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THE NEW MAST HEAD AND Tl TLE OF SPARK-GAP TIMES SEEMS TO HAVE STRUCK A RESPONS.I VE· 
NOTE WITH OUR HEHBERSo NUMEROUS LETTERS AND COMMENTS ON THE AIR INDIC~TE HOST FAVORABLE 
ACCEPTANCE. THE SHALL NUMBER OF MEMBERS FAVORING THE RETENTION OF THE ORIGINAL TITLE OF 
BLABBER MOUTH WERE ALL GOOD LOSERS AND ACCEPTED THE CHANGE WITH THE GRACE OF THE GOOD 
SPORTS THEY AREo THANK YOU GENTLEMEN FOR YOUR COOPERATION. 

A COUPLE OF BOUQ.UETS TO 11CQ1;1 AND 11WESTERN RADIO AMATEUR11a BOTH OF THESE FINE 
PUBLICATIONS HAVE FAVORABLY RECOGNIZED THE OLD OLQ TIMERS CLUB AND IT 1 S ACTIVITIES. YE OLDE 

.OPY BOY IS A SUBSCRIBER TO BOTH PUBLICATIONS AND CONSIDERS THEM MUST READING AS WELL AS A,.­
GOOD BUY. {ONE GOOD TURN DESERVES ANOTHER). 

A SHORT REPORT ON THE STATUS OF THE BLUE BOOK 

Mosr MEMBERS WOULD NO DOUBT WELCOME SOME SORT OF REPORT ON THl,S ITEM AND THIS IS AN 
EFFORT TO SATISFY THEIR INTEREST. 

THE BINDER FOR THE COVER OF THE BLUE BOOK HAS BEEN SELECTED, THE ART WORK IS 
FINISHED AND THE SUNDERS HAVE BEEN ORDEftED. THE FOUNDERS PAGE HAS BEEN A JINX BUT WE 
BELIEVE IT IS ABOUT DONE. 

THE. BIG HOLD UP IS THE TYPEWRITER. I HAVE ORDERED ONE FROM IBM AND AM LOOKINJtYOR. 
IT AT ANY TIME. IT HAS THE SAHE STYLE OF TYPE AS IS USED TO TYPE THE MASTERS l'OR S·PARK";GAP 

·.' ... , 
TIMES. • ·' 

MEMBERS SHOULD RECEIVE THE COVERS AND THE FIRST AREA CALL DISTRICT INSTALLMENT 
BETWEEN I JQNE AND I JULY. 

BERT OSBORNE W4MF 
BLUE BOOK EDIITOR 

-• I EXPECT TO PASS THROUGH THIS LIFE BUT INCEo IF, THEREFORE, THERE BS ANY KINDNESS I-
.CAN SHOW, OR ANY GOOD I CAN DO TO ANY FELLOW BEING, LET ME DO IT NOW, FOR I SHALL NOJ PASS .. 

THIS WAY AGAIN.-----------------------------------------------------------------------~---• 
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ACCIDENTS CAN HAPPEN TO ANYBODY, PARTICUlA'~,y TO 
A W! RE LESS AMATEUR •• 

BY PAUL G. WATSO.N, W380 

To FULLY APPRECOATE THE INCIDENT CONCERNING 
EARLY 11WIRELESS 11 WHICH FOLLOWS, LET ME LAY THE 
BACK-GROUND AGAINST WHICH IT ALL HAPPENED. 1. WAS 
JUST PAST 14 YEARS OLD AT THE TOME, 11ALL WRAf:'PED 
UP IN WIRELESSg UNDER THE TUTOLEDGE OF C.D~ (JE~RY) 
GUTHRIE WHO HAO BEEN ON THE USS KENTUCKY ALONG wnTH 
WOLVERTON !N 1904-1906, AND WHO ALSO ONSTALLED NA! 
AT THE PH0LADELPHOA NAVY YARD BN THE EARLY DAYS~ (or 
WAS A TWO LETTER P- CALL AT THE TOME OT WA~ PUT DN)o 

GUTHRIE WAS CALLING ON A YOUNG LADY WHO LOVED 
ACROSS THE STREET, SO WE SAW HOM RATHE~ FREQUENTLY. 
IN THE SPRONG OF 1909, HE BROUGHT us A anwoRELESS11 

RECEIVER, PUT UP AN ANTENNA AND WE LOSTENED (N FOR 
THE FBRST TOME. So DOD THE 00YL88o ABOUT A VEAR.LATER 
A SPARK COOL WAS ACQUIRED, AND W0TH A HOMEMADE SPARK 
GAP WAS ON THE A6R9 THE HEL0X AND TUNONG ALL'CAME • 
LATER O -Ai.i. TH OS-WAS-BATTERYOPERATEO UNTO L - 1,912 • , 
WHEN MY PARENTS HAD OUR HOME WOREO FOR ELECfROC 

., ... \ 

LIGHT, (DIRECT CURRENT OF COURSE). ·' 
FROM SOME SOURCE, LONG SONCE FORGOTTEN, I HAD LEARNED OF THE POSSOBOLOTY OF ~SONG 

DIRECT CtiiRRENT POWER THROU.GH AN 11ELECTROLYTIC !NTERRUPTER11 ON THE SPARK COOL, ANO PROCEED­
ED TO MAKE SUCH A DEVICE. IT IS CONTA0NED IN THE LARGE 11CROCK11 SHOWN AT THE LEFT ·e'i;'fo·• o·F THE 
TRANSMITTER PICTURE BELOW9 AND DETAILED ON THE LINE DRAWDNG ON THE NEXT PAGE. 

THE STONEWARE CROCK CON­
TAONED ABOUT TWO GALLONS OF 

- . -._, . ,~ D-f-~~ 
I -:-.:: _:.:::-:-- • '\ --~- r- - -• 

BATTERY ACOC, THE QUART HILK 
,r--

BOTTLE HAO A SMALL HOLE BORED 

.- , • 0 - .f-=--3;~ '] • J: 

-Cl 
' AT POON 11A11, AND TWO PIECES OF 

LEAD POPE WERE USED.AS ELECTRODES 

It'.:,... ~,--J • --

PAUL WATSON!,S ORIGINAL WIRELESS EQUIPMENT, 1~10 
'~·, 

ONE ONSODE THE BOTTLE,.ANO THE 
OTHER PLACED ON THE .BOTTOM~OF 
THE CROCK. ELEC~ROCALLY, THE 
ONLY CONNECTION ~iiWEEN THE 
AC0D ON~!DE THt

0

~0~TLE ANO 
THAT ON THE CROCK WAS THE 
S MA LL C O LU MN OF A C O O · 0 N 11 HO L E I a 
18A11• TH0S SMALL COLUMN OF ACOD 
PROMPTLY VAPOROZED,. (EXPLODED) 
OS A BETTER WORD, WHEN tURRENT 
WAS PASSED, OPENONG THE ELECTR 
OCA!.. C0RCUOTo GRAVOTY THEN R. 

CAUSE~ THE ACOD TO REFILL THE HOLE, THE EXPLOSION REPEATED OTSELF1 AND SO ON, G0V0NG:THE. 
DESIRED 11DNTERRUPTER10 EFFECT SO LONG AS THE KEY WAS DOWN. UNDER SUCH CONOOTOONS THE AC0D 
WAS GRADUALLY DECOMPOSED ANO BECAME MOST OFFENS0VE TO SM5llo THE MECANOCAl V0BRATOR ON THE 
COIL 05 BRIDGED OUT WHEN THE ELECTROLYTOC ONTERRUPTER OS &sED. 
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Now, WOTH All THIS HDGH POWER AND 

- - - - - - - - - - --~- - - - - •••• --- - -· - --- - - . - - - - - - -- -_, ~ A RECEIVER THAT WAS 11TOPS91, WE 
STARTED TO WORK LATE AT NCGHT, AND 
PARTICULARLY DURING THE WINTER 

115 V DIRECT CURRENT. 

• 

STONEWARE. 

GROC1t. 

r-------' I __ _. 
: LEAD ELECTRODES : 

i::--~--..::-=:..~=-_/ ~--

S~f 
<;f, 
r:;,: ,~ 
;i_~ ...,, 
~~ 
;~; 
:'f. 

a.ECT!«)LYTIC 
INTERRUPTER. 

- ' .. ;,.·.-;,, ;~-,.~: ,;·.:!:~-- •,<;_;.,. · · sev ... 1912 ,o 1915; 

_.:._ __ BUJL._G,_WATSOl4. __ -'-. : 

MONTHS WHEN STATDC WAS LOWo ONE 
PARTICULARLY COLD NIGHT WHEN CON­
DITIONS WERE UNUSUALLY GOOD, WE 
HAD SEVERAL GOOD CONTACTS, AND 
WHEN WE STARTED TO CALL ANOTHER, 
THE TRANSMITTER WAS DEAD. iNVEST­
IGATiON SHOWED THAT ~LL OF THE 
ACID WAS GONE OUT OF THE CROCKo 
HEAY HAD CRACKED THE BOTTOM OUT OF 
THE BOTTOM OF THE CROCKo TH9S AT 
ABOUT 2o30 AoMo AT ABOUT THE SAME 
TB ME THO S WAS HAPPEN n NG, I BECAME 
AWARE OF CONSDDERABLE LOUD TALK-
ING DN THE FRONT PART OF THE HOUSE 
WHUCH WAS QUOTE UNUSUAL DN OTSELF~ 
AND OF HEARONG WDNDOWS BEDNG RAUSEDo 
THEN ! HEARD HY FATHER DOWNSTAORS, 
IN THE KDTCHEN~ DORECTLY BElOW THE 
ROOM WHERE j HAD THE WURElESS 9 OPEN­
ONG WONDOWS ANO DOORSo 

BECAUSE OF THE UNUSUAL ACTIVITY, I STARTED THROUGH THE HOUSE, AND AS i OPENED DOORS ON 
THE SECOND FLOOR, LEADING TO THE STAIRWAY, I ENCOUNTERED THE VOLEST OF ODORS, AND DT GOT 
WORSE AS I PROGRESSED. ON MY ARRIVAL IN THE KITCHEN, THE CAUSE OF THE ACTOVUTY WAS APPARENT, 
TO SAY THE LEAST. THE TWO GALLONS OF PARTLY DECOMPOSED ACID FROM THE DNTERRUPTER HAD COME 
THROUGH THE FLOOR, DRIPPED INTO A PAN OF BREAD DOUGH WHICH HY MOTHER HAD HANGDNG OVER THE COAL 
RANGE IN THE KITCHEN, AND MOST OF THIS MESS HAD BOILED OUT OF THE PAN AND DROPPED ON TO THE 
HOT TOP OF THE COAL RANGEo IT WAS LAYING DOWN ONE OF THE MOST EFFECTDVE SMOKE BARRAGES i 
BMERGSAW9LALSO IN THIS PROCESS, MY MOTHER1 S Hl~HLY POLISHt~ RANGE HAD TURNED TO A BRIGHT 
ORANGE COLOR. As THIS MESS LAv ON THE STOVE TOP, IT DID A LOT OF SPITTING AND SPUTTERING, SO 
THAT THE WHOLE ROOM WAS INVOLVED WHEN WE GOT TO ITo BUT IT DOES NOT END THEREo 

MY FATHER PICKED UP THE SMALL METAL COAL SHOVEL WHICH WAS STANDARD EQUIPMENT WUTH A 
COAL RANGE AND STARTED TO SHOVEL THE MESS ONE SCOOP AT A TIME OUT THE KOTCHEN DOORo THIS 
WORKED FINE TILL THE THIRD SCOOP, WHEN HE SLBPPED AND LANDED ON HOS BOTTOM IN THE MESS HE 
WAS SHOVELING, IN HIS NIGHT SHIRT. HE TOOK OFF FOR THE BATH ROOM, THE DOCTOR TOLD MY MOTHER 
TO USE SODA TO CALM HIM DOWN, AND IT WAS WELL AFTER DAYLIGHT BEFORE HE GOT AROUND TO MEo 

pERHAPS IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN FOR THE BEST HAD MY FATHER0 s THREAT OF 11NO MORE G--0--­
WIRELESS AROUND HERE11 BEEN CARRIED OUT. WE HAD 11QUIET 11 HOURS FOR ABOUT TWO MONTHS, HE GRAD­
UALLY RELENTED, AND WE WENT ON FROM THEREo IT TOOK NEARLY A MONTH TO GET THE STINK OUT OF 
THE HOUSE; GUTHRIE DROPPED TH~ GIRL, MARRIED ONE FROM BROOKLYN AND EVERYBODY WAS HAPPY. 

I HAVE MENTIONED ABOVE SEVERAL TIMES THE NAME OF CoDo GUTHRDEo ! AH 8NDEBTED TO THOS 
MAN, MY FRIEND FOR A LIFETIME, FOR MANY OF THE BETTER TH9NGS WHOCH HAPPENED TO HE ON SOME 
TW~NTY YEARS OF COMMERC6AL RADUOo UNTHL HOS DEATH A FEW YEARS BACK, WE SPENT OUR VACATUONS 
TOGETHER. HE WAS ONE OF THOSE FEW WHO REALLY SAW RADDO BEGDN, AND HAD AN llHPORTANT HAND 8N 
IT. MY DEBT TO HIM IS GREAT. 
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IN THE FEBRUARY ISSUE OF SPARK GAP TIMES, A REQUEST WAS MADE FOR THE STORY OF JACK -
BINNS. AND THE SINKING OF THE REPUBLICo ON READING THIS REQUEST, DAN McCOY W8DG, AS USUAL 
STARTED THE BALL IN MOTIONo DAN SENT IN THIS STORY BY RUBY EL HULT AND FOLLOWS. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY WAS IN IT'S INFANCY, 
BUT AFTER A COLLISION REMARKABLY SIMILAR TO THAT OF THE 
ANDREA DORIA AND THE STOCKHOLM, AN OPERATOR'S BROKEN 
KEY TAPPED OUT THE MESSAGES THAT RESULTED IN RESCUE. 

BY RUBY EL HULT 

THE TITANIC, THAT SYMBOL OF SEA DISASTER, WAS NOT THE ONLY WHITE STAR LUXURY LINER 
TO MEET HER NEMESIS IN COLLISION AT SEA. ONLY THREE YEARS EARLIER, A MISHAP OCCURRED WHICH 
MIGHT HAVE TURNED INTO A CALAMITY OF TITANIC PROPORTION~ EXCEPT FOR THE WHIMS OF CIRCUM­
STANCE AND THE SUCCESSFUL PART PLAYED BY THAT NEW-FANGLED CONTRAPTION, WIRELESS. 

AT THAT TIME THE LIFESAVING QUALITIES OF WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY HAD SCARCELY BEEN 
THOUGHT OF THEN. IN THE COLD AND CRUEL ATLANTIC ON THE FOGGY HORNING OF JANUARY 23, 1909, 
THE LIVES OF 1600 PASSENGERS AND CREW MEMBERS OF TWO VESSELS WERE PLACED IN JEOPARDY--1600 
PEOPLE WHOSE PRAYERS CENTERED ON THE PLEAS FOR HELP FLASHED FROM ONE BROKEN WIRELESS KEY. 

THE REPUBLIC, PROUD 15,378 TON LINER OF THE GREAT BRITISH STEAMSHIP COMPANY, HAD LEFT 
NEW YORK THE PREVIOUS AFTERNOON SOUND FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN AND HAD SOON ENCOUNTERED ZERO 
VISIBILITY. THROUGH THE EARLY MORNING HOURS SHE STEAMED BY NANTUCKET ISLAND IN A REAL PEA­
SOUPER, AT 5:45 A,Mo THERE CAME A SUDDEN STACCATO BLAST OF WHISTLES, FOLLOWED BY A GREAT • 
SHUDDER THROUGH THE WHOLE SHIP AND A DEAFENING, CRUNCHING SOUND. PASSENGERS, DREAMING OF 
THE DELIGHTS OF THE VOYAGE AND OF SUNNY ITALY, WERE JARRED RUDELY AWAKE. AS THEY CROWDED 
FROM THEIR CABINS, THEY SAW CREW MEMBERS DASHING TO THEIR STATIONS. 

OFF THE PORT SIDE LOOMED THE SILHOUETTE OF A SMALLER LINER, WHICH HAD CLEAVED THROUGH 
THE MURK AND GIVEN THE REPUBLIC A SHATTERING BLOW AMIDSHIP. REBOUNDING, SHE NOW STOOD OFF 
LIKE A DAZED WHALE. THIS WAS THE ITALIAN STEAMER FLORIDA, CARRYING 850 ITALIAN EMIGRANTS 
TO A NEW LIFE BEYOND THE STATUE OF LIBERTY. THE IMPACT HAD SMASHED HER BOW FLAT AGAINST 
HER FORWARD BULKHEAD, KILLING FOUR SAILORS AND INJURING ANOTHER. THERE WAS PANIC IN THE 
STEERAGE AS FRIGHTENED EMIGRM1TS POURED FORTH CRYING, SC-REAMING AND PRAYING. IT TOOK THE 
STEWARDS SOME TIME TO QUIET THEM, ASSURING THEM AGAIN AND AGAllN THAT THE VESSEL HAD NOT 
BEEN DAMAGED IN ANY VITAL PART AND WAS NOT MORTALLY INJURED. 

Nor so THE REPUBLIC. HER STEEL SIDE WAS SLASHED ALL THE WAY THROUGH THREE DECKS. THE 
WALLS OF T~E WIRSLESS SHACK--THAT RECENT INNOVATION ON THE BIGGER SHIPS--HAD BEEN SPLINTER­
ED ON THREE SIDESo FiVE STATEROOMS WERE DEMOLISHED, CRUSHING TWO FIRST CLASS PASSENGERS TO 
DEATH, INJURING ANOTHER SO BADLY HE DIED LATER. MOST ALARMING TO THE SURVIVORS WAS THE GAP 
IN THE ENGINEROOM BULKHEADo FIREMEN BARELY HAD TIME TO PUT OUT THE FIRES IN THE BOILER ROOM 
FURNACES BEFORE THE WATER, RISING TO THEIR NECKS, FORCED THEM UP THE LADDERS. THE LIGHTS 
ON THE BIG SHIP FLICKERED OUT. 

THE REPUBLIC 1S PASSENGERS, FLEEING THEIR CABINS, HAD COME AWAY IN NIGHT DRESSES, 
WITH COATS, JACKETS, BATHROBESHASTILY THROWN ON. SOME PEOPLE WERE BAREFOOT, SOME HAD STOCK­
INGS WITH NO SHOES, SOME WITH SHOES AND NO STOCKINGS, SOME SLIPPERS, AND ONE MAN WORE ONE 
BROWN SHOE AND ONE BLACK. SURGING TO THE BOAT DECK, THEY QUICKLY DONNED THEIR LIFE PRESERV­
ERS, THEN FELL INTO A WORRIED SILENCE AS THEY LISTENED TO TO THE SHOUTING THROUGH MEGA­
PHONES AS OFFICERS OF THE TWO SHIPS COMPARED NOTES OF DAMAGE. THEN CAME THE SOUNDS OF THE 
SHIP 1 S CREW READYING THE REPUBLIC 0 S LIFEBOATS. 

MOST OF THE PASSENGERS HAD NO IDEA WHERE THE SHIP 1 S MASTER, CAPT. W.I. SEALBY, HAD 
BEEN.THROUGH ALL TH!So As IN ANSWER TO THEIR UNSPOKEN QUESTION, HE NOW APPEARED ON THE. 
BRIDGE AND ADDRESSED THEM. THROUGH A MEGAPHUNE, HIS VOICE CAME CALM AND STRONG: 

11PASSENGERS OF THE REPUBLIC, I WANT TO ADVISE YOU THAT THE STEAMER HAS BEEN INJURED 
PLEASE TURN TO NEXT PAGE. 
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IN COLLISION. WE ARE IN NO IMMEDIATE DANGER, BUT I WANT YOU TO STANO BY ME ANO ACT WITH 
COOLNESS ANO JUDGEMENT. THERE IS I REPEAT, NO IMMEDIATE DANGER, BUT TO BE ON THE SAFE SIDE, 
IT IS NECESSARY FOR YOU TO BE TRANSFERRED TO THE FLORIDA AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. IT WILL TAKE 
SOME TIME, ANO I EXPECT YOU WILL BE COOL ANO NOT EXCITED. TAKE YOUR TIME ABOUT GETTING INTO 
THE LIFEBOATS. REMEMBER, THE WOMEN ANO CHILDREN GO FIRST, ANO THE FIRST CABIN NEXT, AND 

._ THEN. THE OTHERS. THE CREW WI LL BE THE LAST TO LEAVE THE. VESSEL11. WHATEVER 11THE {)THERS11 MAY 
,• ' 

HAVE THOUGHT OF THIS ARRANGEMENT, EVERYONE BEGAN TO LINE UP FOR THE LIFEBOATS •. 

LIKE MOST OF THE 700 PEOPLE ON THE SHIP, JACK BINNS, THE MARCONI OPERATOR, HAD.BEEN 
AWAKENED FROM SLEEP BY THE COLLj~JON. HIS FIRST THOUGHT WAS FOR HIS EQUIPMENT, ANO STUMBLE 
I NG BEWI LOE REDLY TOWARDS IT, HE 'fr FIRST SAW NOTH I NG BUT JUMBLED WRECKAGE. SEARCH I NG THR0-.LlGH 
THE DEBRIS, HE DISCOVERED THAT THE WIRELESS SET ITSELF WAS UNDAMAGED. BUT WAS THE ANTENNA 
RIGGED BETWEEN THE MASTS STILL INTACT? TESTING THE SET, HE FOUND, TO HIS INTENSE RELIEF, 
THAT IT WAS IN WORKING ORDER. JUST THEN THE DYNAMOS STOPPED ANO THE LIGHTS WENT OUT. HIS 
MA(HINE BECAME MUTE. 

~I 

FUMBLING ABOUT IN THE DARKNESS, BINNS BEGAN CONNECTING UP AUXILIARY STORAGE BATTERIES. 
JUST AS HE COMPLETED THIS TASK, HE TRIPPED OVER SOMETHING, FELL AGAINST THE WIRELESS SET 
ANO BROKE THE LEVER OF THE SENDING «EY. HE WAS IN DESPAIR UNTIL HE DISCOVERED THAT Bi~~OLD­
ING THE BROKEN LEVER WITH ONE HANO HE COULD SEND WITH THE OTHER. AT 6: 15 A.M., HIS MACHINE 
IN OPERATION AGAIN, HE SAT DOWN AMIDST THE WRECKAGE OF HIS SHACK ANO CLICKED OUT: CQD, CQD. 

• THAT WAS THEN THE DISTRESS SIGNAL OF THE SEA. COMMONLY IT WAS TRANSLATED TO MEAN, 

' 

11COME QUICK, OANGER11, BUT IN ACTUALITY CQ HAO BEEN AN EARLY SIGNAL FOR ATTENTION BY 
BRITISH RAILROAD TELEGRAPHERS; WHEN TRANSFERRED TO THE SEA, THE D HAD BEEN AD~EO ro DENOTE 
DISTRESS. THE CHANGE TO THE INTERNATIONAL SIGNAL SOS, AGREED ON IN 1906, WAS THEN IN PROG­
RESS, BUT HAD NOT YET BEEN ADOPTED ON ENGLISH OR AMERICAN SHIPS. 

CQD, CQD, CQD~-THE CRY THAT SOMEWHERE ON THE SEA HELP WAS DESPERATELY NEEDED. 

\l~,,-AT THAT MOMENT THE CAPTAIN 1 S STEWARD RAN IN AND ASKED BINNS TO REPORT TO THE CAPTAIN,• 
GRo~!~}lG HIS WAY TO THE BRIDGE, HE INFORMED SEALBY THAT HIS MACHINE WAS ALL RIGHT AND WITH 
STO~A~E BATTERIES HE COULD SEND SOMEWHAT WEAKENED MESSAGES. 

THE CAPTAIN, T.HROUGH HIS MEGAPHOl(.I;:, ANNOUNCED TO THE PASSENGERS BELOW, 11 1 HAVE JUST 
LEARNED FROM MR, BINNS THAT OUR WIRELES1 EQUIPMENT IS UNDAMAGED. !NA VERY SHORT WHILE A 
CALL WILL GO OUT FOR ASSISTANCE. I FEEL CONFIDENT THAT A RESCUE VESSEL wnLL REACH us WITH­
IN A FEW HOURS11• HE THEN ASKED BINNS TO RETURN TO HIS STAT DON, TO TRY TO PICK ·up SOME SHORE 
STATION OR NEARBY VESSEL, ANO AS SOON AS THE SHIPoS POSITBON COULD BE DETERMINED HE WOUL9[ 
SEND IT TO HIM FOR BROADCASTING. 

BACK AT HIS EQUIPMENT, BINNS WAS ANSWERED BY THE S!ASCONSETT OPERATOR 60 MILES AWAY.~ 
ON NANTUCKET ISLAND, AND CLUTCHING HIS DAMAGED LEVER, HE TAPPED OUTg THE REPUBLIC, WE ARE~ 
SHIPWRECKED. STAND BY FOR CAPTAIN 1S MESSAGE. BACK CAME THE CHEERY REPLYg 19ALL RIGHT OLD 
MAN WHERE ARE vou?" THE CHIEF OFFICER HURRIED IN, DEMANDflNG9 °0HAVE YOU GOT ANYBODY?". 
11YEs, SIASCONSETT, 11 11THANK Goo. HERE1 S SEALSBY 0 s MESSAGE. 10 

AT 6:40 THAT MESSAGE WAS GOING OUT OVER THE AIRWAYSi "REPUBLIC RAMMED BY STEAMER 26 
MILES SOUTHWEST OF NANTUCKET LIGHTSHIP. SADLY IN NEED OF ASSISTANCE, BUT NO DANGER TO 
L i°FE. SEALBY. 

LITTLE DID THE SHORE-STATION OPERATOR, TAKING THIS DOWN, VISUALIZE SENDER BINNS AS 
SITTING PRACTICALLY ON THE OPEN DECK AMIDST SHATTERED WOODWORK, THE FOG CURLING ARO~ND 
HIS HEAD, A RAW ATLANTIC WIND AT HIS BACK, HIS FINGERS SO STIFF HE COULb HARDLY MOVE THEM, 



NUMBER 9 
NOT SOS BUT CQD I JUNE, 1962 PAGE 6 

AND LITTLE Dllr EITHER OPERATOR REALIZE THEY WERE MAKING HISTORY. THE FIRST WIRELESS 
OUTFIT HAD BEEN INSTALLED ON A SHIP 10 YEARS BEFORE, AND NOW MOST PASSENGER VESSELS CARRIED 
SETS AND OPERATORS. Bur WIRELESS RANGE WAS STILL LIMITED AND MOST MESSAGES WERE NEAR-SHORE 
AFFAIRS, CONSISTING OF BUSINESS NOTES AND ROUTINE CHECK-INS WITH SHORE STATIONS. FEW DIS­
TRESS SIGNALS HAD EVER BEEN SENT, AND NONE BEFORE BNVOLVDNG LARGE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE. THE 
FLORIDA HAD NO WO',RELESSj EVERYTHING DEPENDED ON BiNNS 0 BROKEN KEY. ,. 

',• 

AT SIASCONSETT, THE OPERATOR WELL UNDERSTOOD THE URGENCY OF THE MESSAGE. HURRIEDLY 
HE RELAYED IT TO NEARBY REVENUE CUTTERS AND SHIPS PLYING THE SEA iN THE COLLOSOON AREA. 

THE BALTIC, ANOTHER BIG WHITE STAR LINER, WAS BOUND IN FOR NEW YORK THAT MORN·ONG. 
SHE HAD JU_ST PICKED UP THE NANTUCKET LIGHTSHIP SUBMARINE BELL AROUND 7 o°CLOCK WHEN THE 
WIRELESS OPERATOR RAN UP TO THE BRIDGE TO HANO CAPT. J.B. RANSOM A SCRAWLED MESSAGEg 
"REPUBLIC DANGEROUSLY INJURED. LATITUDE 40 17 N, LONGHUDE 70 Wo'° 

(IRONICALLY, IT WAS BUT A SHORT DISTANCE AWAY, IN LATITUDE 40 30 No LONGBTUDE 69 53 ~­
THAT THE STOCKHOLM STRUCK THE ANDREA DORIA ON JULY 25, 1956 AND SANK HER ON A COLLISiON SO 
SIMILAR AS TO SEEM INCREOIBLE 0 ) 

CAPTAIN RANSOM DID NOT HESITATE. HE IMMEDIATELY CHANGED COURSE ANO MADE FOR THE. 
REPUBLIC WITH ALL POSSIBLE SPEED. 

DURING THE FORENOON, WHILE THE BALTIC WAS PLOWBNG TOWARDS THE ACCIDENT SCENE, THE • 
REPUBLIC 1S LIFEBOATS WERE MAKING ,TRIP AFTER TRIP OVER THE SEA TRANSFERRING PASSENGERS. 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN WEPT AND WAILl\p AS THEY ENTERED THE BOATS, LEAVONG BEHIND HUSBANDS AND 
FATHERS THEY MIGHT NEVER SEE AGAi~ IF THE REPUBLIC SHOULD GO DOWN SUDDENLY. 

As THE UNHAPPY THRONG BOARDED THE FLORIDA, THEY FOUND THE VESSEL ALREADY OVERLOADED 
WITH EMIGRANTS. SWANK PASSENGERS FROM THE REPUBLIC, USED TO BEING PAMPERED ANO PROVIDED 
WITH EVERY COMFORT, WERE DISTRESSED TO DISCOVER THERE WAS NO ROOM ANYWHERE EXCEPT UPON THE 
OPEN, CROWDED DECK WHERE, STILL IN THEIR NIGHT CLOTHES, THEY WERE FORCED TO SIT ON LIFE 
PRESERVERS OR EVEN ON POTATO SACKS. 

WHAT HOPE THEY HAD THAT THE FLORIDA WOULD TAKE THEM TO SHORE WAS DASHED. THE VESSEL 
WAS TAKING WATER AND HAD DEVELOPED A LOST. WHILE HER PUMPS WERE WORKBNG AND THERE WAS NO 
DANGER AT PRESENT, SHE DARED NOT DRIVE AHEAD FOR FEAR THE WEAKENED BULKHEAD WOULD GBVE WAY .. 

HOUR AFTER HOUR THE ANXIOUS CROWD HUDDLED TOGETHE~J(toLD HUNGRY, THIRSTY AND MISERABLE., 
WHERE WAS THE RESCUE SHBP THAT HAD BEEN PROMOSED? WOULD if COME BEFORE THE ATLANTOC BLEW 
UP A GALE TO BATTER THE FLORIDA ANO SEND THEM TO THE BOTTOM? 

THE BALTIC HAD BEEN BUT 65NMDLES AWAY WHEN SHE RECEOVEO THE CQO MESSAGE. TOWARDS NOON 
SHE ARRIVED AT THE STATED POSITION ANO FADLED TO LOCATE THE REPUBLIC. THERE ENSUED A FRUST­
TRATING GAME OF HOUND ANO HARE-EVEN THOUGH THE HARE WAS DOING All SHE COULD TO BE CAUGHT. 
IN THE BLANKETING FOG THERE COULD BE NO SIGHTING OF EACH OTHER ON THE HOROZON9 DT WAS UP 

· TO CAPTAIN SEALBY TO GUIDE CAPTAON RANSOM RN BY DORECTOONS SENT THROUGH JACK BONNSo TD RED 
FINGERS. 

BECAUSE OF THE HEAVY FOG, THE POSRTIONS THAT FLASHED FROM THE REPUBLIC WERE DEAD ' 
RECKONING POSITIONS. THE BALTIC HAD TO DETERMONE HER OWN POSITION BY THE SAME METHOD. THE 
CURRENTS IN THE VICINITY WERE STRONG AND ERRATOC, GENERALLY ROTARY IN CHARACTER, REACHING 
A VELOCITY OF FROM THREE TO FIVE KNOTS. UNDER S~CH CONDITIONS IT IS HARDLY STRANGE THAT THE 
BALTft--KEEPING HER NOSE TO THE SCENT ANO RUNNl~G AGAIN AND AGAIN TO THE PLACE WHERE TH~ 
REPUBLIC SHOULD BE-FOUND ONLY MORE FOG. ALL THROUGH THE AFTERNOON AND AS NIGHT CAME ON, 
THE BALTIC, FOLLOWING EACH NEW DIRECTION SENT BY THE REPUBLIC, KEPT UP THE SEARCH, CROSSING 
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AND RECROSSING A SMALL SEGMENT OF THE SEA. 

IT WAS AND AGGRIVATUNG, POSSUBLY TRAGIC GAME. BOTH CREWS BEGAN TO WONDER_ IF THEY 
WOULD MAKE CONTACT IN TDME. FOR THE REPUBLIC, HER MESSAGES GETTUNG WEAKER AND ~EAKiR, 
STATED THAT SHE WAS SINKING. 

THEN BINNS TAPPED OUTi ·~AVE PICKED UP NANTUCKET SUBMARONE BELL NORTH-NORTH~~ST. 
SOUNDINGS 35 FATHOMS.11 

AFTER THAT CAPTAIN RANSOM TURNED BACK WHENEVER HE FOU~D HOS SHI~ BEYON~fHE 17 MILE 
RANGE OF THE NANTUCKET BELL OR GETTING INTO MORE THAN 35 FATHOMS OF WATER. MEA~TIM~ ~~ KEPT 
WHISTLES BLOWING, BELLS RINGING, AND ROCKETS BURSTING IN HOPES THAT CONiACJ ~i~HT BE MADE 
THROUGH SOUND. 

AT LONG LAST CAPTAIN SEALBY WIRELESSEDg !OWE HEARD YOUR WHISTLE BUr UT (S:-~PW-·ouT OF 
RANGE.11 

THi BALTIC IMMEDIATiLY TURNED BACK. IT WAS THE ROGHT MOVE, FOR SEALBjDs NtXT ~~SSAGE 
SAIDg 11YOU ARE GETTING LOUDER. KEEP STEERING EAST-SOUTHEAST. 10 AND AGAON THE REPUBU_C0 S 
CAPTAINg 11THERE IS A BOMB BEARING NORTHWEST FROM ME. KEEP FURONG.00 THEN: 11~:.r_ii;~;R:_'Nci~rHEAST 
AT ONCE. 11 

AND FINALLY, TRIUMPHANTLY8 enyou ARE VERY CLOSE NOW, RDGHT ABEAM, COME CAREFl)LLY.o­
You ARE ON OUR PORT s u DE O HAVE SEEN YOUR ROCKET . 00 

So DID HOUND AND HARE COME TOGET~'.l:R AT 7g30 PoMo So THQCK WAS THE FOG-·.TH~T EVEN A'ii' 
100 FEET ALL THE BALTIC CREW COULD MAKE OUT WAS THE DOM G(OMMER OF A KEROSENi soot~(O~HT 
ON THE REPUBL!Co 

THE BALTIC THEN WORKED TO TAKE OFF THE REPUBLiC 0S CREW, EXCEPT FOR CAPTAIN SEALBY 
AND A FEW STANDBYS. SHE TOOK OFF TOO, THE SHUPuS~~000 SACKS OF MAUL ■ THEN SHE PROCEEDED 
T~ THE FLORIDA TO RESCUE HER FREIGHT OF UNCOMFORTABLE HUMAN BEEONGS •• ALL NiGHT ~ONG THE 
LiC,-~E-8:;l'.)ATS PLIED BACK AND FORTH UNDER THE BALTiC 0 S SEARCHUGHTS, BRBNGONG ALL PASSENGERS 
FROM THE FLORIDA, PLUS TWO SEAMEN WHO HAD BEEN UNJURED. 

TOWARD MORNING THE FOG LOFTED A LUTTLE TO REV~AL THAT OTHER SHOPS, RESPONDONG TO THE 
DISTRESS MESSAGE, HAD ARRIVED AND WERE STANDONG BY-THE WHALEBACK SHIP CITY OF_ EVERETT, THE 
AMERICAN LINER NEW YORK, THE BRUTISH LONER FURNESS!A, THE FRENCH SHOP LA LORRAINE, THE CUNARD 
LINE 0 s LUCANIA AND THE REVENUE CUTTERS GRESHAM ANDSENECA. 

SOME OF THESE, SEE UNG THAT RESCUE OF THE PEOPLE HAD BEEN EFFECTED, WENT ON_'THE'OR .• 
WAY. THE NEW YORK REMAONED AND CONVOYED THE FLORIDA TO PORT1 WHOLE TH~ CUT~tRS 'AND THE 
FURNESSIA PUT LONE ON THE REPUBLIC UN AN ATTEMPT TO TOW HER TO SHORE ■ BUR AS THEY PROCEEDED 
THE WALLOWING LINER TOOK MORE AND MORE WATER, AND AT 8130 SUNDAY NDGHT _WE~T TO THE ~OTTOM. 
ONLY CAPTAI~ SEALBY AND HUS SECOND OFFDCER, R.Jo WDLLOAMS, BOTH GAME TO ~HE ~NOj WERE ABOARD 
HER AT THE TIME, AND THEY WERE POCKED UP FROM THE SEA BY THE GRESHAM. 

•,• .. 

IN NEW YORK ANO ALL ALONG THE NORTH ATLANTDC SEABOARD, THE WHOLE POPU(ACE HUNG ON THE 
NEWS OF THE RESCUE UNTOL THE ELECTROFYONG WORD SPREAD THAT EVERYONE WOULD REACH_ SHORE SAFE­
LYo WHEN THE BALTIC DOCKED ON NEW YORK, RESCUED AND RESCUERS WERE MET BY JOYOUS M8B•So WHEN 
CAPTA8N SEALBY, MATE WOL!.UAMS AND OPERATOR BONNS CAME ON ON THE S(NECA~ THEY WIERE-;GUVEN A 

AYSTER 8 CAL WELCOME-SEAL BY CARRO ED Al.ONG THE WATERFRONT BY CHEER I NG CREW MEMBER~~. ~O;Ll OAMS 
HAND WRUNG AND HOS BACK SLAPPEDo 



NUMBER-9 NOT SOS BUT CQO I J'UNE9 1962. PA,GE 8 

BUT BT WAS MODEST, ABASHED MARCONB OPERATOR 8BNNS WHO WAS THE HERO OF THE HOUR0 HE 
WAS KISSED BY FERVID WOMEN, FOLLOWED THROUGH THE STREETS BY WORSHBPFUL BOYS, EXTOLL~D BY 
THE PRESS AND EVEN ON THE FLOOR OF CONGRESSo 

THREE ~'.~:~elG~·¥hR., 1N coNNEcTsoN wnH THE TnAN!C DISASTER, THERE wAs To BE MucH 
DAMNING OF Wi'Re:i:.'f:f's TELEGRAf:'HY, BUT THIS WAS n°s DAY OF TRIUMPH. THE POPULAR, HEARTFELT 
SENTIMENT ~AS EXPRESSED BY A GRATEFUL PASSENGER WHO CRBED, 11LONG LBVE JACK BBNNS AND THE 
WI RE LESS !tut 

THANKS A LOT DAN. THIS IS ANOTHER GEM FOR THE RECORDS. (YE OLDE COPY BoY) 

DID THE OLD REGENERATIVE RECEIVERS RADIATE? 

BY W380, PAUL G. WATSON 

IN THE EARLY SPRING OF 1923, I WAS SENT TO SAVANNAH, GEORGUA BY THE UoS~ SHD~PING 
BOARD AS RADIO SUPERVBSOR OF THE SOUTH AT(ANTUC DUSTRBCT. ro RELUEVE FRED HULL, 4GL WHO 
WAS ONE OF THE FIRST BUG CW SBGNALS ON THE~ABR. BEBNG A ~ACHELOR AT THE TBME;· t ~tCURED 
A ROOM ON THE 5TH FLOOR OF THE YMCA BN SAVANNAH, AND SETTLED DOWN TO THE USUAL BORED 
EXISTANCE WHBCH GOES WITH SUCH LBVDNG. SOON MADE THE ACQ.UABNTANCE OF OOJfiMMY11 HODGE, 48Y, 
AND FREQUENTLY SPENT WEEK-ENDS ON THE AUR FROM HOS STATUON. 

-

• FOR MY OWN LB STENO NG, I MADE A Sn NGLE C n RCU BT 00WEAGANT10 REGENERAT B VE RECE B VERO TH B s 
RECE D VER HAD A DETECTOR AND ONE STAGE OF AUD BO US B NG WESTERN ELECTR BC OOJOO TUBES. No A,NTENNAS 
WERE PERMITTED ON THE ROOF OF THE YMCA, SO TWO WO RES WERE HUNG, WBTH WEOGHTS ON .THE E~DS, 
FROM EACH END OF THE WINDOW SBLL, AND ALLOWED TO DROP DOWN TO WOTHBN IQ FEET 01 ~HE GROUND9 

FROM THE 5TH FLOOR. 

RECEPTION WAS MARVELOUS, BUT HODGE 48Y PUT THE BUTE ON AND SABO THAT SOME DUMB SO AND 
SO WAS JAMMING HBM EVERY TBME HE MADE A CONTACT, ANO FURTHER, BT NEVER HAPPENED WHEN ! WAS 
AT HI s STAT! ON. To SETTLE THE ISSUE, I RB GGED A KEY n N THE 45 VOLT 008 11 PLUS LEAD, AND GAVE 
HIM A CALLO HE CAME R ! GHT" BACK WnTH A 10LOUD11 AND •0sTEADY11 REPORT O HE WAS A GOOD THREE Ml LES 
FROM MY LOCATIONo TWO OTHER AMATEURS ON THE CITY WERE ALSO 11WORKED11 THAT NIGHTo I USED THE 
CALL ASSIGNED TO ME HERE,38V, IN THESE TRANSMOAAOONSo 

ON AUGUST 22, 1923 i LEFT SAVANNAH FOR A BRBEF LEAVE ·AT HOME HERE IN WEST CHESTER, 
AND ON MY ARRDVAL FOUND A 11QS,L11 CARD FROM 9C8D, hD!ANAPOUS, !ND DANA, SAY9NG Tti.AT; HE HEARD 
38V CALLING 48YON AUGUST 20, 1923 AT IQgQI P.M. CST; 1~UDOBDLDTY-VERY QSAi TONE GOOD, 
CHARACTER STEADYo18 I HAD CALLED 4BY AND SIGNED 38V ON THIS RECEOVER AT I lgQQ PoMo EST, 
AUGUST 20, 1923, AND 11TALKED1D WOTH HBM ABOUT MY LEAVEo AT THAT TUME j HAD ONLY Ai( OLD 45 
VOLT 118 11 BATTERY (ONE BATTERY) ON THE PLACE, SO THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT AS TO WHAT't~AS USEDo 
WITH DUE CORRECTION FOR CST AND EST, HE HAD DEFONATELY HEARD MY 11HOWLONG11 REC,EDVER :FROM 
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA TO INDBANAPOLIS, !NDOANAo 

! WROTE"A LETTER TO 9CBD (MRo PHOLOP Ro KENNEDY) AND RECEOVED A LETTER ON REPLY 
FURTHER CONFORMDNG THUS RECEUPT OF THE 38V SOGNAL, ACTUALLY ORBGHNATONG BN SAVA~NAH, GEORGfl~. 
AT THE TOME. THUS CARD AND LETTER ARE ON FOLE HEREo Al.I. THUS WAS ON ABOUT 190 METERS AS 1ft\ 
RECOLLECT, OR 8T MAY HAVE BEEN A LOTTLE HOGHER UN FREQ.UENCYo 

GENERALLY, OT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT DURONG WORLD WAR !~ USONG THE LONG WAVE ~tCEOVERS» 
SUCH A STUNT WAS COMMON BETWEEN SHOPS A FEW MOLES APART, AND SOMETOMES TO THE _DETROMENT OF 



NUMBER 9 I JUNE, 1962 P.a.GE 9 

• 

I 

THE SHIPS 1 SAFETY, FOR THESE SIGNALS COULD BE PICKED UP BY GERMAN $UBS DIRECTION FUNDERS, 
PARTICULARLY AT NIGHT. 

PERHAPS A MODERN RESULT FROM SOMETHING LIKE THIS IS THE CAUSE OF THE 11UNMODULATED 
CARRIER" WHICH DROPS ON ALL OF US FROM TIME TO TIME, ORIGINATING IN A REGENERATIVE RECE0VER 
OF SOME NOVICE WHO IS USING HOME-MADE GEAR TO GET STARTED. HE DOES1 NT KNOW IT SO YOU GET 
THE 11WORKS11 FROM HIS RADIATION. 

PAUL W3BO 

I 1LL BET A PINT OF 90. PROOF VOLTS THAT EVERY ONE OF US HAVE BEEN AN OFFENDER MANY, MANY 
T•f:;~ES. SOME OF US KNOWINGLY AND SOME EXPERIMENTALLY AS DID PAUL. (EEC) 

A PRO FOOTBALL PLAYER WAS FINED $100 BY HIS COACH FOR B(EAKING TRAINING. HE HAD GONE 
TO A PARTY THE NIGHT BEFORE THE BIG GAME. 

11DON1T THINK I DON1T KNOW ABOUT THAT HOTEL EPISODE IN DETROIT11, THE MANAGER ROARED. 
11You 1 RE WAY OFF11, RETORTED THE HUSKY HALFBACK. 11THERE AiNT NO HOTEL EPISOqE IN DETROIT". 

GETTING OLDER ISN 1T SO BAD---WHEN ONE THINKS OF THE ALTERNATIVE! (MAURICE CHEVALIER) 

THE FOLLOWING LETTER FROM GEORGE HOFFER, W2AVG WAS INTENDED FOR A PREVHOUS HSSUE BUT 
IN SOME MANNER WAS OVERLOOKED. IT IS TOO GOOD TO OMIT AND IS THEREFOR BELATEDLY QUOTED. 

DEAR EARL: 

404 MELROSE STREET, ROTTERDAM 6, N.Y •• 
FEBRUARY 4THl' 1962 

MANY THANKS FOR YOUR LETTER OF 1/28/62, ON REFERENCE TO MY M0XEO UP LETTER. 
TO W2EG. As I RELATED, THEY WERE SOME THOUGHTS THAT CAME TO MONO AFTER READ0NG THE DECEMBER 
1961 ISSUE OF THE BLABBER MOUTH. 

UNFORTUNATELY, I TOOK A BAAAO TIME TO WRITE ITi WHEN I WAS ON THE MiD-8 TRICK OF WQY 
MAKING LIKE A ONE MAN ~HOW AND'Too MEAN ONE MAN SHOW WHEN WE OPERATE THE 50 KW RiG ANO ~-LAY 
FUNNY GRAPH RECORDS FROM 12 _MID T05:30 A.M. WEEK DAYS AND FROM MID TO 7g3Q A.M. ON SUNDAYS. 

KEEPING ACCURATE LOGS FOR EVERY SINGLE RECORD TO THE SECOND OF TIME IS NO P0CNiC iN 
ITSELF; ANO TRYING TO WRITE AN INTE~L&GENT ANO INTERESTING LETTER AT THE SAME TIME IS OF ,, 
NO HELP. SO, INSTEAD OF KEEPING THREE TYP!ilWRITERS UP TO THE MINUTE ANO SECOND, YOU CAN 
WELL APPRECIATE THE FOURTH!!!! ,,, 

As TO 14.295 Kcs. DOGGONE IT, I HAVEN1T BEEN ON 20 METERS IN A LONG TIME, ANO FOR 
THAT MATTER, NOT ON 80 METERS AS I USTAo SEEMS TOO MANY !RONS IN THE FIRE AND NOT ENOUGH 
FIRE. ANOTHER THING--! NOTE ON THE LISTING OF 00TC, SOMEHOW, i GOT LBSTEO AS HAVING FIRED 
UP IN 1908. THIS IS IN ERROR •• BUT RATHER ABOUT THE TIME MY POPPA ANO UNCLE FIRED UP HAM 
RADIO. 

WHILE ! WAS SLIGHTLY INTERESTED AS A VERY YOUNG KID ABOUT THAT TIME, ! COULDN'T SAY 
IN FACT THAT I COU½D QUALIFY EARLIER THAN 1915 OR so •• WHEN IN A VERY POOR WAY ! FORST. 
OPERATED A TELEGRAPH KEY TO 11TALK11 TO A COUPLE OF FRIENDS OF MY POPPA 0S THAT WERE !N DR. 
CHARLES P. STEINMETZ 8 S LABORATORY AT THAT TIMEp AND LIVED WITHN ONE MOLE OF OUR HOUSE9 
USING ~PARK COIL TRANSMITTERS. 

\t 
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• ONE OF THE NEOGHBORS •• LONG $ONCE DECEA$ED WAS ONE~aF f~E THOMAS Ep0$0N POONEERSoo 

if·'• 

A,,Nr(;THE FAR END OF' HUS ANTENNA VERY NEARLY REACHED 
0

THE_ F.t.R END OF HY P0PPA 0S ••• MAYBE 

THE,Y ·WOULDA DONE BETTER BF THEY CONNECTED THE TWO ENDS!! BUT 'i'HEN iHA.'i' WOULDA BEEN CHEAT-

._:lJ 

THUS GROUP OF AMATEURS ON THE VER'\' EARLY o:in .. ,f~:;A~~p '\.RQ4/Hl SICHENA«'.:li"AD':,"l'p. ON 

GOOD SHARE E&THER WORKED F'OR GENERAL ELECTROCp UNO ON .~Ollff:'.GE oa·REN,S-Alf..E,R 0 PoI1.:t,r_E~H 0 AT 

TROY,. N.f., AND SEEMED TO COME UNDER TWO GENERAL GRouf.s •.,\'~.!-~•~r~! 0 EN!; 0 STS.)-Nrf"-'EDUCATORS~ 

OR THE KOOS AND POPPAS OF' THOSE WHO USUALLY DOD TliE .A,~T,u1;~;t-l4G'R:K9 .. ~140:r_!:,:JM,EAN PREVOOUS TO 

WORLD. WAlil!''.b MOST OF THE OLDER FOLKS HAVE PASSED'.· <Ht-:~•J~~--.!!.. ' ,~-: /•'.,.{.;<./ '/·,, >'.: , 
;·,·•·:•1 • •~; ·;_' \;;1:·; /, .. ·, , ' ' "'::_:~-,-,.·;,.·_// ,·:,';,:'.;' : a \: 

,,·-_·•'Q~
1
~_0F THE EDUCATORS ij HAVE ON HOND,WAs'°()t<i. ,e'.bl'tU;·Ht,'!f~fN'·.w1-1tliiRE'c~~:,'-°t.DDED AT 

T,HE AGE ·:o.F 'l'9_ ,YE~R~- HOFFMAN, WHEN I F'OR$T K'NE~,,~014·:WJ1$ ~ P~W~:-Ot!$.,~!'·"·.f,.,_ES®OR·~A~e·--_ASISOSTANT 

PRO NC D PL'1f OF. So¼.tl:NAC•T·AQV _HO GH SCHOOL ON 1i'HIE UftC.Y 20J~. IEll.ll'IU-,-.WA~ A· ~f-R'q,., BRO U'O''A-N'~ AND 

ABLE .TEACHER AS WELL ·As HM!ONG $PENT SOMIE TO .. ltt: U! THIE: GlENUl,;l E~Ee''il'-iot RE.i-EI.RCH lABSo 

.... As To ·HAM RADOo 9 HE fBRED up ONIE or 1i'Hls noo~~- Ho Gm .S.co•rnin. I'll\~ fiil&lilntH, ARCUND 1906 OR 

• 1908 -O~;_JOHNSTOWN~ N~V o 

,_THEN. THERE .WM\:,:QR. COOlD!).{$£ o~_.ORM,ON TYNG$'il'Ulp V.?1.C!JUflil lµe~ 
0

AND X~RA'll' f'AMEooo 

DR. EoW~F; ALEXANDERSO,N 1'1.0%:~ HUND~s._,bir IP'ATIEN'U rn~lYDHI!. 'li'lil!E HO(;H fREQ.UENC'lf ALfERNA.1i'OR 

-~tUJ t'IA;NY :lJT.tt.~U O o O T~EV '.A!.;&. PI.A'ifE~)~~ RI.Ill rn O hi 'Il'lil o'.:f @-i@ij~ ~H-l@IH.@ at D N({:lUl!:IIE!ll SAMU!t;l 

';.PO 'ltUXJ;IQJt-F,f' 0 0 .SAM _O $ ,f~. C1iJ=HQll.DIEBf~o, 1/'D'IIE AuilNl!ll!E!HHH! fol\HW!f @N n1~ HF Al H~NA'\l'OR O O 0 

,($~•:· OS --~071' ;.ON!.-,, A P~ate!E -'~ A rni:'ow 8U1 $iOU Rnl'<l l/'IUlK!lU WD'lff:N I \'#UD'Il'_t@.--Oi0111 lM'Il' 

,:;:;~sA,1~~\R·;-s~ -~AS ,AN,.,'1:F!)}rtf ~~~•ooHIHl'i"t!.11' tOMMUNO!i:ATU!_li WD1~ . .JtU-~W-~ JUI. Wlil~ ij THUNK • 

. B_S,NO-~ ~ :!~? SJ,AR •:f1DHO~i.'-~ {H THIE :lJoSo ~~-~--- ..... -· • • 

S~H SR.• SH.OW-EO H; •• 'ti'u $ -~;T-~;~'D ~ ~ D LES Oil' trnrn: 'U'MA'Il' WEIU O ~HO. nu: DEVHOPHENT 

8f' Ttt.E-HF ALTERl\!ATO.Roo I NEVER, REM.OUD nu .ii.HA?ONG AMOUNT Cll"' WOll!U( 'ir'H1''U' W'EN1 ONTO THE 

PROJECT TO HAKE OT PRACT)CAlooo!T FULLS Ur lWO l~~GE ~OLONG C~BONET~ •• olUBROCATOON, 

• BEA.RUNGS, ALLOYS, ETC09 ETC:09 En':oooAND lf'ET ·sn·MPL~---ON THEORV' 01 -WA$ O~DHD. 

• · .. , ,, ': ~--•:;f\i)" ~ ,-~ : :··. • • • .· ·.. ' . 

! WISH i COULD GET HOS PERH!~,~;rroN· TO ~RUNT T~Ef·~ S'i"ORY BEHUND THE PATENTS.a ~' 

THE PERSONALOTOES AND ABOLIITOES Of °ARMSTRO.N~, DR\ Pt.!Pll~,J,:,·AL'.lc'.XANDJER:.ON I.ND FRED KLEONSCHMOD~ 

DEFOREST ETCo, ANO HOS STORY OF ONE OF T.-itt· EARL'if rnE/A'!EE' MEETONGS 0"'1 THE DOSCUSSOON AND ' 

DEHONSTRATOON OF' THE AUDOO HODULATBON oF·:rHE ALEX~NDER-$:ON AL.TERNATOR ON NEW YORK COTY ON 

THE EARLY 1920s OR EARLIIERoooo h HAKES A VERY» VERY ONHRESTDNG nORVo ~AH WAS THERE ••• 
• • • <'Q, w 

.:. THEN T009 I DO WO SH THAT OUR oor WARREN FOR!l/9 W2GTB~ WOULD F C NO ; ll4t!Ei',l D.N HD s 
Busffe.KscHEDULE TO TElL THE STORY Of WHEN HE~ SAH NDXDORrr ~ND OTHERS ATlEMfTED ro CARRY 

ON RELOABLE COHHUNBCATOONS BETWEEN TH~ TWO GENERAL El1E!i:1ROC PLANT'S A'U' SCHENACTADY AND 

PDTTSFBELD, MASS •••• USONG AS HUGH AS 100 KW AND tOUlDN°1 RElOABlV HAYE A CDRAUOt Or 

60 HOLESo As ! RECALlp THUS WAS AROUND 1914. • 

! DO RECALL THAT THERE WAS AM ENORHOUS ~NfENNA $lRIECIHE~ BETWEEN TWO lABo BUDLD­

ONGS ABOUT A HALF HOlE APARloooSEEHS THA71' THIE WORIES WERIE AlUMONUMp WRAPPED AROUND ~TEEL 

ROPE~o• TWO WDRES FLAT fO~ooo ABOUT 100 FEIEl APAR'U' ON STEEL SFRIEADERSoaoTWO STEEL TOWERS 

ATOP ATOP SEVEN STORY FACTORY BUOLDDNGS SO THAT lHIE HUGH END$ W[RE HAY~E 250 FEIE'\I' HOG~ •• 

AND ! RECALL 71'HA1 T~IE COU~1ERWEDGH'Il' HUSlA WIEOGIHED SE~IERAl TONSoooMAYBE'WARREN FORD WOLL 

SOME OF THESE DAYS WROTE UP THE SfRAOGH1 $iORYo (HOW ABOUT Of WARREN?) 

THE
0

!U HUSf BE MANY» 6'\ANY HORE S10ROIE$ OF YIHESIE DM'S H' ONIE COULD Jt~EHBER A-ND -

TELL THE :HORDES WOTHOUT HIJRlDNG ANYONE ElSIEo ulH!n' WOIH.ltl HAKIE FOR YERif ON'Il'f'k'i:nUNG READ­

ONG AND ALL ARE A PARl 0~ RADOO HOSTORYool RECAll IHEARDNG MA~Y FORST AND SECOND HiNDED 

ON THE EARL'r DAY$ HERE AT pENERAl ElEIC'll'flUC AND ON TIHE IEARlY ANO HDDDllE i920s 'WIHIEN n 
'"'' A-1 R.CA;,.e:64=66 BROAD Si~EETp Ntw YORK Con. • 
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ONE OF THE STORIES CIRCULAT,,ING AROUND RCA THEM THAR DAYS WAS ON HOW SAM?? 
COWDEN, SUPERVOSOR OF AMERICAN MARCONI (RCA) ONCE FIRED DAVE SARNOFF ••• PERSONALITIES 
YOU KNOW ••• WAS AN INTERESTING STORY .•. WONDER HOW MUCH OF IT WAS TRUE? •• ONE CAN GET 
MANY STORIES BY READING THE BOOKS OF FESSENDEN AND DEFOREST ••. ! HAVE BOTH. 

IT 8 S BEEN MY BELIEF FOR YEARS THAT EVERY MAN AND HOUSE HAS A STORY •.• AND HAVE 
SPENT A LIFETIME IN ACCUMULATING THE STORIES ... HAVE THOUSANDS OF PAGES OF TYPED NOTES ON 
THE HOSTORY OF THE MOHOCK AND HUDSON RIVER VALLEYS ... SINCE BOTH MY WIFE AND MY FOLKS 
WERE AMONG THE EARLIEST SETTLERS WAY BACK IN THE EARLY 1600s AND WE HAVE FUN CHASING 
FAMOLY SKELETONS •• THEN TOO WE UNCOVER MANY VERY EARLY HAMS,.LONG SINCE FORGOTTEN. 

GOT MANY INTERESTING STORIES FROM DECEASED HAROLD K. BERGMAN •. (S~~N'ISLAND), 
A KID DN WESTCHESTER COUNTY, N.Y ••• HAL WAS AN EARLY:HAM AROUND WIZE 1 s NEIGHiORHOOD •. 
HE WAS A SEAGOONG OPERATOR COASTWISE ..• UN!TED FRUIT,' INTERCITY RADIO AND RCA .•. AND TOLD 
MANY BNTERESTONG STOROES ABOUT CENTRAL AMERICA AND SHIPPING AND THE FRUIT BUSINESS. 
LATER, HAL WENT UP TO Sr. LAWRENCE UNOVERSITY AND BECAME CHIEF OPERATOR OF THEOR 'aROAD­
CASTRNG STATION UNDER OWEN D. YOUNG •• AND WAS ACTIVE IN THEIR EARLY EXPEROM~NTS ~UCH AS 
SONGLE SIDE BANDoooW8TH CHARLEY YOUNG •• CHARLEY WAS STILL ACTIVE LAST ! KNEW OF. HVM~. 
WITH HOS ULTRAFAX •• OR A BIZ WHERE HE CAN TRANSMIT AND RECEIVE HUNDREDS OF THQUSANDS OF 
WORDS PER MONUTEooo BY THE WAY .• HIS BROTHER WAS UNTIL RECENTLY AMBASSADOR OF ONE OF THE 
SCANDONAVUAN COUNTRIES .. 

MR. YOUNG ns ONE OF THE VERY FEW REMAINING OF ·THE OLD GE EXEC~TIYES WOTH GE 
AND THE OLD LEAGUE OF NATOONS •.• HE STILL LIVES ON A BEAUTOFUL FARM IN THE HO~LS; THE 
HOME OF HHS ANCESTORS THAT FIRST SETTLED THERE AS OLD SCHECTADBANS AND EALATBNES WHO 
SETTLED DOWN THE HUDSON AND LATER AT SCHOHAR i E VALLEY ON THE VERY EARLY '1700s. 

IF YOU UKE HISTORY, READ JOHN VROOMAN8 S 11THE PROMOSED LAND11• VROOMAN IS OF MY 
WIFE 0 S FAMOLY, AND DEALS WITH THE EARLY PALATINES TROUBLES •.• ANYHOW, MR. YOUNG ,IS A· 
DESCE~DANT OF THESE EARLY SETTLERS ANO HAS DONE WONDERS WITH HIS SMALL HOME TOWN. HE 
BUILT A BEAUTUFUL SCHOOL, LIBRARY AND A PARK OF NATIVE FiELDSTONE .. AS HIS OFFICE IS 
BUHLT ••• BLENDS BEAUTIFULLY INTO THE COUNTRYSIDE OF THIS LOTTLE VILLAGE OF VAN HORNSVILLE 
N.Y ••• NAMED AFTER ONE OF HIS PUONEERING ANCESTORS. C 

MR. YOUNG IS A VERY OLD MAN NOW •• MUST BE WELL INTO HIS NINETIES AND WAS A VERY 
GOOD FROEND OF OUR 00T, HENRY BROUGHTON, K2AEN NOW SILENT KEY., AND HANK WAS NO SPRING 
CHBCKEN HOMSELF •• WELL INTO HIS NINETIES WHEN HE BECAME SILENT KEY SEVERAL YEARS AGO. 

t 

YES, OT8 S ALL A PART OF HISTORY ..• RADIO AND OTHERWISEAND IT 1 S TO BE NOTED THAT 
A GOOD SHARE OF HOSTORY THAT COMES TO ~s THIS DAY ns BASED ON RECORDS AND LETTERS ••. OF; ,. 
COURSE NOWADAYS AND IN THE FUTURE, ONE CAN GET THE FHLES OF NEWSPAPERS TO WRITE A STORY ■ 

so BLABBER MOUTH (Now SPARK-GAP TIMES), CAN WELL BECOME A PART OF HISTORY ITSELF •• You 
KNOW, WE WON°T BE AROUND TOO MANY YEARS .•.. 

LAST YEAR, ! MET A VERY INTERESTING MAN AT STATTEN !SLANO •• WE. WERE HU STORY 
CHASINGoooFOUND OUT HE WAS AN OLD TIME RADIO MAN ... Eoj~OR OF OLD NEWSPAPER COLUMNS ON 
HOW TO BUHLD CRYSTAL SETS, ONE TUBERS ETCoo ■ PRESENTLY ~RI TONG A STORY ON NICOLA TESLA •• 
SHOULD BE HN PRONT ONE OF THESE DAYS •. FORGET HOS NAME AND I CONT HAVE MY NOTEBOOK •• WE 
HAD A SWELL RAG CHEW OF THE OLD DAYS OF RADOO •• WE SPENT A COUPLE OF DAYS AROU~D N.Y.C., 
LONG ISLAND AMD NEW JERSEY •• LOOKONG OVER OLD RADO~ STATOON SOTES •• AND OF COURSE HISTORY 
AND GRAVEYARD CHASONG •• TRIED TO COVER TOO MUCH IN TOO SHORTA TIME AS DOES THIS LETTER ■ 

ANYHOW,,,HAVE FUN, BE HAPPY, 
SINCERELY, 
GEORGE M. HOFFER, W2AVG 
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SENSE AND NONSENSE 

ONE NIGHT A YOUNG BOi~TOOK THE GIRL NEXT DOOR INTO THE WOODS, AND WHEN QUESTIONED ABOUT 
IT BY HIS PARENTS, CONFESSED THAT HE HAD BEEN A BAD, BAD BOY. "You DID WRONG, SON11 SAID HIS 
MOTHER, 11BUT YOU;TOLD THE TRUTH AND BECAUSE OF THAT I SHALL REWARD YOU WITH SOME COOKIES. 

THE FOLLOWING NIGHT THE SAME THING HAPPENED. AGAIN HIS MOTHER TOLD HIM HE HAD DONE 
WRONG BUT BECAUSE HE WAS TRUTHFUL SHE GAVE HIM SOME COOKIES. ON THE THIRD NIGHT HISTORY WAS 
REPEATING ITSELF WHEN HIS FATHER LEFT THE ROOM. 11WHERE ARE YOU GOING PA?11 ASKED HIS WIFE. 

Ill 1H GOING INTO THE KITCHEN TO FRY A FEW EGGS, THE LAD CAN1T KEEP THAT UP ON COOKIES11• 

A HAN AND HIS LITTLE GIRL WERE AMONG THE PASSENGERS IN AN OVERCROWDED SLEVATOR. SUD­
DENLY A LADY STANDING IN FRONT OF THE HAN TURNED AROUND AND SLAPPED HIM. BEFORE HE HAD A 
CHANCE TO ASK WHY HE DESERVED SUCH TREATMENT, THE WOMAN LEFT IN A HUFF. THE LITTLE GIRL HOW­
EVER INNOCENTLY EXPLAINED THE WHOLE INCIDENT BY SAYING, 111 OON1T LIKE HER EITHER DADDY. SHE 
STEPPED ON HY TOE, SO I PINCHED HER. 11 

11LET 1 S WALK OVER BY THE OLD MILL 11 • 
11No,,l'M AFRAID IF WE 00 Y0U1 LL ••• 11 

11No HONESTLY I W9N1Y. 11 

110H, WELL, WHATDS THE USE THEN?11 

THE SCOFFERS SAID IT COULON1T BE DONE ••• 
ANO THE ODDS WERE SO GREAT, WHO WOULDN8 T? 
BUT I TACKLED THE JOB THAT COULDN8 T BE DONEooo 
AND WHAT DO YO~ KNOW? IT CO~LDN°i! 

AT THE BREAKFAST TABLE, GRANDFATHER LISTENED WITH GROWING DNDIGNATDON AS THE FAMILY 
TOLD ABOUT THE HEAVY RAIN, LIGHTENING AND THUNDER OF THE PREVIOUS NIGHT. 

FINALLY HE COULD ST·AND IT NO LONGER. 11WHY DIDN 1 T YOU WA.KEN HE?11 HE DEMANDED. 11You 
KNOW I CAN1Y SLEEP DURING A STORM.11 

TRAFFIC COP: 11USE YOUR NOODLE, LADY! USE YOUR NOODLE.11 

LADY: 11 MY GOODNESS! WHERE IS IT? I 1VE PUSHED AND PllJLLED EVERYTHING IN THE CAR. 11 

A PRO FOOTBALL PLAYER WAS FINED $100 BY HIS COACH FOR BREAKING TRAINING. HE HAD GONE 
TO A PARTY THE NIGHT BEFORE THE BIG GAME. 

11DON1T THINK I DON1T KNOW ABOUT THAT HOTEL EPISODE IN DETROIT11 THE MANAGER ROARED, 
11You 8 RE WAY OFF! 11 RETORTED THE HUSKY HALFBACK. "THERE AIN 8 T NO HOTEL EPISODE IN DETROIT." 

PRICES FOR~ 
100 LETTERHEADS----==---------~-----------------------------=--=---------- $2.00 

• 

250 GUMMED.STAMPS (WITH OLD OLD TIMERS CLUB SEAL ON OT)---------------------$1.00 
LAPEL PIN, (EITHER PIN TYPE OR SCREW TYPE)----=----=----------------------- $2.00 A 
OLD OLD TIMERS CLUB BLUE ( PAYMENT IN ADVANCE WBLL BE A HELP)--------------$3.00 W 
REPRODUCTION OF 1913 GOVERNMENT CALL BooK-----------------------------------$2:00 

ORDER DlRECT FROM SECY-TREAS. MR, EARL C. WILLIAMS, W2EG--507 WAYSIDE ROAD, NEPTUNE, N0 J 0 _ 
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PRESENT 
CALL 
WIAE 
WIAN. 
W1DQ 
WIGV 
WI IH 
WIJV 
WIMH 
WIRL 
WIRZ 
WIUA 
WIVR 
K2BF 
W2BO 
K2DZ 
W2FG 
W2JF 
W2MDB 
W2WL 

-2YGI 
~3WP 

W4VG 
W6EA 
K61S 
W6YI 
W70E 
WBDJ 
VEIAG 

NAME 

GEORGE E. STERLING 
CHESTER A. KENNEDY 
HAROLD C. BOWEN 
MALCOLM H. SMITH 
LAWRENCE S. BENNETT 
FEARING PRATT 
GEORGE W. VAUGHAN 
FRANCIS W. DANE 
ALBERT E. SNOW 
HAROLD 11). HARGRAVES 
THOMAS R. PENNYPACKER 
WILLIAM N. BAKER 
M.A. MCINTIRE 
PERCE B. COLLISON 
CLARENCE H. PFEIFER 
ANTON C. FREY 
JOHN N. HERLAND 
WALLACE H. LELAND 
ALFREDS. CRESSE 
JOSEPH C. VAN HORN 
STANLE',t!;G ■ SAULNIER 
HOWARD t. SEEFRED 
WALTER A. KOERBER 
LARRY J. BARH>N 
HOWARD s. PYLE 
EDMUND H. BREMER 
JOSEPH J. HOLMES 

MR. EARL C. WILLIAMS APRIL I, 
507 WAYSIDE ROAD 
NEPTUNE N.J. 

DEAR EARL: 

I JUNE, 1962 

19 13 GOVE.RNM~N;r' CALL BOOK LI ST 

1913 CALL PRESENT NAME 
CALL 

IAE WIAI OLIN C. BROWN 
IAC WIDIU SEBASTIAN GAHM 
IKO W1GJ RICHARD M. DANIELS 
IGN WIHW HENRY T. MUNROE 
IHY WIIV CLARK B. MERRILL 
IJG W1LV IRVING E. CUTTING 
2MG WIPH EDWARD E. HAYWARD 
IJU WIRM ALAN W. BURKE 
IJF WITK JOHN E. WILKINSON 
IUA WIUE GEORGE H. JETTE 
IKF K2BA HARRY M. ASH 
2LU W2BM EARL HERMANCE 
2DF 

, 
K2CR RICHARD D. ZUCKER 

2KN W2EG EARL C. WILLIAMS 
2FA W21L TELFER C. COOPER 
2JF W2LP LAWRENCE J. DUNN 
IJY W2WJ W. HOLLIS HOFFMAN 
6WL W2WX RICHARDS. EGOLF 
3BU W3BS KARL G. KRECH 
3CM W4TY ROBERTS. FENIMORE 
2KT W6AG GALE H. JOHNSON 
6EA W61N GEORGE T. DROSTE 
6WK W6JF BENJAMIN B. JACKSON 
6LB W7HF GEORGE 0. WILSON 
7HP WBDG DANIEL c. McCoy 
8DG W9WK CARROLL W. THOMAS 
6DQ 

COMPILED FOR THE OLD OLD TIMERS CLUB 
BY 

WILLIAM B. Gou~D WINP 
I JUNE, 1962 

A LETTER OF INTEREST FROM PERCE COLL!SON 
ADDRESSED TO 

SR. 
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1913 CAJ.,L 

IAI 
IJL 
IGJ 
IHW 
IHO 
9AI 
I JE 
IHI 
IKN 
IUE 
2BA 
2BM 
2DB 
2EA 
2DR 
2LM 
3BT 
2LE 
2BR 
3JU 
7GJ 
2EU 
2EX 
7GW 
2HA 
9AH 

FIRST f WANT TO THANK ALL THE 00TC MEMBERS WHO RESPONDED TO MY PLEA IN A RECENT 
BLABBER MOUTH NEWS LETTER, FOR COPIES OF ELMER E. BUCHER1 S BOOK, 11PRACTICAL WIRELESS TELE­

' G RA P H Y II , p U BL I S HE D I N I 9 I 7 AS A T EXT B O OK T O BE U S E D I N T H E O R I G I N AL MAR CO N I S C H O O L F O R 
Wl~ELESS OPERATORS IN NEW YORK. 

"BucH" IS .THE DEAN OF ALL WIRELESS OPERATORS TRAINING SCHOOLS, BOTH FOR COMMERCIAL 
AN~ U.S. NAVY AND ARMY TRAINERS. 



NUMBER 9 I JUNE, 1962 
~ 

PAGE 14 

---------,.------------------------------~---------
TO MY SURPRISE I RECEIVED A GREAT MANY ANSWERS AND OFFERS. I PROCURED SEVERAL OF 

THESE BaOKS FOR MY FRIENDS. EVEN 11BUCH11 DID NOT KNOW WHERE TO GET THESE COPDESo 

THIS YEAR AMATEUR RADIO ns CELEBRATONG THE FftRST 50 YEARS OF LOCENSED AMATEUR OPER­
ATION, AND IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT MR. BUCHER6 S TROBUTE TO AMATEURS WAY BACK IN 1917 

• 
(IN THE PREFACE OF IIPRACTICAL WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY11) HAS BEEN ONADVERTANTLY COPOED. AND CONFIRM­
ED BY MANY 8F 8UR PRESENT DAY COMMERCIAL AND ARMED FORCES HiGH RANKING OFFOCERSo 

As A MATTER OF NEWS TO ALL OF THE OOTC GROUP WHO CAN TRACE THEOR LOVES BAC~ TO 
1912, I REFER ALL HANDS TO THE APROL ISSUE OF' QST, PAGE 65, ADVOSING ALL DloLD T!MERS11 THAT 
AT A GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY BANQUET TO BE HELD IN NEW YORK CITY ON OCTOBER 13TH 1962, IN CON­
JUNCTION WITH THE HUDSON DIVISION CONVENTION, AND SPONSORED BY THE ARRL, IRE, QCWA, AFCEA, 
AND. THE SSB AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION. ALL OLD TIMERS WHO CAN PROVE THEY WERE LICENSED IN 
1912, AND STILL HOLD AN AMATEUR RADIO LICENSE, WILL BE GIVEN SPECiAl AWARDS, WHETHER OR 
NOT THEY ARE ACTUALLY ABLE TO ATTEND THIS BANQUET. 

OUR MUTUAL AND OLD FRIEND JOHN 01BLASI--W2FX, PRESIDENT OF THE QCWA, IS CHAIRMAN 
OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE WHO WILL PROCESS THESE AWARDS. THERE ARE SEVERAL MEMBERS OF THE 
OOTC WHO SHOULD BE QUALIFIED FOR ONE OF THESE AWARDS. MAY I AGAIN SAY THAT BLABBER MOUTH 
CERTAINLY DOES GET RESULTS. 
WITH BEST 73, 

SINCERELY, • 

Fe~~~ B. COLLISON K2DZ 
9 LORRAONE □ RHVE 
EASTCHESTER, N.Y. 

A BIT OF. TtH~,AND A BIT OF THAT 
BY HOWARD. S /' PYLE 1 

11YB60 W70E 

AND •••• A GOOD WAY TO START HS TO OFFER A HEARTY HANS-SHAKE AND A CORDOAL CONDENSER 
DISCHARGE TO WHOEVER CAME UP WOTH THE NEW TOTLE FOR OUR JOURNAloooNOW SPARK-GAP TIMES! i CAN 
JUST SMELL THE OZONE WHOLE THE DOSC IS T~RNUNG AND THE SPARKS ARE F'lASHONG! THAT6 S SO MUCH 
BETTER THAN THE PREVHOUS TITLE, ALTHOUGH AS 16YE 0LDE COPY BOY11 ADVISES ME, j KIND!, STARTED 
SUMP!No WITH A SUGGESTION THAT WE LOOK FOR A MORE D6GNOF'IED TITLE. AT ANY RATE, WHOEVER 
CAME UP WITH THE NEW TiTLE DiD AN EXCELLENT JOB.c.MAYBE !T w·AS 11YE OLDE COPY B!,Y HIMSELF 0

11 

. ~: :. ·1~~~j~;f~:.~•(~irl.('1r.-,':"/;:·k,'n',,'rl;:~': '•t; 

THE OTHER DAY I HAD A LETTER FROM ONE OF MY EASTERN EDITORS WHBCH ACCOMPANIED THE 
RETURN (REJECTED) OF A MANUSCRIPT I HAD SENT HIM ON SOMETHING OR OTHER •• ! DON6 T REMEMBER 
WHAT. (OH, YES; I GET REJECTIONS AS WELL AS ACCEPTANCES!). IN EFFECT THE LETTER SAUD •.. 
11SOME DAY I HOPE TO FIND OUT HOW SO MANY AUTHORS, LOCATED iN SUCH WIDELY SCATTERED. AREAS 
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, SEEM TO ALL SUBMIT ALMOST IDENTICAL ARTICLES AT ABOUT THE SAME TIME.'' 
HE WENT ON TO SAY, 11SURE, YOU HAD AN EXCELLENT SUBJECT COVERING A VERY GOOD IDEA, BUT WE HAD 
ALREADY ACCEPTED PRACTICALLY THE SAME THING FROM ANOTHER WRITER AND HAVE TWO MORE SWBMITTED 
SINCE THEN !11 I MENTION TH! S BECAUSE WHEN THE LAST ISSUE OF "BLABBER MOUTH11 APPEARED/ I THOR- A 
OUGHLY ENJOYED READING GEORGE STERLONG6 S REMINISCENSES OF SOME OF HIS DAYS AS A RADIO !NSPEC"f9 
OR IN THE OLD DEPT. OF COMMERCE, BUREAU OF NAVOGATOON SET-UP. 

THE SiGNiFBCANT THBNG THAT STRUCK ME WAS THAT ABOUT A WEEK PREVIOUS TO GEORGEos MOST 
ENTERTAiNING ARTDCLE~ I HAD MAULED BRUCE KELLEY, A PDECE WHICH RAN ALMOST ARM IN ARM WITH~ 
GEORGE1 S STORY! PARTICULARLY PARALLEL WAS THE ftNCDDENT OF THE ARC EQUDPMENTJ BRUC~~SHOULD 
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HAVE HIS 110LD TIMERS BULLETIN11 IN THE MAIL SHORTLY AND WHICH WILL CARRY HY LITTLE SQ.UDB. You 
WHO RECEIVE THE OT BULLETIN WILL SEE WHAT I MEAN WHEN YOU READ IT; IF YOU AREN1T A SUBSCRIBER 
BETTER DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT ••• LOT1 S OF GOOD MEAT IN EVERY ISSUE; SIMPLY WRITE BRUCE KELLEY, 
MAIN STREET, HOLCOMB, NoYo, AND GET A SAMPLE AND THE DOPE. 

MOST OF YOU ARE FAMILIAR WITH ANOTHER 11BEAR11 WHICH APPARENTLY I GRABBED BY THE TAIL 
IN PICKING UP TOM APPLEBY1 S W3AX, SUGGESTION HADE CASUALLY, THAT OT WOULD BE INTERESTING TO 
KNOW WHO WAS THE FIRST LICENSED u.s. AMATEUR. Boy! AFTER SUGGESTING IN HY COLUMN, 11RANDOM 
RADIATION" IN WESTERN RADIO AMATEUR MAGAZINE, THAT WE DO A BIT OF RESEARCH ALONG THESE LINES, 
11VE BEEN SWAMPED WITH MAIL! INTENSELY INTERES11NG DATA HAS BEEN UNCOVERED BUT THE FDLE IS 
THICKER THAN I CAN HANDLE. ACTUALLY, IT LOOKS LIKE A JOB FOR AN ORGANIZATION TO TACLLE, 
RATHER THAN AN INDIVIDUAL. 00TC COULD MAYBE HANDLE IT, OR QCWA., MAYBE BRUCE KELLEY0 S 
OLD TIMERS SET-UP •• JIM STEGNERS1 RADIO GUILD OF AMERICA OR SIMILAR GROUP. IT WILL BE ALL 
WORK AND WILL ALL a5 VOLUNTARY BUT IF ANYONE CAN DIG UP ONE OR MOREVOLUNTEERS TO WORK ON IT, 
I 1LL GLADLY FORWARD THE COMPLETE FILES TO DATE. 

RAT·~:,Elef~ THAN RISK GETTING HY STUBBY NECK ANY FURTHER OUT WITH MORE SUGGESTIONS WHICH 
MIGHT BACK-FliE, I 1 LL PULL OUT FOR THIS ISSUE AND LET YOU GUYS MULL OVER THE ABOVE. AGAIN 
THOUGH, I WANT TO REPEAT CONGRATULATIONS ON THE NEW NAME 11SPARK-GAP TIMES 11 AND CAN SEE NO 
RE\f SON WHY IT SHOULD NOT CONT I NUE TO BE THE SUCCESS THAT IT a S PREDECESSOR, 11BLABBER MOUTH11 

HA'S BEEN. 1173 11 

• THE TEXAN RUSHED UP TO THE TICKET COUNTER AT AN AIRPORT TERMONAL. 11GIVE ME A TICKET 
ON THE NEXT PLANE.II 

11WHERE TO SIR? 11 ••••• ANYWHERE ,SON, ANYWHERE. ! 0vE GOT BUSINESS ALL 0VER. 11 

LITTLE OLD LADY TO INCOME TAX CLERLg 181 DO HOPE YOU8LL GIVE MY MONEY TO SOME NICE 
COUNTRY. 

JUDGEi 11GIVE YOUR "NAME, OCCUPATION AND THE CHARGE AGAONST You.DI 
PRISONERi 11MY NAME IS SPARKS, I 0H AN ELECTRICOAN, ANO THE CHARGE ·os BATTERY.oo 

; Two LADIES WHO HAD NOT SEEN EACH OTHER FOR A LONG TOME MET ON THE STREET. 
110H, MARY,11 EXCLAIMED ONE. 11So MANY THINGS HAVE HAPPENED TO HE SONCE I SAW YOU LAST. 1°vE HAD 
ALL MY TEETH TAKEN OUT ••• AND A NEW STOV~ AND R~FRIGE~ATOR PUT ON.ta 

.THREE GATES OF GOLD 
IF YOU ARE TE~'.PTED TO REVEAL 
A TALE SOMEON~ TO YOU HAS TOLD 
ABOUT ANOTHER, MAKE IT PASS 

BEFORE YOU SPEAK~ THREE GATES OF GOLD. 

THREE NARROW GATES8 FIRST, 11IS IT TRUE711 

THEN, 11 1s IT NEEDFUL?" IN .YOUR HIND 
GIVE TRUTHFUL ANSWER. AND THE NEXT 

- Is LAST AND NARROWEST, 11 1s IT KIN0? 11 

AND IF, TO REACH YOUR LIPS AT LAST, 
IT PASSES THROUGH THESE GATEWAYS THREE, 
THEN YOU TELL THE TALE, NOR FEAR 
WHAT THE RESULT OF SPEECH MAY BE. 

SENT IN BY HARRY L. STEFAN W8RHZ. 
THANKS HARRY. THE OTHER MATERIAL WILL 
ALSO BE USED IN FUTURE ISSUES,~ 
SPARK-GAP TIMES. YE OLDE COPY BOY. 

--------~-------~-------------------------
ATTENTION W21s 

Is YOU IS OR IS YOU Ai~bf SENT IN YOUR MUG SHOTS AND CASE HISTORIES FOR THE BLUE 
BOOK. You HAVE BUT A SHORT T!klt tli tilt IN THE LINE-IJPb How0 s ABOUT IT FELLOWS"? 
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CQ, CQ, CQ, DI SOX 

DAVID P. SHAFER K2GU 
THIS PICTURE TAKEN 1915 OR 1915 IN EASTON, M1''1?:Y.LAND AT THE AGE OF TWELVE YEARS. 

. ~-i•~ 

I 

I 
I 

THE ABOVE PICTURE REQUESTED FROM DAVE IS so REMINISCENT OF THE OLDE COPY eav 0 s 
EARLY GEAR THAT, WHEN THE OPPORTUNITY FOR PRINTING IT CAME HE WAS MORE THAN HAPPY TO PUT IT 
IN SPARK-GAP TIMES. □AVE 1 S BRIEF DESCRIPTION FOLL6ws. 

• 

THIS WAS AT EASTON, Mo. DURING LATE 1915 OR -EARLY 1916. MY HOME·MAEiE CALL w.As SOX ••• 
DIDN 11\KNOW LICENSES WERE REQUIRED! I WAS 12 YEARS OLD AND IN KNEE PANTS. 

THE RIG WASN1f~ANYTHING UNUSUAL FOR THOSE DAYS; HOME MADE LOOSE COUPLER {GOOD FOIi -
NAA ESP.ECIALLY), A MURDOCK CONDENSOR, CRYSTAL HOLDER (USED GALENA), BRANDES 2000 OHH PHOKES. 
THE XTR (!) WAS A*" SPARK COIL, SPARK GAP, KEY, BATTERY SWITCH (DRY CELLS) AND A DPDT ANT'ENNA 

SWITCH. THE ANTENNA WAS ABOUT 150 FEET OF WIRE FROM THE HOUSE TO A TREE. 
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THE QTH WAS THE EASTER HOUSE (HOTEL). MR. EASTER THE OWNER WASN1T TOO HAPPY ABOUT 

11ALL THOSE SPARKS11 IN HIS PLACE BUT I CAUSED HIM NO TROUBLE. AFTER WWI, I BECAME 3AC IN 
BALTIMORE AND MADE A MORE SOPHISTICATED RIG, (EVENTUALLY A HOME MADE I KW XFR), ROTARY 
SINK GAG, 2 STAGE VT REGEN RECEIVER (TICKLER COIL), SQUIRREL CAGE ANTENNA, ETC. 

Now AT W2GU, ALL IS CHANGED--EVEN THE OP IS GETTING GRAY AND WRINKLED. (SHUCKS DAV~ 
- THAT AIN 1T NO WAY TO TALK). SERIOUSLY THOUGH DAVE, THE PICTURE OF YOUR OLD RIG LOOKED SO 

MUCH LIKE MY'EARLIER EQUIPMENT THAT I COULD CRY IN MY BEER IFF 1 N I HAD SOME BEER. (E.E.C.) 

I 

JANUARY 22, 1962 

NEW APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN OOTC, (REORGANIZED) 

I • QUALi FI CATI ON FOR MEMBERSHIP 

A) I. I WERNER A. BIRCH, HAi~ A GENERAL CLASS LICENSE NOW OPERATING UNDER THE CALL 
K2DC; I HAVE BEEN A RADIO AMATEUR SINCE APRIL 1911, LONG BEFORE LICENSING OF AMATEURS. 

B) I.· MY FIRST TWO WAY CONTACT BY WIRELESS WAS IN THE FALL OF !9!! WITH A HOMt-MADE 
IQ INCH SPARK COIL WITH A VIBRATOR WORKDNG FROM 64 (OLD) i.5 VOLT_OISCAROED 
BATTERIES WITH FOUR IN PARALLEL, WITH 16 4-BANKS UN SEROES, AN OIL IMMERSED 
GLASS 8xl0 INCH PHOTO GLASS PLATE CONDENSER, A STRAUGHT SPARK GAP, AND A C~PPER 
HELIX WITH PRIMARY AND SECONDARY. i GOT A I INCH BLUOOH SPARK. THE RECEOVER WAS 
A TWO-SLIDE ,TUNER WITH VARIABLE CONDENSER (MURDOCK-SLIDING IN THE GROOVES!), PL 
PLUS A GALENA\OR SILICON DETECTOR, PHONE CONDENSER (FOXED) AND E.1. Co. EAR­
PHONES, 2000 OHMS. ANTENNA-16-100 FT. LONG WIRES ONE FOOT APART-T ANTENNA. 

2. MY CALL LETTERS WERE: WAK, WK, WAB AND WB PRIOR TO AMATEUR LICENSING BY THE 
GOVERNMENT. LATER IN 1916 I· WAS LICENSED AS 9ABI AT CHISHOLM, MINNESOTA. R.G.H. 
MATTHEWS SEALED THE EQUIPMENT, EVEN THE KEY IN THE OLD BROWN BAGSo IN. BERKELEY, 
CALIFORNIA,ON DECEMBER 20TH, 1919, I BECAME RELICENSED AS 6GL, GETTONG AMATEUR 
FIRST GRADE LICENSE, AT 1010 TENTH STREET HEARST AVENUE. 

3. IN THE FALL OF 1911, I MADE MY FIRST TWO-WAY CONTACT BY WIRELESS WITH PETER 
HANSON WHOSE CALL WAS PH, AT CHISHOLM, MINNESOTA AS HE WAS A CRIPPLE, PARA­
LYZED FEET, AND I GOT HIM INTERESTED IN AMATEUR 11WORELESS11, EVEN PLAYING CHESS 
VIA THE AIR. LATER HE AND I USED THE AUDION WITH A CORE MAGNET BN SERIES WITH 
THE 11A11 BATTERY·>/-,,~HAT AMPL IF 8 CAT 8 ON ON NAA ! 

-:;:'·'• 

4 ■ MY PRESENT CALL IS: K2DC-VUKING I WUTH VFO ANO COUPLER HOME-MAD~ WITH ONE LEFT 
HAND. RECEIVER IS AN SX-71 HALLICRAFTER WITH A HOME-MADE ANTENNA COUPLER.OTHER 
EQUIPMENT: MCELROY TAPESENOER, TAPE AND WORE RECORDERS, HOME-MADE TUBE TESTER 
AND OTHER TESTING EQUIPMENT. ALSO I HAVE A CHALK STOCK-MARKET BOARD UN THE 

5. 

RADIO ROOM, LISTING ABOUT 60 STOCKS (MAIN LEADERS)!.! I HAVEN°T A PICTURE YET OF 
MY PRESENT STATION, AS I MOVED TO A NEW QTH HERE UN LONDCROFT1 NEW JERSEY. 
WILL HAVE MY SON MAKE SOME FOR THE RECORDSg THEN ! WOLL SEND IN THE 1916 
COPIES AND THE PRESENT PICTURES. HOWEVER I AM SENDING YOU A. COPY OF ME BUILD-
ING MY TRANSMITTER ANTENNA COUPLER, SO YOU CAN SEE ANDbLD TIMER WORKING ONLY 

•.ii 
WITH THE LEFT HAND ALONE. 

I WAS BORN AT TOWER, MINNESOTA ON DECEMBER 25 1 1897- AM THE OLDEST OF TEN 
CHILDREN-GRADUATED A FOUR YEAR HIGH SCHOOL COURSE BN THREE YEARS AT CHOSHOLM, 
MINNESOTA. WAS A THEATRE ORGANIST ANO MUSICAL DORECTOR BEFORE ! MY RIGHT ARM 
ON JULY 8TH 1952. HAVE CONDUCTED 14~PERETTAS IN THE FINNDSH LANGUAGE. WAS IN 
THE ARMY IN 1918 AS A RADIO ONSTRUCTOR AT THE MPLS-ST PAUL AGRICULYU~E COLLEGE 

: ,\ 
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FJANCOSCOp CALOFORN8Aop LDCENSE # 11075 WHOCH i STOLL HAVE ON MY POSSESSDON 
NOWo IF THE OOTC WANTS T0 9 i t~N SHOW THOS 1919 LOCENSE 10 MRo EARL WOLLOAMS9 
W2EG9 PERSONALLY9 PROVONG 40 ~EAR$ A HAH9 ALTHOUGH OT WAS 51 YEARS THOS COM= 
ING APROlo HAS ANYBODY STULL GOT A BALDWON lVPE C HEAD Sfl?==I HAVE!!! 

E) ON FEBRUARY 26TH9 1952 9 I SENT TEN DOLLARS TD THE OL& OLD TiMERS CLUB THROUGH 
BERT9 WINQ0 == i AH SENDONG NOW WUTH THO£ NEW APPLOCAT,BON A MONEY ORDER FOR 
TEN DOLLARS. WHO CH I OBTAONED BE~ORE I LOOKED AT HY RECGRD~o As THE FEBRUARY 
26 9 !952 WAS AN ONOTOAL ffE 9 j H~~E NOW PAOD $20000 ONlO THE tLUBo THEREFORE 
AH DINATONG THE OVER=PAOD $5000 T~ THE oorc TO HELP DEfRAY 'fHE REDRGANOZAlOON 
EXPEN$fS OF THE NEWLY CR~ANOZEg OLD OLD TIMERS ClUBo 

MY PRE$fNT $TATOIN OS L~tAlE~ ~N N~RTH MAJE$llt AijENUE BETMIEEN REGAL PLACE 
AND RIGERS A~ENUEo lONtROFT 9 NEW JERSEVo i WA~E THE CERTOfDtATE 0$$UED TO HE 
ON FEBRUARY 1952 BV THE OlO OlO TIMERS ClUBo 

THANK VOU GENTLEMEN9 THE OlD OlD TiMER$ 9 LET 9 $ LOVE A lONG9 LONG LOrE LOKE 
GRAND DADDY 8ROUGIJ-ITON9 THE DEt;EASE8'" K2AEo 

•.·. 

K2DCp KDLOWATl ro DORECY CURREN¥ 

WERNER Ao B ll RCH 
PoOo Box 431 

lONCROFlp NEW JERSEY» UoSoAo 

THE ABOVE YERY ONTERESTONG ARlllClE 9 ALTHOUGH DATED JANUARY 22 9 WAS N8T ~VERLOOKED BUT 
THIS ISSUE OF SPARK-GAP TIMES HA$ BEEN YHE FOR$l OPP~RlUNOTY TO FUBLOSHo THUS.WOLL GCCURR FROM 
TIME TO TDHE AS A RESULT OF TVPE or HATEROAL A~D EFfORl f~ OBTAllN BALAN~E ON MATEROALo THANKS 
WERNERo KEEP UP THE GIOD WORKo VE GlDE CC?Y BOYo 

THE VOiCE OF THE WiRElESS 

THE WI LO WO ND $ 0 NG$9 H'tr' AIER UL R ONG$9 -
THE STORM CLOUD$ RUSH ~Ng R@Ll9 

THE STARS HAVE GONE AND THE H@QN E~E L~NG 
WILL BE HOD==HEAR lHE BELl=BUOY l@LL! 

No FEAR OF THE BLAST A$ OT RU$HES PAST 

BijT WHEN T~[ $UN 0~ B~OG~T9 WOT~ BREElE$ LOGHT 
T~~U THE flE~$ANl $~MME~ DAV$9 

HV HOUR$ ~~E FOLLE~ war~ A HA~~O~R THROLL9 
AND NO THOUGHTS OF A WATERY GRAVE9 

i $AV 00Gocrn =BYOO TO SH Of$ HIAT LO IE 
FULlS MY HEART9 FCR 0,os STRONG AND 

AND I 1LL DO MY WORK AND NEVER SH ORK 
BRAVE9 FAR OUT ON THE OCEANu~ FGAMI 

AS LONG AS THERE0 s MEN ro 5AVE3 

0Hp THE STEADY WHORR AND THE GOANT PURR 
OF THE DYNAMO SENDS THE.FURE» 

A RUSHING TEST AS THE KEY OS PREST9 

T~ROUGH MY NERVES OF TREMBLONG WOREI 
WITH A CRACKLONG SNAP, THE GREAT SPARK GAP 

SPRONGS TO LOFE ON A BURST OF FLAME9 

AND I 1L~ DO MY BEST OF ANS OS 
COMES STAGGERDNG THRU THE RAONo 

JUST A LAST FAREWELL9 lOKE A BROKEN SPELL» 
FROM THE FijLKS YOU LEFT AT HOMEo 

Bur WHAT OF THE MAN WHO CAN UNDERSTAND 
AND MASTER MY MOGHTY POWER? 

GOVE HOM THE PRAOSE THAr 0 s DUE THE BRAVEp 
SONG OT EVERY DAY AND HOUR9 

WOTHOUT HOS PLANS YO GUODE MY HAND 
ij WOULD LOE ON A USELESS HEAP9 

Mr ELECTROe FLOODp LUKE SlUGGOSH BLOOD 
WOULD CLOT==-=AND i 0 o FALL ASLEEP! 

• 

... 
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THE-VOICE OF THE WIRELESS 

BUT I QUICKLY WAKE AND LIKE A SNAKE 
MY ZIG-ZAG SPARKS FLY' WIDEj 

BRAVE THE DEEP AND THE PATHLESS STEEP» 
WHEN MY MASTER1 S BY MY SIDEi 

FEAR NO FOE9 THRU SPACE I G09 

• AT THE TEMPEST I LOUDLY LAUGH; 
MAN1 S MASTER MIND HAS CONQUERED TIME 

WITH THE WIRELESS TELEGRAPH! 

ED. A. WENDLER, 8WK 
1918 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 
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WORDS OF WISDOM 

G00 9 GRANT ME THE SERENUTY TO ACCEPT 
THINGS i CANNOT CHANGEt THE COURAGE TO CHANGE 
THE THINGS i CAN AND THE WISDOM TO KNOW THE 
DIFFERENCE. 

IF YOU WANT TO BE HAPPY 
I 1LL SHOW YOU THE WAY, 

00N 1T LOVE TOMORROW 
UNTIL YOU HAVE LOVED TODAY. 

THE CALL OF W DOUBLE ! 

THE WINTER SUN HAS SETTLED9 

DARKNESS IS CREEPING NEAR; 
THE MOON SLIPS BEHIND A COLD BLACK CLOUD, 

DENYING THE WORLD OF HIS CHEER. 
A SENTRY STANDS ~AITHFUL TO DUTY, 

• AS OUT THROUGH THE LIMITLESS SKY 
CRASHES THE CALL FROM LOYAL AMERICA, 

THE CALL _OF W DOUBLE I. 

IT srEAKS AND THE WHOLE WORLD LISTENS, 
AND IN THE FAR OFF CITY OF ROME 

A HAPPY AMERICAN SAILOR 
HEARS THE CALL OF HIS HOME, SWEET HOME. 

IT COMES FROM THE LISTENING GERMAN, 
AS THE EAGLE1 S OWN WARNING CRY; 

AND HE SHUDDERS AS HE HEARS THE WARNING, 
THE CALL OF W DOUBLE I. 

• THE FRENCHMAN HEARS AND IS COMFORTED, 
FOR HE KNOWS THAT IT SPEAKS WITH POWER; 

HE KNOWS THAT AID IS COMING, 
THOUGH HE KNOWS NOT THE DAY OR HOUR. 

THE LOAD ON HIS HEART IS LIGH~ER 
AS HE SETTLES BACK WITH A SOGH; 

IT COMES TO HIS EAR AS MUSIC 
THE CALL OF W DOUBLE I. 

OUT ON THE WIND SWEPT OCEAN 
THE SAILOR HEARS THE CALL; 

HE KNOWS IT COMES FROM AMERICA, 
THE GRANDEST LAND OF ALL ■ 

HE GRASPS IT 1 S HOGH-PITCHED MUSOC 
AS IT CRASHES THROUGH THE SKY, 

1TIS TO HIM AS THE SONG OF THE ANGELS, 
rHE CALL OF W DOUBLE I. 

IN FAR OFF COLD ALASKA 
A SOLDIERS EYES GROW BRIGHT 

As HE MURMERS, 11YEP, THAT, HIM CALLING, 
AND HE1 S COMING IN GOOD TONIGHT. 11 

AND HE SITS AND LISTENS CLOSELY 
WITH THAT STERN LOOK IN HIS EYE; 

FOR HE KNOWS 0TIS THE V01CE OF OLD GLORY 
THE CALL OF W DOUBLE I. 

THE MOON COMES OUT FROM HIS HIDONG, 
AND SMILES HIS PRAISING CHEER, 

ON THE LAND OF FREE AMERICA, 
WHo0 s CALL HE TOO MUST HEAR. 

THE CLOUDS ROLL AWAY TO THE SOUTHWARD, 
THE STARS PEEP DOWN FROM THE SKY, 

AND THE WHOLE WORLD STOPS TO LISTEN, 
TO THE CALL OF W DOUBLE !. 

REVOVED BY 
11TATE11, W8FX 

1921 

-DTE FROM YE OLDE COPY BOY8--- How DID I DONE iT? BOTH OF THE PRECEEDONG POEMS WERE SENT ON 
BY lATE BUT 1- □ 0D NOT PROPERLY CREDIT THEM. THE VOICE OF THE WIRELESS WAS REVllVED BY lATE AND 
THE CALL OF W DOUBLE ! SHOULD HAVE BEEN CREDITED TO ED. A. WENDLER, 8WK •••• SORRY FELLERS. EEC. 
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READ THIS AND YOU'LL FEEL BETTER ABOUT FCC 

USS SKIPJACK 

THE COMMANDING OFFICER 
SUPPLY 0ff1CER, NAVY YARD, MARE ISLAND. 
COMMANDER SUBMARINES, SOUTHWEST PACIFIC. 
TOILET PAPER 
{A} {4608} USS HbLLAND {S-184} USS SKIPJACK 

REQ.. 7042 OF JULY 30, 1941 .. 
(B} SO NYMI CANCELLED INVOICE No. 272836 
{A} SAMPLE OF CANCELLED INVOICE. 
(B) SAMPLE OF MATEROAL REQUESTED. 

I. THIS SUBMITTED A REQ.UISDTIONFOR 150 ROLLS OF TOOLET PAPER ON 30 JULY, TO USS HOLLAND. 
THE MATERIAL WAS ORDERED BY HOLLAND TO THE SUPPLY OFFOCER, NAVY YARD, MARE ISLAND, FOR DELIVERY 
TO THE USS SKIPJACK. 

2. THE SUPPLY OFFICER, MARE ISLAND ON NOVEMBER 26, !941 CANCELLED MARE ISLAND !NVOOCE 
272836 WITH THE STAMPED NOTATION, 11CANCELLED, CANNOT ODENTIFY.1o THOS CANCELLED INVOOCE WAS 
RECEIVED BY SK I PJACK JUNE 10, 1942. 

3. DURING THE ELEVEN AND A HALF MONTHS ELAPSONG FROM THE TIME OF ORDERONG THE TOILET 
PAPER TO THE BRESENT DATE, THE USS SKOPJACK PERSONNEL, DESPITE THEIR BEST EFFORTS TO AWAIT 
DELIVERY OF THE SUBJECT MATERIAL, HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO WAOT ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS ANO THE STT­
UATION IS NOW ACUTE, PARTICULARLY DURING DEPTH-CHARGE ATTACKS BY THE 11BACK STABBERS. 11 

4. ENCLOSURE (8) OS A SAMPLE OF
0

THE DESORED MATEROAL PROVIDED FOR THE INFORMATION OF 
THE SUPPLY OFFICER, NAVY YARD, MARE ISLAND. THE COMMANDING OFFOCER OF THE USS SKIPJACK CANNOT 
HELP BUT WONDER WHAT IS BEING USED AT MARE ISLAND AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR THIS UNDDENTIFIABLE 
MATERIAL ONCE SO WELL KNOWN TO THIS COMMAND. 

5. BOAT1 S PERSONNEL DURING" THIS PERIOD HAS BECOME ACCUSTOMED TO THE USE OF E~SATZ IN 
PROPORTION TO THE VAST AMOUNT OF INCOMING PAPER WORK GENERALLY NO~-ESSENJOAL, AND IN SO DOUNG 
FEELS THAT THE WISH OF THE BUREAU OF SHIPS FriR ~HE REDUCTOON 0~ PAPER WORK IS BEONG COMPLIED 
WITH, THUS KILLING TWO BIRDS WITH ONE STONE. 

6. IT IS BELIEVED BY THIS COMMAND THAT THE STAMPED NOTATOON 11CANNOT ODENTOFY11 OS POSS­
IBLY IN ERROR, AND THAT THOS OS SOMPLY A CASE OF S~ORTAGE OF STRATEGOC WAR MATEROAL, USS SKIP­
JACK BEING LOW ON THE PRIORITY LIST. 

7. !NORDER TO CO-OPERATE ON THE WAR EFFORT AT SMALL LOCAl SACROFOCE USS SKOPJACK DESIR­
ES NO FURTHER ACTION BETAKEN UNTIL THE END OF THE CURRENT WAR, WHOCH HAS CREATED A SOTUATOON 
SO APTLY DESCROBED AS 11WAR OS HELL. 18 

(SOGNED) J. W. COE 

THE ABO~E LETTER, EXACTLY AS APPEARS ABOVE WOLL BE FOUND ON PAGE 145 OF 11UNiTED STATES 
SUBMARINE OPERATUONS ON WORLD WAR I po AS EOHED BY THEODORE Rosc0E FROM OFFOCOAIL. $0URCE RECOR& 

AND PUBLISHED BY THE UNOTED STATES m•vAL INSTOTUTE, ANNAPOLOS9 Mo. W 
THE SIG,NATURE OF 11JaWo CoE 11 AT. THE BOTTOM OF THOS LETTER OS P.ERPORTED TO BE THAT OF 

CoMMANDER JAME's w. CoE USN,. CLAss oF 1930,USNA, wHo wAs coMMANooNG oFFOCER or THE u.s~ 

• 



• -

NUMB£R 9 I JUNE11 1962 PAGE 2 ! o 

SLBMARINE SKIPJACK IN THE SOUTHWEST PACIFIC DURING WORLD WAR i lo ALSO KNOWN AS 11REDS COE11o ·,• ' 

SUBMITTED BY 
PAUL Go WATSON W380 

------------------------------------------------~--------------=--=----------------------------
A\VERY INTERESTING LETTER DATED 27 APRIL WAS RECEIVED FROM OUR GOOD F'RIEN PERCE ~OLLISON, .AN 

·L ')' 

EXCERPT FROM WHICH FOLLOWS. 111 ENJOY SENDING YOU ARTICLES THAT TRIGGER OF'F' SOME OF' THE OLD 
TIMERS SO THAT THEY TOO CAN PLAY BACK SOME OF' THE FORGOTTEN ORIGINAL DAYS STORED ON THE TAPE 
IN THEIR BRAINS. HERE IS ANOTHER 11PLAY BACK11, LET 1 S SEE WHAT IT WILL TRIGGER OF'F'!11 

I REFER TO THE TRANSITION OF' TRANSMITTERS FROM 11SPARK COILS 11 WITH VllBRATOR•S\1 1NTERRUPTERS11 

TO THE 11SLABY-ARC0 11 MERCURY-TU RB I NE COMMUTOR-11CHOPPERS11, ( BOTH DC), OPERATED wn T.H .. PLATINUM· 
CONTACTS ON THE VIBRATORS (VERY EXPENSIVE EVEN THEN) AND THE MUDDY MESS OF' THE MERCURY SQUIRT­
ERS IN THE SLABY-ARCO 11CHOPPERS11o SINCE EITHER DC FROM STORAGE BATTERIES OR FROM THE.SHIPS, 
DC GENERATORS WAS THE ONLY POWER SOURCE AVAILABLE 11WAY BACK THEN11

11 THE POWER OF' ALL TRANSMITT­
ERS WAS VERY LOW. 

THE USE OF' 60 CYCLE AC, ON LAND11 WAS BEGINNING TO REPLACE I !0 VOLTS DC. A BRILLnANT, 
SELDOM MENTIONED 11WIRELESS EN!,INEER 11 WITH EITHER AMERDCAN DEFOREST COMPANY OR THE UNITED 
WIRELESS, HAD AN INSPIRATION ·ro PUT 60 CYCLE AC AT !10 VOLTS INTO THE PRDMARY OF' A BnG TRANS­
FORMER WITH A VERY HIGH VOLTAGE SECONDARY, AND FOUND TO HUS DElDGHT THAT HE COULD GET A' 
TERRIFIC 11SPARK11 WHICH WAS STEADY (AND DAMNABLY NOOSY)o THUS ENGnNEER0S NAME WAS HARRY 

..,.iHOEMAKERj I WONDER HOW MANY OF' THE OLD-TI HERS REMEMBER HUM? HE WAS 1HE FATHER OF THE EMMENSE 
--D 11COF'F'IN11 TRANSFORMERS AND 11HllGH-POWER11 TRANSMITTERS WHUCH EXTENDED THE RANGE OF' SHUP AND 

SHORE STATIONS BY THOUSANDS OF' MILES. 

SIXTY CYCLE AC ON SH I PS WAS DERIVED FROM THE VENERABLE 1DRoBB U NS-MEYERS18 MOTOR GENE·RATORS 
AND OFTEN AT SHORE STATIONS WHERE ONLY DC WAS AVADLABLE FROM THE POWER lllNES. 00N°T FORGET THAT 
IT NICHOLA TESLA WHO PUT HIGH VOLTAGE 60 CYCLE POWER LUNES ON THE MAP11 WHllCH COULD DUSTRiBUTE 
THIS AC OVER VERY LONG DISTANCES (QITH SMALL wnRE AND HUGH VOLTAGE) WHllCH WAS DROPPED DOWN TO 
SAFE VOLTAGE AT THE CUSTOMER1 S PREMISES WITH 11STEP DOWN11 TRANSF'ORMERSo 

THE OLD 11TIN F'OIL 11 COATED LEYDEN JARS HAD TO BE REPLACED WUTH 11F'USED-ON11 COPPER COATINGS 
ON JENA GLASS JARS. THE GERMANS DEVELOPED CONCENTRIC COPPER PUPES WITH A REMOVABLE GLASS TUBE­
SOME OF' THESE WERE AS MUCH AS SIX INCHES IN DIAMETER AND snx F'EET LONG. THESE BATTERIES OF' 
11CONDENSERS11 SURE COULD TAKE A 11WALLOP.11 

THE OLD STRAIGHT GAP WAS REPLACED WITH RELATIVELY 11HIGH-TONE 10 NON-SYNCHRONOUS ROTARY 
SPARK GAPS. CAME THE DAY WHEN THESE NOISY 11SAW-MllLLS11 WERE SCRAPPED BECAUSE THE TELEFUNKEN 
CROWD DESIGNED 500 CYCLE ALTERNATORS WHICH DEVELOPED THE 11MUSiCAL-SPARK 11 WHICH CUT 11STATiC.i 1 

THEY GOT AN INTERNATIONAL PATENT ON THE USE OF' THE 500 CYCLE AC AND HAD THE MARCONI COMPANY, 
THE UN I TED WI RE LESS AND OTHER COMPANIES WI LL I NG Hl 11K I SS THE F'EET11 SO THAT THEY TOO COULD USE 
THESE HIGH F'REQUENCIESo 

THERE NEVER WAS A PRETTBER SOUND THAN A 500 CYCLE SYNCHRONOUS ROTARY SPARK GAP. IT HAD A 
SOLID BODY THAT OUR BEST CW TRANSMITTERS TODAY CANNOT EQUAL F'OR COPYllNG CODE THROUGH HEAVY 
STATIC. THEN OF' COURSE CAME THE IIQUENCHED GAPS11 AND A CONSTANT STREAM OF' IMPROVEMENTS THAT 
KEPT THE OLD MARCON I COMPANY AND OTHERS u N A CONSTANT STATE OF NERVOUS DOF'RUSTRAT Q ON19• 

ER AT 
u.s. 
CAP~ 
u.s. 

I WONDER HOW MANY OF' THE FELLOWS REMEMBER THE POWERFUL FESSENDEN ooi..ONG WAVEDO TRANSMITT-
8RANDT ROCK, IN MASSACHUSETTS WHBCH BLASTED OUT 11BQDO SOGNALS WHICH WERE COPDED BY A 

NAV~ CRUISER, DAY AND NOGHT, WITHOUT FADING TROUBLES11 ALL THE WAY FROM BOSTON TO THE 
OF' ~~OD HOPE IN AFRICA, RESULTING IN A SWEET CONTRACT TO THE FESSENDEN COMPANY FROM THE 
NAVY TO MODERNIZE THE WIRELESS EQUIPMENT ON ALL U.So NAVAL VESSELS AND LANB STATIONS. 



NUMBER 9 I JUNE, !962 PAG~- 22 

THE FESSENDEN COMPANY HAD A POWERFUL 500 CYCLE TRANSMITTER (JOHNVolo HOGANJWAS CHBEF 
ENGINEER) ON THE BUSH TERMINAL BU.ILDING IN BRO~KLYN, N.Y.) THEY ALSO HAD SOMOLAR TRANSMITTERS 
ON THE UNITED FRUIT PASSENGER AND BANANA BOATS WHICH PLBED BETWEEN ALL DMPORTANT U.S. GAST 
COAST AND GOLF PORTS, AND THE BANANA PLANTATIONS IN HONDURAS ANO GUATEMALA. 

THEY ALSO HAD A 11WQWSER11 OF A STATION ON SWAN ISLAND IN THE GULF OF MEXICO. THEY HAD 24 
HOURS A DAY RELIABLE COMMUNICATION BETREEN THEIR SHIPS AND THEOR OWN LAND STATIONS. THE MARCONI j 

COMPANY COULDN1T EVEN GET THEIR TOES I;: THE DOOR. OH, YES, THE CONDENSER !N THEIR TRANSMITTER 
WAS A BIG TANK, ABOUT AS BIG AS AN ASH CAN, IN WHICH THERE WERE MANY METAL PLATES; THE INSUL­
ATION BETWEEN THESE PLATES WAS NOT OIL, IT WAS 11COMPRESSED AiR 11, WHICH OF COURSE WAS SELF 
HEALING. You WOULD PUMP UP THE AIR TO QUITE A FEW POUNDS AND THEN BLEED IT OFF TO GET THE 
PRIMARY CIRCUIT ON TO 600 METERS. IT DID NOT TAKE THE OPERATORS LONG TO READ THE WAVE LENGTH 
IN TERMS OF POUNDS AF AIR PRESSURE IN THE TANK. 

LET 1 S SEE HOW MANY OF THE OLD SHIP OPERATORS (1910- 1918) REMEMBER THIS OLD UNITED FRUIT­
FESSENDEN GEAR, ALSO THE 11FLAT TOP11 ANTENNAS WITH ABOUT A DOZEN PARALLEL WIRES ON SPREADERS, 
WHICH HUNG LIKE AN IMMENSE 11HAMMOCK11 BETWEEN THE MASTS OF THESE BEAUTIFUL WHITE SHIPS. 

THOSE WERE THE DAYS OF ROMANCE. 

CHEERIO! 

PERCE B. COLLISON (K20Z) 
9 LORRAINE DRIVE 
EASTCHESTER, N.Y. 

ANOTHER MOST FASCINATING ARTICLE PERCE. BET THIS WBLL STARR UP NOSTALGIC MEMORIES. 
KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK, THIS IS HISTORY NOT FOUND IN BOOKS. YE OLDE COPY BOY. 

----------------------------------------------=--~-----=-==------------------=--~-------~------
WANI.60,:---COMMUN I CAT!ONS MANAGER 

WHILE THE 20,40 AND 75 METER NETS HAVE BEEN QUOTE SUCCESSFUL, THERE HAS BEEN A NEED AND 
ANO REQUESTS FOR GREATER NET ANO ROUNDTABLE ACTIVITIES. THIS HAS BEEN EVIDENT FOR A LONG TIME 
BUT SO FAR NO C~~~RDINATE EFFORT HAS BEEN ATTEMPTED. YOUR SECRETARY ANO YOUR PRESIDENT HAVE 
JUST ABOUT ALL iHE'woRK LOAD OF WHICH THEY ARE CAPABLE. 

A COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER IS NEEDED TO TAKE CHARGE OF THESE ACTIVITIES, ORGANIZE THESE 
N~TS ANO ROUNOTABLES AND SUPERVISE THEIR OPERATION UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE OFFICERS OF 
THE CLUB. THIS IS A RESPONSIBLE AND VERY WORTHWHILE PROJECT THAT SHOULD BE INTERESTING AND 
WOULD BE A MOST SATISFYING EXPERIENCE. IT WILL REQUiRE WORK; IT WOULD NOT BE A_TITLE WITH 
WORK ATTACHED BUT RATHER WOULD BE WORK WITH THE TITLE ATTACHED. 

WE WOULD LIKE VERY MUCH TO HAVE VOLUNTEERS FOR THIS MOST IMPORTANT POSITION AND URGE 
THOSE OF YOU ~HO ARE IN POSITION TO SERVE TO GET [fil TOUCH WITH OUR SECRETARY, MR. EARL C. 
WILLIAMS W2EG, 507 WAYSIDE ROAD, NEPTUNE, N.J. 

PRESENT 75 METER NET--THURSDAYS AT 7.00 P.M. ON 3.945--- 40 METER SSB NET 7.30 A.M. 
DAILY E~CEPT SATURDAYS iND SUNDAYS ON 7.215--- 20 METER SSB ROUNDTABLE --- DAILY EXCEPT 
SUNDAYS ATl.00 PoMo ON 14.295. ALL TIMES GIVEN ARE EASTERN STANDARD TIME. 

d .st - '9 /~ 1'1 _Ptl 'T: 

• ...... 
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----------------· --------------------------. ------.. --. -,-_--.. --- ----. - -- ----------------------
HERE IT IS 10.45 PoMo ANO ABOUT TIME TO HIT THE SACK. ! FIND THAT THE FIRST ISSUE OF 

SPARK-GAP TIMES HAS RESULTED IN A FEW COMPLAiNTS,.'liOME SUGGES1TOONS·AN.O. ;JUST A WHALE OF A LOT 
OF CO-OPERATION. THANKS FOR IT ALL FELLOWS. I~ ALL HELPS AND EVEN A COMPLADNT IS PROOF THAT 
IT IS BEING READ, WHICH AFTER ALL IS SOMETHING. WHAT IS IT THAT ACTORS AND POL!TiTIONS SAY? 
SOMETHING LIKE, 111 DON1T CARE WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT ME JUST SO THEY SAY SOMETHONG.11·'., 

THE FELLOWS WHO WERE SO KIND AS TO SUBMIT THE ARTICALS WHOCH YOU SHOULD FOND VERY INTER­
ESTING, I AM SURE ENJOYED A SENSE OF SATISFACTION IN MAKING THEIR CONTROBUTIONS TO OUR JOURNAL •• 
As A MATTER OF FACT IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CURE OF SOME OF THEIR ILLS IF THEY 
.HAVE ANY. PERHAPS THE REST OF YOU FELLOWS WILL FOLLOW SUIT. I 1 LL BET A THOUSAND VOLTS THAT 
THERE ARE MANY A TALE IN THEM THAR HILLS IF SOME OF YOU WOULD LEAN BACK AND DO A SPOT OF 
THINKING. How ABOUT IT FELLOWS. ANOTHER ISSUE IN 60 DAYS. 

Do YOU HAVE FLAT FEET& Do YOU HAVE CGRBS, BUNIONS OR CALLUSES OR INGROWN TOENAILS? IF 
SO SEND IN AN ARTICLE FOR SPARK-GAP TIMES. Do YOU HAVE IRON POOR BLOOD? ARE YOU ALL RUN DOWN, 
AND A SPAVIN ON BOTH LEFT LEGS? SEND IN AN ARTICLE FOR SPARK-GAP TIMES. Do YOU HAVE TR~UBLE 
CONT ROLL I NG YOUR AP PET I TE AND HYSTERICALLY CALL FOR RELIEF FROM THE 11TASTE 20NE 11? ·I~ $0. JUST 
SEN-0 IN AN ARTICLE FOR SPARK-GAP TIMES. 

WHAT YE OLDE COPY B~f IS TRYING TO PUT OVER IN HIS DEPRAVED WAY !S THAT WE CAN USE SOME 
MATERIAL IN THE NEXT 'IS:.sy{ OF OUR JOURNAL. How ABOUT IT GANG. IT IS YOUR JOURNAL; I REPEAT THAT 
IT WILL BE AS GOOD Ai Y00 WISH IT, IF ALL DF OUR MEMBERS WILL FOLLOW THE EXAM~(E OF OUR PRESENT 
AND PAST CONTRIBUTORS. GOD BLESS 1 EM. \'.:.,. T • IN CLOSING I WOULD FEEL REMISS IN MY DUTY IF I DID NOT PAY TROBUTE TO OUR BLUE BOOK 
EDITOR W4MF, BERT OSBORNE. BERT IS _CONTRIBUTING VERY GENEROUSLY OF HIS TOME DESPITE HIS MANY 
OTHER ACTIVITIES. You CAN SHOW YOUR APPRECIATION IN A MOST PRACT8CAL WAY IF YOU GOVE HOM YOUR 
FULL CO-OPERATION AS MOST OF OUR MEMBERS HAVE DONE. THANKS FOR THE CO-OPERATORS ANO HOPES FOR 
THE OTHERS. 

THE WISH THAT YOUR OFFOCERS HAVE FOR ALL OF YOU IS A PLEASANT ANO HEALTHFUL SUMMER9 AS 
VE3BKL, HOMER WOULD SAY, 11BE HAPPY11• 

Ml~RILL D. BEAM K2BX 
VICE PRESIDENT 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17 

EARLE. CLINE SR. W4PPZ 
PRESIDENT AND YE OLDE Copy BOY 

EARL C. WILLIAMS W2EG 
SECRETARY-TREASURER. 

JUST BEFORE WWI ENDED9 HAVING TRANSFERRED TO RADIO SECTION FROM U OF M MAJORo ADAMS STENOG~t 
RAPHER! THAT WAS THE HAM IN ME!! P.S.-MY LICENSE UNDER THE CALL 6GL WAS GIVEN BY J.F. DOLLO .N 
AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALDF. LICENSE #I 1075 WHICH I STILL HAVE IN MY POSSESSION. 

MY PRESENT STATION IS LOCATED ON:NORTH MAJESTOC AVENUE BETWEEN REGAL PLACE & ROGERS 
AVENUE, LINCROFT, NEW JERSEY. - THANK You GENTLEMEN, THE OLD OLD TIMERS; LET 0 s LIVE A LONG LIFE LIKE GRAND-DADDY 

BROUGHTON, THE BELOVED K2AE. ExsWB,1911; 9ABl,19l6; 6GL, !919 

K20C, KILOWATT TO O!RECT CURRENT, WERNER A. BIRCH, PoOo Box 431, LINCROFT, NEW JERSEY. 
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