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Saul Carson

In welcoming Saul Carson fo aur roster of feotured
contributors, we continue what is fast becoming o
RADIO BEST tradition.

For Carson came mto radio eriticusm out of vadio itselr,
having first approached the medium as a writer for radio,
Some years ago, Carson established himself as one of the
s in the field of radio, when he broughi
to radio criticism an intimate knowledge and understand-
ing of the 10 worker’s preblems, lmitations and
potentiatities. Utilizing his knowledge of the production
problems mvolved, Carson could place vvery rudio effort
in sound perspective Two other factors rounded out his
ability as 4 radio critic. One of these was the ability to
write feid prose—gained in @ career as newspaperman,
maguazine contributor, book reviewer and editor. The ather
cas a thorough insight into radie’s commercial practices
which he gained in the two years he was associated with
the radio department of the Imporhml trade journal,
Varwty.

Ionmedintely upon entermg the ficld of radio criticism s
an independent writer, divorced from trade journalism,
“arson's leadership in the field was recognized by the
country’s top annual conference, the Institute for Educa-
tion by Radio which is conducted annually ai Columbus,
Ohio, by Ohio State University, Carson was invited to
organize a panel on "The Radio Bditor's Responsibilily
to Broadeasting.”” The growth of radio ¢crmficism to ma-
turity n the last few years 15w ne small measure, the
vesult of Carson's awn work in the field

Carsons past and present work has included contributions
to some of radio’s most disinguished programs, and
many national magaznes and journals of the highest
stuture, During the war, he was, successively, seripl
writer, script editor, and head of the Special Eyents
English Section for the radio division of the OWI Over-
wens Branch. Later, he wrote radio drama and documen-
tures for the Office of Inter-American Affairs, and the
State Department,

SHul Carson’s by-lme has long been known to the industry
and to showbusiness m general as the imprimatur for
pungent but understanding crticism —fearless and inde-
pendent, always brilliantly written, but never sacrificing
substance to mere cleverness and faur to all concerned—
including the listener. For to Carson, broadeasting is not
only a combination of artistic production und electronic
transmission, but also, receptron and listening. Without
e hstener, l)xm\d(u|~lln): wonld be meanmmyless. He be-
lieves rudio criticism must bridge the gap between broad-
caster and hstener, inferpreting cach to the other. fn this
spirl, Saul Carson will carey on us a contributor to
RADIO BEsT. :

Turn to page 20 for Saul Corson’s first article

letters To THE EDITOR

Suggests Chotter for Trade

To Tur EbITOR: Another ssue
of RADII BEST 15 on the stands:
another month of veading enjoy-
ment for fans and operators
alike  Well wishes scem to be
in abundance, making me wonder
if another from a “small station”
eperater would be noticed. Nev-
or-the-le here it is, and with
hest wishes for the many issnes
to come. One suggestion, with
the ever increasing numhber of
radio personnel, why not add one
or two pages dedicated to the
small stations around the coun-
try, devoted to chatier, patter
and news with timely and pro-
gressive program idvas ineluded.
The entire stafl has monopolized
my copy of RADIO REST, Apain
thanuks for a real magazite with
real material
Robert “Bob” Morraw
KTOP, Topekn, Kunsas

Tea Many In and Out

To Tux EDtToR: Appearing be-
low is a (cartoon) which rapio
BEST may use with any va
tions. Congratulations to you for
publishung a magazine long
awaited by the radio audicnee,

:F Henry Ames

Witmngton, Del

THE CLOSED DOoR pOLICY

ravia

eas0casTivg

Youngster Likes Fidler

To Tuk Epiter: You may call
this a child’s attitude. You prob-
ably won't print this letter when
I teil you my age but T am eleven
¥ old. T have just finished
reading letters to the editor and
have noticed the criticism that
Jimmie Fidler received and |
entirely disagree with thew at-
titude | wonder 1f the only rea-
son they are so much against
him s beeause he teils only the
truth and maybe that truth -
volved them in what they thought
was very insulting to their repy-
tations, Personally, 1f you want
the lowdowu on happenings in
Hollywood such ag sceret mar-
riages [ yecommend  Jimmie
Fidler

Guyle Abbinge
Detrat, Mich.

www americanradiohietorv com

Mediation Program Criticized

To Tue Evrron: [ think yonr
“Seat-ou-the-dial™ iew of A,
L. Alexander’s Mediation Board
hit the nail on the head. How
much Jonger will the radio -
dustry permrt such programs on
the air? Your publication should
be instrumental 1 starting a
campaign against such nisevable
trite.

Helen MeNamara
Bellarre, L. 1

Nominates Mike Awards %
To Tug Kbiter: 1 recommend
your Silver Mike Award be made
to two fine producer -directors.
Robert Louis Shayon for “CBS
Is There,” and Fletcher Markie
for “Studio One.”
George Lewis
Atlantie Ceby, N J.

Applauds Radio-Artist Policy
To THE EntTor: Kncldsed is an
order blank and money order for
& vear’s subseription to your
magazine. The reciprent desig-
nated for this subscription giit
is a staff anunouncer in the sole
section of a small Ohio station.
He ds heginning to make
progress n advance towurds a
network position. For his suke
and for the sake of the countless
young people who are striving to
establish themselves valuable
radio performers, your publicu-
tion has accepted a definite chal-
lenge.

Unhke the meanmidess, gos-
sip-ridden fan  magazines  of
another entertainment industry.
Rapio BEST is unique in its obli-
uation of serving the performer
as well as the audience. Your

se-worthy ideal to raise the
respect for the radio
on te equal that of the
theatre, is an incentive that must
remain undaunted and unhin-
dered by any opposing factiouns.
Keep this high standard, con-
stantly improve the dignity and
intelligence of your presenta-
tions, retain the original plat-
form of nsight, understanding
and truth. You will then be as-
sured of faithful suppert from a
thinkig public, you will see
Ramo BEST become to the radio
performer what other fine pub-
tications have hecome to the stage
performer.  Congratulations on
vour undertaking a long-neglect-
ed task, und best wis or an
ever-progressive future,
Jack Preston Held
Cleveland, Ohio
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Advertisement

At 1aSt ! beautiful braids, curls,

bangs, “falls” of fine, imported real hair at prices

you can afford!

# You have never hefore seen values in “pin-on”
hair to approach these. Beautiful, beautiful
braids, cluster curls, bangs, or a fall.

All designed exclusively for Tresses hy

Victer Vito, top-flight creative hair stylist.

“Pin-on” hair by Tresses gives you the answer to
almost any coiffure problem you may have.

11 you've cut your hair, or if your hair is short

or thin, if it won’t grow due to too many permanents,
the answer is here on this page. What's more, leading
beauty editors recommend Tresses.

All Fresses are custom-made to your order.
They are hand-blended of our finest imported
real hair to match your own hair beautifully.
They are fully guaranteed. You must be satisfied
or your money will he returned.

BRAID. A full twenty :aches long, hand-blended of our finest hair
to match your vwn. Designed by Victor Vito who created 25 differ-
ent styles you can do at home with it. All are in his booklet, “25

o > Ways of a Maid with a Braid” included without charge in your
- 5 braid Grder. Extra thick braid. . . . . . . . . $18.00.
A “ N Braid shown in photwgraph at left. . . . . . . . $12.50.
77N B 3
[

e

Tayhe you've alnays wanted bangs and were CLUSTER CURLS. A luguriant mass of arifully FALL. Ten inches long, twelve inches wide from ear
afraid to ent yuur hair. AH you have to do is “pinon” arranged curls. May be worn as shown or an tap, side, to ear. May be worn a5 a page boy bob, or as clusters
these real-hair hangs. Blended from imported real hair fow in back. Our hnest real harr, blended to match upswept on t0p or (o <ide. Our finest real hair. blended
Lo mateh your own. . . . .. . . . . $3.50 your own. a . $15.00 1o maich your own. . . . . . . . . . $12.50

MAIL ORDER ONLY: Be sure you enclose ample hair samples. Snip your hair

close to your scalp from tup. sides and back to assure perfect match. Fnclose eheck
or money order. Mail to Tresses, Dept. R 5 East 57th Street, New York 22. N. Y.
Please do not enclose cash or stamps. No C.O.D.'s. please, Tresses are fully giaran.

fee

You must be completely satisfied or your money will be refunded on veduest. DEPT. R, 5 EAST 57th STREET, NEW YORK 22, N. Y.

ONLY MAIL ORDER MAKES THESE LOW PRICES POSSIBLE - TRESSES ARE FULLY GUARANTEED

www americanradiohistorv com
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strapless |

 waist-lette

bra and waist-cincher

letters To THE EDITOR

Appreciation from Starlet

To Tue Epitor: [ like my pic-
ture in RADIO BEST so much, [
simply den't know how lo say
“thank you.” But I will try to
say it so you will know how
really much I mean it. Thank
you, very, very much. A few
weeks age I was on the Com-
mand Performince show for the
boys over-seas. Lionel Harry-
more and 1 introduced all the
aets. | am sending you « picture
and also one of the Blondic cast.
1 like #aDIO BEST best of all the
magazines and 1 am very glad to
xel one every month

Norma Jean Nilsson

Hollywood, Calif

Radic’s Great Progress?
To THE EmTor: Now that rudio
15 almost thirty-years old [ see
that it has finally reached the
epitome of perfeet programming
The greal brains of radio have
settled for disc jockeys, soapers
and quizzes What could he more
intelligent?
Mrs. Mary Oppenheimer
Des Moines, lown

Lauds Winchell Story

Jack Parr Award

To THeE EniTor: [ thought your
presentation of x RaDIO REST
SILVER MIKE to Jack Puar
wag most timely and deserving.
ar's humor is the most re-

freshing contribution to the air-
lines 1n years.

Margaret Halpern

Newark, N.J

o My Puur’s sponsor appurently
drd not concur with RADIO BEST'S
vecoymition awnrd. However, this
should nat reficet on Mr. Paar’s
talents.

Radio Actor, No Doubt
To Tue EpiTor: Your interest-
iny article “Radio’s Closed Door
Policy” is in itself full reason
why RADIO BEST 1s the mwost im-
portant magazine in America to-
day. More power to you and may
you he around for many years to
come.

Hal Rogge
New York City

combination to make your
figure look your loveliest

To TuHE EmToR: Many thanks
for your excellent story on Wal-
ter Winchell. America is indeed
tucky to have such a man to
guard her interests. If we were
blessed with a few more like him,
there would be little worry about
the future He delivers the news
the way it should be delivered.
He spares no one if he knows
him to be wrong. And he is man
enough to admit it when he hig-
self is in ervor. With Winchell
on the Job, how can we lose?

O V. Whitney

Boston, Mass.

Introduced fust a week ago—with such success! A wonderul
combination for round-the-clock figure beauty by Mardi
Bra, makers of the enormously popular Strapless. as

Chinese Jurist

To THE Eoror: Recently, I
heard a little Chinese boy on
“Juvenile Jury.” Can you tell me
his name?

removable shoulder straps and warters 1o adapt 1t to both
daytime and evenmg wear. Yours for the very newest loak?

Vearvse, black or white Larlon rayon saun., 34 w0 38, $“]
Ronald Dorman
Brookiyn, N. Y.

® His nume is Kong Lien, quick-
witted Chinese American lad.

AT YOUR FAVORITE STORE EVERYWHERE OR WRIE 1O . . .

FOUNDATIONS

Creators of MARD! BRA
76 Madison Avenue, New York 16 h o

Address fettecs and pictores to Editor of RADIQ BEST, 452 Fifth Avenue, New York 18.
Onty tigned comments will be considecad for publication

WWW. americanradiohistorv.com
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The DOUBLE LIFE of M.

by Favius Friedman

e maon

who wanted

to be
Heifetz

A long time ago. when the Jack
Benuy of Today was still little Ben-
jrmin Kubelsky, he was minding
his father’s haberd, shou 1
Waukegan one evening when a
strauger walked in and handed
Tenjumin some money. Kubelsky
pere. seving the cash in the regis
tet ter, asked his offspring what
he hud sold. "Nothing,” suid his
san. e jusl gmve me 2onie mongy
on his acrount.

“Bul whal was his name
sisted Mr. Kubelsky. ~
1 don’t know.” Ben
“Gee whiz, Yop. do you h:
have Tiis name, loo?”

e

in-

Not long afterwards a cusiomer
came in and purchased some ties.
handkerchiefs and shirts ad de-
parted without leaving any cush.

“But it Benjamin told
his futher luer. "he told me to
charge it to hix account. And this
time | g0t his name”

ame!” the old man screamed
“That lellow has no account in my
store!”

Jack Benny, at 53, aceording to
his intimates, is only n little less
nasve than the youthful Benjamin
Kubelsky  who could be tlim-
flammed so easily by 1 smooth-
talking sharper. “Benuy.” sid 13d

WWW americanradiohistorv. com

. benny

lelpin one of his former wiiters,
“is probably the most unsephisti-
cated man 1 know.”

Yet Jack's radio setf-portrait of
w sport-acketed,  Beverly  Hills
Simon Legree, who makes Dennis
Dy mow his lawn as well as sing
for his ¥17.50 2 week, is taken as
pure kospel by the 25,600,000 peo-
ple who listen aly o his
Sunduy night half
Benny's matl still bristles with in-
dignant letters demanding (hat he
piuy Rochester w living  wage
(Rochester gets over $1000 «
week.) fven My. Whiskers once
fell for the Benny myih, when the
Continued on Next Page

9
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One of the secrets of their success is that Jack and his wife
Mary have a fot of fun when they work together on the program.

Above, the Spartsmen, give out with “L-S-L-5-M-F-7,” and
below, Jack catches up on news with Phil Harris and Rochester.

F 1

iy

The DOUBLE LIFE of M 1. J. Benny .

WPB, « Governmen! wi
agrency, sent Juck a buxines
lelter reguesting that he turn in
his legendary Maxwell to the scrap
drive.

Strangers still turn their heads
when Jack lunches wr dines i
Romunoff's or the Brown Derby.
curious to see if he will leave
either o nickel or a dime tip. Ben-
ny always overtips lavishly, both
because that is hig nature and be-
ciuse he is almost patbologically
sensitive about his,penny-squeez-
g “reputation.”

The truth is, no one knows the
real Juck Benny--no one. that is.
outside of Jack himself, und he 15
only i shade more valuble than the
lute Calvin Coolidge. Millions of
words have already been printed
about this man whao is the highest-
paid comedian in radio. His scrap
hook. if he kept one. would in
sheer stiucked-up wordage make
the Sears, Roebuck catalog seem
like something marked “Readinyg
Time: 10 Seconds,” yet Benny
still remains one of the most elu-
sive, paradoxieal figures in show
business.

Benny is a fabulous personality,
not so much because of his strato-
spheric Hooper rating, or his indi-
vidual brand of humor or because
he virtvally revolutionized the
pattern of radio comedy. Jack is
radio’s most intriguing ligzure be-
ciruse he has for more than 15
years succceded brillinntly at the
husiness of manufacturing laugh-
ter when he himself is anyihing
but a funny man

To an observer wutching Benny
prepare his Sunday program, he
looks for all the world like a har-
ried, cautious Seventh Avenue
garment manufavturer worrying
doout his next Spring’s line.

There is nothing uncomplimen-
tary in this. The creation of =z
Benny broadeast ix an arduous.
painful,  seven-day-a-week task,
worth every penny of the reported
$22.500 weekly check Jack gets
from the American Tobacco Com-
pany. Benriy's produet comes from
the sweat, toil and savvy of The

MOREY—>

Capsule

piciure

story of o=
the youn;,k

man who

grew up 1o

be Jack
Benny.

' First we see him at
tender age of three.

Boss himself, from a quartet of
the highest-priced writers in ra-
dio and u superfative surrounding
cast whose talents all mesh like
the jewelled gesrs of u Naval Ob-
servatory  chronometer. Jack’s
competitors — Fred Allen, Danny
Kaye, George Burns and others
frankly admit that when it comes
to judging comedy material, Ben-
ny tops them all.

People, meeting Jack for the
first time, stund around hopefully
waiting for him to Jet leose with
a barrage of boffolus. They go

' At Benny'Raheﬂrsul, Jack, Don Wilsen Mary and bit player
await their cue, while Jack's writers ord script ginl are all on
deck with wotchful eyes upon the zany praceedings.

v

away disappointed. Jack gives
strangers a limp handshake, a shy,
atmost distant *“Hello” and seems
eager to evaporate the mext mo-
ment. On the other hand. Jack
can be the greatest audience in the
world during rehearsals, howling
with laughter, pounding the floor

in glee over a line, while his cast

sits there dead-pan.

And yet Bemny, as George
Burns says, “1s the greatest editor
of materix] in the business. He's
got the knuck of cutting out all
the weak slush and keeping in

‘._3
N

Just before Air Time, Jock cuts the script for time with the

enfire staff, incliding Wilson, producer and writers helping.

only the strong punchy lines.”
Because he has mxde the creation
of comedy such a serious business,
Jack knows better than any other
man in the world what will be
funny on his program. “I can't
ulways tell when a line is good,”
he admits, “but, brother, 1 can
tell when it’s lousy.”

Despite all this, despite his
stature as “Mr. Radio,” his con-
sistent standing among the top
five on the air, his huge earnings,
his talent as a stur-maker, the
kudos paid him by the public and
the trade, Jack Benny is still the
“unhappy fiddler.” (Why must
comedians always want to play
"“Hamlet”?) Oddly encugh, Benny
veally believes that if he had

Family portrait

of an impresario:
Juck and Mory
with their adopted
daughter, Joon.

Two phases in the life of the Woukegan Fiddler . . . o5 o boy starting

/7in vaudeville; still the boy at heart decades later with Fred Allen.

iistened to his father, and prac-
ticed more on the fiddle when he
was a boy in Waukegan. he wonld
be a fine violinist today. He hon-
estly envies the greal virtuosi like
ileifetz, Isaac Stern and Szigeti.
He still remembers that Heifetz
once told him he had a rich tone
and that he should have continued
with his music. The pre-comedy
Beunny was actually a soulful fel-
low with a vielin. Unfortunately,
it didn't get him any place.

Even Jack reahzes this in his
less pre-occupied moments. As his
wife, Mary Livingstone once told

Continued
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The DOUBLE LIFE of M.

J. Benny e

him. “If you had kepl up with
your fiddle-plaving, ven would
have lost ull the humer of hemy
1 lousy vielihist on your progrim "
(Jack wtially gquite proficient )
But he can never seem to foryget
that he was onee a fiddle player.
Being no noodle, despite the role
he plays on the air, Jack has man-
aged  to sublimate  his  musical
vearnings. ile has turned his
frustration into onc of the most
vioteusly funny routines nmong
all the running g an his pro-
wram -the “Professor Le Blanc™
situation i which dMel Blane, as
The “Professor.” gives Jack violin
fessons and forever ends up with

his buek-fitty unpaid.
Occasionally, however, Jack will
rebel aminst the fate that has
made him the comediun with the
longest ruy in radio amony the
top funny men. He sets oul to
prove that he has other talents,
only to wind up behind the per-
sonil eight-bull. Not long ayo
there was a party at Jack's ¥250,-
000 Beverly liills home, where ox-
pert pantaloons like Danny Kave.
and Georgie Jessel
ng the guests, boune-
ound like sa muny
After a couple of
turned  restless.

husket balls.

haurs  Juck

“Bvervhody sels laughs around
bere bul me’ he
“And in my own house.”

Beuny went upstairs, then eame

complained

down again a short time later,
mide up like the corniest of gypsy
fiddlers. fle stroled among the
quests. playing as schmultzy an
assortment of tzardas cver heard
oulside of the ineffable Rubinoff
Then he passed avound a baltered
hat

No one hothered to laugh.

Another time, at a Hollywood
benefit for Greek War  Relief,
~Benny, instead of his cxpected
comeds turn, perforned an clabo-
rate  concerto  arrangement of
“Love in Bloom™ The surprised
audience burst into applause, but
Juck merely bowed to the conduc-
tor, bowed to the audience. then
sauntercd off the stuge, his treus-
ured violin nnder his arm

The contradiciions in the Benny

MOREFH—

. The framed picture in upper left was
token when Benny had long-hair
hopes. But many, many years later,
Juck is forced fo watch as Fred Alten,
of all people, gives him @ demonstra-
tion of how -Benny should perform.
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personality show wup in many
way: ake, for instance, his re-
puted inability to get off a fastie
untess h ripting crew is run-
mng interference for him. True,
Benny is no rapier wit like Fred
Aller or Henry Morgan. “Benny,”
said Harry Conn, his first writer,
“couldn’t even ad lib a belch at a
Hungaran banquet.” Yet Jack,
when huri or cornered, can dish
it out as well as take il. Radio
cireles still chuckle over Jack’s
amed bout with Fred Allen, who
had Benny hanging on the ropes
with his ad hbs. Jack stood it as
long as he could, then said, plain-
tively, "You wouldn't dare de this
to me if I had my writers with
me.”

On another occasion when Ren-
ny, Bolh Hope, Fred Allen, Jimmy
Durante and Jerry Colona were
starring on a Christmas “Com-
mand Performance” for the Army.
the photagrapher lined up the
comedians for a series of pictures.
Bemeone bad to something and
Hope started it with a crack about
his profile. There was a pause and
Durante yelled, “Jey, you ushers,
stand erect and wive this jernt a
little Neither Benny nor
Aller could think of anything to

Allen started mugging and
k jammed his hat on crosswise,
“Well, at Teast PH nok funny,” he
quipped. Then Benny publed a
parking ticket out of his pocket.
“1don’t mind doipg this show for
I'rm-' he dmmunu‘d “but who in
heck is going to pay, for this park-
iny ticket 77

The delighted screams of the
audience could have been heard all
the way ta Anaheim, Azusa and
Cucamonga.

His studio audicnee, watchmg
Jack do a warm-up before a broad-
cast, see Benny come out with all
his own see him  tanned,
genial s looking. He looks
like & man with a million bucks in
his pocket and a phone call from
[ana Turner, "Wekome to the
Lucky Strike Program,” he says,
then Hips the ashes off his cip

1! ued
= ,uk Benny Sho &3
When the red with the kev

was Dres?

1 Joe three
vaM

But that incredible Benny poise
Jack's "dehberalely cul-
hvated suavity.” said a friend.

“conceals an almost irrational ter-
wror of an audience. Nobody watch-
ing him realizes that he is trem-
bling inside und that every line he
speaks and every piece of business
he does requires an effort of will
power.

Even in the days when he was
an unknown vaudevillian, happy to
pick up a fast twenty-five dollars
with a dog act, Benny had thai
magnificent poise. Once, Juck tried
out a turn at the Aecademy of
Music Theatre in New York—a
vaudevitle house not particularly
noted for its polite treatment of
entertainers who weren't too well
known. Everything went— from
boos to over-ripe tomatoes. As
Jack came out on ihe stage with
his vielin under his arm and his
routine “Hello, folks,” opening. the
Bronx cheers began. When Jack
got to the center of the siage the
raspberries were deafening. But
instead of going into his act, Ben-
ny kept on walking obliviously to-
ward the other wing. Just ag he
reached the wing he turned and
faced the customers, There was an
ominous silence. “Goedbye, folks,”
he suid. Then he strolled off the
stage and out of the theatre.

To his cast—Dennis Day, Mary
Livingstone, Rochester, Phil Har-
ris, Don Wilson and the othc

&

his own producer. He rarely
glances ut the contrdl booth fer
cues. He can get together with the
sound man and patiently go over
« sound effect—the clank of the
chains in his “vault,” for example
—us many as 40 times, until his
meticulous ear is happy. Jack him-
self Jabors over the hilarous
rhymed  commercials that  hi
Sportsmen Quartet sings—in
dentally, one of the freshest new
routines to appeur during the last
twelve months. All of the

tuking Sunday-to-Sunday w

he
vam.
° Towi e " Welch

sessions are master-minded by
Benny, though he may not con-
tribute an original line of his own.

The Benny show has almost as
many recurring situations and
running gags on tap as the objects
that fill Fibber MeGee's closet.
There’s the broken-down Maxwell.
the violin lessons, the Benny vault
with its caretaker who never sees
the light of day, the brash tele-
phone operators, Mr. Kitzel and
his  “peekle-in-the-meedle,” the
synthelic feud with Fred Allen.
the Quartet and a packet of others.
On the whole they pay off with
taughs. But even so shrewd a
judge of material as Benny will

occasionally rely too much on
strictly local references. i
like his “Eastern - Columbia,

he goes to sleep, has been de-
scribed as “the worst mish-mash
since the cyclone hit Lecompton,
Kansas.” Old scripts, recordings
of broadeasts, books. magazin
newspapers and fan letters are
piled high on every table and
chair. In this cluttered room Ben-
ny the perfectionist finds a cer-
tain surcease from the strain.
Here he wallows in mystery sto-
ries and listens to who-dun-its on
the air—rarely to other comedi-
ans. “I know they're suffering, just
the way I suffer.” he once said. “If
a gag of theirs doesnt get a
laugh, 1 cringe.”

Jack has been known to add
$1000 out of his own pocket to
boost a guest fee for vi ist
Isaac Stern. His four writers whe

Copiel fanmis Doy, Racharies, Phil i

Banny, n Wilion, ond el &

Broadway and Ninth” routines
which at best ring hollowly on the
ears of listeners away from Los
Angeles.

It’s been said of Jack that he
lives on « diet of black coffee and
fingernails. It’s true that he just
can't wait to start to work and be-
gin worrying every day. Benny
arises at six in the morning, goes
out for i couple of rounds of golf,
then is ready for work, He is al-
ways the first on hand for confer-
ences and rehearsals. Ten min-
utes befere the end of a luncheon
break, Benny 1s back in the studio,
hunched up i a corner studying
his script. He fumbles nervously
with his hair, clamps his teeth on
an unlighted pipe, keeps fingering
his tie. He is so concerned about
the carefully-contrived spontane-
of his show that he keeps the
side men in the Phil Harris band
awiy from the final Sunday re-
hearsals, Jack wants the lines to
be as fresh {o them as to the audi-
ence.

Al this is part of the perfection
Benuy strives for and usuatly

chieves, Yet Juck’s own bedroom
it home, where he reluxes before

nohistorv com

have heen with him five yeal
Sam  Perrin, Milt _Josefsherg,
George Balzer and Jobn Tacka-
berry—together earn around $5,-
000 a week. Jack keeps Artie Auer-
bach, the “Mr. Kitzel” of his
show, on salary all year round,
though he may use him but three
or four times u season. Recently,
when Sara Berner and Bea Bena-
daret—“Gladys” and "*Mabel
telephone operators—were written
out of two programs ai the last
moment, because the shows were
overbourd on time, both girls re-
ceived their full fees just the
sume. One year Juck spent more
than $100,000 on line charges to
put on his broadcasts from remote
camps  and  hospituls. This was
Jack’s own money, spent without
publicity. And when the troupe
iravels, Rochester stops in the
same hotet with Jack and the rest
of the cast, or Jack moves the
troupe to a hotel where Rochester
is welcome.

Yet Jack, abnormally sensitive
as he is to the Teelings of others,
can sometimes reveal u curious
naivete. Preoceupied  with the
problems of his own program,

Continved on Next Page
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Summer, 1945, saw the Jack Benny Troupe in Germany. Here Ingrid Berg-
man, Larry Adler und Jack visit ruins of Hitler's Berchtesgaden retreat.

Juck receiving ovation from one of 40,000 GI's enterfained by him, Ingrid
Bergman, Larry Adler, Martha Tilton & Dave LeWinter at Nuernberg Stadium,

The DoUBLE LiFE of M. J. Benny i

Benny displays an odd surprise
when he 1s confronted with the
fact that there are also other pro-
grams on the air. Not long sgo he
used a vouple of 12-year-old radio
actors in the roles of “Steve” and
“Joey,” two neighborhood young-
sters who, on the air, play foot-
ball with Jack, fall for his tull
stories and believe he 1s the super-
hero he claims to be After a pre-
Hminary script reading, Jack told
the boys they could leave, but to
be hack that afternoon at 2 for
another rehearsal. After the boys
had scurried out, John Tacks-
berry, one of Benny's writers,
said, “Juck, 1 don’t think that one
kid will make it back on time to-
day. He's got a ‘conflict”.”

“What do you mean?” asked
Benny.

“Wel| " said Tackaberry, “that
boy has a show of his ewn, you
know.”

"A show of his oun?” repeated
Jack, "Ohh.”

Going 1nte his record consecu-
tive 16th year on NBC, Benny is

aying to the lis-
tener in his living voom at home,
atill using the narrative show with
a framework of situations which

14

he developed. Actually, Benny is
the great revolutionist of radio.
ile was, as Fred Allen said, “the
first comedian on the air to realize
that yvou can pet big laurhs by
ridiculing yourself, imstead of
your stooges.”

Just where the ance-skinny
Waukegan kid who was born Ben-
jamin Kubelsky ol his superb
sense of timing, is unimportant,
BRut not even the niost lukewarm
can deny that Benny has at. Jack
seems able to get more laughs out
of a pause. or a simple word like
“Well,” than other comedians out
of a dozen prattfalls. Jack reads
a line so that the very inﬂmtmn

makes it funny. He is “a masterly
comedian who could wring a Lxu;:h
out of an executor's report.”

Benny 1l the only radie ar-
tist who has a lifetime option on
NBC's choice 7 o’clock spot an
Sunday night. Niles Trammel,
president of the network, gave
Juck that optien back in 1941, no
matter who sponsoted him in the
future. And for {he next three
yeats, at least, Jack will be toting
home around one thousand dollars
# minnte, just for bemy the very
opposite of himself on the air.

[ Hollywood -
OnThe |
- Air

by Favivs Friedman

MIKE SIDE

Wouldn't il be tough an the pundits if soap operas vanished from
the seene? No other type of program on the air, it seems, mamuges Lo
provide so much fuel for such tiny fires, Latest of the thivkers to in-
vestigate the daytime serials are a Chicago anthropologist and a
psychologist who tuned i on CBS' “Big Sister” and came up with a
ponderous 127-page report that soap operas are “of considerable value
to our g

The seholars, consultants for Social Research, Inc
"B Sister” curbs “neurotic tendencies amony listencr:

decided that
strenythens

the marriage tie: provides technigues for solving emotional and inter-
personal problems; directs private reveries and fantasies into socially
approved channels of action apd, finally, has a positive adaptive

effect on bsteners’ personality

Now, that's all very well and good, kiddo, and we're not saying
youre not right. But maybe- -just maybe—thete’s a chance: thal the
hausclraus who tisten Lo “Big Sister” and other daytime operas don't
really give a hoot about “curbing their neurotic teudencies.” Maybe
they bend #n ear to the serials for no more complicated reason than
because they like to. Is that so bad? Why don't the big brains try it
from that angle for a change and sce what comes up? Aw't life com-
plicated enough?

* kK

There must be something aboul singing comercials that fasci-
mates 4 sponsor. The men with the meney who go i for this partic
Lype of psendo-salesmanship would never dreum of having a clerk in a
store try to sell their product that way over a counter, but the listeners,
poor devils, are considered another hreed allogether Otherwise they'd
not be subjected to the pain of those synthetic ballads. We're not vaun
enotigh Lo imagine that we can possibiy offer anything new on the sub-
Jeet of singing commeraiuls, but there must be some other way of
saying “buy our soap” oi “try our baked heans” withoul saying it eight
to the bar. M hath charms, but jingles? They sound much hetter
ou swrecting MOREH—>

“Mayor” Lionel Barrymore, “Butch” Concad Binyon,

and “Marilly” Agnes Moorehead tatk over script.
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Ginny Simms and husband Hyoit Dehn in the bar of
their new home — bu! the drnks are all “soft.”

CRISIS, MINOR GRADE

Bver wonder what takes place behind the scenes in radio when
someone makes an error? Take, for instunce, these fortunately rure
occasions when 1t's discovered, aboul . hour before air time, that a
certain pop tune scheduled for a musical hke CBS’ “Dick Haymes
Show™” hasn’t heen “cleared” for that particular broadeust.

When a ;hp-up like this occurs, the all-important thing is not mak-
ing « whipping boy out of some me: worked production assistant, but
choosing another song —and quick.

Into a huddle go Havmes, Martha Titon, his singing partner,
musieal director Gordon Jenkins and producer Sam Pierce, while the
inexorable studio clock ticks ofl the minutes There's first of all a hur-
ried check of the show's previou ny lunes. Orchestral arrangements
for them are already n the library, which simplifies things a little.
The replacement tune’s length is mosi important. [f the originally-
scheduled ballad van, say, 2:10—two minules and ten seconds——the
new selection must “time” approximately the same

Once that's settled, Dick or Martha can start running through the
number with Jenkins, from memory. while the seript writer holes up
in some corner of the studio and knocks out i new “lead-in" to go into
the seript. And somewhere alony Vine S(reet a member of Jenkins'
music staff 15 ulrendy speeding towards CBS, carvying the various
orches’ hastily puiled from the music library. The orchestra-
tions are passed around the moment they urvive, and the song goes
into full vehenrsal with the bhand.

Al Jolson poses grandly, as Red Skelton operates
the shutter and makes just like o camera man.

Gary Cooper meets Effie Klinker, while oppearing
for a guest shot on the Bergen ond McCarthy show.

Up in the control room the producer is holding a stop watch on
the new number. He may clock 1t as being 15, maybe 20 seconds “over.”
That ealls for Jenkins to devise some fast cuts in the score or speed
up the tempo The decision is up to him. Time is running out, hut
finally sord comes down from the network’s musie rights office that
the new song has been cleared. Memwhile, busy voungsiers in the
numeograph reom ave runming ofl revised script pages, incorporating
the new lead-in the seripter has completed

Iiveryone on the show beyins to breathe a little casier. but it’s
been an ulcerous session and Lhere are a few new grey hairs on a
couple of heads. The orchestra takes i the prineipals
and the producer relax over a tall one over in Brittingham's, and at
the dress rcheuwrsal the new song routines us an integral part of the
show.

And, a short time later, when the light in the studio signals "On
the A" Haymes or Miss Tilton will be there at the microphone, sing-
ing the substitute tune just as though it had been scheduled in the
program all the time. The folks sitting in front of the radio m Osh-
kosh or Kalumuzoo enjoy the tune. unaware of the minor crisis out in
lollywood

Likely enough the one most disturbed by the last-minute chunge
i the radio log editor who histed the original song in s daily program
uotes. He can let off steam by mentally blasting the pr epresenta-
tive who sent out the program story. And about all the harried publicity
man can do ix pray that 1t won't happen again——until the next time!

Continved on Next Page

Rober! Mentgomerygnd Wanda Hendrix appearing in
ction of “Ride the Pink Horse.”

a‘“Studio One” p
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Everyone's taking pictures, it seems. Here, Fred
MacMurray snaps a close-up of lovely Avo Gardner.

DIAL SPINS

There’s probably a moral in this somewhere, if we could only find
it. It seems Art Linkletter, quizmaster on General Electric’s “House
Party” program, had been batthing a bad case of luryngitis with daily
injections of penicillin. The shots, if you must know, were given him
in a somewhat less-publicized portion of the ample Linkletter anatomy
“Do you cver listen to my program?” Art asked the nurse one day.

“Yes, T do,” answered the gal, “but you know, you run in and out
of here so fust for your shot every day, thal when 1 hear your voice
on the air, T can’t visuulize your face—only the part where I make the
injection!” .. . And speaking of operations, Milton Berle hud a hem
put in his nose several years ago and 50 happy with the result
that he's now thinking of passinyg out nose-hobbing jobs to some of his
friends, as birthday gifts. . . It’s the 20th year on the air for NBC's
“Voice of Firestone,” one of radio’s oldest programs. The Monday night
musical made its first hroadeast back in 1928 .. A big bow to Mutual's
Hollywood commentator Erskine Johnson, who put on a one-maun battle
to bar films dealing with the life of any notorious criminal of recent
times—specifically Al Cupone. Johnsen garnered 1,176,000 reader pro-
tests to prove that he was right. . . One man who should know a thing
o1 two ubout women is the chap who plays Hollywood escort to the
various “Queens’ on Mutual's “Queen for a Day.” He'll be writing
his memoirs any day now. John Tuckaberry, one of Jack Benn;
writers, sent his wife a yift on their eighth wedding anniversary, with
u note reading, “You have & —would you' like to try for 167"

Jimmy Durante and Charles Boyer
run over lines with Phil Cohan.

'Bride and Groom's”"
songster Jack McElroy
plays the preacher a1
emcee lohn Nelson has

mike and Louis Gibbs
ce-proposes to wife

Vocalist Evelyn Knight and Dennis Day (center!
join emcee Tom Breneman in an impromply duet.

Around Hollywood and Vine, says Edith Gwyin, they have a
new name for the hobby t's “bubble-g . Tom
Breneman's "Breakfast ll\ lloll\\\ood 15 now housed in a new $1,000,-
000 restaurint just a few doors away from his oid stand. . . California
looked awfully good to Bob Hope, after that trip (o Enngd. “IE was
so cold in London,” Bob suid, "T saw one sguirrel walking around wear-
ing his brother! . .. Watch for Tex Benecke’s orchestra to go on the
Mutual web for the Army Air Forces. It will be a traveling show,
tuking off from Hollywood after Tex winds up his engugemént ut the
Palladium dancery. . . The Opie Cates whose homespun Arkansaw
humor you hear on ABC 1s u brilliant clirinetist who used to sit in
with Gordon Jenkins' orchestra for scule, though he was batoning a
couple of orchestras of his own. Cates and Jenkins ure long-time
friends. . . Insiders say that while television now finds itself where
radio was 1n the '20's, you can look for the video medium to tuke a
really big spurt some time this Fall. . . Colone] Stoopnagle has invented
a “three-season” bed “It’s for Fall, Winter and Summer,” explains the
Colonel “[t has no spring”” . . Chet {Lum) Lauck and Norris ( Abner)
Goff took 29 hours to write their first seript back in 1931—a job that
now lukes two hours or less each duy . Sinus-stricken Edgar Bergen
had to hole up in 2 San Fernundo Valley motor court for a coupte of

MORE >

Betty Lou Gerson and producer Dwight Hauser,
cenfer, with “Mr. President” Edward Arnold.
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Esther Williams listens fo o playback of her
performance on a “Proudly We Hail” program.

ks

w when the first of the California winter “fogs” it Beverly
il 1f you see a Hood of motion pictures next season buased on
popular radio programs, it will he because CBS has made available its
entire library of script properiies to the movie mukers. . . Perry Como’s
record sales for the past year have passed the ten million mark. That's
w lot of biscuits, any way you look af it. . . Men’s wear note: Al Solson
his it collection of 85 turtle-neck sweaters in his wardrobe There's a
Kuy who realiy Jikes to stick his neck out. And Charlie MeCarthy,
Beau Brummel of the sphnter set. has just obtained his first set of
formals since 1941
* kK

Now if's radar they're using to check listener response to radio
programs. IU's something called “TAMS"—Instantaneous Audicnce
Meusurement Service—and it was developed by CBS. Next time you
hexr any odd noises on your loud speaker, just remember it's radar—
ot static . . Bill Goodwin is being paged for one of the leads in
Fagdle-Lion's “Queen of Hearts.” . . Jack Benny, after a recent broad-
cast was complaining that the bud sound effeets weren't loud cnough.
“Why didn't 1 hear loud birds?” asked Jack. “Just have a bad pro-
gram,” evacked Mary Livingsione, “ind you'll hear loud birds.” . bel

Only Henry Morgan would hold a screwball press
conference like this at Hollywood turkish bath.

i

Tom Harmon, sportscaster on the new Jimmy Duranfe
show, with his wife, and guest-star Dorothy Lamour.

Harold Peary is ready to cut a chunk for “litte
Gildersleeve™ but it's the Mrs. who looks hungry.

Blanc, the “ene man mob” who plays “Ausgust Moon” on ABC's “Point
Sublime.” owns a hardware stare out in Venice, Califormia ani works
behind the counter several days « week. .. Mutual's “Heart’s Desire”
is now em.nating from the Barl Carroll Theatre-Restaurant in tlolly-
wood. . . Kid shows of the various networks are joining forees with the
Ameriean Heritaye Foundation to instil the basic tenets of American-
ism in the minds of the nation's veuth. . . According lo songstress
Helen Forrest, the charvacter who said money won't buy everything
was referting, of course, to Confederate money. . . Among the carica-
tures on the walls ut the llollywood Brown Derby, Jimmy Durante’s
piclure vecupies 1wo spaces: one for him aud for his nose. . . The
way Llovd Brownticld, of CES tells it, an actor was complaining bout
his mother-in-law troubles. “How long after you were married did she
come 1o stay with you?” Brownfield asked. “Well,” said the actor, “T'm
the only man who ever cartied two women over the threshold on his
wedding night!"

What's with the shows.CBS has
on the fire a “Boys Town” show
which will star Mickey Rooney.
Rob Burns plans to go into business
for himself as writer, producer, di-
rector and salesman of transeribed
programs for airing on independent
station: .. That Ronuld Colman
plattered s we told you about
some months back is now a miliion-
dollar property. . . . The Army is
making a half-hour production out
of “Proudly We Hail” the tran-
scribed show which 18 waxed for
use by the smaller stations through-
out the countr: Approximately
1000 outlets - tions the big vet-
work programs don’t ordinarily hit

will be using the Army program
to which stars like Esther Williams,
William Holden, George Murphy
«nd Ginger Rogers are lending their
tulents. It's a honey of a show. well
worth listening to.

Continved on-Page 22

NBC actress, Josephine Hipple,
made her radio debul in Havana.
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af Current
Shows
NBC

'
Swundy

AT PARKY'S

it was to be expected that a comedian using an obvious pun for a
name woutd naturally put on an equally “corny” comedy show of his
own. Harry Einstein has called himself Parkyakarkus for some time
now, and a lot of us feit the “Nom de Radio” was reatly on a burlesgue
level. But the program “Meet Me At Parky’s” descends te a new low.
It 15 unfortunate, since Parky does show himself capable of a winning,
sympathetic characterization—hut only in fleeting glimpses. This pro-
gram is certainly not recommended listening, but a few recommenda-
tions to Parky may be in order. It has been bruited about that Parky
writes his own scrint The first thing he should do is hne a fow good
comedy writers and stop trying o be @ one-man show for thirly min-
utes of network time. He should alvo work out a fresh format and (ome
the aceent he uses down to a point where it will be more believable and
less of an old-fashioned burlesque style. He should certainly ‘take a
#ood, loniz look at his show and try to see where 1teneeds to be brought
up-to-date- ing particular attention Lo those crude malapropisms.,
These steps mught do as a start, and maybe, one of these nights,
Parky'll have a radia show we all will want to hear. After more than
a quarter century of radio, the American public surely deserves some-
thing belter than this program

—EIB
MBS
Swueday
s
A BRIGHTER
TOMORROW
The name of Gabriel Heatter's Saturday night show s hughly

aptimistic, but a few minutes of listeming to the program itself is apt
1o leave the discerning listener feeling more pessimistic thun anythinge
else. For the radio fan with good taste sn programs, und a fair knowl-
edge of what's what wn the world, the most hopeful aspect of "3
Brighter Tomorrow” is that it may be off the air when tomorrow
actually comes The 1dea behind the program is a gond one, but 1t s
berng executed (a very good word n this ease) by the wrong hands,
and there just isn't enough head-work gomy into the thing The pro-
gram becomes merely superficial and siily, ¢ attamunge to
the ridicalous, when it might have been a truly inspiving and cven
profound interpretation of the future in relation to the past and
present Heutter has neither the background of a real student in world
affairs (despite his news-commentary job), vor the canny restraint of
a poet-philosepher, & combination of which is nceded to make such a
program meaningful In other words, Mr. Heatter is no Norman Cor-
win and ought to stop trying. Without achieving much of the high-
minded ideals implicit in the title of this program. it still has a few
nteresting moments of recent history and is often entertaining. Bul
it is well to rememher that iUy all just an evasion, and there is little
intention of say cthing important. For anyone who has nothing
better to da, “A Brighter Tomorrow” is worth hewring, vvery now and
then, but it would be much mare msprg to read a gwood book  wnd
far more informative.

—156
(Epttow’s NoTeE: M1, Heatter must havd agreed with reviewer J.8.6. that has
A BrRIGuT R’l()\mmm\\ shaw had fittle future. As this isswe weat to pre ne

were notified of a chanyge w format and fetle to BUSIND TUE FRONT L'Ac

]
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Naturdan
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" THE UFE
OF RILEY

that would suit Dhghy O'Dell, the friendi unde
as nol we mournfully Teel the same way. Wit we
careful to make an exception in the ¥'s bosom companion,
Mr. Riley, whose hilarious adventures have even made an underlaker
an aceeptable portion of hus radio prauks. “The Lafe of Riley™ is
tribute to the "LIII of its writers and its wetars, William Bendix merits
top umm for injectimg a maximum of mirth and amuosement tnto the
laugh puml\nvd" episodes of Chester Riley. Just a teeny kit below,
and this will be hotly disputed by his paitisans suoand out of the pro-
fession, we place John Brown who pla the dual roles of Digger and
Amd then a hand to the trio of writers who bble ali that
plausible nonsense, Alan Lipscott, Reuben Ship and Jack Brecher. Yes
s, as Dyrger would say, aod who can guccessfully escape his infuence,

and his wang .

And often

aker, fine.

Frudou
1600 g

MEET THE PRESS

Anything exleulated fo explain the phenomenon of present-day
Lolities and pohilicians rates high on this reviewer's list. When, to the
foregoing, you add a liberad portion of interest and even vntertainment.
you come up with a program that is not to be missed under any cir-
cumstances. “Meet the Press” does all these things and more. 1L points
up radio as a medium of information, and far outdistances many
newspaq on the score of wood reporting. This’ program sets up
nearly ideal conditions for wiving (he fistener an epportumity to draw
his own conclusions. 1t is actually a broadeast of a regular press con-
ference and its chief merit lies in the elimination of the middleman
Newspaper and 1adio editors would he something fess than human if
they could prevent their own personal views from favoring (heir reports
of 4 press conference wilh some public nmn-u, or_highlighting the
opinions which most affect ther own pr . On “Mect the Pr
the lrstener not only hears the actual Mutenments of Amert
famous or influential figures, but is often able to scent bias on the part
of the reporters who do the questiomng, Albert Warren, Mutual's
News-Chief in Washington contributes greatly fo the interest and
vitality of the series by his ntellyently canducted role as mediatar or
chuirman The frequent appearance of reporters from publications
with such divergent views as Lawience Spivak (American Meriury),
Burt Andrews (Herald Tribunei, and L F. Stone (PM) keep this
program from ever fallinge into a rut of manity Radio listeners who
often find something lacking in the «ditorml pages of their favorite
Qully newspaper shoukd make it a point to listen ta this series with a
keen and analytical ear

—356

X, |

Senidiey
T

HORACE HEIDT b g
SHOW -

L, N

The “Horace lewdl Show™ s aptly named, sme 1t s more of
progeam to build up the star, than to find new talent Admuitedly, the
wet of gorny to schoots and collegzes throughout the country m a scarch
for talent 15 « wood one, but a mprovement over Eddic Dawlings
“The Big Break” (which this show apparently replacest ends right
there, Horace Hewdl’s Doar of Opportamity ean havdly be considered
much of & step upward, eilher as entertamment or as appartunity for
would-be radio stars. This whole business & gething to be o boreson.
old routine —a “lalent hum' show which features several voung hope-
fuls, inferspersed with what is supposed {0 sound itke sprightly dizlogue
between the wspitant and the vmece, The latest fad for aperume doors

www.americanradiohistorv.com
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with a lot of fanfare and insignificant results is quickly becoming a
matter of such dull Honsense, that even these paltry efforts may soon
become a thing of the past. Why a series of auditions on the wir should
be seriously thought to constitute a show, 1s probably one of the mys-
teries of presumably modern radio. Entertainment, in this reviewer's
opinion, should be measured purely on a hasis of ¢njoyment to the
listener, and no amount of garnishment with fanfares of “opportunity™
can take the place of a good sholv, well presented. This program
attempts to take on something of @ new complexion by carrying over
their winners until they go down n defeat, bul this change is only
skin deep. Underneath il ail, is the old and inaccurate device for choos-
ing winners by applause from the studio audrence. Another important
factar in keeping this program ai a mediocre level 1s that there is too
much Horace Heidt and not enough aspirmg talent. The whaole busidess
queckly becomes dull and uninspired. Tt is hardly worth the trouble of
turning on the radio and can be interesting anly if one happens to know
one of the contestants.

—15G

Sn aedan "
200 pon

CBS IS THERE

¥s be recounted this way—with a spivit of
| happening at th mement, and 10«
perspective which makes it easy to relate yesterday's events to the
present. This is, by no means, an easy Lask, and all credit 1s due Robert
Lewis Shayon for those qualitics of dircetion and editing which make
the program consistently believable, despite its obvious anachronisms
and difficulties. Having network mucrophones present al events
occurring fifty, a hundred, or a thousand years ago could easily lead
the average divector inte a slick bog of hokum, but Shayon's restraint
and honesty work ngainst these disadvaniages of the device and even
turn it into an asset. So realistically do the events come through to the
listener, that one oceasionally finds himself hearing the
present-day occurrences with a vague feeling that it eould easily
another presentition of “CBS Is There.” It all adds up to particularly
fine listening and one of the mast fascinating and informative shows
of any -year in American radio. Produced with understanding and
ability, comparable only to the radio works of Norman Corwin, “CBS
Is There” gives the whale family something to discuss and think about
on a Sunday afternoon, besides making w real contribution to our
knowledge of the past in a manner which adds to our understanding
of the time in which we live. This is vadio listening at its best.

-GG

NBC

Nonday
1020 pm

TAKE IT
OR LEAVE IT

When Garry Moore split up with Jinmy Durante And was casting
around for a radio show in which to properly ic”
talents, he was offered “Take It Or Leave [t but hmx.ned for some
time, Garry was heard to say that he saw the show as a question-and-
answer thingumaboh and nol as a comedy show. When the news broke
that Garry had decided to conduet the quizzer, many of his fans chewed
thew fingernails down to herc in fretful anxiety lest their favorite stop
being funny on the air. But Garty Moore ean no more belp being
funny than he can help eating. As @ matter of fact, being funny is
easier to him—he's been known to pull some mighty funny gags on an
empty stomach. Of course Garry is stdl trying to ask questions and
ket a few answers to them, but “Take Tt Or Leave It” nds fair 1o be-
come one of the best comedy programs on the air. Working with studio
participants (just plain folks hke the rest of us) Moore shows himself
one of the top wils of our time. H all goes to show that he made the
right move 10 quitting the Duramte-Moore team where he was hiding
his light under # bushel of tradition—the folkway that nobody cun
match “Schnozz's” comedy on the same hill. I you like your comedy
of 4 high culibre, fast and funny to you at heme in addition to 4 bunch
of easy marks n the studio, this is for you. Maybe you've been nursing
a really keen sense of humor through a lot of hroad, obvious cemedy ;

Garry Moore, emcee on

i b,esf) MARCH
["jv SILYER MIKE AWARD
A For
Outstanding Performance

,; . /I/’/‘/ e ’/%/’I’/

Stlver Mike Awards honor
the month - outstanding
contiibution to the ndvance
ment of rodio and Tele
vision Every broodtasting
aaft | eligible for these
honors| actory  writer;
announcer;  commeniators.
tychniyions. producers,  df
reciory etc

Gurty Moore tnsists he 15 “a wider

arned to talk” and he cer
Buck in the days wheh he
s Thomas Gurrison Morfit, and at
tending  Hewgh Sthool his home
town of Rultimore Garry wrote a
play with the late K. Scott Fitzgerald,
which never produced, The little comedy did have one
important result. 1t infected Garvy with the writing busg.
Scanning his home town for a job, he finally landed one with
a loeal station as continuity writer. Garry was as happy as a
bee in a honey-pot until that erucia) day when the comedian
on the station’s variety show fell ill, and Moore was sum-
moned to fill the spot. That did it! Garry found himself
per m.u\em!v assigned as a comedian, and finally quit in frus-
e Later, in St. Louis, Garry found himself suddenly
switched from a pleasant niche as @ sports and news an-
nouncer into still another comedy job. Suddenly, he found
himself on CBS, co-starred with Jimmy Durante, in a show
which was a five-season hit. Recently, he teok aver the emeee
chore on "Take It Or Leave It,” which he promptly pulled
out of the doldrums. As u quiz-master, Garry has proved that
a question-and-answer program can be presented with imagi-
nation and showmanship, without leaning toe heavily upon
tricky devices. He has shown that money can be given away
on the amr with no sserifice i entertainment value, For
superh showmanship, imagination in presenting an old
format, and just plain talent, therefore, this month’s Rapio
BEsT Silver Mike Awned goes to Garry Moore.

Take It Or Leave It, seems
quite overjoyed as he re

"y ceives Silver Mike from
program’s producer, Wil
liam Lawrence

then you'll probably snicker twice as often as the stadio audicnce

WWW americanra
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REPORT TO
THE LISTENERS

by SAUL CARSON
* ok ok k k k X

A STARTLING NEW MOVEMENT IS UNDER WAY, THREATENING THE VERY
FOUNDATION OF BROADCASTING AS WE KNOW IT ToDAY. That foundation.
as you may or may not be aware, is based on a double standard: It's
one thing in law, somethiny else in practice. By statute, the air belongs
to the people—a category which presumably includes not only Mr. and
Mrs. Listener but all the brood thereof. Actually, broadcasters like to
keep the listener anywhere within range of a loudspeaker but alto-
gether out of the radie control reom and away from the transmitter
that sends those sounds into the public air. Well, that's what may be
changed, if this new movement succeeds. The listener is about to get
into the act in a big way,

B NOW, I'VE BEEN FOR MORE AND MORE LISTENER-PARTICIPATION IN
RADIO, AND SHOULD BE EXPECTED TO ENDORSE THE NEW INCURSION
HEARTILY. However, I'm soft. My heart bleeds for the broadcasters
too. Because the origin of the threatened listener-migration is wrapped
in such great respectability, the broadcaster dares not open his yap—
lest he risk hearth and home, not to mention the profit from spot un-
nouncements. That origin, you see, is none other than the Girl Scouts
of America. How can any businessman stand up against The Woman
of Tomorrow? Broadcasters must maintain silence, and moan quietly
midst their modulators, fret fitfully among their sobbing frequencies.
But someone must speak for ther. So for the nonce—if I can only
push the tongue back far enough into cheek—1 shall rise to the defense
of the broadeasters. And in that spirit, I announce: “Down With the
Girl Scouts!™

B IT SEEMS THERE ARE 613,000 “INTERMEDIARY" GIRL SCOUTS, RUN-
NING IN AGES FROM 10 To 14. Those are the littlerdarlings now being
trained for the revolution in radio. Not that that is the way the Girl
Scout leaders put it. Here is what the ladies say: “Young people are
to be encouraged to earn a new award, the Girl Scout Radio Badge. To
earn the badge, a girl must learn something about how radio programs
are built. must analyze her own listening habits, must hecome con-
struetively eritical as befits the zen of a democratic society.” The
bobbysox brigade will, hereafter, storm studios not for the purpose of
ge!ting autographs but to learn what makes programs ti Critics
in pigtails will tear programs apart. To gain g eater proficiency, they
will be asked to h what many a pr | radio critic has
never dared attempt—write 2 15-minute show. and even prepare com-
mercial announcements for the air.

B Do YOU SEE WHERE THIS LEADS? Ten years from today, thousands
of young matrons will be taking the floor to sound off about radio
before tity clubs, church groups, gin rummy circles and parent-teacher
associations. It will be difficult to dismiss them as erackpots or dilet-
tantes, for they will display proudly upon their hosoms that award of
proficiency, the Girl Scout Radio Badge. (Some. indeed, may earn also
an oak leaf cluster, perhaps for having bearded H. V. Kaltenborn or
interviewed that NBC executive who has ruled that diapers may be
mentioned on the air—but only when they are dry,) These women,
grown not only to maturity but also to masachistic delight in baiting
hroadcasters, may go so far as to ask questions of commentators who
know all the answers, stick needles into soap shows, probe delicate
pinkies into radio’s professed concern for “public interest.” There is
no telling where such meddling may lead.

B FOR OVER 25 YEARS, BROADCASTING HAS BEEN GETTING BY WITHOUT
INTERFERENCE FROM LISTENFRS. And what have the boys in the business
got out of it—except about a half-billion bucks a year in gross rev-
enue? Do they care about the money ? Look how much quiz shows give
away! And jsn’t it broadcasting that has enriched our culture with the
jingle that glorifies, the disc jockey who rides herd on all his betters,

“You too, can be

an Abe Burrows o
wddict. You'll

find bim @ hablt

worth acquiring.”
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the triple-threat commercial that starts out with u cow-caicher and
edwes into a hiteh-hike? Is all this to be changed at the behest of # host
of new radio erities trained by the Girl Scouts? Privately, 1 may hope
0. But { can make up for harsh thoughts by spending the rest of the
year—as 1 propose to do—praising chiefly what's good in radio. The
broadcasters cannot be that immedest. They must simply stay silent.
So on behulf of these, my brethren in the industry, 1 throw down the
gage to the enemy. Down with the Girl Scouts! Whe do 'they think
owns the air, anyway? The people?

PROGRAM NOTES

If you haven't yet acquired the Abe Burrows habit, listen to him
Soturday nights, ot 7:30 over CBS. You'll become an addict in no fime.
He is a comedy gog-writer who got into the broadcasting safon
literally through the saloon daor, having been a writer for “Duffy's
Tavern.” For his and for the enli g of dull
Hollywood parties, he b: hed into

buffoonish | ing of Tin
Pan Alley’s tintypes. He sang these songs, in his fog-horn-type voice,
only ot private parties until CBS gave him the air. Now you, too, can
thuckle at what has made Clark Gable and Norman Corwin howl. Try
him at your dial. He's a hahit worth acquiring, and so easy to cultivate.

There ore two new quiz shows on the air—Groucho Marx’s burden,
on ABC, Wednesdoy nights ot 9:30; and “R.F.D.~America,” on Mutual,
Thursdays at 9:30 p.m. Morx's opus is disoppointing; the other has the
freshness of clear, country oir.

The trouble with the Marx show is that it's unimaginafive. If Marx
is to be on the air—and I'd like to heor him regularly and often—he must
have a wriler who can etch satire with acid, or weave sheer, senseless
tomfoolery. His present vehicle gives him opportunity to use neither of
these high talents. Consequently, he's somewhat on the pathetic side, an
artist manacled in cobwebs, | think he deserves a better, o fairer, fate.
| disagree with those who hold that the trouble with the Groucho Marx
show is that the stor belongs to the category of comedian whose appeal is
solely visual. The same thing was said of Danny Kaye when he wos Ihrown
off the air, after o two-year trial; and the error in that case was just as
egregious. If you need proof of the fact that the trouble with Marx now—
as with Kay® earfier—is the writing, rather than the fact that the comedian’s
prime appeal is to the eye, via stage or films, | cite the casé of Eddie
Cantor. There is an entire generation of rodio listeners that does not even
know that Cantor's great "visual” success was due to his goggle eyes,
nimble feet and, often, to his black-face. Yet Cantor has piled up Hoop-
eratings year to year, in spite of the fact that those symbols of earlier
success do not register on the loud speakers. No, the trouble with radio’s
failure to moke use of people like Marx and Kaye is not their “visual”
character, but rather the thinness of the flimsy material furnished to them.

Bul if quiz shows have to be on the air, listen to “R.F.D." As you
can tell by the title the show is interested primarily in the agrieultural
audience.

However, so many city slickers come from the sticks, that they are
bound to be interested too. What distinguishes this program above other
quiz pieces is not only the facl that the quizzees are all from the farm,
but alse that the guizmaster, Joe Keily. treats them without insult or
condescension—just as 1f they were human beings of average inteli-
gence. Many of the questions deal with matters that may seem esoteric
to the city dweller, concerning crops. animal-disea farm
or practices, etc. But general questions are asked also, on the theory
that the farmer is not a clod who never reads u newspaper and knows
less than his urban neighbor about politics, movies, jazz or even the
finer arts. The “prizes” given away on the show are lavish. The guizzee
who stays through the program to the end ¥ets a load of loot, the title
of “Master Farmer of the Week,” and another whack at a new stack

of hooty the followmg Thurxddy mght But if the wealth disbursed

like on all ans rhyme or reason, the
rhvthm of "R.F.D." is, nonelheles~ right. The show was originated,
and is beinyg produced, by the man who invented “Quiz Kids,” one
named Louis G. Cowan. In spite of the $500 diamond rings he gives
away as “consolation” prizes to the losers on this new show, he is still
my master radioman of the month.

“Quix emcee Joe
Kelly shows how
contestants can
be treated os
sensible lolhs."

"Groucho Marx is
worthy of o far
better vehicle
than his present
show’s material.”
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“EASY " MONEY by K2 ...Tips to quiz amateurs

MIKE FRIGHT I NONCHALANT WINNER

You've waited six months for this chance at easy 1 Thig fellow wouldn't blink an eyelash if they gave
money, but the big chance finds you wanting. Didn’t ; him the keys to Fort Knox. Look Bud! That stuff is
you expect it, when you've always thought of the best d real money! You can buy all sorts of enchanting things
retorts the day after quarreling with your wife?

with it. Unimpressed? Oh, what a fib!

*SORE AND ACHING LOSER THE KNOW-IT-ALLS
“I didn’t expect to win, anyway,” he weeps, S they The smartest folks sit at home, listen to all the

lead him out quietly. But after a couple of weeks of easy quiz programs and feel so, so superior; unless

grief, he'll be back to try again, and maybe lose again. they're the kind who swoon and ery “Great Scott, Ive NALS)

What a heck of a life this guy leads! just lost a fortune!” . . . Then brood all day. ﬂofisslo

ONTH ™ 21
. L Xt ™
www americanradiohistorv com
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over the
bridge tables
of America

the fame
of Tampax

spreads

A East. West, North and South
NO PINS —they all have plenty ta say
I whien new methods and new

products are discussed. And
Tampax scares a lot of ponrs
in these woman-to-woman debates when
they rurn to the subject of monthly sani-
tary protection. There's praise for the
daintiness of Tampax, for its reliability,
for its comfort —and special thankful-
ness from the one of the four who
mightn’'t have shown up ac all except
for Tampax!

*

Tampax has saved many embarrassing
situarions because 1€ cansof cause odor or
edge-lines bencath the clothing. (Being
used internally, Tampasx requires no belts,
no pins. no external pads.) Invented by a
docror. Tampax is made of pure surgical
cotton contained in patented throw-away
applicators, Jesigned for easy insertion.
When in place the Tampax is mvisible
and unfelr. It is easily disposabte—only
1/15 the bulk of external napkins.
Tampax is helping licerally millions to-
day —why not you? Sold at drug or
notion counters in 3 absorbencies. A
month’s needs wifl slip into a purse.
Tampax Incorporated, Palmer, Mass.

Accepted for adverioung by
the Jourmal of ke Ametican Medical

TAMPAX INCORPORATED RB-38-C
Palmer. Mass.

Please send me in plan wrapper a tial peckage of
Tampax. 1 caclose Jo¢ {stamps of silver) w0 cover
cost of mading. Size is checked belo
) xeGuLaz ) surmn ) yorion

N

Adiress

o S ——
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Arnold Slang, the comedian who could read o stock
market reporf and get laughs, explains “‘Hoo Hal"

PORTRAIT IN BRIEF

Some heretic—perhaps it was Eddie Cantor himself —claims that
Arnold Stang once implored Cantor to let him join his show, but that
Canmr objected. “Look, Arnold,” the comedian is supposed to have said,

“you've heard how Wednesday is called *Bing’s-day?" If 1 put you on
my program, Thursday will be ‘Dooms-day’!”

That, to. Arnold Stang enthusiasts, who think his “Gerard” on
the Henry Morgan show is just about as funny as anything can be, is
a canard of the basest kind. They'll borrow a line from Gerard himself
—his famous one about Hollywood—and counter belligerently, “What's
not to like?”

There is plenty to like about this 23-year-old little guy (anybody
taller than 5 feet 3 ean look over Arnold’s head) who comes, not from
Brooklyn, but from Chelsea, Massachusetts. Stang was only 11 when
he sky-larked to New York one Saturday morning without asking his
parents’ permission, just to see if he could get an opportunity to
broadeast. “It was pretty serious stuff for me.” Arnold recalls, “and
ag [ waited for my turn at the microphone, my tongue dried up.like
a rasher of bacon in a furnace. My knees clacked like-castinets and the
cold sweat on my brow could have raised the Atlantic Ocean at least
two inches."

But the judges, watching Master Stang's antics, decided that here
was the comedy find of the century. The next week the 1l-year-old
received a letter from the New York station, asking him if he would
like to air his talents over the week-ends. It was what actors call a
running part. Ma and Pa Stang took this development calmly, not sure
whether they should be proud or embarrassed.

Since that first shining success, Arnold has done quite nicely. in
radio. He weighs all of 110 now, looks exactly like what you’d expect
him to look, and is an earnest, serious, bespectacled young fellow who
takes his work, especially the character of “Gerard,” very seriously.
Stang insists that he is more concerned right now with getting good
comedy material than in making a lot of money.

It was Joe Stein, Henry Morgan's writer, who helped start the
hilsrious “Gerard” spots. Stang was along when Stein and his wife.
Sadie, were making 2 tour of Hollywood. Stein
liked Hollywoed and said so to Sadie. “What's
not to like?” asked Mrs. Stein, calmly, and
out of that came the “Gerard” routines on the
Morgan program.

They’re after Arnold to appear on other
shows, but he’s getting an exclusive pact with
Morgan that will give him featured billing.
It's not going to be too long before Stang is ree-
ognized as something more than just a stooge for
his fellow comics. But he’s in no hurry. Clowning
on other people’s shows, Stang maintains, pays
off in 10-ton laughs and half-ounce headaches
Not to mention a beautiful dollar every week

Could he do, maybe, the same thing in Chelsea,
Massachusetts?

www americanradiohistorveeom:

Donny Thomas escorts lovely
Virginia Mayo to Hollywood fefe.

THAT'S HOLLYWOOD

Where an actor, up for a lead
role in an outdoor epic, had to go
to the Hitching Post Theatre
(their programs are exclusively
Westerns) to see what a horse
looks like Where, if you're
really particular, you can get your
shoulder pads custom made or buy
a Christmas tree confected out of
pure white mink for & trifling
$8000. . . Where a movie lovely,
getting a lot of gold fillings put
into her pretty choppers, cracked,
“Now I'm a cinch to be buried at
Fort Knox!" . . . Where one of
the biggest comics has stopped
telling people his age. Now he just
touches wood. . - Where prnducer
John Guedel once lined up nine
cooks from famous movie stars’
homes for an air interyiew and
then discovered that the stars just
couldn’t believe they weren't want-
ed for the interview. Four of them
arrived at the broadeast with
their cooks. . . Where Groucho
Marx claims sound was first in-
troduced in the movies when they
installed popcorn machines in the
lobby. . . Where smart bonifaces
who operate television sets in their
tuverns are now charging $20 for
a front row seat for sporting
events. .. Where talent agents are
eurrently offering their clients to
the studios with this recommenda-
tion: “He has no talent but he’s
Republican.” .. And where, accord-
ing to Bob Hope, in his introduc-
tion to Andrew Heeht’s new book
of anecdotes, “Hollywood Merry-
Go-Round,” unless a Hollywood
sprout of 12 months “can come up
with three quotuable lines about
pablum and *a funny thing hap-
pened to me at the diaper service
today’. the child is regarded as a
tentative imbecile.”” .. But it’s still
our favorite madhouse!

Paut Holahan wetches
bride-to-be Helen Forre
Han wedding liense,
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24 Inspiration for Adventures of

Those AMUSING

Nelsons

Ozzie and Harriet
read the seript of
their hilarious
domestic

comedy series.

[} Ozzie and Harriet are the real
i Tife Nelson boys, tow-headed
Rickie and Cub Scout Dovid,
pictured with their parents.

Tm: NELSONS of 1847 Rogers Road are
not called “America’s favorite young
couple,” purely as a matter of “build-up,”
in many ways, they are. There’s a real-
ism in “The Adventures of Ozzie and
Harriet” that 1s almost entirely lacking
in most top-flight comedy shows. The
average young couple find it easy to iden-
tify themselves the Nelsons; Ozzie as a
good-natured, blundering young man
portrays the kind of fellow most young
married men believe themselves to be,
and their wives usually agree; Harriet
represents the kind young wife, tolerant,
wise and lovely, most young women envi-

Henry Blair and Tommy Bernard play
the Nelson children on the program.

sion themselves, and their husbands hope
for.

It may seem that the women get the
best of this deal, and they probably do.
There’s a reason. The average husband
™ pay the billd for silverware, but it's
his wife who picks it out. In addition,
the average man has learned from earli*
est childhood to be able to ‘take’ a good
joke on himself.

Ozzie Nelson, who at one time made
up his mind to be an athlete and at an-
other to be a lawyer, was born in Jersey
City, N. J, on March 20, 1907. When he
was 14 he was the youngest Eagle Seout

Contlased on Page 26

That Nelson *‘fomily” circle, on ond
off the air is & barrel full of funfest.
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Par N | b NG

N 3 ) 7 ith wi Walker at left

CA Good will ambassa-  Thomas holds friendly chat with wife  The late limmy """ stands ofongside Major General B Softball game between Thomas's “Nine Old Men”

AMER NE dor Thomas Ggme'! of an old friend, Sir Hubedt Wilkins.  Chennault of “Flying Tigers™ & 08, BliC e L/l Thomas. | and rampant *White House Purgers™ interests FDR.
visitor King eorge

of Greece.

Colonel T. E. Lawrence, left, and Lowell Thomas takes up quarters with
Thomas, in Arobia during Heijoz Revolf. Allenby’s army near Jerusalem.

eug “ By John Garrison

Ir TRAVEL really broadens one, Lowell Thomas, by |
this time. should be at least as wide a8 his voast-to-

coust radio audience! Pick 2 spot on the globe and |
you may be sure the nomadic Thomas has been there

and had a chat with its most prominent citizens.

Pick any field of endeavor. and vou'll probably find

Lowell Thomas has been in it. 1n other words, this 4
fellow's really been around!

Gold miner, cowpuncher, cotlege professor, 1e-
porter. editor, historian, biographer. world traveler,
radio hews and movie newsreel commentator, lec-
turer, zuthor of more than 40 books. explorer . . .

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
set out for spin
around the globe,

WWW americanraeh

o

Just before taking off for a Right from Egypt to Jerusalem.
it took Israelites 40 years for trip. Thomas — 40 minutes.

- but why go on? This adventurer has already
experienced more than most men might in 2 dozen
lifetimes.

Born in Woadington, Ohio, in 1892, the son of
Harry and Harriet Thomis, he was reared in a
Colorado gold cump. In his teens, young Lowell
worked as a sold miner and cow puncher. After
attending and veceiving degrees from four univer-
gities, he became a faculty member of Princeton
University in 1914, teaching English Literature.
BMost pedants would have considered themselves set
for life, but to Thomas it was only a way stop.
Maybe he suw the present tenching crisis even that
fur baek!

During World Wor 1 he was named chief of a
eivilian mission sent to Europe by President Wilson
to prepare an historicul record of the war. Before
e started broadeasting for CBS in 1930, Thomas

Thomas seen with New York's
late mayor, Fiorello LaGuardia.

Cartaonist George McManus, creator of “Siggs”
plays the guest on Thomas national broadcast.

e 1

Lowell Thomas, in the center, as historian of man’s first flight around world.
Flonking him are the six Army fiiers who made the hozardous expedition in 1925.

wus widely known chiefly as & lecturer and biog-
rapher of Lawrence of Arabin, Count Luckner (the
Sea Devil} and as historian of man's first flight
around the world.

Thomas, probably the most widely known of
sereen commentators, hus been the “voice” of 20th
Century-Fox Movietone News since 1935.

In 1937, Thomas reported the Coronation of
Britain's King George VI to Americx, and, with war
clouds hovering over Europe, alao broadcast from
Paris and Rome during that year. In 1943, be took
off on unother junket, this time to Rio de Janeiro,
Santiago and Lima. Two years later. with World
War 11 entering its closing stuges, he went overseas
to broadcast from London, Paris. Luxembourg and
Rome. Immediately upon his return. he set out for
the Pacific theatre. He zired his news broadcasts
from Cairo. New Deihi. Manila. Guam, Iwo Jima.
Okinawa and finally from Chungking where he in-
terviewed Chiang Kai-shek.

Lowell Thomas has been married to the former
Frances Ryan since August, 1917. They have one
son, Lowell Jr., who is attempting to follow in his
father's footsteps as a newsman. Junior will have
to develop a long stride to keep up with his father
—the reporter with seven-league-boots! .
Costinned on Next Page
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INTERLOCKING HANDS
PRINCIPLE
EST SLIMTEX Supporter Belt
10 DAYS AT OUR EXPENSE

you can have that smoath streamlined

“Interlocking Hands"
Drineiple. Prove it yourselt. thin erep was

MAKE THE MIRROR TESTI
Do_thia—stand before your mireor ip an ordi;

the
onds youll have a SLIMMER ampenrance, hou.
tifuliy slenderized, ready to wear smailer pize
resses, gorgeonly streaalin
The “lateriocking Honds™ wlndpt-
Sonyinee yourselt send the o

todny.
TRY Siimiex Abdorminal Senporior B Stordy
nonestretah m.m ix it in with the slustic

ou chere
Teed " Towatt the “Tnterlocking Hands"

test gictured bere—nod you'll aquickly under-
stand what Slimtex does for youl

10-Day TRIAL OFFER

Convince yourself—send the Coupor
TRY Siimbex At gur axbence L 16 ant tharmughiy
deighted with the immediate results, return
your Shimtex within 10 days and your momey
il be cheerfully refunded
MAKE THIS TEST NOW WITH YOUR OWN HANDS
interlock the fingera of both hands over abdo-
men, ax 1n ilustration. then bress upwards and

f coursd you dof And thats pre.

coupon wdny, and teat
1t at hom

MAIL COUPCN TODAY

ard Green Ca., Depr. W433
|nw 57th St New York 19, M. Y.
| s Swporier Tt

Wip Measure Wit Measure
Nawe.
Address.

) Cherk herg 11 $5.93 enclowed and ne
MR L gL ot ond v pay
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7 LEAGUE-BOOTS — has Lowell Thomas

continued

Young giobe trotter Lowell Thomas pays a call on the Sultan
of Perak, potentate of cne of the Maloy States in Far East.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas on their 25-thousand-mile global trip
are met at Berlin by the famous architect Gustave Lindenthal,

3

War correspondent Thomas gets his interview with Essad
Pasha ot portal to his palace before ex-ruler's mssassination,

www.americanradiohistorv.com

Those AMUSING

SONS conticved

David and Rickie Nelson cook up
their own Mother's Day present.

in the country and with several
other scouts was sent to the
Olympic games in Antwerp, Bel-
gium. In 1923, he entered Rut-
gers University and soon was
Varsity quaterback, welterweight
boxing champien, and a member
of the swimming and lacrosse
teams. He then tried out for the
glee club and was turned down.
Nothing daunted. Ozzie organ-
ized a student orchestra and sang
and played at campus uffairs
Although he continued his school-
ing until he received his law
degree, Ozzie decided to chuck
it and stick with music. He or-
sanized his own band and soon
had all the work he could handle,
broudcasting from roadhouses
and New York hotels.

Pretty Harriet Hilliard joined
the hand in 1933 as a vocalist
after Ozzie ‘discovered’ her i a
movie short, when he was eaught
in a thundershower in Des
Moines one duy and ducked into
a movie. He made arrangements
to meet her and she was socon
singing with the band

Harriet had served a long and
thorough apprenticeship as an
actress and singer since early
chitdhood, making her stage de-
but at the age of six weeks in
her home town of Des Moines.
As she describes 1t, “My part was
small, with little dialogue but
plenty of changes.”” By the time
she had reached her teens, Har-
riet had several seasons to her
credit as dramatic actress with
a stock company. After finishing
school, she returned to the stage
and played thie Keith-Orpheum
circuit with Ken Murray and
Bert Labr, and later as a soloist,

Two vears after Ozzie and
Harriet met in 1935, they were
married. They have two chil-
dren, David Ozzie, 8, and Eric
Hilliard, 5, both of whom provide
much of the material which goes
to make up their parents’ radio
show. Another aid to authen-
ticity is that the Nelsons do not
have to exert their memories
greatly to recall so many of the
amusing trials of a young band-
leader and his wife in their
struggle for success and security
for their famity.
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“Longhair” program'’s
continved success

for over seven years
proves demand for

“Stand By” signals Harrison J. Cowan, producer of “Symphonette,”

ONE TRANSCRIBED musical program which has not been
hampered by the “Petrillo ruling’ of no more recording s the

“Symphonette.” The reason for Symph e's ad is

good music.

as Mishel Piastro, conductor, awaits that “go ahead’ signal.

unused material to carry the program almost half wuy through
1948. In addition Mishel Piastro has conducted over 2,000

purely accidental, but it 1y certainly welcome to the sponsor and
producers. In the very beginning of the program, more thun
seven years ago, it was found impossible to bring toxether uli
the members of the Symphonette for regular live broadcasts.
Men like Mishel Piastro, Joseph Shuster and others. ineluding
almost half of Lhe original thirteen musicians had heavy concert
schedules 1 addition to their work with the New York Phil-
harmonic. The program could only be presented through electri-
cal transeription.- As Lhe Symphonetie grew to its present size of
fifty-five musicians, it was found necessary to continue the prac-
tice of recording well in advance Ag a result, the first of the
year, and the recording ban found Symphonette with enough

Something seems nmusing as
Mishel Piastra left) and
cello soloist Leonord Rose
look over a new score.

tons for the program. an imposing amount, and most
of {hem would lose nothing in being broadeast again.

The Symphouette hus made u practice of plaving movements
of symphoniex, concerti und sonutas on its programs for a double
purpose: limitations of time, and the need for variety. Inei-
dentally, this practice was common in Beethoven's time.

The Symphonenn has been voted lhe outstanding concert
orchestra in radio in u poll of 600 music editors and crities. In
1946, the Nutional Federation of Music Clubs honored Mishel
Piastro and the Symphonette for “their great contribuiion to
the cause of beiter music” Foriunately, the program will con-
tinue to mike its contribution

In care Camegie Hall concerts, orchestro draws packed house.
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1/"VOTED No.1 GAL WARBLER

To her many laurels as a radio perforier. Miss Dinah Shore

now may add the distinction of having won the kapio BEST
National Gul Warbler Poll — first in u series of popularity polls
conducted among our rewler-listeners. Our readers apparently
agree with a recent poll of radio editors throughout

- the natian, which also put Miss Shore out in front.

She did not. however, hreeze through the poll un-
challenged. Iinal voting placed Jo Stafford as a

lead.ing contender for top honors. Shore and Stad-

ford. hetween the two of them polled more votes than the next

four ders comhi

{. The combined vote for hoth gal
warblers was nearly half the total of voles cast, -

Miss Shore. who got her big start with Lddie ﬁ A
Cantor. 15 uow star of her own show with .~

.

JO STAFFORD 1§ NO. 2

CHOICE IN

Harry James. over CBS, It is noteworthy that she
Ireld a etear lead thronghout the voting, while Jo
Stafford clinbed from fifth place in the semi-finals
o vrowd close upon her dieels for a big second
all the votes were in.

another hig upset, by climbing from
the field to cop third place. white Frances Langford slipped
from her position as mnner-up to fourth place in the finals.
Peggy Lee, Just harely nosed out Ginny Sims for fifth place,
while Ginny dropped abruptly to sixth plave from her previous
position on third. Left far in 1he rear. was a field inclnding such

Neal. Joan Wheat-
rd, Thelma Carpen-

names as loan Edwards. Kate Smith, Mar
ley. Jane Russell. Jeri Sulli
ter and Lina Romay.

an, Bugene Ba

N
47 gon 2

/ Y
FRANCES )
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NATIONAL

POLL
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Favorite comedian?
Well, it ain't
Mortimer Snerd!

CHARLIE MCCARTRY
e

EDGAR BERGEN ANITA GORDON

| b PETER
DONALD

EDBIE

(Rochestar}

ANDERSON

3¢

Popularity*
Poll -+ &2

01 sur monTh

BOB BURNS

www americanradiohistorv com

PUBLIC INVITED
TO NAME NATION'S

FAVORITE AIR COMICS AR
7 HARRY
¥ (Parkyokorkus)
by s troubled times. perhuaps the most EINSTEN

important job of radie ix bringing a few
light-hearted moments to those miltions of us
who are so frequently depressed by a glanee
at the latest headlines. There’s nathing like a
good lzugh te cleanse the soul and make us
approach those terrify ing news dispatches with
a fresh outlook that makes it seem possible
this old world will wet on a few more duys.

Just who are these fellows who, with a
few well-turned jests, make us feel things
aren’t 8o bad after all? Yes, we said fellows.
We don't want. anyone's judgment to be in-
fluenced by a pretty face. The fices pictured
on these pages may not all be pretty, but they
helong to men who are welcomed as old friends
in millions of American homes. Which is your
favorite?

Who is America's favorite funny man?
Well, there may be a lot of answers to that
one. Some folks hold with Hooper surveys. but
are they accurate? Ayencies and sponsors
usually consider one “looper” point to repre-
sent between 700-thousand and one-million
listeners, On the basis of 140-million people,
that leaves about 42-million folks unaccounted
for. So . . . we'll just take our own poil.

A lot of possible national favorites im-

Continved on Next Page

{Fibber McGee)

JORDON

THOMAS

JIMMY
DURANTE

JACK CARSON

: 3

JACKIE XELK JIM BACKUS

‘{Gildersleeve]

EDDIE
CANTOR

OFFICIAL BALLOT
WHO'S YOUR FAVORITE
RADIO COMEDIANY

Mail this ballot to

Favorite Comedian Poll

Ramio BEST, 452 Fifth Ave, N. Y, IX N. Y
13481

MY FAVORITE RADIO COMEDIAN 15:
Condidate .

My Name - I

Occupution Age
Address _

City, Zone State_
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Popularity*
Poll - - |who’s your
o W favorite
comedian?

Continued

mediately come to mind. Is il
Fred Allen, Jack Benny, Edgar
Bergen, Fibber McGee, Red
Skelton, “Archie” Gavdner, Hen-
ry Morgan, Abbott and Costello,
Jimmy Durante. George Burns,
Eddie Cantor, Jack Carson, Garry
Moore, Arnold Stang?

You needn’t confine your vote
to these or other network per-
sonalities. Your favorite male
comedian nmay be some lecal
broadeaster. If so, we'd like to
know about him, and so would
the stars themselves. Remember
this poll is confined to radie
comedians  (not  comediennes ),
and be sure to send in your bal-
lot early.

BALLOT APPEARS
ON PRECEDING PAGE

 (Archic)

7 CARDNER

CHARLES

{Andy)

FRANK CORRELL

MORGAN

GEORGE
BURNS

GOSDEN

32

who’s
the
I nation’s

most glamorous

disc jockey?

The girls huve moved into
disc jockeying, and so many
of them are worth seeing, as
well as henring, that RADIO BEST
continues fto give fans a
glimpse of these gals’ eye-
appeal. Meanwhile, name your
candidates for the title of
“Most Glamorous DiscJockey.”

* % % JUNE MERRILL

June Merrill . . . a nominifty from the windy city i
date for the month in our Mest Glamorous Dise Jock
stakes. Miss Merrill. who was Chicago’s first feminine disc
conducts the WENR Fireside Thoughts program every weck-
night. fer program features recordings of concert arrangements
of medern music including the orchestras of David Rose. Andre
Kostelanetz and Morton Gould. June refates humarous unecdotes
“for men only.” offers comments on new fashions for men, where
to vacation und how to dress, and tips on midright snacks to sate
the masculine appetite. All of this in her intimate voice and
manner that make her a “natural” for this sort of program

Blue-eyed. honey-haired June came to radio via the dance
hand route. After graduating from Flonda’s University of Miam,
she sang with un orchestra “just for the fun of it." After a hitch
of writing, producing and announcing her own program on a
home-town station, she came to Chicago in 1942 Since then, she
has been writer, actress and divector, downg well at ali of these
efforts. But she seems a girl most likely to succeed in her present
oceupation—as a glamour disc jockey.

Watlch for RADIO BEST complete picture balfot which
will be featured on these pages after all nominations
are in. WE'LL LET YOU CHOOSE, THE WINNER!

www americanradiohistorv. com
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Another -

Philadelphia W P E N has Philadelphia’s
“RADIO *most popular Disc Jockey Show

s | THE“950” CLUB
conducted by Joe Grady and Ed Hurst

Always playing to a capacity studio audi-
ence, WPEN's 950 Club is the most listened
to afternoon program on the philadelphin air-

waves today.

Tune in the 950 Club with Joe Grady and
Ed Hurst any weekday from 3:05 to 5:30 P.M.
Appealing to all ages, the 950 Club presents
the top tunes, the best-known bands and the

latest stars for a full afternoon of top-ﬂight

entertainment,

350

| WPEN

THE SUN RAY STATION IN PHILADELPHIA

*Most popular ac-
corcling toany radio
rating service.

THE 950 CLUB IS ALSO BROADCAST OVER WPEN-FM (102.9 MC)

www americanradiohistorv. com
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YOUR RECORD album of a Broadway musical may sound
iust like the show, but there’s a vast difference in the way it looks
on stage and at the recording studio.
Transposing o musical
into wax has become
an important by-product
of show business.
Records offer an opportunity
for the generat public to
become familiar with the score,
as well as helping theatre-
goers relive their favorite
moments. Newest in the long
list of shows on wax is High
Button Shoes, now packing the
Century Theatre, where it is
expected fo run for some time.
Other famous album hits have
been the historic Oklahoma,
Brigadoon, Porgy ond Bess,
Cali Me Mister, Bloomer Girl
and Finian’s Romnbow. Record
companies customarily scramble
to obtain album rights.
On these poges, everyone is in
working clothes, from colorful
stage costumery to recording-
studio deshabille, but there's
considerable contrast between
working with the High Butfon
Shoe and the High-Fidelity

Phil Silvers, o show-stopper from ‘way badk, “lays ‘em in the uisles”
nightly with his hilarious rendition of comedy song “There’s Nothing
Like A Model T.” Here is how he does it in the show, equipped with a
linen duster, eap and gas-buggy. It's more simply done in the studio.

Microphone!
“Can’t You Just See For Yourself?” is the song.
Mark Dawson and Lois Lee personify romance As © wind-up to the recording session, principals listen to play-back.
on the stage, but assume a more work-a-day This is the weary end of a Sunday recording session, and how different
= air when they do the song for studio mike.

a finale it is from the conclusion of each evening performance at the
Century Theatre, where the cast looks considerably more glamorous
when the stage manager directs— Let’s go, kids, on stage everybody!”

“q Still Get Jealous” is hit song-donce duet of show.
Nanette Fabrav and Jack McCavley do relatively se-
date version for waxing, but quite a bit of high kicking
is accompaniment of the act as put on behind footlights.

WWW americanra
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MICRQFUN

Cream of the Jests from Radio's
Top Comedy Programs

Daddy: Now go back to sleep and
dream nice pleasant dreams.

Snooks: | don't wanna! | wanna go
back and finish the old dream.

Daddy: But why shouid you want to
finish o nightmare?

Snooks: "Cause 't was about to drop
a big rock on your head!

Lulu: When | was ot the zoo 1 saw
a mother jackass, a father jackass
and a little boby jackass.

George: | didn't know jockasses
were maried.

Lulu: Oh sure! All jackasses are
married!

Sez CBS' Abe Burrows: “Of course,
rodio-listener ratings aren’t really im-
portant. A low rating doesn't neces-
sarily mean that o radio comedion has
a bad show. All it means is that he
loses his job."

Bob Mope How obout a little
kiss?

Gi: Oh, Rober, you always
want to spoon.

Bob Hope: How else can | stir
my sugar?

Mortimer Snerd. Wish | could git
rid o' these hiccups.

Edgar Bergen: Maybe holding your
breath while counting would help -
Look into my eyes and count ten.

Mortimer: That's siflyl . . . You've
only got two.

Jack Benny: Tell me, Phil, what
did the dactors do about your head-
ache?

Phil Harris: Plenty . . . them doc-
tors sure are smart, Jackson . . . First
they gave me a complete physical.
Then they gave me all the ollergy
tests. Then they checked my reflexes

. and then they psychoanalyzed

me.

Jack: And did they find out why
you have headaches?

Phil: Yeah, my band plays teo
toud.

A Friend: We haven't gotten to-
gether in a long time and I've missed
you.

Ed {Archie} Gardner:
cause you wasn'l aiming.

It ain’t be-

Pepper Young (Mason Adamst:
“The onfy reason everyone doesn't
subscribe to helping feed the hun-
gry is just because they've never
known how it felt, never dreamed
how real hunger felt. If they knew,
if they had experienced it, they
would not begrudge food to others;
they'd be the first to give it."”

36
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Thumbing through their own family al-
bums RADIO BEST has procured a fine collection
of today's stars us only their family and child-
hood playmates knew them. From this collec-
tion, we select three more of these tykes for
our own “little” quiz. With the heip of the accompany-
ing clues see if you can name them, but if they bafite
you, too, turn to page 62 for all the answers.

<% CAN YOU NAME HER?

What “stuge” presence, with
that winning smile, even at
age three! Only one possible

career for her and she fol-
lowed it Of course she has
been heard fur more often

than seen, more’s the pity, for
she has face and fixure to wo
with that sultry veiee which
is heard on daytime shows

CAN YOU NAME HIMP 35—

This little moppet should: be
familiar to Chicagouns as un
actor, announcer, mnartator

dise Jockey on  seven

's a week. Network his
ers will know his voice from
a nostalic little drama, broad-
cast each week.

If vou are o friend of the
radio actor, you'll be sure to
know his name

WV
y '\

<K CAN YOU NAME Him?

“Hello, hello. helio.” Yéu
cun see that affably quizzical
personality beginning to take
shape even at this time, when
he was less than a year old
This fameous red-head is a
very busy broadcaster. what
with his heavy schedule.

“Well, Bink — do I get that
raise, or do | get sloppy -8
with my diction ogain?” .

BINKS
BETTER CHEESE

GE‘,Q é HOUR

[, Hurwth 1.7
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COMING
ATTRACTIONS
of RADIO BEST
feature stories

% A PROGRAM IS BORN
AND DULY RECORDED

Radio shows don’t just happen,
they uare carefully worked out
ufter the original ides is ap-
proved, Agency, network and
sponsor bjg-wigs put their ex-
pensive heads together over each
tiny detail. and our camera-man
caught them in the act.

J JOCULAR JUGGLER FROM
BOSTON . .. FRED ALLEN

RADID BEST sent an ace reporter
to interview “Fred Allen, and
watch him put his show together.
He came back with some of the
irate Allei’s shirt-steeve opinions
on Hooper and Hoopla that will
start 1 whole series of contre-
versies.

* COMMAND PERFORMANCE
FOR UN-FORGOTTEN MAN

The war is over, but the lone-
liness lingers on, and Ameriea’s
top stars put their best efforts’ on
wax to be shipped out for the

entertainment of the G.Ls who've
gone back far another hitch. Our
exclusive picture-story tells how
it's done.

ALSO: SUCH REGULAR
FEATURES AS SEAT-ON-
THE DIAL, KATE SMITH AD-
VISES, CARTOONS BY ZiB,
BEST LISTENING LOG, QUIZ
ON KIDS, MICROFUN AND 15
OTHER DEPARTMENTS.
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y I can dream. can’t I?...
OR THE SECRET LIFE OF
- Peter

{dimwitty}

Donald

Selected as the man of

extinction, Peter qyitkly sieps

into the role of Torrid Toscader,
'+ top bulithrower of ald M.pdrid.i,

y Peter has always wanted
5 1o be a puppeteer and
““dreams of manipulating the
world's greatest wits,
fo wif: Senator Ford,
Harry Hershfield,
Joe Laurie, Jr.,

and the greafest

of them all,

Pefer Donald.

HERE IS a tide in the affairs of men
which taken at its flood produces that
stuff which screams are made of. Peter
Donald, the ready raconteur of "Cin You
Top This?”, proves what flights of fancy
his mirthful mind can reach wiile wait-
ing for the three wits to try te top him

over NBC every Friduy night. w ‘

Peter Von Haginsack Donald, Master Spy.  And Peter's dream girl sees him performing  Sitting on Top of the World, Pete strikes
Master of stolen jokes and gag switches. o stupendous feat as world's bubble champ. @ steady 1000 average on the laughmeter.
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VICE PRESIDENTS
ARE PEOPLE ...
Portrait of a

-
Franx E. MuLLen, NBC Executive Vice-President,
is not only a big man in the radio industry, but
is big physically. As a matter of fact. if you took
away hig blue serge suit and gave him a pair of
overalls, you'd find 1t difficult to distinguish between
him und a typieal midwest farmer. As it is. your
first impression is that he must have played tackle
for Minnesota (except that he attended lowa State.)
He's a direct-uction sort of fellow and comes right
to the point, but has a good sense of humor and is
an easy person to talk to. He knows un awful lot
about broadcusting. but ‘twas not always thus.

More thun twenty-five years ago, Frank Mullen
told his new boss at the National Stockman and
Farmer in Pittsburgh, Pa., “I don’t know a radio
from a chick hatchery.”

Mullen had come to Pittsburkh with no particu-
far visions of achievement in radio. lie had been
offered $7.50 u week more to work for the farm
publication than he had been earning as a1 news-
puper man”in Sioux City. That was reason enough.
As it happened. his new duties included writing the
rudio column and broadeasting farm pews over
KDKA.

Ilis was the first radio column ever dirvected to
farmers. It was wot long before he was receiving
fan letters from Farmers in 33 states, Canada, Cuba
and I'verto Rico. When the National Broadcasting
Company was organized in 1926, Mullen came to
New York to discuss the expansion of his farm
prosiam. He ended by beiny sent to Nebraska. by
the new network, to survey the possibility of origi-
nating a farm program from that state, the
geogriphical center of vhe United States.

1 spite of the attractive symbolism of such
point of origin, Mulien realized that the farm pro-
srams would best be done at Chieago, the agricul-
tuval cupital of the nation. He also convinced the
network heads that Chicago should be an originating
point: for all types of programs. As a result, Muflen
was assigned to Chicixa to open and operite offices
for NBC in that ¢ity.

That was in 1927, In the same yvear, he origi-
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Last year 4 tempest in a teapot was xet
off when the irrepressible Fred Allen was
cut off the air for insisting upon using a
wag aneut a mythieal network Viee Presi-
dent. The teapot came near to bursting
when other comedy stars took up the cudg-
eis for Allen. Many listeners came away
from the controversy feeling V.PJs were
coll-blooded, embittered dignitaries, all
members of a society for the Prevention of
Cheer and Amusement, dojorously pressing
tuttons each time a comedian threatened an
excess nf glec.

Beginning  with this issue, RADIO REST
hrings you a series of articles un network
Vice-Presidents—what they are like and
vhat they dn. First case in point is Frank
Mullen, Executive Vice-tesident of the
National Rroadeasting Company ., . ED.

al Farm anid
continued to

nated and preduced the fumous Nutio
Home 1four which. until this day. hus
be an important feature on NBC.

Abi a vear later. Mullen first met Niles Tram-
mell, now president of the network, and the twe
men hepin & business relationship which has grown
continually closer «Iunng the years. Mullen was
called Lo New York in 1934 to head the newly
formed Department of Information at RCA. aud
wis named a vice-president in 1939, When Tram-
mell became president. he made Mullen his vice-
president and general manager in August. 1940
This title was changed afterward to executive vice-
president in conformity with the executive set-up
in other members of the sprawling RCA famil;

Mullen born in Clifton, Kansas, on Aukust
‘10th. 1896. He attended grammar and high school
from a homestead in the br 1m helt of South
Dakota. where his father wax a lawyer and coun-
l: judge. At lowa State College. he studied for-
for a r. antd when a special fonestry regi-
mem was formed in 1917 for service overseas during
World War I, he left college and enlisted. Later, he
returned to college to fin his course, but speecial-
ized in agrieultural journslism and was graduated
with a4 B.A. Degree in 19220 Jt was Mullen the
Journulist who wis invited to Pittsburgh te become
Mullen the broadeaster.

Frank Mullen works in the city now. but he lives
its the country, comnuiting te New York from Con-
necticut. He is married sind has three sons, Russell.
Frank Jr.. and Peter His big three interests are
farming, radio and bridge. As a matter of faet,
there are some folks around town wha chim that
Mullen doesn't sleep. but stays up nights working
out new bridge plays. To get really nosey. he's
i appetite and hasn’t even a nod-
ding acqusintance with the “vleer brigade” As o
hoy, back home on the farm, he used to breukfast
A0 1. m. on pork chops, buckwheat cakes
and potatoes. He stitl is an early riser and has
never been able. to break the habit of eating large
hreakfasts.

g
3

radio
stars

Xenny Delmar mokes tike “Claghorn”

Garry Moore can take it or leave it

Connie Crowder as “Mom Webster”

have such
interesting
faces

Charlie Camtor makes like ““Finnegon’’

Edword Arnold waits for cwe

Kate Smith is never gloomy

N—

Ex s B

so you want to get into radio

The gateways to stardom are high, wide and voried-in this greatest of all talent fields.
There are no set rules for admission. Candidates can profif most by becoming acquainted
with the brief biographies of the siars who have travelled the high read to radio fame.

DON AMECHE is anothe:

has gone on for a sucee:

made in American radio” preduct who
ul career in films. Don attended pub-
i heol in Kenosha, Wis., his birthplace. then matriculated ot
St. Hﬂ man’s in Marton, lows. Completing his hberal arts edu-
cation at Cotumbia College 1n Dubuque, lowa. he displayed
aptitude for both sports and dramatics. ile ignored both fields
in choosing a cureer, however. Temporarity bent on becoming
alawyer, he entered law school at Marquette, then Georgetown,
and thence to the Unsversity of Wisconsin.

Accidental Break  While ut this last school, he was discovered
by a stock company manager whose leading mad had been in-
jured in an automobile accident. The show business bug bit
him and he forwot law for his interest in acting, woing on to
New Yark to try his luck. Fiske O'Hara gave him the juvenile
lead in “Jlerry for Short”

Joined Texas Guinan After that, he toured in vaudevilie
with the late Te Guinan. In Chicago. he was asked to take
a radio audition. He clicked at once and has remained since
one of the tep numes in the hroadeast-entertainment industry.

MEL BLANC began his dramatic career ab the tender age of
seven, when he moved from Sun Franeisco to Portland, Oregon
where his teachers thought they had five udditional pupils in
any class he attended, for even then Me! was addicted. to
mimicry. A new voice to little Mel as exciting as a new
h:«l to the average vouny woman — he could hardly wait 1o try
it out,

Joined Small Band Upon graduation from high school, Mel,
who Rad learned to play the violin and the tuba. joined s small
band which toured the West Coast for a year or so. His first
ridio hreak came in 1927 when he returned to Portland and
ot a job singing comedy sonits on the “Hoot Owls” progran.
Later he wrote, directed, and played all twelves voices on “Cob-
webs and Nuts” six times a week.

Clicked with Penner  After a year of knocking al agent's
doors and wearing out henches in casting offices, he auditioned
for the Joe Penner show and was sixned to do severul veices.
That was all Mel needed. In. 19 Warner Brothers put him
on their payroll to do (he voices of Buws Bunny, Porky the Pig
and Daffy Duck. Today he supplies 9% of the voices used in xll
Warners' unimated cartoons. Mel's fame as 2 master dialecti
cian spread and was soon heard on every toy radio show you'd
care to name, ut one time or another. Today Mel Blane is on
top: of the heap.

JOSEPH CURTIN, who pl,‘)q the role of Jerry North in CBS'
comedy-myslery and Mrs. North,” is both a Har-
vard and Yale man — which

started is an actor. Beginning when he was ten
his native Cambridge, Mass., he put in five years playing what-
ever boy roles came along in plavs produced by the Harvard
47 Workshop. When it eame time for him to go to college.
he wou u scholarship at Yale, and speat three vears in New
Haven studying dramatics

Worked to Play  When he v\dalll brhind the footlixhts, he
was behind the counter in th e eafeteria. helping defray
his expenses, Leaving New Haven, Curtin crossed the country
to Sunta Barbara, Calif. where he pul in x season playimis
Juventes at the Lobero Theater. His first visit to New York
ledt to a full season with Maude Adums and Otis Skinner ip
“The Merchant of Vence.”

Gets Big Break  Next stop for Curtin w:
Hampden. Curtin's first network radio assignment came in
1934, in CBS’ "Roses and Drums.” The next couple of yeurs
found him commuting between stage and radio, New York,
Chicago and a summer plavhouse at Ogunguit, Me. Back n
New York, he was hunded a plum in the "Second Husband™
series and oot featured nn any number of network shows
When “Mr.and-Mrs North" beyan about five yeurs age, Curtin
sigmed for the male half of the titk role, and has pliyed
il since,

s old. in

tour with Walter
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“ 4} Studio Plays Host to

Thousands of Small Fry

iRt 7 . .

! H\» n in Big Jamboree
wl g

Auov'r A YEAR ago. Dumont Television's WABD

ted the Small Fry Club, broadeast once a
first, theu twice, now five evenings.

M S

A “Small Fry” TELEVISION SHOW

-

MOPPETS were invited to write i for memBership and nearly ten-
thousand done so to date, Then last October, it was decided to run
14 Small Fi mboree. which turned out so suces 1, that it became
4 regular re. About eleven A.M., the kids, many of them accom-

of the Small Fry Clubs who sing. draw ¢
vision ecameras to get acquainted with Bobh Emery
whom they all know from broadcasts 4s Big Brothe
d or used toys, which
fork's PAL (Poli
underprivileged

he cer and emcee,
Most of the kids bring dis-
ta donate, after which they
hletic Lengue) to be renovated and
As they leave the studio, the

d down with boxes of cup-

vhich regrularly sponsors the program on

cake and entertainment, the youngsters

stream out of the studio exits and into the street.
udie staff relaxes from another one of those busi-

WABD studio. Once inside, the
clowns, who get things off to a jol
are invited on stage for a closer lool

panied by elders, are admitted to the horseshoe balcony

e greeted from the sound stage by

1
k and

A bunch of club members
ricipation in the goings on.
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Witk Newiy Invanted SLIOE-GHDRD DEVICE

£ English Mal
Al

. Dopt.

Astounding nevw lim
Tajor Home Method &
to play

L quickls. withant long lLonrs
practicing scales or cxerises. N musical
knuudedge necessary. Play many jopular
sangs. hymns in very 30 lesspus.
ol v KA

BIG 53 SO

9 E
e withonat nii-
pay pestman

tipnal «out. S
$1.69 plus postaer
posiage. b Vonry b
fo Jim Major Knomd76.C
o 11, lli.

B

The thing that usvolly tekes the joy out of
attending © good radio show in New Yark
is the great rush and erush in getting into
the studic Those ordery lines break inte o
big mob the momen? the doors are opened.
This should be stopped. The main reason
for oll ihis unnecessory disorder i the
thought of gefting choice seofs. Why can't
the lickels ta these shows be numbered cor-
responding fo the scats. This would asture
people of their scats and make things pretty
good for everyons. Frsl requests should
rote the best seats and the last to request
should get the scats “woy back thor.” Well,
there s my pet peeve and It sure is my
fovorite.

THIS |5 MY PET PEEVE.

Harry Dennish
Trentan, N. 1.
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erelyn {seoted) 13 an eceentric iyvceon-publisher of
azines. As his manager Willis Hale stunds
by mllholmlre offers Spade salary of $35,000 year to start
and edit new magazine. Spade refuses—angers Liewelyn.

Returning to his office, Spude finds secretary Effiec Perine
mother-henmny girl suffering amnesia. With five thon-
sand dollars and recently fired revolver in her bag, wirl
is blank to alt questions. He agrees to help her.

Spade questions girl further after
gone on an errund. Finaily checks her in at a
hote! under sdreamed up name of Alice Won-
derly, since she is unable to recail real name.

[

Spade, intending to pay his office rent out of
$276 in bank,

ti

ing up account. Buck ut office, police Lt.
Dundy tetls Spade license has been suspended

ADVENTURE

A SAM SPADE

starring HOWARD

Sunduy
i e
|

it

Afier Dundy hints Llewelyn might be behind
this foul dealing, Sam visitx millionuire for a
show-down. Llewelyn, owner of everybody and
everything in ¢ity, sneers — has him bounced.

Effie is

As he leaves grounds of Liewelyn's estate.
Spade is attacked by thugs in tycoon’s employ.
wha take him buck to house where Llewelyn
has heen found dead. Things look bad for him

learns that four lawsuit.

e

WwWWwW.americanradiohistorv.com

HOWARD DUFF. radio’s Sam Spade
played his first dramatic role as Shake-
speare’s Richard 111 in Seattle Reper-
tory Theatre Duff was born in Brem-
erton, Wash, and went to school in
Seattle. Appeared 1n Comedy of Errors.
Private Lives, No More Frontiers,
Bury the Dead, Waiting for Lefty and

Volpone as purt of stage career. After service
In Pacific Theatre for three and one-half years,

resumed acting,
CBS dramas.
on Rroadw:

Spade insists he left Llewelyn alive. Hale
and Mrs. Llewelyn were too friendly
enters, throws arms about Sam and says Effie told her
to meet him here. Hale identifies her

L1. Dundy is set to book Sam for murder, but Sam seizes
on u flaw in Mrs. Llewelyn's story and accuscs her of the

murder. He says she was in cahoots with her lover,

career and s00n was on many
Ambition—to play Shakespeare

“M

Whal gave the plolfers away? See solulion on page 62.

alleges Spade
s Wonderly”

Mrs. Llewelyn.

Hale.

| Leorned
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Thornton beauties
help pin-up o song hit

TAI(ING A perfectly natural inter-
est in a pair of new sonys entitled
“Get a Pin-up Girl” and “Pin-up

Polka,” respectively. a
Thornton models turned song-
plugger. There was hardly a disc
Jjoekey or band leader, these love-
lies missed, and of course. not one
of the fellows visited was able to

46

say 1o to their requests for plugs.
Many @ hard-working disc jock-
ey’s day whs mnslder.lbly bright-
ened up by thése pin-up irls, and
we're sure they would have pre-
ferred to be alone with their rec-
ords and their vigiters. But they
were foiled, RADIO BEST was there
“taking pictures, too.

»

ENC AR

Callers on Ted Lawrence (WHN’s Swing Time Sessions) : Gloria Whalen,
Joan Murray and Pai Garrity.

Vy Prosser and Barbara Davies visit Art Ford on Milkman's Matince.
Gloria and Joan with Louise Hyde (center) comprise task force that
visited Gene Rayburn and Dee Finch on Anything Goes (WNEW).
That’s Louise and Joan again, this time with WINS’ jockey, Jack Lacey.
Myra Kick s1d Gloria Whalen look to Paul Whiteman for approval.
Vincent. Lopez tries out song on piano for Louise and Joan.

Then.to Bill Gordon who does Band Parade of Sweet Music for WOV.
Girla with boss Walter Thornton hop to Chicago pays call on Ernie
Simon, WWJID, with Gloria and Vy Prosser.

The whole gang drops 1n on the Windy City’s Linn Burton (WAAF).
That's Molly Brady (Miss Pin-up, 1947) seated, and in usual order,
Mary Lou Gleason, Thornton, Gloria Whalen, Joan Murray and Vy

Prosser. So ended Successful campaign for pairi of song hits, “Get &
Pin-up Girl” and “Pin-up Polka,” ;

www americanradiohistorv com
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DOROTHY LAMOUR
A big break for rudio fans.

CHARLIE McCARTHY
“Whew. whit
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FRANK SINATRA
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the hit parade . . "
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{'m Abe BUTTOWS:

“Honest Abe" Burrows . . . Side-splitter

- CUTE
50 NG.S’

E\'ERV SATURDAY night pixie sonyster Abe Burrows. star of his own
CBS show, assures his listening audience thut his program is their pro-
gram—except for one thing. Abe gets to keep the money

This Rurrows zanyism is typical of the wit that has created some
of the most funtastic, wackiest songs and song titles ever tossed at de-
lighted listeners. The one-time accountant, syrup peddler and woven
iabel salesman, with the voice of an exuberant bult frog, has done more
in fifteen minutes of air time to put the “pan” in Tin Pan Alley than all
the Bronx cheers tossed at the “June-moon” boys by the long-hair
journals.

Abe's inimitable “type-songs” have about as much relation to the
usual juke-box delicatessen as the atom bomb has to a ten cent cap
pistol. When the six-foot, moon-faced Burrows, with  heud like a fuzzy
billiard ball, starts rasping tenderly, “Darling, Why Shéuldn't You
Look Well-Fed? You Ate Up A Hunk of My Heart.” you how! with glee
just bke Danny Kaye, Fred Allen, Ed Guardner, Groucho Marx, Larry
Adler and a couple of millien other Burrows fans.

Abe is the guy who sat down to play a piane at « Hollywood party
and hasn’t gotten up since. Although he entertained the sophisticates of
New York and Hollywood. he couldn’t get paid for anything but hig
comedy writing -— and for that he got plenty. The big wheels of radio
and pictures told him, “We get your humor, but will John Q. Public
get it?” That they do is a tribute hoth to this 37-year-old former New
Yorker and to his radio listeners

Abe has decided to get his sonys published now. becususe. as he has
expluined. “I've heen carrying these songs around in my head for years.
One day somebody might knock off my hexd and then where will I be?”
He admits that he’s not an actor or an entertainer: he’s just a guy to
whom certain pompous, pretentious things look funny and he's trying
te show his friends y they do. Abe knows that his stuff isn’t too
subtle for the public. “When I sing a topieal type song,” he savs,
studio audience knows what I'm talking nbout. They’ve read the papers.”

The Burrows man has, as he says, “lots of cute type songs.” Maybe
not a million of "em but enough. And here, in pictures especiully posed
for RADIO REST, are xome of the Burrows' songs and anties us they'd

look in television. You've got to imagine the bull-frog voice with the
Brooklyn accent, but this. folks, is renlly Burrows, like he said. . . .

alf
kinds Cute songy - sod songs

.- tre
love-type vel
o MWW ATFfer

LY fors of cure ¢
ke he 39Y5 - Ype songs

oo i e oaes

s - - - polifical-fype .
Joltaby-type s009% = P DL

love-fype

g ith ieal-ty “Father Wants to
1#'s af ¢e to begm with a political-type song. Mine goes, i
suiu-‘: X?};m Party, He's Been Thrown Out of Two Tonight.” . .. My travelogue-

. type song ‘Hey Conductor, Is This Train Heading South? (Then Turn the

Doggone Thing Around!” ... And in a torch-type mood, “Darling, Why Shouldn’t
You Look Well Fed? You Ate Up A Hunk of My Hea;

ir's tis for my “silver-‘hreads-among-the-gold” type song, oniy 1t goes,
y\:’:e’x: sY'nl:lrelﬂlz|xr tas Turned to Sitver, I'll Love You the §amc As W hen- 1t W.us
Red, Brown, Pink. Blonde, Black, Blue and Orange .. I'm a sucker for a _I(?\el;
type song like “She Sang ilim the Indianh Love Pall. Buty He Loo]'xed At' ;:lhex Anh
Said, Uph!" .. How about a cowhoy-type song—"When We Was A’Ridin’ Througl
the Cactus, | Got Stuek On You.”

Maybe you're curious about the “new look” in men's heads? Well, I started it Sele
this new Lype erew haircut? 1 use a new preparation called “Stay Bald"- -ltl'slmp,\; E
prevents the growth of excess hair on the head . . . Hey, wait « minute, I've gof
56 more songs! Oh, vou'll tune in Saturday?

ngs, to0 alt
T got lots of cute Iype songs 1 got Corwin-type seng kinds “vle song,

) """E/oguew‘ypg .. sedsongs "’
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. &
ACOMEDY 57 =
*VARIETY L%

NPAY

5:00—MRBS—Thase Wehsters

7.00—CB8—Gene Autry Show
__NBC—Jack Benny

7:30—CHS— Elondie
—NBC—Fitch Bundwagon

8.00 NBC -Edgar Bergen

red Allen

-dim Backes Show

930 MBS
1136 NBC—ave Garrowny Show

MONDAY
8:15—ABC —Ethed und Albertx
7:00—CB! culak

0 -NBC -Manor Huuxe I’u'rly/*
30— CBS— i rthur Go

BC—Sammy Kuye
0:01 RS-—-My Frend lz e
H |5 CBb -Robert Q. Lewisk

NBC—Milton Berle
NBC— Itte wz!h Jmlu
500 NBC Awmos "u And]

9:30— NBC—Fibber ,\lcm Lttty
10:00—NBC—lob Hup

10:20 NBCFed Skeffon

WEDNESBAY

800 NBC eunis Dy
8.30- 0 sildersleere
9:00 bLiatt & Costello

ufi's Tavern

ceniy & March

9:30- necho Mars
10:00 Bing Crasby
THURSDAY

8.00—ABC—Candid Microphone
—NBC—Aldrich Family
8:30— N RC—Furns & Allen
9:00—ARC— Willie Fiper
—NBC—A! Jolson
9:30—NBC—Village Store
10.30—NBC-—Kddic Centar

FRIDAY

#:00—CRS —Baby Snooks

8:15—MBS—Scout About Toum

8:30 NBC—Can You Top This?
7]\‘”}5 Leare It to HLc tiirls

BS—Danny Thomae
94 GD-—CBQ Old rolid bhnu‘
9:30—CHS—Ozzie und Harrel

SATURHAY
: g-N';‘(é-g:;/e of Rile;
—MBS—, u\yzmlzt Chlb
9:00—CRBS—Juan Day w
MBS —Stop Mo T You
HHeard This
9 30—-NBC—Judy Canova
~—CBS—Vaughn Monree
10:00—NBC  Kay Kyser

50

Consult the daily program listings in your favorite newspapers for complete
program logs. All times listed here are Eastern Standard Time. If you live in
the Central Standard Time zone, subtract ONE HOUR. If you live in the
Mountain Standard Time zone, subtract TWO BOURS. If you live in the Pacific

Qukk-glcn(’.g chart of favorite network shows from 6:00p. m. 1o 11:00 p. m.

Standard Time zone, subtract THREE HOURS.

y ¥%
. xMuUSiC ;(

" ’opulnr W Light

15} Serious
L suspav
| 6:00—CBS—Family Hour (L)
o_css Panse Kefreshes (¥)
—A BC—Sumlay Eve. Hour (8)
Lo 90 NRG_i erry-Go-Round (P)
 9.30—NBC—-American Album of
i amiliar Music (1)
10:00— M BS— Voices of Strings (L)
g 10:30—M BS~Lu Lin /\merl'l)r'u it
f NBC—Hovuco Heidt (P)
10: 45—-ABC—I?ud(Iy Weed Trio (I}
11:00 - ALL NETS—Name Bands
#

(Sun. thru Sat.
11:30—NBC—Dave Gurrowny (1)
MONDAY

620 NBC—Serennde (L)%
£:30—NBC—Ouce Upon Tine (L)%
7:00—NBC—=Sapper Club {P)*
7:15—MBS—Dance Orek. {P)%
—CBS—Juck Smaith
7:20— MRS—Diyner Dute (Py*
7:30—CBS-—Club 15 (9)*
8:30NBC—Vaice of Firestone (L)
9:00-—-NBC—Telephone Hour (L
—~ABC—L'anl Whiteman {(P)
NBC—Contented I'rog, (PY
C—Rulph Norman (V)
10:30- \BC—-I' red Warieg (P)
BS—Alun Lomur (1.
10:45 A]xC~Rurl(ly Weed Trio (1)

TIESDAY
9:30—ARC—Boston Sz/mphlml/ (8)
10:30—MBS—Calif. ) diex (1)
1105 MBS- Mmiuu l)mumv (L)

WEDNESDAY
8:00—CRS— .\ mey. Melody Hour (1)
9.00— CRS—Maurl: Warow (P)
10:00—M BR—California
Melodics (1Y (L)
THE RSD.AY
8:00— MRBS—Jua August (F)
8:15— MBS Holly Hoase u)
8:30—MBS—Bluck Party (1)
voo—CR\ Diclk Haymes (1)
10:30— ABC—Lenny Herman (P)
—MBS-—Dance Music ()
TENS— MBS Alorton Dow ey (L)
11:30—-NBC—{iuno Quarie

FRIDAY

#:00—MBS —Byrl Tres (L)
—NBC Hiphways i Mefodies

10:00]

&85 —MBS—Alan Dule (V)
9:30—NBC—Waltz Time (P)
10.00—CBS—Dinch Shore (P)
10-30—M BS—Date Night (P)
—CRE—Spotlight Review (P)

’{}lu l;lqu/»mulx (o
wsie by A diam (P
630 \'uc o phony Oreh, (15))
645 MBS Danee Music (1)
7:00 MBS -Huwari Cuils (1)

C —Madern Muse (D)
7:30-—CBS  1he Burraws (1)
745 CBS— Hoagy Cremichael ()
9:00—NRC—Yanr Hit Parade (P)

SRR T

T ——_

T

i

e

4

* Proygrem

Heard
Mon. thru Fri,

10:00— CBS—Mt Serenaude (P)
BS—Chicago Theater (L)
1o: :o—AHC—Hr yloft Hoedown (¥
NBC_Grand Ole Opry (1*)
10:35-—CBS—Sammy Kayr (F)

*SPORTS

MONPAY
65— NBC—Clem McCarthyx
£:30— CB&. -Red Burherk
BC—Joe Huselk
7,45—MBS Inmide of Sportsk
10.00—MRBS—Hishing & Hunting
11:15—ARBC—Joc Haselk

FHIDAY

10:00—ARC—Boring

10:30—ARBC—} mermnz Spor. ts Page
—NBC—Bill Stes

SATURDAY
6.00—MBS—Sports Parade
6:30—ARC—Hurry Wismer

—CBE—Sparts Review

(-\)
*MYSTERY
—
SUNDAY
6:30— MBS--Nick Carter

7.00—MBS—~Sherlock Hobmes
8.00--CRS_ Sum Sprde
8.30—CRS—The Man Called X

MONDAY

7.00— CBS—Maystery of the Weeik
—Secotland Yard
—Inner Sanctum
8.30—MBS—Charlie Chan

730 -ABC tireen Hopuet
RS—Mysteriow's Traveler
—CRBE—The Big Toun
8:. :ufMRSADﬁcml Detective
—CBS—3Ir. & Mrs. North

WE, ESDAY
3.00— M BS—Scarlet Queen
8:. !D—MRQ-Q111(£ l’lm:sl’
9:30 NBC—AM7r. &lo
- R‘s—l\:wk et Smoshers
10.00—CRBS—The Whistler
10-30—CBS - Lscape

THIRSDAY
7:30-— ARC—Ellory Quern
8:00—CBS— B
0~ ARC. The Clock
9:30—~CBS—Crime Photographer

FRIDAY
8:00—ARC—The Fat Man
8:30—ARC—Tey 18 Your F.BI.
9:30—ABC—The Sheriff
10:00—NBC—Molle Mustery Theatre

TURDAY

.OO—A BGC—Rass Dolau
30-—ARC—Famons Jml/ Trials

v 00—ABC—CGanghuster.

9:36—ARC—Murder & M'r Malone

%
(27

b30—AI{C—lyreute~l Stery Told
~—-NRC—Hollywoud Preview
7:30—A BC—L:rp loring Unknown
BS—fjabricl Heatter
9 DQNMBS—W:” Bubies
9 30—ARBRC—Theatre Guilid
i 10:00—CRS—Christopher Wells

| MaNDAY

7:30 - ABC—Lone Runger
8:00— NBC—Cavaleude of Americ
2 W—CRbgLux Radio Thentre
9:15—MB wl Storiesk
9:30—MB, igh Adventure

10: zo—cssﬁsmen Gaild Players

TUESPAY

BRI

@

7:30—ARC—Lone Renger

a oo—%BC—lllu yor of the Town
30—CRS— D, Chru(mn

10:00— N BC—-T} e Big Sto

T :o—NBC—)m«r Ummi Nntwns

7:30—NBC—Grand Marques
M BS—Wuterfront |r|/uuwi¢
C—Trevsiry Agent

1000 ABC—Atr. Fresident

—The Family Theatre
CBS Renders Dipest

10:30—CHS—First Nwlﬁre'r

FRIDAY
7:30 ABC-—Lone Ranger
13 30 NBC— 4 mericun Novels

SRRl S S SR

| 7.00-CHS—Hawk Larnbec
730—ABC—Chullenge of Yulan

i —NBC—Curtain Time

§ .30

£

Leeve 1t To Bitl
S
P

SUNDAY
=—ABC—Clald’s Warld
MONDAY
6 IS—CBS In My Opinion
BC—Dactors Talk 1t Over
TUESPAY
200—ABC—Youth Asks Govt.
8:30—ABC—Tawn Hretin v
10:00—MBS—American I' ornm
ARC—Lahor 1.
—CBS—Open Heanuq
10:45—ABC—Voice of Business
THURSDAY
g 6:15—CRBS—In My Opinion
FRIDAY
10:00—MBS—Meet the Press

0.
10:30—.

WWW americanradiolreto e

* NEWS
COMMENTARY 000,

DAY

00 ABRC- -llrEu.- Pearson

8:45— M BS—Newscen,

9:00- - ABC. -lltll(n Winchell

11:00—] Williom Hillmun

11:10—CBS—Quincy Howr

B |S—C){S—thhvn/run Report
RC—Gesar Sucrchinger

pe

MONDAY
6.00— CBS—£ric Sevareidk
6:05—ABC - Kiernun's Gornerk
6:45— NRBC—Tliree Star Lirtrak
6:45-- CBN-Lawell Thomask
7:00— ABC  Headline Editionk
—MBS—Fulton Lewis Jrok
g 7 )szRC Elmer Davisk
NRBC—Margun Beattyk
7 30—MBS—Henry J. Taylor
7:45—NBC—H. | Kultmrhm i
—CBS—FEtward R. Marrow
sss—'vms Billy Rosex
:00- BS—Gabriel Heatlerk
10: Jo—A BC—Earl Gadwin
11:05—NBC—Margan Bratiyk
TUESDAY
7 30—MBS—Newscope
7:45—NBC—Richurd Horkness
815 ABC—Vhews of the News
L SDAY

7:30—MBS—Arthur Gacth
7:45—NRBC—i{. V. Kaltenburn
| THURSDAY
7:30— M BS—Newscope
 7.45—NBC—Richard Hurlmess
10.45—ARC—Farl {lodwin
| ERIDAY
7:30—MBS—Henry J. Taylor
7:45—NRC—H. V' Kaltewborn
10:45 - NBC—Pr & Con
ATURDAY

¢+ 6:45—ARC—Comnurasm
—CBS—Larry Lesueur
7:30—MRS-—Nowseope:
7:45—MBN——Vieies of News
110 CRS—Qmm w How:
1115—NB - Chuplin
—A BC~ m is Coffin

AL o¥CRS—.Sm!c 1t Rich
MONDAY

9:30--NBC—11 1, Q.
WEBNESDAY
8:30—ABC—Voc Pop
THERS.

DAY
0—MBS—R.E D). America
10.00—~NBC—Rob Hawk Show
| FRIDAY
9:00—ABC—Rreal the Rank
NBC  People Are Funny
9:30 - MBS—/njormation Mense
TERDAY
8.00— MBS Twenty Questions
8:30—NEC—Trutk or Conseguense
9:30—MBS—Name of That Seng

ryopr Uiz

D,

To YoUr list af “Hooper Housckeepenr:
fluir far keeping busy, add the lovely Bea Wain
and her debonair spouse. Andre Baruch., who not
content with # daily three-hour stint over New
York's WAMCA, huve cach found themsclves
weighed down with tull working schedules of
their own,

A visitor at their “Mr. and Mrs. Music” plat-
ter show, might hardly be aware he was watching
a tadio program, fur they work withoul seripts
and maimntain a jovial, easy-going pace that is
a vivid contrast to the uswal studio frenzy. An
average show Inecludes w “live” singing 1on
by Rea, interviews with the famous ol show busi-
ness and of course, the latest hit vecords They
recently inauguraied a unique plan wherehy a
listener could become “Sponsor For A Day.” The
“Sponsor” 1s selected from letters sent in. on the
sis of good deeds. Thus, vou will heur: "“This
potiion of the program is brought te vou through
the courtesy of Sadie Brown of Brooklyn. She is
the mother of vight children, works for the Red
Cross und is active in PTA. [n her home she has
found room far the small children of working
mothers, who might otherwise be left to roam the
streets until nightfall”

As to those full working schedules on their
own: Bea recently began o transcribed series
with Frank Parker which is now heurd nn more
than 400 stations, and 18 still busily reeording
for RCA-Victor Andre co-emcees “Your Hit
Parade” narrates the Warner-Pathe Newsreels,
is heard on “Exploring the Unknown” and "The
Shadow.” Andre, who chalked up an ontstanding
war record and held the rank of major, wus re-
cently chosen by the State Department to niur-
rate a serwes of shorts, “Life 1n Americ which
are heing distributed to 56 foreign couutries.

with a .

Glamour Gal Bea still
is much in demand as
vocalist, but manages
lots of time for baby

Wayne Edward Boruch.

Papa Andre is shown
below during recent
soundtrack session as
the voice of Warner-
Pathe Newsreels.

S Sk

o YR
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and JOCKEYS

Cwmptly ot s < e wn proumass o
to do a colawiu wn ad fo the wmia-
ter sy e iders und the woatee who
Just e’ break thyounh the supe
posed Mrvon cartad” ot Too P
Aoy,

It seems Uiere comes
everpone's s when he gets e
wige o wete not know g
the heartaches, (e wnd eiergy that
s adong with the mahing of a <
hit

time m

Haore s an vathne of a few of the
dn's and don'ts which nnght help the
new witer o hreak thisagh, ©would
Ithe to recammeml what | othink s
the most construetive book wintten

o this subieet The title 1s HOW TO
WRITE, SING AND SELL POPU
LAR SONGE, wtitten by our good

friend Nick Kennv, Ragdio ibstor of
the New York Daly Muror, and a
somg witer of o mean ability in s
own right.

To guote some of Nick's sug-
gestions with o few of my own
added, | should like to enumerate
some of the DON'T's —

DON'T seid ~onyes Urrough the mail
to the publishers as most of the (ime
they will bee teturned unopen .
DON'T subeiibe to ads 1o magazines
wnd penodicals offeving o pubbsh
1our songe tor a price. usually rang
ing Mtom Ten 1o One flundied dol-
furs, The degitmate pubiisher di
not ush or want money o publ
your song THEY WILL PAY YoU,
ad handsomely, tao, 1f your son 19
accepted and you mre lueky enough
Lo write that song the pubiic aceepts
as a hit.
RON'T rely on it song: heep witing
song after sobe. You never koow
will he aceepted, all you
aur lime and mean-
while you are developiig v ality
snd talent
DON'T subnut @ song (o @ publisha
fi yiu bave a com-
ce-line o part with all
Lz monies wiitten out and the bynes
1yped o1 \\n(t( n i umder each note

L legible copy.
am op & song Utle, write it
up wnd then fimd your Gl has been
used before, o pablished A
¥y owrote vour song, Thousands nl
people wrrte songs wnd 1t 15 not un-
usual for the same utle o reappear
time and time sy, Remember you
exnmot copynght o hite, And an
avigmal title is bard to find ay there
are nulhons an file in the copyricht
ol i Washington and common
tiles  suyeh as 1 LOVE Yo,
YOWLL NEVER RNOW and athe
have heen eopytighted hunilreds of
times
On the DO side of the ledger the
first bit of advice for a new writer
15 to find & show-case for the song.
After you have the pianc capy, in-
stead of mailing the song to a pub-
Usher m New Yok or Chicagn, ot
ta a radio station (the chances are
it will he overlooked in the shuifle or
retuined) take your copy and per-
aonally contact the leading band or

52

Musical Links

by Harry Link

4. SONGS I Predict
*ZWill Reach Kit Stage

BALLERINA
GOLDEN EARRINGS
HOW SOON
I'M MY OWN GRANDPAW
TOO FAT POLKA
PEGGY G'NEIL
TWO LOVES HAVE |
CIVILZATION
IIL DANCE AT YOUR WEDDING
THE SECRETARY SONG

archestra leador an ywn siennt;
o Show it to the siggers an weur
loeal radio statyn, Gel their veaction
and try tu interest them i smging
3 far you, and rying out the song
ou the vardio 10 see how the listeners
react to the number. IF thete s
veaction from the rendition there wi
tee calls in the loeal musie stor
WS a1 orehes
enmmenting on the seng. Try to have
a record taken off the air when the
s s performed so you may use
ths reeording for the publisher who
1 abways more 1mp i with a vo-
vl or archestiul demonstiation than
reviewing 1t from a pmana part In
many eases the proper rendition will
sell” a publisher.

Arthur Godfrey
Vaughn Monroo
THE SECRETARY SONG ...Ted Weoms
THE SECRETARY SONG Yvette
1 CAN'T GIVE YOU ANYTHING

Rose Murphy

~-Peggy Lee

Guy Lombarde
I'M LOOKING OV[R A3

LEAF CLOVER
PEGGY O'NEIL .
AVE MARIA .
1 UNDERSTAND

Harry James

Two of the b:g hits of the couniry
v NEAR
¢ ¥ranefs Craig in Nushville
_llld .L«(-k(}\wn arted HOW SOON
Chicago. And a new it called
rnuw,m‘l S8, written by Carl
Lampl and Buddy
ered and started in
These enterprising writers, Lampl
and Kaye made a recordmg of their
song and with the asastance of Tud
Wendell and 2
lunds® two outstanding dise jockey
played the sumg on their programs
and predieted 1t as o hut.
Immediately thereafter, it was
placed for a huge advance royalty
and within another week recorded by
Frank  Sinatia, Gordon MeCrea,
Gearge Olsen, Guy lLombardo, Vie
Dumone, Artic Wayne
BI balled,  PPassia
Faney, recorded  por  Vietor by
Vgl Manroe, il puickly he
headed for top konors.
We will give you more on the "do
side™ next month,

A wew

Records of the Month.,..

Best Female Vscal

“AT THE CANDLE LIGHT CAFE” &
“BEST THINGS IN LIFE ARE FREE
Dinah Shore

COLUMBIA

¥ melady that

n faet, 1n many
and tonal wnm\mlv i de
!|;,htfu| highlight. e
tiast i cadenee and
Share, too,

I FEEL SO SMOOCRIE” &
“TAKE LOVE EASY"
Lena Horne
MOM

“Smonchie” must have been writ-
ten for Lena orne
vehicle for her nsinuating  voeal-
f Miss Horne 1t might he
sand that whea she s gand she s tor-
nd. Reverse is an kllmgton opus.

Totmdravnr

Beat Sueer

“DONT CALL IT LOVE”
I NEVER LOVED ANYONE"

« B
Claude Thornhill Orch. Eaas

COLLMRBI

rhe Thorntull touch and teatment
weares the praper mellow woad for
a goodw i "Den't Call B
topped by a ereamy Fran
vocal. There's a heautiful mtrodue-
tion on the reverse.

“LOVE FOR LOVE” & “JUMPIN' JUBILEE"
Hal Mcttyre Orch.
M

Mac has one of the smoothest
bands m the land and the ensemble
arrangements on “lLove™ aro the last
word in madern harmor Yiher side
is good instrumental exhibition

v

B

in Dinah, the
moons. Dinab's

Merman

Beat Hate Vocal

“ALL DRESSED UP WITR A BROKEN
HEART & “'YOU ARE NEVER AWAY'"

<~ Buddy Clark

COLUMBIA
Buddy sings out_swret and elear

on “Broken Heart,” allad,

m the fip-over projeets the

waltz

In the past year
been as consistently
o us this chap,

prreut wax-wis

“TWO LOVES HAVE I &
“PUT YOURSELF IN MY PLACE, BABY"
Frankie Luine
SERCT Y

Diemonstratuye ~Thats My fe-
> wax no flake, Mr. Laive blends
4 stron of pipes o behalf of
two tunes that will further strength-
en his position as best of the new
ST sense o

Beot For

“EARL'S RUMBOOGIE” &
“STOMP* KING
Earl Bostic Quartette
KING

Unless, yowe seally hep, vou'l
hate me for recommonding this, Ros-
tie paves the way for a mess of solid
chythm with a high-rding alte sax
un “Rumboogie” s upper register
notes on the reverse aie amazing.

“'CARAVAN" &

“DARKTOWN STRUTTERS BALL“
Charlie Barnet Orch.
VOLLG

1 Mihington d

ciple, doe:

Uhinges with the Duke clas
sie Cavavan,” Porsannel does an in-
srred ol On the back, “Ball” 15 a
cavieature of the way aze wa
played o couple of dieades back,
Authentic and amusone.
MORE mp—>

WwWWw.americanradiohistorv.com
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Besr Latin- rmenican
“NEGRO™ & “CANTO SIBONEY"
Miguslita Voldes Orch.
MUSICRART

Valdes was
Xavier Cugeat

once the heart of
lmml and hi aggin
he demonstrates that he is the king
of lelow-the-| huxd(- rhythms. Fas
sionite voeals and authentie music
make thys o must fin Arthur Moreaey
students and rumba devoters.

“JUNGLERO™ & "MONTUNG IN 6
Noro Morales Orch.
MAJESTIC
In “Junglero,” Morales showeases
his flashy pianistics m a way to
ive rumba hounds out of their
minds. “Montuno™ is slow and de-
liberate with more Morales Anger
magie

Bear (Uassical
HAYDN: SYMPHONY No. 94 in G
['SURPRISE’} Boston Symphony
conducted by Serge Koussevitzky
RCA VICTOR

A warm and ingratiating work,
lovingly «nd elegantly projected in
a performance marked by superb in-
strumental clarity and balance. One
of the finest classical dises in years
BORODIN: POLOVTSIAN DANCES from
“PRINCE IGOR,” London Philharmenic
under Gregor Fitelberg
nEcca

The usual fine English Decea sur-
face makes listenmg to this staple
hallet music a pleasure. The conduc-
tor and the orchestra rate a bow
for a finished performance.

Besr Houvelty ;
“A MAN'S BEST FRIEND IS A BED” &
“YOUR RED WAGON"
Ray McKiniey Orch.
MAJESTIC
Drummer McKinley is nobody’s
chumy on @ rhytho vocal. He wrate
“Rest, Friend” and is a fine inter
prefer of his own material Very
catchy with the reverse in a tricky
kiek, too.
“THE SECRETARY SONG” &
“AT THE CANDLE LIGHT CAFE”
Ted Weems and Orch.

“The Scerctary Song” 1s a clever
novelty and the Weems voealist
Shirley Richards exeeutes it in the
proper vein, IUs dur guess you'll
hear this version a bit too offen in
the juke boves. Bill Usher sings the
reverse, a wypsyish thing. in good
vaice.

Bob Pruett and Tommy Dorsey get their [
= heads together hetween Dorsey recoid

session, but Beb often finds himself in

a dither frying o please all record fans.

R “"’Thls Month’s Disc Jockey

WIRE's Bob Pruett N‘;F;M

Lusteners to WIRE (ndianapalis) dise jockey Bob £ruett not
anly kewr their favoride selvctions, bt stortes behind the bands,
the somys and the singers. The reason for this s that Bob, having
raveled with bands himself, tooting o trumpet, hos met und come
to ko most of the band-men personally.

BOB STARTED Studying the conventional ARC's of music when he
was seven and by the time he entered college, he was plaving with
dance bands to help finance his education. [n 191]. while still
playing with @ collegre “combo” directed by Hoagy Carmichuel,
Boh started merting the famous bandleaders. :

Atmy setvice gave Bob the opportunity to organize u jazz
sextet called the Jive Comimandos. He became active i setting up
camp shows and it wasn’t long before the Pruett name was
familiar in camp recreation halls.

Bob's off-the-air personality and his strong convictions tend
ta lap over inte his chatter while on the air. His rabid defense of
Stan Kenton s progressive ju: d the more accepted Jazz forms
are only twe examples of his erusade in behalf of the controversial
trends in music. Bob holds that the more people know of the
evolution of these trends. the more they will nnder
appreciate various artists and their work., And of eou R
is partly an excuse for putting the kind of good. meaty talk of
a swing musicians’ bull session on the arrwaves. 1t all becomes a
sort of Bandsman's Holilay, sutisfying huth ta Bob Proett and
his listeners

Dazzled Bob finds teen-agers have their own record fovorites

wWwWw.americanradiohistorv.com

est Hit-Tunes

Radio's B

Yommy Fucker Columbio

AS SWEET AS YOU (Regent)
Act Lund MGM
Freddy Stewan Capitel
84t Millner Unived Artist

FOOL THAT | AM (Hill & Range)

Dinah Shore Colembio
Billy Eckstine MGM
Georgiu Gibbs Majastic
Sommy Ka Victor
Dinah Washington Mercury
Erskine Howkins Victor
Brooks Srothers Decco
Glodys Palmer Miracle
FORGIVING YOU (Mellin)
Harry James Columbia
Johnay Johnsion MGM
Sommy Kaye Vidtar
Jerry Cavpar Diamond

HILLS OF COLORADO {ionden)
Guy Lombarde Decea
Robert Scott Mercury

LET'S' BE SWEETHEARTS AGAIN
{Comphell-Porgie}

Margaret. Whiting Capito!
Victor Lambardo Majestic
Guy Lombardo-Monica Lewis Oucca
8l Johnion Victoe
Blue Borron moM
Shep Fields Musicroft
Billy Leach Morcury

MADE FOR EACH OTHER [I'm)

Dick Farney
Xavier Cv

Continental
Deceo
Victor

MY RANCHO RIO GRANDE

{Harwoll Criterion)

Jack Smith
Shop Fislds

THERE'LL BE SOME CHANGES MADE
{Morks)

Dirah Shore Columbio
Pegay Lee Capitol
Fate Waller Victor
Eddis Candon Decca
Ted Waeems Decca
Vovghn Monros Victar
Ambrose Haley Mercury
Simmy orvey

Cindy Walkar United Artist

WHY DOES IT HAVE TO RAIN ON
SUNDAY (lotnstoris)

Freddy Marnn Victar
Snooky Lanson Mercury
Milt Herth Trio. Decca
Bacls 5t Boys meMm

ZU-BI {Repoblic)
Victor Lambarda i
Sammy Koys Victar

Tommy Yucker Cofutnbia
At Moonay MGM

BROADCAST MUSIC, INC.

580 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 19, N. Y
New Yark o Chicoge ® Moliyweod
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ON THE AlR—the Lunchtimers give their il with a half hour of music, songs ond gags five days o week over KYW

Geni KYW lunchtimers Al _ 4

Gene Graves 4

Lumeh timer dish
B ish out

full menu® ", -3 -
1\** of fun v

v W

TIIFRE'S A breakfast in Hollywood, a Bupper Club in New York and
in Philadelphia on KYW there’s a. noontime vuriety program cailed
“The Lunchlimers."

Guys. Gals, Gags, guests. fine und corny music are the bill of fare
dmhc_d up for the home-loving people of the Quuker City Lvery day at
12

Chne( Chef is Genial Gene Graves, master of ceremonies who wriles
the menu and doubles in song. A native of Altringham, England, Gene
came to America as a voungster and was educated in schools in Milford,
Conn. He has sung with numerous bands and during ithe New York
World's Fair was master of ceremonies at the Winter Wonderland Tee
Review

As straight man on the program, Graves tosses the gags to
“Gabby” Phil Sheridan. The latter has a varied background in singing
and manual lzbor—singing from his mether. the Sheri McKuye of the
orpmnal blerry Maes; lubor in war plants Sheridan has learned a lot
of dialects which he couples with a natural effervescent enthusiasm.

“Lunchtimers” opens with Clarence Fuhrman and the KYW Or-
chestra's rendition of “Are You Having Any Fun.” From there on
anything can happen. Completely informal and flexible the program
features quiz contests, struight interviews with the audience or a short
chal with a visiting eclehrity

Sandwiched in between is the music of the orchestra und a well-
known Philadelphia jive unit, “The Furious Five.”

Mary Lou Howurd, petile songstress, sings novelty tunes, cowhoy

Penny Reed, Phil Sheridan, Lee Morgan, Gene Graves, Mary Lou
Howard, Gus Di Riego and Clarance Fuhrman test sponsor’s food.

<
Mary Lou
Howurd sings
cowboy tunes

Penny Reed ditties and the blues, usually nccompanying herself.

doubles as Unigue among radio program technigues, commercials on the

comedienne Lunchtimers get special pag treatment and are usually applauded.
P> Penny Reed doubles as comedienne and vocalist on the program

and Lee Morgan, latest addition to the Lunchtimers. chants toreh tunes.

Lovely Lee Morgan dishes out tidbits to Lunchtimers audience Furious Five: the jive section of the Lunchiimers’ orchestro

wWww americanradiohistorv. com
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Hurry! Quantities
Are Limited

Save 95c! Everyone—wife and husband,
girbtnend and boal” il winy o order

combrnid in one to give
Smarteat jacket you'll

!y o B
d anyanerd MON we <
Pegardiess 0 you  conts post. It yau don’t

RRE 2L AR, A TR, N30 SN dalih e W
st e Yo e o e R W 10
o e SRS e A
Youw'll Love It! Ideal for Sporfs-Leisure : . ?
S A e R MR SRS O 5 V) NO MONEY—RUSH THIS COUPON,
of a thousand and one uses thal 3 iLiiNoIs MERCHARDISE MART, Dest. 3100 t
will hecp puce with the fastest :lzn Loyola Ave. Ghitago 1
you! That new low lipline tempo of vour busy day. Cut for b e gpemac sou e u.k‘sv INCRITE Jarkets indisted below, 1
Utash from the fashion frent.  real comfort— of ~Spun - Rite” B 5 10 e e, i " £ H
Perky shoulders!  Suave  yohe! ' magically flexible, smartly-tailored ! e PLERSE
You will adore its snai distine:  and shape - retuininge as well as
o - .l * I adiress WRITE
tive Lines . . . ven will always  warm. Snappy yoked back. Har- [
enjov its caessing warmth. B~ monizing buttons  for looks and o Gk RESINLY
tailored  of favorite Spun - Rite,  wear. Grand. deep, saddie pockets. §Lant s sacunt e price g el S
mstly popular Tor its wear . . Seamed sidesso stride along as ¥ Gl et wantet * b S
for s beawty! 1 will e your  you will Yowlldive in it from | Combination Price far | Man's and | Lndy's iathket BOTH aniy 3595
D 1 mi . i duwi Clil night.  Choose Camel § MAN'S JACKET Salo Prive, $185  Canel X
proge sl minstay, seasan iy the following choice of [ T wih
SRR Sy e “";“ M harmanicing evls: Forust Green ] (I el ) &=
of these seazon’s Ralest shades:or Luggage Brown. Cheek ymr ' S
N = . N k N " . CHECK Slli WANTED: LADY'S !2 14 IB 1820
Camel Tan, or Stop Red. Sizes 12 size fm 34 10 46 on the order : By P *
n 20 coupon 1o the right. My TOTAL PURCHASE AMOUNTS To. § . _.cov. 1
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* A

EVADNA HAMMERSLEY {KOA, Den-
ver, Cola} is busy director of sta-

ton's women's activi

WARREN EDWARDS (WISR, Butler,
Po.l is a recent High Schoal grad-
uote, conducls “Take it Easy Time."

80B BLASE (KXYZ, Houston, Texas)
conducts two shows daity, kaown
as Best-by-Request and Mailbog.

BOB PHILLIPS (KFI, Los Angeles,
Cal} mokes “Bob Phillips' Show"’
La's favarite daylime show.

IRWIN A. JONNSON (WBNS, Co-
Stote Prof. Completing 9th year.

N ¢
hm

Obiot is o former school teacher,
now @ top Hooper disc jackey.

BILL DAWES Cincinotti,

GALE GRAY (WALL,
N

A

BIL HERSON (WRC,

keeper.” Also netwark emcee.

Connectieut Ave.’

HARRY WARREN (KUTA, Solt Loke
Cityl often teams with bettes-half,
Miss Phyliss Perry.

MIKE RICH (WTRY, Troy, N.
known @3 "Platter-Playbay,
record ond mosic salesman.

JACKSON LOWE IWWDC, Washing-
ton, D.CH is known o5 “Mayer of

Washington,
D.C} is the sarly morning 'Time-

k- |

Middietown,
. Y4 does adlib chol daily.
mother of five children, lives on farm.

o
PHYLISS PERRY (KALL, Salt Lake City, JOAN SCHAFER (KFI, LA., Colifl
Utch) interviews fop cetebrities, conducts favorte “Whet do you
gives useful household hints. say”

NAN
ton,

program every morning

)

city

compurisolt
votes in ¢
centuge

o for eueh
- 4 dience
. . is now under {he possible au
|HB big campaign ¢ with it

state.

-ters. Many of
nckeys, Farm Reporters Many
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d ~ @] 41 X - ]
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CY 0SGOOD (WRC, Washing-
D.C) does a daily afternaon
program. ln radio over 20 years.

i

news-
post-

ta -

CAROL ADAMS {WHBC, Conton,

Ohio} gives shopping hints on pra-
gram “Here's Carol Adams.”

MARTY GUCKMAN (WHN, New
York City) specializes in on-spot
basketball, racing and hackey.

HOWARD FINCH (WJIM, Lansiag,
Mich.} is not enly stolien's star

sportscaster, but alsa Veepee

3

WOODY ASSAF (WJDX, Jackson,
Misz) is an all-around sposts re-
porter, canducis daily sports show

{

OFFICIAL
BALLOT

YOTE FOR ONE FAVORITE IN EACH CATEGORY
Disc Jackey

tite 1n name of Disc Jockey

[ Sports Reporter
| Write 1 nome of Sportscasier

Vorer's
ot station
Address Farm Reporter | [ Woman Commentator
rite In nome of Farm Reporler | Write i name of Woman
ciry Zone Commeniator
1 Stale station
SAM BROWN (WINX, Washington, LOWELL WATYS (KLZ, Denver, Cofo.1
D.C) emcees “Music Hall,” real will celebrate third year on air as k
jockey veteran, 6 days weekly. doily noontime farm reporter. ]

Paste ballot on penny post-card or place in envelope and mail at once fo

RADIO BEST, 452 Fifth Avenue, New York 18, N. Y.
www americanradiohistorv. com

Y SOLO
...meets a challenge

To your list of people who know how
young Swmmy Solo Sammy, the armies

o face difficullies, add
singing over New

wrr veteran, who s
York’s WHN every Saturday afternoon, be-

{ongs to thal elite group who see each obstacle ns o challgngr to
be et and bested

SAM;\l\z a native of Brooklyn

studied art at the Keaus Arts
-Scheol and Pratt Institute, majoring in seulpture. illustration
und designing. Hefore entering the armed forces, he worked as
a layout artist for « New York magazine Sammy could reason-
ably look forward (o a bright Tuture as « sculplor, having alreads
captured o number of prizes. including a first prize m the Nu
tional Seholastic competition at Carnegie Tech

Iis 46th mission as a member of the 307th Komb Group in
the Pacific War Theater resutted in a slight change of pla
Tech Sergeant Solo was flight engineer on a B
heavs load of sasol
V-J Day. Samm
to ampitate

1, carrying a
ine and bombs when it erushed shortly before
arms were badly burned

and it was necessary
From thut time on, Sammy tound several large entries to
ike in his personal account of assels and labilities On the
eredit side. he had the Air Medal. the Philippine Liberation
Medal and the Purple Heart, hut they hardly made up for the
loss of both arms, making a carecr (n sewlpture a pract m-
ibility. However, he still had a good, pleasant smging voice
t knack for putting it over. Sammy totalled his personal
ledgrer and decided he wouldu't take 1l lving down. Fortunately.
he met cartoonist Ham Fisher about that time, and the latter
made Summy his protege. With Fusher and Fey Murray lending
moral and practical support, Sammy prepared for a carveer in

and

music

Last vear. he appeared on Arthur Gedfiey's Talent Scouts
and won first prize. In addition. his couwrage and his refusal 1o
capitalize on the audienee's sympathy (he kept his artificial hunds
and arms hidden from sight while singing ) eaplivated both pr
and public. [t was not long before he was “knocking ‘em dead
New York's famous Copacak
and fine singing voice impr

na night club, His modest bearing
«d the right people at station WHN
and 1t was decided (o try him on his own program. Sammy was
wb immediate suec

trail 1 shaw busine:

and can ook forward ta a long, upward
x and radio
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uestions & Answers

(Send all questions to Question and Answer Lditor, Rabio
85T, 452 1ifth Avenue, New York 18, N. Y. All answers
will be confined to this department, so please do not send
stamped envelopes.)

Q. Is announcer Bill Goadwin o married man?
. Ressic Mantle, Detroit, Mich.
8ill married Philippa Hilber, actress, in Yoma in
1938. They have four children: Jitl, age &; Bill,
Jr., 5; Lyan, 3; and Sally Lou, 14 months.

Q, My family is convinced thot Candid Microphone is
a rehearsed program. Can you help?

Samuel De Pinto, Ruffalo, N. Y.

According fo Allen Funt who is responsible for

the program, Candid Mike would defeat its pur-

pose if participants were aware of the hidden

microphone. No, says Mr. Funt, the program is

y h d an .

i understand that Perry Came used to be o barber.
. Can you verify this?

Thelma Gottlich, Brookiyn, N. Y.

Yes, but Perry points out that the great Enrico

Coruso also began as o barber. Perry Como was

the seventh son of 13 children. At 11, he was
apprenticed in the barbering trade and ran his

awn shop at 15 Now he runs the Supper Club.

» P've.been looking in vain for a piciure of Nannette
Sargent in RADIO BEST. Will you please oblige?®

Reina Platofl, Atlanta, Ga.

Here she is, Miss Nannette Sargent. leading lady

of NBC's Curtain Time dramas.

p /
THIS i5 SUPERMAN;

= My boy is anxious to see what radia’s Superman locks
like. Please print his picture if you think it will not
disillusion the lad.
Mrs. R. L. Reagan, Boston, Mass.
Clayton {Bud) Collyer, alias Superman, alias
Clark Kent, not anly plays but really looks the
part of the famous comic hero.

Q + What ever happened ta Norman Brokenshire? | always
thought he had the most inferesting voice in radia. is
he still on the air?

Patrick L. Hurley, Columbus, Ohio
Mr. Brokenshire was off the airwaves for many
years and only recently returnéd as an NBC disc
jockey. He is also heard on the Theatre Guild
progrom over ABC.
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Charming Agnes Clark IWJR's Mrs. Page) shies away from glamour,

glamour and Mrs. Page
... DON‘T AIX!

There's a charmmg ledy om WIR, Mickigan's anly 50.000
wollter, that has probably the laryest audience of komenakers in
the Middle West.

Snz‘s AN oracle of household wisdom to her vast following. Her
name, Mrs Puge, has hecome u home economicy by-word in the
very ample WJR Listening area, and she is Mrs. Radio herself to
thousands of listeners.

Yet any glamour that may have acerued to Mrs Page be-
cause of her radio fume was defluted in one short interview with
Mrs. Agnes Cluk. For Agnes Clark ctical, siraight-from-
the-shoulder, likeable lady who thinks glamewr and Mrs Page
don't mix!

Off the air, Mrs. Page ix Mrs. Agnes Clark and when asked
by a reporter, about the glamour of a radio career, Mrs. Clark
bluntly said, “P'm just a homemauker with a lot of wab.”

After thut frank startler Mys. Clark weni on, “People who
listen aren’t really interested in a glumour yal on my type of
program. They wiint to learn about cooking, sewing, and kitchen
gadgeteering.”

Mrs. Clark s not at all hesitant sbout telling Mrs. Page's
ayge. She openly states she is 48, has been murried 25 years, has a
23-yeur-oid duughter and hus been working in the business world
foy 32 years.

Uer busiuess und selling experience and radio know-how are
retiected in the sales results of her participating programs heard
over WJR at 9-130 a. m., Monday through Suturday.

Dialing back about seventeen years to her first name, she
was Jean Abbey, the Detroit Radio Shopper, sponsored by Wom-
en’s Home Companion. Eleven interesting and suceessful vears of
Jeun-Abbeving ended with the war and Agnes Clark became the
number one radio personality for a permancnt wave company.
She told women how to put in their own permanent waves whilst
doing the daily household chores at home. She brought in thou-
sinds of orde

Ina ye nd i haif she added muny new friends to the WJR
histening audience as Jane Abbott of the Permunent Wave com-
pany . . and se slipping into the Mrs. Page personality was like
slipping into a Hattie Carnegie ovigimal.

Mrs. Clark is quite proud of her radio selling record under
three names and of her vast pdvertising, writing, and selling ex-
perience before she started on the radio.

Mrs. Clark likes to sell and hkes people. She enjoys gathering’
material and talking te the ladivs of her radio audience each duy
Naturally, she is huppy too that the sponsers like her efforts. She
has « long warting list of advertisers for her programs which
apparently is glamour enough for Mrs. Paga.

www.americanradiohistorv.com
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Advertisement

Always giving something extral!”
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1 ack Smith
o the

CBS/ =
2
: ‘gj'ﬂi

i)

e

voice
with

e

a smile

J CK SMITH may sing _a“smile in his voiwee, but
he umes a fur more serious demeunor ut rehew
Jack is noted for being a pleasant and informal per:
but putiing the show together is not un easy job. Jack
maintains that his listeners deserve the best radio
show he can give them and he tries his best to make it
an eotertaining and interesting program. He takes a
personal interest in every phase of the show, including
the commere and rehearsals of the orchestr:
tions of the show. . . . So. If anything woes, wrong,
you'll know whom to blame! .

Originally from California, Jack spent
most of his youth in flonolulu where his
father, u naval officer, was stationed for a
number of years. When Juck was in high
school, he and severs) other boys used to spend
most of their evenings at the Coconut Grove
where Bing Croshy w. inging with a (rio.
They used to sit and listen to Bing und the ¢
boys sing for hours and look up te them with
stars in their eyes.

When Crosby left the Coconut Grove, Jack
and his two friends took their hearts m their
hands and auditioned for the open spot.
Dreams do come true—they got the job. From
there one thing led to another. Juck toured the
country singing with bands and finally Janded
in New York where he wus able to do some
radio work. singing with various choruses.
From time to time he was given some solo
work in a chorus and it w ‘U long before he
achieved recognition, with a featured spot on
the "“Family itour.” This led to his own pro-
gram, “The Jack Smith Show,” heard nation-
ally via CBS.

2

A good indication of popularity is frenzied
rush for his autographs. Jack signs 150 daity.

Tall...
goodigoking

masculine

. | Monday
Jack, as host to Janet Blair, 15 g

lends a hand on the maracas.

Below, bandleader Earl Sheldon gets ready to
swing inte number as Jack awaits cue Julie
Conway knocks herself out on the commercial.
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‘Im Holel Hosless - NI
NOW-and earninga v m

splendid salary”

Yot e it deappod 1

HOTELS CALL FOR TRAINED MEN & WOMEN

~tions and 2 sound
truined women and
s institut, fi

future aw.

32

Lottt ' mners, | ey
housokees eskes wnd
Soen of el Gwationa, heime often

trel
Previ

fe
irs

TALK=5ING=PLAY ’

with tHe surgr ROLEY HOME RADIO MIKE
GUARANTEED TO WORK ON ANF RADMD

et 32

ning Schoot
HET5e3, Waskimarn 7, D, &

SAM SPADE MYSTERY

1

1

e Grpnanie o

R T T : 2oluliog
i Mrs. Licwelyn, as fam

Spade pointed out to Duniy, ot

¢ had made the fatal mistake sl b ptarn” B hé ,\‘
[ of saying that Effie had ant
|

SEND NO MONEY

Just order sn SuanY Noateard and we shin C.0.D o
S5 s worrawe o send 33 end wa ohis poitoniq. MY Compiote

SEYCO MIKE, INC., DEPT. MC121
230 Grand sweer " Now Yerk 13w v, S "é |

her to Liewelyn's home.
couldtit possihly have
SELLs §70RY AFTER § pencd sincg Effic had dppm’t

ed from Sam’s office hefore
Sam had taken Mis

Iris

Fidse et Sots, Eauntain N
T et Ilewclyn falters
ot Moot he . S
LR when eonfronted with Spade’s

. accusation, admits ber part
m the murder and aceuscs

rl‘o People Hale of complicity

whowanttowrite p—
but can’t get started Answers

) YOU have that comstant urye, to weite but
the feur that a bewinner
Here s whot' the former

1) Geraldine Kay

Tk ey

et for_newecomers m writing 2y
thnn o et ~umo of the sreate U of writ &
Iniz men and ve passed from Uhe acene
To recent. gearar Who il take there

3 Learn to Dance in 5 DAYS ‘?’///
ame. 3iches and the hapiiness of 2 3 Godfr 0
e Gt or Pay Nothing! ¢

The Numm.mr Inditute of Ametici offcrw a
A

Paul Barnes

to dance! Do you jorn the fun ordo IN ONE BOOK!

you sic and watch, alone? Now. thanks to  “'Dancmng was wruten by Bett y Lee, one of

this unusual dance book, yo'll find ik Amenca’s foremos danding suthwrics, T
B . I d d . contains 16 complete dance cnurses,

much easier 10 learn 1© dance and be POPU-  warih 35 much 35 you pay far 1

lar! Your friends will be amazed and sur-  baok! It will help you learn all dance steps,

dm———— | What happens 10 you when everyone stacts  SIXTEEN DANCE COURSES ¥,
=

u 1o e by nriunk

1 leraure stantly Stution Channel City prised when they sce you do the latest dance 1;,':(1’:“::1: ll;l':-':'ha Samba. Jiuerbug. Fox
nepd writer - w.m you acauise steps weth ease. This book is written
rolesmonai’ ek hen fyeu'ie WPTZ  #3 Phi hia, Pa. clearly, simply and js . THESE 2 BOOKS icruseofias
x wtories, artieles w1 I i . . it in and mait caupon

WFIL-TV  #6 Philadelphia, Pa. 3 You Can Do | full of vasyto-foltow i oo 0 S T SRR TRRROnR
Mail vhe Coupor Now WNBT #4 New York City, N. Y. This Stes— ;umu_mn;. And you Dh;‘o:“wf! [],1 zd"’r‘“""‘ we “'J,' '"s"“de
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1280 on your dial
presents

Programs Listeners Like

RONSALIE ALLEN

Swectheart of the Prairie . .. in her nightly

presentation of American folk: music.

PRAIRIE STARS

Tunes of the wide open spaces - new
and old — interpreted by the leading
song stylists and musicians of the dav.
presented hy" Rosalie Allen. whose soft,
drawling veice’ describes each recording
in a cozy. neighborly manner. \ c¢ham-
pion girl yodeler. Rosalie vodels right
along with the music. In addition, she

sings and plays the guitar.

Dan’t Miss PRAIRIE STARS, unightly,
Monday threugh Saturday. 10 p.n., 1286
on vour dial, WOV, New York,

Are you among the many
thousands of regular listeners
to the top jazz program of the
airways? |

The 1280 CLUB, with Fred
Robbins, nightly, Monday thry
Saturday, 6:30 — 9:00 P.M.,
WOV, 1280 on your dial.

WOV Fills Your Nights With Music

: 41 NEW YORK

www.americanradiohistorv.com
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Advertisement

Ed King

featuring
An All Star Cast

Just us Wit Disney brings 1o lite his lovable choracters an the
screen and in the comic pages of newspapers throughou! the

noontime funshow featured Monday-thiough Friday an
o asorgh Wentmghause Staton
Srunch With Bill is not @ new show—its four years old—
bl its tormat is new. Founded by Bill Hinds before the wor, it
wos made much more enjoyable when Hinds refumed from fhe
Army, ond fourd King, olse @ Gl, in Ihe stotion’s continuity I
depariment
They gol their heods logether and for more thon o year mow
furning oul five shows o week headiining one
or more of is characiars. The voites are done by Eruncimaser
Beverley, the show's songstress, ond Kin
2o, who whils Hins T lousy o4 singing smeee, finds Hmsatl
dovbling os actor ond somerimes as o producer
Real down-lo earth comedy hus made tha show a fovarite wilh

Prof. Shrednop

ousin Ewald

fpr the pust yeor it has besn nccessary to reserve the studie’s
100 seals. Out-of-fown groups plon special Brunch parties and
come to Pittshurgh in thartered buses and molor caravons.
Hera ore Ed King’s imoginary characlers as seen by arlis)
Vermon tins
EVELYN SUCCOTASH—One of the guls wha reads Gver the air
and sounds Ike she hod indigestion. Probubly wears a floppy

@ husbond nomed Viadimir who loved her cooking, though she
adds, " Moy he res! in peace.”

COUSIN EWALD—One of those gardening oulhonties, precise
and occorole, but Ihe microphone or his orm gaiters Ausier him
He never moncges to say preciscly what he meons. Hat-hovse
plunts become plot house ponts, fronsplonting peach froes end up
o3 Hree-plealed pont irances

MAW GHERKINS—Rodic's own, she's known as, and far two years
now the announcer says, “Mow has gone home sorely lroubled
by the pending morriage af Tim and Marie " Unfartunolely, the

Mow Ghertins

Rand ond MeNally could

thinks france is bonded by Maurice Chevelier and Hildegarde;
can't straighten eul populotion ond eréc.

UNCLE SPIKE—The kind of man who would spike o kid's Wh
A Iwo-fisted keerecter who tells duh mappets bedtime staries about
Jerk and duh Beanstalk, Baldilocks and duh lree hears, and fhe
fions who 90 o the movie, “So This is Frank Buck “ Still enjoys
being knowd s “Son Quentin's answer fo the Singing Lody."
DOCIOR DEEMS STRAUSSMEFERThe good Doctor in hit best
Viennese occenf oltemsts o explain classical music, o as he
soys they say in Vienna, He still thinks Lambordo
is @ mild case of “rheymali oboe is on English Mamp,
v bossoon 1 @ noughvy word for cuspider

AUBREY BICEPS—The most lired, fatigued man in seven couniies
is the health advisor. As @ prizefighter “Ace in the hole” Biteps
(svally focedown] o footboll coach {his forward wall comes
from Moron Tech to give bim that unbolonctd linel: o wrestler,
ond-am authority on eling o exerciten Avkrey i worn ol
ond Fire

NIIMPNREV*NUMFI\NY is bound o pop up somewhere. His voice
hos best been described o: that of @ man who gargled wilh
Kemlone. As a ploywright he's writlen for the Salurdoy Evening
Post (but they wouldn't et him subscribel: a3 a poet he camposed,
Thaughts while stepping into o basket of mackerel,” (fish, squishi;
ond finds fime to appear us one of the Little Wheels Behing the
Big Wheets of Industry as the spot Pepsi-Cola missed,

Westinghouse Radio 5
PITTSBURGH " Uncte Saike

Rumphrey
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OF TWO LOVELY

SISTERS HAVE

ANOTHER TALEMT
RADITION ON

o

ente

Organnde, * with

Virginia's newest endeavor 15 the program
sengs by Docothy Rebards ane Glenn Witson announcing.
1630 p.m. Mondoy hroush Friday)

Winn, and g, Singing Supe
[12:30 o~ every Sunday)

Yoyl Byed,
o of the Busiest

BUILT

For many years ... WIRE fans have been dial
ing 3430 10 hear organ music by the favorite
Byrd sisters, Dessa and Vicginia. Following al-
most identical caceers, the organ “team mates”
have become favorites for a host of Indiana
listeners, and NBC audiences.

It was Dessa who ficst glamorized music for
Virginia. Virginia can still remember the first
time she saw her sister playing in the Circle
Theatre, and can still feel the thrill as the spot-
lighted organ rose up on a platform with “the
big sister,” Dessa, playing on the keys.

For a long while Virginia substituted and did
extra jobs for her sister. Dessa was the first
organist to broadeast in the state of Indiana, and
was appointed to the staff of WIRE as organist
shortly after starting her theatre carecr. Dessa
also made the outstanding record of hroadcast-
ing aver the Mutual network, coast-to-coast, for
two years. But now, Dessa has retired from a
more active schedule, and Virginia carries on
the famiily talent at the organ. Virginia now
holds the job of staff organist for WIRE, and
Dessa “helps out” The listencrs now hear
“sister” finpers on the keyboard,

Back in Robinson, tllinois, when they were
children, the family never used an alarm clock,
but gor up in the morning to Dessa’s piano
music. When she was twelve, Dessa was offered
three dollars to play for a spring millinery open-
ing, The fec Jooked huge, but next morning she
awoke with mumps, and her firs¢ professional
engagement had ta be cancelled.

Hawever, this was soon forgottea when she
wun a scholarship to the Indianapolis Conserva-
tory of Music and later studied organ in Chi-
cago, Her first work consisted of theatre jabs
followed by her "break” into radio on the
WIRE scaff.

Meanwhile, sister Virginia was following
right along in ber footsteps, She began organ at
fourteen and also had & fine grounding in piano

Wi

CLAYPOOL HOTEL °

BASIC NBC -

SNalionally %«m«n‘k{l by Jobirn
AFFILIATED WITH THE

Desia Byid dorted e fam Iy fraditis mnd ¥
ain© quiky followed her footiteps fo the orar

and theory. She made her debut as organist at the
Fountain Square Theatre in Indianapolis, and
did church work. At the same time she was sub-
stituting for Dessa on WIRE. Together they
bought 2 Hammond organ of their own which
soon paid for itself with fees from banquets,
weddings and civic affairs.

The sisters even married in the same year,
Virginia to businessman, Stephen Rechtoris, and
Dessa to Lea M. Rappaport, Indianapolis attor-
ney. Not long apo, Dessa helped out on the
WIRE staff so Virginia could take time off to
become 2 mother 1o litle Beverly Aan, And
aow Virginia's time is shared—ac home with
her hushand and baby, and 2t the organ i the
studios. When ashed about Virginia’s numerous
activities, busband Steve doesn't feel they inter.
fere with ther home life. His work often runs
aver the regular hours, and he gives his bless-
ings to the music that makes Virginia so happy.

WIRT's newest show is Virginia's "Organ-
tide,” which made its debut December Ist...a
program featuring quiet organ music typical of
the early evening hour and the ballad singing of
Dorothy Robards. Another new program thac's
rapidly gaining popularity through Virginia's
organ music is “Voices in the Night” . . high-
lighting the singing of “The Dream Builders.”
For many years listeners have associated Vir-
ginia with the “Trolley Trio™ on Sunday after-
naons. Frank Parrish, the Singing Supervisor of
the Trolley, along with Virginia Byrd, Johnnv
Winn (guitar) and Dick Monschien (prano),
have combined their tlents o give the entire
family enjoyable liscening.

The years the Bvrd sisters have heen the organ
"team” on WIRE have been thrilling years for
the girls as well as for WIRL. New programs
have heen started with the same ray of enthusi-
asm from both the listencers and the performers.
The dialers remember the familiar family name
and associate it with their fine programs that
hetp make up the WIRE daily agenda.

RE

INDIANAPOLIS, IND.

5000 WATTS

-?mém%"ony’&a/ny
INDIANAPOLIS STAR
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B dies
’ | 3ea Good Girl |

' SAVE
)\ USED FATS

Bea Smérr Girl

| Tl &m m
GEI‘ PAID PLENTY MONEY '

Our government says the world-wide shortage of

m/ﬂ
fats and oils is still serious. Help ease it . W 56/

/
- help yourself. Turn in every drop of used fat.. y ”
and get today’s hgh prices! America
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i Navy

BLACK
GREEN
GREY
BROWN
BLUE
PINK
OR AQua

Ever see a more

Skillfidly design

od suit back? Slimy,

Trims. Glorifies your
gure!

Sensational
Stit scoop!

Hunt where
you will —youll neve, find
a 2-piece suit o surpass
this toadway Fashions
value at 6981 Just look
at that jacket. The new
stoped sﬂouhlers. The ele-
ant uncluttere ] neckline.
iIZ‘he ﬂuttermg Lie waistline,
The skirt with the new slit
sides! Zipper placket for
erfect fip, Crisply tai-
Fored rayon gubardipe.
12-14-16.18.2() And 38.
40-42-44~46»48-50-52.
Rush coupon. We maj]
immediutely.

all
Sizes

$69.8

38-52

SN - o . .
5 Order direct by maj from
N Fashions pept. 4765 599 Broadway. New York 12, N. Y. : | Y
Broadicay Iashions pept. § l———— i —— oo
: S O e e ) e e e e o o L
chorges If 1 celighed, | =
: pay postage DF :’;W . T Second Calar Chorce. 8001 [ = 7‘0
P e , : w
-
' =
N 5 .
: NAME forinti g 9
: ADDRESS. i} n-z- cw ‘c ; Zd
' 1AL MONEY ORDER 44 99 BROADWAY, NEW yop 12, N,
o O CHEGK DR
Oy GO = == SEND NO MONEY
- e ——— s

www americanradiohistorv com


www.americanradiohistory.com

"fl Leading Nose
and Throat Specialists
B Suggest...

PHILIP MORRIS!”

H E R E 9 S W H Y 3 Remember: LESS IRRITATION MEANS MORY EN-
.

JOYMENT . . . the perfect cnjovment in Puinie

Because PHILIP MORRIS is the ONLY cigarette  Monris of the fine {luvor and aroma of the world’s
proved definitely far less irritating . . . top-ranking  choicest lohaccos.

nose and throat specialists suggest PHILIP MORRIS Yes! 1f every smoker knew wlial poiLie atonks

to their patients in cases of irritation due to  smokers kuow, they'd all e¢hange 10 Prnae Mogiis

smoking. < America’s pivest Cigarette!

e FoR PHILIP MORRIS
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