott Symphony radio (1929) Name your price.

Jim Clark, "The Scott Collectoxr®™ 517-349-2249

1292 starboard, Okemos, MI 48864
Riders Vol. 20 and 23, Originals only please.

Dan Healy 415-488-4596

P.O. Box 764 wWoodacre, Callifornia 94973

Military Radio equipment of WWII and earlier,
especially German, Japanese and Italian.
Hugh Miller 206-487-3047 Mornings & Weekends
6400 Maltby Rd.Woodinville, Washington 98072

FDR S ALE****!****************

Tubes used for AC Sets, tested & guarnteed.
$1@ and up, 5 tube minimum.
Jerry Talbott 503-649-6717

1440 SW 239th Ave. Hillsboro, Oregon 97123 @J
1223823322222 3228322223228 2332332222322 222222



PS ARAANNOUNCEMENTS
Seattle, Washington March 19, 1989

Due to the Annual Auction on March 19, 1989, no business meeting was
scheduled. The auction, both silent and oral, was well attended by mem-
bers from Seattle, Canada, Portland and Mr. and Mrs. lan Sangster of
Auckland, New Zealand.

A total of 158 items were put on the block and changed hands repre-
senting a dollar value of $1668.25. Individual prices paid ranged from a
high of $115- down to the minimum of $1-. Many good pieces went for
rediculously low prices and fun was had by all. There were 64 buyers at the
auction.

Special thanks go to our perennial Auctioneer, John Aiken and also to
Russ and Karen Anderson, who put in a long day at the computer and to
Lee Williams and his helpers for purging the Museum in time for the Auc-
tion.

SARA Coming Events|

Shoreline Museum Seattle Washington
April 16, 1989
11:00 AM Swap Meet
1:00 PM Business Meeting
Presentation and Show & Tell: open.
May 21, 1989 open, June 18, 1989 open, July 16, 1989 open.

A plea to all members: We presently have no one scheduled for our
monthly Presentations or Show & Tells. If you have any interests or sub-
jects you wouldn’t mind sharing with members after the Business meetings,
please step forward now and let Jerry Brannon (206-854-4234) know about
it. For show & Tell just bring in your favorite item and tell a little about it.

Thank You. 7
Yilhe 7 A

Max A. Kaplan,
PSARA Secretary




N W V RS MEETING MINUTES
Oregon City, Oregon - March 11, 1989

The March 11, 1989 meeting of the NWVRS was called to order at 10:08
AM by President Dan Howard. The TREASURER’S REPORT was not an-
nounced. Members were reminded of the Callahan radio sale in Corvallis
on March 18 and 19. Today’s business meeting was brief due to the March
Swap Meet in progress. Meeting adjourned.

%MM-%M

Norris W. Jackson,

NWVRS Secretary

April 8, 1989
10:00 AM Business Meeting & Display-Talk 4 . \
Documentation: Collecting & Preservation | For more informa-

May 13, 1989 tion about these and
8:30 AM Swap Meet & Business Meeting. other NWVRS func-
11:00 AM Swap Meet ends. tions: Dan Howard,

June 3 & 4, 1989 2940 SE 118th Ave,
DISPLAY at Seaside Ham Convention - Portland, OR 97266
Saturday 9:00 - 4:00, Sunday 9:30 - 1:30

June 10, 1989 503-761-7799.

10:00 AM Business Meeting /

July. & August ----- Summer Vacatiom N

Sept 9, 1989

10:00 AM Business Meeting & Annual Auction
October 14, 1989
10:00 AM Business Meeting & Annual Contest
November 11, 1989
8:30 AM Swap Meet & Business Meeting.
11:00 AM Swap Meet ends.
December 9, 1989
10:00 AM Business Meeting & Annual Election of Officers.
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10:00 AM
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WASHINGTON|

SARA

1:00 AM

Swap Meet

100 PM

Meeting

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
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Vintage Radio Programming
cantinues 24 hours a day,
7 days a week on the sattelite,
Satcom 4, transponder 15, audio 6.2

Water Rings

White rings on Radio cabinets are from
moisture frapped under a wax surface,
To remove the ring, apply toothpaste to
a damp cotton cloth. Rub the toothpaste
lightly into the ring and it will buff away
the white. If the ring is stubborn, add a
little baking saoda and buff to remove the
ring. Buff lightly with a clean, dry cloth.
from Jim Barrows W7BCT




0/9’ ., (acquisitions)

Douglas DaVee
1926 Brownle Wireless Co., Ltd., London,
"Dominion Console"™ A three vValve reflexed
battery receiver in a low profile, slope
front cabinet with a built-in cone speaker.
Dan Howard
Radiotel Hotel radio (thanks to Art Redman).
Kent (similar to Arvin 422).
Max Kaplan
1938 Radio Bell, Made in Belgium
Jim Mason
Lemco Crystal set
Murphy English 3-band table radio
Five Valve (post war)
1928 Crosley Bandbox shipping carton
Jerry Talbott
1936 Fada 272 large bakelite set
1939 Detrola 199 Super Pee Vee
1940 Sparton 590-1 ac/dc portable

Thousands Now
Know This to be the
Greatest Radio Value Ever Offered

“Pacific Quintet”
Super-Het Kit $1 5.00

(46,000 Cycle)

Another Leader Product of the
Popular “Pacific” Line

A remarkable value, made possible
through huge quantity production.
Build your own Supertieterodyne.
Rebuild or convert your old set to
a modern and advanced type Super-
Heterodyne. All other parts re-
quired are standard. Hook-up print
with complete and simple instruc-

Satisfaction

PACI\FIC
RANGER || Cuainnlet
SUPER'HET finished

merchandise

built for
BALOWI H-PACIFIC CO. real work

tions packed with each “Pacific
Quintet” kit.

Foresight and Advanced Englneer “Pacific Quintet” Super-Het Ki¢
ing Efficiency now bring the latest (Consisting of 1 Pacific “Ranger” No.
and most popular developments 30 Oscitlator Coupler, 3  Pacific

“Ranger” No. 25 Intermediate Fre-
within a price range to suit the quency Transformers and 1 Paciflc

average pocket-book. No. 20 “Ranger” Filter Transformer.

If Your Dealer Cannot Supply You, SENT TO ANY ADDRESS

~ Upon Receipt of $15.00, or by Parcel Post or Express C.0.D.
BALDWIN-PACIFIC CO., Pacific Bldg., San Francisco




First Transistor Radio

AMAZING
POWERFUL
PRODUCT PORTABLE
OF SCIENCE RECEIVER

TRANSI-MITE . the first Transistor powered radio on the market. is a radically new . . . a really
different kind of radin. This tiny jewel of modern electronic science uses the sensational Tranllltor
invented by Bell Telephone Labs. TRANS-MITE operates for 500 hours on a single 3 volt energy
cell ¢osting but a few cents.

TRANSI-MITE tunes the standard broadcast band and receives all local statlons with crystal-clear tone.
Transistnrs do not burn out, as do tubes, so TRANSI-MITE should {hve a lifetime of listening pleasure.
Tlnﬁy flesh-color, inconsplcuous earset assures listening privacy in the office, in public gatherings such

ghts, ball games and in bed, etc.

TRANSI-MITE 13 sold direct with guarantee of complete satisfactlon or B‘:ompt full refund. Com Iete
TRANSI-MITE PERSONAL RADIOQ, including tiny earset and energy ce EADY TO PLA

Be The First To Own A Genuine Transistor Radio! $ 95
Perfect For Use In Event Of National Emergency! ONLY * Postpaid

TRANSI-MITE RADIO LAB  MANTEO, NO. CAR.

A TRUE
JET-AGE

This advertisement is from the May 1954
edition of MECHRANICS TODAY. This ad.
states “the first Transistor powered
radio on the market®.

Some have claimed the Regency TR-1 was
the first, however, it was not marketed
until October 1954.

Jerry Brannon




JA MAC PRODUCTS

SPEAKER RECONING  ALL MAKES

JBL. University

Altec E-V

High Fidality RAuditorium Speakers, Horns
503-252-2929

8600 NE Sandy Bivd
Portiand,Or 97220

r-l940-l945-l950—!955—!960-!96 5

—1920-1925-]930-1938

_ELECTRONIC_ SURPLUS

6l)1 SE. 82 NO AVE,

OPEN10:00AM. 70 600 PM.
TUESDAY — SATURDAY

RADIO, TELEPHONE, TEST GEAR,
COMPONENTS , TUBES, X-FORMERS

TRADE—SALE—CONSIGNMENT
BOB LEE BUS.(503) 774-6560

~\

_J ——g86M0865L61-0L6!

[ CLASSIC RADIO SERVICE® |

Repair and Restoration
Fine Craftsmanship Since 1955
— ARy — Make —- Model — Year —

| Complete Stack of SHighest Quality Darts
Speaker Reconing & Cabinet Resatoration

CLASSIC RADIO SEDVICE@

25 Mogla R4 P.O. Bex 764
Woedacye, CA 94973
(415) 488-4596
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