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Depend on

the quality
inspection that
says “We Care”
about your tuners
and modules.

At PTS, service is our only
business. That's why every tuner
and module that comes through for
rebuilding gets our “We Care”
attention from start to finish.

Each module and tuner is sent
through a nine-step rebuilding
cycle of which four steps are quality
control inspection. Then we back
up each quality part with a full year
limited warranty.

[ A PTS CORPORATION

So, when that final inspection
sticker is signed you can be sure of
athorough job.

Only one company has the “We
Care” spiritinquality inspection.

Only One.

For the name of the PTS Distributor or Servicenter nearest you write PTS CORPORATION, P.O. Box 272, Bloomington, IN 47402.
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Simplify ‘your life.

Full Function
Digital Multimeter
e TRMS ACV
and ACA
¢ 0.25% Basic
Accuracy
Built-in Thermometer
¢ °C and °F Models
e Type K T/C Based

A practical approach to TRMS.

Keithley’s 132 with TRMS lets you make precision measurements on
non-sinusoidal signals that averaging can't handle, like SCR waveforms.
And because the 132 is AC coupled, the DC signal component is blocked.
So you can measure AC signals and DC signals separately, like the AC
ripple on a DC supply voltage. And all the other capabilities you expect
are here, like DCV from 200mV to 1000V, with 0.25% accuracy. And
current ranges from 2mA to 2A, resistance ranges up to 20MQ including
diode test. Plus input resistance of 10MQ to avoid circuit loading.

A common-sense approach to temperature measurement.

With Keithley’s 132, you can make accurate temperature measurements
without a separate thermometer or converter. This type K thermocouple
based instrument gives you a wide range from —20°C to 1370°C (0°F to
2000°F on Fahrenheit model), all with 1° resolution. The 132 also features
a standard TC connector with cold junction compensation, and a full line
of probes to match any application.

See for yourself.

A full line of multimeter accessories expands these capabilities even
further. For quality, common sense utility, durability, ease of use and
affordability, get your hands on a Keithley handheld DMM. No matter
what your situation, a Keithley DMM will simplify your tasks. Contact
your local Keithley distributor for a demonstration.

KEITHLEY

Keithley Instruments, Inc.
28775 Aurora Road/Cleveland, Ohio 44139-9990/(216) 248-0400

Circle (4) on Reply Card
October 1982 Electronic Servicing & Technology



October 1982
Volume 2, No. 10

ELECTRONIC

The Zenith Video High-Tech
Component System is one of
the many systems to choose
from in the developing field of
component television. See
story on page 32. (Photo
courtesy of Zenith.)

The how-to magazine of electronics...
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Isit the TV oris it the cable?

By Carl Bentz

A discussion of CATV system operation can provide the
service technician with ammunition to solve TV receiver
problems more quickly.

CompuFix: Troubleshooting information
at the touch of a key

This recently formed company offers a data base that
consists of a history of technical problems and repair
procedures for consumer electronic products.

Servicing HV triplers

By Homer L. Davidson

Because these rectifier units are sealed, conventional

diode tests cannot be performed, and other troubleshooting
methods are necessary.

Some proponents of component TV

By Rhonda Wickham, managing editor
Just as audio equipment did in the early '50s, video is heading
into the area of components.

Digital building blocks:
Data selectors, multiplexers, decoders and
demultiplexers

By Bernard Daten
These formidable-sounding ICs can be easily understood and
used to solve digital problems.

Dr. Vladimir K. Zworykin: 1899-1982

The man often called the father of television died in July after
a lifetime of pioneering work.

WwWWW americanradiohistorv com



Departments

6 Editorial

8 Electronic Scanner
8 Association News
10 Troubleshooting Tips
20 Readers’ Exchange
22 Photofacts

23 Quick Quiz

33 Profax

47 Books

48 Symcure
60 New Products
64 New Literature

Next month...

Digital building blocks: Clocking is often misunderstood,
but if the clock system does not function properly, the entire
digital system will malfunction. This article clarifies clocking
and puts the pieces together into a comprehensive whole.

October 1982 Electronic Servicing & Technology 5
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EDITORIAL L

Future may bring major changes in television

What might we expect from television in '83?
It’s not easy to say. There could be some exciting
things happening in the near future for U.S.
television. They aren’t new as far as worldwide
broadcasting is concerned, but they are new for
the American audience.

Three-dimensional pictures. The 3D Corporation,
a West Coast group, has developed a color
separation technique to present the third
dimension on our home screen, if we wear the
special glasses. Perhaps, if they can work out a
number of problems in the technique, a majority of
viewers will actually see the effect. Contrary to
the glowing reports from some PR firms, the films
have not been breathtakingly successful.

Improved audio. More and more attention is
being expressed to get better television audio.
Once the receiver manufacturers begin to catch on
to the need for an improved audio system in the
home receiver, perhaps we will hear a wider
bandwidth of audio frequencies. Then, with some
ingenious work being done by the United States —
and already in use in Tokyo by NHK Television and
in Germany by the ZDF network — we could even
receive dual-channel or stereo sound with our
pictures. Fine-arts buffs should appreciate a
symphony in stereo. Those with international
interests will appreciate a chance to hear bilingual
broadcasts of news and other program fare.

Second channel displays. Both Japanese and
German companies have worked on TV receivers
that display two pictures simultaneously. For the
sports fans, imagine the pleasure of watching and
hearing the big game in color, while being able to
keep up with the action (in video) of a not-so-big
game being carried on another channel. At the
touch of a remote-control button, the two channels
may be reversed, allowing the secondary video and
audio to be on the primary display —all using only
one CRT. Another version uses smaller picture
tubes on the side for the second (and even third)
channel.

Hagh resolution. The so-called High Definition
Television (HDTV) concept will not be introduced
to the public in 1983. There are too many
problems yet to be solved. The idea, however,
should prove interesting when it does come about.
Experiments which have been performed with
CBS, in cooperation with NHK and other
organizations, have shown that an immensely
improved picture is possible. New receiver designs
are required, as the compatibility with the current
NTSC system of transmission is unlikely. Expect
the purchase prices to be high.

Information services. Teletext or visual text
services may make big news in the near future. In
England and Canada, farmers may use their
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television (and telephone) to receive a myriad of
special information sources in specific data areas.
Animal husbandry, all-you-ever-wanted-to-know-
about topics (asparagus, anchovies and assorted
agricultural subjects), entertainment, travel —the
list could be unending. Current experiments in the
United States involve equipment built into the
television that stores data for the viewer to select
on a page-by-page basis. Results of the
experimentation are not showing what the
systems people would hope in terms of viewer
acceptance, but viewership is extremely
limited — perhaps at most 100 sets involved in any
particular test system.

Drrect by satellite. Depending upon what finally
is decided on geosynchronous satellite spacing and
frequency allocations, we may be able to see
pictures direct from the satellite through the DBS
system. There is a great argument in progress as
to how such a system will be used. For the
consumer, the outlook is somewhat expensive,
because a satellite-receiving dish antenna will be
required. Most manufacturers are predicting that
the receiving systems could be priced in the $5000
range. But as with Low Power Television (LPTV),
which already has the go ahead, the question of
what we will see to be worth the effort is certainly
questioned.

Ezxpanded cable services. By the time the cable
TV operators are finished expanding their
capabilities, they will still not be able to carry all
of the proposed cable services. While there was a
prediction of some 200 services via satellite, some
are already going under. More will follow, as there
is not really a market for umpteen movie services,
even if they do offer X-rated movies. Stereo audio
is being offered by some, requiring that you have
an extra outlet installed (for an extra cost, in most
cases) for your FM receiver. Then, assuming that
some of the problems of FM by cable are worked
out, you will perhaps appreciate simulcast-type
audio with your pictures, just as you can get with
some of the efforts being made by land-based
broadcast stations. Text by television is also a
possibility, as is 24-hour news from Turner
Broadcast and others. Don’t, however, plan on
knowing everything about any given subject on
the news, as it is played in 20-minute cycles (or
thereabouts) and the result is a very hyped-up
newscast, much like local TV news. Perhaps
someone will discover the PBS news-in-depth
concept one day! And, contrary to advertising
promotions by cable, expect more and more
advertising on the special cable channels. They
have to make ends meet one way or another.

Component Television. Perhaps the idea of the
TV tuner next to the easy chair is inviting, but
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Horizontal Output
Transistor
Equivalent to ECG 238*

Also Replaces:

ECG 165" C1875 D350
c11728 C1893 D368
C1413A C1894 D380
C1174 C1922 D627
C1295 1942 D649
C1309 D200 D663
C1358 D201 D869
C1454 D348 D870

And Many Others Too Numerous To List!

*ECG is a registered Trademark

! OCTOBER SPECIAL

$2.79 s2.39

10-99 Pieces 100 or More

Special Good Thru October 31, 1982,

VCBO : 1500V
lC 7TA
Pc: 50W

Minimum Order 10 Pieces

Call For Our 16 Page October Flyer

The Serviceman’s

guide available.

CROSS REFERENCE
GUIDE

Consolidated Electronics,
Incorporated

LLLLLLLL
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Belt Cross Reference Guide

The most complete belt cross reference

FREE

With the Purchase

8-Track Belt Kit
PART NO. BK-1

Contains one each:

FS 70, FS75 FS80, FM84 FM886,
FM 89, FM 9.1. FM 9.6, FS 10.2,
FM 10.6, FM 10.9, FM 11.0, FM 11.3,
FM 11.5, FM 11.7. FM 11.9, FM 12.0.
FM 12.1, FM 122, FM 12,4, FM 126,
FM 12.8, FM 13.5, FM 13.9, FM 14.4

25 Pieces Total

$19.95 each 2 for $34.50

of Either BK-1
SERVICEMAN'S or BK-2
BELT

1.800'543.3568 - ‘829’1?‘3931% $3 9 5
5 BT
PART NO. CEIl 451 u

Cassette Belt Kit

PART NO. BK-2

Contains one each:
SS 2.6, SS 3.4,

SM 4.2 SS 46,S55.1. SM6.1,556.2,
SM 7.5, SM 8.0, SM 8.5. SS 8.8, S5 8.9,
$S 9.1, SM 9.9, SS 10.0, SS 10.5.

SS 11.0. SS 11.4, SM 12,1, SM 12.4,
SS 13.3.SS 13.6, RS 1.2. RS 3.7. RS 5.0,
RS 5.8, RS 5.9. RS 6.1, RS 7.0, RS 7.7,
RS 9.3. RS 10.1, RS 10.8, RS 11.7, RS 11.9

35 Pieces Total

$19.95 each 2 for $34.50J

Low Minimum Order, ONLY $10.00

-

HIATTONIAL Consolidated ek';(‘l'rt)ﬂi(.'»j
TOLL FREE:  1-800-543-3568 Incorporated
CALL TODAY! OHIO
1-800-762-3412 705 Watervliet Ave. * Dayton, Ohio 45420
\ ~
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how do you watch it that closely. You don't.
Instead the picture tube is mounted in an
enclosure and placed on the bookshelf across the
room, and the audio is offered from a separate
stereo system. While the component concept has
been around for some time, an assortment of

not available and getting them to switch fast
enough to work for television was not possible.
LEDs still present a problem, but something new
is out. Unusual shaped CRTs (still small now, but
R&D is under way) and LCD displays (one
available in a wristwatch format) with 32,000
picture elements are both on the market. Since

problems held it back until now. Wiring, to
connect the display with the receiver, presents
some problems with capacitive and inductive
effects, not to mention the safe transfer of the
24,000Vdc potential required for the CRT. The
high-voltage system, of course, can be built into

look out!

the CRT box, to reduce the shock hazard.

Framed picture television. An off-shoot of a
component TV system would be to hang the
picture on the wall in a convenient place. More

than 10 years ago, the idea was discussed in one
of the popular magazines, but LEDs for blue were

2-way communications from a small, personal-sized
unit via satellite was demonstrated in Canada
several years ago, it is time to warn Dick Tracy to

What might we expect to see by television in
1983? About what we're seeing now, unfortunately!

Cat

E Car! Bentz

Technical Consultant

ELECTRONIC
SCANNER

Microcomputer interference
control hot line opens
Electronic Specialists has
opened a toll-free interference-
control hot line. The line
(1-800-225-4876) is open between 9
am. and 4 p.m. Eastern time,
Monday thru Friday for persons
with microcomputer interference

control problems. Experienced
staff will analyze the situation and
make specific recommendations
for control of processor or
peripheral interference.

Panasonic to launch new
parts distribution system
Panasonic has announced a ma-
jor project that is expected to cut
product parts shipments from
overseas to customers by more
than two weeks and to substantial-
ly reduce the time needed to pro-
cess parts orders for regional
distribution.
The project includes establish-
ment of a new national Parts

Distribution Center on the West
Coast and the installation of two,
computer-controlled, automated
parts storage and retrieval
systems.

Approximately 86% of the parts
for Panasonic products are sent
from Japan by sea. Establishment
of the Parts Distribution Center
will reduce the transportation time
from the shipping point in Japan to
each of Panasonic’s regional
warehouses by up to 23 days, ac-
cording to David Kurpit, General
Manager of the Consumer Parts

Division.
asar..

ASSOCIATION
NEWS

ETA elects officers
for 1982-1983
The Electronics Technicians
Association has announced the
election of new officers for
1982-1983. The new chairman is
Donald Anker, CET, Marshall-
town, IA, of Fisher Control Corp.
Other officers include Vice
Chairman Grover Harvey, CET,

Indianapolis, Naval Avionics
Facility; Secretary Walter
Schwartz, Knoxville, TN, NAP
Consumer Products; and
Treasurer Jesse B. Leach, CET,
Lithicum, MD, Lee’s TV.

Harvey was also selected as
Technician of the Year, ETA’s
highest award.

Salaries in service
department increase

The average national service
manager now receives an annual
salary of $37,073, according to a
survey conducted by Dr. Steven
Langer under the sponsorship of
the National Association of Ser-
vice Managers. Similarly, the

8 Electronic Servicing & Technology October 1982

average salary of regional service
managers is now $31,425, of local
service managers is $28,773, of
field service supervisors is
$24,206, of field service engineers
is $22,212, of field service
representatives is $19,489, and of
bench service repairmen is
$16,885.

Copies of the 112-page survey
report are available for $95 from
Abbott, Langer & Associates, P.O.
Box 275, Park Forest, IL 60466.
More than 260 companies provided
salary information on more than
16,000 service department em-
ployees in 12 benchmark jobs.

35T



Or you can turn to the Master —the Sylvania ECG®
Semiconductor Master Replacement Guide.

[t’s called the Master because it’s far and away
the industry’s most comprehensive source for get-
ting the parts you need, when you need them.
Including most hard-to-find foreign parts. And
ECG universal replacement part specifications
generally exceed the original JEDEC or appli-
cation specs.

Not surpris- S b
ingly, the Master : : o
comes fromthe g Sylvania :

people who first \\ . ® )
mastered the uni- \
versal replacement | % Semiconductors

principle—asystem %, %
that allows a minimum % A
number of premium 1
quality replacement A S
devices toreplace almost 3% . °
every original equipment

\ N5
| :\ ;
semiconductor on the R
market. h "%
With the Master, YR

working for you,
there is no need
to turn elsewhere
for replacement
semiconductors.
For vour . .
earestECG L RSy
distributor, call adustrial o

k. = Fquipment Maing,
1-800-225-8326.

®nance and RE::;:"""""’

If it's ECG, it fits. And it works.

A North American Philips Company
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TROUBLE-
SHOOTING
mnpPs

Drifting horizontal frequency
RCA CTC78
(Photofact 1628-2)

The color receiver operated cor-
rectly for a time before the picture
fell out of horizontal lock, showing
the familiar diagonal bars instead
of the picture. We installed a
MAHO001 horizontal module and
operated the receiver for about
four hours. Performance appeared
to be normal, so the customer
came for it. The CTC78 receiver
operated satisfactorily for four
days before the horizontal frequen-
cy drifted out of lock again.

This time, a rebuilt MAH001 was
installed, but the receiver did not
operate at all. Next, we installed a
MAHO001 module that was known
to be good, and gave back the
receiver to the customer. The
television was returned to us
shortly, with a report that it
worked for about 30 minutes
before losing both picture and
sound; a new symptom.

A careful visual examination of
the horizontal section revealed
that another service shop had pre-
viously re-soldered many joints in
the MAHO001 area. Then we re-
membered several other repairs on
similar RCA SCR-sweep chassis
that involved bad soldered joints
around T401 and T402. Probably
the transformer weights contribu-
ted to the joint deterioration. Such
joints should be re-soldered care-
fully, making certain the trans-
former lugs are tinned properly.

We traced the copper wiring on
top of MAHOO01l. Between T401
and T402 is lug R, and an erratic
connection was found there. After
this lug and the transformer lugs
were soldered carefully, the inter-
mittent was cured.

Lowell Britt
Gold Star TV Service
Boise, ID

No high voltage, but boost
is normal

Admiral 2127P

(Photofact 1392-1)

The Admiral chassis had near-
normal boost voltage but no high
voltage. Neon-bulb and arc tests
showed the flyback high-voltage
doughnut had no ac pulses.
Therefore, I concluded that the
Sflyback must be defective, and that
the yoke, damper circuit and
horizontal-output circuit were
operating normally.

Unfortunately, the installation
of a new flyback did not improve
the situation. After many futile
tests in the flyback area, I decided
to check the grid-drive signal of
the horizontal-output tube. The de
grid voltage checked about right
when measured by a VTVM.
However, scope tests of the
sawtooth drive signal proved the
frequency was out of tolerance
about 200%.

Component tests in the
horizontal-oscillator circuit located
an open in decoupling filter
capacitor C10D (between the
oscillator coil and its B+ source).
A new filter capacitor restored the
high voltage and operation was
normal.

The normal boost voltage fooled
me because I believed the high
voltage and boost voltages always
increased and decreased in step.

Samuel Martinez
Bayamon, Puerto Rico

Editor’s Note: It is a dangerous
oversimplification to think the
high voltage and the boost voltage
always should rise and fall
together, although the 6BK4-type
high-voltage regulator operation is
based on that assumption. The
high-voltage rectifier operates on
the positive peak of the flyback
ringing pulse, and the damper
operates on (and completely
removes) the negative peak.

-
- b -
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STOCKING DISTRIBUTORS

AK, Juneau

JUNEAU ELECTRONICS, {907) 586-2260
AL, Moblle

BROWNELL ELECTRO. INC (205) 479-8581
AR, Morrliton

TRI-STATE INSTR LAB. INC (501) 354-1849
AZ, Phoenlix

METERMASTER (602) 243-4111
AZ, Tempe

JENSEN TOOL & ALLOYS (602) 968-6241
CA, Los Angeles

METERMASTER (213) 685-4340
REXANNE PRODUCTS (213) 663-3261
CA, Palo Alto

METERMASTER (415) 968-0313
ZACK ELECTRONICS (415) 326-5432
CA, San Dlego

METERMASTER (714) 560-4841
CA, San Franclsco

ZACK ELECTRONICS (415) 626-1444

CA, Sunnyvale

TOOL KIT SPECIALISTS (408) 745-6020

CO, Arvada

AIR-ROW  INSTRUMENTS, INC (303) 421-4204
CO, Aurora

R&R INSTRUMENTATION, INC. (303)340-8728
CT, Hartford

BROWNELL ELECTRO. INC (203) 278-9004
FL, Miami

BROWNELL ELECTRO, INC (305) 591-3215
ELECTRONIC EQUIP. CO INC (305) 871-3500
FL, Orlando

BROWNELL ELECTRO, INC (305) 843-6770

FL, Winter Park

ELECTRONIC EQUIP. CO. INC (305) 644-4833

GA, Atlanta

BROWNELL ELECTRO, INC {404) 762-5181
IA, Waterloo

FARNSWORTH ELEC. INC {319) 234-6681
IL, Elk Grove Village

METERMASTER (312) 523-8650
MA, Woburn

BROWNELL ELECTRO, INC (617) 935-7820
MD, Wheaton

BRIMBERG DISTRIBUTORS (301) 946-2670
NC, Charlotte

BROWNELL ELECTRO, INC {704) 597-1270
NC, Raleigh

BROWNELL ELECTRO. INC (919) 876-6524

METER METRICS
NJ, Edison

(800) 446-7230

WILLIAM ELEC SUPPLY (201} 985-3700
NJ, North Caldwell

HOSICA LABORATORIES (201} 256-7724
NJ, South Plaintleld

BROWNELL ELECTRO, INC (201) 753-4600
NJ, Springfleld

ROUTE ELECTRONICS 22. INC  (201) 379-7710
NY, New York

BROWNELL ELECTRO, INC (212)891-1171
OK, Tulsa

TRI-STATE INSTR LAB, INC {918) 836-0286
OR, Portland

RADAR ELECTRIC CO., INC (503) 232-3404
TN, Knoxville

BROWNELL ELECTRO, INC (615) 966-3421
TN, Memphis

BROWNELL ELECTRO, INC {901) 795-8487
TN, Nashvllle

BROWNELL ELECTRO. INC (615) 889-8230
TX, Garland

METERMASTER (214) 271-5671
TX, Houston

ACUDATA, INC (713) 488-2750
VA, Richmond

METERMETRICS (800) 552-7952
WA, Seattle

RADAR ELECTRIC, CO INC (206) 282-2511
WA, Spokane

RADAR ELECTRIC CO. INC 509) 747-3053

rof Low Cost Multimeters

BBC - METRAWATT/GOERZ
Division of Kent Process Control, Inc.
165 Fieldcrest Avenue

Edison, New [ersey 08837

L (201) 225-4414
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=77 . MULTIMETERS

BBC

BROWN BOVERI

The new line of high quality
multimeters with analog
or digital display.

Outstanding in performance,
: design and value!
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NAME

TITLE

FACILITY

ADDRESS

Zip

PERMIT NO. 140

EDISON, NJ

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL

FIRST CLASS

PHONE NO.

I ' would like to receive:
O Catalog information only
O Representative Call

O Name of your nearest
Distributor

Model No.

Quantity:

WARRANTY:
Analog Meters: 1 year
Digital Meters: 2 years

Mod. M 2032: 3 years

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE

BBC-METRAWATT/GOERZ
165 Fieldcrest Avenue
Edison, New Jersey 08837

NO POSTAGE
NECESSARY
IF MAILED
IN THE
UNITED STATES

GOERZ
BEC Wi

USA
BBC-METRAWATT/GOERZ
Raritan Center

165 Fieldcrest Avenue
Edison, NJ 08837

Phone: (201) 225-4414
Telex: 844431

CANADA

RADIONICS LTD.

1240 Ellesmere Rd.
Scarborough, ONT
M1P 2X4

Phone: (416) 292-1575
Telex: 06-963726

Order from your

local Distributor, or call
BBC-METRAWATT/GOERZ
for your nearest dealer.

Model MA 1H | MA 2H M 2011 | M 2012 MA 3E M 2030 | M 2031 | M 2032 | MA 50
Readout analog digital analog digital
Ranges:
Volsge 0.15 1000 Vdc/1.5...500 Vac 200 mv 850 V ac/dc 100mV 1000V ac/de 200 mv ... 650 V ac/dc 300 mv 600 V ac/de
Current 50 A .. 5Adc S0uA  15Adc | 2mA...2Aac/dc lz mA 10 (20)A ac/dc|10 pA .. 10 A ac/de 2mA ... 10 (20) A ac/de 300 uA. 20(305A ac/de
0.5 mA 5A ac 1.5 mA 15 A ac
Resistance 1Q 1MQ 2kQ 20 MQ 19 20 MQ 2kQ 20 MQ Lo 2kQ ... 2 MQ 3kQ .. 20MQ
Hi: 200 Q 20 MQ
dB Readout =15 +56 dB - - —40 ... +62 dB - = = —60 =80 dB
Capacitance 2 .. 200,000 uF — - — - - 300 nF .. 3000 uF
Temperature l ~25 ... +125°C with temperature probe T 2001
Input impedance Ri 20 kQ/V dc, 4 kKQV ac 10 MQ (const.}
Accuracy
analog: class dc 0.5% + 1D) {0.25% + 1D) class 15 0.1% + 1D) {0.1% + 1D) (0.05% + 1D}
digital: basic ac| class 5 class 25 (1.5% + 30) (1.0% + 3D) class 25 {0.5% + 3D) 0.75% + 30) (0.25% + 20D)
+{ %rdg+ . digit) @ 0.75% + 10} 0.5% + 10) class 15 (0.35% + 1D) (0.35% + 1D} (020% + 2D)
Frequency range 35 .. 5000 Hz 15 4000 Hz 15 5000 Hz 15, 20,000 Hz
Overload protection meter protecticn all ranges up to 250 V ac/dc or higher
Display coil-core magnet 3% Digit, LCD moving coil 3% Digit, LCD 4% Digil, LCD
Scale length: mm/digits| 83 mm 1999 101 mm 1999 29998
Battery 15V size AA 9 V transistor battery NiCad’s/il 10 V ac
Dimensions 92 x 126 x 45 mm 92 x 154 x 25 mm I 146 x 118 x 44 mm 250 x 83 x 210 mm

Special features

Single dial selector switch for all ranges, oversize dispiay.

Safety terminals and test leads are designed 1o protect against accidental contact/ Instruments conform with safety standards ot VDE and DIN

wire clip
Mirror scale extremely compact terminals,
true AMS
adjustable read-off angle, foiding design, 30,000 counts
hands-free operation with neck strap standard, ‘
selt protection by folding feature
Diode test, Audio continuity
test feature
True AMS

Prices US § - * * * i * * 259.00* 595.00"
Instruments incl. test 49.00 79.00 119.00 139.00 179.00 199.00 219.00 ! !
leads, battery, manual

Accessories:

Current probe WZ 11 / 49.00"

Temperature probe = T 2001 7 129.00°

High frequency probe GE 4087 / 249.00*

High voitage probe, 30kV GE 4196 / 149.00"

Safety probes KS 17 / 790"

Standaro probes KS 19/ 6.90*
Set of 4NiCadbatienes = ] | — = ] - 1 = KR 27/50 / 28.00°
Power supply adapfer NA 2-9/20 / 27.50" —
Currying case F 809 / 1000* F 814 /800 — - — - F 813/ 39.00"
Protective rubber frame GH 185/ 1250 GH 186 / 12.50" - - — = -

*Prices subject 1o change without notice
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Cable television has made im-
pressive strides in the past several
years. Much to the chagrin of
broadcasters and TV technicians
alike, the old systems continue to
grow, new systems develop and
new cable services seem to con-
tinually mushroom. The argu-
ments, pro and con, have shown
little change since the beginning of
the fast-growing industry. A
discussion of CATV system opera-
tion can provide the service techni-
cian with a better understanding
of the CATV system as well as
some ammunition to solve TV
receiver problems more quickly.

The most common argument in
favor of cable television has always
been greater program variety. It is
true that a common antenna tower
using multiple specially designed
antennas for each received chan-
nel is economically more practical
than if every possible subscriber
were to erect a support structure
for the same reception possibili-
ties. A single tower, properly in-
stalled and guyed, can provide the
additional height for antenna
mounting locations needed for
reception of distant channels. To
certain limits, the height will allow
acceptable viewing from channels

at distances
beyond the :
grade-B contour predic-
tions of the transmitting

Properly designed
and maintained equipment at the
head-end of the cable system
is far more capable of handling
lower signal levels from remote
channel locations than is the typical
receiver tuner, even with an an-
tenna-mounted amplifier. With many
services available via satellite trans-
mission, it is also more feasible for
a single receiving dish antenna. Over
a period of time, the subscriber will cer-
tainly pay more for the
service than a
properly in-

Is it the TV
orisit
the cable?

By Carl Bentz

: “ !

antenna system would cost, but at
the same time, maintenance ex-
penses for the individual are
reduced to zero.

Typically the variety available
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easily exceeds what a subscriber
would be capable of receiving with
a normal antenna installation. Yet,
the CATV system is incapable of
delivering all the services that
have developed in just the past
year. The CATV operator offers
his subscriber only those services
that are economically feasible,
whether they are from standard
TV broadcast stations or from
satellite sources. More than 100
channels are currently being
beamed toward the earth from the
many satellites in geosynchronous
orbit serving the United States
alone. Receiving those additional
channels, however, requires the
purchase, installation and
maintenance of TVRO earth-
station antenna systems. To most,
the costs of a TVRO system are
prohibitive, leaving the CATV
systems to continue their growth.

A second argument in favor of
the CATYV installation in the home
is connected with the signal re-
ceived. If the assumption can be
made that the CATV system is op-
erated properly, then the signal
level received by the subscriber is
nearly constant at typically 0 to 10
dBmV (0dBmV = 1mV across a
75Q load). The AGC system of
most TV sets is capable of hand-
ling a far greater level range,
however. A more constant signal
level applied to the receiver may
aid in more consistent color quality
of the received picture because as
the AGC system is required to
boost the signal, increased noise
will appear in the color informa-
tion of the signal, producing
grainier color. One of the advertis-
ing claims of CATYV sales people is
that installation of cable service
will immediately improve the col-
or, but such is not the case.

Color reception is based on two
primary factors. First is the quali-
ty of the signal. The more consis-
tent signal of greater strength
should provide more consistent
operation of color circuitry. (not
necessarily improved color recep-
tion). The quality of the color pic-
ture viewed on the set will also de-
pend greatly on the condition of
the color circuitry. As receiving
sets have improved in the recent
past with more dependence upon
integrated circuits, fewer prob-
lems result. Yet, if the color
decoding and matrixing within the
TV set are improperly adjusted or

are malfunctioning, the immediate
improvement claimed by the
salesman is not realistic. Many
CATV installations have been
made to no avail, because the trial
subscriber disconnected from the
service, unwilling to pay the ex-
pense to have the receiving equip-
ment repaired or adjusted proper-
ly. Perhaps at a later date, a new
TV set was purchased and the ser-
vice was subsequently found to be
acceptable. The solution, however,
to the color problem was not the
cable connection.

Adjacent channel

rejection syndrome

is a common
problem when
CATYV services

are connected.

Adjacent channel rejection

Other problems may develop
when CATV services are con-
nected. The most common is the
adjacent channel rejection syn-
drome. With great wisdom, the
FCC assigned channels to cities
with a certain amount of frequency
separation between the channels.
Even in locations where channels 4
and 5 are used, the two channels
are separated by 4MHz of spec-
trum. Suddenly in systems where
all 12 VHF channels are available,
the TV is expected to separate ad-
jacently transmitted signals. The
inexpensive portables often do not
even have the capability of separa-
tion of channels even if the ad-
justments are available. A minor
misadjustment is enough to make
shadowy figures appear in the
background of a viewed program.
To most viewers, this is unaccept-
able, even if they were only willing
to pay a minimum amount for the
set.

Proper servicing of adjacent
channel symptoms requires a
sweep generator. Such service is
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also more efficiently done if (1) it is
done in the home or (2) cable ser-
vice may be wired into the service
shop. Because many technicians
are unable to perform the align-
ment, the shop installation is the
better solution, assuming the loca-
tion will allow cable TV service to
be brought in. Some system
operators will charge the service
organization a premium rate for
such an installation, because it is
expected that the cable service
may also be used as a selling aid in
shops where receivers are also of-
fered for sale. Negotiations,
however, are often possible.

Other difficulties caused by use
of cable are relatively minor, but
they do exist. Turret-type tuners,
using individual tuning channel
strips, have been found without
some of the channel strips in place
or the strips may be defective. The
missing or malfunctioning strip
precludes reception on that chan-
nel until repair or replacement is
made. Many set owners are reluc-
tant to pay the expense for one
channel. In addition, the balun on
the input to the tuner may be
defective. Often a receiver used in
a city with major stations will
receive enough signal to overcome
the failure, yet when the limited
signal level of the cable transmis-
sion is applied, the level is insuffi-
cient to jump the gap. The balun is
an inexpensive item, but the
typical charges to replace it may
be more than the owner wishes to
invest.

If the cable system is not always
operating properly, additional
problems will occur. Problems of
consistent impedance matching
along the lines leading to a home
can cause greater multiple
ghosting than with a roof-top
antenna. Such ghosting is also
possible with a badly adjusted or
malfunctioning IF amplifier. The
technician will need to verity
which source causes the difficulty,
preferably before charging his
client for a massive service call.
Theoretically, the CATV service
will be called before the service
technician is brought in, to deter-
mine whether the set or the cable
is the culprit, but the CATV per-
sonnel are not always aware of
system faults or capable of
understanding them. The PR prob-
lems caused by typical non-
technical technicians hired by
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The SWD-1 Video Converter is uti- E wl C o am l
lized on cable TV systems to re- §

move the KHz's signal from a §
distorted video {channet 3 in/
out) and also pass thru the
normal undistorted/detected

_ Electronically

RSEEITOT IO Bambi Electronic Video Switch ...
distortion from the video or pass all otherchan-

nels normally. Simple to assemble—less than 30 makes SWitChlng Of )’OUI' VCR/Vch
minutes. Pre-tuned. Input/output Channel 3. Impedance Payw Decoders Cable Tv VldeO
75 ohms. 117VAC. 4
SWD-1 Video Converter Kit ... ... P Discs, Video Games, Closed Circuit [
TV. Antennae and Microcomputer as

easy as pushing buttons.

Simple Simon Video Stabilizer,
Model V$-126, eliminates the ver-
tical roll and jitter from “copy guard’
video tapes when ptaying through
large screen projectors or on an-
other VTR. Simple to use, just adjust
the tock control for a stabie picture. Once the control is set, the tape Now you can eliminate ... the drudgery of disconnecting and

will play all the way “hrough without further adjustments. Includes 5 id = h ti i
12V power supply reconnecting your video equipment each time you use it ...

VS-125 Video Stabilizer, wired ... ... ... ... $54.95 the tangled mess of cables which are impossible to trace
out ...not being able to use more than one function

SIMPLE SIMON VIDEO SWITCHING BOX | at¢ time.

directing the inputs to any or all of the three ‘outputs.

The Affordable Video Bambi lets you enjoy using your video equipment the
Control Center wav it should be .. electronically and on line at the
Excellent in isolation and no loss push of a button.
= routing system. Simple Simons VSB-
300 Video Switching Box enables od
you to bring a vanety of video components M el $ I !995
together for easy view ng/dubbing. Also you gain the ability to record BEVS-1  wired

one channel while viewing another. Unit includes two F-type quick
connector ended cables,

VSB-300 Video Switching Box, wired . ... ..... $19 95
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Bambi’s front panel was designed with the Check the quality of Bambi against that of Bambi‘'s Specifications:

® Not AKit { ,i5er in mind. Computer styled construction, much higher priced competition. All solid ® input/Qutput Impedance 75 ohm

®19-25GHz ®38%" Long | with sofi-touch keyboard {rated for over 10 state electronic switching provides low atten- : a‘é’;:‘ (3 ig: ::gg

@ 23dB Average Gain ® Commercial Grade million operations), arranged in matrix form uation {3dB), wide frequency response {40- ® Input Return Loss 12d8 min

® Die Cast Waterproof Housing with 4%" x 2'%2" allows easy tnput/outnut selection without 890 MHz), and excellent isoiation between @ Isolation 65dB min

Area for Electronics refering to charts. Functions selected through  signal sources {each 1/0 section individually : gicn\:ier"sl?e:l- 10'1 1®V:gf%:11§y2‘/:

® Includes P.C. Frobe, F-61 Connector and Mounting Hardware the keyboard are immediately displayed on sheilded for 65dB min. isolation). . Wew;m o ’ % tos

the 18 LED status indicators.

MAE-2 32 Element YAGI Aatenna .. ... .. .. $23.95

7+11 SWD: PARTS KITS 7+11 PWD PARTS KITS

Kato Sons’ Down Gonverter Kit  %1.9 - 2.56Hz %
Designed for Simple Simon by former Japanese CQ Amateur Magazine's UHF M ITS U M I
Editor/Engineer. Unit utilizes new ingenious Printed Circuit Probe for maximum
gain. Circuit board fits inside MAE- 2 antenna housing. Requires 1 hour assembly. VARACTO R I NTn 0 D u c I N G 0 u n
IC and capacitors pre-soldered. l Pwn
Model KSDC-KIT 1.9 - 2.56Hz Down Converte Kit $34.95 UHF TUNER 1+11
Kato Sons’ Regulated Varible DC Power Supply ModslpUESLiosH PARTS KITS
For use with KSDC-KIT 1.9 - 2.6GHz Down Converter. Completety assembled $24_95
with Attractive Cabinet, TV/Converter Mode Switch, Frequency Contrel and
LED Indicator Freq. Range UHFA70 - 8B9MHz Kt PART
) - Antenna Input 75 ohms Ho NO DESCRIPTION PRICE
Mode! KSPS-1A  Assembled Power Supply o 82395 LT 4_83"0”“)”1 Channel 3 1 TTI-PWD  Varactor UHF Tuner, Model UES-AS6F 52495
ORDER ALL THREE ITEMS e 2 2CB1-PWD Printed Circuit Board, Pre-drifled 18.95
SPECIAL No  NO  DESCRIPTION PRICE 3 3TPI1-PWD  PCB Potentiometers 4-20K, 1- 5K, 2-10K, 2-5K,
INTRODUCTORY ) \iE2 KSoC-KiTan 37495 | VTI-SW  Varactor UHF Tuner, Mode! UES-AB6F $24.95 1-1K, and 1-50Kk {11 pieces) 895
SAVINGS NSRS kOt 2 CBI-SW  Printed Circuit Board, Pre-Onlled 1895 | 4 4FR-31-PWD  Resistor Ki, W, 5% 29-pcs, % W 2-pos 4.95
_ e :”;f:ﬂ‘ﬁﬁz‘]if] 3 TP1-SW  P.CB. Potentumeters. 1-20K, 1-1K. and 5 SPTI-PWO  Power Transformer, PRI-117VAC, SEC-24VAC
- 5-10K ohms, 7-peces 5.95 at 500ma. 9.95
2 . =g 4 FR35-SW Resistor Kit, % Watt, 5% Carbon Film, 32-pieces 4.85 6 6PP2-PWD Panel Mount Potentiometers and Knohs 1-1KBT
zvzzx v“F UHF w"’eba“d A“tenna Amp"her 5 PT1-SW  Power Transfarmer, PRI-117VAC, SEC-24VAC and 1-5KAT with switch 595
- u 250ma 6.95 7 78817-PWD IC's 7-pes, Diodes 4-pcs, Regutatars 2 -pes
- - i . 6 PP2-SW Panel Mount Potentiometers and Knobs, 1-TKBT Transistors 2-pcs, Heat Sinks 2-pes . 2885
e ~ & o and 1-5KAT w/Switch 5.95 8 BCE14-PWO  Electiolytic Capacitor Kit, 14-pieces. . 695
W o : 7 S§14-SW IC's 7-pos, Diodes 4-pes, Regulators 2-pes 9 9CC20-PWD  Ceramic Oisk Capacitor Kit. 50 WV, 20-pes. . ... 7.95
AMPUFIER Heat Sink 1-prece 29.95 10 10CT5-PWOD Varible Ceramic Trimmer Capacitor,
luti . 8 CE9-SW  Electrolytic Capacitor Kit. 9-pieces 5.95 5-66pfd, 5-pieces . . 4.95
Revolutionary New HYBHIn’\:ﬁdﬂlrzfltllial?lzs\énglmers g g$asawsw Sera‘;\lctﬂlsk Ca:acnm Kg, 50 w.\'/( 33-pieces 795 141 ns-pwo Coif Kit, 18mhs 3-pes, 22pms 1-piece (pvewnund
ooe - an ] i arible Ceramic Trimmer Capacitor Kit inductors) and 2 T37-12 Ferite Toroid cores
50 MHz - 900 MH2 ool ALL-2 3508 Gain 5-65ptd, 6-preces 5.95 R il 6.00
These units are nat avaslable anywhere else in the world. Each unn will serve many purposes and is 11 14-5W Coil Kit, 18mhs 2-pieces. .22pths 1-piece {prewound "
avallable in Kt or Assembled form  Ideal for outdoor or indoor use |/0 impedance is 75 ohms inditctars) and 1 737-12 Ferrite Torroid 12 121C8-PWD IC Sockets, Tin inlay, 8 pin 4-pcs, 14 pin 1-pc
Ampiers include segarate to-ax feed powes supply. Easiy assembled in 25 minutes. No cals, Core with 3 . of #26 wire 5.00 and 16 pin 2-pcs 2.9
capacitors 1o fue of adjust 12 1CS-SW  IC. Sockets, Tin infay, §-pin 5-pieces 13 13SR-PWD Enclosure with PM Speaker and Pre-drilled
ALL-1 Complete kit w powel supply 524.95  ALL-) Wired Tested w/pwe supply ~ $34.95 and 1-pin 2-piaces 195 Backpanel for mounting PCB and Ant. Terms 14.95
ALL-Z Complete kit w power supply ~ 34.95  ALL-Z Wired. Tested w/pwr supply 44 95 13 SR-SW  Speaker, 4x6' Ovat and Prepunched 14 14MISC-PWD Misr,,&Paan K}it;:nc:(“des Ha,d;,a;e, (i/az}a/az
Waood Enclosure 14.95 Nuts & Bolts), Haokup Wire, Solder, Ant. Terms
0lll' NEW SWA I45dB GAIN, 14 ELEMENT 14 MISC-SW Misc. Parts Kit Includes Hardware, (6/32, 8/32 0POT Ant. Switch, Fuse, Fuseholder, etc 9.95
CORNER REFLECTOR YAGI ANTENNA Nuts, & Bolts), Hookup Wire, Ant Terms, DPDT 15 15MC16-PWD  Mylar Capacitors, 14-pes and Sitver
< Ant. Switch, Fuse, Fuseholder, etc 9.95 Mica Capacitors 2-pieces ... 185
f\) . 2 When Ordering All Items, (1 thry 14), Total Price .. 139.95 When Ordering All Items, {1-15), Total Price. . ... ... .. . 159.95
(] e S

- SIMPLE SIMON ELECTRONIC KITS,™ ING. sers hei'a biom orcar shmr
STVA3 YagiAniena 14 508 Gan Setctabe 75003000 | 3871 S. Valley View, Suite 12, Dept. E. Las Vegas, NV 89103  Order: $16.95. Add 10% Shipping and
Channel 60-80 $19.95 Handling on orders under $40.00. For

~ \ STVA-4 YagiArtenna, 14,568 Gan. Selectabie 75 01300 ohm | | M€0 2 SONGR ENTENT |1 N evada Call: 702-871 -2892 orders over $40.00, add 5%. Minimum
> Channel 44-52 $19.95 QUANTITY DISCOUNTS Shipping and Handling $2.00. Cat. $1.00
RG-58/U 75 chmLowlossCoaxCable  S.12p/ft  F-5@CoaxConmector. S 39ea 1-800-782_371 6 — VISA and Mastercard Acceptable —
MT-t  Special UHF 75-300 obm Matching Transtormes 5145 ea | Outside Nevada Call: “Check orders will be held 30 days before shipping.
Circle (13) on Reply Card
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CATV operators are great. A
mishandled service call by the shop
technician can be just as bad.

Power-supply problems

A common system fault is
caused by failing or misadjusted
power supply modules in the line
amplifiers of the CATV system.
The cable lines carry ac, which is
converted to dc to operate the
transistorized amplifiers. If the
regulation of the supply is misad-
justed, if a component in the
module is out of tolerance, or if the
ac voltage is outside the range the
regulator is capable of handling,
hum bars may appear. Hum bars
are usually dark bands that roll up-
ward through the picture,
sometimes causing a weaving from
side to side as they pass through.
As one darkened area reaches
midscreen, a second appears at the
bottom. Caused by ripple from the
power supply, the effect will disap-
pear if the program being televised
is monochrome. The rolling is
caused by a beating of the 60Hz
power line frequency with the
59.94Hz factor involved in NTSC
television. This is typically noticed
in summer when air conditioning
causes the power line voltage to
drop.

Hum bars are easily isolated to
the cable system by simply discon-
necting the receiver from the cable
system and tuning in even a snowy
channel. The rolling effect will
disappear, unless it is caused by a
set power supply problem. The
darkness may indicate the amount
of the regulation problem, i.e., the
darker the bars, the greater the
ripple. At the same time, massive
ripple or voltage spikes will appear
on the screen as brilliant white
lines. A violent buzzing will appear
in the sound.

Total cable system failures do oc-
cur. However, as the reliability of
the local power company im-
proves, and as improvements are
made in surge protection for the
cable amplifier modules with the
addition of standby battery-
operated equipment, such total
system failures decrease. Still,
cable outages do occur. During
total system failures, most
subscribers realize that problems
beyond their control have oc-
curred, but some will automatical-
ly believe that their TV receivers
have failed.

Interference
Cable can also introduce in-
terference that never occurred on
a particular receiver until its con-
nection to the CATV system. The
illegal CB operator may easily get

R~
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Figure 1. A is an unmodulated CW
signal. B is the TV signal (modulated car-
rier). When A and B are applied
simultaneously to a nonlinear device,
cross modulation occurs.
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into the cable channels and appear
on one or more channels both as
aural and visual disturbances.
Because cable systems are always
expanding and contracting due to
changing temperatures, connec-
tions and bends in the cable
materials are subject to cracking
or loosening. The leaks that occur
allow ingress of any strong RF
signal—-CB, HAM, Voice of
America, local FM, etc. The ways
these outside signals affect recep-
tion are almost unpredictable.

Another mew interference that
involves use of CATV reception is
the adjacent channel rejection syn-
drome previously mentioned.
While typically blamed on the
cable operator, the fault is entirely
within the receiver if signal levels
are within prescribed acceptable
bounds of 0 to 10dBmV.

Cross modulation of channels is
another common interference
caused by improper cable opera-
tion (Figure 1). The appearance of
cross modulation may appear
similar to adjacent channel dif-
ficulties. It will normally appear on
every channel, however, while ad-
jacent channel rejection failure oc-
curs typically on only a few. In ad-
Jacent channel problems, a picture
usually will be discernable in the
background of the desired channel.
With cross modulation, diagonal
bars (windshield wipers) will move
rapidly across the screen. Such in-
terference is the result of one or
more channels operating at a
higher level than others. In effect,
the cable line amplifiers are being

(Hiustrations courtesy of CREIMcGraw-Hill ) overdriven by some channel
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Figure 2. Part of a typical cable TV system.
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signals with electronic amplifier
distortion resulting. The shop
technician will be unable to correct
the problem and should report it to
the cable operator.

Finally, in cable systems where
multiple cables are used, with the
constant motion of the cable equip-
ment, co-channel interference is
possible as leakage from one cable
to another occurs. Just as a distant
city Channel 5 may appear behind
a local Channel 5 during some
weather conditions, leakage be-
tween the two cables places two
typically non-synchronized pic-
tures on the screen simultaneous-
ly, with a definite horizontal-lined
texture to the picture.

Cable operation

Essentially, the cable is a very
simple concept, but there are a
number of areas that may cause
problems. Cable should be con-
sidered as little more than a super
antenna that provides greater
reception possibilities than a
typical antenna installation. The
individual antennas used by CATV
operators are normally of a special
design for each channel. Multiple
antennas may be needed for in-
dividual channels with special
phasing networks in order to
reduce unexpected or calculated
interference from even more dis-
tant stations. Satellite dishes may
also be used for the special ser-
vices desired from the many
available today. Other channels
may be created by special genera-
tion equipment owned by the cable
company, for example, weather
and news channels using character
generators. All signals to be pro-
vided to the subscribers are com-
bined in a network called the head-
end (Figure 2). Channels received
as RF are applied to special units,
which may change the actual car-
rier frequencies, depending upon
the requirements of the particular
system. Such equipment converts
the RF signals to IF frequencies
before remixing them to the
desired new channels. Bandpass
filtering may be used on inputs
and/or outputs of such equipment
to maintain the appropriate
vestigial sideband operation re-
quired by the FCC. Video channels
from the satellite receivers, local
origination sources and data chan-
nels are applied to modulator
units. Crystal control or crystal-

based phase-lock loop circuitry is
commonly used for carrier genera-
tion of all the equipment. Their
stabilities are excellent, though
tolerances are not as strict as for
broadcast stations.

After all the channels are
created or converted as necessary,
they are applied to a combining
network of directional coupler
devices along with pilot carriers.
Such a network allows all the chan-
nels to be combined onto a signal
cable without interference. RF
output levels are adjusted so that

all channels are operating at the
same dBmV range, approximately
50dBmV (which by Ohm’s law
calculates to approximately 1.2W
of RF power). The pilot carriers
provide a reference for AGC con-
trol of cable system amplifiers.
The combined channel signals
leave the head-end on a single
coaxial cable on their way to the
distribution system.

Coaxial cable presents certain
attenuation losses to the RF signal
that are frequency dependent as
well as temperature dependent.
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Get VIO= in capacitor
types and ratings at a
Sprague Q-LINE Distributor

No matter what type of capacitor you're looking for, look for it on a
Q-MART® capacitor display. You'll find exactly what you want. That's be-
cause the Sprague Q-LINE features a computer-selected inventory of
most-frequently-used capacitors. And blister-pak packaging keeps the
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boxes, optoelectronic devices, DIP/SIP components, resistors, wiring compo-
nents, etc.) writefor 40-page Catalog C-652 to Sprague Products Co., Distributors’
Division of the Sprague Electric Co., 85 Marshall St., =
North Adams, Mass. 01247. g
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JRUELE arn of ReviasiiTy )

a subsidiary of GK T Technologles
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TABLE 4-1

Cable Loss Versus Temperature

5 °F 68 F 120 °F
Channel 2 11.8 db 12.8 db 13.4 db
Channel 13 23.4 db 25 db 26.5 db

0 T L Y T . T
7 300 /000 /500 2200 2500
The TV signal suffers losses along the —-{> : } " ' j/[>
bl ional h i v o
cobl, sronorlonal o Lot SR il .- e
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The number of ampiifiers that may be cascaded in a cable system depends upon the signal-tc-noise ratio of the amplifiers.
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The losses at Channel 13 are ap-
proximately double those at Chan-
nel 2. Because RF is involved, con-
ductor skin effect is also impor-
tant. Generally, the larger the
center conductor of the coax
material, the less the loss. Major
trunk lines leading to the distribu-
tion area are usually l-inch or
0.75-inch outside diameter
materials. The “750” cable will
allow transmission of the signal to
approximately 2000 feet before
amplification is required. At that
point, a “trunk” amplifier is used to
make up the loss from the cable
leading to it. At intervals of 2000
feet, additional amplifiers are re-
quired, unless either of two split-
ting devices is used —the RF split-
ter or the directional coupler.
When such splitting of the
transmission line is required, short
spacing of amplifiers is also re-
quired to recover the additional
losses involved. A splitter divides
the signal by half, or attenuates
the signal by 3.5dB. A directional
coupler is designed to remove a
portion of the signal, attenuated
by a specified amount (8, 12 and
16dB are typical), with as little ef-
fect to the main line as possible.

As the signal progresses through
the distribution system, other
types of amplifiers are used. A
bridging amplifier still provides a
main-line output but also provides
multiple lines of distribution with
increased amplification. These
several lines will be “tapped” with
multiple-port outlets, to which in-
dividual subscriber installations
will be attached. Taps are also
directional coupler design devices
with varying dB attenuation fac-
tors that allow the system de-
signer to provide the proper RF
level to be applied to the
subscriber’s set. If a distribution
line needs to be “lengthened,” the
third type of amplifier, a line ex-
tender, is used for the needed
amplification.

The number of amplifiers al-
lowed within a distribution system
is dependent on the signal-to-noise
ratio of the amplifier design. In
well-established systems, cascades
of 35 amplifiers (from the head-end
to a subscriber installation) are
typical. Many more than that will
result in a snowy or grainy quality
in the received picture, caused by
noise inherently added to the
signals by “noisy” components in

the amplifiers. The FCC requires
constant periodic checking on
signal quality by CATV operators.

Signal quality and level
measurements at various points
within a system are observed and
logged. Spectrum analyzers are
used to allow observation of com-
parative signal levels. System
design specifications must be met
and maintained.

CATYV, then, is a large-scale
antenna distribution system. It
provides additional channels for
the subscriber from off-air,

f: | n" ¥t :
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A
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satellite or local sources. A more
constant signal level and quality is
provided when all works properly.
However, it cannot improve a poor
TV receiver; CATV is not a
panacea for all reception evils.
For the service shop technician,
CATYV can present new headaches.
Logic and a little knowledge will
provide answers to most of those
headaches, and a cooperative at-
titude toward the cable operators
and cable system technicians can
improve the possibilities of quick

repair solutions. 85T .

The Reason
Is Clear. ..

Has l5eatures
No Digital
Can Match!

)
| atest

260®
Series 7
$114

“Instant” null, peak, trend and continuity indications
High immunity to transients, RF interference

* dB measurement capability at no extra cost

* Resistance indication from zero to infinity

Self-powered voltage, current and dB ranges—no batteries to fail

* Reliable, accurate performance even under extreme environments
Easy, low-cost maintenance—no expensive ‘chips’ to fail

e UL Listed per UL-1244 Standard for Safety—Electrical and
Electronic Measuring and Testing Instruments

» Complete line of UL recognized accessories

» Options include mirrored scale, extra overload protections, roli top
carrying case

See the World Famous 260 Series 7, the 260-6XL, the 270 and the Pocket-Size 160°
at Leading Electronics/Electrical Distributors

A Katy Industries Subsidiary
N\AA li:' A 853 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120
e e (312) 697-2260 » Telex 72-2416 » Cable SIMELCO
[ Canada: Bach-Simpson Ltd., London, Ontario
England: Bach-Simpson (U.K.) Ltd., Wadebridge, Cornwall
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READERS’
EXCHANGE

Needed: Low-priced transistor curve tracer with
book; does not have to be in good shape; state price
and condition. Also a VITVM or VOM with large
meter; any condition, but low priced; state price and
condition. Jack E. Smith Radio Shop, 215 College
St., Montezuma, GA 31063.

Needed: Schematic and selenium rectifier for RCA
400JR 16mm sound movie projector. Forest Atland
Electronics, 972 Washington St., Wooster, OH 44691.

Needed: B&K V-O-Matic VIVM, model 360. Must
be in excellent condition. Jack Busk, Rt. 2, Box 104,
Cottonwood, AZ 86326.

Needed: Manual or copy for Dynascan picture and
pattern generator. Also any slides or transparencies
for Sams. Walter J. Fess, Walt's TV, 1620 W. 33
Ave., Denver, CO 88211.

FINALLY. COMPUTERS AS A
NEW TOOL FOR T.V. REPAIR.

Primefax puts computer-assisted repair capability in your shop today.

Primefax drastically reduces the
number of sets requiring extensive
trouble-shooting procedures.
Through the use of today’s tech-
nology. Primefax maintains-——in a
central computer—a database of
problem-solving solutions for
television set malfunctions.
Primefax is a compilation of the
most current. applicable technical
information acquired from hun-
dreds of valuable sources . . . and
updated daily.

With a Primefax Computer Terminal
installed in your shop. you can do
your job more quickly and more

accurately. You have more satisfied
customers, and your profits are
increased substantially.

Reduced call backs ® faster turn-
around e reduced chance of
repeated failure ® more thorough
service and complete repair at
reasonable cost.

The more Primefax is used. the
more profit you realize.

CALL US OR WRITE. No matter how
you compute it, Primefax means
profit for you. It's worth looking
into.

In Texas. call (512) 344-5999 ® Out of Texas. call 800-531-5953

PrimeLaz

4825 Fredericksburg Road @ San Antonio. Texas 78229
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Needed: Schematic for Estey model S organ. The
sour notes have not been corrected by testing all
identifiable tubes. William B. Rucker, 302 Dillon
Ave., Mankato, MN 56001.

Needed: Operations/service manual for Sanders
Data Systems model 321C-002-000 dual cassette
drive system. C. T. Huth, 146 Schonhardt St., Tiffin,
OH ,/883.

Needed: Schematic for GE model 12XE 21025. This
TV set was bought in 1981. Roelof P. Feijen, 368 Day
St., Leominister, MA 01453.

Needed: Thermistor, Zenith part #63-5444; focus
control, Zenith part #63-5431, 10meg. Color chassis
24NC21/Z. Joseph J. Mehalko, 32, 4th St., Blakely,
PA 18,47.

Needed: Oscillator coil for an RCA radio, model RC
1064, 5-tube set. John G. Lefko, P.O. Box 782, Fair-
Sfield, CA 94533.

Needed: B&K 415 sweepmarker generator. P, F'
Boyer, 20553 Hood Ave., Baton Rouge, LA 70808,
1-504-383-5775.

Needed: Pioneer model SX-600-T AM/FM stereo

ESOLDERIN

SOLDER EXTRACTOR

® Easy-to-Operate Control Center is
Compact

* Desoldering Vacuum Operates on
Shop Air

* Controlled Heat and Vacuum are in
the Same Handpiece Tip

® Easily Releases
Components from

Double-Sided PC
Boards

® Superior Technical
Manual

BEFORE: Pad and Eyelet are missing.

- P AFTER REPAIR with SRS-050 Kit, the Pad
A- u E- and Eyelet have been neatly replaced.

‘ Aulomated Production Equipment Corp.

142 Peconic Ave.. Medford, N.Y 11763 (516) 654-1197 TWX. 510-228-2120
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receiver schematic and any other information.
Charles L. Rickard, 3228 Santiago St., San Fran-
cisco, CA 94116.

Needed: Service manual for Fisher AM/FM tuner,
model #143 92541600. Kar! Hendricks, 1,10 W. 10,
MeCook, NE 69001.

Needed: Schematic for Pioneer stereo SX770. Will
copy and return. J. D. Teasley, 7720 Wills Lane, F't.
Washington, MD 20744.

For Sale: Elenco TV dot/pattern generator, ex-
cellent condition, $75; Conar transistor power sup-
ply, very good condltlon $30; Heathkit cap/res.
checker, very good condltlon $15. You pay postage.
William Bernstein, 215 Mzddle Neck Road, Bldg. 7,
Great Neck, NY 11021.

For sale: D66 Telequipment dual trig scope, com-
plete with probes. Sale price $450 less shipping. Val
Obal, 3201 S. 78 St., Omaha, NE 68124,
1-402-393-0459.

For sale: 154 volumes of Sams Photofacts for CB
radio repair; excellent condition, no shipping, lot on-
ly, best offer. P. M. O’'Brien, 7 Old Coach Drive, E.
Weymouth, MA 02189.

For sale: B&K 1077B, $250; Vectorscope color bar
generator, $100; oscilloscope, $250. All with
operating manuals and leads; like new. Clarence
Gillow, P.O. Box 177, Springer, NM 877,7.

For sale: Eico model 10648 battery eliminator and
charger, $150; Heathkit model HD15 solid-state dip
meter, $75; Okidata Microline-80 printer for TRS-80
microcomputer, $225. All operating manuals are
supplied, shipping prepaid. William Shevtchuk, 1
Lois Ave., Clifton, NJ 07014, 1-201-471-3798.

For sale: Heathkit IT-5230 CRT checker/re-
Juvenator. Brand new, completely assembled, fully
operational, $120. Ed L. Williams, 8504 Heritage
Valley Road, SW, Atlanta, GA 30331.

For sale: Sound Technology 1000A stereo genera-
tor with 1100A signal conditioner, both like new,
$1200; Sencore SC 165 stereo generator, $400;
Simpson 467 DVM, new, $200. Manuals and probes.
A&B Electric Company, 1883 E. Mawn St.,
Rochester, NY 14609, 1-716-288-1520.

For sale: B&K 1077B analyst complete with cables
and operating instructions. Excellent condition,
$300. Bob Mathews, 50 Vantroba, Glendale Heights,
1L 60137, 1-312-682-9249.

WOULOVTELL: The Source for Quality at Low Cost

Silicon
H.V. Triplers

212:139
', 212:139:01
‘ 212:139-02

$12°% ea.

HIGH VOLTAGE
MULTIPLIERS

SYLVANIA Triplers
ECG-500A | ECG-523

212-141
21214101

$15% ea, |

REMEMBER!
Sylvania

l ECG-526A "Tubes

Sylvania ECG
Replacement
Semiconductors
and Components

Full line in stock.
LIST The best quality
semiconductor.

212-141-02 70% +10%
212-141-03 F
212-141-04 I

$16%° ea.

Bare copper
conductor

RG-59/U 75 OHM

F-59 Connector
with Separate Ferrule
10¢/100 lot

VERY POPULAR

Co-Axial Cable . @ @
Braided bare

Copper Braided  coper snield M ——3
Shield —_— MT-1

Matching Transformer
75-300 Ohm

59¢ ea. $4499/100

-

2 Way - 75 Ohm Coupler

White or Black alis
SAA50 Foam polyemlylene J=d'b
44°°/1000 ft. dielectric w0 MT2 g149a. $8900/100

28C11728
$q99

80 MFD x 450 Volts... .99
100 MFD x 450 Volts...1.09

SOLDER (6040 Rosin Core)

11b. - .062 dia. 100/59%°  si.100

SILICONRECTIFIER 2.5Amp/1000PIV | CHEATER CORDS |
—-—

Pofarized G Clip REPLACEMENT ROOS G.E. OM-300
Price: 39¢ 24620 | —————— -

(regular size)

$7°  soL-1

GLOBARDISC - 120 Ohms Cold
107191 RCA  QQ¢ /'__’;@ &R

5149

4 SectionLAR-4 69¢
PANASONIC OM-500

SOLDER WICK
SR, e e 99¢ @ 10 ASSORTEOCIRCUIT BREAKERS

Good A
%" Wide (Thick Type}5 feet 1O/$799 )od ssortment

Standard C Clip
Price: 39¢ 24623

<o

5SectionLAR-5 89¢
6 SectionLAR-6 99¢

7 Section LAR-7 99¢ 51 59

ELECTRONICS
770 Amsterdam Ave., New York, NY 10025

» Also ask for Free 100 Page Catalog =«

O NLERON
\

Send Purchase Order, Check or Money Order

or Call Toll Free 800-223-0826

in NY STATE (212) 865-5580
All ORDERS SHIPPED UPS/COD F.0.B, N.Y.C.

MASTER CARD « visA
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For sale: B&K Dynamic mutual-conductance tube
tester, model 707, asking $75; RCA W0-33-A 3-inch
scope with probe, asking $95; Heathkit model 1G-62
color bar and dot generator, asking $95. All items
buyer pickup. Robert F. Malone, Jr., 11 Bryant
Drive, Jackson, NJ 08527, 1-201-367-1431.

For sale: Sams Photofacts, 100 to 934, best offer.
Bellevue Radio & TV, 109 W. Center St., Bellevue,
OH 44811.

For sale: Sencore tube checker, model MU 150,
1975, perfect condition, $80. Frank Maas, P.O. Box
949, Homasassa Springs, F'L 32647,

For sale: Heath 1G5228 color bar/dot pattern
generator, $125; Heath 1G5257 post marker/sweep
generator, $225; Heath 1T5320 CRT checker/re-
juvenator, $100. All have been used only one time.
Robert Petry, 1-313-743-5596 after 8 p.m., 3739
Dakota, Flint, MI ,8506.

Readers’ Exchange items are listed for free, but
may contain only three items. “For sale” items must
consist of used equipment, parts, etc., owned by in-
dividuals and not new items for sale by companies or
manufacturers. If you can help with a request,
please write directly to the reader, not to ES&T.

1% o

s sdangaeadadandoaand
ECG * REN « GE - SK

REPLACEMENT TYPES
Why pay their high prices??
CHECK THIS!

IDENTICAL REPLACEMENT FOR ECG®

(Min. 5 pcs. each)

ECG® YOUR ECG® YOUR
Type No. PRICE Type No. PRICE %
123A. ... 28 500A......... 8.95
152 .. 80 523.......... 10.75
153 ... 65 526A......... 10.95
165 ... 2,25 HIDIV-15. .. . 3.75
ez 2.25 HIDIV-3°.. ... 3.75
3 YEARS WARRANTY ON EXR PARTS

SPEC’AL (Min. 5 pcs. each)

2SC867A.... 2.95 AN214Q..... 1.50
2SC1034.... 5,95 STK439...... 7.25
2SC1114.... 3.45 UPC1181H... 1.95
2SC1308K... 2.25 UPC1182H... 1.95

Call Toll-Free 800-526-4928

COD ORDERS WELCOME (Min. order $25)
CALL OR WRITE FOR OUR 1982 PRICE LIST

DIGITRON ELECTRONIC
110 Hillside Avenue, Springfield, N.J. 07081
201-379-9016 201-379-9018

ECG IS A TRADE MARK OF PHILIPS ECG.
DIGITRON IS NOT ASSOCIATED IN ANY WAY WITH PHILIPS ECG.

1 1)
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These Photofacts for TV receivers have been re-
leased by Howard W. Sams & Company since the last
report in ES&T.

CURTIS MATHES

G793 14 050 4w s w10 s s AEB G wdta wE - aWE T 20971

ChassisCMC84-1/2 .. ...................... 2101-2

KMC

131G L o pare s o0 de iy Pos BEd@EEE fae o 2106-1

GOLD STAR

CNR-845 5 saweias o s Slis glas 55 s biakloi 2105-1

CRIB20U| i wmziwia 20 dis Euscts pimisl 475 4 »=araions « siis » 2109-1

J.C. PENNEY

685-2059F,-00/061,-00,

685-4408F,-00 . ... ... ... ... 2096-1

685-2042FC,-10

685-2044FC,-10 ... ... ... 2100-1

B6B5A701F15-30) ai1a . 5 ak wa-d o & il mmis anes 0L vidk 2103-1

685-1020F1,-10 . ... . ... ... 2105-2
IN OUR

CONTINUING EFFORTS
TO SERVE YOU...

From time to time, Intertec Publishing Corp.
makes its subscriber lists available to carefully
screened companies or organizations whose prod-
ucts, services, or information may be of interest to
you. In every case, list users must submit their
promotional material for approval. They may use
the list only once.

No information other than name and address is
ever divulged, although names may be selected by
segments to which the particular offer might ap-
peal.

We are confident that the majority of our readers
appreciate this controlled use of mailing lists. A
few people may prefer their names not be used.

If you wish to have your name removed from any
lists that we make available to others, please send
your request, together with your mailing address
label to:

Direct Mall Mgr.

Intertec Publishing Corp.
P.0. Box 12901

Overland Park, KS 66212




685-1028F 15-20"j yyraramn wramen e wign 20 aumla il 4 6 2109-2 SONY

ChassisSCC-338B-A . ...................... 2096-2
MAGNAVOX ChassisSCC-338E-A . ... ... ... . ... ........ 2107-1
Chassis 12M101-00AA ... .. ... ... .. ... .. .... 2108-1 TOSHIBA

Chassis TAC8120/170 ......... .. .. 2098-3
PANASONIC ! )
Chassis L2HS, HYC .. ..\ 2099-1 Chassis TAC8121/122/1171/172 . ... ........... 2104-2
Chassis L2HYR ... ... .. .. ... . ... 2101-2 ZENITH
Chassis L2HYCMR . ... ... ... .. ... ... .... 2102-1 SN2311W/2505E/2509P,

SV3927E6,SV4503AR . . ... . ... .. ... 2097-2
QUASAR SN1963WE7/973WE7 . ... ... 2108-2
Chassis GTS/IHGTS/LGTS/MTS/PTS979 ....... 2109-3 m
RCA e ———
Chassis CTC110A,B(1983 Prod.y ............. 2103-2 | i +7VDC
Chassis CTC107C (1983 Prod.) ............... 2104-1 \S ¢
Chassis CTC108C,H (1983 Prod.) ....,........ 2106-2 In the circuit shown,

what dc voltage should be
SAMPO .
Chassis C319ABAL . . ...\ 2107-2 measured across the LAMP
lamp?
SANYO 1. zero volts 6V
21TB6-1/68-1 . ..o 2098-1 ZENER
2. +1V DIODE

SEARS 9
564.42330150/51 . . . .. 2098-2 3 +6.3V
564.42101151 .. ... 2100-2 =
564.41810051/52 . . .. .. ... . . . e 2102-2
564.50010150 . - .\ o oo 21053 4. +7V (answer on page 59)

HORE THAN MEETS THE EYE!
SOLTEC

SERIES & OSCILLOSCOPES !

Look on the inside of any Soltec Oscilloscope!

... You'll see quality engineering and craftsmanship in a
configuration that performs to your needs and expectations.
We offer a complete line of quality scopes to meet your
exact needs. 12 MHz - 15 MHz - 20 MHz -

30 MHz (shown) 40 MHz - 60 MHz and 100 MHz,

single, dual, triple and quad trace. . . ail at

competitive prices and available off-the-shelf from a
distributor in your area.

UutStandlng FeatureS: Write or cali for a full color descriptive catalog or the

® 1mV sensitivity name of the distributor in your area.

® 6 KV acceleration potential 800-423-2344 !

[y Patented, ultra sta b|e California residents call (213) 767-0044
“auto fix trigger circuit ®
® Reliability measured in excess
of 15000 hrs. MTBF
2 year warranty, all parts, labor GDRPDRNIDN
11684 PENDLETON STREET
SUN VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 91352
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CompuFix:

Troubleshooting
Information
at the touch
of a key

LXR20%......13
CR08.......... 8
QRO0l...........

RX229.......

1
1

Since the computer was de-
veloped little more than 30 years
ago, the total storage capacity
available has grown greatly year
by year. At the same time, the
capacity of wire telecommunica-
tions such as the telephone has in-
creased tremendously. Although
the total capacity of these elec-
tronic marvels has grown by leaps
and bounds, their cost has de-
creased correspondingly.

At the same time, the array of
consumer products that contain
electronic circuits has broadened,
and the complexity of those cir-
cuits has grown.

A data base

A new service has been in-
stituted that responds to the in-
creased information needs
generated by the proliferation of
new, electronically based con-
sumer products, and that takes ad-
vantage of the existence of the
vast computer/communications
network. Called CompuFix, this
recently formed company offers
electronic services a data base that
consists of a history of technical
problems and repair procedures
for many different kinds of con-
sumer electronic products, such as
TV sets, stereos, VTRs and more.
This information on technical
problems, according to CompuFix
personnel, is based on the direct
experience of several selected,
highly qualified, independent ser-
vicing organizations.

The data in the computer data

base is organized so that anyone
using it can quickly and easily ar-
rive at solutions to technical prob-
lems by entering the product iden-
tification and a description of the
symptoms. The response of the
CompuF'ix system is a description
of technical procedures to be
followed for a specific set of symp-
toms. Wherever applicable and
practicable, the suggested service
procedure will refer to specific
schematic diagram locations and
part numbers.

In addition to the symptom/fix
information, the data base will also
contain general information re-
garding product design, perfor-
mance and principles of operation
for consumer electronic products.
These data will consist of informa-
tion supplied by the manufacturers
in the form of technical tips, as
well as contributions from other
qualified servicers and experts in
the consumer -electronics area.
This portion of the systems will be
an electronic. news journal for
users.

A business service, too
In addition to being a symptom/
fix data base and a repository of
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technical tips, CompuFix is intend-
ed by its designers to be a business
aid to its users. Still under
development are the following
three business-related applications
of the service, which will be of-
fered as separate modules or as an
integrated information and
business system.

Pricing. This module will consist
of general pricing including sug-
gested list prices, cross-
referencing of parts and manufac-
turers, and recommended sources
for optimum purchasing. Also in-
cluded will be pricing for specific
technical procedures based on
man-hour requirements and mean
time to repair. This feature will be
offered as an automated cost-
estimating system.

Service Contract Processing.
This portion of the information
service provides storage and
retrieval of service and warranty
records for each customer entered.
In this way, the service record of a
unit under extended warranty is
available on a national basis to any
dealer who subscribed to the net-
work. Also mass mailings for ser-
vice solicitation can be produced
from the database on demand.



General Business Services. Gen-
eral business services can be pro-
vided in the form of processing of
accounts receivable, accounts pay-
able, inventory, general ledger,
payroll, ete.

The system

The idea of CompuFix was devel-
oped by several owners of large
electronics servicing businesses.
The president, Sam Fried, is also
president of Master Electronics in
Omaha, NE. Vice-president is Jim
Robison, former president of Elec-
tromatic in Portland, OR, who has
left that post to devote full time to
this venture.

The computer technical aspect of
this service is being handled by
Logical Systems. That company,
as the technical developer, is
charged with continued technical
development and integration of
the information service, including
software development, as well as
hardware selection, system in-
tegration and database manage-
ment.

The CompuFix system uses a
private packet switched network,
which is currently connected to ap-
proximately 300 cities across the
United States and can be accessed
at any of its nodes via a local
telephone call.

Using the system

Access to the system will require
that the user own or lease a
“dumb” computer terminal, per-
sonal computer or similar com-
puter interface device, as well as a
modem to connect to the telephone
lines.

Once the service has been dialed
up, the user enters the brand, the
chassis and a code that represents
the problem that has been encoun-
tered. As an example, code 110
covers problems in sound or pic-
ture. The terminal screen will then
display the repairs that have been
made by others when the same
problem has been encountered.
(See Figure 1.)

As of early June, the data base
contained more than 50,000

repairs supplied by a score of TV
servicers and is being added to
weekly.

The cost of this service is $100
per month, which includes 30
repairs, with an additional $2 per
repair for more than 30 repairs.

For more information on Com-
pufix Electronic - Database Ser-
vices, contact their corporate
headquarters at 8601 “I” Street,
Omaha, NE 68127, or call 1-402-

331-1111
EsT..

D

MS1515BL.......c.cccnmemermnnanninesesnn . 83,75

Cooling Spray
15 ozs.

High Voltage
Tripler

Universal "Piggy-
Back'" Antenna

HVT-523

$11.99
300 Ohm Splitter

ta=—

UVF-
300

UVF-75 Q95¢

90¢

High Voltage
Tripler

Tuner Cleaner
16 ozs.

Matching
Transformer

Gl

A
TTC-16

, $2.00

INTERNATIONAL TRANSISTORS
AND ELECTRONIC COMPONENTS [ VAT/ONWIDE: 800-526-4958
P.0. Box 1483 Union, N.J. 07083 I VEW JERSEY: 201-688-0300
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Servicing
HYV triplers

By Homer L. Davidson

Most color TV receivers that have solid-state
horizontal sweep also use either a tripler or a
quadrupler to rectify sweep pulses and provide a

multiplied dc high voltage.

Because these rectifier units are sealed and the
individual components are not available for testing,
conventional diode tests cannot be performed.

Instead, other troubleshooting

methods, as outlined here, are necessary.

Figure 1 Four original triplers are pictured. From the left, the first is from an Admiral color receiver, the second is from an RCA, the
third was taken from a Sylvania (it shows an attempt to stop an arc) and the fourth is from a Zenith television. Dimensions and mount-
ings vary according to models.

A tripler unit in a color TV
receiver is a specialized type of
rectifier. When horizontal pulses
are rectified by a single diode of
proper polarity, the de-voltage out-
put is about equal to the peak
amplitude. When cascaded, two of

these become a doubler. The first
diode develops a dc voltage, then
this dc voltage and the input ac
pulse is applied to the second rec-
tifier stage.

The dc voltages from both stages
are in series to produce twice the
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voltage of a single stage. Triplers
have three diodes and three filter
capacitors that generate three
times the dc voltage obtained from
one diode and its ecapacitor
Quadruplers have four stages and
four times the de-voltage output.



Triplers are used in the majority
of solid-state color receivers. Of
course, a quadrupler should not be
used to replace a tripler, nor
should a tripler be a replacement
for a quadrupler. When obtaining
a tripler or quadrupler, make cer-
tain the specifications match the
receiver exactly.

Because of the de voltage
multiplication in these com-
ponents, arcing is more likely to
occur in them than in or around
the flyback. Many cases of arcing
can be seen as white dots, white
lines or other flashes superim-
posed on the picture. Figure 1
shows the appearance of four
typical triplers.

Sometimes arcing can be heard
inside a tripler or quadrupler. Of
course, use care to avoid shocks. A
dry section of garden hose can be
used as a stethoscope during these
audible tests.

Some tripler defects can reduce
the high voltage and blur the pic-
ture without disturbing the
horizontal-sweep voltages or ruin-
ing any horizontal components.
Other defects produce serious
overloads of the horizontal-output
stage, perhaps blowing fuses, trip-
ping breakers or ruining output
transistors.

Unfortunately any problems
from defective triplers or
quadruplers can be intermittent,
increasing the difficulties of identi-
fying the problem.

The following case histories have
been selected to show several
types of defects and how to
troubleshoot them. They can serve
as examples for similar circuits.

Blows fuses

After the F800 1%2A fuse blew
twice in succession in a Mont-
gomery Ward GA1-12982B
(Photofact 1431-3), a 100W bulb
was connected across the fuse
holder. The bulb showed high
brightness until the horizontal-
output transistor was removed.
Then the bulb became dark, show-
ing that the current had been too
high in the horizontal-sweep or
high-voltage circuits.

Installation of a new horizontal-
output transistor did not solve the
problem; the test bulb remained
too bright.

Next, all major sweep-circuit
loads were disconnected and
tested one at a time by applying ac
power and observing the bright-

@
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TRIPLER +5500V TO
™ FOCUS CONTROL
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R104 TO GROUND
1000
_, TOABL
CIRCUIT

ADMIRAL 2M10C

Figure 2 Internal leakage (probably carbonization) in an Admiral tripler removed the
focus voltage and overloaded the horizontal-sweep system. Similar leakages often

produce hot spots on the tripler case.

ness of the test lamp. (Line power
was removed while these tem-
porary changes were made.) The
chief remaining suspect was the
tripler, which was disconnected at
the input terminal marked in.
Many of these tripler terminals are
covered by silicone material that
insulates them. The silicone must
be removed before any unsolder-
ing can be done.

After the input wire was re-
moved from the tripler, the test
lamp became dark. Installation of
a GE-538 universal tripler stopped
the fuse blowing and the overload,
bringing back good operation.

Fuse opens after 40 seconds

The Admiral 2MI10C chassis
(Photofact 1522-1) had sound but
no raster. Usually, when the sound
is normal (without buzz), the
horizontal circuit is working, but
within a few minutes F102 (1A)
blew. A 100W light bulb was con-
nected across the F102 fuse
holder. Abnormally low dc high
voltage was measured and the test
bulb was too bright.

With power off, the horizontal-
output transistor was tested by a
digital multimeter that has a
constant-current diode or
transistor-junction voltage-drop
test. Both junctions had the proper
voltage drop. Reversed test probes
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applied to the damper diode again
showed correct drop. Also no ex-
cessive leakage between the
output-transistor collector and
ground was measured.

However, when the tripler input
wire was disconnected, the test-
lamp brightness dropped to nor-
mal. A new M100 tripler (universal
GE-537) was installed and con-
nected. Now, the test lamp glowed
with proper dimness. After the
test-lamp leads were removed and
a new fuse plugged in, the screen
lit up with a normal picture.

To clarify the procedure,
removal of any components for
tests must be done only after the
power plug is removed from ac
power. After the tests (or after
some suspected component is
disconnected), the power is
restored while brightness of the
test lamp is monitored. Normally,
the test bulb lights brightly (during
charging of the filter capacitors)
and then dims down to a moderate
glow. Full or half brightness in-
dicates excessive load of some
sort, and it must be identified and
corrected before the test lamp is
disconnected and a fuse installed.

All wires and terminals on the
defective tripler were measured to
the tripler common ground. A 4KQ
reading was obtained from focus
wire to ground (Figure 2). Of
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Figure 3 A defective CR214 tripler in a 17FC45-chassis Zenith reduced the high voltage and the Q202 collector voltage. Resistors R232
and R230 should have their resistances tested foilowing any tripler or high-voltage overloads.

After an overload of this type,
resistors R232 and R230 (Figure 3)

proper replacement tripler
restored normal performance.

course, this proves that leakage or
carbonization internally has ruined
the tripler.

Insufficient high voltage

Instead of the normal 27.5kV,
only 8kV of high voltage was
measured in a Zenith 17FC45
chassis (Photofact 1466-3). Sound
quality was normal, but there was
no raster. Collector voltage of
Q202, the horizontal-output tran-
sistor, measured only +98V,
although normal voltage is
+128V. The Q202 base drive ap-
peared to be within tolerance.

Although the Q202 junctions
checked out in-circuit, the tran-
sistor was replaced to eliminate
nagging doubts about its condi-
tion. Unfortunately the symptoms
were unchanged.

When the black wire from the
horizontal flyback was unsoldered
from the tripler, the Q202 collector
voltage rose to normal. This
proved the tripler was loading

13
FLYBACK

E

QUADRUPLER

SQN101

T0
AUTOMATIC
BRIGHTNESS

LIMITING

R122

4700

RCA CTC46

Figure 4 Internal arcing was found in the quadrupler of an RCA CTC46A chassis.

down the sweep circuit and reduc-
ing the voltages. Installation of the

Check the Photofact listings to be certain a proper rectifier unit is ordered for
replacement. Triplers and quadruplers have the same outward appearance.
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should be checked to determine
whether or not the overload cur-
rent has changed their ohmic
values.

Low HV with arcing

Sounds of arcing could be heard
near the flyback in the RCA
CTC46A chassis (Photofact
1278-3) and flashing arcs were
noticed in the socket end of the pic-
ture tube. When the high-voltage
lead was removed from the CRT
anode, the circuit breaker tripped.

However, after the flyback lead
was disconnected from the quad-
rupler (Figure 4), the breaker held
and a normal %s-inch arc could be
drawn from the flyback lead.
These tests indicated that a defec-
tive quadrupler was loading down
the sweep.

As you may have guessed
already, replacement of the
quadrupler with an RCA exact
part restored normal high voltage
and produced a good picture.

Because there is no easy way to
determine whether a dec-voltage
multipler unit is a tripler or a
quadrupler, you should always
check the original part number or
specifications. And when the
original component is not
available, make certain the univer-
sal replacement has the desired
characteristics.

Arc lines in the picture

Arc lines in the picture can origi-
nate either in the flyback or the
tripler. This arcing can be heard
sometimes and the sound provides
a clue about the origin. However,
careful listening often is required
because the two components are
near each other.

Another good test of a bad
tripler or quadrupler unit is to
operate the television for several
minutes, pull the power plug from
the wall outlet and then feel the
plastic case of the rectifier unit.
Normal triplers operate at room
temperature, while shorted ones
often feel warm to the touch.

Many flybacks in new models
have three diodes inside and these
flybacks are more prone to inter-
nal arcs.

Arcs can be caused also by a
defective or poorly seated CRT
anode lead or by a focus control
(Figure 5). Sometimes arcs can
been seen after the room lights are
turned out, or the flyback/tripler
area is darkened.

Loading the horizontal sweep

Low collector voltage of the
horizontal-output transistor can be
produced by a leaky output tran-
sistor or insufficient drive to the
output base. Therefore, a low
collector-voltage measurement

Figure 5 Spots and lines in the picture, caused by receiver arcing, can originate from
the anode lead or the focus control. This thick-film, focus-control wiring (from a
CTC46 RCA) generated picture interference from arcs.

Figure 6 These components were re-
moved from color receivers because
they arced. At the left is an RCA flyback
that has internal diodes which repiace a
tripler. The tripler (at right) shows car-
bonization from arcs on one side.

should be followed by scoping the
base signal. If the waveform and
amplitude are adequate, the out-
put transistor should be checked
for leakage. Sometimes an ohm-
meter reading taken from collec-
tor to circuit ground can prove
leakage. If so, the transistor
should be removed for more ac-
curate out-of-circuit tests.

The low-collector-voltage symp-
tom was present in a Magnavox
T995 chassis. Only +87V was
measured at the collector, but it
returned to the proper +114V
when the tripler unit was replaced.

Erratic breaker tripping

In another RCA CTC46 chassis,
the circuit breaker would trip after
anywhere from 15 minutes to a full
week of operation. After the
breaker was disconnected, a 100W
test bulb was connected in place of
the breaker and the receiver was
placed on a heat run awaiting a
brightening of the test bulb.

After it appeared certain that
the overload was in the horizontal-
sweep circuit, the SCRs, flyback
and quadrupler were replaced on
suspicion, but without stopping the
erratic tripping of the breaker.

Finally, operation with a higher
line voltage produced arcing of the
focus-control assembly (Figure 4).
Replacement of the focus assembly
permanently stopped the breaker
tripping. Although the quadrupler
itself was not the problem, the arc-
ing focus control overloaded the
quadrupler, which overloaded the
breaker, causing it to trip.

A warm tripler
Always replace any tripler that
has audible arcing sounds internal-
ly or that feels warm after several
minutes of operation. In an RCA
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Figure 7 Flybacks that have internal rectifiers seem to have more arcing problems than those without rectifiers. One
General Electric EC-A chassis had visible arcing between one winding and the metal framework. Others have failed by
developing arcs from one winding to another.

CTC74 chassis, the de voltage at
pin 3 of ITR401 trace SCR/diode
measured about + 28V, instead of
the usual +70V. No high voltage
or raster was obtained.

After several minutes of opera-
tion, the tripler was warm to the
touch —an excellent indication of a
bad tripler. To be certain, we un-
soldered the wire from the tripler
in terminal and found the ITR
voltage had risen to normal. A new
tripler brought back the former
good operation, and another repair
was finished without elaborate
testing.

Constant arcing
Almost constant arcing could be
seen and heard around the tripler

component in a Montgomery Ward
M25 chassis. After the tripler was
pulled up away from the chassis to
stop the arcing, the picture was
normal. It is sometimes necessary
to lift the tripler before the source
of the arcing can be seen.

Do not attempt a patch job by
application of an anti-arc coating.
There are uses for anti-are, but not
here. Instead, replace the defec-
tive tripler with an appropriate

new one. This television was
repaired by installation of a
universal GE-521. Universals

sometimes require a different
mounting, so there must be suffi-
cient room for all leads without
producing other arcs.

Two components that were
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removed because of arcing are pic-
tured in Figure 6. One is a flyback
with internal diodes and the other
is a tripler.

Many late-model color receivers
(such as the General Electric
EC-A chassis) have three high-
voltage diodes inside the flyback.
In other words, the tripler is built
into the flyback. One EC-A
developed an arc between one
winding and the internal metal
framework. Others have arced be-
tween two or more internal wind-
ings (Figure 7). Of course, replace-
ment is the only remedy.

Sensory tests for arcing in these
combination flyback/triplers are
about the same as for separate
triplers: the molded covering may



Figure 8 This RCA flyback was replaced after arcing sounds were heard coming from
it. After the flyback was removed, a cracked area could be seen in the plastic cover-
ing of the high-voltage winding. Evidently the internal arcing had damaged the

plastic.

feel warm to the touch and inter-
nal arcing may be heard in
suspected flybacks.

Shutdown

A significant number of new
models have safety circuits that
disable the horizontal sweep when
excessive high-voltage or HV-
current is sensed. An RCA
CTC86U chassis produced a short
burst of sound before all sound
stopped. Also, ticking was heard
from the horizontal-sweep section,
although there was no high voltage
or raster.

After the tripler’s input lead was

disconnected, a proper small arc
could be drawn from the flyback
lead, indicating the tripler was
loading down the horizontal
sweep. Figure 8 pictures leakage
evidence in another RCA flyback.

Installing a new tripler solved all
problems.

An unusual problem

In a Coronado TV2-6634A
chassis (Photofact 1157-1), arcing
was noted in many places, such as
around the tripler and the picture
tube. A high-voltage measurement
revealed excessive 40kV high
voltage. A new tripler was in-

1901
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VM101 b———— HVTO CRT
TRIPLER
R914  R9I5
— VW MN—
18MQ  18MQ
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| 15M
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f

Figure 9 An open capacitor C910 evidently was responsible for excessive high

voltage in this Coronado color receiver.
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stalled, without any change of
symptoms. After some reflection,
this replacement seemed inap-
propriate, because nothing inside a
tripler can ncrease the high
voltage.

All horizontal voltages and
waveforms were normal, and the
flyback resistances checked within
tolerance. Finally, C910, (a
0.0025xF 10kV capacitor enclosed
in a ceramic sleeve) was suspected
of being open. Replacement of
C910 brought the high voltage
down to 26kV. I advise using a
replacement capacitor from the
manufacturer.

Universal triplers

The majority of triplers can be
replaced with a universal type,
without difficulties or special
problems. In some cases, longer
wires and different mounting
hardware might be needed to prop-
erly mount the tripler.

Use extra care with older chassis
that might be equipped with
quadruplers. The appearance and
mounting of quadruplers and
triplers might be similar.
However, using a tripler to replace
a quadrupler will produce insuffi-
cient high voltage. Even worse, us-
ing a quadrupler to replace a
tripler produces excessive high
voltage, which can cause arcs, X
radiation and other problems.
Check Howard W. Sams Photo-
facts for the correct universal
replacement.

Tips

After the correct replacement
tripler or quadrupler has been
mounted, carefully check each
wire to be certain it is connected to
the correct terminal. When the
wiring is not crystal clear, a simple
diagram showing the color of leads
or the destination should be made
before the original defective com-
ponent is removed. This will
minimize errors when the new
tripler is wired, which might be
days or weeks later.

After normal soldering of each
terminal to accomplish proper tin-
ning, a ball of solder should be con-
structed so no sharp points of wire
or solder remain. Finally, place a
covering of silicone cement over
each connection. These few pre-
cautions will minimize ares or

coronas. m



Some proponents
0

component TV

This month when we set to the
task of pinpointing one most prom-
inent trend in TV development for
the coming year, we discovered
that there was no one area that we
could single out. It seems that the
manufacturers are pursuing
several technologies. Besides con-
tinuing in their never-ending quest
for compact chassis, sharper pic-
tures, higher definition, unexcelled
color and contemporary designs,
manufacturers are increasing the
size of the screen or shrinking the
complete unit, developing systems
that simulate stereo output from
mono input, and projecting from in
back of, as well as from in front of
a screen,

In the late 1940s and early 1950s
as audio electronic equipment ad-
vanced rapidly in sophistication
and the availability of program
sources increased, audio equip-
ment was broken down into its
components so that the audiophile
could build a high-fidelity sound
system precisely tailored to both
his ear and his budget.

It appears that video is now
poised on the threshold of that
same step. Advances in video cir-
cuitry have made high-quality,
high-definition video displays
possible. Videotape, videodisc,
cable and TVRO have dramatical-
ly increased the availability of
programming, and more is on the
way. Much of this new program-
ming is capable of high-fidelity
stereophonic sound. In fact, one
aspect of the swing to component
video is the first steps toward in-
tegration of video and audio into a
single high-quality sound-and-
picture entertainment center with-
in the home.

Panasonic

Panasonic Company is entering
the component television race with
their Omni Series System Televi-
sion. It consists of a color monitor,
a video control with synthesizer
tuner and a matched speaker
system.

CompuFocus picture tubes are

By Rhonda Wickham, managing editor

featured in the 19-inch (diagonally)
monitor component (model CT-
9072M). The CompuFocus Video
System combines the CompuFocus
picture tube with a wide lens for
sharp pictures, a tinted glass
envelope for better image contrast
and use of either a saw filter or a
comb filter in the electronic cir-
cuitry.

The saw filter used in the system

Panasonic Omni Series Svstem Television
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Color video monitor
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