;

!

¥

:i =1
i 1| 7]
& AlIE. "
: ‘:| = | ||

L ——

Issued by the Fublic Relations Department,
¥ol. 111, No. 3. RADIO BRANCH, MANITOBA TELEPHONE SYSTEM March, 1938,

SIXTEEN YEARS RADIO PERSONALITIES

Without celebratlon, for we're srowing
used to birthdays, we pass on dMarch 1dth
the gixteenth anniversary of the officlal
apening of CKY. We pause in the rush of
@ bugy hroadeasting schedule long enough
to ook back over sixteen vears of (wrogress:
re-dedicite ourselves to serving the people
of Manitoba and maintaining the higl t
atandards possible within the limitations
imposEed by circomstances; and look for-
ward to the privilege of contipuing  our
eflort through another twelve mennths,

*
HIGH PERCENTAGE LISTENING
TO CKY

Fvteresting Neures weprse diselosed in an
independent survey conducted hy telephone
recontly o ascertaln facts regavding
Winnipeg ligteners' stotion and prograrm
prelaerenees, PFrofeasinnal survey experts
unconnected with CKY made twelve fhou-
sandd ralls during the weelk of Janoory 23rd
tiv 28th  inelusive, PFenple  were asked,
among other guestions. toowhat station they
win ligtening, whether CEY  or  other

Canadian or United States broadeasters. W, DAVIDSON THOMSON
OF those reporting, the average for the
ontive weels gave: GHEY. 73075 Although a mative of Perth, Scotland,

Farther vesults of the aurvey will he W, Davidson Thomson may truly be called
puiligshed in future issues of “Manitoba @ Canadian baritone. e has appeared in
Calling”. recital amd oratorie in all the principal
citiea and towns throoghout the Dominion,

In Winnipeg he has heen pssociated with
MﬂNlTDBﬁ CﬁLLlNG the choir of Wnox Church for thivty-thees
This bulletin, published monthly, is wears, during nearly twently vears of which
available gratis at Telephone offices h#t has been the conductor. As a4 community
throughout the Provines, It will be aong  leader he haz bheen ldentified with
mallel anvwhere for the cost of song-feats in the city parks and at great
postage. Readers receiving it by matl conventions in Chicago, San Franaisceo apd
glionld he gure to notify us of change elaewhere. He sings the songs of the people
nf mddress, with fine musiclanship and the syvmpathelie
toueh of the true artist,
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2 MANITOBA CALLING

MEET THE MIKE FAMILY

This ic the secafid in a series of articles describ-
ing past and present fypes of microphone wied in
broadcasting,

Meo. 2: A HORMN 15 ADDED

As was explained in pur February igsue,
the firet microphone employed in Canadian
broodeasting was little better than an ordl-
nary  telephone transmitter. Connected
with the radio apparatus by a Aexible cord,
the microphone was held i the hand, closs
Lo the lips while speaking.  Suspended near
a phonograph, it caught the music—aflter
a fashion—nut It elementary design added
ta the defciencies of the sending and re-
ceiving equipment and resulted in very
ynfalthiul reproduction. It did poor justice,
even to the inefficient phonograph records
of those days, Tsed Arst for radiotelephone
experiments, before the name “broadceasl-
ing" had been applied to the new arl, the
commaon microphone sufficed to meet the
demands of engineers who at that time
were concerned more  with intelligible
trangmission of apeech than with its finer
tonal qualities, The music was merely
fnjected for testing purposes and not for
anyone's entertainment,

Few Listeners

Bxcept for the professlonal radio engin-
eers and operators whe heard those early
experiments, the andience comprizsed o few
of that fraternity which has contributed so
much to radio progress—the amateurs. As
the result of lectures and demonstrations,
with the active co-operation of the press.
the public acon became aware of the advent
of a new diversion in the home—latening
to the radiotelephone, They began to buy
receiving sets — eryatals and headphones,
and queer odds and ends which, when con-
nected together by an expert, could be
persuaded to emit sounde of static and the
oceasional tinkle of music from a tin horn
called a loud zpeaker. In one or two of
the larger Canadian cities a radic man-
ufacturer and, later, certain newspapers
and other commercial arganizations com-
menced hroadeasting regular programs, In
WMontreal, for example, the schedule was
one hour each Tueaday night!

Phonograph records were interspersed
with plans salog, and sometimes a voealist
came to the undraped, bare-floored room
in the factory to sing. Then there was
added—as a master-touch of reflnement—a
wide-flared phonograph horn, We fitted the
microphone to the narrow end of it and
hung it by a string from the eeiling. =0 that
instend of heldlng the microphone to the
lips. one could bellow into the horn or let
it catch, from a distance of several feet,
music Trom the piano or other instrument.

MNext Tssue:
CKY Intraduces an Improved Microphone

MAIL RESPONSE

Hecent announcements in & series ol
programs that an  artele of Jewellery
wiould be distributed to listeners complying
with ecertain conditions, including the en-
clogure of twenty cents, brought a pheno-
menal responas in mail addressed to CKY,
Day after day the avalanche of letters
poured in, until a grand toral of 24,465 were
received during the three weeks' campalgn.

A Solid Stack of Letters
Our pleture shows one program's morning

muail  delivered to the FPublic Relations
Department of CK Y on February 17th.
Many more letters arrived later in the day,

*
"INFORMATION PLEASE”

Commencing on March 2nd, CEY will
broadeast a series of programs which have
bewn aptly described as “a cross between
a minstrel show and a looae-leaf encyclo-
pasdia”.  Clifton  Fadiman, master of
ceremonies, (s Uterary critie for the "New
Yorker" and prolific eontributer to such
magneines as 'Stage”, “Harper' ", "Bazaar”
and “Vogue”, Last year he travelled nearly
40,000 miles on a lecture tour,

“Information Please” is a different type
of quiz feature. Instead of experts putting
guesationz to members of the audience, or
a “profesaor” asking prepared questions of
aelected camdidates, “Information Please”
usges an original technigue which involves
the presentation of queries from famous
men and women toe equally  prominent
authoerities on a variety of toples. Among
those who have tried to stump the experts
are a number of Justices of the Tnited
States Supreme Court, Caroline Wells and
Walter Winchell, Gueat experts have in-
cluded Dorothy Thompson, George 5, Kauf -
man, Harpo Marx and John Erakine. The
series is acheduled for Thursday at 7.00 pm,
C.8T.

*
ANNOUNCERS" NAMES

Announcers on OKY and CEX are now
permitted to anmounce their names onee
each day, at timea aelected by themselves,
Hitherto, the announcers have remalned
anonymous. The change has been made in
responas o popular reguest,
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THE LISTENER WRITES

CKY and CKX receive thousands of letters
each month, many of them praising the programs
and tome offering suggestions and criticiem, Al
are welcome. In referring to any of the letters,
whether on the oir or in these columns, we do noet
disclore the names of the writers unless they have
given o special permisrion to do o, Alsa, when
the location might make identification of the
writer eary we refrain from mentioning i, Corres-
pondents are requested to sign their communica-
tioms, af anonymous lefters cannot be  given
attention,

THEME T NE—"WIll you please tell me
the name of the number played as a theme
on the Massey Harrig program four or five
veurs ago . . S—0Gold Pines, Ont.

FEARE MIKE FRIGHT—"In a few days
I am to go on the radio. Could you tell me
something to de that would help me forget
the thouzands of people who might want to
shut off the station . . "—Winnipeg.

OFFERS JOKE BOOK — "0One of your
apeakers could do with a joke book . . .

When 1 find mine I'll send it along ., J"—
Winnipeg.

THE BOARD MIGHT BE BORED—"I{
the board, or whoever it iz that decides
what we must lsten to, had to hear all the
programa that are broadeast day after day,
I am sure there would soon be a change .. ."
—Winnipeg,

BTEADY LISTENERS —"Wa lislen to
more CKY programs than any other, which
of course iz az it should be . . "—Wellwond,
Man,

HANDS ACROEE THE BORDEHR—
“Profeszor Jackson and others at CKY are
just like old friends to us, though we have
never met. Cur High School seniors are to
be in Winnipeg for the Royal Visit on May
24th ., '—COreenbush, Minnesota,

ABLUTIONSE —"One effect of present
broadeasting should be to make us the
cleanest nation on earth , . . We are enjoy-
ing the battle of the suds, The dramas
work ug up Into guite a lather . . "—Wlinni-
Peg.

DONALD NOVIS —"Donald Novis was
born in England of an English mother and
a Welsh father, He came to Chaplean,
Ontario, while guite voung and spent his
childhood days there and at Fort William.
Hig father =ang in the Anglican church
choir at Chapleau. Later, when his father
wag in poor health, they moved to Cali-
fornia. Donald spends part of his holidayvs
every summer at Fort William with his
unele, who happens to be my brother-in-
law . . "—Hnas=ell, Man.

STAFF PORTRAITS . . . 21

MISS MARGUERITE McFADYEN,
Stenographer, CKY

Marguerite Weir
MeFadyen is a native
of Winnipeg and has
lived here all her life,
Hhe attended elamen-
tary schools and Gor-
don EBell High, top-
ping off her education
with a course in a
busineasa ooHege.
Joining the staff of
CHEY in April, 1530,
Misz MceFadyen was
soon immersed in the
activitles of a broadeasting office. Whether
or not enjoyment of a radlo program is im-
palred by one's having typed the aoript as
part of the dally grind, she doesn't say!
During her trick at the telephone switch-
board, she 2 called wpon to enlighten
enquirers concerning a wide range of sub-
jects, from the temperature to the amount
of Jack Benny's salary—"just to settle an
argument”, When she doesn't know the
answers, she makes a consclentious effort
to direct the guestioners to suitable sources
of information. She recelves her share of
the abuse which public servants are ex-
pected to suffer, but this iz more than
counteracted by the great number of com-
pliments she is asked to pass on to artists
and announcers. She doean't depresa the
announcers' splrita by retailing all the
harsh things she hearz about them, nor
does she over-stimulate their vanity with
too many praigses from admirers.

Migs MePFadven's favorite hobhy s
music. She aings in the choir of Bt
Stephen'#- Broadway Church and is a mem-
bher of the “Marianna Bingers" ensemble,
which hasz been heard on the C.B.C. net-
work, On the radio she likes the best of
the dramatic productions.  She bowls in
the Manitoba Telephons System Bowling
League, and she knits — occasionally,
Presgsed regarding this, she admitted hav-
ing produced one sweater In two years. We
must remember to place our erders early!
Serlously, however, the subject of this
hingraphy s efficient in her work and
brings to it a personality which is very
helpful in solving the wvariety of problems
presented in a radio atation's day.

*
“MY HOBBY"” SERIES
Hobbies to he discussed by Unlversity
gueat apeakers on CKY-CEX at 4 p.m. on
Weadnesdays in March include “Tapestry
Weaving”, “Studying Birds", “Gardening”
and “Maklng a Wild Flower Garden',
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“DOCTOR QUERY”

Mew Series to Begin
on March 22nd

“Twuetor Duery and his Brain-

rwisters”, a favorite “gulzz" pro-

gram on CKY for (wa seazons, i=

ter bhe hack on the alr again on
Wednesday, March 2End, this time
an a CLEACL network, As in the past,
the staged at the

Uil Winnipeg., with

sature will he
Thentre,
CEY announcers at the microphomnes,
Wedneaday at 900
. the learned Doctor, who is

Every

CLEST

§1.0TL.

Geoprge Waight in private 1fe, will

propound  hi=z guestions  Tor the
ealighteninent and amusement of
the theatre audience and the larger
numher throughout the three prai-

cie provinees,

"CAPTAINS OF INDUSTIRY"

A new program, being hroadeast hy CKY
gt Tuesdavs at 645 e 12 entitlod
“Captnins of  Tndustry™, It tells, with
sematie effects, the life stories of many
famonz inventors, industrialistis, showmen
amd others,  There 18 inspiration in the
lives of such men, and the series containg
mitel oo encourage the ambitious, o= well
s tee spbisty the curious.

*
“JIMMIE ALLEN" RETURNS

There (18 rejoicing among  the
juveniles, Jimmie Allen is back on the air
with his thyilling exploli= and instractional
talks to girls and hoys In conjunction
with a number of public organizations, it
i= planned {a present many worthwhiile
fAving activitlea in which the young liaten-
ers will have opportunities to enter model
aeraplanes in competition.

*

SCHOOLS ORCHESTRA

The Manitoha Schoola’ Tunior Symphony
Orehesira is now hroadeasting over ORY
on Baturdays at 10,30 a.m. Formerly con-
ducted by the late P Geaham Padwick, the
work is now being carried on under the
directlon of Honald W, (Gihaon,

Eeneil

"LONE RANGER” ON CKY

“Hi=Yn goom e |\ oy
fumiliar to thousands of young CIY liaten-
ers, I heralds the coming of the g lar
serinl “The Lone Ranger' which is to
eaipenoe on CRY on Monday, Dlarely Gth
at 400 pem. and to continue therveafter at
tirne on Mondavs, Wednesdays
and Fridays, “The Lone Ranger” is not
onldy g theiller of the type which Taeya enjoy:
[t carrvies with it many useful lessons, not
the least of which arve those to he taught
in a brief talk on “Salety”, which is o he
ineluded with each eplsnde.  On CHEY, these
Safety Talks are to e given by “Unele

[reter™,
*
LOW COST OF RADIO

An appreciative lsiener in St James.
Man., hag written to OKY asking "How is it
pagsible Torp Canadlans Lo hear such won-
derful programs of outstanding events al
the  pidiewlously  low  fee of  $2.50 per
annum ' The answer is that the dillerones
hetween the amount of the fees and the
tntal cost 18 paid by the radio advertisers,

*

CHY hroadeasts talks on “Today's Pro-
sramsa” each week-day morning @t 805

Silver!™ will

Lhe =gnme
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