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Look to AOR for the BEST in Radio Equipment!

'

AR5000 Cyberscan 5 : v - ST A
10kHz - 2600MHz* ; — —
The Professional Scanner

AOR has advanced the frontiers of performance providing
strong signal handling, high sensitivity and the widest
coverage on the market. Advanced wide band front end
design provides high sensitivity with auto tuning
pre-selector from 500kHz to 1000MHz, plus manual
override 1o read signal and store sefting in memory.

Every function of the AR5000 is micro processor controlled
and receives instructions direct through the front panel

or via RS232. I.F filtering is unique. Filter selection controls
2 banks of filters, one at 10.7 MHz the other at 455kHz.
This cascade filtering effect produces excellent shape factors and
ultimate out of band signal rejection. There are 6 filter bandwidth
provided 3,6,15,30,110, 220kHz with a seventh position for optional
500Hz cw filter in the 455 kHz IF. There are 1000 memory channels
in 20 banks plus 20 search banks and an of 2100 pass frequencies.

AR3000A
100kHz-2036MHz*

The Most Respected Scanner
on the Market!

Compact, low cost wide band multi-mode reception. Small size

has allowed the AR3000A fo be used in many applications from

battery powered brief case to multi-receiver rack-mounted

installation to air born EWA systems. The AR3000A has proved
itself as an easy to operate, rugged, low-cost and reliable
contender for many requirements.

« Coverage: 100kHz-2036MHz* ¢ Modes: FM, FMW, AM,LSB,VSB,CW
* Memory: 400 CH 4 banks ¢ Scan Speed: up to 50 CH/Sec

* Sensitivity: NFM 2.5-1.800MHz .35NV

* Selectivity: 2.4,12,180 KHz * Antenna: BNC 50 Q

* Power: 13.8VDC<.5A AC Adapter included
e Size: 54x315x79", 241bs

AR3030G
30kHz - 30MHz

Enhanced Coverage Receiver

A favorite of commercial and industrial applications.
Same great features as the AR3030, but with these
added features to further enhance your operation or
special requirements.

FEATURES: The AR3030G boasts a wide frequency coverage from
30kHz to 30MHz and all mode reception ‘as standard’: AM, SAM
{synchronous), NFM, USB, LSB, CW & FAX. There are 100 memory
channels which allows data fo retain frequency, mode, bandwidth,
AGC, attenuator and tone etc. There are rear panel connections for low
level audio output and tape recorder remote switching. |F, output and AGC is
also available through a rear panel connector. Computer confrol is possible through
the RS232 rear panel port.

ARS800O0 - Still the Best! AOR made every effort to incorporate the
500kHz - 1900MHz* latest technology into this scanner:

The Ultimate Handheld Receiver! “Welcome to the world of the AR8000™ It incorporates the latest PLL technology and
offers a multitude of features including true carrier re-insertion SSB (CW) demodulation with 50Hz frequency steps. 4 level
alpha numeric LCD indicates the frequency, signal strength, band scope and more., Selectable squelch system, auto-
mode, auto-band plan, serial communication port are all standard. Internal ferrite antenna offers high performance
reception below 2MHz. When frequencies are entered, ALPHANUMERIC comments may be stored along with the
frequency, mode & attenuator status simplifying the job or recalling and identifying memory channels.

* Frequency: 1- 1900MHz* - . 3 3

o Modes: AM/NFM/WFM/USB/LSB/CW distributed by:

¢ Stepsize: 50MHz to 999 995kHz E . o L -

o Memories: 50ch x 20 banks=1000 toal ' Electronic Distributors Corp.

o Size/Wt.: 6.1 x2.6" x1.5"/12.20z. w/ NiCad M,IVA-

AOR, LTD.  2-6-4 Mlisuji, Taito-Ku, ---See llS' at DAYTON!
tukyo 111 Japan (c) 1995 AOR, LTD. Booth #'s 575 - 5791

Licensed under US. Pat. 4270217
CIRCLE 115 ON READER SERVICE CARD " Celiular blocked; Unblocked OK to FCC approved users




U.S. #1 RADIO OUTLET
OUR 25th YEAR!!!

. * LICENSE FREE

MAXON FRS114

« Crisp clear audio.
Small walkie-talkies as low as $109.95

MIDLAND 75-510

MOTOROLA Sport7*

MOTOROLA Sport7X* $139.95
Buy 2 or more and save!

NEW FAMILY RADIO
It's all in the family!
* NEW Family Radio Service (FRS).

* Push & Talk up to 2 miles.
* No monthly fee!

{iido; MOTOROLA
maxon

*Available in black,
camo, green & yellow

“IDLAN D.

CONSUMER RADIO

SCANNER SALE
BearCat
BC120XLT
SC150Y/B
BC230XLT
BC235XLT
BC3000XLT
BC9000XLT
BC890XLT
BCT12 800MHz NEW!
icCOM

R10' NEW! 499.90

SHORTWAVE SALE
GRUNDIG

139.95
169.95
239.95
289.95
369.95
379.95
229.95
189.95

SANGEAN

323 Mill St.
Vienna, VA.
22180

FAX: 703 938 6911

DAVIS WEATHER WIZARD Il

SUMMER SALE
The Weather Wizard 11
offers sophisticated,
professional quality at a
surprisingly affordable
price. It monitors and

stores data about the most
* Wind speed (Hi/Lo)
DavistL..
il
* Wind speed
#1425 NOW §159.95

essential weather conditions:

* Inside & vutside temp (H/Lo)

* Wind chill {Lo)

* Wind Direction

= Alarms for temperature, wind speed:
wind chill, and time

COBRA*

96.95
339.95

HH70
2010GTL
MIDLAND*
249.95
119.95
69.95

79-290

75-810

75-784

*Only partial listing...
CALL for other models and all
accessories are discounted.

I. Cell blocked, no blocks OK
for FCC qualified users

JULY ‘97
AOR AR5000
NOTHING LIKEIT IN IT's CLASS

» 10kHz - 2600MHz* Best
* Superior Sensitivity
» Cascade LF. filtering
« 6 Filter B.W. +1 Opt.
* Memory 1000 + 2100 pass ch.
* Built-in decoder DTMF
» Option CTCSS and Voice Inversion
« 2 Ant. ports, Opt. to 8 ports
* Scan/Search 25 & 45 ch/sec. |
+ RS232C of all functions  wwstocken
* Priced under $2000. CALL! gt e

Call for FREE 4 page detailed
flyer w/ R8500 comparison

SALE ENDS 28 JUNE '97
JUNE ‘97 SALE

Yaesu FT50RD/41B
Hottest Ham HT!
cupto5W

« Dual Band,

* Exceptional
Wideband
receive
capability

« Airband &
800MHz"

« Built in CTCSS &
DCS Enc/Dec &
Digital Voice
Recorder.

Accessories:

EDCS5B - Cig Lite Plug

RH1 - Rubber Holster

MH34B4B - Spkr. Mic
4 modes to choose

from...Call for

Special Price

SAVE OVER $100

JUNE ‘97 SALE

JUNE '97 SALE

VS L6 INAC

BAYGEN FREEPLAY RADIO
Take Anywhere Radio!

The Buygen tree play rudio. batery FREE tor lite!

The wurld’s first clockwurk radio. 60 tums of the crank
proviaes approximately ) minutes of playing time. AM/FM/
SW (5.8 - 18MH/). lurpe .57 speaker.

. power handerank or AC aduptar tinel.).
" 13.57 % 87 x 5. weighs 6.75Ibs.

_ SALE $99.95

GE SUPERADIO Il

4 LF stages and wide/narrow filters tor supenor
reception.  Separate controls

for bass and Treble. Uses
120VAC or 6 D" cells
(not incl.)Everyone needs
this great sounding radio.

SALE $59.95

Puts the fun back in

the AM/FM DX’ing!

Larger ferrite rod antenna, 6.5” woofer. 27 tweeter,

Orders. 800 368 3270
INFO/Metro: 703 938 3350
WWW: www.eebradio.com

E-mail: eeb@access.digex.net

* Prices subject to change

* Prices do not include freight

+ Returns subject up to 20% restock fee
+ FREE 1997 Catalog, 3rd Class, US.
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| page 12

~ more information on this new service, check out Gordon West’s fea-

ON THE COVER: A New Jersey shopper uses her new

Family Radio Service radio to call her husband from the mall. For

ture “Family Radio Service on the Air!” on page 8. (Photo by Larry
Mulvehill.)

FEATURES

Family Radio Service on the Air!

This new radio service is causing a lot of excitement for a lot of people. With no test, no
license and plenty of fun—find out what the stir is all about!
’ By Gordon West

‘The FM Station The World Forgot 12

In 1945 the FCC claimed that FM was the “preferred” mode of broadcasting! Join Alice
as she takes a look back at AM and FM radio stations around the time of World War II.
By Alice Brannigan

Radio Resources 16

Public safety pros and scanner users—you can cure intermod interference. Gordon West

offers his cures for this communications plague.
Bv Gordon West

Product Spotlight 30

The BC235XLT “Trunk Tracker” is the first handheld scanner on the market able to
follow or “track™ the conversations on Motorola 800 MHz trunked radio systems. Now
find out what it does and how it does it.

By J.T.Ward

COLUMNS

heRAAIGICONNECTION .. - 5 51 o] e on e 1o o B o s o T o) 3 2 levk & e 51 o e kAR R b 20
Antennas & THINGS. . ... ... e 24
Scanning The Globe . . .. ... .. ...... * B8 5N 3 0 o oo GG o G B0 2 0 0 B3 05y 5 g tha B o 34
World Band Tuning Tips . . .. ..o oottt 40
Product Parade (Now Including “Books You’ll Like”) ... ... S 50000000000 309 42
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Broadcast DXing . .......... e R GoF b At o ek rpe T 52
The Ham Column. . .................... v o N el et B8 05000 oo 000 o 58
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QUALITY COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT SINCE 1942

PAST & PRESEN

Shortwave Receivers Past & Present is your
guide to over 500 communications receivers made
from 1945-1996. This huge 351 page Second Edition
includes 80 chapters representing: Collins, Cubic,
Dansk, Drake, Eddystone, Galaxy, Gonset,
Hallicrafters, Hammarlund, Heathkit, Icom, JRC,
Kenwood, Knight, Lowe. Mackay, McKay Dymek,
Morrow, National, Plessey, Racal, RME, Rohde &
Schwarz, Sony, Squires-Sanders, Ten-Tec, Vigilant,
W-J, Yaesu and many more. Entry information
includes: receiver type, date sold, photograph, size &
weight, features, reviews, specifications, new & used
values, variants, value rating and availability.
Become aninstantreceiver expert! #0002 $19.95 (+32)

RTTY AND FAX DECODERS
& Universal M-8000v7 Decoder

Designed
primarily for
the military
or commer-
cial wuser,
the M-8000
canbeused -

by the hobbyist who requires professional capability. The color VGA output
includes a spectral display & simulated tuning scope. Modes include: CW,
Baudot, FAX, SITOR, ARQ-M2/4, ARQ-E/E3, ARQ6-90, ARQ-S, SWED-ARQ,
FEC-A, FEC-S, POL-ARQ, GMDSS, ASCII, Packet, Pactor, Piccolo, VFT,
ACARS, POCSAG & GOLAY. Monitor & printer optional. #0087 $1399.00 (+511)

The self-contained Universal M-450 reader
decodes: Baudot, SITOR A & B, FEC-A,
ASCIl, SWED-ARQ, Weather FAX (to the
printer port), ACARS aviation teletype,
plus GOLAY and POCSAG (512/1200/
2400) digital pager modes. Even off-the-air
decoding of DTMF, CTCSS and DCS. Big
two-line, 20 character LCD and bi-dir. par-

alte! printer port. The M-450 runs from 12 VDC or with the supplied AC adapter.
No computer or monitor is required. Now with serial port. #0450 $399.95 (+°8)

¢ Universal Upgrades Upgrades are now available for the M-400v2, M-

'SPECIALTY

8000v5 and the M-1200. Contact us for details.

COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVERS

KENWOOD |JRC
DRAKE

LOWE

O [ S v
Universal Radio carries an excellent selection of new and

used communications receivers. The new Japan Radio
NRD-345 is shown above. Only $799.95 (+%10)

The new Ameri-
can made Drake
SW-2 features
SSB, Sync. Det.,
100 mems., key-
pad and optional

remote (shown). In stock now!

COMMERCIAL RECEIVERS i

The Watkins-Johnson HF-1000 is the ultimate receiver!
Advanced D.S.P. technology, 58 bandwidths, 1 Hz display.
Under $4000. Please contact us to receive a spec. sheet.

The BayGen Freeplay radio combines the inge-
nious Baylis generator with the latest in radio
technology. Winding the handle for 20 seconds
provides 30 minutes of listening. Here is as-
sured radio performance, day or night without the
worry (and expensel!) of batteries. The analog
dial covers AM, FM and SW from 3 to 12 MHz.
Made in South Africa. #3123 $99.95 (+%5)

PORTABLE RECEIVERS
SANGEAN s

o SONY.
ICOM

GRUNDIG

Universal offers over 40 portable receivers from 50 to over
$500. Our free catalog fully describes & prices all models.
The new deluxe Sangean ATS-909 shown above is on sale for
$249.95 (+°8). This includes the AC adapter and ANT-60.

™ wave, amateur and scanner enthusiasts.
g Thisinformative 100 pagecatalogis FREE by

bookrate or $2 by First Class mail. Rising
postage costs prevent us from sending this
catalog out automatically so please request
your free copy today!

Universal Radio, Inc.
6830 Americana Pkwy.
Reynoldsburg, Ohio
43068-4113 U.S.A.

@ 800 431-3939 Orders & Prices
T 614 866-4267 Information

— 614 866-2339 FAX Line

& dx@universal-radio.com

COMMUNICATIONS BOOKS

® Passport To Worldband Radio 1997 By L. Magne
Graphic presentation of all shortwave broadcast stations.
Equipment reviews, too. #1000 $19.95 (+°2)
® Passport To Web Radio By L. Magne  Brand new!
Here is everything you need to know to hear hundreds of
AM, FM and SW stations on your PC! #3000 $19.95 (+52)
® Worldwide Aeronautical Frequency Dir. By A. Evans
The definitive guide to commercial and military, HF and
VHF-UHF aeronautical communications including
ACARS. Huge Second Edition 260 p. #0042 $19.95 (+°2)
® Guide to Utility Stations By J. Klingenfuss
Clearly the best guide to non-broadcast HF stations. With
13,800 current frequencies. 585 p. #2019 $39.95 (+°2)
® Discover DXing! By J. Zondlo
An introduction to DXing AM, FM & TV. #0009 $4.95 (+°2)
® Understanding ACARS By E. Flynn
Learn the ACARS aviation format. #0012 °9.95 (+52)
w Be sure to include °2 per title for shipping.

VISIT UNIVERSAL RADIO ON THE INTERNET
http://www.universal-radio.com

* Visa * Prices and specs. are subject to change.
» MasterCard * Returns subject to a 15% restocking fee.
* Discover * Used equipment list available on request.




BY HAROLD ORT, N2RLL, SSB-596

N uning |
AN EDITORIAL n_—/\/\/\—

The FRS, GMRS and the FCC Doing Battle

Radio Service (GMRS) community is

losing sleep over the new Family Ra-
dio Service (FRS), and frankly I couldn’t
figure out why—until I started looking at
the FRS facts. Apparently there’s more to
this battle than the entry of the new FRS
transceivers into the marketplace. Let’s
examine the issue.

The FCC has set aside 14 low-power
UHF channels for the new FRS; these are
designed for license-free, short-range
voice communications that’s seen as an
alternative to the more technically orient-
ed ham radio, the also-licensed GMRS,
and the more crowded unlicensed CB
radio service.

The 14 channels are wedged between
(and somewhat overlap) licensed GMRS
repeater input frequencies. As you might
imagine, there’s the problem—or is it?
These FRS frequencies are as follows:

Il seems the entire General Mobile

(ol e R 462.5625
CH2..... T 462.5875
(G151 3 tcocnasion oomon & okiers 462.6125
(O8] &8 ccocoodiomonoaoototzasder d 462.6375
(CI51 oot 462.6625
CHO6..oovviviiiin 462.6875
(O8] 7 oapeooaosoncoonésseosacaod 462.7125
(O)8 S toaedopontiorkmasecsd 467.5625
(G5 O stoonazns o baadzzond 467.5875
CH 10 467.6125
(51 Feobbonsopacsotiores ... 467.6375
CH 12 i 467.6625
Q151 [12) oo RN 467.6875
(CLINIASY. . S e 467.7125

These new FRS transceivers are pock-
et-sized walkie-talkies that fall under the
new FCC Part 95 UHF/FM rules. They
typically cost from $130 to $200 and
come complete with the non-removable
rubber duck antenna and belt clip. High-
er-priced units will have CTCSS tones
that allow the user to set a sub-audible
tone giving the added benefit of the user
hearing his or her own units. Range for
these one-half wattunits is also fairly con-
sistent at about a mile. OK, I'm sure
there’s someone out there who has gotten
385.5 miles over Lake Superior or in the

“My family and I talked on
several FRS channels until the
batteries died.”

Gulf of Mexico, but typically outdoors
you'll find pretty good local neighbor-
hood/downtown comms of about a mile.
Much beyond that and you’ll find your-
self standing on truck roofs to increase
your range! Of course outin the open with
no obstructions—over the water, for ex-
ample, you can get better range, often sev-
eral miles. Ironically, the big guys—the
full-featured GMRS handhelds with
more power and with the added benefit
of detachable antennas, longer-life bat-
tery packs and adaptability to mobile/
base antennas cost nearly the same. The
rub is the $60 fee for a five-year license
(soon to be $70).

So there you are with Grandma and
Aunt Wilma in downtown Willoughby
using your new FRS transceivers. Un-
known to you is the GMRS repeater on
462.675 MHz. This repeater’s input fre-
quency, 467.675 MHz lies right near FRS
channel 12—the same channel you're
using that afternoon. Is this a problem for
either user? Yes, and no. The receiver of
a GMRS repeater is designed to capture
a relatively weak signal that is within a
certain bandwidth; if the received signal
is “off” slightly, there’s a good chance the
repeater might still pick up the signal,
thereby possibly preventing a licensed
GMRS mobile user out in the boondocks
from accessing the repeater. The opera-
tive word here is “possibly.”

Certainly each case would have to be
individually checked out. You could take
the better part of a beautiful summer af-
ternoon testing for interference; have an
FRS user begin transmitting, then simul-
taneously have a distant mobile try to
access the repeater. You could stand a
quartermile fromthe repeater site and key
up on the FRS channel nearest the
repeater input frequency. You could doall
these things repeatedly and possibly bring

(Continued on page 77)
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Take advantage of OPTOELECTRONICS' frequency counter SALEABRATIONI!!

Whether you are testing, calibrating, or aligning you need a good quality frequency counter.
Optoelectronics the leader in frequency counters continues in its tradition of engineering the
highesf qualify test equipmenf. Whatever your application may be,
OPTOELECTRONICS has a counter for you. If you want the BEST
IN TEST, 100k no further than OPTOELECTRONICS.

SOO0AS WULTL - FURCTTICR COURNER

*10Hz-3GHz frequency range

10 digit LCD display w/ bargraph and EL
backlight

*Mecasures Pertod, Ratio, and Time Interval

*Built-in RS§232 interface

ePatented Digital Filter and Auto Capture

WA

o o
srom O

Cub

1l J

Antennas shown are optional accessories

U.S. Patent No. 5.471.402
*10Hz-2.8GHz frequency range
*10 digit LCD display w/ bargraph
and backlight
*Patented Digital Auto Filter and Auto
Capture

*1MHz-2. XGHl tn,qumgy range

9 digit LCD display

¥ sclectable gate times

*High speed 0001 second gate

ePatented Digital Filter eliminates false counts

ePatented Auto Capture locks trequency display until
cleared

e Direct and Pre-scaled ranges

*50 Ohm input impedance

*1ppm timebase

10 hour discharge time

*Built-in NiCads and charger inctuded

per second resolution
e1ppm timcbase

¢NiCad batteries and charger included

eDigital Communications port for datalogging
using optional OptoLinx and OptoLog software
*High speed 250MHz direct count with 1Hz

] meg Ohm and 50 Ohm'inputs (switchabley

eFast 250 million counts per second

*+/- 1ppm accuracy w/ .2ppm option

«Dual high impedance amplifiers for ratio and
time interval counting

*5-6 hour battery life

*Built-in NiCads w/ charger

*Dual 50 Ohm and | Meg Ohm inputs

quR |
HENCH FYS
CCeURTER|

*|0HZz-3GHz frequency range

10 digit LCD display w/ bargraph and
EL. backlight

*Mecasures Period, Ratio, and Time
Interval

*Built-in R$232 interface

ePatented Digital Fitter and Auto Capture

eFast 250 million counts per second

*+/- .05ppm ovenized timebase

eInternal clock output/External
clock input

*Built-in low pass filter

*Built-in raptd-charge NiCads

FACTORY DIRECT ORDER LINE: 80023275912
el il B oee aa’"al VIV a ol

e d B A 4 1 A 1B AN 4R L\,

5821 NE 14th Avenue * Ft. Launderdale, FL ¢ 33334

Visa, Mastercard, C.O.D. ¢ Prices and Specifications are subject to
change without notice or obligation

Telephone (954) 771+ 2050 Fax (954) 771 « 2052

WWW.

optoelectronics.
com

MADE IN THE U.S.A.




Pop'Comm P.O.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Sharing Knowledge, Frequencies and Techniques

Each month we select representative read-
er letters for our Pop’Comm P.O. column.
We reserve the right to condense lengthy
letters for space reasons and to edit to con-
form to style. All letters submitted must be
signed and show a return mailing address
or valid e-mail address. Upon request, we
will withhold a sender’s name if the letter
is used in Pop’Comm P.O. Address letters
to: Harold Ort, N2RLL, SSB-596, Editor,
Popular Communications, 76 N. Broad-
way, Hicksville, NY 11801-2909, or send
e-mail via the Internet to <popularcom
@aol .com>.

Talk About Scanning!

Dear Editor:

Let me take this opportunity to pontif-
icate on the topics of promoting under-
standing and expansion of our scanning
hobby. We all love to take every chance
we get to seem like an expert on topics of
which we are interested, myself includ-
ed. So when someone sees me with my
AOR handheld and inquires about what
it is, I give them the answer in layman’s
terms, “It’s a police scanner.” That’s
when the questions really start to fly.
“Aren’ttheyillegal?”’ NO. “CanIlisten?”
YES. “How much do they cost?” I reply
that some are less than $100. “Where can
I buy one?” I tell them any good electron-
ics or radio shop. What usually ends any
further conversation on my part is the
statement “Wow, that would be great to
help rob a bank!”

This is where the promotion ends and
the policing begins. It’s our responsibili-
ty to make sure our hobby doesn’t
become someone’s criminal enterprise.
Recently in the county where I live, two
men committed an armed robbery of a
business in the southern part of the patrol
district. While the local police were chas-
ing them, another group, armed with guns
and a scanner committed a robbery in the
northern part of the patrol district. This
to ME is no small coincidence.

For my part in policing our hobby, I
have a couple of rules: Do not loan your
scanner to anyone. Do not give law en-
forcement frequencies to anyone. Do not
share any information you have gained
about police procedures and routines
with anyone. I only make exceptions to

these rules for close friends and family
whose reputation I can vouch for.

These rules should also be followed
by dealers and mail order vendors of
monitoring equipment. A local radio
chain store gives out a printed sheet to
scanner customers with all the local fre-
quencies and voice codes for the arealaw
enforcement agencies. This is totally
irresponsible as well as poor business
practice since they also sell a soft cover
book with all the frequencies the novice
could ever use, and it sells for no small
change either. If you want to help some-
one get started, give them local fire/res-
cue, taxi, or airport frequencies. Make
the criminal users work for their infor-
mation the way we did when we started
out. They probably won’t make the extra
effort because they don’t want to work
for anything as it is.

As you already know, 99.99 percent of
monitors are good people ready to help if
possible. For my own part, my listening
lead to the apprehension of three armed
car jacking suspects . . . score one for the
good guys. It’s up to all of us in the hobby
to ensure the lawful use of the airwaves
is not misused.

Joseph Walling
Riverdale, MD

Dear Joseph:

You’re right, 99.99 percent of moni-
tors are good people ready to help. Butin
all my years of promoting the hobby, peo-
ple I've had the pleasure of talking with
haven’t even hinted at criminal use of a
scanner. Typically they’re concerned
about the legality of listening and the cost
factor. Perhaps you should refrain from
dubbing the radio “a police scanner.”
Why not say it’s a scanner that receives
police, aircraft, government and even
marine communications. That way
you’re sure to pique your listener’s inter-
est about some aspect of radio monitor-
ing, not only police or public safety.

The use of a scanner in the commis-
sion of a crime goes way back to pre-
programmable days, just like the use of
guns, crowbars, flashlights, knives and
all kinds of equipment that can be used
for dastardly deeds. Think about it for a
minute: If someone’s intent on a life of
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crime, there’s no textbook telling them
where to get the guns, ammo, knives,
rope, wire cutters, or scanners. They
don’t need one. These characters seem to
instinctively sniff out the tools of their
trade without any help from you and me.
So keeping good, law-abiding citizens
from monitoring the public airwaves
accomplishes nothing. I think it’s very
important to share our knowledge, fre-
quencies and monitoring techniques with
interested newcomers. When I got my
first scanner some 30 years ago, the deal-
er also gave me a sheet of frequencies
(along with an address for obtaining crys-
tals!) that helped me make sense of my
new hobby.

Joseph, thanks for promoting our
hobby and helping our law enforcement
officials! That’s what citizen monitoring
is all about.

Call to Action

Dear Editor:

I’ve never had the need to write to your
publication until I read J.T. Ward’s arti-
cle “Scanning Becomes Extinct.” I be-
lieve that a dangerous precedent was set
when the ECPA was enacted. This, for the
first time, gives the government the pow-
er to tell a free people what we can and
cannot listen to! This would be like the
first Congress of the United States telling
the people of the 13 states they couldn’t
read publication “A”!!

I agree and share Mr. Ward’s concerns
about the future, although my solution is
a bit different. As a ham radio operator,
Ithink it would be a waste of time to coax
the ARRL to take up the battle. It should
be an organization such as Pop’Comm.
Now I know the first reaction is—“that
will cost too much money” or “we don’t
have the time to do it!” I disagree. I be-
lieve that you should ask your reader-
ship in the next survey what their feel-
ings are. For example: “Would you
support financially Pop’Comm’s efforts
to lobby to amend the ECPA to exempt
law-abiding citizens?” Would you sup-
port Pop’Comm’s efforts to lobby
Congress to keep the airwaves free from
government encroachment?” . . . The
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time is now for all of us to put our money
where our mouths are. Let’s stop com-
plaining about it and do something!

Without some movement by those of us
who believe in a free nation, eventually the
day will come when the only thing my BC-
3000. BC-9000 and PRO-2006 will be
good for is listening to NOAA weather
radio broadcasts!

Bob Reynolds, WB3DYE
Wilkes-Barre, PA
Dear Bob:

Here’s what we’ll do; we’ll run your
letter and see where it goes. Also, in your
letter you suggested raising subscription
prices to cover the cost of a paid lobby
who could testity before Congress on be-
half of the radio listening community.
While a noble cause, we’re not about to
ask readers to underwrite such a task. It
would probably cost much more in addi-
tional money and time I feel could be bet-
ter spent by a massive letter-writing cam-
paign as Bob has suggested. Writing and
calling your representatives, local media
and speaking with influential communi-
ty leaders will, in my opinion, get better
long term results. Sure it will take time—
efforts like this always do, but it has to
start somewhere.

Friends like officer Stefan Jagoe in KY
who can attest to the value of citizen mon-
itoring are vital in an effort such as this.
How about it readers? Let’s hear from the
public safety professionals who recog-
nize the value of citizen monitoring and
disagree with the ECPA and other anti-
monitoring laws!

Give '’Em Heck, Dave!

Dear Editor:

It’s nice toknow that [ can always count
on you hams not to disappoint when it
comes to being high-handed. I speak, of
course, of your never-ending drone about
11 meters.

You guys all sit there and talk like cit-
izens band operators are so much dirt
under your nails and come up with all
these schemes to get your frequency band
back. Newsflash!!! What, in God’s name,
makes you think that you'd get it back?
There are around 30 to 40 million 11
meter radios out there and what, 600,000
hams? Are you really elitist enough to
think that we’d stop using equipment
we've got a lot of money invested in just
because you say so?

Look guys. CB is here to stay, so get
used to it. Sure, we’ve got some bad ap-
ples. But no more than you do. Some of
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the foulest language | ever heard on a
radio was on 28.045, coming from oper-
ators with five-digit callsigns.

As for your precious licenses, big
deal! I've got enough graduation certifi-
cates from Air Force Electronics
Technical schools (I'm aretired HF com-
munications technician) to wallpaper
most of your hamshacks. but I don’t
wave them around like a Holy Grail and
say I’'m the only one who knows any-
thing 