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CHATTANOOGA 11, TENN.

THE NEW MAST HEAD AND TITLE OF SPARK-GAP TIMES SEEMS TO HAVE STRUCK A RESPONSIVE
NOTE WITH OUR MEMBERS. NUMEROUS LETTERS AND COMMENTS ON THE AIR INDICATE MOST FAVORABLE
ACCEPTANCE. THE SMALL NUMBER OF MEMBERS FAVORING THE RETENTION OF THE ORIGINAL TITLE OF
BLABBER MOUTH WERE ALL GOOD LOSERS AND ACCEPTED THE CHANGE WITH THE GRACE OF THE GOOD
SPORTS THEY ARE. THANK YOU GENTLEMEN FOR YOUR COOPERATION.

A COUPLE OF -BOUQUETS To '"'CQY AND '"WESTERN RADIO AMATEUR!', BOTH OF THESE FINE
PUBLICATIONS HAVE FAVORABLY RECOGNIZED THE OLD OLD TIMERS CLUB AND IT'S ACTIVITIES. YE OLDE
».OPY BOY 1S A SUBSCRIBER TO BOTH PUBLICATIONS AND CONSIDERS THEM MUST READING AS WELL AS A
GooD BUY. (ONE GOOD TURN DESERVES ANOTHER).

A SHORT REPORT ON THE STATUS OF THE BLUE BOOK

MosT MEMBERS WOULD NO DOUBT WELCOME SOME SORT OF REPORT ON THIS ITEM AND THIS IS AN
EFFORT TO SATISFY THEIR INTEREST.

THE BINDER FOR THE COVER OF THE BLUE BOOK HAS BEEN SELECTED, THE ART WORK IS
FINISHED AND THE BINDERS HAVE BEEN ORDERED. THE FOUNDERS PAGE HAS BEEN A JINX BUT WE
v BELIEVE IT IS ABOUT DONE.

THE BIG HOLD UP IS THE TYPEWRITER. | HAVE ORDERED ONE FROM I|BM AND AM LOOKING: FOR .
IT AT ANY TIME. IT HAS THE SAME STYLE OF TYPE AS IS USED TO TYPE THE MASTERS FOR SPARK-GAP
TIMES. b S

MEMBERS SHOULD RECEIVE THE COVERS AND THE FIRST AREA CALL DISTRICT INSTALLMENT
BETWEEN | JUNE AND | JuLY.

e

! ' BERT OSBORNE W4MF
BLUE Book EDgTOR

P~ | EXPECT TO PASS THROUGH THIS LIFE BUT INCE. |F, THEREFORE, THERE [S ANY KINDNESS |
"CAN SHOW, OR ANY GOOD | CAN DO TO ANY FELLOW BEING, LET ME DO (T NOW, FOR | SHALL NOT PASS

THIS WAY AGAINo=-cwcoccmcmccccecnorccccocrmrcoernrecnecemeco s e bt e
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ACCIDENTS CAN HAPPEN TO ANYBODY, PARTﬂCULNRQY T0
A WIRELESS AMATEUR

By Paur G. WATson, W3BO

To FULLY APPRECIATE THE INCIDENT CONCERNING
EARLY '""WIRELESS'" WHICH FOLLOWS, LET ME LAY THE
BACK-GROUND AGAINST WHICH IT ALL HAPPENED. [ WAS
JUST PAST !4 YEARS OLD AT THE TIME, '"ALL WRAPPED
UP IN WIRELESSS UNDER THE TUTILEDGE OoF C.D. (JERRY)
GUTHRIE WHO HAD BEEN ON THE USS KENTUCKY ALONG WITH
WOLVERTON IN 1904-1906, AND WHO ALSO INSTALLED NAl
AT THE PHILADELPHIA NAVY YARD [N THE EARLY DAYS. (IT
WAS A TWO LETTER P- CALL AT THE TIME IT WAS PUT I[N).

GUTHRIE WAS CALLING ON A YOUNG LADY WHO LI¥ED
ACROSS THE STREET, SO WE SAW HIM RATHER FREQUENTLY.
IN THE SPRING OF 1909, HE BROUGHT US A 'WIRELESS"
RECEIVER, PUT UP AN ANTENNA AND WE LISTENED IN FQR
THE FIRST TIME. S0 DID THE !"'YL!, ABOUT A YEAR LATER
A SPARK COIL WAS ACQUIRED, AND WITH A HOMEMADE SPARK
GAP WAS ON THE AIR, THE HELIX AND TUNING ALL CAME
LATER. ALL THIS WAS BATTERY OPERATED UNTIL I9I2 .
WHEN MY PARENTS HAD OUR HOME WIRED FOR ELECTRHC
LIGHT, (DIRECT CURRENT OF COURSE). 8

FROM SOME SOURCE, LONG SINCE FORGOTTEN, | HAD LEARNED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF usunc
DiRECT CYURRENT POWER THROUGH AN MELECTROLYTIC INTERRUPTER!' ON THE SPARK COIL, AND PROCEED-
ED TO MAKE SUCH A DEVICE. IT 1S CONTAINED IN THE LARGE "'CROCK'" SHOWN AT THE LEFT END®OF THE
TRANSMITTER PICTURE BELOW, AND DETAILED ON THE LINE DRAWING ON THE NEXT PAGE. e

THE STONEWARE CROCK CON-
TAINED ABOUT TWO GALLONS OF
BATTERY ACIC, THE QUART MILK
BOTTLE HAD A SMALL HOLE BORED
AT Poin "A!', AND TWO PIECES OF
LEAD PIPE WERE USED AS ELECTRODES
ONE INSIDE THE BOTTLE, AND THE ,
OTHER PLACED ON THE BOTTOM;OF
THE CROCK. ELECTRﬂCALLY, THE
ONLY CONNECTION BETWEEN THE
ACID INSIDE THE BOTTLE AND
THAT IN THE CROCK WAS THE
SMALL COLUMN OF ACID- IN "HoLE"
AN, THIS SMALL COLUMN OF ACID
) PROMPTLY VAPORIZED, (EXPLODED)
PAUL WATSON!S ORIGINAL WIRELESS EQUIPMENT, 1210 IS A BETTER WORD, WHEN CURRENT

“ WAS PASSED, OPENING THE ELECTR
ICAL CIRCUIT. GRAVITY THEN R.
CAUSED. THE ACID TO REFILL THE HOLE, THE EXPLOSION REPEATED ITSELF, AND SO ON, GIVING THE.
DESIRED '"INTERRUPTER! EFFECT SO LONG AS THE KEY WAS DOWN. UNDER SUCH CONDITIONS THE ACID
WAS GRADUALLY DECOMPOSED AND BECAME MOST OFFENSIVE TO SMSLL. THE MECANICAL VIBRATOR ON THE
COIL IS BRIDGED OUT WHEN THE ELECTROLYTIC INTERRUPTER 1S USED. oo .
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Now, WITH ALL THIS HIGH POWER AND

E\\\w A RECEIVER THAT WAS ''Tops', WE
——————————— 4 S A N o e T T e o PR STARTED TO WORK LATE AT NEGHT, AND
115 V DIRECT CURRENT.

e i e : - mmem——__coL PR PARTICULARLY DURING THE WINTER

MONTHS WHEN STATIC WAS LOW. ONE

PARTICULARLY COLD NIGHT WHEN CON-

DITIONS WERE UNUSUALLY GOOD, WE

' HAD SEVERAL GOOD CONTACTS, AND
WHEN WE STARTED TO CALL ANOTHER,
THE TRANSMITTER WAS DEAD. INVEST-
IGATION SHOWED THAT ALL OF THE
ACID WAS GONE OUT OF THE CROCK.

. HEAY HAD CRACKED THE BOTTOM OUT OF

1 THE BOTTOM OF THE CROCK. THIS AT

’ ' ABOUT 2,30 AcM. AT ABOUT THE SAME
TIME THIS WAS HAPPENING, | BECAME
AWARE OF CONSIDERABLE LOUD TALK-
ING IN THE FRONT PART OF THE HOUSE

: : WHICH WAS QUITE UNUSUAL IN ITSELF,

ELECTROLYTIC AND OF HEARING WINDOWS BEING RAISED.
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g%%.&&éw& ‘¥ ., INTERRUPTER. THEN | HEARD MY FATHER DOWNSTAIRS,
LTINS D !
. = : - 3BV- 1912 70 1918 IN THE KITCHEN, DIRECTLY BELOW THE
. R ) : 5 .. PauL G Warson . ROOM WHERE | HAD THE WIRELESS, OPEN-

ING WINDOWS AND DOORSo

BECAUSE OF THE UNUSUAL ACTIVITY, | STARTED THROUGH THE HOUSE, AND AS | OPENED DOORS ON
THE SECOND FLOOR, LEADING TO THE STAIRWAY, | ENCOUNTERED THE VILEST OF GDORS, AND [T GOT
WORSE AS | PROGRESSED. ON MY ARRIVAL IN THE KITCHEN, THE CAUSE OF THE ACTIVITY WAS APPARENT,
TO SAY THE LEAST. THE TWO GALLONS OF PARTLY DECOMPOSED ACID FROM THE INTERRUPTER HAD COME
THROUGH THE FLOOR, DRIPPED INTO A PAN OF BREAD DOUGH WHICH MY MOTHER HAD HANGING OVER THE COAL
RANGE IN THE KITCHEN, AND MOST OF THIS MESS HAD BOILED OUT OF THE PAN AND DROPPED ON TO THE
HOT TOP OF THE COAL RANGE. |T WAS LAYING DOWN ONE OF THE MOST EFFECTIVE SMOKE BARRAGES |
BYERCSAWRLALSO IN THIS PROCESS, MY MOTHER'S HIGHLY POLISHED RANGE HAD TURNED TO A BRIGHT
ORANGE COLOR. AS THIS MESS LAY ON THE STOVE TOP, IT DID A LOT OF SPITTING AND SPUTTERING, SO
THAT THE WHOLE ROOM WAS INVOLVED WHEN WE GOT TO IT. BUT iT DOES NOT END THERE.

MY FATHER PICKED UP THE SMALL METAL COAL SHOVEL WHICH WAS STANDARD EQUIPMENT WITH A
COAL RANGE AND STARTED TO SHOVEL THE MESS ONE SCOOP AT A TIME OUT THE KITCHEN DOOR. THIS
WORKED FINE TILL THE THIRD SCOOP, WHEN HE SLIPPED AND LANDED ON HIS BOTTOM IN THE MESS HE
WAS SHOVELING, IN H!S NIGHT SHIRT. HE TOOK OFF FOR THE BATH ROOM, THE DOCTOR TOLD MY MOTHER
TO USE SODA TO CALM HiM DOWN, AND §iT WAS WELL AFTER DAYLIGHT BEFORE HE GOT AROUND TO ME,

PERHAPS IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN FOR THE BEST HAD MY FATHER'S THREAT OF ''N0 MORE G--D---
WIRELESS AROUND HERE' BEEN CARRIED OUT. WE HAD "QUIET'' HOURS FOR ABOUT TWO MONTHS, HE GRAD-
UALLY RELENTED, AND WE WENT ON FROM THERE. |T TOOK NEARLY A MONTH TO GET THE STINK OUT OF
THE HOUSE; GUTHRIE DROPPED THE GIRL, MARRIED ONE FROM BROOKLYN AND EVERYBODY WAS HAPPY.

| HAVE MENTIONED ABOVE SEVERAL TIMES THE NAME OF C.D., GUTHRIE. | AM [NDEBTED TO THIS
MAN, MY FRIEND FOR A LIFETIME, FOR MANY OF THE BETTER THINGS WHICH HAPPENED TO ME (N SOME
TWENTY YEARS OF COMMERCIAL RADIO. UNTIL HIS DEATH A FEW YEARS BACK, WE SPENT QUR VACATIONS
TOGETHER. HE WAS ONE OF THOSE FEW WHO REALLY SAW RADIO BEGIN, AND HAD AN [MPORTANT HAND [N
IT. MY DEBT TO HIM IS GREAT.
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IN THE FEBRUARY 1SSUE OoF SPARK GAP TIMES, A REQUEST WAS MADE FOR THE STORY OF JACK
BINNS AND THE SINKING OF THE REPUBLIC. ON READING THIS REQUEST, DAN McCoy W8DG, AS USUAL
STARTED THE BALL IN MOTION. DAN SENT IN THIS STORY BY RuBY EL HULT AND FOLLOWS.

FIFTY YEARS AGO WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY WAS IN IT'S INFANCY,
BUT AFTER A COLLISION REMARKABLY SIMILAR TO THAT OF THE
ANDREA DORIA AND THE STOCKHOLM, AN OPERATOR'S BROKEN
KEY TAPPED OUT THE MESSAGES THAT RESULTED IN RESCUE.

By Rusy EL HuLT

THE TITANIC, THAT SYMBOL OF SEA DISASTER, WAS NOT THE ONLY WHITE STAR LUXURY LINER
TO MEET HER NEMESIS IN COLLISION AT SEA. ONLY THREE YEARS EARLIER, A MISHAP OCCURRED WHICH
MIGHT HAVE TURNED INTO A CALAMITY OF TITANIC PROPORTIONS EXCEPT FOR THE WHIMS OF CIRCUM-
STANCE AND THE SUCCESSFUL PART PLAYED BY THAT NEW-FANGLED CONTRAPTION, WIRELESS.

AT THAT TIME THE LIFESAVING QUALITIES OF WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY HAD SCARCELY BEEN
THOUGHT OF THEN. IN THE COLD AND CRUEL ATLANTIC ON THE FOGGY MORNING OF JANUARY 23, 1909,
THE LIVES OF |600 PASSENGERS AND CREW MEMBERS OF TWO VESSELS WERE PLACED IN JEOPARDY--1600
PEOPLE WHOSE PRAYERS CENTERED ON THE PLEAS FOR HELP FLASHED FROM ONE BROKEN WIRELESS KEY.

THE REPUBLIC, PRouD 15,378 TON LINER OF THE GREAT BRITISH STEAMSHIP COMPANY, HAD LEFT
NEW YORK THE PREVIOUS AFTERNOON BOUND FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN AND HAD SOON ENCOUNTERED ZERO
VISIBILITY. THROUGH THE EARLY MORNING HOURS SHE STEAMED BY NANTUCKET |SLAND IN A REAL PEA-
SOUPER. AT 5:45 A.M. THERE CAME A SUDDEN STACCATO BLAST OF WHISTLES, FOLLOWED BY A GREAT ‘
SHUDDER THROUGH THE WHOLE SHIP AND A DEAFENING, CRUNCHING SOUND. PASSENGERS, DREAMING OF
THE DELIGHTS OF THE VOYAGE AND OF SUNNY |TALY, WERE JARRED RUDELY AWAKE. AS THEY CROWDED
FROM THEIR CABINS, THEY SAW CREW MEMBERS DASHING TO THEIR STATIONS.

OFF THE PORT SIDE LOOMED THE SILHOUETTE OF A SMALLER LINER, WHICH HAD CLEAVED THROUGH
THE MURK AND GIVEN THE REPUBLIC A SHATTERING BLOW AMIDSHIP. REBOUNDING, SHE NOW STOOD OFF
LIKE A DAZED WHALE. THIS WAS THE |TALIAN STEAMER FLORIDA, CARRYING 850 ITALIAN EMIGRANTS
TO A NEW LIFE BEYOND THE STATUE OF LIBERTY. THE IMPACT HAD SMASHED HER BOW FLAT AGAINST
HER FORWARD BULKHEAD, KILLING FOUR SAILORS AND INJURING ANOTHER. THERE WAS PANIC IN THE
STEERAGE AS FRIGHTENED EMIGRAMNTS POURED FORTH CRYING, SCREAMING AND PRAYING. |T TOOK THE
STEWARDS SOME TIME TO QUIET THEM, ASSURING THEM AGAIN AND AGAIN THAT THE VESSEL HAD NOT
BEEN DAMAGED IN ANY VITAL PART AND WAS NOT MORTALLY INJURED.

NoT so THE REPUBLIC. HER STEEL SIDE WAS SLASHED ALL THE WAY THROUGH THREE DECKS. THE
WALLS OF THE WIRBELESS SHACK--THAT RECENT INNOVATION ON THE BIGGER SHIPS--HAD BEEN SPLINTER-
ED ON THREE SIDES. FIVE STATEROOMS WERE DEMOLISHED, CRUSHING TWO FiRST CLASS PASSENGERS TO
DEATH, INJURING ANOTHER SO BADLY HE DIED LATER. MOST ALARMING TO THE SURVIVORS WAS THE GAP
IN THE ENGINEROOM BULKHEAD. FiREMEN BARELY HAD TIME TO PUT OUT THE FIRES IN THE BOILER ROOM
FURNACES BEFORE THE WATER, RISING TO THEIR NECKS, FORCED THEM UP THE LADDERS. THE LIGHTS
ON THE BIG SHIP FLICKERED OUT.

THE REPUBLIC'S PASSENGERS, FLEEING THEIR CABINS, HAD COME AWAY IN NIGHT DRESSES,

WITH COATS, JACKETS, BATHROBESHASTILY THROWN ON. SOME PEOPLE WERE BAREFOOT, SOME HAD STOCK-
INGS WITH NO SHOES, SOME WITH SHOES AND NO STOCKINGS, SOME SLIPPERS, AND ONE MAN WORE ONE
BROWN SHOE AND ONE BLACK. SURGING TO THE BOAT DECK, THEY QUICKLY DONNED THEIR LIFE PRESERV-
ERS, THEN FELL INTO A WORRIED SILENCE AS THEY LISTENED TO TO THE SHOUTING THROUGH MEGA-
PHONES AS OFFICERS OF THE TWO SHIPS COMPARED NOTES OF DAMAGE. THEN CAME THE SOUNDS OF THE
SHIP'S CREW READYING THE REPUBLIC'S LIFEBOATS.

MOST OF THE PASSENGERS HAD NO IDEA WHERE THE SHIP'S MASTER, CAPT. W.l. SEALBY, HAD .'
BEEN _.THROUGH ALL TH!S. AS IN ANSWER TO THEIR UNSPOKEN QUESTION, HE NOW APPEARED ON THE .
BRIDGE AND ADDRESSED THEM. THROUGH A MEGAPHONE, HIS VOICE CAME CALM AND STRONGS

IPASSENGERS OF THE REPUBLIC, | WANT TO ADVISE YOU THAT THE STEAMER HAS BEEN INJURED

: PLEASE TURN TO NEXT PAGE. .
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IN COLLISION. WE ARE IN NO IMMEDIATE DANGER, BUT | WANT YOU TO STAND BY ME AND ACT WITH
COOLNESS AND JUDGEMENT. THERE IS | REPEAT, NO IMMEDIATE DANGER, BUT TO BE ON THE SAFE SIDE,
IT IS NECESSARY FOR YOU TO BE TRANSFERRED TO THE FLORIDA As S0ON AS POSSIBLE. |T WILL TAKE
SOME TIME, AND | EXPECT YOU WILL BE COOL AND NOT EXCITED. TAKE YOUR TIME ABOUT GETTING INTO
THE LIFEBOATS. REMEMBER, THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN GO FIRST, AND THE FIRST CABIN NEXT, AND
THEN THE OTHERS. THE CREW WILL BE THE LAST TO LEAVE THE VESSEL!'. WHATEVER ''THE OTHERS' MAY
HAVE THOUGHT OF THIS ARRANGEMENT, EVERYONE BEGAN TO LINE UP FOR THE LIFEBOATS. .

LIKE MOST OoF THE 700 PEOPLE ON THE SHIP, JACK BINNS, THE MARCONI OPERATOR, HAD BEEN
AWAKENED FROM SLEEP BY THE COLLf:SION. HIS FIRST THOUGHT WAS FOR HIS EQUIPMENT, AND STUMBLE
ING BEWILDEREDLY TOWARDS IT, HE AT FIRST SAW NOTHING BUT JUMBLED WRECKAGE. SEARCHING THRGUGH
THE DEBRIS, HE DISCOVERED THAT THE WIRELESS SET ITSELF WAS UNDAMAGED. BUT WAS THE ANTENNA
RIGGED BETWEEN THE MASTS STILL INTACT? TESTING THE SET, HE FOUND, TO HIS INTENSE RELIEF,
THAT IT WAS IN WORKING ORDER. JUST THEN THE DYNAMOS STOPPED AND THE LIGHTS WENT OUT. HisS
MAGHINE BECAME MUTE. ‘ '

FUMBLING ABOUT IN THE DARKNESS, BINNS BEGAN CONNECTING UP AUXILIARY STORAGE BATTERIES.
JUST AS HE COMPLETED THIS TASK, HE TRIPPED OVER SOMETHING, FELL AGAINST THE WIRELESS SET
AND BROKE THE LEVER OF THE SENDING KEY. HE WAS IN DESPAIR UNTIL HE DISCOVERED THAT BY; HOLD-
ING THE BROKEN LEVER WITH ONE HAND HE COULD SEND WITH THE OTHER. AT 6815 A.M., HIS MACHINE
IN OPERATION AGAIN, HE SAT DOWN AMIDST THE WRECKAGE OF HIS SHACK AND CLICKED ouT: CQD, CQD.

THAT WAS THEN THE DISTRESS SIGNAL OF THE SEA. COMMONLY IT WAS TRANSLATED TO MEAN,
"CoME QUICK, DANGER', BUT IN ACTUALITY CQ HAD BEEN AN EARLY SIGNAL FOR ATTENTION BY
BRITISH RAILROAD TELEGRAPHERS; WHEN TRANSFERRED TO THE SEA, THE D HAD BEEN ADDED TO DEMNOTE
DISTRESS. THE CHANGE TO THE INTERNATIONAL SIGNAL SOS, AGREED ON IN 1906, WAS THEN IN PROG-
RESS, BUT HAD NOT YET BEEN ADOPTED ON ENGLISH OR AMERICAN SHIPS.

CQD, CQD, CQD--THE CRY THAT SOMEWHERE ON THE SEA HELP WAS DESPERATELY NEEDED.
ﬁ@_AT THAT MOMENT THE CAPTAIN'S STEWARD RAN IN AND ASKED BINNS TO REPORT TO THE CAPTAIN, -
GRODTNG HIS WAY TO THE BRIDGE, HE INFORMED SEALBY THAT HIS MACHINE WAS ALL RIGHT AND WITH
STORAGE BATTERIES HE COULD SEND SOMEWHAT WEAKENED MESSAGES.

THE CAPTAIN, THROUGH HIS MEGAPHOME, ANNOUNCED TO THE PASSENGERS BELOW, ''l HAVE JUST
LEARNED FROM MR. BINNS THAT OUR WIRELESS EQUIPMENT IS UNDAMAGED. IN A VERY SHORT WHILE A
CALL WILL GO OUT FOR ASSISTANCE. | FEEL CONFIDENT THAT A RESCUE VESSEL WILL REACH US WITH-
IN A FEW HOURS!". HE THEN ASKED BINNS TO RETURN TO HIS STATION, TO TRY TO PICK UP SOME SHORE
STATION OR NEARBY VESSEL, AND AS SOON AS THE SHIP'S POSITION COULD BE DETERMINED HE WOULQi
SEND IT TO HIM FOR BROADCASTING.

BACK AT HIS EQUIPMENT, BINNS WAS ANSWERED BY THE SIASCONSETT OPERATOR 60 MILES AWAY
ON NANTUCKET |SLAND, AND CLUTCHING HIS DAMAGED LEVER, HE TAPPED 0UTg THE REPUBLIC. WE ARE 5
SHIPWRECKED. STAND BY FOR CAPTAIN'S MESSAGE. BACK CAME THE CHEERY REPLY3 YALL RIGHT OLD e
MAN WHERE ARE YOU?! THE CHIEF OFFICER HURRIED IN, DEMANDING, ’"HAVE YOU GOT ANYBODY?!
I"YES, SIASCONSETT.!! "THANK GOD. HERE'S SEALSBY'S MESSAGE.!!

AT 6240 THAT MESSAGE WAS GOING OUT OVER THE AIRWAYS: ''"REPUBLIC RAMMED BY STEAMER 26
MILES SOUTHWEST OF NANTUCKET LIGHTSHIP. SADLY IN NEED OF ASSISTANCE, BUT NO DANGER TO
LIFE. SEALBY.

LITTLE DID THE SHORE-STATION OPERATOR, TAKING THIS DOWN, VISUALIZE SENDER BiNNS AS
SITTING PRACTICALLY ON THE OPEN DECK AMIDST SHATTERED WOODWORK, THE FOG CURLING AROUND
HIS HEAD, A RAW ATLANTIC WIND AT HIS BACK, HIS FINGERS SO STIFF HE COULD HARDLY MOVE THEM.
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AND .LITTLE DID- EITHER OPERATOR REALIZE THEY WERE MAKING HISTORY. THE FIRST WIRELESS
OUTFIT HAD BEEN INSTALLED ON A SHIP |0 YEARS BEFORE, AND NOW MOST PASSENGER VESSELS CARRIED
SETS AND OPERATORS. BUT WIRELESS RANGE WAS STILL LIMITED AND MOST MESSAGES WERE NEAR-SHORE
AFFAIRS, CONSISTING OF BUSINESS NOTES AND ROUTINE CHECK-INS WITH SHORE STATIONS. FEW DIS-

TRESS SIGNALS HAD EVER BEEN SENT, AND NONE BEFORE INVOLVING LARGE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE. THE
FLORIDA HAD NO WQRELESS; EVERYTHING DEPENDED ON BiNNS! BROKEN KEY. P

AT SIASCONSETT, THE OPERATOR WELL UNDERSTOOD THE URGENCY OF THE MESSAGE. HURRIEDLY
HE RELAYED IT TO NEARBY REVENUE CUTTERS AND SHIPS PLYING THE SEA IN THE COLLISION AREA. =

THE BALTIC, ANOTHER BIG WHITE STAR LINER, WAS BOUND IN FOR NEW YORK THAT MORNINGo
SHE HAD JUST PICKED UP THE NANTUCKET LIGHTSHIP SUBMARINE BELL ARCUND 7 0'CLOCK WHEN THE
WIRELESS OPERATOR RAN UP TO THE BRIDGE TO HAND CAPT. J. B. RANSOM A SCRAWLED MESSAGES
VUREPUBLIC DANGEROUSLY INJURED. LATITUDE 40 17 N, LONGITUDE 70 W,

(1RONICALLY, IT WAS BUT A SHORT DISTANCE AWAY, [N LATITUDE 40 30 N. LONGITUDE 69 53 W
THAT THE STOCKHOLM sTRuck THE ANDREA DORIA oN JuLy 25, 1956 AND SANK HER [N A COLLISiON SO
SIMILAR AS TO SEEM INCREDIBLE,)

CAPTAIN RANSOM DID NOT HESITATE. HE IMMEDIATELY CHANGED COURSE AND MADE FOR THE .
REPUBLIC wiTH ALL POSSIBLE SPEED.

DURING THE FORENOON, WHILE THE BALTIC WAS PLOWING TOWARDS THE ACCIDENT SCENE, THE ‘
REPUBLIC'S LIFEBOATS WERE MAKING TRIP AFTER TRIP OVER THE SEA TRANSFERRING PASSENGERS.
WOMEN AND CHILDREN WEPT AND WAILED AS THEY ENTERED THE BOATS, LEAVING BEHIND HUSBANDS AND
FATHERS THEY MIGHT NEVER SEE AGAIN IF THE REPUBLIC SHOULD GO DOWN SUDDENLY.

AS THE UNHAPPY THRONG BOARDED THE FLORIDA, THEY FOUND THE VESSEL ALREADY OVERLOADED
WITH EMIGRANTS. SWANK PASSENGERS FROM THE REPUBLIC, USED TO BEING PAMPERED AND PROVIDED
WITH EVERY COMFORT, WERE DISTRESSED TO DISCOVER THERE WAS NO ROOM ANYWHERE EXCEPT UPON THE
OPEN, CROWDED DECK WHERE, STILL IN THEIR NIGHT CLOTHES, THEY WERE FORCED TO SIT ON LIFE
PRESERVERS OR EVEN ON POTATO SACKS.

WHAT HOPE THEY HAD THAT THE FLORIDA wouLD TAKE THEM TO SHORE WAS DASHED. THE VESSEL
WAS TAKING WATER AND HAD DEVELOPED A LIST. WHILE HER PUMPS WERE WORKING AND THERE WAS NO
DANGER AT PRESENT, SHE DARED NOT DRIVE AHEAD FOR FEAR THE WEAKENED BULKHEAD WOULD GIVE WAY.

HOUR AFTER HOUR THE ANXIiOUS CROWD HUDDLED ToceruséQQCOLo HUNGRY, THIRSTY AND MiISERABLE.
WHERE WAS THE RESCUE SHIP THAT HAD BEEN PROMISED? WoULD [T COME BEFORE THE ATLANTIC BLEW
UP A GALE TO BATTER THE FLORIDA AND SEND THEM TO THE BOTTOM?

THE BALTIC HAD BEEN BUT 65{MILES AWAY WHEN SHE RECEIVED THE CQD MESSAGE. TOWARDS NOON
SHE ARRIVED AT THE STATED POSITION AND FAILED TO LOCATE THE REPUBLIC. THERE ENSUED A FRUST-
TRATING GAME OF HOUND AND HARE-EVEN THOUGH THE HARE WAS DOING ALL SHE COULD TO BE CAUGHT.
IN THE BLANKETING FOG THERE CCULD BE NO SIGHTING OF EACH OTHER ON THE HORIZON3 IT WAS UP

- To CAPTAIN SEALBY TO GUIDE CAPTAIN RANSOM IN BY DIRECTIONS SENT THROUGH JACK BINNS' TIRED
FINGERS .

BECAUSE OF THE HEAVY FO0G, THE POSITIONS THAT FLASHED FROM THE REPUBLIC WERE DEAD
RECKONING POSITIONS. THE BALTIC HAD TO DETERMINE HER OWN POSITION BY THE SAME METHOD. THE
CURRENTS [N THE VICINITY WERE STRONG AND ERRATIC, GENERALLY ROTARY IN CHARACTER, REACHING
A VELOCITY OF FROM THREE TO FIVE KNOTS. UNDER SUCH CONDITIONS iT 1S HARDLY STRANGE THAT THE
BALTIC--KEEPING HER NOSE TO THE SCENT AND RUNNING AGAIN AND AGAIN TO THE PLACE WHERE THE
REPUBLIC SHoOuLD BE-FOUND ONLY MORE FOG. ALL THROUGH THE AFTERNOON AND AS NIGHT CAME ON,

THE BALTIC, FOLLOWING EACH NEW DIRECTION SENT BY THE REPUBLIC, KEPT UP THE SEARCH, CROSSING
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AND RECROSSING A SMALL SEGMENT OF THE SEA.

IT WAS AND AGGRIVATING, POSSIBLY TRAGIC GAME. BOTH CREWS BEGAN TO wonneafar,THEY
WOULD MAKE CONTACT IN TIME. FOoR THE REPUBLIC, HER MESSAGES GETTING WEAKER AND WEAKER,
STATED THAT SHE WAS SINKING. i 3es

THEN BINNS TAPPED 0uT3 'HAVE PICKED UP NANTUCKET SUBMARINE BELL NORTH-NORTHEAST.
SOUNDINGS 35 FATHOMS .M ; !

AFTER THAT CAPTAIN RANSOM TURNED BACK WHENEVER HE FOUND HIS SHIP BEYOND THE (7 MILE
RANGE OF THE NANTUCKET BELL OR GETTING INTO MORE THAN 35 FATHOMS OF WATER. MEANTIME HE KEPT
WHISTLES BLOWING, BELLS RINGING, AND ROCKETS BURSTING IN HOPES THAT CONTACT MiGHT BE MADE
THROUGH SOUND. Sl R

AT LONG LAST CAPTAIN SEALBY WIRELESSED: !WE HEARD YOUR WHISTLE BUT: IT ASxﬂbw.pUT OF
RANGE . *! : A S

THE BALTIC IMMEDIATELY TURNED BACK. [T WAS THE RIGHT MOVE, FOR SEALBY'S NEXT MESSAGE
SAIDs '""YOU ARE GETTING LOUDER. KEEP STEERING EAST-SOUTHEAST.!" AND AGAIN THE REPUBLIC'S
CAPTAINg "THERE 1S A BOMB BEARING NORTHWEST FROM ME. KEEP FIRING.' THENS!STEER NORTHEAST
AT ONCE.! ;W R T

AND FINALLY, TRIUMPHANTLYS Y0oU ARE VERY CLOSE NOW, RIGHT ABEAM, COME CAREFULLY.
YOU ARE ON OUR PORT SIDE. HAVE SEEN YOUR ROCKET.! A R

'

S0 DID HOUND AND HARE COME TOGETHER AT 73 30 PoMo. SO THICK WAS THE FOG THAT EVEN AT
100 FEET ALL THE BALTIC CREW COULD MAKE OUT WAS THE DIM GLIMMER OF A KEROSENE suns LIGHT
ON THE REPUBLIC. '

THE BALTIC THEN WORKED TO TAKE OFF THE REPUBLIC'S CREW, EXCEPT FOR CAPTAIN SEALBY
AND A FEW STANDBYS. SHE TOOK OFF T0O, THE SHIP'S“B000 sSACKS OF MAIL. THEN SHE PROCEEDED
To THE FLORIDA TO RESCUE HER FREIGHT OF UNCOMFORTABLE HUMAN BEEINGSo.o. ALL NIGHT LONG THE
LIFEBDATS PLIED BACK AND FORTH UNDER THE BALTIC'S SEARCHLIGHTS, BRINGING ALL PASSENGERS
FROM THE FLORIDA, PLUS TWO SEAMEN WHO HAD BEEN INJURED.

TOWARD MORNING THE FOG LIFTED A LITTLE TO REVEAL THAT OTHER SHIPS, RESPONDING TO THE
DISTRESS MESSAGE, HAD ARRIVED AND WERE STANDING BY=-THE WHALEBACK SHiP CITY OF EVERETT, THE
AMERICAN LINER NEW YORK, THE BRITISH LINER FURNESSIA, THE FRENCH SHIP LA LORRAHNE THE CUNARD
LINE'S LUCANIA AND THE REVENUE CUTTERS GRESHAM ANDSENECA.

SOME OF THESE, SEEING THAT RESCUE OF THE PEOPLE HAD BEEN EFFECTED, WENT ON THEIR .
WAY. THE NEW YORK REMAINED AND CONVOYED THE FLORIDA TO PORT, WHILE THE CUTTERS 'AND THE
FURNESSIA PUT LINE ON THE REPUBLIC IN AN ATTEMPT TO TOW HER TO SHORE. BUR AS THEY PROCEEDED
THE WALLOWING LINER TOOK MORE AND MORE WATER, AND AT 8330 SUNDAY NIGHT WENT TO THE ‘BOTTOM,
ONLY CAPTAIN SEALBY AND HIS SECOND OFFICER, Rodo WILLIAMS, BOTH GAME TO THE ENDy WERE ABOARD
HER AT THE TIME, AND THEY WERE PICKED UP FROM THE SEA BY THE GRESHAM.

IN NEW YORK AND ALL ALONG THE NORTH ATLANTIC SEABOARD, THE WHOLE POPULACE HUNG ON THE
NEWS OF THE RESCUE UNTIL THE ELECTRIFYING WORD SPREAD THAT EVERYONE WOULD REACH SHORE SAFE-
LY. WHEN THE BALTIC DOCKED IN NEW YORK, RESCUED AND RESCUERS WERE MET BY JOYOUS M@BS. WHEN
CAPTAIN SEALBY, MATE WILLIAMS AND OPERATOR BINNS CAME [N ON THE SﬁNECAy THEY WERE GIVEN A
AYSTERICAL WELCOME=-SEALBY CARRIED ALONG THE WATERFRONT BY CHEERING CREW. MEMBERS, WILLIAMS
HAND WRUNG AND HIS BACK SLAPPED. ke A
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BUT IT WAS MODEST, ABASHED MARCONI OPERATOR BINNS WHO WAS THE HERO OF THE HOUR. HE
WAS KISSED BY FERVID WOMEN, FOLLOWED THROUGH THE STREETS BY WORSHIPFUL BOYS, EXTOLLED BY
THE PRESS AND EVEN ON THE FLOOR OF CONGRESS. '

THREE MEABSL;MIER, IN CONNECTION WITH THE TITANIC DISASTER, THERE WAS TO BE MUCH
DAMNING OF WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY, BUT THIS WAS IT'S DAY OF TRIUMPH. THE POPULAR, HEARTFELT
SENTIMENT WAS EXPRESSED BY A GRATEFUL PASSENGER WHO CRIED, "LONG LIVE JACK BINNS AND THE
WiRELESS 1™ s i -

DID THE OLD REGENERATIVE RECEIVERS RADIATE?
By W3B0, PAuL G. WATSON

IN THE EARLY SPRING OF 1923, | WAS SENT TO SAVANNAH, GEORGIA BY THE U.S, SHIPPING
BOARD AS RADIO SUPERVISOR OF THE SOUTH ATLANTIC DISTRICT, TO RELIEVE FRED HiLL, 4GL wHO
WAS ONE OF THE FIRST BIG CW SIGNALS ON THE AIR. BEING A BACHELOR AT THE TIME, | SECURED
A ROOM ON THE 5TH FLOOR OF THE YMCA IN SAVANNAH, AND SETTLED DOWN TO THE USUAL BORED
EXISTANCE WHICH GOES WITH SUCH LIVING. SOON MADE THE ACQUAINTANCE OF %JiMmMy! HoDGE, 4BY,
AND FREQUENTLY SPENT WEEK-ENDS ON THE AIR FROM HIS STATION. o .

FOR MY OWN LISTENING, | MADE A SINGLE CIRCUIT "WEAGANT! REGENERATIYE RECEIVER. THIS
RECEIVER HAD A DETECTOR AND ONE STAGE OF AUDIO USING WESTERN ELECTRIC ?°J% TUBES. NO ANTENNAS
WERE PERMITTED ON THE ROOF OF THE YMCA, SO TWO WIRES WERE HUNG, WITH WEIGHTS ON THE ENDS,
FROM EACH END OF THE WINDOW SILL, AND ALLOWED TO DROP DOWN TO WITHIN |0 FEET OF THE GROUND,
FROM THE 5TH FLOOR.

RECEPTION WAS MARVELOUS, BUT HODGE 4BY PUT THE BITE ON AND SAID THAT SOME DUMB SO AND
SO WAS JAMMING HIM EVERY TIME HE MADE A CONTACT, AND FURTHER, (T NEVER HAPPENED WHEN [ WAS
AT HIS STATION. TO SETTLE THE ISSUE, | RIGGED A KEY IN THE 45 vorLT '""B" PLUS LEAD, AND GAVE
HIM A CALL. HE CAME RIGHT BACK WITH A ''Loun! AND "'STEADY!" REPORT. HE WAS A GOOD THREE MILES
FROM MY LOCATION. TWO OTHER AMATEURS [N THE CITY WERE ALSO '"WORKED'' THAT NIGHT. | USED THE .
CALL ASSIGNED TO ME HERE,3BV, IN THESE TRANSMIAAIONS.

ON AuGUST 22, 1923 | LEFT SAVANNAH FOR A BRIEF LEAVE ‘AT HOME HERE (N WEST CHESTER, s
AND ON MY ARRIVAL FOUND A 'QSL' cARD FROM 9CBD, INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA, SAYING THAT HE HEARD
3BV cALLING 4BYon AuGusT 20, 1923 AT 10301 P.M., CST; "AuDIBILITY-VERY QSA, TONE GOOD,
CHARACTER STEADY.'' | HAD cALLED 4BY AND SIGNED 3BV oN THIS RECEIVER AT 11300 P.M., EST,
AuGusT 20, 1923, AND MTALKED!" WITH HIM ABOUT MY LEAVE. AT THAT TIME | HAD ONLY AN oLD 45
WITH DUE CORRECTION FOR CST AND EST, HE HAD DEFINATELY HEARD MY ‘'HOWL ING' RECEUVER FROM
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA TO INDIANAPOLIS, [NDIANA.

| WROTE A LETTER To 9CBD (MR. PHILIP R. KENNEDY) AND RECEIVED A LETTER IN REPLY
FURTHER CONFIRMING THIS RECEIPT OF THE 3BV SIGNAL, ACTUALLY ORIGINATING IN SAVANNAH, GEORGIZ
AT THE TIME. THIS CARD AND LETTER ARE ON FILE HERE. ALL THIS WAS ON ABOUT (90 METERS AS l.f}.
RECOLLECT, OR IT MAY HAVE BEEN A LITTLE HIGHER [N FREQUENCY. 1 :

GENERALLY, IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT DURING WORLD WAR |, USING THE LONG WAVE RscsuvsRsp
SUCH A STUNT WAS COMMON BETWEEN SHIPS A FEW MILES APART, AND SOMETIMES TO THE DETRIMENT OF
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THE SHIPS! SAFETY, FOR THESE SIGNALS COULD BE PICKED UP BY GERMAN SUBS DIRECTION FINDERS,
PARTICULARLY AT NIGHT.

PERHAPS A MODERN RESULT FROM SOMETHING LIKE THIS IS THE CAUSE OF THE *lUNMODULATED
CARRIER'" WHICH DROPS ON ALL OF US FROM TIME TO TIME, ORIGINATING [N A REGENERATIVE RECEIVER
OF SOME NOVICE WHO IS USING HOME-MADE GEAR TO GET STARTED. HE DOES'NT KNOW IT SO YOU GET
THE '"'WORKS!" FROM HIS RADIATION,

PAuL W3B0

I'LL BET A PINT OF 90 PROOF VOLTS THAT EVERY ONE OF US HAVE BEEN AN OFFENDER MANY, MANY
TIMES. SOME OF US KNOWINGLY AND SOME EXPERIMENTALLY AS DID PAUL. (EEC)

A PRO FOOTBALL PLAYER WAS FINED $100 BY HIS COACH FOR BREAKING TRAINING., HE HAD GONE

TO A PARTY THE NIGHT BEFORE THE BIG GAME. ,
"DON'T THINK | DON'T KNOW ABOUT THAT HOTEL EPISODE IN DETROIT!, THE MANAGER ROARED.
YYOU'RE WAY OFF'', RETORTED THE HUSKY HALFBACK. “THERE AINT No HoTEL EPiIsoDE IN DETROIT',

GETTING OLDER ISN'T SO BAD---WHEN ONE THINKS OF THE ALTERNATIVE!  (MAURICE CHEVALIER)

THE FOLLOWING LETTER FROM GEORGE HOFFER, W2AVG WAS INTENDED FOR A PREVIOUS [SSUE BUT
IN SOME MANNER WAS OVERLOOKED. |T 1S TOO GOOD TO OMIT AND IS THEREFOR BELATEDLY QUOTED.

LO4 MELROSE STREET, ROTTERDAM 6, N.Y.
FEBRUARY 4TH, 1962
DEAR EARL:
MANY THANKS FOR YOUR LETTER OF 1/28/62, IN REFERENCE TO MY MIXED UP LETTER.
To W2EG. AS | RELATED, THEY WERE SOME THOUGHTS THAT CAME TO MIND AFTER READING THE DECEMBER
1961 1ssuE oF THE BLABBER MOUTH.

UNFORTUNATELY, | TOOK A BAAAD TIME TO WRITE IT3 WHEN | WAS ON THE MiD-8 TRICK OF wéy
MAKING LIKE A ONE MAN SHOw AND | DO MEAN ONE MAN SHOW WHEN WE OPERATE THE 50 KW RiIG AND PLAY
FUNNY GRAPH RECORDS FROM |2 Mip 10 5:30 A.M. WEEK DAYS AND FROM MiD To 7330 A.M. oN SUNDAYS.

KEEPING ACCURATE LOGS FOR EVERY SINGLE RECORD To THE SECOND oF TIME 1S NO PICNIC IN
ITSELF3 AND TRYING TO WRITE AN nNTsﬁ;uGENT AND INTERESTING LETTER AT THE SAME TIME IS OF
NO HELP. SO, INSTEAD OF KEEPING THREE TYPEWRITERS UP TO THE MINUTE AND SECOND, -YOU CAN
WELL APPRECIATE THE FOURTH!!!! :

As 10 I4.295 Kcs. DOGGONE IT , | HAVEN'T BEEN ON 20 METERS IN A LONG TIME, AND FOR
THAT MATTER, NOT ON 80 METERS AS | USTA. SEEMS TOO MANY (RONS IN THE FIRE AND NQT ENOUGH
FIRE. ANOTHER THING--} NOTE IN THE LISTING OF OOTC, SOMEHOW, | GOT LISTED AS HAVING FIRED
UP IN 1908. THIS 1S IN ERROR..BUT RATHER ABOUT THE TIME MY POPPA AND UNCLE FIRED UP HAM

’ RADIO,
¥ WHILE | WAS SLIGHTLY INTERESTED AS A VERY YOUNG KID ABOUT THAT TIME, | COULDN!T SAY
IN FACT THAT | COULD QUALIFY EARLIER THAN 1915 OR SO..WHEN IN A VERY POOR WAY | FIRST .
OPERATED A TELEGRAPH KEY TO TALK!® TO A COUPLE OF FRIENDS OF MY POPPA'S THAT WERE IN DR.
CHARLES P. STEINMETZ'S LABORATORY AT THAT TIME, AND LIVED WITIN ONE MILE OF OUR HOUSE,

USING 7SPARK COIL TRANSMITTERS.
@



Syark-Gayp Times

.
.

_=-,,_,=__-,=,==_,_=-=_=,-,,--,,,-:mﬂ:-=mo===,====-,,===”°=-=,==°c==,p=,_ _______ hmes
NUMBER 9 ‘ | "JUNE, 1962 “PAGE 10
' i ONE OF THE NEIGHBORS..LONG SINCE DECEASED WAS ONE-GF THE THOMAS EDISON PIONEERS..

AND 'THE FAR END OF HIS’ ANTENNA VERY NEARLY REACHED THE FAR END OF MY POPPA’S... MAYBE

THEY WOULDA DONE BETTER IF THEY CONNECTED THE Two gnps!! BUT THEN THAT WOULDA BEEN CHEAT-

IIG‘S':"_." 4

3 _,‘lJ
THIS GROUP OF AMATEURS (N THE VERY EARLY DAYS (N AND AROUND SCHENACTADY, IN

GOOD SHARE EITHER WORKED FOR GENERAL ELECTRIC, UNnION COL&ﬁGE 08" RENSALAER POLYWECH, AT .

TROY, N.Y., AND SEEMED TO COME UNDER TWO GENERAL GROUPSOOOTaE#EeuENTnsrs AND“EDucAToasp

OR THE KIDS AND POPPAS OF THOSE WHO USUALLY DID THE pﬁTumi'WGPK, ANdﬂ*JMEAN PREVIOUS TO

WORLD. WAR”[ MoST OF THE OLDER FOLKS HAVE PASSED ON;opert o 5t il

cand e A = A 250

vl e ONE OF THE EDUCATORS [ HAVE [N MIND, NAS Dﬂo ELMER; H&FﬁﬁﬁN WHO RECENTLY. BiED AT
THE AGE "OF g9 YEARS. HOFFMAN, WHEN | FIRST KNEW M- WAS & wasﬂcs BROFESEOR- Aﬁa ASSISTANT
PRINCIPLE OF SENENACTADY HiGs ScHOOL (N THE EA&LY 20s. ELMER .WRS & MERY BRILLUIANT AND
ABLE TEACHER AS WELL ‘AS HAVING SPENT SOME TIME (N THE GENERAL ELE@Téuc §555ARGH Lass.
..AS TO HAM RADIO, HE FIRED UP ONE OF THE FIRST Hu@a SCHOOL HAN &amn@s AROUND (906 OR
1908 &y, Jouusrowng NOYO :

THEN THERE WAS PR chLnage QF DRAWN TUNGSTEM, VACUUM Tus@ AND X=RAY FAME. .o
DRr. EowoF ALEXANDERSON yuﬁu HUNDREDS OF PATENTS INCLUDING THE HIGH FREQUENCY ALTERNATOR
@ma MANY evusasooovwgv 'ALL PLAVEQ' AN RADIO. [N THIS GROUP SHOULD BE INCLUDED SAMUEL
P sﬂxnanFOO°SAM 18 wu@ o= HOLDER’QF THE ALEXANDERSON PATENT OM THE HF ALTERNATOR.. o
sgn 1S NOT ONLY A PRENCE 0¢ A FELLOW BUT STILL KEEW MIMDED WHEN | VISITED-HIM LAST
sunngmo SM WAS AN AC‘MWE HAMo o cMOSTLY COMMUNICATING WITH _HIS-SEF SAR Juzo wio | THINK .
ns uov A :uo STAR AonugﬁL ﬂﬂ THE U8, Nﬁﬁif_”,.ww—

v. et
— =

" 8AM SR. SHOWED ME HIS FANTASTIC FILES OF DOPE THAT WENT INTO THE DEVELOPMENT
OF THE-HF ALTERNATOR.. | NEVER REALIZED THE AMAZING AMOUNT OF WORK THAT WENT INTO THE
PROJECT TO MAKE IT PRACTICALoooIT FILLS UP TWO LARGE FILING CABINETS...LUBRICATION,

" BEARINGS, ALLOYS, ETCo.y; ETCoy ETCooaAND YE? SHMPLE ﬂN 7NEORY IT WAS INDEED.
A

-
L 4
“, RS

| wisH | couLD GET WIS Pznnus@vow TO PRGNT THE#WEAL STORY BEHIND THE PATENTS .o ;

THE PERSONALITIES AND ABILITIES OF ARMSTRONG, DR, PUPHN»AALEXANIEReON AND FRED KLEnNSCHMnDM
DEFOREST ETC., AND HIS STORY OF ONE OF THE EARLY RE/A JEE MEETINGS ON THE DISCUSSION AND
DEMONSTRATION OF THE AUDIO MODULATION OF ‘THE ALEXANDERSON ALTERNATOR IN NEW YORK CITY IN
THE EARLY 19208 OR EARLIERocooo ﬂT MAKES A VERY, VERY INTERESTING STORY. $AM WAS THEREooo

& THEN TOO, | DO WISH THAT OUR 00T WARREN FoRD; W2GTB, wWouLD F(ND Tﬁha IN HIS
Buay SCHEDULE TO TELL THE STORY OF WHEN HE, SAM NIXDORFF AND OTHERS ATTEMPTE® TO CARRY ’
ON RELIABLE COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO GENERAL ELECTRIC PLANTS AT SCHENACTADY AND
PITTSFIELD; MASSc.o..USING AS HIGH AS (00 KW AND COULDN'T RELIABLY HAVE A cunAunv oF
60 MILES. AsS | RECALL, THIS WAS AROUND (914,

| DO RECALL THAT THERE WAS AN ENORMOUS ANTENNA STRECHED BETWEEN TWO LAB. BUILD=-
INGS ABOUT A HALF MILE APARToo..SEEMS THAT THE WIRES WERE ALUMINUM, WRAPPED AROUND STEEL
ROPEcoo TWO WIRES FLAT TOFPo.o.o ABOUT |00 FEET APART OMN STEEL SPREAPERS...TWO STEEL TOWERS
ATOP ATOP SEVEN STORY FACTORY BUILDINGS SO THAT THE HIGH ENDS WERE MAYBE 250 FEET HIGH..
AND | RECALL THAT THE COUNTERWEIGHT MUSTA WEIGHED SEVERAL TONS...MAYBE WARREN FORD wiLL
SOME OF THESE DAYS WRITE UP THE STRAIGHT STORY. (How ABOUT 1T WARREN?)

THERE MUST BE MANY, MANY MORE STORIES OF THESE DAYS |F ONE COULD ggmgnaga AND
TELL THE STORIES WITHOUT HURTING ANYONE ELSE. THEY WOULD MAKE FOR VERY INTERESTING READ-
ING AND ALL ARE A PART OF RADIO HISTORY..| RECALL HEARING MANY FIRST AND SECOND HANDED
IN THE EARLY DAYS HERE AT GENERAL ELECTRIC AND IN THE EARLY AND MIDDLE 1920s wHEN [
wWAs AT RCA, .84-66 BROAD STREET, NEW YORK CiTY. '
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ONE OF THE STORIES CIRCULATING AROUND RCA THEM THAR DAYS WAS ON HOW SAM??
COWDEN, SUPERVISOR OF AMERICAN MARcCON! (RCA) oNCE FIRED DAVE SARNOFF... PERSONALITIES
YOU KNOWooo WAS AN INTERESTING STORY...WONDER HOW MUCH OF IT WAS TRUE?..0ONE CAN GET
MANY STORIES BY READING THE BOOKS OF FESSENDEN AND DEFOREST...l HAVE BOTH.

IT's BEEN MY BELIEF FOR YEARS THAT EVERY MAN AND HOUSE HAS A STORY...AND HAVE
SPENT A LIFETIME [N ACCUMULATING THE STORIES...HAVE THOUSANDS OF PAGES OF TYPED NOTES ON
THE HISTORY OF THE MoHOCK AND HUDSON RIVER VALLEYS...SINCE BOTH MY WIFE AND MY FOLKS
WERE AMONG THE EARLIEST SETTLERS WAY BACK IN THE EARLY |600S AND WE HAVE FUN CHASING
FAMILY SKELETONS..THEN TOO WE UNCOVER MANY VERY EARLY HAMS..LONG SINCE FORGOTTEN.

GOT MANY INTERESTING STORIES FROM DECEASED HAROLD K. BERGMAN..(SWAN |SLAND),
A KID IN WESTCHESTER COUNTY, N.Y... HAL WAS AN EARLY HAM AROUND WIZE'S NEIGHBORHO0OD..
HE WAS A SEAGOING OPERATOR COASTWISE...UNITED FRUIT, INTERCITY RADIO AND RCA...AND TOLD
MANY INTERESTING STORIES ABOUT CENTRAL AMERICA AND SHIPPING AND THE FRUIT BUSINESS.
LATER, HAL WENT UP TO ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY AND BECAME CHIEF OPERATOR OF THEIR BROAD-
CASTING STATION UNDER OWEN D. YOUNG..AND WAS ACTIVE IN THEIR EARLY EXPERIMENTS SUCH AS
SINGLE SIDE BANDoooWITH CHARLEY YOUNG..CHARLEY WAS STILL ACTIVE LAST | KNEW OF HIM.o
WITH HIS ULTRAFAX..0R A BIZ WHERE HE CAN TRANSMIT AND RECE!IVE HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF
WORDS PER MINUTEooo. BY THE WAY.o.HIS BROTHER WAS UNTIL RECENTLY AMBASSADOR OF ONE OF THE
SCANDINAVIAN COUNTRIES.o

MR. YOUNG IS ONE OF THE VERY FEW REMAINING OF THE 0LD GE EXECUTIVES WITH GE

AND THE OLD LEAGUE OF NATIONS.o.o.HE STILL LIVES ON A BEAUTIFUL FARM IN THE HILLSj THE

. HOME OF H}S ANCESTORS THAT FIRST SETTLED THERE AS OLD SCHECTADIANS AND PALATINES WHO
SETTLED DOWN THE HUDSON AND LATER AT SCHOHARIE VALLEY IN THE VERY EARLY [700s.

IF YOU LIKE HISTORY, READ JOHN VROOMAN'S "THE PROMISED LAND'". VROOMAN IS OF MY
WIFE'S FAMILY, AND DEALS WITH THE EARLY PALATINES TROUBLES...ANYHOW, MR. YOUNG IS A
DEGCENDANT OF THESE EARLY SETTLERS AND HAS DONE WONDERS WITH HIS SMALL HOME TOWN. HE
BUILT A BEAUTIFUL SCHOOL, LIBRARY AND A PARK OF NATIVE FIELDSTONE..AS HIS OFFICE iS§
BUILToooBLENDS BEAUTIFULLY INTO THE COUNTRYSIDE OF THIS LITTLE VILLAGE OF VAN HORNSVILLE
NoYoo NAMED AFTER ONE OF HIS PIONEERING ANCESTORS. ; £

MR. YOUNG IS A VERY OLD MAN NOW..MUST BE WELL INTO HIS NINETIES AND WAS A VERY
GOOD FRIEND OoF ouR 00T, HENRY BROUGHTON, K2AEN NOW SIiLENT KEY., AND HANK WAS NO SPRING
CHICKEN HIMSELF..WELL INTO HIS NINETIES WHEN HE BECAME SILENT KEY SEVERAL YEARS AGO.

' K

YES; IT'S ALL A PART OF HISTORY...RADIO AND OTHERWISEAND IT'S TO BE NOTED THAT
A GOOD SHARE OF HISTORY THAT COMES TO US THIS DAY IS BASED ON RECORDS AND LETTERS...O0F
COURSE NOWADAYS AND IN THE FUTURE, ONE CAN GET THE FILES OF NEWSPAPERS TO WRITE A STORY.
SO BLABBER MOUTH (Now SPARK-GAP TIMES), CAN WELL BECOME A PART OF HISTORY ITSELF..YOU
KNOW, WE WON'T BE AROUND TOO MANY YEARS.c.. : :

LAST YEAR, | MET A VERY INTERESTING MAN AT STATTEN [SLAND..WE WERE HISTORY
CHASINGoooFOUND OUT HE WAS AN OLD TIME RADIO MAN...EDSTOR OF OLD NEWSPAPER COLUMNS ON
HOW TO BUILD CRYSTAL SETS, ONE TUBERS ETCoo..PRESENTLY WRITING A STORY ON NicoLA TESLA..
SHOULD BE [N PRINT ONE OF THESE DAYS..FORGET HIS NAME AND | DONT HAVE MY NOTEBOOK.. WE
HAD A SWELL RAG CHEW OF THE OLD DAYS OF RADIO..WE SPENT A COUPLE OF DAYS AROUND N.Y.C.,
LonG |SLAND A#D NEW JERSEY.o.LOOKING OVER OLD RADIO STATION SITES..AND OF COURSE HIiSTORY
' AND GRAVEYARD CHASING..TRIED TO COVER TOO MUCH IN TOO SHORTA TIME AS DOES THIS LETTER.

ANYHOW, , ,HAVE FUN, BE HAPPY,
SINCERELY,
GEORGE M. HOFFER, W2AVG &
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SENSE AND NONSENSE

ONE NIGHT A YOUNG BOY,TOOK THE GIRL NEXT DOOR INTO THE WOODS, AND WHEN QUESTIONED ABOUT
IT BY HIS PARENTS, CONFESSED THAT HE HAD BEEN A BAD, BAD BOY. '"'"YOU DID WRONG, SON'' SAID HIS
MOTHER, !'"BUT YOUY TOLD THE TRUTH AND BECAUSE OF THAT | SHALL REWARD YOU WITH SOME COOKIES.

THE FOLLOWING NIGHT THE SAME THING HAPPENED. AGAIN HIS MOTHER TOLD HIM HE HAD DONE
WRONG BUT BECAUSE HE WAS TRUTHFUL SHE GAVE HIM SOME COOKI!ES. ON THE THIRD NIGHT HISTORY WAS
REPEATING ITSELF WHEN HIS FATHER LEFT THE ROOM. ''WHERE ARE YOU GOING PA?'' ASKED HIS WIFE.

W] 'M GOING INTO THE KITCHEN TO FRY A FEW EGGS, THE LAD CAN'T KEEP THAT UP ON COOKIES',

A MAN AND HIS LITTLE GIRL WERE AMONG THE PASSENGERS IN AN OVERCROWDED SLEVATOR. SuD-
DENLY A LADY STANDING IN FRONT OF THE MAN TURNED AROUND AND SLAPPED HIM. BEFORE HE HAD A
CHANCE TO ASK WHY HE DESERVED SUCH TREATMENT, THE WOMAN LEFT IN A HUFF. THE LITTLE GIRL HOW-
EVER INNOCENTLY EXPLAINED THE WHOLE INCIDENT BY SAYING, 'l DON'T LIKE HER EITHER DADDY. SHE
STEPPED ON MY TOE, SO | PINCHED HER.!

NLET'S WALK OVER BY THE OLD MiLL", THE SCOFFERS SAID IT COULDN'T BE DONEooo

''o,,]'M AFRAID IF WE DO YOU'LLooo' AND THE ODDS WERE SO GREAT, WHO WOULDN'T?
MINo HONESTLY | woN'y." BuT | TACKLED THE JOB THAT COULDN'T BE DONE.o.
"OH, WELL, WHAT'S THE USE THEN?! AND WHAT DO YOU KNOW? IT couLDN'T! .

- o 0 D S D G = D S G D e D - S e D D e D CD D e D e D O D e e e D O e O OB e O e D G5 e e en & e on

AT THE BREAKFAST TABLE, GRANDFATHER LISTENED WITH GROWING INDIGNATION AS THE FAMILY
TOLD ABOUT THE HEAVY RAIN, LIGHTENING AND THUNDER OF THE PREVIOUS NIGHT.

FINALLY HE COULD STAND IT NO LONGER. '"WHY DIDN'T YOU WAKEN ME?''" HE DEMANDED. "You
KNOW | CAN'Y SLEEP DURING A STORM,!

Fededededricledevrlale Il

TRAFFiC CoPs '"USE YOUR NOODLE, LADY! USE YOUR NOODLE.'
LADYs " My GooDNESS! WHERE 1S 1T? |'VE PUSHED AND PULLED EVERYTHING IN THE CAR."

A PRO FOOTBALL PLAYER WAS FINED $100 BY HIS COACH FOR BREAKING TRAINING., HE HAD GONE
TO A PARTY THE NIGHT BEFORE THE BIG GAME.,

"DON'T THINK | DON'T KNOW ABOUT THAT HOTEL EPISODE IN DETROIT'" THE MANAGER ROARED.
"YOU'RE WAY OFF!'" RETORTED THE HUSKY HALFBACK. '"THERE AIN'T No HOTEL EP1SODE IN DETROIT."

PRICES FORs .
100 LETTERHEADS -====ccceccaccccmccccmcacmccenmccemscecaneesncnmcacaenneane 32,00
250 GUMMED STAMPS (WiTH OLD OLD TIMERS CLUB SEAL ON IT)=-=ec=-=ceaceecceaao-=$1,00

LAPEL PIN, (EITHER PIN TYPE OR SCREW TYPE)--=c=--eccecccamcacmccaccaccco-a= $2.00 gn
OLD OLD TIMERS CLUB BLUE ( PAYMENT IN ADVANCE WILL BE A HELP)=-e=m===ac-=--$3,00 "
REPRODUCTION OF 1913 GOVERNMENT CALL BOOK--=-=c-coccccccccccccacnomecacaa---$2.00

ORDER DIRECT FROM SECY-TREAS. MR. EARL C. WiLLIAMS, W2EG--507 WAYSIDE ROAD, NEPTUNE, N.J..
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P 1913 GOVERNMENT CALL BOOK LIST

PRESENT NAME 1913 CALL PRESENT NAME 1913 CALL
CALL "CALL
WIAE GEORGE E. STERLING IAE WIAI OLin C. BROWN 1Al
WIAN CHESTER A. KENNEDY 1AC WIDIU SEBASTIAN GAHM 1JL
wiDQ HArRoLD C. BOWEN IKO Wi1GJ RicHARD M., DANIELS 1GJ
WIGY MALcoLM H. SMITH IGN WIHW HENRY T. MUNROE |HW
WIIH LAWRENCE S. BENNETT IHY WiV CLARK B. MERRILL IHO
WIJv FEARING PRATT 1JG WiLV IRVING E. CUTTING 9A|
WIMH GEORGE W. VAUGHAN 2MG WIPH EpwARD E. HAYWARD I JE
WIRL FrRANCIS W. DANE 1Ju WIRM ALAN W. BURKE IHI
WIRZ ALBERT E. Snow 1JF WITK JOHN E. WILKINSON IKN
WIUA HAROLD T.. HARGRAVES 1UA WIUE GEORGE H. JETTE IUE
WIVR THOMAS R. PENNYPACKER IKF K2BA HARRY M. ASH 2BA
K2BF WiLLIAM N. BAKER 2LU W2BM EARL HERMANCE 2BM
W2B0 M.A. MCINTIRE 2DF K2CR RicHARD D. ZUCKER 2DB
K2DZ PERCE B. CoLLISON 2KN - W2EG EARL C. WILLIAMS 2EA
W2FG CLARENCE H. PFEIFER 2FA W2IL TELFER C. COOPER 2DR
W2 JF AnNTON C. FREY 2JF W2LP LAWRENCE J. DUNN 2LM
W2MDB JOHN N. HERLAND 1JY W2WJ W. HoLLIS HOFFMAN 3BT
W2WL WALLACE H. LELAND 6WL W2WX RiICHARD S. EGOLF 2LE

2YGI ALFRED S. CRESSE 3BU W3BS KARL G. KRECH 2BR

3WP JosePH C. VAN HORN 3CM WLTY ROBERT S. FENIMORE SR. 3JU
WLVG STANLEY; G. SAULNIER 2KT W6AG GALE H. JOHNSON 7GJ
W6EA HowARD C. SEEFRED 6EA W6IN GEORGE T. DROSTE 2EU
Ké6I1S WALTER A. KOERBER 6WK W6 JF BENJAMIN B. JACKSON 2EX
weYl LARRY J. BARTON 6LB W7HF GEORGE D. WiLsoON 7GW
W70E HowARD S. PYLE 7HP w8DG DanteL C. McCoy 2HA
w8DJ EDMUND H. BREMER 8DG WIOWK CARROLL W. THOMAS 9AH
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VEIAG JOSEPH J. HOLMES

COMPILED FOR THE OLD OLD TIMERS CLUB

WiLLiAM B. GouLD
| JunE,

WINP
1962

MR. EARL C. WILLIAMS APRIL [l
507 WAyYsiIDE RoAD
NEPTUNE N.J.

DEAR EARL:

A LETTER OF INTEREST FROM PERCE COLLISON
ADDRESSED TO

FIRST | WANT TO THANK ALL THE OOTC MEMBERS WHO RESPONDED TO MY PLEA IN A RECENT
BLABBER MOUTH NEWS LETTER, FOR COPIES OF ELMER E. BUCHER'S B0OK, '""PRACTICAL WIRELESS TELE-
GRAPHY'', PUBLISHED IN |917 AS A TEXT BOOK TO BE USED IN THE ORIGINAL MARCONI SCHOOL FOR

WIRELESS OPERATORS IN NEW YORK.

MBYCH! |S THE DEAN OF ALL WIRELESS OPERATORS TRAINING SCHOOLS, BOTH FOR COMMERCIAL

AND" U.S. NAVY AND ARMY TRAINERS.
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To MY SURPRISE | RECEIVED A GREAT MANY ANSWERS AND OFFERS. | PROCURED SEVERAL OF
THESE BOOKS FOR MY FRIENDS. EVEN !BUCH! DID NOT KNOW WHERE TO GET THESE COPJES.

TH1S YEAR AMATEUR RADIQ ¢S CELEBRATING THE FIRST 50 YEARS OF LICENSED AMATEUR OPER-
ATION, AND IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT MR. BUCHER'S TRIBUTE To AMATEURS wAY BACK IN 1917
(1IN THE PREFACE OF "PRACTICAL WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY!') HAS BEEN INADVERTANTLY COPIED AND CONFIRM-
ED BY MANY OF OUR PRESENT DAY COMMERCIAL AND ARMED FORCES HIGH RANKING OFFICERS.

AS A MATTER OF NEWS TOo ALL OF THE OOTC GROUP WHO CAN TRACE THEIR LIVES BACK TO 2
1912, | REFER ALL HANDS. TO THE APRIL I1SSUE OF QST, PAGE 65, ADVISING ALL 'oLD TIMERS'" THAT
AT A GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY BANQUET To BE HELD IN NEW YOoRK CiTYy oN OctoBER |3TH 1962, iIN CON-
JUNCTION WITH THE Hubson DivistoNn CONVENTION, AND SPONSORED BY THE ARRL, IRE, QCWA, AFCEA,
AND THE SSB AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION. ALL OLD TIMERS WHO CAN PROVE THEY WERE LICENSED IN
1912, AND STILL HOLD AN AMATEUR RADIO LICENSE, WILL BE GIVEN SPECIAL AWARDS, WHETHER OR
NOT THEY ARE ACTUALLY ABLE TO ATTEND THIS BANQUET.

OUR MUTUAL AND OLD FRIEND JOHN DIBLASI--W2FX, PRESIDENT OF THE QCWA, 1S CHAIRMAN
OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE WHO WILL PROCESS THESE AWARDS. THERE ARE SEVERAL MEMBERS OF THE
00TC WHO SHOULD BE QUALIFIED FOR ONE OF THESE AWARDS. MAY | AGAIN SAY THAT BLABBER MOUTH
CERTAINLY DOES GET RESULTS.
WITH BEST 73,

SINCERELY, ; '

PrecE B. CoLLison K2DZ
9 LORRAINE DRIVE
EASTCHESTER, N.Y.

A BIT OF THIS AND A BIT OF THAT
By HowARD S." PYLE, !'YB! W70QE

AND:oooA GOOD WAY TO START (S TO OFFER A HEARTY HANS-SHAKE AND A CORDIAL CONDENSER
DISCHARGE TO WHOEVER CAME UP WITH THE NEW TITLE FOR OUR JOURNAL...NOW SPARK-GAP TIMES! | can %
JUST SMELL THE OZONE WHILE THE DISC IS THRNING AND THE SPARKS ARE FLASHING! THAT'S SO MucH
BETTER THAN THE PREVIOUS TITLE, ALTHOUGH AS "YE OLDE COPY BOY! ADVISES ME, | KINDA STARTED
SUMPIN' WITH A SUGGESTION THAT WE LOOK FOR A MORE DIGNIFIED TITLE. AT ANY RATE, WHOEVER
CAME UP WITH THE NEW TITLE DID AN EXCELLENT JO0B.:oMAYBE IT WAS YYE OLDE COPY BBY HIMSELF.!'

% ’;7‘{7;7‘\ e dedeveresedicedede o

THE OTHER DAY | HAD A LETTER FROM ONE OF MY EASTERN EDITORS WHICH ACCOMPANIED THE
RETURN (REJECTED) OF A MANUSCRIPT | HAD SENT HIM ON SOMETHING OR OTHER..l| DON'T REMEMBER
WHAT. (OH, YES; | GET REJECTIONS AS WELL AS ACCEPTANCES!). IN EFFECT THE LETTER SAID...
"'"SOME DAY | HOPE TO FIND OUT HOW SO MANY AUTHORS, LOCATED IN SUCH WIDELY SCATTERED AREAS
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, SEEM TO ALL SUBMIT ALMOST IDENTICAL ARTICLES AT ABOUT THE SAME TIME.'
HE WENT oN To SAY, ''SURE, YOU HAD AN EXCELLENT SUBJECT COVERING A VERY GOOD IDEA, BUT we HAD
ALREADY ACCEPTED PRACTICALLY THE SAME THING FROM ANOTHER WRITER AND HAVE TWO MORE SwBMlTTED
SINCE THEN!' | MENTION THIS BECAUSE WHEN THE LAST ISSUE oF "BLABBER MOUTH" APPEARED, | THOR-
OUGHLY ENJOYED READING GEORGE STERLING'S REMINISCENSES OF SOME OF HIS DAYS AS A RADIO ﬂnspec
OR IN THE oLD DEPT. OF COMMERCE, BUREAU OF NAVIGATION SET-UP.

THE SIGNIFICANT THING THAT STRUCK ME WAS THAT ABOUT A WEEK PREVIOUS TO GEORGE"S MOST
ENTERTAINING ARTICLE, | HAD MAILED BRUCE KELLEY, A PIECE WHICH RAN ALMOST ARM IN ARM WITH
GEORGE'S STORY! PARTICULARLY PARALLEL WAS THE INCIDENT OF THE ARC EQUIPMENT} BRUCE!‘tSHOULD
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HAVE HIS "OLD TIMERS BULLETIN' IN THE MAIL SHORTLY AND WHICH WILL CARRY MY LITTLE SQUIB. YOU
WHO RECEIVE THE OT BULLETIN WiLL SEE WHAT | MEAN WHEN YOU READ IT; IF YOU AREN'T A SUBSCRIBER
BETTER DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT...LOT'S OF GOOD MEAT IN EVERY ISSUE; SIMPLY WRITE BRUCE KELLEY,
MAIN STREET, HoLcoMB, N.Y., AND GET A SAMPLE AND THE DOPE.

MOST OF YOU ARE FAMILIAR WITH ANOTHER ''BEAR' WHICH APPARENTLY | GRABBED BY THE TAIL
IN PICKING UP ToM APPLEBY'S W3AX, SUGGESTION MADE CASUALLY, THAT [T WOULD BE INTERESTING TO
KNOW WHO WAS THE FIRST LICENSED U.S. AMATEUR. BOY! AFTER SUGGESTING IN MY COLUMN, ''RANDOM
RADIATION! N WESTERN RADIO AMATEUR MAGAZINE, THAT WE DO A BIT OF RESEARCH ALONG THESE LINES,
I'"VE BEEN SWAMPED WITH MAIL! INTENSELY INTERESTING DATA HAS BEEN UNCOVERED BUT THE FILE IS
THICKER THAN | CAN HANDLE. ACTUALLY, IT LOOKS LIKE A JOB FOR AN ORGANIZATION TO TACLLE,
RATHER THAN AN INDIVIDUAL. O0OTC couLD MAYBE HANDLE IT, OR QCWA., MAYBE BRUCE KELLEY'S
OLD TIMERS SET-UP.. JIM STEGNERS' RADIO GUILD OF AMERICA OR SIMILAR GROUP., IT WILL BE ALL
WORK AND WILL ALL tg VOLUNTARY BUT IF ANYONE CAN DIG UP ONE OR MOREVOLUNTEERS TO WORK ON IT,
I'LL GLADLY FORWARD THE COMPLETE FILES TO DATE.

RAT&Q% THAN RISK GETTING MY STUBBY NECK ANY FURTHER OUT WITH MORE SUGGESTIONS WHICH
MIGHT BACK-FIRE, |'LL PULL OUT FOR THIS ISSUE AND LET YOU GUYS MULL OVER THE ABOVE. AGAIN
THOUGH, | WANT TO REPEAT CONGRATULATIONS ON THE NEW NAME '"'SPARK-GAP TIMES'' AND CAN SEE NO
REASON WHY IT SHOULD NOT CONTINUE TO BE THE SUCCESS THAT IT'S PREDECESSOR, ''BLABBER MOUTH"
HAS BEEN. '1730

. THE TEXAN RUSHED UP TO THE TICKET COUNTER AT AN AIRPORT TERMINAL. "GIVE ME A TICKET
ON THE NEXT PLANE.'
"WHERE TO SIR?".... ANYWHERE ,SONy, ANYWHERE. |'VE GOT BUSINESS ALL OVER.!

LITTLE oLD LADY TO INCOME TAX CLERL: '] DO HOPE YOU'LL GIVE MY MONEY TO SOME NICE
COUNTRY,

JUDGES "GIVE YOUR NAME, OCCUPATION AND THE CHARGE AGAINST YOU.!®
PRISONERs *MY NAME 1S SPARKS, |'M AN ELECTRICIAN;, AND THE CHARGE [S BATTERY.!

TWO LADIES WHO HAD NOT SEEN EACH OTHER FOR A LONG TIME MET ON THE STREET.
Y0H, MARY,!" EXCLAIMED ONE. 'S0 MANY THINGS HAVE HAPPENED TO ME SINCE | SAW YOU LAST. |'VE HAD
ALL MY TEETH TAKEN OUT...AND A NEW STOVE AND REFRIGERATOR PUT I[N.!!

_THREE GATES OF GOLD

IF YOou ARE TEEPTED TO REVEAL AND IF, TO REACH YOUR LIPS AT LAST,
A TALE SOMEONE TO YOU HAS TOLD IT PASSES THROUGH THESE GATEWAYS THREE,
ABOUT ANOTHER, MAKE IT PASS THEN YOU TELL THE TALE, NOR FEAR
BEFORE YOU SPEAK, THREE GATES OF GOLD. WHAT THE RESULT OF SPEECH MAY BE.
THREE NARROW GATES: FIRST, '"Is T TRUE?" SENT iN BY HARRY L. STEFAN WBRHZ.,
THEN, "Is 1T NEEDFUL?'"' IN YOUR MIND THANKS HARRY. THE OTHER MATERIAL WILL
GIVE TRUTHFUL ANSWER. AND THE NEXT ALSO BE USED IN FUTURE ISSUES OF
' . IS LAST AND NARROWEST, ™IS IT KIND?Y SPARK-GAP TIMES. YE OLDE COPY BOY.

ritg ATTENTION W2's
Is you 1S OR IS YSU AIN'T SENT IN YOUR MUG SHOTS AND CASE HISTORIES FOR THE BLUE
BOOK. You HAVE BUT A SHORT TIME 80 HEY IN THE LINE-UP: HOW'S ABOUT IT FELLOWS'?
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€Q, CQ, CQ, DE SOXx

DAVID P. SHAFER K2GU
THIS PICTURE TAKEN |915 or 1915 IN EASTON, MARYLAND AT THE AGE OF TWELVE YEARS.

THE ABOVE PICTURE REQUESTED FROM DAVE 1S SO REMINISCENT OF THE OLDE COPY aov“s
EARLY GEAR THAT, WHEN THE OPPORTUNITY FOR PRINTING IT CAME HE WAS MORE THAN HAPPY TO PUT IT
IN SPARK-GAP TIMES. DAVE'S BRIEF DESCRIPTION FOLLOWS. '

THIS WAS AT EASTON, MD. DURING LATE |915 oR EARLY 1916. My HOME" NABE CALL uAs SOX.O.
DIDN' T KNOW LICENSES WERE REQUIRED! | WAS 12 YEARS OLD AND IN KNEE PANTS.

"THE RIG wAsu'w} ANYTHING UNUSUAL FOR THOSE DAYS; HOME MADE LOOSE COUPLER (GOoD FOR ‘
NAA ESPECIALLY), A MURDOCK CONDENSOR, CRYSTAL HOLDER (ussn GALENA), BRANDES 2000 oHM PHONES.
THE XTR (!) wAs A l" SPARK COIL, SPARK GAP, KEY, BATTERY SWITCH (DRY CELLS) AND A DPDT ANTENNA
SWITCH. THE ANTENNA WAS ABOUT |50 FEET OF WIRE FROM THE HOUSE TO A TREE.

- L
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THE QTH wAs THE EASTER HouSE (HOTEL). MR. EASTER THE OWNER WASN'T T0O HAPPY ABOUT
“ALL THOSE SPARKSY" IN HIS PLACE BUT | CAUSED HIM NO TROUBLE. AFTER WWI, | BECAME 3AC IN
BALTIMORE AND MADE A MORE SOPHISTICATED RIG, (EVENTUALLY A HOME MADE | KW XFR), ROTARY
SINK GAG, 2 STAGE VT REGEN RECEIVER (TICKLER COIL), SQUIRREL CAGE ANTENNA, ETC,

Now AT W2GU, ALL IS CHANGED--EVEN THE OP IS GETTING GRAY AND WRINKLED. (SHUCKkS DAVE
THAT AIN'T NO WAY TO TALK). SERIOUSLY THOUGH DAVE, THE PICTURE OF YOUR OLD RIG LOOKED SO
MUCH LIKE MY EARLIER EQUIPMENT THAT | COULD CRY IN MY BEER IFF'N | HAD SOME BEER. (E.E.C.)

NEW APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN 00TC, (REORGAN!ZED)

I. QUALIFICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

A)
K20C;

B)

| WERNER A. BIRCH, HAYE A GENERAL CLASS LICENSE NOW OPERATING UNDER THE CALL

HAVE BEEN A RADIO AMATEUR SINCE APRIL |91, LONG BEFORE LICENSING OF AMATEURS.

MY FIRST -TWO WAY CONTACT BY WIRELESS WAS IN THE FALL OF |91! WITH A HOME-MADE

I0 INCH SPARK COIL WITH A VIBRATOR WORKING FROM 64 (oLD) [.5 VOLT DISCARDED
BATTERIES WITH FOUR IN PARALLEL, WITH |6 L4-BANKS IN SERIES, AN OIL IMMERSED
GLASS 8X|0 INCH PHOTO GLASS PLATE CONDENSER, A STRAIGHT SPARK GAP, AND A COPPER
HELIX WITH PRIMARY AND SECONDARY. | GOT A | INCH BLUIDH SPARK. THE RECEIVER WAS
A TWO-SLIDE .TUNER WITH VARIABLE CONDENSER (MURDOCK-SLIDING IN THE GROOVES!), PL
PLUS A GALENA&: OR SILICON DETECTOR, PHONE CONDENSER (FiXED) AND E.l. Co. EAR-
PHONES, 2000 0HMS. ANTENNA-16-100 FT. LONG WIRES ONE FOOT APART-T ANTENNA.

MY CALL LETTERS WERE: WAK, WK, WAB AND WB PRIOR TO AMATEUR LICENSING BY THE
GOVERNMENT. LATER IN |916 |  wAs LICENSED AS 9AB| AT CHISHOLM, MINNESOTA. R.G.H.
MATTHEWS SEALED THE EQUIPMENT, EVEN THE KEY IN THE OLD BROWN BAGS. IN. BERKELEY,
CALiIFORNIA,ON DECEMBER 20TH, 1919, | BECAME RELICENSED AS 6GL, GETTING AMATEUR
FIRST GRADE LicENSE, AT 1010 TENTH STREET HEARST AVENUE.

IN THE FALL OF 1911, | MADE MY FIRST TWO-WAY CONTACT BY WIRELESS WITH PETER
HANSON WHOSE CALL WAS PH, AT CHISHOLM, MINNESOTA AS HE WAS A CRIPPLE, PARA-
LYZED FEET, AND | GOT HIM INTERESTED IN AMATEUR "WIRELESS', EVEN PLAYING CHESS
VIA THE AIR. LATER HE AND | USED THE AUDION WITH A CORE MAGNET IN SERIES WITH
THE MAY BATTERY¥-WHAT AMPLIFICATION ON NAA!

My PRESENT CALL 1S3 K2DC-VIKING | WITH VFO AND COUPLER HOME-MADE WITH ONE LEFT
HAND. RECEIVER IS AN SX-7| HALLICRAFTER WITH A HOME-MADE ANTENNA COUPLER.OTHER
EQUIPMENTS MCELROY TAPESENDER, TAPE AND WIRE RECORDERS, HOME-MADE TUBE TESTER
AND OTHER TESTING EQUIPMENT. ALSO | HAVE A CHALK STOCK-MARKET BOARD (N THE

RADIO ROOM, LISTING ABOUT 60 sTocks (MAIN LEADERS)!! | HAVEN'T A PICTURE YET OF
MY PRESENT STATION, AS | MOVED TO A NEW QTH HERE IN LINDCROFT, NEW JERSEY.

WiLL HAVE MY SON MAKE SOME FOR THE RECORDS3S THEN | WiLL SEND IN THE [916

COPIES AND THE PRESENT PICTURES. HOWEVER | AM SENDING YOU A COPY OF ME BUILD-
ING MY TRANSMITTER ANTENNA COUPLER, SO YOU CAN SEE ANUOLD TIMER WORKING ONLY
WITH THE LEFT HAND ALONE. H

| wAs BORN AT TOWER, MINNESOTA ON DECEMBER 25, [1897- AM THE OLDEST OF TEN
CHILDREN-GRADUATED A FOUR YEAR HIGH SCHOOL COURSE IN THREE YEARS AT CHISHOLM,
MINNESOTA. WAS A THEATRE ORGANIST AND MUSICAL DIRECTOR BEFORE | MY RIGHT ARM
OoN JuLy 8TH 1952. HAVE CONDUCTED |4 -OPERETTAS [N THE FINNISH LANGUAGE. WAS IN
THE ARMY IN 1918 AS A RADIO INSTRUCTOR AT THE MPLS-ST PAUL AGRICULYURE COLLEGE
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THE ABOVE VERY INTERESTING ARTICLE, ALTHOUGH DATED JANUARY 22, WAS NOT OVERLOOKED BUT

E)

FRANCI1SCO, CALIFORNIAo, LICENSE # 11075 WHICH | STILL HAVE IN MY POSSESSION

NOoW. IF THE OOTC WANTS TO, | CAN SHOW THIS (919 LICENSE TO MR, EARL WiLLIAMS,

W2EG, PERSONALLY, PROVING 40 YEARS A HAM, ALTHOUGH 1T WAS 5] YEARS THIS COM-

ING APRIL., HAS ANYBODY STILL GOT A BALDWI

N TvPE C HEAD SET?-=] HAVE!!!

ON FEBRUARY 26TH, 1952, | senT TEn DoLrArs To THE OLD OLD TIMERS CLUB THROUGH

BERTy; WINQo== | AM SENDING NOW WITH THIS NEW APPLHCAThON A MONEY ORDER FOR
TEN DOLLARS WHICH | OBTAINED BEBORE | LOOKED AT MY REGGRDS. AS THE FEBRUARY

26, 1952 wAas AN INITIAL FEE, | HAVE NOW PAID $20.00 INT® THE CLUB. THEREFOBE 0
AM DONATING THE OVER=PAID 35,00 7o THE O0TC TOo HELP DEFRAY THE REGRGANIZATION
EXPENSES OF THE NEWLY ORGAMIZED OLD OLD TIMERS CLUB.

MY PRESENT STATION 1S LOCATED 6N NORTH MAJESTIC AVENUE BETWEEN REGAL PLACE

AND R@GERS AVENUE. LINCROFT, NEW JERSEY, | HAVE THE CERTIFICATE (SSUED TO ME
IN FEBRUARY (952 BY THE OLD OLD TIMERS CLUB.

THANK YOU GENTLEMEN, THE OLD OLD TIMERS; LET'S LIVE A LONG, LONG LIFE LIKE

GRAND DADDY BROUGHTON, THE DECEASEE:K2AE.

Exs WB, [911g 9ABI, 191

65 6GL 01919

K2DC, KiLOWATT 7o DIRECT CURRENT

WERNER A. BIRCH
P.0, Box &3]

LincROFT, NEW JERSEY, UoS.Ao

croooooooconoonao oo

THIS 1SSUE oF SPARK=GAP TIMES HAS BEEM THE FIRST OPPORTUNITY TO PUBLISHo. THIS WILL OCCURR FROM
TIME TO TIME AS A RESULT OF TYPE OF MATERIAL AND EFFORT T® OBTAIN BALANGE (N MATERIAL. THANKS

WERNER.

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK. YE OLDE COPY BOY.

THE WILD WIND SINGS, MY AERIAL RINGS,
THE STORM CLOUDS RUSH AND ROLLS

THE STARS HAVE GONE ANMD THE MOON ERE LONG
WILL BE HID=-HEAR THE BELL-BUOY TOLL!

THE VOICE OF THE WIRELESS

No FEAR OF THE BLAST AS [T RUSHES PAST [ say "Goob =BY" To SHIPS THAT LIE

FILLS MY HEART, FGR !TI1S STRONG AND BRAVE,
AND 1'LL DO MY WORK AND NEVER SHIRK
AS LONG AS THERE'S MEN TO SAVE.

OH, THE STEADY WHIRR AND THE GIANT PURR
OF THE DYNAMO SENDS THE, FIRE}
A RUSHING TEST AS THE KEY 1S PREST,

FAR OUT [N THE OCEAN'S FOAMS
JUST A LAST FAREWELL, LIKE A BROKEN SPELL,
FROM THE FOLKS YOU LEFT AT HOME,

BUT WHAT OF THE MAN WHO CAN UNDERSTAND
AND MASTER MY MIGHTY POWER?
GIVE HIM THE PRAISE THAT'S DUE THE BRAVE,

THROUGH MY NERVES OF TREMBLING WIRES SING (T EVERY DAY AND HOURS}
WITH A CRACKLING SNAP THE GREAT SPARK GAP WITHOUT HIS PLANS TO GUIDE MY HAND
SPRINGS TO LIFE [N A BURST OF FLAME, | weuLD LIE IN A USELESS HEAP,

AND 0'LL.- Do MY BEST IF AN S O S My ELECTR
COMES STAGGERING THRU THE RAIN. WOULD

1€ FLOBD, LIKE SLUGGISH BLOG®D
CLOT=-===AND ['D FALL ASLEEP!

BUT WHEN THE SUN 1S BRIGHT, WITH BREEZES LIGHT
THRU THE PLEASANT SUMMER DAYSS

MY HOURS ARE FILLED WITH A HAPPIER THRILL,
AND NO THOUGHTS OF A WATERY GRAVES

-
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THE VOICE OF THE WIRELESS
BUT | QUICKLY WAKE AND LIKE A SNAKE
MY Z1G-ZAG SPARKS FLY WIDE}
| BRAVE THE DEEP AND THE PATHLESS STEEP,
WHEN MY MASTER'S BY MY SIDE;
| FEAR NO FOE, THRU SPACE | Go,
AT THE TEMPEST | LOUDLY LAUGH}
MAN'S MASTER MIND HAS CONQUERED TIME
WITH THE WIRELESS TELEGRAPH!

Eb. A. WENDLER, 8WK
1918

*

lo
"

WORDS OF W[SDOM

GOD, GRANT ME THE SERENITY TO ACCEPT
THINGS | CANNOT CHANGE; THE COURAGE TO CHANGE
THE THINGS | CAN AND THE WISDOM TO KNOW THE
DIFFERENCE. =y

IF YOU WANT TO0 BE HAPPY

1'LL SHOW YOUu THE WAY,
DonN'T LIVE TOMORROW

UNTIL YOU HAVE LIVED TODAY,

THE CALL

THE WINTER SUN HAS SETTLED,
DARKNESS 1S CREEPING NEAR;
MOON SLIPS BEHIND A COLD BLACK CLOUD,
DENY¥TNG THE WORLD OF HIS CHEER.
A SENTRY STANDS FAITHFUL TO DUTY,

AS OUT THROUGH THE LIMITLESS SKY
CRASHES THE CALL FROM LOYAL AMERICA,

THE CALL OF W DouBLE |,

THE

IT SPEAKS AND THE WHOLE WORLD LISTENS,
AND IN THE FAR OFF CITY OF ROME
A HAPPY AMERICAN SAILOR
HEARS THE CALL OF HIS HOME, SWEET HOME.
IT COMES FROM THE LISTENING GERMAN,
AS THE EAGLE'S OWN WARNING CRY:
AND HE SHUDDERS AS HE HEARS THE WARNING,
THE CALL oF W DouBLE I.

THE FRENCHMAN HEARS AND
FOR HE KNOWS THAT IT SPEAKS WITH POWER;
HE KNOWS THAT AID (S COMING,
THOUGH HE KNOWS NOT THE DAY OR HOUR.
THE LOAD ON HIS HEART IS LIGHTER
AS HE SETTLES BACK WITH A SIGH;
IT COMES TO HIS EAR AS MUSIC
THE CALL OF W DouBLE |.

IS COMFORTED,

OF W DOUBLE I

OUT ON THE WIND SWEPT OCEAN
THE SAILOR HEARS THE CALL}
HE KNOWS IT COMES FROM AMERICA,
THE GRANDEST LAND OF ALLo
HE GRASPS IT'S HIGH-PITCHED MUSIC
AS 1T CRASHES THROUGH THE SKY,
'TIS TO HIM AS THE SONG OF THE ANGELS,
THE CALL OF W DousLE |,

IN FAR OFF COLD ALASKA
A SOLDIERS EYES GROW BRIGHT

As HE MURMERS, 'YEP, THAT, HIM CALLING,
AND HE'S COMING IN GOOD TONIGHT."

AND HE SITS AND LISTENS CLOSELY
WITH THAT STERN LOOK IN HIS EYEj;

FOR HE KNOWS 'Ti1s THE Vauice oF OLD GLORY
THE CcALL oF W DouBLE |,

THE MOON COMES OUT FROM H!S HIDING,
AND SMILES HIS PRAISING CHEER,

ON THE LAND OF FREE AMERICA,
WHO!S CALL HE TOO MUST HEAR.

THE CLOUDS ROLL AWAY TO THE SOUTHWARD,
THE STARS PEEP DOWN FROM THE SKY,

AND THE WHOLE WORLD STOPS TO LISTEN,
TO THE CALL OF W DoOuUBLE I,

REVIVED BY
UTATE!, WBFX

1921

‘ors FROM YE OLDE COPY BOY3=--- How DID | DONE (T? BOTH OF THE PRECEEDING POEMS WERE SENT IN
BY FATE BUT | DID NOT PROPERLY CREDIT THEM. THE VOICE OF THE WIRELESS WAS REVIVED BY TATE AND
THE CALL OF W DOUBLE | SHouLD HAVE BEEN CREDITED TO ED. A. WENDLER, 8WK....SORRY FELLERS. EEC.
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READ THIS AND YOU'LL FEEL BETTER ABOUT FCC

USS SKIPJACK

#3s184/1L8 $36-1|

FROM; THE COoMMANDING OFFICER

To; SuPpPLY OFFICER, NAVY YARD, MARE [SLAND.
ViAg COMMANDER SUBMARINES, SOUTHWEST PACIFIC.
SUBJECT} TOILET PAPER

REFERENCE; (A) (4608) USS HoLLAND (S-184) USS SKIPJUACK
REQ. 7042 oF JuLy 30, 1941, .
(B) SO NYM! CANCELLED INVOICE No. 272836
ENCLOSURE; (A) SAMPLE OF CANCELLED INVOICE.
(B) SAMPLE OF MATERIAL REQUESTED.

l. THIS SUBMITTED A REQUISITIONFOR |50 ROLLS OF TOILET PAPER ON 30 JuLY, To USS HOLLAND.
THE. MATERIAL WAS ORDERED BY HOLLAND TO THE SUPPLY OFFICER, NAVY YARD, MARE [SLAND, FOR DELIVERY
To THE USS SKIPJACK.

2. THE SUPPLY OFFICER, MARE |SLAND ON NOVEMBER 26, 194| CANCELLED MARE [SLAND [NVOICE
272836 WITH THE STAMPED NOTATION, "CANCELLED, CANNOT IDENTIFY.!" THIS CANCELLED INVOICE WAS
RECEIVED BY SKIPJACK June 10, 1942,

3. DURING THE ELEVEN AND A HALF MONTHS ELAPSING FROM THE TIME OF ORDERING THE TOILET .
PAPER TO THE BRESENT DATE y, THE USS SKIPJACK PERSONNEL, DESPITE THEIR BEST EFFORTS TO AWAIT
DELIVERY OF THE SUBJECT MATERIAL, HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO WAIT ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS AND THE STT-
UATION IS NOW ACUTE, PARTICULARLY DURING DEPTH-CHARGE ATTACKS BY THE ''BACK STABBERS.!

L4, ENCLOSURE (B) 1S A SAMPLE OF THE DESIRED MATERIAL PROVIDED FOR THE INFORMATION OF
THE SUPPLY OFFICER, NAVY YARD, MARE ISLAND. THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE USS SKIPJACK CANNOT
HELP BUT WONDER WHAT IS BEING USED AT MARE ISLAND AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR THIS UNIDENTIFIABLE
MATERIAL ONCE SO WELL KNOWN TO THIS COMMAND.

5. BOAT'S PERSONNEL DURING THIS PERIOD HAS BECOME ACCUSTOMED TO THE USE OF ERSATZ IN
PROPORTION TO THE VAST AMOUNT OF INCOMING PAPER WORK GENERALLY NON-ESSENTIAL, AND IN SO DOING
FEELS THAT THE WiSH OF THE BUREAU OF SHIPS FOR THE REDUCTION OF PAPER WORK §S BEING COMPLIED
WITHy; THUS KILLING TWO BIRDS WITH ONE STONE.

6. IT IS BELIEVED BY THIS COMMAND THAT THE STAMPED NOTATION ''CANNOT IDENTIFY' IS POSS-
IBLY IN ERROR, AND THAT THIS 1S SIMPLY A CASE OF SHORTAGE OF STRATEGIC WAR MATERIAL, USS Skir-
JACK BEING LOW ON THE PRIORITY LIST.

7. IN ORDER TO CO-OPERATE I[N THE WAR EFFORT AT SMALL LOCAL SACRIFICE USS SKIPJACK DESIR-
ES NO FURTHER ACTION BETAKEN UNTIL THE END OF THE CURRENT WAR, WHICH HAS CREATED A SITUATION

SO APTLY DESCRIBED AS "WAR IS HELL.! s
(S1eNED) J. Wo COE

THE ABOVE LETTER, EXACTLY AS APPEARS ABOVE WILL BE FOUND ON PAGE |45 OF YUNITED STATES
SUBMARINE OPERATIONS IN WORLD WAR |1 As EDITED BY THEODORE ROSCOE FROM OFFICIAL SOURCE Recon".“
AND PUBLISHED BY THE UNITED STATES NAVAL INSTITUTE, ANNAPOLIS, MD. r

THE SIGNATURE OF *J.W. COE' AT THE BOTTOM OF THIS LETTER IS PERPORTED TO BE THAT OF
CoMMANDER JAMES W. COE USN, CLASS oF 1930,USNA, WHO WAS COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE U,S.
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SpemAnlNE SKIPJACK IN THE SOUTHWEST PACIFIC DURING WoRLD WAR [l. ALSO KNOWN AS "Reps Coe'l.

SUBMITTED BY
PauL G. WATSoN W3BO
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ALVERY INTERESTING LETTER DATED 27 APRIL WAS RECEIVED FROM OUR GOOD FRIEN PERCE COLLISON, AN
EXCERPT FROM WHICH FOLLOWS. 'l ENJOY SENDING YOU ARTICLES THAT TRIGGER OFF SOME OF THE OLD
TIMERS SO THAT THEY TOO CAN PLAY BACK SOME OF THE FORGOTTEN ORIGINAL DAYS STORED ON THE TAPE
IN THEIR BRAINS., HERE 1S ANOTHER ''PLAY BACK', LET'S SEE WHAT IT WILL TRIGGER OFF!"

| REFER TO THE TRANSITION OF TRANSMITTERS FROM ''SPARK COILS' WITH VIBRATORS!'INTERRUPTERS'
TO THE "SLABY-ARCO'' MERCURY-TURBINE COMMUTOR-'CHOPPERS!, (BOoTH DC), OPERATED WITH PLATINUM
CONTACTS ON THE VIBRATORS (VERY EXPENSIVE EVEN THEN) AND THE MUDDY MESS OF THE MERCURY SQUIRT-
ERS IN THE SLABY-ARCO ''cHOPPERS''. SINCE EITHER DC FROM STORAGE BATTERIES OR FROM THE SHIPS,
DC GENERATORS WAS THE ONLY POWER SOURCE AVAILABLE "WAY BACK THEN', THE POWER OF ALL TRANSMITT-
ERS WAS VERY LOW.

THE USE oF 60 cycLE AC, ON LAND, WAS BEGINNING TO REPLACE |10 voLTs DC. A BRILLIANT,

SELDOM MENTIONED '"WIRELESS ENGINEER' WITH EITHER AMERICAN DEFOREST COMPANY OR THE UNITED
WIRELESS, HAD AN INSPIRATION To PUT 60 cYcLE AC AT 110 VOLTS INTO THE PRIMARY OF A BIG TRANS=-
FORMER WITH A VERY HIGH VOLTAGE SECONDARY, AND FOUND TO HIS DELIGHT THAT HE COULD GET A’
TERRIFIC !SPARK!" WHICH WAS STEADY (AND DAMNABLY NOISY)o. THIS ENGINEER'S NAME WAS HARRY

‘t-iOEMAKER; | WONDER HOW MANY OF THE OLD-TIMERS REMEMBER HIM? HE WAS THE FATHER OF THE EMMENSE

D YCOFFIN'* TRANSFORMERS AND '"H|GH-POWER!! TRANSMITTERS WHICH EXTENDED THE RANGE OF SHIP AND

SHORE STATIONS BY THOUSANDS OF MILES.

SIXTY CYCLE AC ON SHIPS WAS DERIVED FROM THE VENERABLE ''ROBBINS-MEYERS! MOTOR GENERATORS
AND OFTEN AT SHORE STATIONS WHERE ONLY DC WAS AVAILABLE FROM THE POWER LINES. DON'T FORGET THAT
IT NicHOLA TESLA WHO PUT HIGH VOLTAGE 60 CYCLE POWER LINES ON THE MAP, WHICH COULD DISTRIBUTE
THIS AC OVER VERY LONG DISTANCES (WITH SMALL WIRE AND HIGH VOLTAGE) WHICH WAS DROPPED DOWN TO
SAFE VOLTAGE AT THE CUSTOMER'S PREMISES WIiTH "STEP DOWN'' TRANSFORMERS.

THE oLD "TIN FoIL' COATED LEYDEN JARS HAD TO BE REPLACED WITH ''FUSED-ON!' COPPER COATINGS
ON JENA GLASS JARS. THE GERMANS DEVELOPED CONCENTRIC COPPER PIPES WITH A REMOVABLE GLASS TUBE-
SOME OF THESE WERE AS MUCH AS SIX INCHES IN DIAMETER AND SIX FEET LONG. THESE BATTERIES OF
'"CONDENSERS!' SURE COULD TAKE A ''WALLOP."

THE OLD STRAIGHT GAP WAS REPLACED WITH RELATIVELY ""HIGH-TONE'' NON-SYNCHRONOUS ROTARY
SPARK GAPS. CAME THE DAY WHEN THESE NOISY !'SAW-MILLS! WERE SCRAPPED BECAUSE THE TELEFUNKEN
CROWD DESIGNED 500 CYCLE ALTERNATORS WHICH DEVELOPED THE '"MUSICAL-SPARK'' WHICH CUT 'STATIC."
THEY GOT AN INTERNATIONAL PATENT ON THE USE OF THE 500 cycLe AC AND HAD THE MARCON! COMPANY,
THE UNITED WIRELESS AND OTHER COMPANIES WILLING TO 'KISS THE FEET' SO THAT THEY TOO COULD USE
THESE HIGH FREQUENCIES.

THERE NEVER WAS A PRETTIER SOUND THAN A 500 CYCLE SYNCHRONOUS ROTARY SPARK GAP. |T HAD A
SOLID BODY THAT OUR BEST CW TRANSMITTERS TODAY CANNOT EQUAL FOR COPYING CODE THROUGH HEAVY
STATIC. THEN OF COURSE CAME THE !'QUENCHED GAPS! AND A CONSTANT STREAM OF IMPROVEMENTS THAT
KEPT THE OLD MARCON! COMPANY AND OTHERS IN A CONSTANT STATE OF NERVOUS "FRUSTRATION!!,

'. | WONDER HOW MANY OF THE FELLOWS REMEMBER THE POWERFUL FESSENDEN ‘'LONG WAVE? TRANSMITT-
ER AT BRANDT ROCK, IN MASSACHUSETTS WHICH BLASTED OouT !BO! S|GNALS WHICH WERE COPIED BY A
U.S. NAVE CRUISER , DAY AND NOGHT, WITHOUT FADING TROUBLES, ALL THE WAY FROM BosToN To THE
CAPE oF G0oD HOPE IN AFRICA, RESULTING IN A SWEET CONTRACT TO THE FESSENDEN COMPANY FROM THE
U.S. NAVY TO MODERNIZE THE WIRELESS EQUIPMENT ON ALL U.S. NAVAL VESSELS AND LANB STATIONS.
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THE FESSENDEN COMPANY HAD A POWERFUL 500 CYCLE TRANSMITTER (JoHNV.L. HOGANiwAS CHIEF
ENGINEER) ON THE BUSH TERMINAL BUILDING IN BROOKLYN, N.Y.) THEY ALSO HAD SIMILAR TRANSMITTERS
ON THE UNITED FRUIT PASSENGER AND BANANA BOATS WHICH PLIED BETWEEN ALL (MPORTANT U.S. EAST
COAST AND GOLF PORTS, AND THE BANANA PLANTATIONS IN HONDURAS AND GUATEMALA.

NUMBER 9

THEY ALSO HAD A '"WOWSER'!' oF A STATION ON SWAN |SLAND IN THE GULF OF MEXICO0. THEY HAD 24
HOURS A DAY RELIABLE COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THEIR SHIPS AND THEIR OWN LAND STATIONS. THE MARCONI
COMPANY COULDN'T EVEN GET THEIR TOES IN THE DOOR. OH, YES, THE CONDENSER IN THEIR TRANSMITTER
WAS A BIG TANK, ABOUT AS BIG AS AN ASH CAN, IN WHICH THERE WERE MANY METAL PLATESj; THE INSUL-
ATION BETWEEN THESE PLATES WAS NOT OIL, IT WAS '"COMPRESSED AIR', WHICH OF COURSE WAS SELF
HEALING. YOU WOULD PUMP UP THE AIR TO QUITE A FEW POUNDS AND THEN BLEED IT OFF TO GET THE
PRIMARY CIRCUIT ON To 600 METERS. |T DID NOT TAKE THE OPERATORS LONG TO READ THE WAVE LENGTH

IN TERMS OF POUNDS AF AIR PRESSURE IN THE TANK.
LET'S SEE HOW MANY OF THE OLD SHIP OPERATORS (1910-1918) REMEMBER THIS oLD UNITED FRUIT-

FESSENDEN GEAR, ALSO THE ''FLAT TOP'' ANTENNAS WITH ABOUT A DOZEN PARALLEL WIRES ON SPREADERS,
WHICH HUNG LIKE AN IMMENSE ''HAMMOCK'' BETWEEN THE MASTS OF THESE BEAUTIFUL WHITE SHIPS,

THOSE WERE THE DAYS OF ROMANCE.
CHEERIO!

PERCE B. CoLLison (K2DZ)

9 LORRAINE DRIVE .

EASTCHESTER,; N.Y.

FdeNdedokve

ANOTHER MOST FASCINATING ARTICLE PERCE. BET THIS WILL STIRR UP NOSTALGIC MEMORIES,
KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK, THIS IS HISTORY NOT FOUND IN BOOKS. YE OLDE COPY BOY.

WANTED---COMMUN I CATIONS MANAGER

WHILE THE 20,40 AND 75 METER NETS HAVE BEEN QUITE SUCCESSFUL, THERE HAS BEEN A NEED AND
AND REQUESTS FOR GREATER NET AND ROUNDTABLE ACTIVITIES. THIS HAS BEEN EVIDENT FOR A LONG TIME
BUT SO FAR NO CO-0RDINATE EFFORT HAS BEEN ATTEMPTED. YOUR SECRETARY AND YOUR PRESIDENT HAVE
JUST ABOUT ALL THE WORK LOAD OF WHICH THEY ARE CAPABLE.

A COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER IS NEEDED TO TAKE CHARGE OF THESE ACTIVITIES, ORGANIZE THESE
NETS AND ROUNDTABLES AND SUPERVISE THEIR OPERATION UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE OFFICERS OF
THE CLUB. THIS 1S A RESPONSIBLE AND VERY WORTHWHILE PROJECT THAT SHOULD BE INTERESTING AND
WOULD BE A MOST SATISFYING EXPERIENCE. IT WILL REQUIRE WORKj IT WOULD NOT BE A TITLE WITH
WORK ATTACHED BUT RATHER WOULD BE WORK WITH THE TITLE ATTACHED.

WE WOULD LIKE VERY MUCH TO HAVE VOLUNTEERS FOR THIS MOST IMPORTANT POSITION AND URGE
THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE IN POSITION TO SERVE TO GET 1Ml TOUCH WITH OUR SECRETARY, MR. EARL C.
WiLL1AMS W2EG, 507 WAYSIDE RoAD, NEPTUNE, N.J.

PRESENT 75 METER NET--THURSDAYS AT 7.00 P.M. oN 3.945--- 40 METER SSB NET 7.30 A.M, .

DAILY EXCEPT SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS ON 7.215--- 20 METER SSB ROUNDTABLE --- DAILY EXCEPT
SunpbAys ATI.00 P.M. onN 14,29 ALL TIMES GIVEN ARE EASTERN STANDARD TIME.

3 EST— 47217 PST. i

L4
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HERE IT 1S 10.45 P.M. AND ABOUT TIME TO HIT THE SACK. | FIND THAT THE FIRST ISSUE OF
SPARK-GAP TIMES HAS RESULTED IN A FEW COMPLAINTS, SOME SUGGESTIONS AND JUST A WHALE OF A LOT
OF CO-OPERATION. THANKS FOR }T ALL FELLOWS. IT ALL HELPS AND EVEN A COMPLAINT IS PROOF THAT
IT IS BEING READ, WHICH AFTER ALL IS SOMETHING. WHAT 1S IT THAT ACTORS AND POLITITIONS SAY?
SOMETHING LIKE, '] DON'T CARE WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT ME JUST SO THEY SAY SOMETHING.!

THE FELLOWS WHO WERE SO KIND AS TO SUBMIT THE ARTICALS WHICH YOU SHOULD FIND VERY INTER-
ESTING, | AM SURE ENJOYED A SENSE OF SATISFACTION IN MAKING THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR JOURNAL..
AS A MATTER OF FACT IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CURE OF SOME OF THEIR ILLS [F THEY
HAVE ANY. PERHAPS THE REST OF YOU FELLOWS WILL FOLLOW SUIT. |'LL BET A THOUSAND VOLTS THAT
THERE ARE MANY A TALE IN THEM THAR HILLS IF SOME OF YOU WOULD LEAN BACK AND DO A SPOT OF
THINKING. HOW ABOUT IT FELLOWS. ANOTHER ISSUE IN 60 DAYS.

Do You HAVE FLAT FEET? DO YOU HAVE CRRES, BUNIONS OR CALLUSES OR INGROWN TOENAiLS? [F
SO SEND IN AN ARTICLE FOR SPARK-GAP TIMES. Do YOou HAVE IRON POOR BLOOD? ARE YOU ALL RUN DOWN,
AND A SPAVIN ON BOTH LEFT LEGS? SEND IN AN ARTICLE FOR SPARK-GAP TIMES. Do you HAVE TROUBLE
CONTROLLING YOUR APPETITE AND HYSTERICALLY CALL FOR RELIEF FROM THE ''TASTE ZONE!'? '|F S0 JuUST
SEND IN AN ARTICLE FOR SPARK-GAP TIMES. ‘

MATERIAL IN THE NEXT'TSﬁUé'OF OUR JOURNAL. How ABOUT IT GANG. IT IS YOUR JOURNAL; | REPEAT THAT

IT WILL BE AS GOOD AS YOU WISH iT, IF ALL OF OUR MEMBERS WILL FOLLOW THE EXAM_EE OF OUR PRESENT

AND PAST CONTRIBUTORS. GOD BLESS 'EM. i T

WHAT YE OLDE COPY Bdg IS TRYING TO PUT OVER IN HIS DEPRAVED WAY (S THAT WE CAN USE SOME

IN cLOSING | wouLD FEEL REMISS IN MY DUTY iF | DID NOT PAY TRIBUTE TO OUR BLUE BOOK
EDITOR WHMF, BERT OSBORNE. BERT IS CONTRIBUTING VERY GENEROUSLY OF HIS TIME DESPITE HIS MANY
OTHER ACTIVITIES. YOU CAN SHOW YOUR APPRECIATION IN A MOST PRACTICAL WAY IF YOU GIVE HIM YOUR
FULL CO-OPERATION AS MOST OF OUR MEMBERS HAVE DONE. THANKS FOR THE CO-OPERATORS AND HOPES FOR
THE OTHERS.

THE WiSH THAT YOUR OFFICERS HAVE FOR ALL OF YOU 1S A PLEASANT AND HEALTHFUL SUMMER, AS
VE3BKL, HoMER wouLD sAY, !BE HAPPY',

EARL E. CLINE SR. W4PPZ
PRESIDENT AND YE OLDE CoPY Boy

MERRILL D. BEAM K2BX EARL C. WILLIAMS W2EG
ViIcCE PRESIDENT SECRETARY-TREASURER.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE |7

JUST BEFORE WWI| ENDED, HAVING TRANSFERRED TO RADIO SECTION FROM U oF M MAJOR! ADAMS STENOG='
RAPHER! THAT WAS THE HAM IN ME!! P.S.-MY LICENSE UNDER THE CALL 6GL WAS GIVEN BY J.F. DILLO N
AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. LICENSE #11075 WHICH | STILL HAVE IN MY POSSESSION.

MY PRESENT STATION (S LOCATED ON3NORTH MAJESTIC AVENUE BETWEEN REGAL PLACE & ROGERS
AVENUE, LINCROFT, NEW JERSEY.

THANK YOU GENTLEMEN, THE OLD OLD TIMERS; LET’S LIVE A LONG LIFE LIKE GRAND-DADDY
BROUGHTON, THE BELOVED K2AE. ExsWB,I1911; 9ABI1,1916; 6GL, 1919 .

K2DC, KILOWATT To DIRECT CURRENT, WERNER A- BIRCH, P.0, Box 43}, LINCROFT, NEW JERSEY.
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