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Desiderio Alberto Arna:.: IV mllke~ his debu t. 

THE NATION'S 

Everyone loves Lucy, but 

ON A BEAUTIFUL spring clay this year, L ucille 
Ball and Desi Arnaz stood at the christening 
Cont of Our Lady of the ValIey Church 

and watched their son, the most famous baby in 
the nation, being christened officially Desiderio 
Alberto Arnaz IV. His s ister, little Lucie 
Desiree, born nearly two yearS before, watched 
with her solemn dark eyes. "He's my baby," li ttle 
Lucie said when newsmen asked her to pose 
with her mother holding Desiderio. But this 
wasn't quite literally true-for he was everyone's 
baby, because in a few short hours of life he 
had captured a nation's heart. Desi J unior's 
arrival date, via Caesarean, coincided perfectly 
with the script writers' desires on the I Love 
Lucy program-January 19, 1953. These past 
years have been exciting ones for Desi and . 
Lucille-phenomenally successful. Besides 
I Love Lucy, they have also made a movie (or 
Metro entitled, "The Long, Long Trailer." The 
advent of two children, however-after ten 
years of marr iage-has made life just about as 
wonderful as it can be. 

MOST FAMOUS BABY 
LUCI LLE BALL and DESI ARNAZ 

lucille was botn in Butte, Mont., doughter of a mining engineer, but grew 
up in Jamestown, N. Y. She t-tas been a model and chorine on Broodway, an 
extra, bit.player and film star in Hollywood . .. Desi is a native of Santiago, 
Cuba, where his father was mayor, but the family fled to Miami, Fla., following 
the 1933 revolution. He', been a vocali,t and bandl eader on tour, played a 
leading role in "Too Many Girls" on Broadway ... lucille and Desi met while 
making the film version of "Too Many Girls," and were' married Nov. 30, 19-40, 
in Greenwich, Conn. They live on a fi ve-acre ranch near Chatsworth, Calif., with 
two-year-old lucie Desiree and baby Desiderio. For pictures of lucille and 
Desi, write them: c/ o OesiJu Playhouse, bbn Romaine, Hollywood, Calif. 

Lucy's and Desi's love ts reserved f or a magnificent family 

Holding heaven in 
their arms---De!!i alld Luc) 
with their t iny SOli 

and daughter Lucie Desiree. 

-. 

-'- --

t 
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DENNIS JAMES IS HAPPILY MARRIED! 

A ki ll!! for ",Micki(:" I nee Ma rjorie Crawford). 

Under the Florida moon 

Dennis wooed and 

won his own fair lady 

DENNIS JAMES met Marjorie ("Mickie") 
Crawford in Florida. Mickie thought 
he was a "nice young man" who 

"worked around radio"! She knew he was 
pretty serious when he started flying 
down on his free days, just to be with 
her. But it wasn't until she returned to 
New York and found Dennis to be just 
about the hardest-working man in the 
business that she said "yes." Since his 
marriage, Dennis has been bicycling 
between four major network shows
Chance 01 A Lifetime (ABC-TV), Turn 
To A Friend (ABC Radio), The Fred 
Allen. Show (NBC-TV), and Two For 
The Money (CBS-TV). Somehow or 
other, he manages to find time to do a 
wonderful job for the United Cerebral 
Palsy Association, emceeing their tele
thons with fiying trips to Denver, Miami, 
Philadelphia and San Antonio. He's 
taking up painting, since Mickie is a 
commercial artist, and he can thus share 
her enthusiasms. Together they bought 
a home and are now decorating it. 

DENNIS JAMES 

Demi James Sposa was born thirty-six years ago, in Jersey City, N. J., where 
his father was in the construction business. He took a pre-medical course at 
St. Peter's College and received his bachelor's degree. But working port-time 
acting and announcing, on Station WAAT in his home town, changed his interest 
from medicine to microphone. Demi altered his Italian nome to Dennis James 
and went after a radio career in earned. He worked on local stations in New 
York 0$ a disc ioekey, announcer, emcee, and sporh commentator, and eventually 
progressed to the networks. Dennis was one of the pioneers in television and 
become very popular when he did the fint video wrestling programs. His 
"Okoy. Mother" phrase started as a result of explanations of unfamiliar 
grunt-and-groan terms. He and his wife live in New Rochelle, New York. For 
(I picture, write him c/ o ABC, 7 West b6th St .• New York, N. Y. 

\\\\\~,," 
I r~iEB1Al _ • 

.. 

You ng Mrs. James shares her husband's enthusiasm lor Cerebral Pals)" campaign5- and Denn is. 
to please his bride, is lea"ning to paint! Prize·flght photos disappeared with his bachelor den, 
(lnd both Jameses are now sketching the view from their new home overlooking Long hland Sou nd. 
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THE NOT~ 

Marie Wilson is 

radiantly happy in 

a marriage ideal 

for these two 

SO~DUMB BRIDE 

Doh Fallon thinks Marie's a perfect ",ire-even if she does Irma-ish things with tables and. phones! 

A N ANGEL was looking over Marie Wilson's shoulder 
It when love came to her at last. Frightfully ill, 

Marie had been literally carried on a stretche r 
from the My Friend Irma show one night. and for a 
few days it was nip-and-tuck whether or not she 
would live. It was during these few days that Robert 
Fallon, a young Hollywood TV producer, paced the 
hospital corridors and swore to himself that Marie 
would be his bride. At the end of her illness, Marie 

herself knew that Bob was the first person who had 
ever really cared. Today, Marie is happily furnishing 
their home (albeit in typical Inna fashion-she was 
given a coffee ,table and had to find the house and 
furnish ings to go with it) in between the My Friend 
lnna shows and motion-picture work. To the ques
tion "Are you really dumb?" Marie usually replies, 
"Naturally--do you want me to lose my job?" But 
everyone who knows her gives another answer. 

MARIE WILSON 
Marie was barn in Anaheim, Calif., Dec. 31 , 1918, as Katherine Elitabeth 
Wilson. Her father was a real estate operator and orange grower. Marie hod 
early ambitions to be a movie actress and started out as a Hallywood extra, 
later graduating to bit parh. Her big chance came when she won the lead in 
" Boy Meeh Girl." Other films followed and then, in 1942, Marie joined Ken 
Murray's "Blackouh," remaining with the show until My Friend Irmo hoppened. 
She ond her husband live in Hollywood and ,hare their home with Hobbs. a 
Yorkshire terrier which "Irma" soys is the most humon dog in the world . For 
a picture, write her: c/ o CBS. 6121 Sunset Blvd ., Hollywood . Calif. 

9 
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Mr. Bachelor's a FATHER NOW! 

Unmarried, Jack preened for many a gla mour-date. 

l ack Barry was the cream 

of the bachelor crop until he 

married Marcia Van Dyke 

JACK and his wife Marcia are m uch more than 
just a team in marriage. Marcia is the mother 
of their baby boy, J effrey, bu t she is also 

the co- star of their other new p roduction, It's 
The Barrys. It aU started when Marcia Van Dyke 
was starring in "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn." 
Jack saw her picture, thought she was wonderfuJ 
and- knowing that one of h is child panelists in 
Juvenile Jury was also in the cast of the Broadway 
musical- persuaded the youngster to introduce 
them . . .. J ack not only has Juvenile Ju ry on NBC 
Radio and TV, but L ife Begi1L3 at Eighty on 
ABC Radio and Du Mont TV, Wisdom. Of T he 
Ages (Du Mont ) a nd Ok Baby! He was the cr eam 
of the bachelor crop--even h is "juvenile jurors" 
wer e giving up hope of sparking a romance w ith 
their favorites among his many dates-when Marcia 
came along. S he p roved to be the spark that 
set the home fires bu rning. 

JACK BARRY 

Jack was horn March 20, 1918, in lindenhurd, N. Y., and received his early 
education there. He later attended the Whorton School of Finance and 
Business at the University of Pennsylvania_ Upon graduation in 1939, he 
went to work for his fother's handkerchief-manufacturing concern. But hankies 
weren't as intereding as broadcasting to young Mr_ Barry, so he gave them 
up to enroll in the radio school ot Northwestern University. In the fall of 
194), he got his first job at Stotian WTTM in Trenton, New Jersey. The 
next year he was hired by WOR in New York as announcer and producer. 
While there, Jock developed his ideo for Juvenile Jury, which was on im
mediate success. His other shows followed and subNlquently he helped form Q 

highly succenful firm which producel many radio and television programs. Jock, 
his wife Marcia, and their san Jeffrey live in Manhattan. For a pidure, write 
him: c/ o Barry-Enright.Friendly Productions, 667 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 

Mar r ied, he finds his universe happil y revolving around lovely wife Marcia and baby Jeffrey. 
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Blessed Children 

Baby in the crib is Hoy's new little 
girl, Dodie. Below, he introduces Dust y 
(left) to "kid brother" Sand) ( ri~htL 

12 

Even as little Robin was slipping away 

from Roy Rogers and Dale Evans, two 

more children were ready to take her place 

l ITTLE DoE, nine months old, and five-yeal"-old Sandy joined 
L the Rogers' household this year, immediately following 

the death of little Robin, who had a heart condition from 
birth. "Sc not forgetful to entertain strangers; for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares," is the Quotation from the 
Bible that inspired Dale to write two-year-old Robin's story 
under the titl~ "Angel Unaware"-proceeds of which will 
go to help handicapped children. Dodie (as LitUe Doe is 
called) and Sandy bring the total number of children to 

five-Cheryl, Linda and Roy, Jr., are the others who call Ro)· 
and Dale their parents. "Robin created a ministry for me," 
Dale says now, "a ministry of ministering to others. And 
she.did the same for Roy, too. God has really smiled on us, 
for we have 'a house full of happy chpdren. Seems as if 
we've been a family like this forever." Truly, Dale and 
Roy are two of Hollywood's exemplary citizens. 

Ranch CJ'8 on parade : First girl in twin.print ski rt is daughter Cheryl, 
then Dale, younp;er daughter Linda. Dusty. Roy himself. and young Sand}. 

> ..... 

' ~~. 
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Dale and Roy found their new children while touring East, made the Western youngsters very happy on their return. 

DALE EVANS and ROY ROGERS 

Dole is from Uvalde, Texas, grew up in Osceola, Ark., studying piano, voice 
and dancing. later, she worked as a stenographer in Memphis, Tenn., for on 
insurance company which sponsored a local radio program. Her boss gave 
her a chance to be on the show, and soon Dole was singing on big progroms 
in Chicago. Going to Hollywood for a screen test, Dole eventually settled 
down at Republic Pictures, where she's made some thirty films with Roy Rogers 
.. • Roy was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, grew up on his father's form near Duck 
Run. He hod to leave high school to help his family. A good singing voice 
and a flair for the guitar mode it possible for Roy to pick up e.tra money 
entertaining at local shindigs. In 1929, he headed west for Rosewell, N. M., 
worked at a radio station there for his room and board. then on to Holly. 
wood. He was signed by Republic in 1938, and Roy ond his horse, Trigger. 
become nationally famous . . . Roy's also a big nome on records and rodeo 
tours. His marriage to his leading lady has beeen most happy, professionally 
and personally. They live on a ranch within commuting distance of both the 
film studio and their NBC Radio and TV programs. For pictures, write them: 
c/ o Republic Pictures, North Hollywood, Calif. 
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Jo Swfford's Tim adds 

immeasurably to her happy marriage 

N
OVEMBER NINETEENTH this year mal'lts the biggest 
event in Jo Stafford's life, for then she and her 
husband, Paul Weston, celebrate the first birthday 

of Timothy John, their son. As Jo will tell you, a smile 
El'om Tim is worth a ll the accolades she has ever 
received in her life. This past year, however, has 
been crowded for these two. Following her marriage 
to Paul two years ago, Jo honeymooned in Europe 
and stopped off in London long enough to break the 
record for packing people into its famed Palladium. 
She's carried on with her shows for CBS Radio and 
TV, her hit recordings, and her Radio Luxembourg 
program, which is beamed throughout Europe. Jo used 
to be a happy-go-lucky girl who took life in a sort of 
"I'll-he-there-when-I-get-lhere" attitude, but now 
she's a woman who could have a clock set by her 
schedule. Timothy J ohn is resJ?onsible-for: J o' has 
found -she must get up with the dawn in order to have 
her playtime with Tim before she goes about her 
daily rounds. She's loving it, because Tim has given 
her and Paul the happiness which makes marriage 
complete. '·Golly. I'm a happy woman." she beams. 

Motherhood 
is Wonderful 

The Paul Westons weigh thei r priceless treasure. 

JO STAFFORD 

J o ha ils from Coalinga, Colifornia , and storted sing ing pro fessionally with 
two of her sideri in 0 trio; ned she joined t he Pied Pipen q ua rtet wit h Tommy 
Dorsey's orchestro. t hen rose to fome through her solo recordings. She hos 
been 0 top stor of the a irwaves ever since. J o and he r husband , Paul W eston, 
live in Bel Air, California . For 0 picture. write her c/o C BS, 6121 Sunset Bl vd ., 
Hollywood , Calif. , 

J 

~ 

SUIIsn Pe le r8 "Miss Susml" of TV. 

SUSAN PETERs passed away in a California hospital 
October 23, 1952. Though the actual cause of her 
death was kidney failure and complications, her close 

friends believe she had also lost the will to live. Susan 
had played the heroine in Min SuaaR, a television 
series on NBC, inspired by her own life story. At the 
height of her movie career, she was tragically injured, 
on New Year's Day, 1945, in a h unting accident which 
left her paralyzed from the waist down. Susan Peters 
was born in Spokane, Washington, but grew up in 
HoUywood, California. While she was attending 
Hollywood High School, she became interested in a 
movie career. At eighteen, she was screen-tested at 
Warner Brothers, and signed to a contract. M-G-M 
gave her a strong role in "Random Harvest," and Susan's 
future in Hollywood looked bright. She was featured 
in many big Metro pictures and was headed for 
stardom when she was crippled for life. Susan was 
married to actor Richard Quine, but they werc divorced 
about t hree years befol'e she passed on. 

Two Beloved Entertainers Die 

TilE snow WORLD lost one of its most bcloved 
mcmbers when Hattie McDaniel passed on in 
October of last year. She died at the Motion 

Picture Country Hospital in North Hollywood, follOwing 
a long illness. Hattie had starred in Beulah for CBS, 
and enjoyed a tremendous success, For some time 
after her death, the sponsors of the p l'Ogram continued 
the series with episodes recorded by Miss McDaniel. 
Hattie was born in Wichita, Kansas. When she was 
still a youngster, her parents moved to Denver, where 
she attended school. At fifteen, she won a medal for 
"recitations" and this gave her the idea of trying for 
show business, She had a natural voice which enabled 
her to gel a vocalist's job with G(!C)rgc Morrison's 
orchestra. In 1924, Hattie went on the stage. She 
traveled with road shows and trouped in vaudeville 
on the famed Pantages circuit. Whenever a show 
Ropped or there were no bookings, she would get a 
job as a cook or maid until things got better. In 1931, 
Hattie made her first pictUre, playing Queenie in 
"Show Boat." She topped her brilliant' career with 
her role in "Gone With The Wind," for which she 
received Hollywood's coveted Academy Award. Her 
second career in radio £ollowed,with new fame as Beulah. 

I l a ttie McDa n iel- memorable "Beulah." 
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COURAGEOUS JANE 

Jane, her husband Caplain 
John Burn , a~d hcr beloved 
mother. Mrs. Anna Helzler. 

When Jane Froman 

danced on USA Canteen this 

year, she was a woman who'd 

conquered the world 

FOR A FEW seconds, J anc Froman looked 
directly into the camera and waited -for 
the music to swell to full volume. Then, 

without hesitation, her body moved in 
unison with its rhythm and she was dancing 
gracefully about the stage. For Jane and 
a ll those who had followed her career 
so closely, it was a moment of complete 
triumph. Since 1942, when she was so 
horribly injured in a plane crash nea." 
Lisbon, Spain, while flying to war-torn 
Europe on a usa tour, Jane has undergone 
no less than twenty-five operations on 
hel" shattered leg. In between hospital 
t.-ips. in braces and casts enough to 
discourage anyone from ever trying to 
move again, iime managed to keep 
working and, above aU, to keep hoping 
that some day she would walk without 
artificial aids. This day had arrived. 
Coupled with this triumph is the love 
story of Jane and John Burn-John was 
the man who supported her in the water 
until rcscue crews could arrive. A pilot 
for Pan-American, John started visiting 
Jane in the hospital and love was born 
in their hearts. Thcy were married a 
little over two years ago. 

JANE FROMAN 
St. louis, Missouri, cloims Jone Fromon as 0 notive doughter. She attended 
the University of Missouri. where she mojored in journalism • . Her musical 
education. however. led her to roles in vorious college productions. Paul 
Whiteman wa$ impressed with her rich soprano voice and orranged on 
audition for her in Chicago. Then come her big chance on network radio 
in New York. Jane WO$ a great fovorite of the late President Roosevelt. 
She wos one of the fint performers to join the usa Camp Show tours, shortly 
before her tragic occident. In 1950, 20th Century.Fox brought her life story 
to the screen ("With A ~ong In My Heart")-Su~n Hoyword played Jane, 
but the Froman voice recorded all the song5. Jone and her husbond, Captain 
John Burn. live in New York City. For 0 picture. write her: c/ o CBS·TV, 485 
Madison Ave .• New York, N. Y. 
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RED SKEL TON-
Troubled Laughter 
He faces marital probLems, 

contract battLes and iLL heaLth 
Aa a clown, he's at the top o' the heap. 

RED S KUTON had more than h is share of personal 
troubles the past .yea r. His illness was more 
serious than first expected and necessitated difficul t 

surgery to correct 8 stomach ailment. He had a relapse 
durinli( his recovery, preceded and followed by marital 
t l"Cublcs with his wife. the fonner Georgia Davis. 
Rumors have it that the Skeltons' personal situation 
is still anyth ing but smooth. Career-wise, Red a nd 
his sponsors went 'round and ' round over the subject 
of his televis ion show being live 01' on film. But that 
should straighten itself out one way or another this 
season. CBS and NBC battled like mad to sign Red to 
a !ong-telm contract, with NBC final ly winn ing ou t 
and getting the Skelton signature on a fabulous deal, 
calling for his exclusive services on both radio and 
television. 

As a husband, thi ngs haven't been .so smooth lately. 

RED SKELTON 

Richord "Red" Skelton comes by his lough-moking tolents natural/y. His 
father. Joseph Skelton. WOI 0 fomous clown with the Hogenbeck and Wollace 
Circus. Red got his fint performing job in a medicine sho";' in his home town. 
Vincennes. Indiano. at the age of ten. As 0 youth, he worked on showboats. 
in stock componies, in circuses, and finoll y londed in burlesque. Burlesque 
eventually led him to the movies and his fi rst appeorance in "Hoving a 
Wonderful Time," in 1938. In 1941 , Red invaded radio. where he hos been 
ever since, ond he was one of the fint film stan to get tel evision rights 
in his contract. He married Georgio Davis in 1945 ond they have two children. 
Valentino Marie, si •• and Richard. Jr., five. For pictures. write : Red Skelton 
Office. c/ o Culver City Hotel, Culver City. Californio. 

Long ill, Dixie made few puhlic appea rances. 

Let'a Pretend lady launched many famous careers. 

Dixie 
Crosby 
Dies 

BI NG was saddened by the death of 
his wife, Dixie Lee Crosby, last 
fall. He recently returned from a 

long trip to Europe with his youngest 
son, Lindsay. The Crosby offspring 
include four boys- Gary, 19, twins 
Phillip and Dennis, 18, and Lindsay, 
14. Gary seems most likely to follow 
in his famous father 's footsteps when 
he graduates from college .... Mean
while. Bihg's venture into video is 
being anxiOUsly awaited. Harry Lillis 
Crosby, Jr" acquired that nickname 
"Bing" in his hometown, Tacoma, 
Washington, and the Groaner-as he 
calls himself- went on to become the 
best-known entertainer of our lime 
in radio, in motion pictures,on records 

Nila Mack 
is gone 

THE BELOVED CBS producer, known 
as "The Fairy Godmother of 
Radio," was found dead of an 

apparent heart attack in her New 
York apartment last January twen
tieth. A native of Arkansas City, 
Kansas, Nila Mack started her Le,', 
PTetend program on CBS in 1930, 
after a career in vaudeville and on 
the legitimate stage. Through the 
years, she gave many of loday's head
liners their acting stal'ts- among them 
P eter Donald. Marilyn Erskine, Skippy 
Homeier, Billy Haiop and Donal,d 
Buks . 
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DIVORCE 
FOR 

DONALD 

O'Connor family threesome III happier day!!. 

Donald O'Connor dances and sings 

TH~UCH Donal~'s career bas, been skyrocketing, 
hLS personal life has been In a turmoil. After 
many marital trials and tribulations, the 

O'Connors finally told it to a judge this summer 
in Los Angeles and Mrs. O'Connor (Gwen 
Carter) was granted a jlivorce. Gwen and Don 
were married in 1944, when they were both in 
their teens, and they have a daughter, Donna, 
who was born Aug. 10, 1946. Gwen won custody 
of Donna, but Donald was given visitation rights. 
In addition, he was awarded the family pet, 
an Irish wolfhound named O'F1ynn. Since their 
court appearance, Gwen has been dating movie 
actor Dan Dailey off and on, while Don has been 
seen with many girls. However, long-time pals of 
the O'Connors say that an ultimate reconciliation 
is not an impossibility, inasmuch as California 
divorces take a year to become final. Meantime, 
Donald's career star continues to rise. His 
contract with NBC was renewed, and he will be 
among the scintillating stars this season on the 
Sunday night Colgate Comedy HOUT. 

his way into the public heart-but Gwen closes her heart to h in! 

DONALD O 'CONNOR 

Donold Dixon Ronald O'Connor is a Chicago boy, born there August 30, 
192-4. His father John E. "Chuck" O'Connor, was one of the greatest acrobats 
with the Ringling Brothers Circus. He died when Donald was only six months 
old, and Donald's mather and older brother, Jack, carried on the oct. Donald 
was added to the proceedings when he was three-ond.half, to do a baby 
venion of the " Black BaHam." Gradually the O'Connor family branched 
into vaudeville and for years trouped back and forth across the country. Often 
they were broke and out of bookings, but somehow they kept going. In 1938, 
while appearing in Los Angeles, Donald was spotted by a POI"amount Pictures 
anidant director, who suggested him for Bing Crosby's kid brother in "Sing, 
You Sinners." He has been in movies ever since, except for a two.year dretch 
in the Army in World War II. For a picture, write him~ c/ o Universol·lnter. 
national Studios, Universal City, Calif. 
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THIS IS A MAN WHO HAS LIVED FULLY-AND ALMOST DIED 

Young Arthur sports a sa ilor suit and a salute. with his sis(cn-B while ensemble and a leer, with school chums. 

ARTHUR GoDFREY is a man who has worked in a coal 
mine, washed dishes in a restaurant, driven a taxi 
cab, clerked in a shabby hotel. And he's a man 

who hobnobs with statesmen and generals, with busi
ness executives and scientists, with the greats of Holly
wood and Broadway ... the man who likes people for 
what they are and for what they can be, not alone for 
what they have already done ... and never for what 
they possess. 

Godfrey is a man who can understand pain and suffer
ing, perhaps better than anyone, for he himself has lain 
helpless-and, at times, hopeless-in a hospital. There 
is strength, too. For Arthur Godfrey, injured in an 
automobile accident, with several dozen fractures and 
serious lacerations, was able to make a complete mental 
and physical conquest of what might have been to others 
a permanent disability. Yes, this is a man who has 
lived-and almost died. Until last May, Godfrey walked 
in pain. In May, he was operated on successfully and, 
at next year's end, he should never again use a cane. 

There is a beginning to all these Godfrey stories, 
which is a warm August 31, 1903, the day a red-haired 
boy was born to the Godfreys in New York City. They 
named him Arthur after his father, and he was the first 
of the three boys and two girls who later filled the house 
with their laughter and shrieking and fighting and fun. 
By the time Arthur was two, the falT'ily moved from 
crowded upper Amsterdam Avenue to the quieter com
munity of Hasbrouck Heights, N. J ., across the river. 

When Godfrey joined the Navy, at a Cleveland, Ohio. 

recruiting office on May 11, 192G-before his seventeenth 
birthday (he said he was eighteen, and looked it)
Arthur had had almost as many jobs as he had freckles. 
He had been a typist in a World War I Army separation 
center in New Jersey (he got that job, too, by lying a 
little about his experience and age). There he met a 
soldier, a former coal miner, and Arthur left with him 
to work in the Pennsylvania coalfields. But a cough 
developed from underground work, and he had to be 
transferred to the open where he helped with the coal 
cars as they sprang up from the mine. He tried his hand 
at other things-lumberjacking, helping on farms, in the 
Goodyear plant at Akron, Ohio, where he was doing 
well until a railroad strike brought unemployment. And 
he took dish washing jobs whenever funds got too low 
to eat any other way. 

In the Navy, he signed liP for a two-year hitch and 
took radio specialist training, followed by a tour of duty 
as radio operator on a destroyer. Then he signed again 
for another two years, serving on a cruiser and another 
destroyer. At the time of the Greco-Turkish War, he 
was waiting for an appointment to Annapolis, but he 
chose action instead and shipped as a radioman on a 
destroyer dOing patrol duty in the Mediterranean. He 
had his banjo with him, which he had learned to play 
acceptably, and he had picked up a knowledge of the 
ukulele from a Hawaiian bunkmate, so with some 
of his musical pals he could entertain in every port, 
finding it a way of getting extra meals and serenading 
girls. 

ARTHUR GODFREY'S 
Love those sla~ and stripes! Godfrey gets an honorary captaincy III Easlern Air Lines from 

FABULOUS LIFE 
S,!e l\' ,'.,'t '-u."f' ) 
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Godfrey In early Navy days. still under-age. 

In 1924, after four years of the Navy, he was back in 
Hasbrouck Heights. He thought he was ready to settle 
down, but destiny hadn't finished his education by. any 
means, and the next three years saw the most remark
able series of business adventures and misadventures. 
of travels back and forth across the continent, of good 
jobs and awful ones. In 1927, he re-enlisted, this time 
in the Coast Guard. He was adding to his technical 
schooling and was getting more and more of the educa
tion he so much wanted, graduating the highest in the 
advanced mathematics course, teaching radio to other 
recruits, and serving aboard a Coast Guard destroyer. 
When he graduated from Radio Material School in June, 
1929, he was sent to Baltimore to work on radio equip
ment. 

One night, he and some of his pals were listening to 
radio station WFBR in Baltimore, where an amateur 
program was in full swing. "You're better than the guy 
who's q,n now," one of the boys said to Godfrey. ''Why 
don't you go up and gel on?" "Why don't we all go up 
and get on 1" Arthur challenged them. So they went as 
a group. But, after Arthur had plunked h is banjo a bit 
and sung a number, he got invited back the next week. 
No one knew it then, least of al1 Godfrey, but that night 
in 1929 began one of- the most famous careers in the 
history of radio and television. "What could I lose by 
going along with it?" was the way Arthur felt about 
it then. 

For the next months he managed to mix his duties to 
the Coast Guard and his performanceJ on radio, until 
his honorable discharge on April 1, 1930. Billed as ."Red 
Godfrey, the Warbling Banjoist," he was sponsored at 
five dollars a performance by a pet shop, to advertise 
its birdseed. He was soon promoted to announcer. 

In Washington, life was leveling off pleasantly when, 
suddenly, everything went to pieces. It was the morning 
of September 26, 1931, and he was on his way out to 
practice some glider flying. A truck coming toward 
him on a country road lost a front wheel and crashed 
head-on. Arthur landed in a hospital with a fractured 
pelvis, B dislocated right hip, fractures of both kneecaps, 
and severe lacerations on arms, hands and even one 
side of his head. Less than six months later, however, 
he hobbled back to his microphone on crutches, using 
a cane after a while. It was two years before he could 
bend his knees very much. 

Later, in the Coast Guard-but making music. 

Vieiting a. favorite teacher, back in Jersey. 

J anuary 26, 1934, eleven days after Arthur joined the 
CBS Washington staff, was one of the red-letter days of 
his life. Hearing that his old station was bringing in 
competition for their red-headed former employee. in 
the person of an important New York radio personality, 
Godfrey asked his new bosses to let him go on the air 
late the preceding night and stay all night, right through 
his early-morning show. Listeners, he argued, wouldn't 
desert him in the morning if he had held their interest 
before the other fellow's starting time. 

There were no facilities for all-night broadcasting 
from the studio, so they moved him out to the swamps 
near Alexandria, Va., to the transmitter building, where 
he worked with the help of an engineer, a turntable and 
some records, and a telephone. Everything was on his 
side. A lonesome girl in a New York hotel room heard 
the show and called him on the telephone. Listeners 
heard only Arthur's side of the conversation, but the 
banter was titillating and made lively radio fare. She 



ARTHUR GODFREY'S 
FABULOUS LIFE 

Hoapitalization can't 
dim the radiance of his 
grin-or fade the colors 
of his Ha ..... aiian shirts! 

kept calling back all through the night. Walter Winchell 
happened to be doing a little dial-twisting in his New 
York apartment, searching out the local shows that 
could get through at that hOUT. He got Godfrey on the 
telephone and asked him to play some Ben Bernie rec
ords and rib them. Bernie, listening with Winchell, was 
dumbfounded (until he caught on to the joke) when this 
Washington all-nighter kept interrupting his records 
with a series of spoofing remarks. Everyone was hav_ 
ing fun, and when, toward morning, a weary Godfrey 
wished out loud he had some good steaming coffee and 
a couple of sandwiches, so many people in nearby areas 
got in their cars and brought coffee and food that the 

highways were jammed. Nothing like it had ever hap
pened before. 

The Godfrey stunt was recorded in the local columns 
and Walter Winchell made a big thing of the lonesome 
lady who had kept up the nocturnal long-distancing to 
the transmitte .... Job offers poured in to Arthur. so many 
of them that he finally took a trip up to New York to get 
Winchell's advice. He made up his own mind, in the 
end-to stay with CBS and to ask for a network show. 

Later, the network piped part of the early morning 
show into New York, and in 1944-1945 they gave him a 
real chance at big-time broadcasting. 

The rest is history. 

ARTHUR GODFREY 
"The King" was born Aug. 31. 1903, in New York City ..• started 
"hool in Hasbrouck Heights, N. J .... completed his education in the 
Novy-where he now holds a commander's rank. He mode his radio 
debut in 1929 ..• went network over CBS in 1944 . .. has since been 
seen and/or heard on Arthur Godfrey Time (weekday mornings) and 
Godfrey And His Friends (Wednesday nights), plus the ever.popular 
Talent Scouls (Monday nights). and assorted shows on Sundays! For a 
picture. write him: c/o Arthur Godfrey Office. 485 Madison Ave., New 
York. N. Y. 
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HHow could this happen 

to me?" J uli us La Rosa asks 

Julius and Arthur are 

both "Navy," always give 

I( gob a cordial welcome. 

FORTUNATE FELLOW 
A YEAR AGO, Julius La Rosa was sitting on a sub

way, riding to CBS studios asking himseU, "How 
could trus happen to me?" Now he rides his 

convertible between his new home and the studios 
and says, "How could all this be happening to me?" 
In this past year, Julius has had just about every 
dream come true. He's bouiht his parents a home 
(his father still operates his TV sales-and-service 
in Brooklyn), he's met Perry Como, his boyhood idol, 
and he's singing-singing all day long .... Julius was 

discovered when his shipmates asked Commander 
Arthur Godfrey if he'd audition an Aviation E1ec
tronicsman Third Class who was stationed aboard the 
aircraft carrier U.S.S. Wright. Godfrey was enter
taining at the enlisted men's club that night, so he 
invited Julius to sing there. When Julius received 
his next leave, he was a guest on Godfrey's program. 
A year later, when he was released from the service, 
Julius was made a full-fledged "Little Godfrey." 
Could any man ask for anything more? 

JULIUS LA ROSA 

Julius was born Jon. 2, 1930, in Brooklyn, N. Y. He received only a year's 
instruction in voice when he song with the Navy Bond: otherwise, he learned 
from listening to Sinatra, Crosby and Como. His father, 0 Seabee in World 
War II, convinced him he should join the Navy in 19~7. Julius is unmarried. 
For 0 pictur~. write him: c/o CBS, ~85 Madison Ave., New York, 1'1. Y. 



CINDERELLA 
SIMMS 

Lu Ann Simms is a little 

girl who had a big opportunity 

and made the most of it 

A LITTLE over a year ago, a slim, blue-eyed girl 
faced tI. microphone and a television camera 
for the first time in her life. She was on the 

Arthur Godfrey Talent Scouts program and she 
was nervous as all get-out. At a table on her right, 
a red-haired man grinned kindly and she could 
just feel he was rooting for her. The studio audience 
broke out in applause-and Lu Ann Sirruns had 
won. But her Cinderella story was just beginning. 
The next morning, she was singing for other mil
lions who listen to Arthur Godfrey Time, and shortly 
afterwards she became a regular "Little Godfrey." 
Just twenty-one years old, Lu Ann was deluged 
with movie offers, contracts of every conceivable 
kind. . . . However, it was Arthur Godfrey's advice 
that she stay where she was and take lessons in 
singing, dancing and acting to prepare herself for 
the future in show business which would come when 
she was ready. Lu Ann-who had been making $33 
a week as a record saleslady in a department store. 
before her eventful appearance-has been willing 
to take his advice. She's made some records, in
cluding "Red Is for Roses" and "When It's Just 
About September." She still goes home for week
ends to Rochester, N. Y., where her father works 
for the city and her brother Don attends school. Her 
other brother, John, has been a soldier in Korea. 

"Working" in Floricla- Lu Ann and Julius. 

LU ANN SIMMS 

She was born Lucille Ann Ciminelli, July II, 1932, in Rochester, N. Y. She 
started stud)'ing voice early, but hod no professional experience before 
singing for Godfrey, (She once thought she'd like to be 0 doctor.) It was 
her fother who suggested that she shorten her nome to Lu Ann Simms. She is un· 
married. For a picture, write her: c/o CBS, 485 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 
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Friendship 
Pays off 

Frank Parker helped a 

rcdbea(1 from ' Vashington who 

remembered, when the going 

was tough (or Frank 
Parker in costume with Godfrey- and I)llrker ofi-camera. 

FRANK PARKER is a man who believes in the value 
of friendship-and with good reason. Many years 
ago, when Frank was on top, as the singing star 

with such headliners as Jack Benny, Burns and Allen. 
Fred Allen, Ben Bernie and Eddie Cantor, he met 
and liked a then-unknown redhead who had a pro
gram down Washington way- Arthur Godfrey. Frank 
took the redhead with him, introducing him around 
his show-business circle. At the crest of the wave, 
Frank, soon afterward, retired- he had enough of 
fame, ce rta inly enough money. Inflation, a couple of 

failures in the restaurant business, and Frank de
cided it was time to re-enter show business. At CBS. 
Frank met the redhead he'd once befriended ... and 
the redhead remembered. Frank did a few guest 
appearances on Arthur God/rey And Hi$ FTiend3 and 
Arthur Godfrey asked him to stay as long as he 
wished. Elsewhere in the country, Frank had friends, 
too-friends he'd never seen but who remembered him 
from "the old days." They wrote in to tell Frank (and 
Godfrey) how much they enjoyed his singing, how 
much they Javed ha ving him back. P.S . He stayed! 

FRANK PARKER 

He was born Fronk Ciccio, April 29, 1903, grew up on ManhaHan's Lower West 
Side. Frank studied voice ot the Milan Conservatory in Italy, song in such 
Broadway hits os "No, No, Nanette" ond "little Nellie Kelly," made his 
operatic debut with the Chicago Opera in "La Traviata," in 1938~ He is un
married, For 0 pidure, write him: c/o CBS, .. 85 Modison Ave., New York , N. y, 
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Glamorous 011 the Codfrey show!!, 
Marion's really II quirt home girl. 

Prepare yourself! 
Marion Marlowe had prepared 

herseH-and the world was hel's 

MARION MAIILOWE believes that, if you prepare 
yourself for what you want to do and take 
advantage of every oppOI'tunity that presents 

itself, you're bound to make your way to the top! 
Marion began preparing herself for a theatrical career 
when she was five years old-that was when she 
started in radio. Her mother (her father died when 
she was three) and her grandmother were delighted. 
for both had wanted to be in theatrical work. After 
finishing high school, she became a professional 
model, did exhibition ballroom dancing, and was a 
usa entertainer. An English producer signed her 
for a season in London and, for eighteen months, she 

gave nightly performances six days a week-even 
sang lor the King and Queen and for Winston Church
ill at an RAF ]·eunion. Back in the United 
States, resting in Miami after her London engage
ment, Marion went with friends to a Florida hotel. 
The management of the hotel asked her to sing-and 
in the audience that evening, was Arthur Godfrey. 
He called her over to his table, after her song, and 
asked if she would be willing to make an appearance 
on Arthu:r GodfTey And His Friends. She did, and 
the audience overwhelmed the Godfrey office with 
mail- asking lor her return, asking about her. Marion 
had prepared herself, and the world was . hers! 

MARION MARLOWE 

Marion was born in St. louis, Mo .• twenty.some years ago. In addition to her 
singing, acting and dancing. $he hos olso written poetry ond short stories 
which were published in Eng land. She is divorced and lives in 0 New York 
oportment which she share5 with her mother, grandmother ond grandfather. 
For a picture, write her: c/o CBS. 485 Modison Ave., New York, N. Y. 

' ",- , 
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Janette Davis did, and 

is a happier woman today 

because she succeeded 

* 

CONQUER 
YOUR 

FAILINGS! 
WHI:N SHE was in her early teens living in 

Humphrey and later Pine Bluff, Arkan
sas, Janette Davis had to conquer three 

"F's." The first was freckles, the second was 
fingernails, the third, but most important, fat. 
As a teenager, Janette wanted to be a pianist 
and was a very good one, before singing cap
tured her young imagination. She had compe
tition from a younger sister, Lucille, and with 
the incentive of looking like her, Janette be
gan to conquer her failings. She tackled the 
first "F" firsl Freckles were simple--she 
merely donned a hat whenever she went into 
the sun. Not biting her fingernails w~ a little 
more difficult. But detennination-a£ter a 
boy had stared hard and long at the bitten
of! fingernails as she played piano at a 
party-made that habit disappear. Last came 
fat. Janette went to a doctor. He advised her 
to confine her eating to a high-protein, 
calorie-counting diet. Janette counted cal
ories on everything she put in her mouth, 
and her reward was a job in radio in Mem
phis, Tennessee. From there she moved to 
Shreveport, Dallas, Cleveland, C incinnati 
and, finally, C hicago. Then came her oppor
tunity for the Godfrey show. Could anything 
have been more rewarding? The top show, 
the singing spot for which she'd longed! "I 
firmly believe a teenager who has let herself 
get fat has to find out first what is responsible 
for it," Janette says. "A doctor can tell her. 
Some of the problems will smooth out in time, 
but the bulges in a girl's figure won't ... that 
she must do for herself." 

* * 
JAN EnE DAVIS 

JANt'ITE DAVIS was born in Memphis, Tenn., attended school in Pine Bluff, 
Ark., where her parents took her when she was eight years old. At fourteen, 

she won an amateur contest and her reward was a radio contract. She took 
it, though it meant commuting 200 miles from Pine Bluff to Memphis for the 
show. She first appeared on a network show when she was co-starred with 
Red Skelton, joined Arthur Godfrey as his featured vocalist in April, 1946. 
For a picture. write her: c/o CBS. 485 Madison Ave., New York, N . .y. 



THE McGUIRE SISTERS 

CHRlSTlNIt, Phyllis and Dorothy are really 
sisters and began their musica l career prac

tically as babies. Chrlstine is an accomplisbed 
pianist, Dorothy plays the sax, and Phyllis, the 
baby of the family; " just sings.'r'The girls started 
professionally entertaining at Army camps and 
veterans' hospitals. They joined the staff of 
WLW in Cincinnati, were introduced to Gordon 
Jenkins, who in turn led them to Ted Collins 
of the Kate Smith. Show. Ted had them on 
Kate's program for about eight weeks when 
Godfrey had them on Talent Scouu and decided 
they were just what he needed for his show. 

THE MARINERS 

IT TOOK a war and the Coast Guard to get these four boys 
together. They dubbed themselves The Mariners when 

Fred Allen invited the four then-unknowns to sing on 
his air show Dec. 22, 1945, James Lewis hails from 
Birmingham, Ala., majored in SOCiology at Talledega 
College and meant to s tudy law. Tom Lockart is from 
Pasadena, Calif., and was studying dramatics and music 
when duty called. Nat Dickerson is from Waycross, Ga., 
but came to Philadelphia as a kid. He studied at Juilliard, 
was in "Porgy and Bess" and "Finian's Rainbow." 
Youngest of the lour is Martin Karl from Stanberry, Mo. 
He studied voice in Chicago with the American Opera 
Company, where he sang leading roles. 

* * * 
TONY MARVIN 

ONE wOMAN wrote Tony and told him she'd rather have Marvin around the 
house than Webster, Funk and Wagnalls all put together. Godfrey has no 

intention of giving him up, however, far his erudite remarks are one of the high 
spots of a Godfrey show. Tony was bom in New York City, Oct. 5, 1912, and 
attended Long Island College of Medicine as the final lap in his education. The 
depression interfered and Tony became an actor, an usher, a gas station attendant, 
and Jinally a si.nger, starring in "Having Wonderful Time," among other shows. 
He married a girl he met when he was a camp counselor. They have one·daughter. 
Lynda Ann, now 11. 

* * * 
ARCHIE BLEVER 

ARCIIIE is the beloved orchestra leader of the Godfrey shows. Godfrey often kids 
him with the line, "You have the only orchestra in America where the 

melody is carried by the drums." Archie was born in Corona, N. Y., June 12, 
1909-his father played a trumpet in the symphony. By 1931, Archie was training 
others with his own correspondence school in arranging. He joined CBS in 1943 
and from there became Godfrey's man of music. 
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T eri and John were married in a li ttle church 
in Englewood. John, below, with his beautiful 
little daughter , Sharon, at time she was born. 

Teri Keane and husband 

John Larkin know-because they make it so! 

T EfU KEANE and J ohn Larkin met in a restaurant called 
Colbee's which is practically the basement of CBS. Teri's 
first words to J ohn were, u pon being introduced: "I am 

so happy." Obviously, J ohn had never had such an enthusi
astic response to an introduction, so he noticed the girl. 
Teri, actually, was only saying it because she'd just been 
told that she had the part of Hope in Big Sister and couldn't 
contain her enthusiasm- it was her first radio break. Two 
weeks later, Teri and J ohn were dating like mad, two 
years later--on J une 10, 1950-they were married in a little 
church in Englewood, New J ersey. Sharon Larkin, their 
daugh ter, was born March 5, 1951, and J ohn's first words to 
Ted then were: "Darling, we've got a beautiful little girl. 
She's got hair just like yours." A half-hour later, when 
Teri saw the baby, she was impressed by its remarkable 
absence of hair- the baby was bald. But neither of them 
cared, for she is a beautiful baby, and togethel' her parents 
are two of the haJ')piest people in the radio business. Teri is 
Chichi in Lite Can Be Beautiful- and, in real life, it really is! 

TERI KEANE and JOHN LARKIN 

Teri Keane was born in New York City, starred in fi ve Broadway shows before 
she got the part of Hope in Big Sisler. J ohn was born in Oakland, Ca lif., 
became on announcer in Konsas City, but left there when he hod a sudden 
impulse to pan a record he was supposed to praise. He landed in Chicago, 
did radio work unt il 1942, when he enlisted in the Army. Discharged in 1946, 
he fou nd rad io was a ead in Chicago and came to New York . . Teri stars 
as Chichi in Life Can Be Beautiful. John is Perry Mason, also ploys in Right 
To Happiness. For pictures, write them: c/o of one of these programs, at the 
New York office of the networ~ on which it is heard . 



Two of th(' happiest people in show business with their child. Life Cll n he bea utiful- for it rClIlJy is for them. 
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All America adores her and trusts her, as she t rusts manager Ted Coll ins 

KATE SMITH
America's Songbird 

SOME twenty-three years ago, Kate Smith met the 
man who was to manage her career- Ted Collins. 
Withou t written contract, the two have been in 

partnersh ip ever since. In much the same manner, 
Kate Smith is trusted and adored by her listening 
audience-the men and women who watch the Kate 
Smith show have long since taken her advice on 
thinp to buy, charities to support. Kate started sing
ing in a church choir at the age of four, at seventeen 
was a hit in Broadway musicals, "Hit the Deck" and 
"Flying High." Kate's first regular radio program 

made its debut in the spring of 1931 and "When the 
Moon Comes Over the Mountain" became a beloved 
theme- song to an America wh ich immediately loved 
her. Five years later she became k nown as a com
mentator. During World War n, she sold more war 
bonds than were sold by an y other single personality 
-some five h undred million dollars ' worth. She lives 
in New York in winter, at Lake Placid in summer. 
Loves gardening, adores a cocker spaniel named 
Freckles, but would rather collect antiques than 
do almost anything eise--except singing. 

KATE SMITH 

Kate Smith was born May I, 1909, in Greensvill e. Virginia. She was raised 
in Washington, D. C .• and-though she once had a radio program which 
commented on hapFfenings-she has always steered clear of political questions. 
Her first TV show was September, 1950. She is unmarried. For pictures, write 
her: Kate Smith Hour. c/o NBC, 30 Rockefeller Pima. New York, N. Y. 



LUCKY 
BERT 
PARKS 

Berr lo\'es his home, his three 
children and lovely wife Annette. 

All llis life, Bert has been 1Il the right place at the right moment 

A
LL my life I have been lucky," Bert Parks says. 
"I've been in the right place at the right mo
ment." He was there when a theatre manager 

needed an imitation of Charlie Chaplin to follow ''The 
Gold Rush," he was there when the City of Atlanta 
Declamation ConlC!sl first pri~ was awarded him, 
he was there when CBS in New York handed out a 
staff announcer job. In 1942, he answered Uncle Sam's 
call and in 1945, aCter two years in the China-Bunna
India Theatre. he was there when the government 

passed out the Bronze Star and the rank of Captain. 
Late that year, Bert was given a week's trial run as 
emcee on Break The Bank. He's still with it 
Today Bert lives in a small town within traveling 
distance of New York City. Here he forgets he's in 
show business and remembers he's just a guy earning 
a living for his family,and together they are all build
ing a wonderful life together. He is married to 
Annette. who came to New York to become a dental 
hygienist and stayed to become Bert's wife. 

BERT PARKS 

Bert Parks was born in Atlanta, Go., Dec. 30, 191-<4. Hit feels the luckiest 
and nicest day of his life was the day he married Annette--June 8, 19-<43. 
He'$ a wonderful father to three charming children, twins Joel and Jeffrey 
(born August I, 1946) and Annette junior (born March, 19-<49). For pictures, 
write Bert Porh, c/o CBS. 45 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. Bel't is presently 
storring in Break The Bonk and will have more shows going on this' fa ll. 
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Joan Alexander--Success Story 
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Joan Alexander with her beloved daugh· 
ter Jane. Joan's married to a doctor. 

loan's tops in show business 

and still believes a woman's 

place is in the home! 

DESPITE the fact that Joan Alexander is probably 
one of the most successful women in radio and 
TV today, she firmly believes woman's primary 

place is in the home. The mother of a daughter, Jane, 
and the wife of a doctor, Joan says: "Work is an 
addition, pleasant and profitable, to my family life
which is my real life." 

Joan's deep appreciation of family stems from the 
fact that her father died shortly after she was born 
and she spent most of her earl~ years in boarding 
schools. As a child, she had polio, which left her with 
a slight limp which is not noticeable. In her teens, 
she went to Europe to study for an acting career, was 
a success in her first stage appearance in New York, 
when she received an acting role in radio in Light 
Of The WOTld. Since then, she has been Della Street 
on PeTTY Mason, Althea on Brighter Day, Maggie 
Fallon on Wendy Warren And The News. On tele
vision, she is a regular panelist on The Name's The 
Same. "I love panel shows," she says. "I love play
ing games, and what could be more fun than being 
paid for playing'?" 

JOAN ALEXANDER 

She was born in St. Paul. Minn" attended St, Joseph's Academy in Brentwood, 
long Island, and St, Angelus Hall in Brooklyn. Joan spent some time in 
Hollywood. where she was a friend of Madeleine Carroll. She is married to 
a surgeon. They have one daughter. Jane Johnston Crowley. born November 
22, 1947. For pictures, write her: c/ o The Nome's The Some, ABC. 7 West 
66th St .• New York. N. Y. 



The McNeill family- Don, Kay, Don Jr., Tom and Bobby. 

The Man Who C to Breakfast 
Don McNeill began his club just twenty years ago-

a get· together for all who smile before breakfast 

TWENTY YEARS 1.00, Don McNeill, then a long-legged, 
eager young boy from Milwaukee, began a little 
NBC eye-opener called The Breakfast Club, and 

ended each show with- "And be good to yourself." 
Within a short time, he was actually the family man 
next door who came to breakfast. The Breakfast Club 
started. out with the four musical calls, songs, chat
ter, March Time and Memory Time, and later Don 
introduced Prayer Time and Sunshine Shower. It 
is still what it was- back in 1933, "a get-together time.. 
for all of us who smile before breakfast and then 

can't break the habit all day long." Fibber McGee 
and Molly-or Jim and Marian Jordan, as they were 
known in 19M-were B1"eakfast Club favorites, and 
through the years Don has introduced The Merry 
Macs, Durward Kirby, Johnny Johnston of movie 
fame and Fran Allison, who is still the program's 
beloved Aunt Fanny. Sept. 12, 1931, Don married 
his home-town sweetheart, Katherine Bennett. Over 
the years, Breakfast Clubbers have heard Don speak 
of his beloved Kay, and his three sons, Tom, eighteen, 
Don Jr., seventeen, and Bob twelve. 

DON McNEILL· 

He was born in Galena, ilL, Dec. 23, 1907, brought up in Sheboygan, Wis. 
His father and mother, Mr. and Mrs. Harry McNeill, and sister Agnes now 
liv8 in Evanston, III. He dorled in radio in 1928, one year before being 
graduated from Marquette University. In 1930, he was on announcer in louis
ville, Ky., and in 1931.1932 wrote and broadcast The Two P.rofesson, from Son 
Francisco. For pictures, write him: c/ o ABC, 20 No. Wacker Drive. Chicago. III. 
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A SEARCH FOR TOMORROW 

Mary Stuart with hP.T husband. 

Mary Stuart has found, by 

living happily today, tomorrow 

takes care of itself 

MARY STUART is a lovely young lady who plays 
Joanne Barron in CBS-TV's Search FOT To
morrow, a daily daytime drama. Mary learned 

early to crowd her days with things to learn, things 
to do. In Tulsa, Oklahoma, where Mary attended 
Central High School and Tulsa University, she organ
ized and conducted a children's theatre, presented 
local charity plays- and Saturday mornings, when 
most of her fellow students were restins: up from a 
hard week, Mary was working away on various radio 
pl"ograms over Station KOME. When she was only 
seventeen and eighteen, she was entertaining with a 
usa troupe, touring camps in the Midwest and 
Southwest. With time on her hands, one summer, she 
worked as a reporter on the Tulsa Tribune: At nine
teen, Mary decided the place to get ahead in the 
theatrical world was New York. The pavements were 
hard and the producers' hearts even harder. She 
landed a job as a camera girl in the Roosevelt Hotel 
Grille while she was waiting patiently (and often 
not-so-patiently) for a break. Joe Pasternak of 
M-G-M studios in Hollywood gave her a screen tes t 
and a contract when he spotted her at work with hel" 
camera. After a couple of years in Hollywood a nd 
some dozen pictures, Mary returned to New York 
and TV. "I've tound that if I live each day as happily 
as possible, the tomorrow that comes will take care 
of itself." And it has. 

MARY STUART 

Mory Stuart was born in Miami, Flo., July 4, ·1 92b. Her family moved her 
to Tulsa, Oklo., when Mary was through grammar school. Her motion pictures 
include "No Leave, No Love," "The Adventures of Don Juan," "Dark Delusion," 
and I'Giri from Jones Beach," among others. She's played the lead on The 
Web , Suspense, Danger, Lights Out , presently stars in Search for Tomorrow. 
Married to Richard Kralik, TV · producer-director of March Of Time , August 
I, 1951. For a picture , write her : c/o CBS-TV, 485 Madi son Ave., New York, N. Y. 



Lyle Sudrow-
A SENSITIVE 
YOUNG MAN 

Dia n a, Nikk i and Lyle in the home they love. 

Diana and Lyle find life good-after weathering storms together 

EACH DAY, Lyle Sudrow portrays Bill Bauer, a sen
sitive young man trying to learn about marriage 
and an advertising career, in the daytime drama, 

T he Guiding Light. To Lyle, there is lit tle difficulty 
in understanding Bill, for Lyle has lived through the 
same experiences. Diana Cheswick was a girl who 
attracted Lyle at first sight- a girl whom he knew 
someday he'd marry. Diana says now that the two 
of them went through a stormy courtship, a stoony 
first year of mar r iage. "What happened to us," Lyle 
says now, "is that things began to smooth ou t as a 
result of living a little more, experiencing more things, 
learning more about the rea] values, looking around 

at other people and realizing that they had problems, 
too. We went through the mellowing process. I 
began to try and understand how Diana felt about 
things, and she learned about me." Diana and Lyle 
were married November 1. 1942, during the war, when 
Lyle was in the Coast Artillery. Lyle had established 
himself as a singer before 'the war, and afterwards 
became a radio actol". Nikki, t he ir only child, was 
born December 8, 1945-and Lyle was r ight there 
with Diana, after a hectic session cutting Al"med 
Forces' red-tape to be on hand for the birth of his 
daughter. Today, they al"e convinced that life is good 
_ after weathering its storms .. together. 

LYLE SUDROW 

lyle Sudro .......... as born Feb. 19, 1919, in l os Angeles, Colif. Diana Ches ..... ick, 
his ..... ife . is a singer and TV actress. His father ..... as a stock broker and in ... est· 
ment ad ... iser, At sixteen, lyle organized a ... ocal trio. In 1941 . he ..... as singing 
baritone roles in operettaS for the Shuberts. He 's appeared in Road Of Life, 
Portia Faces Lile, Young W idder Brown, Helen Trent, Front Page Farrell , 
When A Girl Marries. l yle is one of the stan now in both rodia and TV 
... enians of The Guiding Light. For pictures, ..... rite him: c/o CBS , 485 Madison 
A ... e .• New York. N. Y. 
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Peggy Wood is 

Uwonderful to work with, 

wonderful to know." 

TV family portrait: Papa (Judson Laire), Dagmar (Robin Morgan ), Mama 
herself (Peggy Woodl. Nels lDick Van Patten). and Katrin (Rosemary Rice ). 

Everyone Remembers Ma 
PEGGY WOOD, the delightful Mam4 of television, has 

lived a gracious life, an active lile. The daughter 
of Eugene Wood, a newspaperman and magazine 

writer, she started voice training for the opera at 
the age of four. Instead of the Met, however, Peggy 
went into the chorus of "Naughty Marietta" in 1910 
and six years later became the star of "May time." 
~n between mllSicals, she also developed her talent 
as a dramatic actress and, in 1925, after her marriage 
to the late poet, John V. A. Weaver, she was the star 
of "Candida." Peggy is also an author. When she 
was on tour with ''Treiawney of the Wells," in which 
John Drew played his last part, Peggy kept a diary. 

After the actor's death, she developed her notes into 
The Splendid Gypsy. Actors and Peopk, Star-Wagon, 
and How Young You Look (an au tobiography), are 
the titles of her other published books. Peggy has a 
son by her first marriage, and her one regret is that 
TV d()(.>sn 't a llow hel' time to visit her six- year-old 
granddaughter, who lives with her parents in Santa 
Fe, New Mexico. Peggy a nd her husband have an 
apartment in New York and a weekend home in 
Connecticut, where they grow Howers for a hobby. 
"Peggy Wood is wonderful to work with, wonderful 
to know," Ralph Nelson , director of Mam4, says most 
reverently. 

.PEGGY WOOD 

CBS-TV's beloved Mama was born Feb. 9, 1892, in Broo~lyn, N. Y. Peggy Wood 
has played more than sixty stage roles--musicol and dramatic, in England and 
Americo--ond made a number of movies. For the post seven yean, she has 
been married to William H, Walling, New York printing executive. She hos 
one 50n, David Weaver. For a picture, write her: c/o CBS, 485 Madison Ave., 
New York, N, Y. 



The Clown who can Cry 
Milton Berle, that brash 

young man, has reason to drop 

his mask--once in a while 

THE At1DlENCE moved restlessly . It was one of the 
rare times in his life that Milton Berlc had faced 
less than a hundred persons in one room. He 

was giving a party for the members of his cast-all 
his co-workers-at Toots Shor's restauranL Gone 
were the usual gags, gone the dynamic, versatile 
comedian known to NBC-TV viewers. ' He had 
switched sponsors, from Texaco to Buick, and the 
occasion was a simple luncheon to say: "God bless 
you---one and all." Perhaps some fifty people were 
present. It takes a big man with a big heart to say 
"thank you" individually to each and everyone, 
while an audien~e waits for the big laughs. B ut 
that's Bede--a side of Berle the public rarely 
glimpses. Berle has been "stealing the show" ever 
since he was nine years old and donned a too-big 
soldier suit to sing "Over There" at a bond rally .... 
But behind the man who makes a nation laugh is a 
guy who's had his share of tragedies. His 76-year-old 
mother knows him as a boy who suffered poverty 
and swore he would one day support her in the 
most luxurious of fashions ... he does. He wanted 
a home and children, and married at the height of 
his fame . . . he has his child Victoria, but his mar
riage went on the rocks. Many at Toots Shor's 
knew aU these things about BerIe, had been through 
them with Berle. Others had come for laughs-and 
remained to see the clown shed a tear as he paid 
tribute to his fellow craftsmen. Daughter Vickie is Berle's delight- and well 

aware of the other side of Millie's personality. 

MILTON BERLE 

He was born Milton Berlinger, July 12, 1908, in New York City, mode his 
film debut at the agll of five, hi, stage debut at eleven, has 0"150 been a 
headliner in vaudeville, night clubs, radio. First big-nome comedian to click 
in TV, he become "Mr. Television" overnight, as well as "Uncle Millie" to 
adoring youngsters. For a picture, write him: c/ o NBC, 30 Rockefeller Plato, 
New York, N. Y. 
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THAT 
DINAH 
GIRL 

Dinah Shore sang from the day she was 

born. She's literally a golden thrush! 

O lNAR SHOII& grew up with the name Fannye Rose, 
and used to entertain her fOlther's customers at 
his dry goods store in Tennessee. After high 

school, she started singing on Station WSM---espe
cially singing "Dinah," every chance she had, because 
she liked the rhythm so much. Letters came to the 
station addressed to "that Dinah girl," and thus her 
new first name was born. Her family financed her 
stay in New York long enough for her to meet Ticker 
Freeman, then a song-plugger who had faith in her 
voice and her personality. Ticker became her accom
panist, and is still with her. J immy Rich, then a 
musical director at WNEW, introduced Dinah to Eddie 
Cantor , and Eddie eventually put her on h is radio 
show. When Eddie went to Hollywood to makc 
"Thank Your Lucky Stars," Dinah had a small part 
in the film .... Dinah stayed' to make motion pictures, 
sing on radio-and meet George Montgomery at the 
Hollywood Canteen during the war. S he had fallen 
in love with George before she met h im, when she 
saw him in "The Cowboy and the B londe." George 
was in the Army Air Force, proposed to Dinah by 
letter, but arrived in Hollywood before the letter
to rush her to Las Vegas for the ceremony. George 
still stars in movies and owns a lucraLive furniture 
shop, while Dinah contin ues to enthrall millions with 
her voice. 

Di scoverCl1 hy Eddie Canlor and 'Ticker Freemall. 

Married to George Montgomery, the film star. 

DINAH SHORE 

She was born Frances (FonnyeJ Rose Shore, March I, IQl7, in Winchester, Tenn., 
went to school in Nashville, has a B.A. degree from Vanderbilt University. Dinah 
and George Montqomery were married Dec. 5, 19-43, just a few days before 
Uncle Sam sent him to Alosko---their real honeymoon come months later, at 
George's Montano ranch. Their dauqhter Missy (Melina Ann) was bom Jan. 
-4, 1948. Dinah's tops for her best.sel linq records, as we ll as her own shows 
on rodio and TV. For a picture, write her: c/o NBC, Sunset and Vine, Hollywood. 



Ed Sullivan has a ta1ent 

for people which makes h im 

THE TOAST OF THE TOWN 

W itb "Toasted" guest--composer Richard Rodgers, 

IT 'PAYS to be interested in people-Ed Sullivan 
proves this perfectly. "Some think of me as just 
a newspaper columnist," Ed says. ''That's far from 

the truth. For the past twenty years, I've been stag
ing vaudeville, radio and benefit shows." Ed's experi
ence with just plain people has made it possible for 
him to get some of the most celebrated ones for his 
Tocut Of The Town.. Margaret Truman made her 
debut here. When F;d first approached her, he found 
she was in lear of exploiting her father's position as 
President. Having r un up against this with other 
children of notables, Ed was able to be not only un
derstanding but cOllvincing . ... Ed's first TV show 
was June 28, 1948, and had a total budget of $1500. 
Today, he spends more than $9,000 a week just for 
talent. But, without his background and knowledge 
of people, Ed wouldn't be able to get the great talent 
he features, no maller what the budget ! Wit h his wife Syhia , pet dog- and favorite sport. 

ED SULLIVAN 

The columni5t-emcee W(l$ born Sept. 28, 1902, in New York City, grew up in 
Port Chester, N. Y., where he started as sporh editor of the local paper ot 
$10 a week. Today his column, "little Old New Yor~," is a nationwide feature. 
He's spent thirty yeors on metropolitan dailies and, in radio, introduced to 
the airwaves such notables as Irving Berlin, Jimmy Durante and Jack Benny. 
Ed and his wife, Sylvia, live in a Park Avenue hotel and have a daughter, 
Betty. For (I picture. write him. c/o C BS, 485 Madison Ave., New Yor~. 
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LIFE'S EXCITING! 
Art Linkletter believes only those 

who've been lonely can 

comprehend the full wonder of love 

SOD8 Roberl and hck work hard at their play . 

Jaek gets the lowdown on life from his wise Dad. 

ART LINKLE'ITU was an orphan adopted by Fulton 
Linkletter, a man who was a traveling revivalist, 
a man dedicated to God. From him, Link learned 

many things, perhaps the most valuable being the 
knowledge ~at he was being loved as an individual. 
As a child, Link was clothed in hand-me-downs and 
often there was litt1e to eat, hut he had his dreams 
and the encouragement pf two people who wanted 
him to realize them. The day he was able, through 
his earnings as an announcer, to buy himseU a full 
suit ... the day he was able to buy a present for the 
beloved girl, Lois, whom he'd just met (and later 
married,) . . . these were not just Incidents in ordinary 
life, but occasions! "It is easy for parents to lessen the 
possibilities of future happiness for their children by 
over-indulging them," Link says seriously. "Some 
fathers and mothers add to their own enjoyment by 
stealing from youngsters their right to experience a 
certain amount of domg-without. I am convinced that 
it is only through not having that a person can com
prehend the full happiness of having. Only those who 
have been hungry really enjoy a loaded table. Only 
those who have been cold fully appreciate a warm 
coat. Only those who have been alone and lonely 
comprehend the full wonder of love." 

ART LINKLETTER 

He was born July 17, 1912, in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, Canada, later lived in 
California, where he attended Son Diego State College and darted announcing 
at Station KGN. link ond lois were married in 1935, now have two sons ond 
three doughters, from kindergorten to high-school age. He figures he's inter
viewed over 2b,OOO persons on such shows os House Party, People Are funny, 
Life With Link/eHer. For 0 pidure, write him: c/o CBS, 6121 Sunset Blvd., 
Hollywood, Col if . 
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Jane Pickens has 

struggled but always 

had faith, hope and 

belief in charity 
Jane not only 
devol in~ much 

~ares her philosophy with '. islenerll, 
lime to worthy causes---parhcula rh 

but lives it h} 
invalid children. 

AT THE ACE of four teen, J ane P ickens had won 
scholarships to the best academies here a nd 
abroad to improve a naturally beautiful voice. 

Her first steps toward fame were with her sisters in 
the famous Pickens Sisters' trio. Helen, Patt i a nd 
J a ne all marrioo and that b roke up the acl Then, 
in one year, J ane lost her husband a nd had a child , 
Ma rcy, whose health was to require many operations. 
a change of cl imate in both winter and summer. J ane 
went back to radiO, became the singing star of Cham
ber Music Society of Lower Basin Street, now has 
her own Jane Pickens Show . ... "Even today, after 

all these yea rs, I remember that one year as the most 
desperate per iod in my life," J ane says. "The problems 
to be faced, and the decisions to be made for the 
lIaby and myseU, nearly paralyzed me with fear. I 
began to think of fai th, hope and cha rity and just 
what it meant to me and everyone I knew, and my 
life took on new meaning. I fo und there was enough 
guidance and meaning in religion to face every crisis 
or doubt we meet in this modern world." Today, 
J a ne's daughter is a fine artist. J ane herself is a 
successful, gracious, charming hostess with a magnifi
cent voice which will entertain for years to come. 

JANE PICKENS 

Jane was born and raised in Macon, Geor9ia. Her father. a cotton broker, 
wos on occomplished pianist and trained his three dau9hters to sin9 ond 
harmonite in childhood. Jane $till practices conscientiously, has appeared 
with the New York Phil harmonic, ond storred on Broadway in " Re9ina." She's 
made movies ond records, is heard several times weekly on radio. For a picture, 
write her: c/ o NBC, 30 Rockefeller Pima, New York, N. Y. 
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[,'e is really "Missus" Brooks-Brooks West. thai is. 

AT THt ACE of thirteen, Eve Arden wanted to be a 
schoolteacher a nd, on one occasion, actually 
substituted for a teacher who was ill-with no 

lasting effects apparent on the pupils, At sixteen, 
Eve began touring the small towns of California with 
the Henry Duffy players, then landed on Broadway. 
From Broadway she went to Hollywood, where she 
played the friend of J oan C,'awford-ol' Bette Davis 
or Barbara Stanwyck-always brittle, with a heart 
of pure gold. In July, 1948, after playing "straight 
man" to Jack Carson, Eve decided to leave radio for
ever, Eve read the first script of Ou.r Miss Broola, 
along with Joan Blondell and Shirley Booth. The 
latter two couldn't take the part-so Eve got it. As 
the 'underpaid, overworked Miss BI'OOks, Eve has won 
the everlasting gratitude of schoolteachers all over 
the nation for humanizing a group of women who'd 
always been set apart. In the summer of 1951, Eve 
met Brooks West, an actor-ana her adopted daugh
ters, Liza and. Connie, liked him. Said Connie aile 
morning, "You've almost caught up with Brooksie. 
Why don't you get him?" Eve 9.pproved of the ideB 
Bnd she Bnd Brooks West were married 

Beloved 
MISS BROOKS 

-Ll.lndhuly, Mrs, Davis. IS pla yed by Jane Morgan. 

Gay, vivacwus Eve Arden, 

darling of the teachers 

EVE ARDEN 

She was born Eunice. Queden, April 30, 191-4, in Mill Volley, Calif. Eve was a 
Broadway hit in "Ziegfeld Follies" (193b and 193B). has mode some thirty 
movies. became Our Min Brooh on rodia in 19-48. on TV in 1951. Now married 
to Brooks West. she has two adapted doughten. Connie. 8, and lila, 6. and 
a newly...adopted baby boy, Duncan. For a picture. write her: c/o CBS, 6121 
Sunset Blvd., Hollywood , Calif • 



Fri~i ay at home- "Sergeant Joe" with his real- life wife, Julie Webh. 

A determined young man 

who knew what he 

wanted-and got it 

DRAGNET'S HERO-Jack Webb 
JACK WEBS'S a human dynamo who spends twelve 

hours a day, seven days a week, preparing, per-
fecting and enacting the role of Sergeant Joe 

Friday in Dragnet. Jack demands that every thing
but everything- be authentic. His ambition dates 
back to the days before the war, when he worked as 
a clothing clerk at Silverwood's in Hollywood and 
emceed shows on his nights off. He was just begin
ning to click as a radio personality when he joined 
the U. S. Anny Air Force in 1942. He served as a 
bomber pilot during the war and was discharged in 
1945. He returned to San Francisco, where he even
tually originated the title role of Pat Novak FOT Hire. 
He married Julie London, Hollywood stage actress 
who appeared with Edward G. Robinson in "The Red 
House." He'd dated Julie when she was fifteen, told 
her he'd waitJor her six years-and did. He's a very 
detennined young man when his heart's set on any
thing. Jack has played Sergeant Joe Friday since 
June 3. 1949. 

Friday at work-with aclor Bell Alexander. 

JACK WEBB 

He was born April 2, 1920, in Santa Monico, Calif., graduated from Belmont 
High School in 1938. His movie credits include "He Wal~ed By Night" and "The 
Men." Jack is creator, director and star of Dragnet, which has been on radio 
since 1949, on TV since January, 1952. He and Julie have two daughters, Stacy, 
3, boby liro. For 0 picture, write him: c/o NBC, Sunset ond Vine, Hollywood. 
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This is Garry Moore's 

way of life . .. 

o 

DO THE BEST YOU CAN 

GOD CIV!: ME the courage to improve what I can, 
endure what I must, and the wisdom to know the 
difference." This was a clipping which a coura

geous woman once showed Garry Moore. It is a 
philosophy of life with which Garry completely 
agrees. Starting out at the age of eigh teen as a writer. 
collaborating with F. Scott Fitzgerald on a play that 
was never produced, Garry completely believed he 
was no comedian. He completely believed that life 
held radio work only as a means of making a living, 
that life held time over and above this for him to 
produce serious things as a "writer ." Now, matured, 
Garry finds that he is indeed able to make his shows 
not just comedian show-cases, but shows in which 
he can talk about human values, human frailties
which in themselves are gently humorous. "I have 
come to believe," Garry says, " if you do your life's 
work as best you can, tomorrow's path will open u p 
rOl' you." It has for Garry, a nd the secret hope he 
cherishes he expresses every day: "Be kind to each 
other"- his signa tul"e fOI" the Garry MOOT'e Show. 

Lo" e that Schnoz! jimmy Du rante, of course. 

GARRY MOORE 

He was born Thomas G~rr i son Morfit, Jon. 31 , 1915, in Baltimore, where he 
loter got himsel f a writing job with Station W BAl while still in his teens. 
Substituting for a comedian who foil ed to 'appear one 40y, Garry was $0 

successful he was kept on the air. He become famous coast-to-coast, co.storring 
with Jimmy Durante, later so loed 05 quiun05ter on Talce It Or LeaYe It. In 
addition to his daytime show on C BS.TV, he emcees I'ye Got A Secret. He 
is marr ied and has two children. For a picture, write him: c/ o C BS.TV, <4B5 
Madison Ave., New York. N. Y. 



Most always this is 

the best of all possible worlds for 

Elena Verdugo- our Millie 

For all the fuss Elena and Florence Halop make over 
Marvin Kaplan ill Meet Millie (above), Elena's hearl is 
really at home with hus.bancl Charles Marion (at left). 

MEET MILLIE-
Little Mrs. Opti • Ism 

O PTlMISM is the word for Millie Bronson of Meet 
Mit/ie-and also the word for Elena Verdugo, who 
plays the part. There have been times when Elena 

didn't think this 'was the best of all possible worlds. 
But for the most part life, to her, is pretty wonderful. 
Seven years ago, when Elena married Charles Marion, 
a writer, she had only optimism to live by. "We had 
to be cheerful," Elena says, "because we were so poor 
we couldn't afford anything but hope and optimism." 

Elena had been working in motion pictures, but roles 
were few and far between. Charles wrote pretty 
steadily, hut it wasn't until recently that his writing 
started clicking. Then on July 1, 1949, little Richard, 
their sbn, was born and Elena found taking care of 
him a full-time task. It was at this point that Virginia 
Cullatt came to live with the Marions, and life began 
to ease itself. Elena became Millie on TV, and now 
this i<; the best of all possible worlds fot" , these three. 

ELENA VERDUGO 

Born in California of on old Sponish family. Elena storted dancing in films 
at 14, finished high school on the movie lots. hos octed in a number of motion 
pictures, and hos been a featured vocalist with Xavier Cugat's orchestra, She 
created the title role in Meet Millie on TV, and hos also token over th.e radio 
version. Elena and writer Charles Marion were married in 1946. For a picture, 
write her: c/o CBS, 6121 Sunset Blvd" Hollywood . Calif. 
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Children Are God's Miracle-
Barhara f~ls that all adull.! could learn a lesson In living, just by watching and listening to their youngsters. Barbara Britton believes the love 

of chi ldren makes her world complete 

B ARDARA BRITTON plays the gay, mad wife of Richard 
Denning on the delightful drama Mr. And MT$. 
North-but that's just her pretend life. For real, 

she's married to' Dr. Eugene Czukor and is the 
mother of two charming children, six-year-old Teddy 
and eighteen-month-old daughter Christopher. 
Delight in her children is a part of Barbara's enthu
siasm for living. Crissie is cute as a button; Teddy's 
very bright. ''Though Teddy is only six, he can 
even tell the difference between real life and play 
acting. When I am acting in the Mr, And MTS. NO'Tth 
series, Teddy realizes that I am only acting out a 
marriage to Jerl'y NOI,th; he knows that. in real life, 
I'm married to Daddy, Some actors' children find it 
hard to separate real life from screen life. If their 
daddy is hurt on the screen, the child suffers terribly, 
Teddy at one point couldn't understand how people 
lire killed on TV and yet are still alive the next day. 
So GeJl(~ and I explained about rubber knives and 
make-believe punches. This intrigued Teddy. So 
much so, that last Christmas he wanted a rubber knife. 
He also wanted a two-wheeler. I explained that the 
rubber knife might be possible, but the two-wheeler 
just wasn't within our budget. He nnally agreed 
that he wouldn't'be too bitterly disappointed, if he 
could write a letter to Santa Claus. So I sat down and 
wrote (under his careful direction): 'Dear Santa: 
Are you sure I can't have a two-wheeler, red, with 
learning wheels attached? If not, can I please have 
a rubber knife? Sincerely, Teddy Czukor. P .S. And 
please send along a teddy bear for Crissie; she likes 
the fuzzy kind. Thanks.' Now, wasn't that thoughtful 
to wish fOI' his sister? The gestures they make 
toward each other, a nd toward the world, make every 
chi ld worthwh ile. They build up our hearts until 
we al'e filled with unselfishness and kindness." 

HOIJVY pair, Barbara and Gene---whose happiness! is 
multiplied many times because of daughter Cris and 
son Teddy (seen with Barbara and thei r dog, Sa int ) . 

BARBARA BRITTON 

Originally, Barbara planned to be a teacher and attended long Beach City College for that pur
pose, She was always interested in dramatics, however, and decided to pursue that line after 
a talent scout noticed her in a college ploy and persuaded her to make what become a success· 
ful screen test for Paramount. Earlier films to her credit are "louisiana Purchase," and "Reap the 
Wild Wind," Recently, she appeared in the 3-D "Bwano Devil." Barbaro mode her TV debut os 
" Mrs. Mike" on Robert Montgomery Presents and has also starred on Pufiher Prize Pfayhouse, 
Lights Out, Ken Murray Show, For 0 picture, write her: c/ o CBS, 6121 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood, 
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lrene Beasley is a 

Mistress of 
WINDSONG 
I RENE BEASLEY is a Southern Belle whose first job was in 

a country school, teaching all seven grades~ From 
there she was graduated to Memphis Junior High, 

where she was instructOI' in music, mathematics and business 
management. Research into hillbilly music (which she had 
always loved) brought her to the attention of Victor, 
for whom she has made many recordings ... The idea 

charming. talented belle with 

for GTand Slam was born at her sister's home in Connecticut. 
when her sister wistfully J'emarked that she wished 
give-away shows would give the listener a chance to win 
some prizes. The program was put together in September 
of 1946. Irene's great fear originally was that not enough 
ideas would come in from listeners to make a success-but 
this fear was soon dispelled .... Once an apartment-dweller 
in Manhattan, Irene now owns Windsong, a beautiful 

a song in her heart 

lrelle keeps the home fires burning. 

old Hudson River Dutch farmhouse. It is complete with 
history (the British once used it to store supplies), secret 
stai rcases (in case of attack by pirates or Indians), 
and antiques (which Irene has collected on innumerable 
trips through New England). Here Irene lives happily 
with her cat. Michele, when not busy broadcasting! 

I-Ioulle in Ardsle), New York. i!" named for Crandma 's Southern horne. 

IRENE BEASLEY 

She was born on a farm near Memphis, but the family moved to T exos whi le Irene 
was still a child. At twelve, her main interests were singing ond ploying the 
piono. Irene attended Sweet 8riar Co ll ege, in Vir9inia. While in her teens, she 
wrote both lyrics and melody for a successful song. Irene be9an tourin9 the 
country-sin9in9 at private parties, in vaudeville, with bands--mainly to plU9 
her own compositions. In New York, a music publisher sent her to C 8S to plU9 
a song, and suddenly Irene was in radio, headed for her Grand Slam. For a 
picture, write her~ c/ o C8S, 485 Madison Ave., New Yor~, N. Y. 



My husband, 
GORDON 

By SHEILA MacRAE 

I SQUEEZED my eyes to keep from crying. While 
Gordon looked at the menu, I gave myself a fight 
talk. I scolded myself for being sentimental, for 

not growing up, for not realizing Gordon hadn't had 
time to th ink of a gift-to say nothing of buying it. 
Gordon gave our ol'der to th e waiter, then grinned 
at me. "Almost forgot," he fibbed . "Here's a little 
package for you." F rom a velvet box, I lifted a gold 
chann bracelet w ith a fig ure seven to mark our 
years of marriage, a tiny perambulator to mark the 
birth of Meredith Lynn, a pair of baby shoes in honor 
of Heather and our son Gar, Also a little gold loco
motive for Gordon's Railroad Hour. Finally, there 
was an intricate motion-picture camera on which 
a heart was set. Engraved on it was this sentence: 
"You are the heart of my work." Five years have 

After twelve years of 

marriage, Gordon and Sheila still 

have time to remember ... 

Thei r children- Heather. Meredith, 
Gar- a re sioring up lo\·cly memories. 100. 

passed sinee then, but what wife could ask for a 
lovelier remembrance? Gordon and I scarcely 
touched our lunch-we spent the time holding hands 
and going back over the high spots of our life, as two 
people will , who are in love .... GOl'd~n and I met in 
the fall of 1940, when both of us were working in the 
Christopher Morley production of "Joan' of Arc." 
The play didn't get to Broadway. Gordon went to 
work as a pageboy for NBC. He was s inging, while 
combing his hair in the washroom, when Horace H eidt 
came in. Heidt was looking for a tenor and GOIuon 
was the man he decided on. .. On May 21, 1941, 
Gordon a nd 1 were married in The Old Stone Church 
in Cleveland, Ohio. Gordon enlisted iTl the Air Force 
in 1942 and was a navigation instructor until the 
war's end. And now his career is flying high! 

GORDON MacRAE 
He was born March 12, 1921, in East Orange, N. J., lived in Buffalo and Syra
cuse, N. Y., oHended Deerfield Academy in Massachusetts. Gordon's mother 
was a pianist, his father a manufacturer by profession, a singer by avocation. 
After a brief fling at his father's business, Gordon concentrated on singing 
and acting. He's been in musicals on Broadway, makes movies for Warner Bros., 
stars regularly on radio in the Railroad Hour. He and his wife Sheila have 
three children, Mered ith, 9, Heather, 7, and W illiam Gordon, "Gar," 5. 
For a picture, write him: c/o NBC, Sunset and Vine, Hollywood, Calif. 
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GAY BRIDEGROOM 
John Nelson married a 

jewel- and set out to provide 

a platinum setting 

John, Nell, twins Chris and Greg. and daughter Penny. 

O HE DAY, a dozen years ago, John Nelson walked 
into a raclio-TV office in Los Angeles-and saw 
a girl. Now, there are many girls in offices but, 

to Nelson, this one was pretty special. Her name 
was Amell Olson, she hailed from Wisconsin, and 
she was half-Swedish, half-Norwegian. "She was 
blonde, blue-eyed-and built!" John remembers 
noticing. But, more than that, "I noticed that every
one who came into that office was asking for Nell." 
John carried the campaign further : He asked her 
to be his secretary ... he started asking her out 
to dinner ... and, the next thing he knew, he 'o/8S 

asking her to go out and buy a ring! ''What kind of 
a ring?" Nell asked. "Any kind you like," said 
John, "any size you wear," It wasn't a very fancy 
ring, perhaps, compared with the fabulous prizes 
he and his partners have since given away on such 
programs as Bride And (hoom. and Live Like A 
MiUionaire. But Nelson has followed it up with a 
lifelime of happiness for his bride. They were mar
ried in 1941, the Yme year he joined the Navy. John 
was discharged in November, 1945, became emcee 
of Bride And Groom the same day. Now Nell has 
a home in the country, three lovely children- and 
a "honeymoon" trip almost every year, to Cuba. 
Haiti, a11 the most romantic islands John can find 
on the map. 

JOHN NELSON 

He was born March 3, 1915, in Spo~one, Wash., where he loter attended 
Gomago University and joined forces with fellow-students John Mastenon 
and J ohn Reddy. Now known as "TV's Three Musketeers," this trio hos been 
credited with originating the give-away program, with BreaMast In Hollywood, 
and carrying it to a peo~ of generosity with such shows as Live Lik.e A Million· 
oire, Bride And Groom, Bonk. On the Stars. John and his wife Nell have twin Ions, 
John Christopher and William Gregory, 7, and a daughter, Penelope, going 
on 5. For a picture, write him: c/o Masterson, Reddy & Nelson, 7-45 Fifth Ave .• 
New Yor~. N. Y. 



ALWAYS 
A KING 

Playing the piano toget her has special memOries for Jack and Ca rol. 

Jack Bailey crowns a queen every day, but has one love to last a Hfetime 

Irs so OBVIOUS, listening to Queen For A Day over 
Mutual, that emcee J ack Bailey is r ight where he 
belongs-in show business. Yet there was a time 

when J ack was wiIJing to give it all up, for the woman 
he loved. Jack met Carol at a party in 1937. Carol, 
a legal secretary from Montana, didn't think much of 
entertainers, now admits: "My first impression was 
that Jack was sort of a smart aleck . ~· But, before the 
varty was over, she found herself sharing the piano 
bench with J ack, playing for a community sing-and 
thinking that Jack was very nice indeed. It wasn't 
long before they were going steady. But three years 
of not getting any closer to marriage convinced Carol 
there was no seculity in show business. So, to please 
her, J ack tried to become an insurance salesman. 
No sales. Carol bowed to the inevitable, J ack went 
back into show business, and they were married. Now, 
some twelve years later, Carol sighs contentedly: ';It's 
been a wonderful a nd full life for this Montana girl. 
LittJe d id I dream when I sat down at the piano with 
Jack Bailey I'd get into his act for keepst" 

JACK BAILEY 

He was born in Hampton, Iowa. He attend ed Drake University, later studied 
drama in New York under the famous MOll Reinhardt, then 'oliOS with Rolph 
Bellomy's stock company for three yean. Jock broke into rad io over Station 
WSBM during the Chicago World 's Fair in IQ33 , toured as on entertoiner and 
emcee with lorry Philbrick's orchestra. He got his biggest breoh in Hollywood , 
lead ing to his present popularity as emcee of Queen For A Day. Jock plays 
a variety of musical instruments, points pictures, has published a book of 
recipes, What' s Cookin'. For a picture, write him: c/o Mutual Broadcast ing 
System, 1313 North Vine, Hollywood , Colif. 



DAVE GARROWAY-
Alon gs ide Jerry Lewis. Dave looks downright sedate- like profl$llor and pupil. 

He has odd eat ing 

habits, a car he 

loves, and a 

program can ed Today 

DAVE GARROWAY 

He was born July 13, 19 13, in Sche
nectady, N. Y., went to college in 
St . louis, then tried to se ll piston 
rings in Boston. He begon announc
ing in Pittsburgh at KDKA. we nt 
from there to WMAQ in Chicogo. 
In 1942. he joined t he Navy, return
ing to Chicogo at the war', end. It 
was there he created ond conducted 
(I new experiment in TV called 
Ganaway At Lorge-until T odoy 
was born, at which point NBC 
moved him t o New York and he 
moved himself into his boche lor 
penthouse. He also does a doily 
show coiled Dial Dare Garroway. 
For (I picture. write him: c/o NBC, 
10 Rockefe ller Plena , New York. 

BACHELOR AT LARGE 

AT SEVEN O'CLOCK in the morning, the nation's viewers 
are likely to stagger over to their TV sets to be 
met by Dave Garroway discussing the weather, 

philosophizing with J . Fred Muggs, or just resting on 
his back while the Red Cross removes a pint of blood. 
Dave's a boy from Schenectady, N. Y., who placed 
twenty-th ird out of a class of twenty-three in an
nouncing when he was a page boy at NBC. Now he 
occupies the penthouse originally built for Marlin 
Aylesworth, the first president of NBC. When he was 
n page boy and Aylesworth lived there, Dave was mak
ing sixty-five dollars a month-the apartment costs 
more than IIwt now! ... He spent the war yea~s in the 

JU8t like a woman! Garroway sure 
loves that car-hut of len can't understand her. 

~ .1. 

Navy but only two months at sea-he was seasick 
every day of the two months, so he was asked to teach 
yeomen-to-be sailors within the confines of a school
room in Pearl Harbor. He likes fishing (with the aid 
of an aqualung which allows him to go into the sea. 
some I SO feet down), loves drumming (he can keep 
time rcal good), but more than 'anything loves his 
5.S. 100 Jaguar, which is sixteen years old and has 
never won a race. (He's mad about racing cars!) He 
likes women, too-but no one woman as yet. He's one 
bachelor-at- lru·ge who is content, even if his female 
admirers can think of a happier state for him to be 
in. Plenty of candidates-but he chooses to run! 
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Huaband Bob knows the real beauty behind her wit. 

IMOOENE COCA of the pixie face and the funny hats, 
on Your Show Of Shows, wears neither off-stage. 
Her husband, Robert Burton, describes her as "a 

gentle, soft-spoken, shy person. In fact, she's a most 
attractive lady when she lets her face assume its 
natural contours. She's serious and considerate, too 
-but seldom without a sharp eye for ludicrous de
tail. We live in a two-room apartment which was 
once part of William Randolph Hearst's mansion. 
Imogene desc,.ribes it as being decorated in the period 
of 'Great Expectations.''' Imogene has been mar
ried for eighteen years to Robert Burton, whom she 
met when she was appearing in "New Faces"-the 
show which launched her as a star when she did her 
original parody of ballet. Burton was working for 
the same producer and wangled himself an introduc
tion to her. The same fall, the two of them worked 
together in a musical which lasted only two weeks 
-but, on final payday, Bob proposed to Imogene and 
they were married that night. 

SHY HEART-
FUNNY FACE 

I rrwgene Coca is a 

gentle, soft-spoken lady 

Ln real life 

Pela Apri and Cainser love their mistress's voice. 

IMOGENE COCA 

Imogene Coca was born in Philadelphia, Pa. Her parents were both show people 
--her father , of Spanish descent, was on orchestra leader, her mother was 
Sadie Brody, once with the troupe of Thurston, the magician. Before she was 
knee-high to a piano stool, Imogene was ta~ing singing, dancing and piano 
lessons. At fourteen she was a full·time trouper. Imogene has entertained at 
most of the country's elegant bistros as well as on Broodway. Of course she's 
the star, along with Sid Caesar, on Your Show 01 Shows. For a picture, write 
her: c/o NBC.TV, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, N. Y. 

Tinlypctl; Sid. Florence. and young Shelley. 

SERIOUS COMIC 
Sid Caesar is an intense young 

man with laughter in his soul 

SID CAESAR is an intensely serious young man 
whose observations of life, as lived by those 
around him, make for high comedy on Your Show 

OJ Shows. As a young band leader playing at A von 
Lodge in the Catskills, he met Florence Levy, who 
was camp counsellor. A year later, they were mar
ried ... Sid was then on his way to being a long
haired musician. Uncle Sam caUed, however, and Sid 
went into the Coast Guard, where he joined the band. 
He would entertain his feUow bandsmen with skits 
and pantomime of the officers and men. Max Lieb-

'" 

man, a civilian who was asked to pick talent from 
the Coast Guard to play in ''Tars and Spars," chose 
Caesar for comedy routines. After the war, when 
Hollywood made the movie of the same name, Sid 
sat it out for two years with a movie contract not 
making movies ... When he came to New York, Max 
helped him again and gave him the top comedy spot 
on the Admiral show, and from there he went into 
Your Show Of Shows. Florence and Sid now live on 
Park Avenue, have a five-year-old daughter, Michele 
- nicknamed Shelley- and a baby son, Richard. 

SID CAESAR 

He was born in Yonkers, N. Y., Sept. 8, 1922. Hi s fother wos the propri etor of 
a restauront. Here, young Sid come in contact with patrons of vorious occents 
and dialects, which may have influenced his work today. But Popo Coesor 
urged him to play the saxophone and , ofter groduotion from high schoo l, he 
played with many "nome" bands. Sid attended the Juiliiard School of Music. 
At the age of 19, Caesar ioined the Coast Guard ond was starred in its revue, 
"Tars and Spars," directed by Max Liebmon. When Mox Li ebmon wos asked 
to produce " Broodway Revue," he asked Sid to head the cost. And now
Your Show Of S~ows. For 0 picture, write him: c/o NBC.TV, 30 Rockefel ler 
Pima, New York, N. Y. 
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Herb Shriner, Hoosier 
He's an easy-going 

guy, nwving along at a 

mighty rapid pace 

Wheela fascinate Herb's and Pixie's little Indy. too. 

Herb loves assembling auto modeJs.-when he has time. 

HERB SHRlNER is a slow-movin' fellow, as befits a 
man from Hoosierland, but his career is leaping 
right along-too rapidly for Herb. who believes in 

a Midwestern theory that there should be time for 
living. Right at the moment, he doesn't have time for 
the boat which he would love to sail . . . for the 
home which he's equil?ped with elaborate telephone 
systems that he installed himself but never has time 
to fix ... for the thousand-And-one gadgets he'd 
like to fit into his scheme of living. He's been too 
busy this past year, what with Two FOT The Money 
and his movie, "From Main Street to Broadway." He 
does, however, make time for his wife Pixie ... h is 
daughter Indy (short for Indiana) ... and he'll be 
right there for the second child who's expected by 
Christmastime this year .... Herb loves people and 
would like, more than anything, just to be left alone 
to tinker with automobiles and such, with a few 
cronies around to swap yarns with-the kind of 
cronies who would understand a guy who can poke 
gentle fun at everything and anything. Herb will 
probably find that time only when he retires. 

HERB SHRINER 
He was born Mat 29, 191 B, in Toledo, Ohio, but grew up in Fort Wayne. Ind. 
In Khool. he took up the harmonico---ond added jokes--because his quartet 
was forever losing its audience. Herb has played in night clubs all over the U.S. 
and Australia. He was with the Army three yeMs, entertaining troops oveneas 
(and collecting five bottle stars). After the war, he made his first Broadway 
hit in "Inside U.S.A.." hod his own radio shows. clicked on TV with Two for 
Tne Money. His wife Pixie is a former dancer. Their daughter Indy is jud past 
two. For a picture. write him: c/ o CBS.TV, 4B5 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 



Bud believes in 

practicing the Christianity 

he teaches on Sunday 

Oevout alld devoted fa mily: Bud 
and his Marion and their children 
Patricia, Cynthia, and Michael. 

Bud Collyer-Good Samaritan 
BUD COLLYER is a religious man. As a mere kid, h e 

was the youngest deacon in the Broad way Pres
byterian Church. Teach ing religion to young 

churchgoers has been one of Bud's chief off - mike 
activities since 1938, when he supervised classes ilt 
the Jackson Heights Community Church in New 
York City. He's still teaching Sunday school and is 
superintendent at the Presbyterian Church in Green
wich, Connecticu t. Bud's religion goes beyond getting 
down on his knees at bedtime, goes beyond saying his 

prayers each day. Religion is an every.hour-ol
every-day thing-not to be saved for Sunday. And 
he doesn't just talk like a Christian- he lives like 
one. He's the kind of person who senses trou ble in 
people and knows how to draw them out, get them 
to talk abou t it, and then try to help them to a solu 
tion. Perhaps this is one reason for the success of 
Bud Collyer, the man who handles hundreds of con
testants on his qu iz show.9-and roots for each one 
to win, because he likes it that way. 

BUD COLLYER 
Clayton "Bud" Collyer was born June 18, 1908, in Manhattan. He attended 
W illiams College, received hi, low degree from Fordham University in 1933. 
Show busineu won, however, and he appeared in radio shows (includ ing Super
man) and Broadway plays. As emcee of such programs 05 Beat The Clocl: and 
Break The Bank, he', given away .more money and merchandise than many a 
millionaire. Bud is married to actren Marion ShocJd ey, whom he met when both 
played in The Guiding Light. Their child ren ore Patricio, 1-4, Cynthia, 12 , 
Michae l, to. For a picture, write hi m: c/ o NBC, 30 Rockefell er Plena, New York. 
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WINNER OF THE YEAR 
'"It was faiUl 1n God that 

brought about two miracles: My son 's 

return, a nd money [or him 1" 

Pfe. Harl's family- his father. mother and 
sister Marilyn- were so thr illed about winning 
that $8,550 check for him. His buddies at 
the hospital were glad to cOllf!:ratulate him, too. 

By MRS. GEORGE F . HART 

IT WAS faith in God that brought about two miracles 
in one month. My son George had been reported 
missing in action in Korea. So often this means the 

soldier has been killed. His return by the enemy 
marked one of the happiest days in my life. Then 
it was only forty-eight hours latcr that we won 
$8,550 for him on Break The Bank. It was pl'ayer 
that made both great joys possible. . My husband 
is George F. Hart, a clerk in the postal service. My 
name is Emma. We are a middle-aged couple with 
four children ranging from fifteen to twenty-eight. 
We have never been wealthy, but we are a happy 
family, grateful for the health and good spirits of our 
children, the love and hannony in our home. We <Ire 
a very religious family. We thank God for OUI' bless
ings, and we pray to Him in times of trouble. "May 
God bless you and spare you and bring you home 
safe to me," I said the day George left fOI' the service. 
Then, in October, 1952, he went to Korea. From that 
day until he returned, my life was not the same. I tried 
not to show the fear that preyed on my mind. I harl 



Break The Blink and f'mcee Bud Collver iril!'ht) have made mllny peoille happy, hut none happier than the Hart.s! 

my husband and my other children nnd the nursery 
to think of, to keep me occupied. 

It WIIS the last week of March; the child"en were 
in the house with me, when the teleg"am arrived: 
"Dl:U'LY aEGRET THAT YOUR SON Pre. GEORGE F. HART 

IS MISSING IN ACTION StNCE MARcn 26, 1953, IN PER
FORMANCE OF ms DUTY AND IN SERVICE OF HtS COUNTRY." 

We prayed to God-all of us, and all of our friends. 
My husband's fellow-workers were praying for 
George. My nieces and nephews and all of our rela
tives held masses for Geol-ge. We prayed that he was 
alive and that he was missing only because he had 
been captured by the enemy, not killed .... I was 
sitting on the sofa, watching Douglas Edwards repol1. 
the news on TV. Fifteen more American prisoners 
had been released and he began to read off their 
names. I was tense. As he read off the twelfth name, 
I clasped my hands and prayed, "Oh, God, let him 
say Georgie's name." Edwards said, "Marine Pfc. 
George Francis Hart." I fell to my knees and thanked 
God .... I think it was some time in the next week 

when we were a lot calmer, that we thought of writ
ing Break The Bank. We were thinking it would be 
wonderful if we could get some money for George" 
so he would have a good start as a civilian. We asked 
for tickets for my husband. daughter and myself. We 
got them for Monday, May 4. On Sunday, May 3, 
George arrived at Mitchel Air Base. There were 
sixty of us, relatives and friends, to meet him. George 
came ofT the plane on a stretcher, but aU grins and 
smiles at being home. We went to the hospital with 
him. He had been hit by bullets and shrapnel, but 
he was going to be aU right .... Well, we were picked 
out of the studio audience for the show. I think 
everyone there wanted that for us. when tbey heard 
about George. We were three-Marilyn, my husband 
and I- to be quiued. Bud Collyer said, "In these 
troubled times, people tum to the Good Book for 
guidance and comfort, Mrs. Hart, and so our ques
tions will mostly be taken fl'om the Bible." We an
swered-and won $8,55O! It was faith in God that 
bl'ought us our great happiness. 
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Bob Hope Springs Eternal 

He'A one swell guy and doesn't let his three 
careers keep him from enjoying his fourth and 
happiest role as real·life husband of Delores 
and father of Linda. Kell .... Tony. and Nora. 

Three careers take an 

inner drive and need help of an 

understanding heart at Iwme 

I 
KNEW when I met Bob that he was an unusual 
man and, the longer I'm around him, the 
better I know it," Delores Hope says of her 

husband. One of the things that attracted Delores 
to Bob is the inner drive he has to get things 
done. Three careers-one in movies, one on the 
stage, and the other in radio-take a lot of drive. 
To boot, he's the father of four adop~ed children 
and a successful husband. "I told myself from 
the beginning," 'says Delores, "that it would be 
worse than useless to be jealous of my hus
band- " for there is a large portion of Bob's life 
which Delores cannot share. Delores has avoided 
any jealousies which might wreck a marriage and 
a home by the simple method of filling her own 
life full of rich events, her children, her bazaars, 
her charity work of all kinds. Bob is devoted 
to his family and his family to him. It is in his 
hours with Delores and the children that he 
sheds the tensions which accumulate in the 
tremendous concentration of his work. Home is 
his escape and relief, the warm, friendly lOving 
place where he restores the well-springs of his 
energy. It is this well-spring which allows him to 
be one of the most active stars in show business. 

BOB HOPE 

l eslie Townes Hope was bam May 29. 190), in Eltham, England. but grew up 
in Cleveland. Ohio. He studied tap.dcmcing while going to high school. got 
launched in show business with a hoofing act, but couldn't keep his mouth ,hut 
and discovered he was really a comedjan and singer. Boh's trail led up to sue· 
cess in Broadway musical$, box-offiee prominence at Paramount Pictures. sixteen 
years of stardom on NBC, and more than 1,500,000 mile, of travel to enterta in 
G.!.', from Africa to Korea. Bah and Delores Reade were married in 1932 ond 
have fou r adopted children-linda, 14, Tony, 12, Nora and Ke lly, both b (but 
not twins). For a picture, write him: c/o NBC, Sunset and Vi ne. Hollywood, C a lif . 

Favorite sports: Coif, fishing-and wishing his pal, Bing Crosby, were on the other end of the line! 
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Jan Miner makes young 

hearts happy, as 

Julie Paterno-and her 

own dreams come tme 

HILLTOP HOUSE HEROINE 

On the farm-with husband Terry O'Sullivan. 

IN THE SUMMER, Jan Miner lives on a hilltop farm 
near Meredith, N. H. In the wintertime she 
lives \n New York in an apartment which still has 

some "hilltop house" touches, but more directly 
she lives in Hilltop House on the radio. As Julie Paterno, 
matron of an orphanage on the popular daytime 
drama, Jan has leamed a lot about ch ildrcn---even 
more about life. In real life, she's adopted a European 
war orphan for whom she is financially responsible, 
has been deeply immersed in her two brothers' 
families and the life of her mother and father. 
Her father is a prominent Boston doctor, now 78, who 
owns a farm right next to Jan's .... Until this year, 
Jan had never traveled farther than Detroit, but 
this year a dream came true when Schli!z P14yhou.!c 
Of SlOTS asked her to go to Hollywood to film one 
of their dramas. She stayed a week and was as 
thrilled as a human could be. She's 8 wholesome 
American girl who has many of her dreams come · 
true ... including the biggest dream of 811-
her marriage to actor Terry O'Sullivan. 

JAN MINER 

Born in Boston, Jan got her first toste of the theatre playing the lead in a 
Gilbert and Sullivan operetta at eight. l ater, she studied stage design, switched 
to acting with suburban stock companies, mode her radio debut on a Boston 
station. Jon then moved to New York, where she is much in demand for dramatic 
roles but is best known as Julie Paterno of Hilltop House. She's married to 
Terry O'Sullivan, a lso a popular performer in radio and TV dayti me dramas. 
For pictures, write: Personal Service, 417 West 50th St., New York 19, N. Y. 



"LOOK, MOM, 
HE'S DANCING!" 
Robert Q. Lewis is just as 

surprised; too-he can't dance, 

can't sing, can't whistle 

A LITTLE BOY at the Miami Youth Roundup clutched 
his mother's hand and stared in open-mouthed 
amazement at Robert Q. Lewis. "Look, Mom," 

he shouted, ''he's dancing!" "Dancing?" murmured 
his mother doubtfully, but she applauded 
as loudly as the child when Lewis finished his 
number. Lewis would be the first to admit h e 
doesn't dance very well, doesn't sing very well, and 
that his main claim to fame is a truckload of 
spectacles in varied shapes and sizes. With this 
l imited talent, plus a line of patter, Robert Q. Lewis 
is one of today's most successful entertainers
starring on radio, on TV, in night clubs, besides 
replacing Godfrey periodically (no small order in 
itself) .... Young Robert Q. is in there pitching for 
success and he's I'eady to do just about everything 
to get it honorably. The man who dances-but 
not very well-also whistles ofT-key, says, "They like 
my Singing! Can you beat it? My singing's pleasantly 
atrocious!" PeThaps the reasons lor Lewis's success 
are neatly summed up in his own words: "I try to 
be an individual. I try to be myself, the kid next 
door-he has something to say, too, if people will 
only listen." And they certainly do to Robert Q. Lewis. 

Bul he can hold an audience 
with his be.spectacled capers! 

ROBERT 9. LEWIS 

Bob was born in Manhattan some thirty years ago and is a graduate of the 
University of Michigan, where he speciaJiled in radio and drama. He started 
spinning records in Detroit, returned to New Yor~ as a disc iac~ey, and caught 
the attention of Arthur Godfrey-for whom he has now substituted no less than 
seventeen times. 80b's also the moderator of The Name's The Some, has his own 
variously-named shows--big and littr~s well as Robert Q:s Waxworks. He is 
unmarried. For a picture, write him: c/o CBS, 485 Madison Ave., New Yor~, N. Y. 

67 



Phil Harris and Alice Faye have found their dream house 

Just as the script says, Phil and Alice have two lillie girls. Here are the real· life Alice. Jr .. 11. and Phyllis. 9. 

at the end of the road 

MAN,WE'RE LIVING! 

A IIOUSE at the end of the road can mean many things to 
many people. Such a house often lives in a dreamworld 
nnd may be made up of things-like a white picket 

fence a nd a red rose vine. Or the dreams of such a house 
may represent idea..- like watching children grow and 
sharing their youth and happiness. Hidden at the end of the 
rood, such a house may mean peace, tranquility, security. 
a storm-protected port with smooth blue-glass waters to 
shelter the ship of life. To some people, a house at the end 
of the road will mean all of these things-and more. Phil 
Harris and AJice Faye (NBC stars of their own air show) 
have found their dream house at the end of the road .... It 
took eleven years. The house is the culmination of the 
dreams, the work, the worries, of those eleven years. As 
Phil puts it now, "Man, for the first time, we're li,<ing!" 
It's a family house to Alice because it's small enough for 
her to lake care of by herself (although there is a part-time 
girl who comes in to help). Besides this, the kitchen is 
Alice's palace, where she reigns like a queen. It's a family 
house to Phil, as well. Since each neighboring house is a 
,part of the community, Phil has developed his latent sense 
of community spirit. ... "We do things on a community 
basis," says Phil, "like sharing the job of transporting the kids 
to school. And, living close like this, I'm getting to know 
some real fiQe folks. It's the first chance I've ever had to talk 
to the plumber and the storekeeper and the mailman 
about their problems. And let me say that knowing their 
problems helps me understand mine a lot better. This house 
has not only given the children a chance to grow- it's 
given Alice and me a chance to grow with them." 

Both the Harrises are much handier in the kitch· 
en than one would ever guess from the radio. 

ALICE FAYE and PHIL HARRIS 

Phil was born June 2-4, 1906, in linton, Ind., acquired his Southern drawl in 
Nashville, Tenn., where he spent hii boyhood . He formed a bond in 1932 
which WCt an immediate succeu, making a number of musical fi lm sharts, one of 
which won on Academy Award. In 1936, he joined Jock Benny's program, remain· 
ing with Jock until 195 1. ... Alice Leppert was born May 5, 1915, in New York 
City. where she was later discovered by Rudy Vallee, who taught her to sing 
and gave her a job as vocalist with his orchedra. From there. she went to storring 
roles in movies ••. . Phil and Alice were married in 19-41, darted their own Phil 
Harris-Alice Faye Show in 19-46. They have two daughters, I I and 9. For 
pictures write them: c/o NBC, Sunset and Vine. Hollywood. Calif. 

.9 



70 

· Daly'8 favorite "program"-jusl being with sons Johnny and Charles, wife Margarel. and daughter Buncy. 

Home is where the Heart is 
John Daly is a top newsman because 

he wanted a family and a place to call home 

J OHN DALY wanted to buiJd a home-more than 
anything in life. Otherwise, today, one of Amer
ica's leading news commentators, moderators and 

analysts might be working in the woolen business in 
Boston. Plain truth of the matter is that John met a 
girl named Margaret when she was visiting a sorority 
sister from William and Mary College ... In Dedham, 
Mass., where Margaret was staying, John dated hel" 
every night for a week and asked her to marry him 
before she returned to finish her senior year. She 
was flattered , but not ready for marriage. Conse
quently, John was forced to move to her home town 
of Washington, D.C., because he couldn't afford the 
weekly bus trips from Boston to Washington each 
weekend. He got an announcer's job as summer "re
lief' at NBC. moved over to CBS when Bob Trout 

left for New York. Later, John was assigned to the 
White House as the Presidential announcer-since 
then, his lUe has been completely intertwined with 
political conventions (he's attended everyone), po
litical candidates (he toured with Franklin D. Roose
velt, Wendell Willkie) , and foreign affairs (he spent 
the long war years traveling around the globe, and 
his pen was used by Cenel'al Eisenhower to sign the 
German surrender) . However, John 's heart has al
ways been in his home. Wherever he went, he spent 
carefully for gifts for the home, and always he has 
provided well for his family-which consists of Mar
garet, whom he calls "Kit"; daughter Helene, 8, nick
named "Buncy"; sons John Charles, Jr., 13, and John 
Neal, 16. known as "Charles" and "Johnny." (All 
males in the Daly family are named John!) 

JOHN DALY 
John Charles Daly was born Feb. 20. 191 ... in Johannesburg. South Africa. but 
was brought to America by hi, widowed mother when he was 10. He attended 
Tilton Academy in New Hampshire. was graduated from Bodon College in 
1935. worked briefly in his family's woolen business before trying his voice at 
broadcasting. Daly h~s long been an oc.e newscaster and moderator on both 
radio and TV, with such programs as America', Town Meeting. What's My Line? 
and It's News To Me. For a picture, write him: c/o ABC, 7 West 66th St .• New 
York 23. N. Y. 



MR. AMATEUR HOUR 

America's young hopefuls line up for their big chance. 

TED MACK was a very determined young man . In 
spite of the fact that it meant practicing in a closet, 
he mastered the keys on the saxophone, which at 

iliat time was almost as big as himself. And, for many 
years, that sax was to be his bread and butter. H is 
father, who worked on the railroad, needed his sleep. 
Ted understood h is fa ther's poin t of view-insisted 
upon sticking to his own and found a way where there 
was a will. . .. Since those days so long ago, Ted has 
done many things which needed determination and 
stick-to- itiveness. Ted organized his first band in h igh 
school, worked his way through law, commerce and 
drama at the University of Denver with his own or
chestra. For the next twenty years, Ted became known 
as a developer of talent-meanwhile playing in motion 
p ictures, later traveling with units of Major Edward 
Bowes, (who originated The Family Hour in 1925 and, 
nine years later, T he Origi1l4l Amateu.r Hour). In 1945, 
when Major Bowes died, T he Origi1l4l Amateur Hou.r 
went out of existence and Ted was asked, about a year 
later , to become the master of ceremonies for its re
tu rn. The determination and faith, first shown in h is 
mastery of the sax, has since been imparted to thou
sands of talented amateu rs whom Ted has helped to 
fu lfi ll their dreams-just as his own have been fu lfilled. 

Ted Mack helps others 

along the way which was 

sometimes hard for him 

IleadlinC8 report the success of Ted 's talent 5etl fches. 

TED MACK 
William Edward Maguiness was born Feb. 12, 19()4, in Gree ley, C olo. He was 
always called "Ted," and later a Son Pedro theatre manager shortened his last 
nome to "Mac:k"-easier for his sailor customers to pronounce and, besides, it 
flt his marquee! Ted's married to Marguerite Overholt, whom he knew and 
romanced in school , but who had become a school teacher by the time Ted 
got around to proposing. They celebrated their twenty-sixth wedding anni
versary this year. For a picture, write him: c/o Original Amateur Hour, 527 
Fifth Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 
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War ren has a way wilh even youngest audience members. 

Strike It Rich, 
Please! 
That 's the prayer 

Warren Hull breathes f or 

every contestant 

THOSE WHOM Wa rren Hull has helped on Strike 
It Rich have been legion, and Warren's only hope 
is that tomorrow stiD more persons will find in 

the p rogram- and in the "Heartline" which brings 
donations from the heart of America- the will to 
go on living successfull y against odds. Each time 
a contestant comes before his microphone, Warren 
Hull says: "St rike it r ich- p lease!" The contestants 
on Strike It Rich are not asking for handouts but 
for the chance a t a new sta rt, a boost toward self-

WARREN HULL 

Warren Hull wen born in Gasport, N. Y., of a Quo~er family with a long 
tradition of helping others. In his teens, he wOf"~ed in the Hulls' machine 
shop, but found their musical gatherings more to his taste. Warren has sung 
in Broadway musicals, octed in almost forty movies, is now best known for his 
radio·TV emceeing on St rik.e It Rich. He hod three Ions by a former marriage 
-John, George, P,?uJ-when he married Sue, a widow with two girls, Buffy 
and Solly, and a boy, Bud . For a picture, write him: c/ o Walt Fromer Produc· 
tions, '150 Sixth Ave., New Yor~, N. Y. 



Musical family: Sealed at the piano are Sally, S~e and Warren; standing, Paul, John, 8uffy, George, Bud. 

sufficiency. " I don't think our Strike It Rich is just 
a program," Warren said recently~ "It's a living in
stitution, and the Heartline reaches throughout the 
nation with a real pulsebeal It is the people of 
America whose good heart, good faith and real love 
for their fellow man have given others new hope 
and perfonned the miracle of saving more than one 
person's self-respect." Warren has had years of ex
perience in dealing with people, so he should know. 
He started out as a member of the track team-bl,lt 

also a member of the school operetta-in Lockport. 
New York. He sang duets with his sister on the 
Lockport radio station. After a year of business 
school at New York University, Warren enrolled at 
the Eastman School of Music and, when John 
Charles Thomas told him he was ready to Sing pro
fessionally, he applied for and got a job in the Shu
bert chorus. He's been on the screen, in musical 
comedies, in radio for years. But he's always been 
and always will be the man with the big heart. 

Snapsbots: Warren and Sue gardening- and posing with Sally and Warren's mother, Mrs. Laura Hull. 



ENTERTAINING 
IS GIVING 
lack Benny learned 

this some 43 years ago 

and has been giving 

ever sLnce 

Jack Benny and Mary Livingstone-two happy entertainers. 

J ACK B£NNY has been entertaining people fOT four 
years longer than his "admitted age" of 39, and 
he's still one of the top men in the business

with bis unforgettable partner Mary Livingstone. Jack 
first went into radio on Ed Sullivan's show with the 
famous line: "Hello, out there. This is Jack Benny. 
... There will now be a brief pause while you all 
say, 'Who cares?'" In Jack's dictionary, entertain
ment "is giving-he's proven it over the years by giv
ing all he's got in an effort to make a show good
he's proven It by spending $100,000 of his own money 
in line charges just to be able to give free shows to 

service men around the world .... His wife, Mary. 
has been his partner on the stage for more than 
twenty years-a role she assumed acddentally when 
she substituted for an actress who failed to show up 
for a performance. Mary has never gotten over her 
show-time jitters which account for the high-pitched 
giggle that relieves the tension for her. She'd rather 
be home. enjoying the house that means so much to 
her and Jack. after years of trouping. than be the 
most famous star in the world. But she's proud of 
her man's success. and the place he occupies in 
radio. in TV-and a nation's heart. 

JACK BENNY and MARY LIVINGSTONE 

Jock was born Benny Kubelsky one St. Valentine's Day (rumored to have been 
Feb. 14, 1894) in a Chicago hospital, but claims Waukegan, 111.. as his home. 
He started in show business as a doorman, played in vaudeville until World 
War I, when he ..... as put into the Navy Relief Society. He met Sadye Marks 
when Sadye's sister's husband asked her to go to a show with them. She was 
a clerk in a department store. They were married Jonuary 14. 1927. and you 
hove came to love her as Mary Livingstone. Jock nos been appearing regu
larly on radio since 1935, after a successful career in vaudeville and motion 
pictures. He and Fred Allen started their famous feud when Fred remarked 
over the air, to a little boy scraping away on a violin. "Only eight and you 
can already play 'The Bee'? Why, Jock Benny ought to be ashamed of himself!" 
For a picture, write him: c/o CBS, 6121 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood, Calif. 



PARENTS ARE REALLY PEOPLE 
But Burns and A lien had a 

hard time proving it to their children 

lonnie and Sandra have learned how to live with George, now. 

I
N ALL the ups and downs of show business, in all 
their twenty-seven years of marriage, Burns and 
Allen have never faced any problem quite so big 

as that of being parents. Not that George and Gracie 
had to learn how to do the job-they had a wealth 
of love to help them out there, both for each other 
and for the two children they had chosen with their 
hearts. It was the youngsters, in early school days, 
who had to learn how to treat a famous comedy team 
as parents! "There was a time," laughs George, "when 
the kids looked at us as though we had two heads. 
If we'd ask them to do something, they'd look at us 
as though we didn't have good sense. We began to 
wonder ourselves." Then Gracie explains: "We 
finally learned what happened. Their playmates used 
to say to them, 'We heard your mother and daddy 
on radio and they sure are dumbbells. Gee, your 
mother's crazy!'" But young Ronnie and Sandra 
quickly learned their parents were really people, 
considerate and even sane, not just zany comedians 
who happened to live in the same house with them. 
And, now that they're both of college age, they even 
let George and Gracie have a chance at the telephone. 
George's and Gracie's own phone, that is. They had 
a second one installed when their two lively teenagers 
monopoli~d the family line! Just another example 
of the wise and really sensible way that Burns and 
Allen have always behaved as parents-and as people. 

GEORGE BURNS and GRACIE ALLEN 

Gracie was born in San Francisco in 1906, mode her stage debut before she 
was 3. At 1-4, she joined on oct with three older sisters, doing Irish jigs and 
songs. She dropped out of the act in New York and was going to secretarial 
school when a friend introduced her to George Burns ...• George hod been 
born Nathan Birnbaum, Jon. 20, 1896, in New York. He organi:r.ed a group 
of child singers at 10, hod been a tricl roller-Slater, dancing teacher and 
comedian before he was out of his teens. George was in vaudeville when he 
met Gracie. He needed a straight man, offered the job to her, 'soon found 
Gracie was getting more laughs than he was. George switched their roles 
around. They were married in Cleveland, Jon. 7, 1926, and have two adopted 
children, Sondra, just post 20, and Ronald, a year younger. For a picture. 
write them: c/o CBS-TV, 6121 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood. 
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Gale Storm readily 

admits she's in love 

with four guyS! 
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The Men in 
A

T LEAST once a week, throughout the year, My Little 
Margie moans: "I've got R problem. Have I got 

blem'" And that's for sure. But even more a pro . , ki f 
certain is the fact that little Margie isn t spea ng 0 
her private life as radio-TV _movie actress Gale .S~nn. 
Gale has no complaints about her own way of bvmg
because, no matter what comes up, sh~ has ~er four 
stalwart men to help her , And the re 5 no Jealousy 

'h m e,' , he,' Gale's real-life heroes arc her among e. . P h "lr 
h b d Lee Bonnell and their th ree sons, IIp , 
P:e::n'd Paul- ten , ~ven, and six years old. If Gale 

Problems do pop up in the Bonnell household, of course, bu~ what's: 
Iiule trouble with a bicycle, compared with the joy of havmg sons. 

GALE STORM 

She was born Josephine Owoino Cottle. April 5, 1922, in B'oomi~?t~n, T;lhas, 
and we nt to school in Houston, where ,he won a talent contest w I' sen er 
t H II ood Contestants were gathered from all 48 states, to ,am pete for a 

fi~m :o:ad ~nd the names of Gale Storm (for the g irl) and Terry ~~Im~ (for 

the boy) . The winners ? Josephine ~ottle a nd. t ee Bo~~ell! :O;~~ ~;: 1te;;~i: 
Gale and we nt on to fame as My L"t/~ Marr

e ;n2~a ;;4~n married his fe llow 
own name turne d insuran,e agent---on , on e p . , '. F 
conte5t.wi~ner. Son Phillip was born in 1943, Peter in

l 
19 ... 

d
, ~u:lm 19:7. C:' ;; 

pidure , write Gale: ' /0 CBS, 6121 Sunset Sou evar , a ywoO , . 

Little Margie's Life 
has any problem, it's that of any working mother: 
Where can she find all the time she'd like to spend with 
the four guys she loves so much'! But, with their help, 
she' manages. Whatever the family does, they do to
gether: long auto trips to San Francisco, Sequoia. 
Yosemite, during Mother's vacation time (with the 
boys getting p lenty of naps on Dad's Nav~ mattress 
in the back of the car)-an exciting visit to New York 
when Gale guested on Comedy Hour (and the young 
students-an-leave lapped up more history and geogra
phy than they ever absorbed in school). What writer 

could have imagined the dialogue that took place at 
the Bonnells' wayside camp while touring Yosemite'! 
The boys were fascinated by the free-roaming bears, 
the snug cabin with its tent-like Haps secured lor the 
night. All was calm and cosy, there in the dark- until 
Paul's p laintive litOe voice broke the silence: "Daddy, 
can bears untie knots'!" Gale and Lee hastened to 
reassu re their youngest. But, even if bears can't untie 
knots, Gale's sure there are no knots in life which can't 
be untied by a woman who cares-with the help of 
fou r pairs of loving hands. 

Gale and three of her fo ur sweethearts. sons Pau l and Peter and husband Lee: Their first-bor n is Phill ip, a~ed ten 
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Red Buttons-Boy Makes Good 

Red - and a blue note for Elliot Lawrence. 

I-lelayne can really cook- but lime only for a snack. 

It took Red thirtyjour 

years to get from Third Street 

into the nation's heart 

R
ED BUTfONS now lives on Sutton Place South, which 

is an address of which anyone in New York 
City could be proud. But there was a time when 

he lived on Third Street and Avenue B. Aaron 
Chwatt, as he was known then, didn't know from 
swimming pools and tennis-let alone green fields and 
lakes. On Third Street, the boys got their exercise 
fighting in the alleys-though, on the days when 
Aaron was too tired to fight, he'd stand back and bawl, 
"Hey, fe.llers, I'm an orphan." Even the toughest 
muggs in the neighborhood had a feeling for mother 
love and family, and the orphan gimmick worked 
wonders. Red was tired often ... and an orphan even 
more frequently! Red's the kind of a guy who still 
isn't acclimated to green pastures and tennis courts
he'd much rather hang around Lindy's, when he 
isn't home consuming some of his wife Helayne's 
cooking. Red feels that his entertainment on TV will 
be short-lived because he knows the public gets 
tired of seeing a comedian do his bag-of.-tricks over 
again. "But," says he, "I have a beautiful home, 
and I'm glad I can afford it. I have a wife to last 
a lifetime." .. He's a happy, successful man. 

RED BUTTONS 

He was born Aaron Chwott in 1919, on New York City's lower East Side, but wa\ 
graduated fro m the now-famous P.S. '44 in the Bron_. He started entertaining at 
a hotel in the Cotskills in 19)5, when he wen 16, then did a sfint in burlesque 
for Minsky's. In 1943, he went info the Army, WO\ assigned to the Air Force 
production, "Winged Viefory, " and also played in the film version. He 'Was 
introduced to hi\ wife. He loyne, in lindy's restaurant on Broadway. They were 
married while Red was headlining at the Paromount Theatre, took off for a 
night-club engagement in Miami, haven't found time for an official honeymoon 
yet. For a picture , write him: c/ o CBS-TV, -485 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 

New York's his town. Red loves the teeming city, loves Broad~ay and Lindy's restaurant- where he met Helayne. 
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THE MAN WITH THE CIGAR 

Groucfw Marx: 

Everyone recognizes him, 

few know him 

G
ROUCHO MARx, cigar in mouth, but with the char

acteristic leer gone from his eyes, paced up and 
down the hall of his home, waiting for the doc

tor. Looking like the worried father he was, he was 
waiting for word about his daughter, Melinda. Little 
Melinda hardly stirred in her bed but, each time 
Groucho bent over her, she'd attempt a little smile, 
in spite of her 105° temperature. Finally, the doctor 
arrived. Yes, Me1inda would be all right- she had 
9n infection. Yes, he could reduce her fever-here 
were the directions. Yes, he'd given her a thorough 
examination-and knew what he was talking about. 
"Now," said the doctor sternly to Groucho, "all 

Melinda needs is a little rest. Go away and leave hel' 
alone and quit worrying. When she awakens, she'll 
be like a new child." That might be all right for a 
doctor to say, but Groucho is the worrying type. 
with everyone but himself. He won't even consider 
his doctor's orders about resting or being on a proper 
diet himself- but Melinda,· well, that's different. His 
feelings toward her have more of heaven than earth. 
He may dress her with non-matching hair-ribbon 
and sox, but he sees the smile she gives him so 
quickly. Groucho knows the mainspring of life is in 
the heart. Behind the cigar and the leer, which are 
his trademarks . lives a person of great sensitivity. 

GROUCHO MARX 

Groucho WQS born Julius Morx in New York City on October 2, 1895. He had 
five brothen: leonard (Chico), Adolph (Harpo), Milton (Gummo), Herbert 
(Zeppo). Their mother was devoted to the theatr~er father was a magician 
and she was harpist with his show in Germany. Their father was a poor tailor. 
In 1910, Mrs. Marx organized the first vaudeville team that included Groucho 
-later it included Harpo and then kept changing as various members of 
the family joined or left the +roupe. Since 1947. Groucho 'hos been ad.libbing 
and quizzing contestants on You Bet Your Life. For (I picture, write him: c/o 
NBC, Sunset and Vine. Hollywood, Calif. 



Jim and Marian Jordan know that 

tinseled living /,S not for them 

JUST 
PLAIN 

FOLKS 

Marian IOYe! puttering around a home of their own. 

Fihher lu1fIl\1olly- hard work won them their places. 

J
iM AND MARIAN JORDAH are lust ordinary folks
the same people they were when they were a 
comedy team on Don McNeill's Breakfatt Club 

and in The Smack Out. in Chicago-in spite of the 
fact that twenty-five years have passed since then, 
and "Fibber McGee and Molly" are now famous. 
Until a couple of years ago, they lived in the same 
house which they bought when they came to Holly
wood in 1936. They moved then only because their 
son Jim, Jr" and daughter Kay were both married 
and away from home, and they themselves wanted 
the kind of place where Jim could have a workshop 
and Marian could garden to her heart's content .. . 
Marian has never forgotten the fact that her son 
once had to wcar his sister's made-over skirts
which, with careful watching, would cxactly measure 
into a pair of trousers. Jim has never forgotten leav
ing his mother's house with his wife for a vaudeville 
stint with Mother's parting words each time ringing 
in his ears, "Write when you get work." Sometimes 
the tour would end in two days, sometimes it would 
last six months. But Jim lived then as he does now, 
with a basic faith that, if you work hard enough, 
everything will tum out right in the end- and it has, 
for these plain, good folks. 

FIBBER McGEE and MOLLY 

James Edward Jordon and Marion DriKoll I Jordon I were both born in Peoria, 
III.-Jim, November 16, 1Mb-Marion. April 15, 1897. They met at choir 
proctice in Peoria and it was love at first sight. Jim was 17 and Marion was 
16. They were married August 31, 1918, when Jim got a job as a moil carrier. 
Five days after the ceremony. Jim was in the Army. Morion taught piano 
during the war and Jim returned to Peoria to enter show business. Their first 
job on radio paid them ten dollars a week for singing. They returned to vaude· 
ville. fibber McGee And Molly debuted on April 16, 1935. For pictures. write 
them: c/o NBC, Sunset and Vine, Hollywood, Calif. 
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HE 
SHARES 
HIS 
LAUGHTER 
WITH 
MILLIONS 
J ACK.IE GLEASON is the kind of man who has a great big 

television program which would throw most cornediaus
but for him it's like going to a big party every week. 

Fol' him, it's completely fun! For Jackie Gleason believes a 
party is a panacea for every ill. A few months ago, when 
Audrey Meadows, who plays opposite Jackie in the "Honey
mooners" sketch on his TV show, had an infected eye, 
Jackie said: "I'm going to give you a party and you'll have 
such a good time that all the swelling will go out of your 
eye." He did and it did. And Jackie is always giving a 
party-whether it be Christmas, Fourth of July, or just plain 
somebody's headache. He's a many-sided man, just as he's 
a many-sided performer. He wrote the theme song, 
"Melancholy Serenade" lor his TV show, has recorded musi! 
for Capitol, led a string orchestra, a nd has conducted an 
orchestra at La Vie en Rose, one of New York's leading night 
spots, He's a little boy from a poor section of Brooklyn Who 
often wonders how he happened to get to the top of the 
TV heap, a sophisticated guy at Toots Shor's who can entertain 
his rivals by the hour with his humor, and a big kid 
who likes laughing with the millions who er.joy him on TV . 



Audrey 'Ueadow& plays opposite Jackie in the "Honeymooners" skit~, 

Art Carney call always be counted 0 11 10 

calch "The Poor Soul" making mistakes, 

Jackie Gleason's like a 

kid at a party on his TV shoUJ

tTltth is, he thinks he is' 

Choreographer June Taylor lIefl ) directs the 
chon~ as. Jackie lOoms: "Ami a-",,-a·a~' we go!" 

JACKIE GLEASON 

When he was fifteen and still in high school. Jackie appeared an an amateur. 
night shaw at Brooklyn's Halsey Theatre. So successful ..... as he that the man
ager kept Jackie on as master of ceremonies. From that beginning, his life 
CIS CI sho ..... man progressed through a variety of unusuClI iobs-barhr for a 
carnivCll, dare-devil driver. exhibition diver in a water follies production. 
Returning to a more normal field of entertainment. Jackie played night clubs 
0$ an emcee ...... 0$ CI disc iodey for a while. then toured the country in vaude
ville. After he'd made six movies for Warner Brothers. TV opened itl Clrms to 
him with the leading role on The Life Of Riley. Ned-ond best. The Jackie Glea
son Show. For pictures, ..... rite him: c/ o CBS, 185 Madison Ave., New York , N. Y. 
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Best Motn and Pop in 

_ ____ -c= 

Family I)Ortra it- Ozzic and Harr iet, with David on the left and Ricky on the r ight of their beloved Mom and Pop. 

OZZIE and HARRIET NELSON 
Onie Ne lson was born in J ersey City. N. J., and Harriet Hi l ~iord was bo,rn in 
Des Moines. Iowa. Harriet's mother and father were both In show ,bUSiness, 
and Harriet wos carried onto the stoge in her fint role at the oge o~, Sill weeki. 
He r first speaking port was in "Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabboge Pateh at thre~. 
Onie attended Rutgers University. was a dor a thlete. The two met when Ot:tle 
ofgoniled his own bond and convinced Harriet she should be featured . vocalist. 
They've been together as a t eam in one endeavor or another ever since. The 
Ad'fenfures 01 Quie And Horriet we nt on the oir Oetob&l' 8, 1944, on the 
eve of the ir ninth weddin9 onniversary. and has since .become a hit on TV. 
too. For pictures. wri te them: c/ o ABC . Hollywood. Calif. 

the World 

Ozzie and Harriet Nelson 

have their sons' wholehearted 

endorsement as parents 

DAVID NELSON, now seventeen, and Ricky Nelson, 
thirteen, think they have the best parents in the 
whole wide warld- Ozzie and Harriet Nelson. 

And there are millions who, watching their TV show 
and hearing them on the radio, agree. Since the boys 
were mere tots, Owe has been reading them radio 
scripts, asking their opinions on how two boys would 
respond in similar si tuations-how they would talk, 
or what their fr iends would say. Consequently, when 
David and Ricky were, respectively, twelve and eight 
years old, they came to their parents with the idea 
that they join the radio show. Their friend Lindsay 
Crosby was going to be on as a guest, and they 
wanted to join h im. After considerable family de-

David plays the sax- Ricky's not sure he should lislen. 

bate, Ozzie and Harriet agreed. The first year for 
Harriet was hideous. " I would think: He's going to 
miss a cue, sure as we're born. He's going to drop a 
line and dissolve with embarrassment." The boys 
never missed a cue, never dropped a line, never ex
perienced that horror of all perfonners, to be lost in 
the middle of a page of script. It is the hope of their 
parents that the boys will go on to college, will get 
well-rounded experience in the business of l iving 
before they selUe for anyone profession. But, whether 
or not this comes true, both Ouie and Harriet believe 
their two youngsters have taught them the technique 
of contented living-the boys think they have the 
best Mom a nd Pop in the whole wide world. 

Ozzie believes in sports for the younger generation- at considerable risk to h is happy hOllle and his wi fe. 
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Ralph Edwards prefers 

the glimmer of his 

own fireside to the 

glitter of show business 

AlwaY8 more fun together for Ralph and Barbara, Laurie. Gary and Christene. 

OLD-FASHIONED GUY 

Barbara's p;lad she didn't heed a warning! 

BORN ON A RANCH, Ralph Edwards believes in the 
old-fashioned way of life. He and his wile never 
attend theatre openings, in spite of the fact that 

they live in glamorous Beverly Hills, suburb of Holly
wood. Barbara and Ralph never go night-clubbing. 
To them, an evening spent with their "gang" (which 
includes eve.ry member of the cast of Ralph's TV and 
radio shows), cooking at the backyard barbecue, is 
much more fun. They love vacationing with their three 
children, Christene, 11, Gary, 10, and Laurene 7-
and usually take them on camping trips. Ralph and his 
wife are ardent members of the Parent-Teachers Asso
ciation and both devote much time and energy to the 
March of Dimes and Heart Association funds. The same 
old-fashioned spirit has carried over into Ralph's work 
- his first successful radio show was Truth Or Conse
qu.ences, a game adopted from family pastimes and 
played by the whole nation for some fourteen years 
now. When Barbara married Ralph, her grandmother 
cautioned her that "show folks just aren't for the 
parlor," but Grandma couldn't have been more wrong 
in Ralph's case. That's just where he prefers to be. 

RALPH EDWARDS 

He was born June 13, 19f3, in Morino, Colo., moved to Oakland, Calif., at the 
age of twelve. He put himself through the University of Caliiornia by working 
as a radio announcer. By Aug. 19, 1939, when he married Barbaro Sheldon, 
he was announcing 45 programs a week. Rolph's great creation, Truth Or 
Consequences, has been on the air since 1940. has a town named after it 
in New Mexico. His newer show, This Is Your Life, occupies a unique place on 
TV. For a picture. write him: c/ o NBC, Sunset and Vine. Hollywood, Calif. 



THEY CRY FOR HIM! 

BEl'OIt..E HIS SHOWS, the kids line up at the stage 
door for autographs, for a pull on their pigtails, for 
just a look. at their idol, Perry Como. And this 

has been going on for generations of youngsters! Be
fore he goes on the air, Perry says: "Scream now, if 
you want to scream, kids. But please don't holler 
dUring the show. My mother doesn't understand 
about these things; she'll think I'm doing something 
wrong." Dear, easy-going Perry couldn't do any
thing wrong if he tried. Perry started out as a barher, 
wanted to be a smger-and tried, with the help of his 
wile, Roselle. He was about to return to the barber 
shop when he was called by an agent for a job at 
CBS--$60 a week and no guarantee of a future. 
Perry did the radio show, and from then on he was 
adopted by the kids of each succeeding generation. 
Now it's TV. He spends his spare time (when he 
isn't home with Roselle and the kids) on the golf 
course near where he lives. He says of himself: 
"What did I do big?" The only answer to that one 
is that, whatever he "did," it was good enough for 
everyone to love him. And everyone does. 

Como is king-deejay Brad Phillips makes it official. 

Perry Como still has the 

younger generation screaming 

for him-when he hasn't 

done anything at all 

PERRY COMO 

He was born May 18, 1911, in Canonsburg, Po., seventh of Pietro and lucia 
Como's thirteen children. Hi. dod worked in a tin.plote plant, Perry become a 
barber's apprentice at II, owned his own shop at IS-which was his age when 
he ferr in love with RoseUe BeUine. They were married July ll, 19l3, about the 
time Perry got his flnt job with a dance bond. He toured with Ted Weems' 
orchestra for several yean before settling down as a star in his own right on 
radio and records, in movies and, eventually, TV. San Ronnie is Il, daughter 
Terri is 5. For a picture. write him: c/o CBS, 485 Madison Ave .. New Yor~, N. Y. 
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Mr. Peepers
or is he? 

One fact agrees with hi! TV skits : Wall) was III the army- briefly. 

No one pretends 

to know Wally Cox, for 

where does fiction end 

and fact begin? 

WALLY COX 

Wallace Maynard COl( was born Dec. 6, 1924, in Detroit, Mich., son of detec
tive.dory writer Eleanor Bloke. He lived in practically every city of any lile in 
th. United States, before his mother settled him down in New York City. where 
he firSot entertained publicly at a GrtH!nwich Village night dub. He is unmorried. 
For a picture. write him: c/o NBC, ]0 Rockefeller Pima. New York, N. Y. 



Not so shy as when he himself was a boy, nowadays Wally will stop 10 talk to anyone (well, almost ) and his dop:. 

I T WOULD BE a shame if all the things that are said 
about Wally Cox were not true-for each makes 
him out to be the MT. PeepeTs who so delights 

and entertains. Factually, Wally was the shy little 
boy who hung around the "older boys," tried to get 
in their baseball games, and remained to become the 
butt of their jokes instead. He did attend school in 
New York City and was starting his botany studies 
in City College in New York when he was called into 
the Army. Four months later he was discharged
he'd had a heat stroke . .. . He enrolled in the School 
of Industrial Arts at New York University and 

studied handicrafts. He learned how to make silver 
cuff links which he sold to local merchants to keep 
body and soul together. He became Marlon Branda's 
roommate, although chances are that there is little 
grain of truth in their having become acquainted 
because Marlon wanted someone ·to push around the 
streets of Manhattan in a push-cart. He is supposed 
to be building a house with his own hands in Rock
land County, New York, but chances are that a 
contractor has already been hired by Wallace May
nard Cox, who-after a year as MT. Peepen-can 
certainly afford it! 
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Bill Cullen-
Crazy Like a Fox 

Bill'. mad about 

In eoatunle for a TV film series-but quizzical Bill really has a B.A. degree. 

BILL CULLEN 

William lawrence Cullen was born Feb. 18, 1920, in Pittsburgh, Pa.,. even
tually got his B.A. degree from the University of Pithburgh. Meanwhile, he 
stcried in rodio as 0 diK ioehy, mov~ on to New Yo~k as an announcer, g~t 
h' b'g ehonee in 1946 as emcee of Winner Tole. All. He s hod mony shoWi to hiS 
e;: d:t since, including Waf! A- Mile, I've Got A Secret , Fun For AU. For 0 pie. 
ture , write him: c/ o Marlin Goodman Produdions, 65 West 54th St. , New York. 

anything mechanical, has raced midget autos, piloted his own plane, once operated an airline. 

Quizmaster Cullen LS quick with cash 

and wit in private as well as public life 

C AROL CUL~, Bill Cullen's wife, sat in the middle of 
her beautifully decorated living room and contem
plated the corner closet. Behind the closet door she 

knew it was impossible to jam one more thing. Air
plane parts, musical instruments, dictionaries for doing 
crossword puules-you name if, Bill has il "Home was 
never like this. But a warehouse is," she muttered to her
self. "What do you do with a man like Bill? He wants 
to keep his stuff lor another two years. He's 8 colledor, 
that's what he is, but a collector of just anything that's 
movable! The only thing to do with a man like him," 
sbe added, answering her own question, " is to love him." 
And love him Carol does. Literally, Carol sees Bill more 
often on a TV screen than she does at home-but. when 
he's home, Bill is the perfect husband. He insists that 
time spent in leisure be with Carol, even flies her to a 
restaurant for dinner in Boston or other places away 
from New York, if that means their being alone together. 
He may collect things, buy things which she neither 
needs nor uses, but that's his way of being thoughtful 
of her every moment-and that's what counts. 

Carol CuUen'a glad she m,,,,;O<i 
though he's on TV more often than he's 
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Country loven, Randy and Evelyn enjoy some golf, 

Randy Merriman 

considers himself a lucky 

man, even if the going 

wasn't always easy 

LIFE'S BEEN 
GOOD TO US 
RANDY MERRIMAN believes every man can 

make of himseU what he will. His own 
life is a perfect example of steady plug

ging 'away at a goal and the final attainment 
of a place in the firmament of successful 
people. His real name is Anson Randolph 
Spear. His father was a deaf-mute and the 
founder of the North Dakota School for the 
Deaf. He died when Randy was only three 
years old. Randy's mother had already passed . 
away when he was fourteen months old. 
His grandparents adopted him legally and 
changed his name to Merriman. He went to 
school in Minneapolis and later at McPher
son, Kansas, where his grandfather was work
ing. At tile age of sixteen, Randy ran away 
to join a circus as a prop boy. He graduated 
to barker and ticket salesman, emceed a 
walkathon in MUwaukee. did stints in carni
vals and in vaudeville. In 1934, he joined a 
s inging quintet, three other boys and a girl, 
and by the middle of the year broke up the 
act by marrying Evelyn Kuehn, the girl singer. 
They settled permanently in Minneapolis 
and Randy took up radiO, which would give 
him a chance to have the home and family 
he'd always wanted. Through hard work, 
Randy finally became master of ceremonies 
of The Big Payoff. Today he lives in Garden 
City, New York, and he is apt to explain to 
friends, "Lite has been good to us- very good." 

The Merriman8 find their own Gardell of Eden on the patio of their ranch·style home. 



Greetin88 at the door of their Carden City home-Evelyn and Rand y, sons Tommy and Michael, and daughter Sue. 

RANDY MERRIMAN 

Randy Merriman was born in North Dakota, raised in MinnelOta. He and Evelyn 
Kuehn were married July 10, 193<4. They have three children, Sue, seventeen, 
who is attending the University of Minnesota: Michael , nine: Tom, sil. In 19<42, 
Merriman was the voice of the Tavern Trouper on a KSTP rodi.o program. During 
the war he traveled with a usa troupe. In September, 19<45, he returned to 
Minneapolis to do Fun For Your Money , which in August, 1950, become one 
of the first 10Cdi audience-participation shows on television. For a picture. write 
him: c/ o CBS.TV, <485 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 
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Julie Stel'ens and husband Charles 
Underhill, ABC executive. in the Ji\' ing 
room of the home they've worked for. 

Julie, Charles and lillie Nalley with the 
"Mae West" whidl keeps her safe. At righl. 
it takes hard work to build a new home! 

FOR LOVE 
OF 

A HOME 
Julie Stevens wanted few 

possessions in life--but 

she was willing to work for 

the one that counted most 

J 
VUE STEVENS, star of The Romance 01 Helen 
Trent, might rightly be considered a little 
mad, for she fell in love with a house-a 

house that wasn't more than a vision on a knoll 
in a spat where tall trees grew. The day Julie 
was married, back in January, 1944, she and her 
husband, Chal"ies Underhill, a radio executive. 
took a drive in the country. Her husband showed 
her a piece o{ property he'd always liked , near 

Armonk, New York-it was a spat that he thought 
was sheer heaven. Julie was the type of young 
lady who didn't believe in possessing anything, 
much less a strip of three-and-a-haU acres of 
wilderness. That is, she didn't believe in it untll 
she began visualizing. That was {atal. because 
she found she was impatient to own the land, 
impatient to have a family, impatient to build a 
house. In due time, Nancy, now three, came 

along . . . and, in due time, the property was 
purchased . and now, after much more lime, 
the house is being built. Julie has personally 
helped her husband saw trees, clear stones, erect 
a pre-fab cabin. Work, yes-but truly a labor 
of love. Never fall in love with anything, is Julie's 
contention now. For, if you do, you'll find your
self making everything come out right in the end 
---even if it means helping to build a house: 

JULIE STEVENS 
She WQl born Harriet Foote in St. louis. Mo., mode her radio and dage debuh 
in her home town, played lummer stock in Connecticut, and toured wilil a 
Shakespearean company. Julie got a film conn-oct while .starring at the PalO
dena Playhau,e, but left Hollywood to make her Broadway debut. She has 
appeared in several play'. WCH lorelei in "Big Town" on TV, but has concentrated 
mainly on radio work. Julie hal hod the title role in The Romance 01 Helen Trent 
ever lince the daytime drama moved from Chicago to New York City in 
19 ..... For a picture, write her: c/o CBS, -485 Modison Ave., New York, N. Y. 
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Sandy Becker's 
Treasured Moments 

Today'8 most precious hours, for Ruth 
and Sandy, are spent in their own home---watching 
Joyce "take piano," entertaining friends. 

Young Dr. Malone gIves thanks 

for these tender memOrIes 

YOUNe DR. MALONE has had his sorrows and heartbreaks, 
but Sandy Becker-who plays Jerry Malone-has 
only wonderful memories of his first thirty years on 

this planet. There are the treasured moments from his 
career, starting back in his teens, when he got his first 
job as a newscaster on Long Island's Station WWRL, 
for the magnificent salary of $10 a week ... when he 
moved into big- city broadcasting on WNYC. as announcer 
for New York's late, great Mayor F iorello LaGuardia, 
who called him "the kid" ... when he pursued fame and 
fortune clear down to Charlotte, N. C., as an ace 
announcer for WBT. That's where the most precious, 
romantic memories began ... on June 20, 1942, when 
Ruth Joyce Venable walked into the studio. and Sandy
seeing her for the first time-turned to his friend in 
the control room and announced: "That's the girl I'm 
going to marry!" ... then the day, exactly four weeks 
later, when 20-year-old Sandy and Ruth eloped, felt 
oh-so-guilty about not telling her parents, but kept 
their secret ... and, on August 16, went through the 
"official" ceremony at the Tenth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, as planned, with Ruth radiant in a wedding 
gown. Later came the long months back in New York City, 
where things didn't go at all as planned. ''We took 
quite a licking," Sandy admits. But they had youth 
and courage and love, and Sandy most gratefully 
remembers the j:afeteria where the counterman heaped 
their single orders with enough for two to eat ... the 
little tobacco shop where Ruth encouraged Sandy to spend 
some of their remaining pennies for a pipe to tift his 
spirifs-"Ruth," says Sandy, his voice rich with an 
emotion words can't express, "is like that!" ... and, 
finally, that blessed Nov. 30, 1948, when Sandy drew 
his first salary check (he still has the voucher) for 
playing the title role in Young DT. Malone, and life 
was definitely on the upgrade for the youthful Beckers. 
Today, there are more radio and TV jobs than Sandy 
and Jerry Malone could handle together ... a gracious 
home on Long Island .. . and three fine children-Joyce, 
8, Curtis, 4, Annelle, 2. Hidden here are the few dark 
hours which Sandy can't hear to recall ... for , with the 
birth of each child, Ruth went far too deeply into the 
valley of the shadow ... but Ru th smiles serenely, and 
reverently gives thanks for the "miracle" wh ich permitted 
her and little Annelle to survive. Sandy echoes the 
thanks in h is heart, 'as he looks Jt the four loved ones 
who have given him the richest rrlemories of all. 



Lateet count is three children, two dogs, one duck- here's Sandy with baby Annelle, 80n Curtis, and " Bobby." 

SANDY BECKER 

He was barn Feb. 19, 1922, in New York City. His father, a police lieutenant, 
wanted Sandy to become a dodor, but Sandy himself was more interested in 
baseball, piano and, eventually, puppets-which he made and operated with 
his own nands, voicing all the charaders for showings at local churches and 
lodges. While aHending New Yark University, he started newscasting over a 
Long Island station. At 20, he had a top announcing job at WBT in Charlotte, 
N. C, In New York, he's become <thOf"oughly identified with Young Dr. Marone, 
but is heard on virtually- every network in a variety of roles, and emcees a TV 
show, Ad The Camera. For a picture, write him: c/o WNBT, 30 Rockefeller 
Plaza, New York, N. Y. . 
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Everybody gets into the act! 

SnOW-BUSINESS FAMILY of 1953-that's the Vinton 
Hayworths! Vinton was one of the early-comers 
to TV, plays on many a radio program, is heard 

most regularly as Dr. Edwards in The Doctor', Wife 
and the title role in The Adventure. Of Michael Shayne. 
Wife Jean- now that their son Dink has turned eight
een- has resumed her own career on such shows as 
The Kate Smilh Hour, Ethel and Albert. Dink himself 
(Vinton, Jr.) has already appeared in Captain Video 
and any number of top dramatic programs. (How could 
he escape his heritage? Vinton's sisler is Rita Hay
worth's mother, Jean's sister is Ginger Rogers' mother 
- and Jane Froman is Dink's own godmother!': . .. 
Still, the Hayworths lead a busy life, completely apart 
from acting. At home, Vinton designs and makes fur
niture and all the built-in features of their house. 
Jean cans food and cooks meals which her two mep 
swear are the most delicious-and crochets ties for 
them which they're sure are the handsomest-in the 
world. Dink makes miniature planes and other models, 
has been interested in both archaeology and anthro
pology at the University of Pennsylvania. But who's 
going to bet that Dink-with a show-business back
ground like his-won't wind up following faithfully in 
his dad's professional footsteps ? 

Vinton Hayworth's family 

are veteran pe1ormers, 

hobbyists-and doers 

Vinlon, Dink (Vinton, Jr.), and Jean lead 
busy lives, both 011 the airwaves and at home. 

VINTON HAYWORTH 
His home town was Washington, D. C., where Vinton was for more interested in 
the local stock company than his high.school dasses. At 18, he won a leading 
role in a New York radio mystery drama, later toured in Chautauqua and vaude· 
ville. He got back into..-adio in Chicago, wos Jock Arnold in Myrt And Marl . 
and is a reol TV pioneer. hoving produced the second television drama ever 
broadcast (Jon., 1930). It was in Chicogo that he met Jean on a blind date
they were married nine days later! Their son, Vinton, Jr., wos born Thanksgiving 
Day, 1935. For a picture, write him: c/o Barry.Enright.Friendly Productions, bb7 
Madison Ave., New York. N. Y. 



So happily married! But Eva and 
JelTrey might never have met, if-

Eva Marie Saiht put pen 

to paper--and wrote 

herself a ticket to fame 

Letter from an Unknown Coed 
EVA MARIE SAINT was studying to be an elementary 

school teacher when a friend of hers dared her to 
tryout for the college play. She won the dare and 

the parl With two more years of college ahead of her, 
Eva Marie was faced with a decision. "Write a letter to 
the head of your drama department," her mother sug
gested, and Eva did. "Dr. Elden T. Smith covered my 
strong points and my weaknesses in a clear and forth
right manner," Eva says. "No pussyfooting around, no 
patting me on the back, no glorifying and glamorizing 
of the theatre or my possible future in it. He left it 
completely up to me to make up my own mind. When 
1 returned to school in the fall, I switched from teach
ing to dramatics. 1 still have Dr. Smith's letter. It was 
one of the two big turning points in my life." Eva 

worked as a photographic model in between calling 
on producers and auditioning for parts. Eventually 
came the day when she received her first TV assign
ment, later she graduated to radio roles. The second 
big turning point in Eva's life was meeting J effrey 
Hayden, back in 1948, on the third floor of NBC. Al
most hom that moment on, they were in love. Being 
sensible youngsters, however, they waited until Jeffrey 
was well established in his career (he's director of 
The Big Payoff) and had found an apartment before 
they were married. If it hadn't been for the letter from 
Dr. Smith, if it hadn't been for Eva's searching for 8 

career in radio, all this might never have happened. 
Is it any wonder the letter is slightly dog-eared from 
handling? It was truly Eva's ticket to fame. 

EVA MARIE SAINT 
She was born July 4, 1924, in Nework, N. J. Her fother wos 0 business mon ; her 
moiher. a school teacher. Eva got her pre-college education in Delmar, N. Y., 
then attended Bowling Green State University in Ohio. She began her broad
casting career in New York. where she's been heard (and seen) in many roles
as Claudio in the TV venion of One Man's family , 05 Mary Browne Horton in 
rodio's Young Dr. Malone. She morried TV director Jeffrey Hoyden, Oct. 28. 
1951, and they honeymooned in Mexico. They live in 0 charming oportment in 
Greenwich Village. For a picture, write her: c/o Young Dr. Malone. CBS, 485 
Modison Ave., New York. N. Y. 
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Claudia 
Morgan 

has 
CHARMS 

Chappie and Claudia (center) entertain ing In their count ry .home. 

The mementos on CLaudia's bracelet spell out her own right to happiness 

----.~., 

" Mr. Poop" is doggiest member of family. 

CLAUDIA MORGAN, who plays Carolyn Kramer Nelson 
in The Righ.t To HappineJl, is a true "golden girL" 
There's gold in her hair, her skin, her hazel eyes

and gold in the bracelet-lui of channs which husband 
Ernest Chappell has given her to mark the most im
portant milestones in their marriage. A metal miniature 
of "Reader's Digest" magazine, to commemorate the 
program on which they first met- Radio ReaeleT's Dige3t, 
on which Chappie was narrator and Claudia a guest 
star .. . a tiny model of a hansom cab, to mark that 
horse-drawn drive through Central Park on their first 
romantic date-Claudia and Chappie re-take that drive 
each October 19, to celebrate! ... a midget ocean liner
for that honeymoon they never had the time to take ... 
small symbols for each of Claudia's most importan t roles 
on airwaves, stage and screen- like the little boxing 
gloves for her performance opposite Robert Taylor in 
"Stand Up and Figh t" .. and, sprinkled all between, 
the precious golden hearts----one for each of the happy 
years Claudia and Chappie have spent together! 

CLAUDIA MORGAN 

She was born in New York City and christened Claudeigh, after a heroine in a 
book her mother hod read , but no one ever spelled it right-hence Claudio. She 
was educated at Ely Court (in Conn.) and Miss Dow's (now Briarcl iff. in N. Y.), 
took time out from school to make her stage debut at 16, playing opposite her 
father, Rolph Morgan, in "Gypsy April." Since then, Claudia's appeared in 
more than thirty Broadway ploys and several movies. In radio, she hod a long 
run as Nora Charles in The Thin Man , is best known today as star of The Right 
To Happiness. Her husband , Ernest Chappell, is an announcer and commentator. 
For a pieture, write her: c/o NBC. 30 Rockefell er Plena. New York, N. Y. 



The MacLaughlins took the 

longest way 'round to 

the home of their dreams 

MacLaughlin'. home port- and home crew: Mary and 
Don, Doug (standing) . Janet, "Buttons," and Brin. 

DON'S ROAD OF LIFE 
FOR A MAN who's made such a success in radio, 

starring as both David Harding in Coun.ter-Spy 
and Dr. Jim Brent in TM Road Of ute, Don 

MacLaughlin took a long time to learn that acting 
was his real career. Hi! own father was a doctor, out 
in Iowa, but Don felt the lure of faraway places. He 
was a student at such far-flung universities as Ari
zona, Northwestern and Iowa. Here and there, he 
dabbled in drama, but also built miniature golf 
courses in California, wrote magazine articles in 
Greenwich Village-and, in 1934, shipped out for 

the Orient, as a seaman on a freighter! Then he 
came home to wed Mary Prugh, whom he'd met in 
New York when they lived in the same rooming
house. It was Mary who suggested that Don con
centrate on acting, and-though the going was rough, 
those first four years-Don's road of life has now 
become a broad highway leading straight to a charm
ing old house in Connecticut. Don's more than grate
ful for his not-too-belated discovery of "what every 
man knows-there is more happiness in his home 
than in all the adventures of the Orient." 

DON MacLAUGHLIN 

William Donald Maclaughlin was born Nov. 2-4, 1912, in Webster, Iowa, but 
went to grammar school in Springdale, Ark., where the family moved for the 
sake of his fatMr's health. He attended three different high schools in Iowa, 
studied at the Chicago Academy of Art-and at three other colleges before 
getting his A.B. degree at Iowa U. He majored in English and dramatics, 
made his radio debut at KVOA in Tucson, AriI., -while still an undergraduate, 
but didn't settle down to an acting career until after his marriage to newspaper 
reporter Mary Prugh. They have three children-Douglas. '-4, Janet, II. and 
Britton, 8. For a picture, write him: c/o NBC. 30 Rockefeller Pima, New Yor •. 
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STORIES to REMEMBER 

For years, Wen'dy was in love with Mark Douglas. They have been 
married now for a little more than a year. Mark is troubled with seU
doubts about h is ability to be a writer, to make a living for Wendy. 
Then comes success as a playwright b ut failure as a person, and 
Mark's mental health is smashed by the very love Wendy bears for 
him. A newspaper woman, Wendy works out her problems. 

Littleton is an average small American town, full of s tories of average 
people, and Aunt J enny has the eyes to see, the ears to hear these 
stories. Aunt Jenny has at her command all the dramatic elements of 
love and hate, greed, hope and jealousy, that make the seemingly 
q uiet lives of her neighbors truly exciting. 

• THB ROMA1V€B OF BBLEN TREl\'T 

Helen T rent faces many problems common to all women-she is a 
career girl, designing Hollywood costumes, but would like more than 
anything else in the world to be married to the right man. She has 
been in love with Gil Whitney, a successful young lawyer who was at 
one time estranged from h is wife. Gil returned to h is wife, and Helen 
finds herself surrounded by jealousies wh ich could wreck her career. 

• ROSEM.4B1' 

Rosemary a nd Bill Roberts have fought valiantly for happiness. Bill 
once lived in the shadow of a murder charge and came through to 
bu ild a l ife in their small town of Springdale. Despite danger to her
self and her family, Rosemary stands firm with Bill as he uses his 
newspaper, The B(nuteT, to fight for justice. 

.OV II GAL S VNUA.· 

Sunday is an orphan who grew up to marry Lord Henry Brinthrope, 
and the two settled in Fairbrook. No one's troubles a re too large or 
too small for Sunday, ]t matters little to her who the person is who 
tugs at her heart-slrmp-if Sunday can lend a hand she'll do it 
often at the tremendous cost of her good reputation and her own peac~ 
of mind. Others must have their chance for happiness! 

• TilE BIC'(.87£8 IIAI' 

Reverend Dennis has spent his life doing right a nd fighting in his 
peaceable way to see it done by others. H is philosophy, deep under_ 
standing of human frailties, is often responsible for the making of an 
upstanding cit izen o'ut of a discouraged human being. H is daughter 
Patsy recently fell in love with a man accused of murder . 

J oan and Harry Davis face a common problem-how to build a sound 
relationship within their marriage after events have cast a shadow of 
doubt on Harry's love for J oan. J oan feels, deep in her heart, that 
she wants somehow to'rebuild their love-that, in this way, happiness 
will be possible within the marriage that once was so ideal. Is this 
ever possible? Can love survive suspicion and doubt? 

• HA. P£R.Ul\'S 

Ma's gentle philosophy, ber guidipg hand and helplulnes.s have been 
rt'lilponsible for many happy marriages, for many happy lives. Rush
ville Center is her home, and Ma does not helilitate to step in where 
other angels might fea r to tread-she wants to defend those who are 
right, see that justice comes to bear where others are doing wrong. 
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• THIS I.fj N ORA. DRAKE 

Nurse Nora Drake this past year found herself .almost accused of 
murdering her best friend Peg Martinson, and also became dangerously 
involved when Grace Sargent came to live with her. Grace, a teen
ager, insists on associating with young Todero, a racketeer, and Nora's 
repeated attempts to protect Grace, to teach her life's real values, lead 
only to trouble for Grace. But---could any adult do less? 

• HIL.L-TOP HOflSE 
Miss Julie Paterno, supervisor of the orphanage, Hilltop House, has 
used patience and understanding and infinite knowledge in dealing 
with the problems of her charges-however, in her own life she bas 
not been as fortunate. Her love for Reed Nixon has taken weird twists 
and turnings along the way and even now her chances for happiness 
in marriage are dimmed by recent events. 

• THE ROilD 011 '~IFE 

There were times, during their courtship, when Dr. Jim Brent and 
J ocelyn McLeod thought they would never be able to realize their love. 
Last J une, however, the two were married. Neither are children, and 
they knew that involved in this marriage was the responsibility of 
bringing up Jim's daughter, J anie-the child born to Carol, who died 
five years ago. However, together they know they can solve life's 
problems-no matter what they may be. 

• LIFE CilN BE B EA.UTIFUL. 
Papa David and Chichi are two of the most beloved of the daytime 
drama people. Through the years, these two have helped their friends. 
Most recenUy, Chichi helped Douglas and Alice Norman to a happier 
life when she advised Alice to quit her career and settle down as 
Douglas's wife. In the bookshop that Papa and Chichi run, more drama 
is revealed than is contained between book-covers. 



• 

The past lew months, Dr. Jerry Malone has been trying to pick up the 
threads of his life in Three Oaks. The shattering fact of his wife's 
death, and now the responsibilities that have come his way with his 
daughter Jill, have left the young doctor litl1e time to look outward. 
Human values have come to replace the struggle for monetary wealth 
which so often seemed to drive Jerry in the past . 

• T ilE f;' JIIII.\ " ; '~IGIIT 

Cathy Roberts opposed the marriage of her father Joe to Meta White
she insisted upon going her own way and found herself embroiled in 
just about twice as much as a teenager should ever have to handle. 
Meta's mature judgment, her insistence on an understanding treatment 
of the girl, is helping Cathy-but the,'c are some problems a parent 
just cannot solve. 

Lawyer Perry Mason leads an active life, always involved in a fight 
against crime and corruption. Secretary Della Street continues to 
adore him-but Perry has heart only for law and order. His latest 
adventure has been concerned with Lonely Hearts and missing jewels. 
intriguing ladies and lonely old men. 

Terry and Stan Burton are at last beginning to find happiness. although 
life continues to be hectic-but isn't it always? Mother Burton, Stan's 
domineering guide, seems always able to stir up a bit of trouble, but 
Terry's own maturity is coming to her rescue. In a most amusing 
twist, Terry has found her.;eif in.volved in becoming a town leader, in 
spite of the fact that she actually just wants to be Stan's wife, a home
biding spouse of a newspaper owner. 
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• ) 'O V NG WII"'~R BRO"'1\' 

Ellen Brown has always feared that her two children might complicate 
the marriage to which she and Dr. Anthony Loring have looked for
ward for so many years. Her fears were well fo unded. However, as 
the intelligent, understanding woman she is, Ellen will someday find 
a resting place for her heart and a husband to cherish her . 

• THE WOMAN I N M ¥ HOVSE 

This is the story of an entire family-when a man has troubles, when 
he battles his way through life to a position where he has seli-respect, 
even though he may have problems, he wants a woman to share these 
things with him. Such is the marriage of James and Jessie Carter, 
who are called upon now, out of their wisdom, to help solve the prob
lems of their children as they themselves grow up and marry. 

Bill Davidson has a deep, well-thought-out philosophy of living. From 
him, his daugh ter Nancy gets guidance. From him, the neighbors, the 
people around him, get solace and comfort. Often Bill has been the 
target for criticism, but always he's been able to pull himseH through 

. to help others as he helps himself to find peace of mind. 

Sally and David Farrell (he's ace crime reporter for the Daily Eagle) 
continue to collect glory as David uses his unique technique of repor
torial skill and detective instinct on headline stories. Sally goes along 
for the ride, but does her share of contributing to this glory-on more 
than a few occasions, her woman's instinct has been just what David 
needed to get to the heart of a puzzling mystery. 



• P EP'-En ¥t.fJl\'t;'S F A M.I..¥ 

Pepper and Linda Young thought they were taking the greatest step 
toward marital happiness recently when they decided they would 
adopt a child. The child was unwanted by its mother, and Linda 
wanted. with all her heart to have one. Problems have come up, how
ever, that were beyond their wildest imaginings. 

• TilE R'GHT TO II;tpP'NESS 

Carolyn never dreamed when she married Miles Nelson that she would 
one day be the wife of the governor. Now she finds herself fighting 
her husband. her v~ry Own heart, in an effort to keep the honest 
standards that have been hers through the years. It hasn't been easy 
on Miles, either, who has learned that in political life one must com
promise-but how much can one compromise and remain honest? 

.IIACK STilGE \ V 'JlE 

Mary and Larry Noble continue to live the fascinating life of the 
theatre. Mary has her share of troubles, brought on by Larry'S posi
tion as a leading man, his attractiveness as a male and an actor. It is 
not always easy to be the attractive woman who waits for her husband 
to return after theatre hours-the situation's ripe for jealousy. 

• STE ...... A " A "" AS 

Stella Dallas makes her living sewing. but her main interest in life 
centers around her daughter Laurel, who is married to wealthy Dick 
Grosvenor and has a most aristocratic mother-in-law. SteUa herself 
tries not to be the typical "mother- in-law"-and succeeds. But often, 
in spite of herself, Laurel involves her in pr~blems that must be faced 
and solved, fo r the protection of those Stella loves. 
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lorMlo Jones ond his wife Belle. 

Belle Jones was just a woman from a small town 
who loved her husband-in spite of his crazy 
inventions, in spite of his delightful ability to get 
into trouble. Then Lorenzo had an accident and 
disappeared. Belle went to New York, where 
she found her own troubles waiting for her. 
Another man fell in love with her, against her 
wishes. Finally. to add to her burden, she found 
Lorenzo----only to learn that finding him has 
not brought complete happiness. 

• S£AIlCII FOR 'l'OMOIlROU' 

Irene Batron is a strong-willed woman who 
has always commanded the love of her chi!
drcn-cven if they have given it grudgingly. 
When her daughter-in-law, Joanne, did not 
l-espond in the same way, she tried to force 
at least outward obedience. When Irene's 
son Keith (Joanne's husband) died, Irene 
put up a desperate fight for custody of their 
child, PatL The lengths to which Irene will 
go endangers everyone-the happiness of 
Pati, Joanne, and their friends-and em
broils Irene in the machinations of under
world characters. 

Joonne Borron and daughter Patio 



Vanessa Dale Is a good woman who believes 
that families should work together for the 
good of each member. However, she's had 
her problems, because her sister Meg is 
wiUful to the point of defying almost all 
conventions. Meg's son Beanie has been 
tom between his affections for his mother, 
his grandparents, and his Aunt Vanessa. 
Guiding the child, trying to help her sister, 
trying always to interpret today's happen
ings to her parents, have made Vanessa 
eonscious that life can be difficult-but also 
very rewarding. 

Dr. Dan Polmer and his wife Julie . 

• THB II0crOH'S ""FE 

Julie and her husband, Dr. Dan Palmer, Jive 
ordinary lives and what happens to them could 
happen to anyone. Julie, who loves to see 
everyone else happy, has been expecting her 
first child. But, during this period when she 
hersell should be so happy, she has been 
troubled be<:ause she and Dan have been cham
pioning a boy who has a criminal record and 
has been accused of new crimes. Both she and 
Dan believe the best of every human being. 
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a family habit! 
Millions begin their Radio-Evening 

at home in the living room with 

a detailed and elaborate summary 

of the day's top events by 

listening to Morgan Beatty and 

his News of the World 

... and by sharing the joys 

and trials of America's favorite 

household ... The Barbours . . . on 

the true~to-life dramatization 

of One Man's family 

Each evening Monday thru Friday 

1»'eaented by Milea Lalm-atoriea 

NBC Radio Network 
a ,entice of Radio Corporoti<m of A merica 



King 

of Jokers! 

GROUCHO 

MARX in 

"You Bet 

Your Life" 

on NBC 

Radio and 

Television 

Networks 

presented by DeSOTO-PLYMOUTH Dealers of America (check your local newspapers tor time and station) 

National Broadcasting Company 
a service or Radio Corporation or Amer l ca 
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Som,ething worth saving . . . a '1'e}nincier to enjoy 

EDDIE FISHER 
Newest record breaker in all fie lds of entertainment and America's 

most sensational young baritone! Enjoy his ballads and natural charm 

on NBC's latest and popular musical show .. . 

COKE TIME 
with Don Anteche and famous guests 

/ c--·\ 
I I 
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Ra d i 0 and Television 
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This file including all text and images are from scans of a private 
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Please help in the preservation of old time radio by supporting legitimate 
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