THE PROFESSIONAL MAGAZINE FOR ELECTRCNICS AND COMPUTER SERVICING

GLEGTRONG

Ser\/iCi ﬂg & T@Ch ﬂOIOgy November 1994/$3.00
Troubleshooting VCR motor problems

Service problems in the CTG145 and CTC146 chassis
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Matsushita Original
Replacement Parts and
Accessories

Nothing less than total satisfaction is expected by today’s customers. The
only way to live up to this standard is by using Matsushita Original Replacement

Parts and Accessories.

The source of this quality is The Matsushita Services
Company and your Authorized Replacement Parts Distributor.

Consult the list

below, or call 1-800-545-2672 for the location nearest you.

CALIFORNIA

Andrews Flectronics * 25258 Avenue Stanford. Valencia 91355 * 800-289-0300 * FAX 800-289-0301
Cass Electronics * 801 Seventh Ave.. Oakland 94606 * 510-839-2277 * FAX 510-465-5927

E and K Parts * 2115 Westwood Bivd.. Los Angeles 90025 * 800-331-8263 * FAX 800-826-0890

Pacific Coast PParts * 15024 Staff Cun. Gardena 92048 * 310-515-0207 * FAX 800-782-5747

Star For {'arts (V) * 10727 Commerce Way.. Fontana. CA 92335 * 909-428-1404 * FAX 909-428-32(3
Rlakeman Wholesale (V) * 1800 E. Walnut St.. Fullerton. CA 92631 * 714-680-6800 * FAX 714-680-8700

COLORADO

Denver Walker \Wintronics * 1001 W. Arizona Ave.. Denver 80223 * 303-744-9505 * FAX 303-777-9357
Star For I'arts (V') * 2350 Arapahoe St.. Denver 80205 * 303-296-2117 * FAX 303-296-2120

CONNECTICUT

Signal Flectronics * 589 New Park Ave.. West Hartford 06110 * 203-233-8551 * FAX 203-233-8554

FLORIDA
Herman Electronics * 1365 N.W. 23rd S1.. Miam 33142 * 305-634-6591 * FAX 305-634-6247
Layco. Inc. * 501 South Main St.. Crestview 32536 * 904-682-0321 * FAX 904-682-8820

Vance Baldwin * 2207 S. Andrews Ave.. Fort Lauderdale 33316 * 305-523-3461 * FAX 305-523-3464
Vance Baldwin * 1801 NE 2nd Ave.. Miami 33132 * 305-379-4794 *FAX 305-373-8855

Vance Baldwin * 1007 N. Himes Ave.. Tampa 33607 *800-299-1007 * FAX 813-870-1088

Vance Baldwin * 500 Clematis St.. West Palm Beach 33401 * 407-832-5671 ¢ FAX 407-833-8191|

GEORGIA

Buckeye Yacuum Cleaner (V) * 2870 Plant Atkinson Rd.. Smyma 30080 * 404-351-7300 * FAX 404-351-7307
Wholesale Industrial © 5925 Peachiree Corners East. Norcross 30071 * 404-447-8436 * FAX 404-447-1078
ILLINOIS

BB & W * 2137 S. Euclid Ave.. Berwyn 60402 708-749-1710 * FAX 708-749-0325

Hesco (V) * 6633 North Milwaukee Ave.. Niles 60714 * 708-647-6700 * FAX 708-647-0534

Joseph Electronics * 8830 N. Milwaukee Ave.. Niles 60648 © 708-297-4208 * FAX 708-297-6923

Union Electronic Dist. * 16012 S. Couage Grove. South Holland 60473 * 708-333-4100 * FAX 708-339-2777
INDIANA

Electronic Service Parts © 2901 E. Washington St.. Indianapolis 46201 * 317-269-1527 * FAX 800-899-1220
KANSAS

G & A Distributers * 635 N. Hydraulic St.. Wichita 67214 * 316-262-3707 * FAX 316-262-6494
Manhattan Electronics * 9086 Bond Si.. Overland Park 66214 * 800-821-3114 * FAX 800-255-6239
MARYLAND

Fairway Electronics® 3040 Wuerview Drive. Baltimore 21230 * 410-576-8555 * FAX 800-955-2119
Fairway Electronics * 4210 Howard Ave.. Kensington 20895 * 301-564-1440 * FAX 800-955-1358
Tritronies * 1306 Continental Dr.. Abingdon 21009-2334 * 410-676-7300 *FAX 800-888-FAXD

MASSACHUSETTS

Signal Electronics * 484 Worthington St.. Springfield 011105 * 413-739-3893 * FAX 203-233-8554

Tece Vee Supply * 407 R Mystic Avenue. PO. Box 649, Medford 02155 * 617-395-9440 * FAX 617-391-8020
MICHIGAN

G. M. Popkey * 5000 W. Greenbrooke Dr. S.E.. Grand Rapids 49512 * 800-444-3920 * FAX 616-698-0794
Remcor Electronics * 10670 Nine Mile Rd.. Oak f*ark 48237 * 810-541-5666 * FAX 810-398-1016

MINNESOTA
Ness Electronics * 441 Stinson Blvd. NE. Minncapolis 55413 * 612-623-9505 * FAX 612-623-9540
Mid America Yacuum (V) * 066 University Ave.. St. Paul 55104 * 612-222-0763 * FAX 612-224-2674

MISSOURI

Cititronix * 1641 Diclman Rd.. S1. Louis 63132 * 314-427-3420 or 800-846-2484 * FAX 314-427-3360
Tacony Corp. (V) * 1760 Gilsinn Lane, Fenton 63026 * 314-349-3000 * FAX 314-349-2333
NEW JERSEY

Panson Electronics. 1-80 and New Maple Ave. Pine Book. NJ 07058 * 800-255-5229 < FAX 800-332-3922
NEW YORK
Bale Electronics * 7 E. 20th St.. New York City 10003 * 212-475-1124 * FAX 212-475-1963
Fox International. knc.. * 241-A Central Ave.. Farmingdale 11735 ¢ 516-694-1354 or 800-321-6994

FAX 516-694-0595
Radio Equipment * 196 Vulcan St.. Buffalo 14207 * 716-874-2690 * FAX 716-874-2698
Star For Parts (V) * 250 Rabro Dive East. Huuppauge 11788-0255 * 800-525-6046 * FAX 516-348-7160
OHIO
Fox International® 23600 Aurora Rd.. Bedford Heights 44146 * 216-439-8500 * FAX 800-445-7991
OREGON
Diversificd Parie* 2114 S.E. 9th Ave.. Portland 97214-4615 * 800-338-6342 * FAX 800-962-0602
Northwest Wholesale (V) * 426 NE Davis St.. Pontland 97232 * 800-234-8227 * FAX 503-232-7115
The Moore Ca. * 333 SE 2nd. Portland 97214 * 503-731-0100 or 452-0500 * FAX 503-731-0105
PENNSYLVANIA

CRS Electronics * 818 Brownsville Rd.. Pinsburgh 15210 * 412-431-7700 * FAX 412-431-5666
Steel City Vacuum (V) * 919 Penn Ave.. Pitsburgh 15221 * 800-822-1199 * FAX 412-731-3205

SOUTH CAROLINA

Wholesale Industrial * 515 E Bay St.. Charlesion 29403 * 803-722-2634 * FAX 803-723-8182

TENNESSEE

Shields Electonics Supply * 4722 Middiebrook Pike. Knoxville 37921
TEXAS

Fox International * 752 So. Sherman. Richardson 75081 * 800-321-6993 * FAX 800-145-7991
Interstate Eleetric Co. * 11292 Leo Lane. Dallas 75229 * 214-247-1567 or 800-527-4029

* FAX 214-247-2137

M-Tronies * 3201 West Ave., San Antonio 78213 * 210-340-4069 * FAX 210-340-4569

VCP tntenational (V) * 2285 Merritt Dr.. Garland 75040 * 214-271-7474 * FAX 214-278-5981
VIRGINIA

Avee Electromnics

615-588-2421 * FAX 615-588-3431

711 Granby St.. Nortolk 23510 * 804-627-3502 * FAX 804-627-1710

Avec Electronics * 2002 Staples Mill Rd.. Richmond 23230 * 804-359-6071 * FAX 804-359-5609
Avec Electronics © 2009 Williamson Rd.. Roanoke 24012 * 703-344-6288 * FAX 703-344-008 |
WISCONSIN

G. M. Popkey * 2035 Larsen Ave.. Green Bay 54307-2237 * 414.497-0400 * FAX 414-497-4894
G. M. Popkey * 2355 So. Calloun Rd.. New Berlin 53151 * 414-786-5887 * FAX 414-786-9031

{as of 10-10-94) - (V) Vacuum Cleaner Parts Distirubor

Matsushita Services Company

50 Meadowlands Parkway, Secaucus, NJ 07094

Panasonic.
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7 Selecting a soldering iron for
surface mount components
By Doug Wilkerson &
Catherine Woneis
This month ES&T takes an in-
depth look at soldering and desol-
dering and covers such various
aspectsasselecting asoldering iron,
removing and replacing SMDs and
flat packs with standard tools, and
how to install and remove SMDs on
a budget.

12 Service problems related to
RCA’s CTC145 and CTCl146
chassis
By Homer L. Davidson
In the CTC145 and CTC146 chas-
sis. the IF, SIF, chroma, vertical,
horizontal and Tuminance circuits
are all contained in a single IC,
U001, making this IC one of the
most {requent causes of problems in
these sets. This feature focuses on
this 1C and other typical problems
related to these chassis.

18 Troubleshooting VCR motor
problems
By Juergen Ewert
This feature contains a review of
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Serwvicing & lechnology
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24

capstan and drum servo operation
theory, a guide to troubleshooting
motor problems, and three real-
world examples.

Computer power supplies—
Part 11

By David Presnell

Part one of this two-part article
looked at the theory of operation of
computer power supplies.This seg-
ment will present some common
diagnostic procedures and cost
effective component level repairs
yau can make without schematics.
Topics include: determining if the
power supply is the problem.
removing the power supply, testing
the supply. locating a shorted input.

A pair of improvised adapters
By Roger D. Redden

If you own a TV test jig but often
can’t use it to help repair a TV
because you don’t have the correct
adapter, the ideas presented here
may be useful, particularly if your
Jig is a Sylvania CK300.
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The use of surface mount componentsin
the manufacturing of consumer elec-
tronics products has required that ser-
vice technicians learn a new set of skills
for dealing with them, and in some cases
requires the purchase of new tools,
accessories and materials. (Photo cour-
tesy American Hakko Products, Inc.)
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The
constancy
of change

—Editorial =———= —_—

Have you ever read Twain’s “Life on the
Mississippi?” I read it around ten years ago
and have been recommending it 10 all of my
friends eversince. It’s far more than the title
implied to me. 1U's not just a story of the life
of one river pilot back when the Mississippi
was perhaps the most heavily traveled trade
route in the United States. I’s also a chron-
icle of change.

The book starts with a narrative account of
the discovery of the Mississippi by European
explorers, and describes the development of
the waterway throughout its history up until
the narrator. Mark Twain (Samuel Langhorne
Clemens). who spent many years on the river,
has become an old man.

In the early days. commerce on the river
consisted of tlat boats. The crews of those
hoats poled, or rowed them, down river,
loaded with goods from cities in the north.
destined for cities farther down river. With
no means of propulsion. once the tlat boats
reached the mouth of the river, they were
either used in local navigation, or possibly
broken up. and the wood used as raw mate-
rials for other building projects.

The river boatmen would then turn around
and walk or ride back north via the Natchez
Trace. then maybe do the same thing again.

Later came steam-powered paddle wheel
hoats: side-wheelers and sternwheelers.
When these powered boats appeared on the
river. the 1Tat boats were history. The tlat
boatmen had to find some other means ot
employment; perhaps on one of the stcam-
boats. Photographs of the St. Louis docks
during the heyday of the steamboats show
river tratfic that’s just about as dense as free-
ways of (oday.

Butchange wasn'tlimited tothe river traf-
fic. Rivers, being what they were before the
Corps of Engineers began to regulate their
flow. pretty much went where they wanted
to. One day a town might be a thriving river
port. Then over a period of a few days the
river would tlood, cut a new channel. and
leave the town “in the country,” in Twain’s
words. With the watery highway gone from
its door. the town might wither and die. and
anew town would spring up along the river’s
NEW COUrse.

When the railroads came along, the era of
the steamboats as the critical link between
cities atong the river came 10 an end. While
there is still a great deal of commerce by boat
along the river, it’s only a traction of all of
the commerce that now takes place there.

The story of “Lite on the Mississippi™ is
of interest to all of us today. because it tells
us that the changes that we're experiencing

2 Electronic Servicing & Technology November 1994

loday is not unique to our tine. or (o our way
of life. A study of any period of history done
with a careful eye will show that changes
took place. sometimes gradually, sometimes
abruptly. Sometimes cataclysmicly. And in
every case, businesses changed, livelihoods
changed; and sometimes even entire nations
went through changes.

Consumer electronics service centers
have had a difficult time of it over the past
two decades. Thousands of consumer clec-
tronics servicers have found it necessary 1o
find another way to make a living.
Thousands of service centers have closed.
Still. thousands of others have found ways
to not only survive. but 1o thrive.

For some service centers that have
remained successful, some of their success
has been at least partly good luck, but good
luck alone will not keep a business alive.
Other ingredients include having good tech
nical skills. good business skills. and good
supervisory skills. It also helps to be aware
that the technology and the economic cli
mate will change. They always do. And, it
helps to be prepared 10 change with them.

Toward “Life on the
Mississippi.” Twain relates that he has been
traveling as a passenger on riverboats, and
that he has had conversations with & lot of
other passengers. One of these was a drum-
mer (salesman) who was selling a brand new
product: oleomargarine.

Some of us are old enough to have lived
through an era when the dairy lobby suc-
cessfully kept the companies who supply
margarine from coloring it to look like but-
ter. in the hopes that people would not buy
it. [t was white. In some cases. it came with
a little dab of color that the purchaser could
stir in 1o trn it butter yeltow. In spite of the
cttorts to keep margarine oft the market, we
have it now in profusion.

This is just another reminder that no one,
no matter how powerful or influential, can
halt change. We can, however, adapt as best
we can to the changes.

And many service centers have success-
fully adapted. We teel that by reading of their
successes, other service centers may also be
able to thrive in hard times. Read our depart-
ment. “Successtul Servicing,” starting in
this issue, 10 see what some other service
centers are doing to remain successful in
spite of the magnitude of the currents of
change going on around us.

the end of
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Measure It All!

The DMM/LCR Meter/
Frequency Counter. All in One.

roLbleshoot down to tne
T component level — any

component! Verify poorly
marked parts, test for toler-
ances and damage. Wavetek’s
new DMZ7XT is not only a fall-
function DMM, but also
includes complete inductance,
capacitance, and frequency
measure nent capabilities.

* Wide LCR range:
10 Q to 2000 MQ
10 pF 10 2000 pF
100 pH to 20 H

e Autoranging frequency
meter 10 Hz to 20 MHz

* Ac and dc current to 20 A

¢ Logic test, diode test, max
reading hold, continuity
beeper, input warning
beeper, fused input
protection, battery saver

Consolidate your test bench wizh
one meter that does it all -
Wavetek's high-performing,
full-funcion XT Series DMM.
It's all in one compact, ruggec,
field-reaay package with a big
0.7-inch, 31/2-digit display.
Insulatec probes and alligator
clip leads are included, and )
there is a huge selection of o= 2
accessorizs, including current N Ry

i and HY probes, temperature Do 200 2008 F
converters, holsters, and cases
Ask for Wavetek DMMs. They’re
the meters to pick when you
have things to fix.

DM27XT

1199

Other XT Series DMMs from $89.95

U.S.A:(619)279-2200
Europe: (44/243) 531323
Asia Pacific: (852)865-1903

©1993 Waveiek Corporation

WAVETEK

Circle (33) on Reply Card



Mobile Electronics
Certification Program

The Mobile Electronics Certification
Program (MECP) is the only industry-
wide. nationally-recognized testing pro-
gram for installers. The benetits to mobile
electronics manufacturers, retailers and
installers are clear. By improving the
quality of installation, product returns are
decreased while customer confidence is
increased and this raises the profession-
alism of the 12V industry.

So far, the MECP has been administrat-
ed to more than 7,000 installers. Some
5,000 have been certitied as installer. in
specialist exams for autosound, security
and cellular; at the First Class level, and

as master installer.
The following is the schedule for
MECP Testing:

November 1994
Boise, ID
November 3
5:30 pm

Philadelphia, PA
November 10
5:30 pm

Hartford, CT
November 10
5:30 pm

Columbia, SC
November |7
5:30 pm

December 1994
Sconsdale, AZ
December |
5:30 pm

Los Angeles, CA
December 8
4:30 pm

Miami, FL
December 8
5:30 pm

Tulsa, OK
December 15
5:30 pm

The Electronic Industries Association
endorses the MECP which is adminis-
tered by Bobit Publishing Company.

Registration deadlines are two weeks
before the tests. To receive more infor-
mation on test locations, study guides

and cost, contact:

Mobile Electronics Certification Pro-
gram, 2512 Artesia Bivd.,, Redondo
Beach, CA 90278, Telephone: 310-376-
8458, Fax: 310-798-4598.

Consumers better informed on home
theater, but still have much to learn

Consumers know more about home
theater today than they knew a year ago,
but the gaps in their knowledge and un-
derstanding are still wide and deep ac-
cording to a new survey of nearly 2,000
retail audio/video sales personnel.

By a nearly 4-to-1 margin, the sales

people queried said consumers are better
informed about home theater, yet only
38% said that haltf or more of the con-
sumers coming through the door are fu-
mihiar with the name Dolby. Only 15% of
the respondents indicated that consumers
had “no idea about home theater,” but
nearly 84% agreed that “they have some
idea, but want to ask many questions.”

The study was conducted by an inde-
pendent company for Yamaha Electron-
ics Corporation, as partof its Product Ad-
visory Board program. The proprietary
survey documents a high level of con-
sumer interest in home theater and the
continuing need for greater information
and demonstration.

For example, the sales people respond-
ing reported that consumers seem to know
that surround sound requires multiple
speakers. More than 88% of them checked
that box in a multiple-choice question
dealing with consumers’ knowledge of
features detining surround sound. Indi-
cating the need for education. only 6%
marked the box for “knows it means 5
channels or more,” while 3% indicated
that consumers know “nothing.”

The survey ulso probed consumer pret-
erences. The sales people were presented
with a list of five “greatest consumer con-
cerns about purchasing a home theater
system” and asked to select the top two.
Nearly three-quarters responded that con-
sumers wanted something “that is good
for both movies and music,” and more
than two-thirds checked “getting some-
thing that sounds really good.”

“This initial study demonstrates a tre-
mendous opportunity,” said Tom Gra-
ham, Yamaha’s director of marketing.
“It’s clear that home theater is currently
the driving force in the traditional areas
of consumer e¢lectronics. 1f the survey is
right, we are only at the initial stages of
home theater’s growth. The more infor-
mation we can bring to the consumer, the
more explosive its expansion will be.”

NSCA secks ideas for standardized
device symbols

The National Systems Contractors As-
sociation, NSCA, is looking for device
symbol ideas, as part of its program to
develop standard symbols for use by its
members and the entire electronics sys-
tems industry.

4 Electronic Servicing & Technology November 1994
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The Device Symbol Committee,
chaired by Richard Fyten. Electronic De-
sign Co., St. Paul MN| is currently look-
ing for symbol ideas in the following cat-
egories: telecommunications, sound, fire
alarm, nurse call, security, television,
clock. CCTV, and data network. “Our
committee was formed to develop a list
of standard device symbols that are easi-
ly recognized and that the industry will
teel comfortable using,” said Fyten. “and
we are looking especially to our members
and sponsors for their input,” he said.

When completed. the recommended
listof' device symbols will be available to
members in both hard copy, plastic tem-
plate, and Auto Cad disk. The Committee
is scheduled to have the completed list of
recommended device symbols available
to members by the time of NSCA’s Expo
*95, next April 30 in Indianapolis, IN.

In order to standardize the entire indus-
ry’s device symbols, the NSCA’s recom-
mendations will be submitted to the other
associations in the industry for their re-
view and comments.

The work of Fyten’s commiitee was
described by Per Haugen, NSCA Presi-
dent, General Communications. Murray.
UT, as exemplifying the spirit of the
NSCA. “*Pro-active leadership is the style
of the association that connects the indus-
try ftor the industry that connects the
world.” Haugen said.

Notonly NSCA members, but all mem-
bers of the electronics systems industry
are invited to submit their ideas to the De-
vice Symbol Committee. Send all symbo!
ideas to NSCA General Manager Mary
Beth Rebedeau, at association headquar-
ters, 10400 S. Roberts Rd., Palos Hills,
IL, 60465. Telephone: 708-598-9777 or
1-800-446-NSCA, fax: 708-598-4888.

CES Specialty Audio & Video Show

The Electronic Industries Associa-
tion's Consumer Electronics Group (E1A/
CEG) has announced that it will sponsor,
produce and manage the 1995 CES Spe-
cialty Audio & Video Show which will
debut next June in Chicago. The trade-
only show is being taunched at the direct
request of more than 65 members of the
specialty audio and video industry who
have all signed letters of intent to support
the new venture.

Staged as a stand-alone trade show, CES



Specialty Audio & Video will provide a
concentrated forum for the market with
product-specific educational sessions and
exhibits. Because of the nature of the
exhibits, which require isolated listening
rooms, the show will be located in a hotel.

“The high-end manufacturers have dem-
onstrated that they are committed to a suc-
cessful, trade-only show dedicated to the
specialty audio and video industry,” said
Jerry Kalov, president of Cobra and chair-
man of the board of EIA/CEG. “ElA’s role
as an association is to support all segments
of the consumer electronics industry, and
to promote industry sales in any way pos-
sible. This group is very pro-active and
aggressive and feels the need for a show
dedicated solely to meeting their needs.”

The grassroots campaign to develop
the new show was headed by EIA/CEG
Specialty Audio Subdivision chairperson
Kathy Gornik of Thiel and Conrad-John-
son Design’s Lew Johnson.

“Exhibitors in specialty audio had one
of their best shows ever at the 1994 Sum-
mer Consumer Electronics Show, and
thatled us tobelieve that this group would
benefit from a focused show dedicated to
our segment of the industry,” said Kathy
Gornik, president of Thiel. “CES Special-
ty Audio & Video will attract our buyers
because it will have a different character
without the distraction of a larger trade
show, and we are certain the buyers will
enjoy the relaxed atmosphere. We want
to work with the EIA and the CES staff
because they have consistently provided
us with the buyers, international distrib-
utors and the media exposure that we
can’t find anywhere else.”

Video market experiences
best month of the year

The pace of color TVs combined with
a resurgence of VCR sales catapulted the
video market to its best month so far this
year according to the Electronic Indus-
tries Association’s Consumer Electronics
Group (EIA/CEG). Color TV sales set a
strong pace in July, recording the fourth
consecutive double-digit increase.

“Consumers’ confidence in product
quality and competitive prices are driving
these sales,” said Joe Clayton, Executive
Vice President of Thomson Consumer
Electronics. “‘Lower shipments earlier in

(Continued on page 62)

Anything less is not worth the risk!
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Chem-Wik®
Lite

Chemtronics®

End the confusion.

Get the Straight Story from the
Chemtronics application
engineering team about:
e Tke best CFC Free product to use
* Tte best cleaning process to use
s Ervironmental regulations
* No obligation
. ] * No sales pitch
Application " No hassle
Engineering
Team
Chemtronics®

The best all-around flux remover. Period.

CFC Free N
Flux-Off 2000

Chemtronics®
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NEW! Larger pages, type & pictures -
more user-friendly than cver before!
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Order Phone: 800-426-1194 or 602-968-6231
24-Hour FAX: 800-366-9662 or 602-438-1690
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Tools catalog

Jensen’s 1994-1995 Master Catalog is
now in a new format. The pages, pictures
and type have all been enlarged to make
the catalog easier 10 use.

The catalog teatures a full line of spe-
cialty ool Kits and cases, plus the latest
portable field test instruments from major
manufacturers. Also included are hard-
to-find tools, static control products, cir-

cuit board accessories, lighting and opti-
cal aids. workbenches, soldering sup-
plies, cable, connectors, LAN installation
and maintenance products, cases, ship-
ping containers, and more.

Circle (80) on Reply Card

Components catalog
Mouser Electronics announces the
publication of its latest industrial elec-
tronic components catalog. Thisis a guide
for buvers, engineers and manufacturing

MOUSER

ELECTRONICS

managers. The catalog provides specifi-
cation drawings and up-to-date, guaran-
teed prices. It is casy to use with a Quick
Index on the front cover and a compre-
hensive index of both manufacturers and
product categories. The company pro-
vides same day shipping on all orders.
The 276-page catalog contains over
45.0001n-stock. factory-authorized prod-
uct selections from more than 100 manu-
facturers and features new product list-
ings from AMP. Teccor. SGS Thomson.
Litteltuse, Amphenol. 3M, and Belden.
Sclect from semiconductors, passive
components. clectromechanical devices.
resistors, capacitors. switches. transtorm-
ers. inductors. wire and cable, connectors.
publications, equipment, and supplies.
Circle (81) on Reply Card

UPS Selection guide

Computer Power Inc. offers a guide to
selecting uninterruptible power systems.
The guide is designed to help users sort
through the contusing selection and
claims of UPS and related power protec-
tion products.

(Coniinued on page 60)

Fox International

23600 Aurora Road « Bedtord His.. Ohio 44146

OVER 3 MILLION PARTS IN STOCK
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Why Call Multiple Distribinors For Al Y onr Parts Needs?

“With One Call You Get It AlI

CALL ONE NUMBER
FOR ALL YOUR PART NEEDS

800-321-6993

We Are Not A Broker WE STOCK PARTS
Call Us With Your Backorder List Today!!!!
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Santa Clarita, CA 91355, US A.

Hakko's new Model 808 is a portable desoldering
tool with a built in pump. The unique design places
the pump and motor above, not inside the grip. This
minimizes vibration and makes the grip easy to hold.
Replacement parts are inexpensive and maintenance
is simple. For more information call, write or FAX;
Call 1-(800) 88 HAKKO, FAX (805) 294-0096.

YHAKIO:

AMERICAN HAKKO PRODUCTS, INC.

CORPORATE OFFICE
25072 Anza Drive

_J
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Selecting a soldering iron for
surface mount components

By Doug Wilkerson & Catherine Woneis

I'.very day another technician is faced with the onerous task of

repairing a board that contains surface mount components.
When technicians only had to deal with through-hole compo-
nents, desoldering, repair. and reptacement were fairly casy: get
adesoldering gun or pencil and the right size tip to remove them,
and a good iron to put in a new component (Figure 1). You had
to keep perhaps tive or six tips on hand to do 95% of the work
that crossed your bench.

Now there are over 100 different surtface-mount components,
with new ones being developed every day. These chips are cost-
ly and cannot be casily removed with standard soldering and
desoldering tools, causing the task of being able to remove these
components without damaging others to become far more
important.

When you first look at the world of surtace mount rework.
solutions can be costly and complex. It can give you sticker
shock like you wouldn 't behieve: huge $10,000 machines, laden
with knobs, dials and readouts, chugging away loudly.
Fortunately, these machines are required only for high-volume
production and are not necessary to simply repair boards that
come across the bench.

Wilkerson is a Technical Services Manager and Woneis is a Publications Specialist Tor
Metcal. Inc.

Figure 1. With through-hole components, desoldering, repair and
replacement were fairly easy: get a desoldering gun or pencil and the
right size tip to remove them, and a good iron to put in a new one.

Two methods for replacement of
surface mount components
Choosing the correct equipment can be a daunting task—
especially when you realize that the equipment you choose can
dramatically affect both the amount of training you will need
and your final cost. The two most important things to consider
are ergonomics and reliability (both of the tool itself and of the

job it does).

There are basically two ways to remove and replace surface
mount components in low-volume environments: the ““hot air”
or “convection” method, in which heat is transferred to solder

joints via a directed hot gas stream; and the “conduction” meth-

od. in which heat is transferred directly to solder joints via con-
tact with a heated metal tip. Conduction tools include soldering
irons and tweezer grips.

The typical service center has to keep in mind this question:
“What method of surface mount removal will be the most ver-
satile, reliable and casy to use?”

Hot air
Hot-air tools are effective and easy to use once you have mas-
tered certain techniques. The key is to manage the amount of
air flow, the direction of air flow, and the temperature.
Too much air flow can cause solder balls to be blown across

Figure 2. For conduction rework of surface mount components, many
soldering iron manufacturers make tips that fit into their through-hole sol-
dering systems, such as this tip for surface mount diodes and resistors.
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'Removing and installing SMDs
‘on a budget

By Kevin Wagner

Servicing today’s compact consumer
electronics equipment can be achallenge,
especially now that surface mount de-
vices are being used in great numbers.
Some of the major manufacturers atready
require that service centers purchase spe-
cialized SMD (surface mount device) re-
work/repair stations, which can cost as
much as $1,200, before they will autho-
rize them to repair their products.

Handling SMDs with existing tools

If you don’t need to qualify for such
work, and want to learn an economical
method for replacing SMDs, try the sys-
tem I have developed. The only major
purchase required is a butane-fueled sol-
dering pen, available from most elec-
tronics distributors for less than $60.
You’ll also need a pry tool. I use a small
screwdriver with its blade filed down to
make it thin enough to get under SMDs.

If the SMD to be removed was not al-
ready defective, this method of removal

Wagner is a consumer electronics and business equipment
service technician and is also on the International Society
of Consumer Electronics Technicians’ (ISCET) Board of
Direciors.

will apply enough heat to destroy it, so,
as with removal and replacement of any
densely-leaded SMD. make all necessary
tests to be sure that the device to be re-
moved is in fact defective, and neverrein-
stall an SMD that you have removed from
a PC board.

Preparation

The first step in removing an SMD is
to remove all solder from all pins with
desoldering braid or a vacuum device. In
most instances, you will find that the
SMD was glued to the circuit board to
hold it in place for mass soldering during
the manufacturing process.

Dissolve the adhesive by applying a |
small amount of acetone near the com-
ponent to be removed. Use an acid brush
and tilt the circuit board slightly to atlow
the acetone to flow under the SMD.

Removal
After installing a I.5mm hot-air tip on
the soldering pen, and following the man-
ufacturer’s instructions for igniting the
hot-air orifice, adjust the {low level to the

Figure 1. Solder should be evenly distributed
between the upper and lower portion of the IC
legs

corner of the SMD device and heat it.
Keep the tip of the soldering pen about
1/4 to 1/2 inch away from the SMD and
heat the body of the device first, then
gradually work outward to the pins. This
heating process should take approxi-
mately two minutes.

Once the SMD s evenly heated it
should start to lift off the circuit board.
Use your pry tool to continually apply a
gentle upward pressure until the device
is completely free of the board.

the board, possibly shorting adjacent components. Solder balls
can be prevented by using solder paste designed tor hot-air tools.

Also, too much air, or misdirected air flow, can cause reflow
of the solder joints of surrounding components. To prevent
reflow, components must be shielded with a heat shield or pro-
tected with Kapton tape. Learning how to shield properly and
how to aim the jet stream takes a lot of time and eftort.

In addition, if you are working on a double-sided board, hot
air removal of components on one side of the board can cause
the solder joints of components on the other side to reflow.

When using a hot air tool, proper fixturing can be very impor-
tant. Various manufacturers make rework stands designed to
hold a hot air pencil or tool in a vertical holder, ensuring that
the tool’s distance from the board remains constant.

If your temperature is too high, you can hurt the board or other
components. Use too low a temperature and placement and
removal can be a very slow process.

Finally, proper venting must be given due to the emission of
a hot gas stream during use (and often during idle).

However, once you have mastered these techniques, a good
hot air tool can be quite useful for tasks such as reattaching

8 Electronic Servicing & Technology November 1994

lowest setting. Insert the pry tool at one

ceramic chip caps, preheating a board, and removing epoxy
residues. Things to look for when evaluating a good hot air pen-
cil include precise, variable air flow and easy catibration. In
addition. some hot air tools come with vacuum pick-ups. which
automatically hft the component from the board when the com-
ponent is completely reflowed.

Replacing components using hot air tools is fairly easy. You
Jjust put solder paste down, put the component down, and the
surface tension of the solder draws the component to the leads.
In addition, you are less likely to break a lead, since no direct
contact is made between the tool and the component.

Conduction

For conduction rework, many soldering iron manufacturers
make rework tips that fit into their through-hole soldering sys-
tems. The advantage to using conduction rework tips for your
surface mount rework are two-fold:

* These tips are much easier to use. since you are basically
using the same skills you have used betore, and
* Instead of having to purchase a whole new tool dedicated



R

Figure 2. Hold the PC board upright at a 45-
degree angle so that the solder will flow
smoothly when the iron is moved across the
pins in a downward motion.

Cautions

Be careful not to concentrate too much
heat in any one area for an extended peri-
od of time. as this can damage the circuit
board. Also, be sure you do not disturb
any surrounding components. Practice
on some scrap boards tirst. This method
does require some patience at first, but |
now find it easier to remove SMDs than
to remove dip ICs.

Preparation for installation

Once the SMD is oft the board, you
will have toremove any solder left on the
lands with desoldering braid. This will

make it easier to set the replacement
SMD squarely in place on the circuit
board. At this time, clean the entire area
with an acid brush and acetone.

Setting the replacement SMD
into place

For this portion of the procedure.
switch from the butane-fueled soldering
pen to a standard soldering iron.

Be sure while installing the new SMD
that you observe all electrostatic dis-
charge precautions. SMD ICs are partic-
ularly susceptible to damage from elec-
trostatic discharge.

Once the surface of the board has been
cleaned and all excess solder has been re-
moved, position the replacement SMD
and apply solder flux (a Tux pen is handy
for this application) to all SMD pins and
lands of the circuit board. Precisely align
all pins with the lands and tack down all
four corners of the SMD with solder.

Soldering method

One way | solder SMDs into place is
commonly termed “solder globbing.” An
excessive amount of solder is applied to
all the SMD pins and it appears as one
big “glob.” When you first attempt this
method, apply a strip of electrical tape at
the ends of the pins on all sides of the
SMD to keep the solder glob from
spreading out onto surrounding compo-
nents.

The final result of this installation will
be factory quality because all SMD pins
will have an even amount of solder after
the excess has been removed.

Once you have the SMD tacked into
placeand have applied the electrical tape,
start the solder globbing process by heat-
ing the pins of the SMD and applying a
generous amount of solder to bridge all
the pins (see Figure 1). Do this as quick-
ly as possible to avoid damaging the
SMD with heat. Repeat the process for
all sides of the SMD.

To remove the excess solder, tilt the
circuit board and use the tip of the iron
to draw all the excess solder in a down-
ward tlow (see Figure 2). After remov-
ing all excess solder, you may need to
touch up a few connections. However,
when you have tinished, all pins should
have an equal amount of solder.

Cleanup

To make your repair look even more
professional, clean the entire area with
acetone and an acid brush toremove ex-
cess solder flux. After cleanup. perform
a final inspection by using an adequate
light source and a magnifier to be sure
that there are no remaining solder
bridges.

I regularty use this method of handling
SMDs. It works well and does result in a
professional repair. You’ Il be surprised at
how well it works.

to surface mount technology (SMT). you can buy one or two
tips when you run across a particular component that you need
1o remove.

It’s a good idea to call the manutacturer of your current sol-
dering iron(s) to find out what surface mount solutions they have
available.

For larger components, some manutacturers make special tips
that can fitin two handles and be used together (Figure 3). There
are also tweezer units that lock down around components.
Tweezer units cannot be used for through-hole work.

Factors in selecting a soldering iron for SMT
Six factors should be considered when selecting a soldering
ron for SMT work:

L. Precise heat where the 100l meets the soldering load. To
deliver heat to a load. systems can do one of two things: vary
their temperature white delivering constant power, or vary their
power white delivering constant temperature, In a system that
relies mainly on changes in tip temperature to change heat deliv-
ery. too high a tip temperature can hurt components, boards, or

lands, and too low a tip temperature can greatly increase your
reworking time. In a system designed to deliver direct power in
proportion to the amount of heat required, tip temperatures need-
ed to rework are much lower than in conventional technology.

2. The variety of tips available to address the specific appli-
cation at hand. Most soldering system manufacturers have data
sheets on the various tips available for their systems. In gener-
al, you want to pick a manufacturer who has a proven track
record of developing tips for newer components when they are
needed. Manufacturers with custom tip programs typically do
the best development.

3. Heat-up and recovery time following tip changes.
Obviously, you want a system with tips that will be ready with-
in seconds to remove and solder components. It also helps to
have a system which can allow you to rework or solder five or
six components insuccession in an orderty, quick fashion, while
maintaining as low a temperature as possible.

4. Time required and difficulty 1o change. Some soldering sys-
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'Remove and

ey

By Ramos J. Cespedes, CET

Surface mount integrated circuits may
have 48, 64, or more pins mounted on a
high-density board with foil prints that
are as thin as a human hair. Commercial
tools available have attachments to fit a
soldering tron and melt the solder on all
pins at the same time. The chip is then
twisted off the board.

This procedure can be difficult because
it takes skill to heat all pins at the same
time. If it isn’t done properly, the result
may be foil damage. Moreover, the bulky
tool can easily damage other components

located very close to the removed chip if

the operator isn’t very careful.

The solution

After trying several methods and tools
for removal and replacement of chips. 1
arrived at a satisfactory method using
tools already on my bench. With a little
patience and practice any technician
should be able to accomplish this task.
There are seven steps to this method:

1. Pass a heavy resistor or capacitor
lead under the pins on one side of the 1C
package (Figure 1).

2. With a sharp hobby knife, carefully
cut the individual pins one at atime close
to the body of the IC package. Use just
enough pressure to cut the pin between
the resistor or capacitor lead and the
package (Figure 2).

3. When all pins have been cut, lift the
leadless body of the tlat pack off the
board leaving all leads still soldered to
the board (Figure 3).

4. Using a soldering iron and desol-
dering braid, remove the leads from the
board, using a sweeping motion in the
direction of the foils (Figure 4.)

5. Clean remaining adhesive or foreign
material from the work area and careful-
ly inspect the board for shorts or delam-
ination. Denatured alcohol and a cotton-
tipped swab work well for cleaning.

Cespedes is an instructor at Rets Technical Training
Center.

replace SMDs and
flat packs with standard tools

Flatpack IC
with pins

Figure 1. Passing a heavy resistor or capac-
itor lead under the pins on one side of the IC
package will allow you to cut the leads with-
out damaging the PC board.

6. Instali the new tlat pack over the print
pattern and solder one pin only (Figure
5). Readjust the position of the flatpack
as necessary, assuring that all pins are in
line and in contact with the foil.

7. Apply solder to the ends of the pins
along one side of the flat pack. The sol-
der will flow between the pins and the
toil. Do this to each side of the flat pack.
If solder bridges occur, remove excess
solder with the soldering iron and desol-
dering braid. Inspect the repair under a
magnifier to assure that all pins are sol-
dered and no bridges exist.

**Note: It is iimportant to observe prop-
er electrostatic discharge damage pre-
ventive precautions while carrying out
this procedure!

Figure 2. With a hobby knife, use just enough
pressure to cut the pin between the heavy
resistor or capacitor lead and the package.

y
N

25 S

Figure 3. When all pins have been cut, lift the
leadless body of the flat pack off the board
leaving all leads still soldered to the board.

Figure 4. Using a soldering iron and desol-
dering braid, remove the leads from the board,
using a sweeping motion in the direction of the
foils.

Figure 5. Install the new flat pack over the
print pattern and solder one pin only.
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Figure 3. For larger components, some manufacturers make special
tips that can fit in two handles and be used together.

tems require unscrewing handles to change tips, while others
are just “plug and go.” Unscrewing handles is fine if you only
rework one or two components a day, but any more than that,
and you are wasting a lot of time and effort. “Plug and go0” sys-
tems are also invaluable if you plan to use the same system for
repair of surface mount and through-hole components.

5. Total operating cost. How many different jobs can the sys-
tem do? How much training is required? What are the calibra-
tion and repair costs? And, what are the warranties, return pro-
cedures, and such? Irons that are less expensive up-front may
have more expensive repair or service requirements dver time.
In addition, you have to consider the reliability o~ the tool.
Nothing is worse than having to spend your time fi>irg a sys-
tem you bought to tix things with.

6. Technical support. Does the manufacturer maintacn a toll-
tree tech support line? Is there training information available?
Are engineers ready to help solve your soldering aroblems?
Reputable manutacturers will have all these for you—and
they’ll even be glad to help you out with soldering prablems not
related to their systems

Try them

Probably the easiest way to find the best SMT rework solu-
tion for you is to simply try out what’s out there. Many of the
soldering product manutacturers are represented at tradz shows.
At these shows manufacturers are more than happy to let you
test out a system for yourself. Some manufacturers offer a free
evaluation period at your service center (you pay oily for the
tips you use), so be sure to ask. =

HIGH THROUGHPUT EVZN AT LOWER TEMPERATURES
NOBODY DOES IT BETTER THAN METCAL

SOLDERING*DESOLDERING*SMT REWORK

METAL 233 Joints)

PACE 176 Joints
WELLER 135 Joints

HAKKO 112 Joints
JOINTS SCLDERED PER HOUR AT 625°F

Only Metcal has Smart-eat, a revolutionary, patented
technology that senses the load and instantly adjusts
power to QUICKLY DELIYER THE RIGHT AMOUNT OF HEAT
PRECISELY where needed.

And with INNOVATIONS lil-e our multi-lead “hoof” soldering
tip, quick 1ip charges (with no screws), and paper solder
colleztion liners, MAINTAINING AND USING YOUR METCAL
SYSTEM IS EASY. Meical meets MILSPEC, is et
ESD-sale, and is 1SO-9000 compatible. K

Call Metcal at 800-776-1778 for info on
our FREE DEMO program, a lull CATALOG, and
the name of your lacal representative.

"J' =

METCAL® 1530 0'BRIEN OR*MENLO PARK CA 94025+FAX 415-325-5932
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... YOUR SEARCH FOR
HIGH QUALITY, LOW COST
SERVICE MANAGEMENT _

Features . . .

* Customized Lists, Sorts, Forms & Reports
* Part / Purchase Order Tracking & Control
* Automatic Retail Part Price Calculations
* Part Vendor Informational Data Base

* Warranty Claim Processing & Printing

* Technician Scheduling & Production
* Daily, Monthly & Yearly Accounting
* Inventory Management & Cantrol

* Customer Invoicing & Track:ng

* Synptom & Cure Case Histcries

® Over Counter "Quik-Sale”

* FREE Software Upgrades

* FREE Telephone Support vtz
* Detailed User Manual

and MUCH more !

The

Service Management Software

Call For FREE Demonstration Copy

RAM Software Enterpriscs
3434 Bren Lee Court
Indianapolis, IN 46227
800 323-9654
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Service problems related to RCA'’s
CTC145 and CTC146 chassis

By Homer L. Davidson

I the RCA CTC145 and CTC146 chas-
sis, the IF, SIF, chroma, vertical, hori-
zontal and luminance circuits are all con-
tained in a single 1C, UI00I. You might
think that this IC would be one of the most
frequent causes of problems in these sets.
If that’s what you thought, you’d be right.
Other than U1001, the vertical output
IC (U4501), microcomputer (U3100),
and analog interface unit (U3300) pro-
vide most of the functions in this chassis
(Figure 1). A few additional transistors
account for the balance of operations.
Just look at the main schematic. All of
the circuits you can see are operated by
U1001. The microcomputer IC (U3100)
provides keyboard, data in and out, resel,
clock enable, timing and oscillator oper-
ations. U3300 provides band spread tun-
ing, AFT, communications of data, clock,
enable, and reset, contrast, color and tint,
brightness, sharpness, volume, treble,
balance, bass menus, and infrared remote
receiver features. IC4501 amplifies the
weak vertical sweep signal and couples
directly to the vertical yoke winding.

Old faithful

Because horizontal output transistors
have to handle large amounts of power,
they are arguably the single largest cause
of failure in TV sets. When one of these
components fails, often one or more asso-
ciated components fails: the main and
secondary fuses are blown, the surge
resistor (2.7€2) is damaged, the chassis
shuts down. When you encounter a set in
which these components are damaged
(Figure 2), in addition toreplacing the line
operated components, the leaky horizon-
tal output transistor must be replaced.

In one set that had HOT problems, 1
replaced Q4402 with an exact replace-
ment component (177791). This transis-
tor has a damper diode inside the case. If
an exact replacement is not available, re-
place this HOT with an SK9422, ECG-
2302 or NTE2302 universal replacement.
This output transistor has a TO-48 mount-

Davidson is a TV servicing consultant for ES&T.

Figure 1. Most of the circuits in RCA’'s CTC145 and CTC146 chassis are in one large IC (U1001).

ing instead of the usual TO-43 socket.
Q4402 mounts vertically, with its termi-
nals soldered directly to the pc wiring.

[ plugged the set into a variable isola-
tion transformer, then slowly increased
the output voltage while monitoring the
160V source at F4102 (1A) fuse, hoping
that no damage had been done to the reg-
ulator, flyback, and horizontal circuits. |
monitored drive wavetform at pin 64 of
U1001 using an oscilloscope. As the line

Q4402
HORIZONTAL

voltage was increased, a square wave-
form began to shape up and then high
voltage came up. Replacing the horizon-
tal output transistor Q4402, fuses F4101,
F4102 and resistor R4101 (2.7Q) solved
the old faithful dead chassis (Figure 3).

Turn on followed by shutdown
A CTC146 would come on then shut
down. Since I had seen several of these
sets with this same symptom in which the

Figure 2. The TO-48 horizontal output transistor with a damper diode inside is mounted on a
long metal heat sink.
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Figure 3. A defective horizontal output transistor (14402) in the CTC145 and CTC146 chassis may be replaced with an SK9422, ECG2302, or

NTE2302 universal replacement.

solder joints at the horizontal driver trans-
former (T4401) terminals were the prob-
lem, I resoldered these joints. The resis-
tances of both primary and secondary
windings of this transformer were nor-
mal. But, the set remained inoperative.

I checked the horizontal output and dri-
vercircuits, but everything was fine there.
I thought that perhaps the horizontal de-
tlection IC was the cause of the shutdown.
The deflection IC supply voltage source
at pin 58 (6.8V) is derived from the sec-

ondary circuits of the flyback. I substitut-
ed a 7V bench power supply source for
this voltage at pin 58 of U1001. With this
substitute voltage at pin 58, the oscillo-
scope waveform at pin 64 was a normal
horizontal drive waveform.

I left the set to operate for an hour while
I thought about the problem. Upon reflec-
tion, it occurred to me that it might not be
caused by afaultinthe horizontal circuits.
This was one of those unfortunate situa-
tions in which experience sent the trou-

bleshooting procedure in the wrong direc-
tion. Most case histories do provide use-
ful information, however.

Since problems in the horizontal cir-
cuits and fow voltage sources cause most
shutdown problems, | checked the 160V
and 140V sources. These were quite nor-
mal, indicating that the voltage applied to
the driver transistor and horizontal output
circuits was as specified. When I mea-
sured the voltage at the scan derived 6.8V
source that feeds the detlection [C supply

R4118

—@» TO 18V SOURCE

CR4120 CR4118
a7
TO 12V SOURCE,
H 9V AND 5V SOURCES
[
|
18.5V 12.7v LEAKY l
R4117
R4427 il
1K Q4106
" p REGULATOR
2
R4115 I
1000
iy fd CR4405 |
FLY
yzﬁgk TO +12V
4” —” —~8» STANDBY
| CIRCUITS

L

CR4119
C4133 —
2204F 77

AR

e =Y

Figure 4. Low dc standby voltage was caused by a leaky fast-recovery diode, CR4118, in the 12V standby power supply.

November 1994  Electronic Servicing & Technology 13



Q3107
12V STANDBY

| 111
| S Gy oy REGULATOR
| PoWER > —AAA— VAN L] i 12V SOURCE
LINE et o'l +12v TO IR RECEIVERS
4300 4300
R3158 C3136
10KQ 47uF
120V
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T 105\7 CR3%05
/ =
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CIRCLED VOLTAGE
WERE MEASURED
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O

Figure 5. An open C3132 capacitor in the low voltage supply source caused a turn-on dead remote chassis.

terminal, it was OV. This was expected in
the absence of horizontal operation.

I decided to testall of the voltage source
regulator transistors and diodes in the
scan derived voltage sources. No regula-
tor transistors were found open or leaky
in these voltage sources. While checking
diodes and zener diodes in the low volt-
age source (6.8V). [ noticed that CR4118
exhibited some leakage (Figure 4). 1 des-
oldered one end of the diode from the PC
board and tested it again. CR4118 was, in
tact, leaky.

Diode CR4118 supplies voltage to the
12V. 9V and 5V sources. | had tracked
down the cause of the problem. Since |
did not have an exact manufacturer’s re-
placement for this diode in stock, | re-
placed this fast recovery diode with an
ECGI177 universal replacement.

Turn on/dead chassis

At times this CTC145 chassis would
start up when the on button of the remote
control transmitter was pressed. At other
times it would refuse to operate from the
transmitter. I checked the transmitter; it
operated another CTC145 chassis with-
out any problems.

When 1 substituted another remote
transmitter the set still would not turn on.
No doubt the +12V standby voltage
source was missing. The 160V and 140V
sources were fairly normal.

The voltage at the 12V standby regula-
tor Q3107 was low at 9.1V (Figure 5).

Both the 12V and 5V standby sources
were low. The chassis would surge when
turned on, but remained dead.

The schematic diagram indicated low
dc voltage applied to the collector termi-
nal of 12V standby regulator. To deter-
mine if the 12V line was overloaded, 1 dis-
connected the 12V source from the IR
receiver circuits. When 1 applied a 12V
external source to the IR receivercircuits,
the chassis operated.

[ tested regulator Q1307 for leakage
and open conditions, and the 6.8V and
5.8V zener diodes for leakage. These
components were found to be normal,
including the 5V regulator. Q3108.

I checked the ac line components. Di-
ode CR4111 tested normal, and R4118
and R4114 dc voltage resistors were with-
in specification. After going over the
standby circuits several times, 1 recalled
that open or dried up filter capacitors can
cause low dc voltages.

Since this chassis was fairly new, it had
not occurred to me initially to consider
the clectrolytic capacitors. 1 shunted
C3136,C3129,C3128 electrolytic capac-
tors with a 100uF capacitor. The prob-
lem persisted. When 1 shunted C3132
7uF, 100V), the standby 12V source
returned to normal.

Be careful when shunting electrolytic
capacitors. Make sure that the operating
voltage of the replacement capacitoris the
same as or higher than that of the sus-
pected capacitor. Moreover, clip the capa-
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citor into the circuit with power off, then
apply power. | tested C3132 after remov-
ing it from the circuit. It was open.

Picture only two inches high

The picture on the screen of this CTC-
146 set was dark at the top and bottom,
with only about two inches of picture at
the center of the screen. The cause was
evidently insufticient vertical sweep. The
oscilloscope waveform at terminal 54 of
the vertical deflection IC and amplifier in-
dicated about 1.5V, drive voltage.

Since the voltage was only down a frac-
tion of a volt, the drive signal was suffi-
cient, indicating problems in the vertical
output IC circuits (Figure 6). The vertical
output IC was located on the same heat
sink as the horizontal output transistor.

The supply voltage at pin 8 was fairly
normal at 22.2V. In fact, all voltages were
quite close to specifications. After shut-
ting down the chassis, I measured the re-
sistances at all pins of 1C U4501. Pins 1,
2, and 3 were shorted to ground. This was
in accordance with the schematic. I con-
cluded that the vertical output IC
(176853) was defective and replaced it
with a universal ECG1797, even though
voltage and resistance measurements did
not indicate that the IC was leaky.

When [ turned the set on with the re-
placement IC installed, therc was only a
white horizontal line on the screen. Was
the new replacement defective or did I re-
place it with the wrong part number?



Voltage measurements at the supply
and other terminals were quite high com-
pared with voltages listed on the schemat-
ic. When 1 touched terminal 3 with the
DMM probe. the raster popped in. The
raster coltapsed after 1 removed the test
probe from terminal 3.

Inspection with the magnifying glass
indicated abreak in the pc wiring between
terminat I and ground. No doubt the thin
pc wiring was damaged when | removed
the IC from the board. | corrected this
problem by soldering a piece of fine cop-
per wire across the break.

This experience suggests that it would
be a good practice after installing a new
IC to double check each pin with a low
ohmmeter test to determine it a crack in
wiring might have occurred during re-
placement of the IC. especially if the IC
was difficult to remove.

Vertical foldover
Almost one third of the raster was dou-
bled over in this 13-inch TV chassis. The
vertical size control had little effect in
unraveling the doubled up picture. Since
most foldover problems originate in the

Figure 6. A defective vertical output IC, U4501, reduced the raster height to two inches. This IC
is mounted alongside the horizontal output transistor on the heat sink.

output circuits. | measured voltages at
each terminal of U4501. These voltages
were normal. The supply voltage at pin 8
was a hittle over 24V (Figure 7).

The vertical deflection yoke resistance
was normal at 12Q. Vertical foldover is

trequently caused by defective electro-
lytic capacitors, or a change in resistance
of resistors in the feedback circuits, so |
proceeded to check them. The resistance
of 4505 was normal at 3€2. The resis-
tance of R4508 (22K€2) was lower when
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Figure 7. Aithough capacitor C4505 caused the vertical foldover problem in this case, check C4501, C4503, C4504, C4510 and C4511 as well

for poor vertical linearity and foldover problems.

tested in the circuit and higher when one
end was removed from the circuit. The
actual measurement wasclose at 21.9KQ.
Diodes CR4503 and CR4502 showed no
signs of leakage when [ measured them
out of circuit.

Next, I shunted each of the electrolyt-
ic capacitors in the vertical circuits with
aknown good capacitor. The results were
the same. Somehow | had missed the
component that was causing the foldover. l

When [ measured the resistance of each |
electrolytic capacitor, | found that C4505
(680uF) was leaky.

[ removed CR4505 from the pc board
and when T tested it out of circuit it
showed leakage. Perhaps [ should have
checked this capacitor first thing. since it
was in the return path of the vertical out-
put and yoke winding to ground.

Remember, clectrolytic capacitors
C4501, C4503. C4504, C4505, C4510,

and C4511 can cause poor linearity or
foldover problems in the vertical circuits.

Intermittent video
The picture on one set would fade out.
pop in and fade out again. I began my
troubleshooting of this unit by dividing
the video circuit into three sections and
monitoring each with the oscilloscope. To
determine if the input video amp was nor-

VIDEO TEST POINT 1
TP 2307
? c28
TO SOUND SIF 55,0.3 .
¥4
U1001
AN a9 VIDEO
Q2302
VIDEO AMP
R2318 53 |
VIDEO 1000 £
PIN 47 R2207 DL-270 R2711
IC U1001
L2306 czm1
104F
R2716 VIDEC TEST
CONTRAST POINT 2
R2712
R2320 4700
8200 INTERMITTENT
- & ‘
+18.5V  TO SYNC INPUT

Figure 8. Monitoring the video circuits at test point 1 and 2 uncovered an intermittent delay line (DL-2701).
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Figure 9. Now you see it, now you don't color picture resulted from a leaky C2810 (0.012uF)
bypass capacitor at pin 5 of U1001. This is a common problem.

mal after the sound take oft from U100
(IF/SIF) circuits, pin 47, 1 connected the
scope probe to test point TP2307. With a
strong local TV station tuned in, Q2302
signal was normal.

Next. I connected the scope probe o
pin 53 of U100t to monitor the video in-
put signal. To keep the probe tip on the
correct terminal, I soldered a short piece
of hookup wire to pin 53. Atter the chas-
sis had warmed up, the waveform became
intermittent, as did the picture on the TV
screen. [ traced the intermittent picture
back to a defective delay line DL2701
(Figure 8). I replaced DL2701 with the
original part number, 177795, which re-
stored the set to normal operation.

The flasher

The picture on one RCA CTC146 was
intermittent. Attimes the screen would go
into retrace lines at the top. Atother times
the picture was normal. From time to time
there was only one color in the raster.
Bright retrace lines may be caused by
problems in the vertical sweep, video or
picture tube circuits, or may be the result
of a defective CRT.

The easiest way to begin troubleshoot-
ing of this symptom was to lightly tap the
neck or end of the picture tube 1o deter-
mine it the gun assembly was defective.

I knew | was on the right track when the |

picture tlashed in and out.

At first I suspected the picture tube gun
assembly, but it tested normal in the CRT
tester while I tapped the end of the tube.
When | twisted and tapped the CRT sock-
et assembly board, the picture acted up.
After [ replaced the defective picture tube

socket with the original part number
(193105). the rlasher tlashed no more.

Now vou see red, now yvou don’t

I was observing the operation of a
CTC 145 on the bench. Sometimes the
picture color would spontaneously disap-
pear leaving a normal black and white
picture. The color would come and go. at
will. even though the set wasn tdisturbed.
[ suspected that the chroma section of
U1001 had become intermitient.

Since | had found capacitor C2810 to
be leaky in a number of CTC156 and
CTC 157 chassis. as well as other chassis,
[ started by measuring the voltage at pin
S of UI0O! (Figure 9). [ referred to my
notes on my experience with intermittent
color problems in other CTCI156 and
CTCI157 sets.

My notes reminded me that when the
voltage at pin 5 dropped to around 5V, the
color disappeared. The color operating
voltage of the CTCI57 was normal at
8.8V. In the CTC145 chassis the normal
voltage at pin 5 measured 5.3V and when
the color disappeared the voltage dropped
o 2V. Replacing the leaky 0.012pF ca-
pacitor solved another intermittent color
problem. Replace this capacitor with one
that has a 5 or 10 percent tolerance.

Conclusion

When the TV chassis begins to age,
many different service problems crop up.
Although the service problems in this arti-
cle are fairly straightforward, sometimes
you’tl run across a tough dog. By reter-
ring to case histories, and your own expe-
rience with other chassis. even the tough
TV service problems can be solved. B
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Troubleshooting VCR motor

problems

By Juergen Ewert

Two of the most important components
in a VCR are the capstan motor and head
drum motor. Picture and sound quality de-
pend on the accurate operation of these mo-
tors, which are controlled by servo circuits.

To troubleshoot motor related prob-
lems itis necessary to know the tunctions
of the connected servo circuits, since mo-
tor assemblies usually include some servo

Ewert is an independent consumet electronics servicing
technician,

components. Sometimes it is not casy to
determine if the motor is the cause of a
malfunction, or if the servo circuits are
faulty. However, it is a good idea to look
at the motors if there is a problem with
the tape speed or the drum rotation be-
cause the reliability of a motor is less than
that of microcontrollers or other clec-
tronic components.

The following is a review of capstan
and drum servo operation theory, a guide

to troubleshooting motor problems, and

three real-world examples. Figure |
shows the capstan and head drum servo
block diagram of a VHS-VCR and repre-
sents the components that are included in
the motor assemblies.

Capstan servo operation
The capstan motor is the key compo-
nent in a VCR’s tape transport mecha-
nism. Together with the servo system it is
responsible for the accurate forward
speed of the tape to insure that the video

HEAD DRUM CTL HEAD
PINCH ROLLER
L O ) 1are
_______ 1, SO — e Wy e =g CAPSTA
DRUM MOTOR : —| [ cAPSTAN MOTOR 1
| AssemBLY | | AssemBLY I
| DRUM | ] CAPSTAN CAPSTAN
| SPEED l SPEED PHASE
* LooP | Loop , LOOP
' FG- MOTOR pe. || | Fe motor | | CTL-
AMP DRIVER amp || || amp DRIVER | | AMP |—— REC
| || |
| FG- PG- || FG- | cTL
e Ay 4 sovay | | _Jeewa | SIGNAL
r‘_'— S aad Al E i i = = B T B B B o W B i B il b
|
DRUM DRUM CAPSTAN CAPSTAN
| SPEED f—jmel SUM Leg ] pHaASE SPEED 3 SUM | 1 PHASE
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Figure 1. VHS capstan and head drum servo block diagram.
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heads track correctly. and to play back the
audio signal at the right speed.

The cupstan motor and the pinch roller
pull the tape through the tape path of the
VCR. Capstan motor assemblies usually
inctude the motor driver, the frequency
generator (FG) and pulse generator (PG).
In many VCRs the frequency generator is
ameander-shaped trace on the printed cir-
cuit board of the motor assembly.

This meander-shaped trace 1s essen-
tally a small coil. and when a magnet in
the motor assembly passes overit. a pulse
1s induced in it. The frequency generator
monitors the motor’s rotation and sup-
plies a correction signal to control the mo-
tor speed through the capstan speed servo
and the motor driver (speed loop).

The VHS system uses a control track

[ to position the video heads correctly on

Figure 3. Use of a conductive pen and overcoat pen allowed me to
repair the broken meander trace.

Figure 2. This capstan motor board had a broken meander trace.

the video tracks in playback mode. In rec-
ord mode a CTL head writes the control
track on the lower edge of the tape. In
playback mode the CTL. head picks up the
control signal tfrom the tape. which is
compared in the capstan phase servo 10 a
30z reference signal. Any phase differ-
ence between these signals creates a cor-
rection signal to speed up or slow down
the capstan motor (phase loop).
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Figure 4. The broken trace on the capstan motor board.

The correction signals from the capstan
speed loop and from the phase loop are

added in a sum amp. The output signal of

the sum amp is used to control the cap-
stan motor driver which is usually locat-
ed on the motor board.

Head drum servo operation

A high relative speed, 5.8 meters per
second, between video heads and tape, is
necessary to record and play back the
video FM signal. To achieve this high rel-
ative spced, the drum motor rotates at
1800rpm. The drum motor assembly con-
tains the motor driver, the FG sensor and
the PG sensor. Many drum motors use
only one scnsor to create the FG signal
and the PG signal, then a special stage in
the servo circuits is used to split the sig-
nal into both (FG and PG).

The head drum servo operation is sim-
ilar to that of the capstan servo. Many
drum motors use a meander-shaped trace
on the motor board to generate the tre-
quency (FG-signal) for the speed servo.

To position the heads precisely at the
beginning of the video track there is a
pulse generator and a phase servo. The
pulse generator is also a part of the drum
motor assembly. Often a hall sensor is
used to generate these pulses.

The correction signals from the phase
loop and the speed loop are added in a
sum amp. The output signal of the sum
amp controls the drum motor driver on
the drum motor board.

Troubleshooting tape speed problems
The tape speed is determined by the

rotations per minute of the capstan motor.
It there is something wrong with the cap-
stan motor, or the capstan motor driver,
including the capstan servo circuits, you
may be able to see or hear the symptoms.
One symptom is that the audio sounds
strange: it may be 100 slow. or it may be
too high pitched, sounding like Mickey
Mouse. However, most VCRs are de-
signed to mute the audio when the servos
are not locked.

You may also observe the symptoms of

incorrect capstan motor speed in the
video. The picture may look as though it
1s being played back in tast forward mode
or is just not steady. If the capstan servo
doesn’t work at all, it is possible that the
capstan motor may run in playback mode
at fast-forward speed (unregulated).

If you encounter problems such as
these, you should look first at the pinch
roller to make sure it touches the capstan
so that the tape cannot slip. Tt is a good
1dea to clean the capstan and pinch roller
in any case, usually a lot of dirt collects
there. It everything is clean and the rub-
ber of the pinch roller looks all right but
the symptoms persist. you should always
suspect a mechanical problem before
looking at the servo circuits. The average
reliability of mechanical parts is far less
than that of electronic components.

It playback, fast forward and rewind
don’t work, then itis possible that the cap-
stan motor is dead. In this case it is a good
idea tocheck all the mechanical parts such
as gears, belts and rollers first. If there is
nothing wrong and the capstan motor
doesn’t turn, check the connections and
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Figure 5. The trace repaired with the conductive pen.

the voltages at the capstan motor board.

The trouble with capstan speed circuits
1s that they operate in a closed loop. This
means that the FG signal to control the
motor speed is created in a frequency gen-
erator (FG-Sensor) that is a part of the
capstan motor. Then the signal goes into
the servo circuit where the comparison
with the reference signal is made and the
state of the SYSCON determines if the
motor turns on or not. Troubleshooting
this partof the circuitisusually a challenge.

To check the phase loop, the first step
1s to make sure that the CTL signal is pre-
sent. Thissignal is compared ina PLL cir-
cuit in the servo control 1C with a 30Hz
reference signal. The servo control 1C
provides the signal to control the capstan
motor drive. [f there is no signal at the
CTL head, then the phase loop has noth-
ing to compare with, so the capstan motor
determines its own speed. Take the time
and use a signal tracer or an oscilloscope
1o check the signal at the CTL head.

The following example from my own
experience demonstrates that you can
sometimes find the trouble spot without
any measurements.

Tape speed too fast—bad
capstan motor

A Scars VCR model 580.53326090
produced a playback picture that was
broken into small horizontal portions and
there was no sound. When 1 looked at the
lape it was running too fast. First | suspect-
ed a shipping tape between pinch roller
and capstan, but the pressure of the pinch
roller was perfect. After I cleaned the pinch
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Figure 6. The solder mask repaired with the overcoat pen.

roller and capstan there was no change.

When | checked the functions there was
no visible difference in speed of the cap-
stan motor wheel going from tast forward
to play. The capstan motor was running
unregulated at full speed. To make sure
the CTL signal was not missing | checked
the signal at the CTL head. The CTL sig-
nal was present but the trequency was too
high because of the fast tape speed.

Next I took a closer look at the capstan
motor: | checked the connections to the
motor first, and everything looked fine.
Then I removed the rotor, and discovered
the real trouble spot.

The capstan motor on this VCR uses a
meander-shaped trace for the frequency
generator. Figure 2 shows the capstan mo-
tor board with the stator coils and the me-
ander trace. 1 discovered some scratches

Figure 7. Damaged traces or flexible board of the drum motor.

on the board. Perhaps someone worked
on the motor before and did a rough job;
or it could have been a piece of sand that
got between the rotor and the board and
scratched the trace. Under a magnitier |
discovered a scratch that cut the meander
trace. That caused the speed loop to go
out of control because the FG-signal was
| missing (Figure 2).

| The cure for this kind of problem is usu-

- - — —
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Figure 8. Drum motor schematic diagram.

ally a new motor, which s very expen-
sive. 1 found a cheaper solution in a dis-
tributor’s catalog: a conductive pen that
can be used to repair broken traces. |
chose a pen with a fine tip (Figure 3).

The pen contains a conductive stlver
polymer with high electrical conductivi-
ty. To use the pen | removed the solder
mask around the arca of the damaged
trace with fine sandpaper. It is important
to first shake the pen for 20 to 30 seconds.
It contains balls to assist the mixing pro-
cess. Itis a good idea to try the pen first
on a scrap board to practice.

To apply the right amount of polymer
to the board it is necessary to squeeze the
pen. The polymer dries in about five min-
utes but the maximum air-cured conduc-
tivity is reached after 30 to 45 minutes.
For maximum conductivity and adhesion
the manufacturer recommends to cure at
250F to 300F for five to ten minutes. |
cured the conductor by using a hair dryer.

To protect the repaired trace and the
other scratches. 1 used the overcoat pen
to repair the solder mask. The overcoat
pen contains a conformal coating mater-

1al. It is necessary to shake the overcoat
pen before use, and itis very important to
completely cure the conductor created
with the conductive pen before applying
the overcoat to the new conductor.

After this procedure (Figures 4. 5 and
6) I reassembled the motor and started the
VCR. It worked.

Troubleshooting drum
motor problems

The horizontal position of the lines and
pixels on the playback TV-picture are
determined by the exact position of the
video heads on the video track. If there is
a problem with the drum speed the pic-
ture shakes horizontally and sometimes
collapses altogether.

The SYSCON shuts down the VCR if
the drum speed is too far off or if the head
drum stops. If the head drum doesn’t start
turning at all when the VCR is in play
mode, it usually unloads the tape.

In drum motors the FG and the PG sen-
sors are integrated into the motor assem-
bly. This creates a problem in trouble-
shooting drum servo or drum motor prob-
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lems, because access to these sensors is
only possible if the rotor of the drum mo-
tor is removed—but that means the motor
will not be able to operate once you have
gained aceess to the FG and PG sensors.

It you have the schematic you can
check the voltages and signals at the mo-
tor connector first. The motor control sig-
nal at the input of the motor drive should
change if you try to stop the head drum
with your finger.

Without a schematic it sometimes pays
to poke and probe around and inspect
carefully while you’re doing it. Just re-
move the rotor and look for obvious dam-
age before you order the service manual,
as I did in the following examples.

A drum motor problem
A Mitsubishi HS-348UR VCR didn’t
play back but fast forward and rewind
worked fine. The VCR loaded the tape
completely but the drum motor didn’t

. start spinning. After a second, itunloaded

the tape. With the tape unloaded and the
VCR in stop position | tried to turn the
head drum by hand to find out if the drum



motor was stuck. It wrned easily and 1
couldn’t feel any mechanical resistance.
Then Istarted playback again and when
the tape was loaded Tried to turn the head
drum again. This time it was not casy (o
turn the drum. There was the magnetic
field in the motor trying to hold the drum
in place. T applied a little more force to
the drum and it started spinning but the
picture was veryv fuzzy because the head
drum didn’t rotate at the right speed.

To see where the problem was |
checked the motor connections and didn’t
encounter d problem. Now ook the rotor
oft and found the problem. There was u
flexible circuit board glued to the metal
hase of the motor that contained the me-
ander trace for the frequency generator.
Somehow the material of the flexible
board popped up and the rotor worked
like a grinder as it spun and damaged the
traces (Figure 7).

To fix the problem | had to replace the
whole motor because the manufacturer
doesn’t sell the flexible board as a re-
placement part. With the new motor the
VCR was back in perfect working condi-
tion. The nextexample shows that itisn’t
always this easy to fix a motor problem.

Another drum motor problem

An Akai VCR, model number VS-
565U, played back only for five minutes
(sometimes for halt an hour), before the
picture started shaking horizontally, Ater
a while the picture got very fuzzy and
finally the head drum slowed down and
stopped. | checked the drum motor con-
nections and didn’t find anything wrong.
There was no visible problem.

The schematic of the motor in Figure 8
shows the connections to the ditferent sig-
nals of the servo circuit.

First | checked the supply voltages SV
and 16V, whichwere tine. When the VCR
was i playback mode F'watched the DM
CTL signal with an oscilloscope. The
voltage was 2.7V. which was the value
given in the schematic. When [ tried 1o
slow down the motor with my flinger. the
DM CTL voltage increased and the motor
tried 1o keep up the speed. That showed
me that the speed control worked. Then |
disconnected the DM CTL signal and re-
placed it with a voltage froman adjustable
power supply. The motor speed respond-
ed when | changed the DM CTL voltage
from 1.5V 104V;sothe motor worked fine.

I connected my oscilloscope again, start-

new board
heat sink on
the motor driver IC

\ 27

old board
motor driver IC

Figure S. The old and new drum motor board of the VS-565U

ed the play mode and waited tor things to
happen. When after about five minutes the
picture started 1o shake, the DM CTL volt-
age started shaking at the same frequency.
When the drum finally slowed down the
DM CTL voltage increased. The servo
obviously tried to increase the motor
speed, and [ noticed that the integrated cir-
cuit with the motor driver (IC 1. TA7245F
in Figure 8) got very hot: it smelled and 1
burned my finger when [ touched it.

I replaced the DM CTL signal again
with the voltage of the power supply.
There was no response of the motor speed

when I altered the DM CTL voltage.

[ ordered a new board for the drum mo-
tor. The manutacturer probably knew
about this overheating problem because
the new drum motor board had a big heat
sink on the motor driver IC (Figure 9).
With the new board the VCR worked again.

These examples show that some VCR
motor problems are not 100 hard to trou-
bleshoot if you know the basics of servo
operation and where to look for problems.
Perhaps this article will help when you
| have 1o deal with your next drum or tape
| speed problem. u

WANTED: Experienced Technicians

To Try Our Truly Portable, All in the
Handle,
ESD Safe with Built-in Diaphragm
Pump,\ariable Temperature Control,

DEN-ON $C7000

with Superior Suction and Efficiency,

Quick Replacement Filter

Desoldering Tool for a 15-day FREE TRIAL

If not completely satisfied we will cend UPS to pick it up at no charge to you

PuscFase in Advance & Reseive a Desolcering aip of your choice, FREE (A $32.00 Value)

OWARD «

ELECTRONIC
ML NSTRUMENTS ' =

Electronic Association Members Ask for Your 10% DISCOUNT
ORDER NOW for FREE FREIGHT
Nc COD Charges, No TAX (Outside of Kansas); Visa, M/C, Discover, A/E, or COD
SMD Kit available for Hot Air Removal

<=nToll Free 1-800-394-1984

Phone 316-744-1984 Fax 316-744-1994
6222 N. Oliver, Wichita, KS 67220

Cilrcle (44) on Reply Card

November 1994  Electronic Servicing & Technology 23



Computer power supplies—Part 2

By David Presnell

Part one of this two-part article looked
at the theory of operation of computer
power supplies. This segment will pre-
sent some common diagnostic proce-
dures and cost effective component level
repairs you can make without schemat-
ics. 1t will be difficult, if not impossible.
to find service information for most of the
forcign power supplies you service.

Determining if the power supply
is the problem
When a computer power supply fails,
itusually manifests itself in the formof a
dead computer. When you encounter a

Presnell is owner of an independent computer servicing
business and a freelance wehnical writer.

dead computer, check the power cord and
surge suppressor. If poweris getting to the
supply, then check the supply tor proper
output voltages (usually listed on top of
the supply). Also, note if the fan is run-
ning. If any of the output voltages are
missing (with computer on and supply
plugged into all boards/modules), or if the
fan is not running, then you have found
the problem. You may also note that one
of the fuses mounted on the power sup-
ply case is blown.

Removing the power supply
Once you have determined that the
power supply is the source of the prob-
lem. unplug the computer and all internal
power supply conncections, and caretully

remove the power supply from the case.
Make note of how the P8 and P9 mother-
board connectors mount. The black ground
wires are always side by side when
mounted on the motherboard. Usually,
there are four screws holding the supply
at the rear of the computer.

Next, locate the screws holding the
two-part power-supply case together.
Most supplies have cight screws. Remove
these screws, and carefully separate the
supply case. You may also need to remove
the four fan mounting screws on some
supplics. Note the location of the fan be-
fore you remove it. Most supplies use a
fan to draw air into the supply case.

Now plug a dummy load into one of the
four-pin female connectors from the red

'_

8

+V
: SECONDARY
:LINE FILTER

0

¥ D5 R3 C8
: POWER D
i SUPPLY i - % Dei . - ‘:E:}-);&
: INPUT : |CIRCUITS
SECTION @ -
: : SECONDARY
SWITCHING DRIVER —
a8 TYPICAL
™ e an S COMPUTER
Drliver § ; (:O'KT')l(‘.Ircuufgan = 5y POWER
Red SUPPLY
-Sv (MMOR
SECONDARY T wwhite COMPONENTS)
SUPPLY

Figure 1. If there is a short circuit in the power supply, check the resistance of the thermistor (marked NTC in the drawing). It should have a read-

ing of less than 1002 but not zero. The thermistor | tested for this article gave a reading of 8.2Q.
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+5V line to the black ground line on the
connector. A 100Q 1 W resistor with male
connectors soldered to each lead works
well for this. If you leave the supply on
for long periods, this resistor will become
very hot—so be careful.

Testing the supply

Once you are inside the supply and
have a dummy load installed, test the con-
tinuity of the fuse (usually soldered to the
PC board) with a meter. Don’t just look
at it; check it with a meter.

If the fuse (usually SA.220V)is blown,
you can try another fuse. A blown fuse
may be the only problem. If this one
blows, then you probably have a short in
the input section of the supply.

I use what I call a short lamp in such
cases to save on fuses. You can make one
by obtaining or making a three or four foot
three-wire extension cord and wiring a
120V lamp socket in series on one line of
the cord about center between the two
plugs. You can start with a 60W bulb.

Start by replacing the blown fuse. Plug
the power supply into the extension cord.
Plug the extension cord into an isolation
transformer. Switch on the supply and see
if the bulb lights. If it does you have a
short on the input side of the supply.

If the fuse blows, try a higher wattage
bulb in the short lamp. The operation of
the short lamp is simple. Since the bulb
is wired in series on one wire of the exten-
sion cord. a short in the supply closes the
line side to the common or ground side
and causes the bulb to light. The current
into the supply is limited by the resistance
of the bulb, so it doesn’treacha value high
enough to cause the fuse to blow. Many
of you may already have a short lamp on
your service bench.

Locating a shorted input

Once you have determined that there is
a short circuit in the power supply, re-
move power to the supply. Remove the
screws (usually four) holding the PC-
board to the case. Locate the ac lines com-
ing into the board. Locate the NTC (neg-
ative temperature coefficient) thermistor
coming off one leg of the ac line.

Pertorm an in-line resistance test of the
thermistor. At room temperature, the ther-
mistor should have a reading of less than
100€2, but not zero. The thermistor that |
tested for this article gave a reading of
8.2Q (Figure 1).

Next, check the continuity of each coil
of L1, a small inductor close to the fuse
and thermistor. It has two coils and four
leads. Each coil should show continuity
through the coil, but the coils should be
electrically isolated from eachother.

Next, hook the meter’s negative lead to
the PC-board input ground (usually the
mounting hole close to the fuse). Check
capacitors close to this ground. Only one
lead (possibly none) should be shorted to
this ground.

If all components are showing a short
to ground. then locate the rectifier. This
may consist of four input rectifier diodes
or a four-pin bridge rectifier chip. De-
solder and lift up the input side of the
diodes one at a time (or remove the bridge
rectifier), and recheck for short with the
short lamp.

It the short is gone, you have located
the problem. Replace the four input rec-
tifier diodes or the bridge rectifier. If this
does not resolve the short, then desolder
one at a time, the large 200V, 220pF input
capacitors (usually two) and see if the
short remains. If this removes the short,
replace both capacitors at the same time.

Check the two large resistors (R and
R2 on Figure 1) in the same way. If you
still have not located the short, check the
few other remaining capacitors and resis-
tors on the input section in the same way.

If after this, the short still remains, you
probably will do well to replace the sup-
ply. The cost of further isolation of an in-
put short will not be cost effective. The
above procedures. however, will have
fixed a short most of the time.

When the fuse is good

If you find that the fuse is good when
you go inside the supply, then make sure
that the dummy load is installed as
described carlier. Also make sure that the
PC-board is mounted into the case and the
green ground wire is firmly attached to
the wall of the supply case. Check all of
the internal wires and make sure none
have come loose or burned in two.

Always use your senses while check-
ing the power supply. Look for burned or
damaged parts. Listen for burming and
cracking sounds. Feel suspect parts to see
if they’re overheating and causing the
switching supply to shut down. Set your
DMM to read 300Vac. Connect the black
negative lead of your DMM to the metal
power supply case. Apply power to the

A:

10.1 v ac
11.5v dc

Figure 2. Waveforms can reveal a lot about
the health of the circuit. The waveform at the
rectifier diode heat sink should look like wave-
form A. The waveform at the emitter lead of
the power amplifier (usually the equivalent of
an NTE379) should look like waveform B.

supply and carefully probe (with the red
positive lead of your DMM) the 120Vac
line coming from the ac plug on the side
of the case. Follow this line through the
switch and to the board to be sure that
power is reaching the PC-board.

Carefully probe each lead of diodes D1
to D4 (Figure 1), or bridge rectifier leads
to be sure you have 120Vac at these
points. If not, then look for an open resis-
tor, capacitor. thermistor. L1, or possibly
a burned trace on the circuit board.

If all is well at this point. check for
proper voltages at the power supply out-
put connectors if you have not done so
already. If no voltage is present on one or
all connectors, disconnect power and
check for open windings at the leads of
T1, the larger transtormer, and T2, the
smatler transformer, (Figure 1), or a short
between input and output sides of each
transformer. If either transformer is faulty
replace the supply.

If the transformers seem to be sound.
locate any 78xx or 79xx voltage regula-
tor chips (Figure 1 has a 7905, -5V regu-
lator) usually mounted on an upright heat
sink. Remove them from the circuit and
test as follows. With a DMM set for diode
check, test E to C, then reverse leads and
check C to E. Then test B to E both ways,
ther B to C both ways.

The E to C test should show open both
ways. The B to E test should show open
only one way and a reading of around
0.500 to 0.800 the other way. The B to C
test should show a reading of (.500 to
0.800 one way and open the other way. In
many cases, you can determine the pin
fayout by looking on the PC-board or
looking the chip up in a semiconductor
replacement guide.
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At this point, you may wish to replace
the supply if you have not yet found the

problem. But for those of you who have l

the time and a good oscilloscope. you can
dig a little deeper.

Diagnosing the switching circuit

Connect your oscilloscope common
lead to one of the de output ground leads.
With the scope set for 0.2mV/div and
0.1 ms/div. connect the probe to dc out-
puts +5V and +12V, and check for an ac
ripple. You should not see any ripple with
the scope at these settings.

If you observe ac ripple here, check the
two large rectifier diodes (usually stand-
ing upright on a large heat sink) where
they are soldered to the heat sink. You
should observe a waveform similarto that
shown in Figure 2. Wavetorm A. This
point should also show around 10Vac and
11.5Vdc voliages. H either is significant-
ly different from these values. remove the
diodes and test them with your DMM (D3
and D6 on Figure [).

Next locate and check the TO220 NPN
power amp (usually the equivalent of an
NTE 379) located on a large heat sink
mounted either by itself or close 1o other
larger three-pin chips. On this one. the
NTE 379. the lead on the ieft side of the
transistor (when you’re looking at the side
where the printing is) is the base. the mid-
dle lead is the collector, and the right lead
is the emitter.

With power oft. connect the oscillo-
scope probe to the right facing lead (emit-
ter). Make sure that this probe is not
touching any other leads. If it is. you will
burn out the NTE 379. With the scope set
to 5V/div and Sus/div. apply power. Care-
tully adjust the trigger and you should see
something similar to waveform B in Fig-
ure 2 at a frequency of around 27.9KHz.

Turn the power oft to the supply, hook
your probe to the middle lead (collector),
and set your scope to SV/div and 2ms/div,
then turn the power on again. You should
see dc superimposed on a good ac sine
wave. My scope indicated 121.1Vac and
165.9Vdc at this point. Next, hook the
probe to the left facing lead (base). With
the oscilloscope set as above. you should
see a good ac sine wave. If the waveform
or frequency is off, then desolder the NTE
379 power amp and test it as outlined
above for the voltage regulator.

Locate the LM339N IC linear voliage
comparator (equivalent to NTE 834)
found on most power supply PC boards.
Relfer to a pinout chart in a semiconduc-
tor replacement guide of 1C’s mounted on
the PC board. First, check for ashort from
pin 3 (V+) to pin 12 (gnd). Power up the
supply and check for +5Vdc at pin 3 (V+),
and pins 9, 14, 15.

Pins5,6,7,8.10, 11, 12.and 13 should
show up to 3Vdcand upto 1.5Vacor less.
If the chip seems suspect, then ury a re-
placement. It this does not tix the prob-
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lem. then carefully check the traces com-
ing to the pins for faulty readings asso-
ciated with other parts.

You will usually have an IC that is
equivalent to the NTE1729 chip on the
PC board as well. This IC is a pulse width
modulator control circuit. It and its relat-
ed components replace the older style
control module often mounted on a sep-
arate PC board and encased in epoxy.
Refer to an IC pinout in a semiconductor
replacement guide.

Check pin 13 (V) for 25.2Vdc and
OVac. Also, with power ott. check pin 7
(gnd) and pin 13 (V_) 1o see if there is a
short. Check pin 5 for a good sawtooth
waveform with the oscilloscope set at
S0mV/div and 20us/div. By referring to
a semiconductor replacement guide you
can also check other pins on the chip for
proper operation.

Summary

Most computer service manuals will
give you hundreds of pages of theory and
only a page or two of technique. With
computer power supplies. you will find
much information on how they work: but
when it comes to servicing them, you will
read something along the fines of, “If the
supply does not have a +5Vdc output then
replace the supply.” Why teach the theo-
ry of how the supply operates only to fin-
ish by telling the reader to replace it when
it breaks?

Cost of repair is certainly something to
consider when a new supply can often be
purchased for less than a hundred dollars,
but I've opened the case on many power
supplies to find that the only problem is
a couple of burned out input rectifier di-
odes and a fuse.

Repair time in a case like this is about
10 minutes, and the cost of parts is less
than $2.00. Replacing this supply would
have cost the customer about $175.00 or
more at many service centers, and would
have taken only a little less time than re-
pair. Repairing it would have cost the cus-
tomer your minimum bench fee plus
parts: (around $85.00). Now which would
have given you a higher profit margin?

Power supply servicing can be very re-
warding at the bottom line, and in reduc-
ing the cost to your customer: something
you must keep in mind, because custom-
ers can always say “no’ if they feel that
the cost of servicing is excessive. a



A pair of improvised adapters

By Roger D. Redden

It you own a TV test jig but often can’t
use it to help repair a TV because you
don’t have the correct adapter, the ideas
presented here may be useful, particular-
ty if your jig 1s a Sylvania CK300.

[f you don’t own a jig. some of the ad-

vantages and disadvantages of using one, |
which are listed below, might help you |

decide if a used one would be worthwhile.
[ searched a number of catalogs without
finding any new jigs listed for sale. They
may. however, become available again.
Although jigs are fairly reliable, they
can have problems. During the time that
I’ve owned my jig, I’ve replaced the CRT
(arcing). the HV divider network (focus
blurred), and made repairs to the cables

and adapters. The possibility of needed |

repairs, compounded by the fact that parts
to make repairs may not be available, is
something you should keep in mind if you
decide to purchase a used jig.

What’s in a jig?

For those not familiar with these jigs.
they basically consist of a substitute CRT,
yoke and speaker. An autotransformer
that can be interconnected in difterent
ways alters. or programs, the jig's yoke
impedance to match the impedance need-
ed by the chassis under test. A high-volt-
age meter mounted on the front of the jig
indicates the amount ot high voltage pro-
duced by the chassis. and an internal volt-
age divider provides focus voltage for the
jigif the focus voltage from the chassis is
too low or too high for the jig’s CRT. Ex-
tension cables from the jig allow the chas-
sis being worked on to operate about three
feet from the jig. and adapters connect
these cables to different chassis.

Advantages and disadvantages of
using a test jig

A test jig allows one person to bring the
chassis of aconsole set to the service cen-
ter for service and, as a side benefit,
avoids the possibitity of damaging the
set’s cabinet during transport. On the neg-
ative side, a technician may spend up to
an hour or more removing and re-instal-
ling achassis if iU’s difficult to gain access

Redden is owner and operator of a consumer electronics
service center.

to the tuner, control panel, remote receiv-
er, LDR. and various connectors. In addi-
tion, if there is a problem in the CRT, yoke
or speaker left in the cabinet at the cus-
tomer’s home, an extra trip may be re-
quired to complete the repair.

Once the chassis is in the service cen-
ter, the next advantage of a jig is evident.
1’s much easier to work on a chassis that
sits on a hench: you don’t have to bend
down. the chassis can be positioned for
easy access to the circuit boards, and the
fight is normally better.

Two minor drawbacks accompany
these advantages. There is often a slight
blurring of the video caused by the CRT
extension cable. and on some chassis
there 1s distortion of the raster’s height or
width because the yoke in the jig is not
perfectly matched to the detlection cir-
cuits of the chassis. If there is a defect in
the chassis in either of these areas, find-
ing 1t may be more difficult when the
chassis is operated on the jig.

A final, but marginal, advantage ot the
Jig is that it may occasionally be usetul
when servicing a portable set if the cabi-
net of the set prevents reasonable access
to the chassis and short leads from the
yoke or CRT prevent moving the chassis
to a4 more convenient position. But fortu-
nately, the chassis of most modern porta-
bles are fairly accessible, and time would
be wasted hooking them to the jig.

Two persistent disadvantages of the jig
are the setup and the adapter problems
The information in the setup book, which
shows the programmer plugs and adap-
ters to use with each chassts, is often one
to three years behind the fatest chassis on

the market. And even with a shelf full of

adapters, the ones needed for this partic-
ular set may never have been purchased,
or may not be available.

Help for the missing-adapter problem

If a test jig is used often with a partic-
ular chassis, there is no question that the
exact adapters save time, irritation and
errors. But for those one-time or rare oc-
casions when a chassis needs to be con-
nected to the jig, universal adapters, such
as the ones described here, often can do
the job.

The adapters described are for the Syl-
vania CK3000 testjig. the one with which
I am most familiar, but the principles
probably can be adapted to other jigs.

Figure | shows a simplified schematic
diagramot'the yoke. autotransformer, and
yoke extension cable in the CK3000 jig,
re-drawn from the schematics in the in-
struction manual. Only one of the possi-
ble ways of connecting (programming)
the autotranstormer is shown. Missing
yoke programmer plugs can be made us-
ing octal plugs from the yokes of older
discarded TV sets. wired as shown in the
CK3000 manual.

The point to note on the schematic of
Figure | is that regardless of how the yoke
1s programmed, the connections to the
horizontal yoke in the jig are always to
pins 4 and 6 of yoke extension cable
B207. I suspect that the horizontal yokes
of othertypes of jigs alsoconnect to anon-
varying set of pins on the yoke extension
cable, but I have no other types of jigs
available to verify that.

The yoke programmer plugs control the
impedance of the horizontal yoke in the

Jig; the adapter, added to the extension ca-

ble. determines which pins of the exten-
sion cable, and thus the jig’s yoke. get
connected to which pins on the chassis’
yoke connector (plug or socket).

By using an adapter with a set of feads
that can be soldered or clipped to the yoke
connection points of the chussis (usuaily
the circuit board toil under the yoke plug
or jack). the jig can be connected to a wide
variety of deflection circuits. Figure 2A
1s a drawing of un octal tube socket wired
as a universal adapter for use with the
B207 extension cable of the CK3000. The

jumper between pins 7 and 8 connects the

verticat yoke coils of the jig in series. The
leads from the other lugs of the socket,
which should be fabeled as horizontal and
vertical, go to the chassis, using the sche-

matic of the TV to determine the connec-
tion points.

Coping with toroid yokes
The use of toroid yokes in TV sets add-
ed another complication to matching
yoke impedances. The inductances of the
vertical coils of these yokes are drasti-
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Figure 1. This schematic shows the yoke interconnections for the CK3000 using one programmer plug. The horizontal yoke connections are

always to pins 4 and 6 of B207 or (not shown) pins 4 and 6 of V508 after it connects through B208.

cally different from those of other yokes,
requiring that another autotransformer be
added to match the impedances of the
Jig’s vertical coils to the chassis. Figure 3
1s my reverse engineered schematic of the
V508 autotransformer for use with the
CK3000. The horizontal coils of the yoke

through on pins 4 and 6.
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are not shown since they are unchanged |
by V508. which simply connects them

Depending on which end of autotrans-
former V508 is turned toward the TV
chassis, the total vertical inductance of
the jig becomes 1.2/1.9mH or 65mH. Fig-

| end toward the chassis.

Note that when the 65mH end is toward
the chassis, pin | of V508 connects to pin
8 and pin 2 connects to pin 7. Pins | and
2 are the jig's vertical yoke input. But the

Continued on page 41

ure 3A shows the 1.2/1.9mH end toward
the chassis, while 3B shows the 65mH
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Figure 2. This drawing shows the wiring of universal sockets U1 and U2. Figure 2A is the
universal yoke adapter, U1, for use with B207. Figure 2B is the universal yoke adapter for use

with V508.

universal adapter shown in Figure 2A
(Ul) had pins 7 and 8 jumpered together.
If that adapter is used here, there will be
a short across the vertical output of the
TV chassis, almost guaranteed to produce
a small disaster.

To prevent such a disaster, we need a
second universal (semi-universal?) adap-
ter. Such an adapter is shown in Figure
2B. As you can see, it is identical to the
adapter of Figure 2A, except that the
jumper between pins 7 and 8 is omitted.
While a single adapter could be made
having a jumper between pins 7 and 8 that
could be connected or disconnected, the
odds of the technician eventually forget-
ting to disconnect the jumper while using
V508 seem high.

By using two adapters and labeling the
one shown in 2A *“Ul, use with B207”
and the one shown in 2B “U2, use with
V508, there is less chance of an error. To

N/ spa

The national
Satellite Dealers Association

Join Us

The ProShow
Sunday Evenings 9-11 EST
Galaxy 3, Channel 17, 5.8 audio

further help avoid carelessly interchang-
ing adapters, 1 normally leave U2 con-
nected to V508 all of the time since | have
no other adapters for use with V508. (Ex-
tension cable B207 ends in a plug. When
using V508, B207 is replaced with B208,
which ends in a socket which will accept
either end of V508).

Regional Tech Seminars
Electronics Technology School,
Satellite/Antenna/MATV, and

Business Management Schools

CSI Certification

Certified Satellite Installer. Join those
making a profession of the Satellite
business. Call 317 653 4301 tfor nearest
test site.

Tek-Tips
Members receive service tips, saving
troubleshooting time and worry.

Miscellaneous hookup notes

Some chassis require a B+ jumper, or
interlock, between certain pins of the
yoke plug. A few older chassis need a re-
sistor or capacitor added to the vertical
yoke circuit to work properly. A close
look at the yoke circuit on the schematic
should show you if additional connec-
tions are needed.

Since yoke plug and socket numbering
can be confusing, it helps to note on the
chassis plug or socket where a B+ jumper
connects to before removing the match-

For Free Information Call:

317-653 4301
602 N Jackson
Greencastle, In 46135

November 1994  Eiectronic Servicing & Technology 41



A
L aae 11 N
——— LOCATED IN JIG 11 EXTENSION CABLE 1t V508 I
DEFLECTION
ADAPTERS
OR U2
UNIVERSAL
OCTAL ADAPTER
PINS OF JACKS SOCKET
MOLEX OF MOLEX {B208)
PLUG ON SOCKET
JIG 1.2MH
65MH 1.9MH
END END
-1 {J O= 4 —{]
12 8 2
(PINS 1 &2
= 1.9MH)
o — O +—

VERTICAL 9 2 (PINS 1 &3
YOKE = 1.2MH)
coiLs

OO —0 —
1 1 3
NC ON U2,
JUMPER > USE CLIP
INTERNAL LEAD ON
O— Tovs08 CHASSIS
g R IF NEEDED
10 7 8
1.2MH
1.9MH
END 65 MH END
JUMPER INTERNAL
{1 [— -0 O TO V508
12 8
1
d (PINS 1 &2
O A e = 65MH TO
¥ B CHASSIS)

VERTICAL 9 2 L1
YOKE
COILS ’

A JUMPER
00 —0 0 * FROM PINS
n 1 . 77108
WOULD SHORT
VERTICAL
CIRCUITS
Bl 10
10 7 .
NC O =
3
]

Figure 3. These schematic diagrams show how the connections to V508, an autotransformer used to match the impedance of toroid yokes,
change when V508 is reversed. Figure 3A shows the connections of V508 with the low-inductance end toward the chassis. Figure 3B shows the
connections of V508 with the high-inductance end toward the chassis.

ing yoke connector. It also helps to note
where each color of yoke lead connects.
Usually, the horizontal yoke leads are
blue and red, while the vertical leads are
black, green or yellow. Knowing which
color of lead connects to which pin or juck

on the chassis can help you double check
the plug or socket numbering. On round
plugs and sockets, count clockwise from
the wiring end of a socket or the pin end
of a plug.

If, after you do a final check of the jig
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connections and power up the set, the pic-
ture on the jig is backward, reverse the
connections of the horizontal leads from
the universal adapter to the chassis. If the
picture is upside down, reverse the con-
nections of the vertical leads.




When the chassis setup is not shown

Suppose now that not only is the yoke
adapter not available, but the setup man-
ual does not list the chassis. Which yoke
programmer plug should be used to match
the impedance of the chassis? 1t the set’s
yoke is available, the horizontal and ver-
tical inductances of the yoke can be mea-
sured at the disconnected yoke plug or
socket with an inductance checker and
then a programmer plug chosen that gives
a value very close to the ones measured.
The inductances provided by the difter-
ent yoke programmers are listed in the
CK3000's manual.

Hooking up the CRT

If you are desperate, auniversal adapter
for the CRT can also be used: at least
sometimes. A 90-degree CRT socket with
12 leads (14 jacks, 2 unused), tuken from
an older discarded TV, can be connected
to the CRT extension adapter (B230) of
the CK3000. The leads of the socket can
then be soldered to the set’s CRT circuit
board or to the board to which the leads
of the CRT socket attach when there is no
CRT circuit board.

The CK3000's manual shows which
pins of CRT extension adapter B230 are
grids, cathodes, etc. Label the leads from
the corresponding jacks on the 90-degree
CRT socket (filament, red K, red GI,
green K, etc.). When the chassis being
tested has only one G 1 (control grid) lead,
the three G1 leads of the universal CRT
adapter should be soldered to that G| con-
nector on the chassis™ CRT board. Simi-
larly, it there is only one G2 (screen) con-
nection on the chassis’ CRT board, all
three G2 leads of the adapter are soldered
to their corresponding points on the chas-
sis’ CRT board.

But the focus connection can be a prob-
lem. While the internal focus tap of the
Jig can be used to focus the jig, the chas-
sis’ CRT socket still has SkV to 7kV on
its focus jack. This voltage tends to arc
oft the focus jack into the air or to any
other jack that is near. If the socket jack
opening is small and well separated from
the other jacks, it may not arc, or one or
two layers of black tape over the opening
may contain the arc. If the socket uses the
bare arched spring connectors that are
compressed against the CRT pins when
installted, stopping the arc is probably
hopeless, short perhaps of covering the
pin withsilicone, letting it dry, then scrap-

ing it off after the repairs are made. But
that seems like taking improvisation a
step too far.

A source of items for Sylvania jigs
The following is one source of items
for Sylvania jigs.

Custom Components Corporation
W224 S8445 Industrial Drive
Big Bend W1 53103

414-662-5266
Fax: 414-662-3781

This company sells adapters, repair
parts and supplementary setup manuals
(the latest is 1991) for Sylvania CK3000
Jig. Further, I was told that they expect to
have new jigs for sale in the near future
that will work with big-screen TVs. This
should renew interest in jigs, at least
among servicers of these mammoth sets.

-~
\

\4 (0
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——Video Corner

TV Classics

By John Hanson

A television set that was donated to a local museum didn’t work.
This was no surprise. Instead of spending money to have the set
serviced, the donor opted for a tax receipt. The museum admin-

John Hanson is an independent servicing technician and a retired service engineer from a

istration asked me if I could restore the set to working condi-
tion. After my obligatory tour of the museum, I was shown the
TV, which I recognized as a Sony KV1722.

Introduced in 1973, this model is a classic in both design and
performance. Following RCA's 1970 Model EP506, the first in

major consumer electronics manufacturer. : ] A
the XL 100 line, the set featured a 110-degree CRT with a slim-
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Figure 1. Understanding the theory of opera- Q102
tion of the television vertical deflection circuit
can help in troubleshooting when the neces-
sary service literatue is not available. MAX ! MAX
BOTTOM
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line cabinet profile. RCA refined the modular board concept
pioneered by Motorola’s Quasar Line, by incorporating 11 cus-
tomer affordable modules.

RCA marketing strategy had the module service caddies at
the distributors in time for the product introduction. A Red Book
service guide was included in order to direct the service tech-
nicians to the problem module.

In the KV 1722, Sony introduced a new pulse-width chopper
power supply. Variations of this design would go on to become
the world standard for consumer TV design. The 110-degree
deflection featured in both the Sony and the RCA required more
yoke power than did standard sets. At the time when these sets
were introduced, bipolar transistors used for horizontal deflec-
tion applications were expensive and unreliable. Consequently,
both RCA and Sony chose SCR switching devices instead of
transistors.

The RCA set used two SCRs. separating the trace and retrace
functions with a tricky timing circuit. Sony opted for a single
GCS (gate-controlled switch) originaltly developed as an indus-
trial switch. Both circuit applications were efficient, providing
the yoke with more than ample current, consistent with good
high-voltage regulation, thus assuring excellent CRT focus.

Sony’s GCS operated in a manner that was the reverse of con-
ventional theory. At turn-on, the device conducted, and was
essentially a short circuit across the power supply. A criticatly

shaped and timed pulse from the horizontal driver would cut off

the gate, hopefully at the [4psec duty cycle. or the device would
selt-destruct, often taking the power supply with it. The failure
mode was so fast that no fuse or circuit breaker could save the
supply. Technicians unfamiliar with the circuit soon dubbed it
the kamikaze circuit.

Servicing was a problem

During the years these designs were in production, both RCA
and Sony conducted numerous training seminars with the intent
to gain the confidence and loyalty of the servicers. Time proved
both circuits to be too costly in terms of both in-warranty ser-
vice and customer complaints. This was a case of classic design
that worked well on paper, but whose tight circuit parameters
negated practical servicing in the field.

RCA recommended the use of a variable isolated transformer
for servicing at reduced line voltage, and developed a technique
that allows technicians to service the trace and retrace functions
separately. Sony servicers were advised to cold service the chas-
sis using an external 18V, 2A power supply. Techs who ignored
the advice often would have the replacement GCS fail imme-
diately, or worse yet, about two weeks after an expensive repair.

This situation eventually led some techs to say ““Sony sets are
great. but it they break, you can’t fix them.” This irresponsible
statement was made in spite of the fact that they had the begt
picture on marginat cable TV signals and were obviously supe-
rior as YCR monitors.

Evaluating the condition of the
museum TV set
Enough for the history lesson. Let’s get back to the museum
TV set. | was surprised to hear a rush of sound as I plugged in
the 20-year-old set. The power supply was working even though
the screen was dark. Slowly advancing the brightness control |

Figure 2. Sony’s classic Model KV1722 featured a 110-degree CRT and
a slim profile. The horizontal deflection circuit of this set is based on a
single gate-controlled switch.

could make out a thin white line across the screen. [ had hori-
zontal sweep, high voltage. and trom the sharpness of the focus
on the white line, probably a good Trinitron picture tube.
“There’s hope,” [ said as | left the museum with the TV set.

On my service bench, with the antenna connected, | heard
sound on atl channels: another big surprise. At this point it was
off with the cabinet to troubleshoot the vertical detlection cir-
cuit. With no schematic. I would be working at a disadvantage.
The KV 1722 was beautifully laid out for troubleshooting, with
plenty of test points in view on all three of the circuit boards.

No provisions for board replacements were planned, so all
service would be down to the component level. In subsequent
models, Sony would design sets with plug-in modules. but only
to facilitate production: not for service. Zenith remains the only
manufacturer who has consistently over the years made service
modules available to the trade.

Troubleshooting

Betore starting to troubleshoot, I remembered that this set has
a hot chassis, and plugged the TV into my line isolation trans-
former; an important consideration if you value your test equip-
ment. Forgetting could come as a shock to you. Forget the pun
and do it.

Locating what | surmised to be the vertical output transistors,
I measured the B+ on the collector case, then measured the emit-
ter voltage. The emitter voltage was about half of the voltage at
the collector, so I reasoned that the transistors were conducting in
proper class B fashion. No de problem was indicated at this point.
[ had narrowed the problem to the yoke. convergence or pin-
cushion circuit. It was either an open or an ac coupling failure.

[ remembered a problem with capacitors in old Sony sets. For
some reason, the caps just dry out and become slightly resistive
(200K typical). Unfortunately. in low-impedance circuits the
capacitors can’t be tested in circuit. I wondered if bridging a
suspected capacitor with a known-good one of the same value
would provide me with any useful information.

I looked around and located a capacitor near the output
devices with the highest voltage rating (C517, 22uF, 160V). |
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Figure 3. The 110-degree CRT allowed Sony to produce a TV with a
large screen that had a slim profile.

bridged this cap with a replacement and was delighted to see
the white line on the screen disappear. | turned up the bright-
ness, and voila! I saw a perfectly scanned Vanna White flipping
her letters. Removal of the bad capacitor and installation of a
replacement component completed the service procedure.

Why did 1 luck out on the servicing of this set? | do have a
working knowledge of how vertical deflection works. Thai
helped. The rest. you might say, was pure luck. For those ot you
who have forgotten, | ofter the following description of the ver-
tical deflection of this chassis.

The ups and downs of
vertical deflection

Think of the vertical detlection circuit as a one note audio
amphifier operating near 60Hz, and brought up to exact fre-
quency by a synchronizing signal (Figure 1). The yoke retlects
back a load impedance simitar to that of a speaker voice coil.
Both circuit applications depend on feedback to cancel distor-
tion and to maintain linearity. The value of the coupling capac-
itor is selected for the maximum power transter. The principal
difference berween the audio amplifier and the vertical deflec-
tion circuit is that the input for the one is the trequency range
for audio and the input of the other is the retrace pulse for TV.

Accurate retrace timing is essential to both sync and inter-
face. The timing begins with the sync starting the cycle. At turn
on. the beam moves from the center to the top at a linear rate.
Both the NPN and the PNP vertical output transistors are pro-
gressively driven less positive during this interval. Current
flows trom ground up through the yoke and the conducting Q101
to charge the coupling capacitor, At this time, the voltage on the
capacitor is at maximum. The current is 90 degrees out of phase.
As the scan passes from the center down. the capacitor dis-
charges current through the yoke and the conducting PNP. Q 102.

With this rudimentary explanation, you can sec why my first
choice for a component tailure was the coupling capacitor. It’s
a good candidate whenever the circuit appears to be operating
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Figure 4. The absence of vertical deflection in this set was caused by
a defective capacitor, C517, indicated by the horizontal pointer in this
photo. Note the Ibel on the pointer that says C517.

in a dc mode. This is a rather common failure in TV sets, but
rare in audio amplifiers. The only reason I can offer for this dis-
parity in tailure rate is that for audio the frequency is random
with no constant current demand. Another effect that may
account for more frequent failure of capacitors in the vertical
deflection circuits of TV sets is that the vertical retrace peak
contributes to capacitor failure. The only exception for audio
would be a guitar amplitier where the musician plucks on one
string repeatedly at full power.

Vertical troubleshooting

Assuming the absence of dc problems. open diodes and capac-
itors will be the hikely culprits if a TV set has no vertical detlec-
tion. As capacitors age they become less efficient and the power
transfer sufters. The symptom is the same as turning down the
vertical size, a linear reduction in picture size.

If the reduced scan is accompanied by a loss of linearity, sus-
pect the feedback capacitor from the yoke going back to the ver-
tical driver. This is the Miller capacitor, which maintains pic-
ture size and linearity with changes in the power supply. Another
feedback loop is the sample from the high-voltage block that
tracks both vertical and horizontal size with changes in the CRT
beam current.

If you have a normal full-sized linear scan with a pairing of
the scan lines in the center, suspect an open crossover diode.
There may be more than one diode connected in series. The pur-
pose of this diode is 10 hold the PNP transistor (Q102) exactly
at cutoft and not in reverse hias. This allows for a smooth tran-
sition of conduction trom the NPN to the PNP device.

Summary

Service technicians are often required (o service and estimate
without schematic diagrams. In order to be cost etfective, we

can’t atford to spend time on repairs that can’t return a profit.
| Learn how to make fast checks and charge for estimates. You
| are selling a valuable product: your time. ]



Test Your Electronics Knowledge
Waves, meters and a law

By Sam Wilson

0
L

Figure 1

1. The period of a certain radio wave is
0.0000001 second. What is the wave-
tength in feet?

2. What is the name of a meter used to
measure work per coulomb?

3. Refer to Figure 1. Which of the fol-

Wilson is the electronics theory consultant for ES&T.

Figure 3

lowing statements is correct?
A. Wave A leads Wave B.
B. Wave B leads Wave A.

4. What is the name of the block with
the question mark in Figure 27

5. Is the following statement correct?
Class A amplification has a higher efti-<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>