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rVi!IEN the title "The Fourth Chime'' was chosen for this book 

there was no question as to its fitness. 

The Fourth Chime, a note added to the familiar nbc three-chime 

signal, is the exclusive properly oj the Newsroom of the National 

Broadcasting Company; rings out from the nbc Newsroom only 

when events of major historical importance occur. 

Contrived originally as a confidential alert' to effect the imme- 

diate gathering of those members of the NBC news staffs, engineers 

and other operating personnel responsible for broadcasting the news 

to the people, nbc's Fourth Chime has come to be significantly 

identified with every major news break of the past seven years. 

The Fourth Chime was first used by nbc News and Special 

Events in 1937, when the Hindenburg exploded at Lakehurst; 

again in 1938, when it became apparent that the political artifices 

leading to the Munich crisis were making news affecting the future 

of every American citizen. Its dramatic notes were sounded the day 

news came of the Pearl Harbor attack. They were heard again that 

early D Day morning when wool flashed that the first wave of the 

Allied assault had beached on the Normandy coast of France. 

The Fourth Chime will ring out again and again from the NBC 

Newsroom in New York whenever events of utmost significance 

demand the intensive nationwide coverage oj the news the Amer- 

ican people have come to expect from the National Broadcasting 

Company. 
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T/irt above telegram tvas dispatched to 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt on December 7, 1941, 

a few minutes after the nation's radios had flashed the bulletin: 

y 

tt 

■THE JAPS HAVE ATTACKED PEARL HAR 

On that day, when the United States was 

plunged into global war, NBC shifted over- 

night from peacetime to wartime broad- 

casting. 

It was no accident that ntbc was ready. 

Months before, anticipating such a crisis, 

NBC had prepared and drawn up plans to 

operate under war conditions. 

First to he placed on a war basis was 

NBC's News and Special Events Division, 

which immediately began operating on a 

24-hour-a-day schedule. 
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[It HAWAII!" 

This hook tells the story of tliat news- 

room from 1931 through June 7, 1944 — 

the story of its contribution to a demo- 

cratic society in peace and in war — a 

story that only a free radio operating in 

the interests of a free people can tell. 

DAVID SARNOFF 
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NBC NEWSROOM CALLING 

Come in LONDON . . . 

Go Ahead MOSCOW . . . 

Take it Away NAPLES . . . 

NBC Newsroom calls . . . familiar calls . . . symbols of the brilliant role played by nhc's 

News and Special Events Division during the bloodiest, most treacherous thirteen years 

in all history, 1931-1944. 

I hirteen years in which two diametric systems of government and ways of life locked 

in a death struggle . . . 

Thirteen years in which the Democracies — individually willful and indifferent — 

awoke to stand side by side in their greatest hour of danger . . . 

I hirteen years in which the democratic individual, pitted against the ideologies of the 

Totalitarian Stale, struggled with Iris indifference, his occasional awareness of danger, 

doubts and fears, tragic alarm, to develop a stern determination, a will to victory, an 

unswerving devotion to the ideals of Democracy . . . 

I hirteen years in which the Balcony Caesars and Beer Hall Napoleons, founding their 

dream empires on the suppression of the individual and the supremacy of the State, had 

their moments of triumph only to discover that history repeals itself. 

During those thirteen fateful years, the National Broadcasting Company brought to 

the American people a day-by-day global account of the events which were shaping their 

destiny; did much to prepare them for the role they are so splendidly playing today. 

11 



THE DOOR THAT 

m - »»m mm 
* €-V »» •• 

* •« ••• 

I I f 

f. t 
I» 
11 

to ' II 

DOMINATING the prodigious gray lime- 

stone buildings that extend, above 

Radio City's twelve teeming acres is the 

thin, slab-like pile of the RCA Budding. 

On the fourth floor, opening off one of 

NBC 5 long corridors, is an ordinary door 

sandwiched between bustling offices. It 

bears the simple identification '404 — 

News and Special Events." 
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IS NEVER CLOSED 

This door is never locked, not even closed. Behind it is a small, unpretentious office 

whose lights are always on — Room 404, headquarters of is'Bc's efficient News and 

Special Events Department. Over this room, more compact than a trailer kitchen, hangs 

a kind of restless but disciplined din; phone hells cut short with quick responses, the 

metallic tattoo of typewriters, the incessant chatter of teletype machines that hammer 

out an agitated world's hopes and fears. 

By trans-ocean phone, radiogram and telegram, seasoned NBC correspondents on duty 

at the world's strategic centers send eye-witness reports to Room 404; supplementing 

these swift channels of information are the endless yards of factual wire copy from the 

teletypes of I he Associated Press, United Press and International News Service. 

At sixty words a minute, 24 hours a day. this deluge of news reports spills into Room 

404 — a harvest of words that must he sifted, separated and hound into five- and fifteen- 

minute hundles of radio news before it goes out over NBC microphones. This is done by 

a staff of writers and editors who have developed a style of writing that is inimitably 

"radio." These men, numbering less than a dozen, turn out daily more than two-score 

network and local news programs. 

Buttressed against a nearby wall are two glass-enclosed "speaker studios. From here 

NBC home-front commentators broadcast the news "while it is happening"; from here 

trained technicians sitting at a monitoring hoard no larger than a child's desk push tiny 

buttons that bring to millions of Americans the voices of nbc correspondents scattered 

throughout the world. 

From this "Room 404," the home of the Fourth Chime, nbc news broadcasts, ac- 

cepted by millions as unbiased, unprejudiced and truthful, in themselves give purpose 

and substance to radio as a \ igorous instrument of Democracy. 

13 



PRELUDE TO WAR 

1931 

Japan invades Manchuria. 

1932 

Conference at Geneva to limit and reduce 
armaments. 

Roosevelt elected for first time. 

1933 

Hitler comes to power. 
Japan gives notice of intention to withdraw 

from League of Nations. 
Germany withdraws from Disarmament Con- 

ference and begins to rearm. 
21 American Republics meet at Montevideo, 

agree upon principles for peaceful inter- 
national relations. 

United States and Soviet Russia renew nor- 
mal diplomatic relations. 

1934 

Japan and United States confer to determine 
Japan's ambitions in East. 

1935 

Italy invades and conquers Ethiopia. 
Saar Basin transferred to Germany. 
Hitler reinstates universal military service. 

1936 

Civil War in Spain. 
Hitler occupies and fortifies the demilitarized 

Rhineland. 
Japan joins Germany in Anti-Comintern Pact. 
Second year of London Naval Conference. 

Japan protests 5-5-3 ratio—withdraws. 
Inter-American Peace Conference of the 21 

American Republics at Buenos Aires. 

Roosevelt elected for second time. 

1937 

Japan invades China in undeclared war". 

Japanese shells sink U. S. gunboat Panay in 
Yangtze River. Two American lives lost. 

Italy joins Germany and Japan in Anti-Com- 
intern Pact. 

14 



1931-1937 

The seven years before Munich — seven years in which Hitler, Mussolini and Hirohito 

perfected their plans to plunge the entire world into the most destructive war of 

all lime . . . 

The seven years in which these leaders of the three robber nations practiced and per- 

fected the art of blitzkrieg on helpless, weaker nations: Japan on Manchuria and China, 

Italy on Ethiopia, Italy and Germany on Spain . . . 

The seven years in which the Democracies of the world—the United Slates, England, 

France and the South American Republics — shut their eyes against the truth; refused 

to take a decisive stand against the aggressors; tried to stem through peaceful means the 

onrushing tide of blood . . . 

The seven years in which the masses of people in the United States varied their daily 

conversations with accounts of bread lines and the Lindbergh kidnapping; New Deal, 

apple vendors, the fall of the mighty Insull empire, the disappearance of Amelia Earhart; 

Federal dole, the birth of the Dionne quintuplets, PWA, NRA, CCC, the capture of 

Clyde Harrow and Bonnie Parker; TVA, sit-down strikes, crime; the Bonus March on 

Washington, the assassination of Huey Long, the repeal of prohibition . . . 

Seven years of uneasy peace for the Democracies that witnessed the 6,000-mile air 

flight led by General Italo Balbo from Rome to the Century of Progress Exhibition at 

Chicago; the Paris and British Expositions, Picard's flight into the stratosphere, the 

assassination of Dollfuss, the death of King George Y of England, the accession and 

abdication of King Edward VI11, the coronation of King Leopold, the maiden voyages 

of the Hindenburg, Queen Mary and the Normandie, the kidnapping of Chiang Kai- 

shek. the Olympics in Berlin, the Hindenburg disaster, Wimbledon tennis matches, 

eclipse of the sun. 

15 
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NBC NEWS AND SPECIAL EVENTS 

During those seven years, the National 

Broadcasting Company, only five years old 
in 1931, sent reporters far afield to gather both 
national and international news. These men and 
women, scattered throughout Europe, Asia, 
North and South America, broadcast to the 

American people firsthand, eye-witness apconnts 
of the sueeession of world events which led to 
Pearl Harbor. 

From nbc's headquarters in New York, two 
men, who combined rcportorial with executive 
skill, were sent to Europe with instructions to 

establish olfiees, to report the growing unrest on 

the Continent, to wateh the politicians, dictators 
and statesmen who held the destiny of the world 
in their hands. 

Max Jordan, as nbc's Central and Eastern 
European representative, established his office 

in Basle; Fred Bate, as nbc's Western European 
representative, maintained his first office in 
Paris, moved in 1933 to London. 

The eombined skill of these two men, of the 
men directing activities from nbc's Newsroom 

in New York, and of the trained reporters sta- 
tioned throughout the world, revealed to the 

American people as never before the intricaeies 

16 



1931-1937 

of European and Asiatic diplomacy; the social, 

political and economic conditions in their own 
country. 

The American people, avid for this new and 
instructive method of reporting the news, sat 
down to 14 million radio sets in 1931—33 nul- 
lion m 1937—59 million in 1943. 

PLACES 

During those seven years before Munich, 
nbc News and Special Events, then operating 
for both the Red and Blue Networks, broadcast 

direct from England, \ atican City. France, 

Germany, Australia, Italy, Japan, Poland, Hol- 
land, Sweden, Ireland, Belgium, Austria, Man- 

churia, Norway, Denmark, Switzerland, Czech- 
oslovakia, Russia, Eritrea, Finland, Spain, 
India, China, Bulgaria, Latvia, Lithuania, and 
Hungary; from Palestine, Portugal, Ethiopia, 

Java, Hawaii, Scotland, Siara, Fiji Islands, 
British Guiana, Dutch East Indies, Philippines, 
Canton Island; from Brazil, Argentina, Chile, 

Honduras, South Africa, Iceland. Alaska, 
Dominican Republic, Uruguay, \ enezuela, 
Bermuda. Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Nic- 

aragua, Peru, Salvador, Cook Islands. 

17 



A Queen—Wilhelmim of Ilulland An Auslrian Housepainler and a I'russian Aristocral— 
IIfiler and von llintlenhury 

A Kinn—Albert of Behjinm 
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A Traitor—Pierre I,oral of Frnrwe A Chancellor—von Schuschnimi of Austria A Patriot—Jan Masuryk of Czechoslovakia 

PEOPLE 

During those seven years, nbc mierophones 

carried to America the voices of the men and 
women who were then shaping the destiny of 

the world—David Lloyd George, Pope Pius XI, 
Neville Chamberlain, General Pershing, Paul 
Rcynaud, H. G. Wells, Ramsay MacDonald, 
Pierre Laval, Lord Robert Cecil, Marconi, 
Grand Duchess Marie of Russia. Mahatma 

Gandhi, Mussolini, Prince of Wales, von Hin- 
denburg, Crown Prince Gustaf Adolph of 

Sweden, Dr. Hjalmar Schaeht, Captain Hugo 
Eekencr, Winston Churchill, King Albert of 
Belgium, Pierre Flandin, Franz von Papen, 

Stanley Baldwin. Josef Goebhels, Rudolph Hess, 
President Roosevelt, Anthony F-den, Queen 
Wilhelmina, Italo Balbo, Adolf Hitler. Kurt 

18 



/I I'rfinicr—Leon Blum of France A Presidenl and an Aeronaut—FtooscreU of the United Stales A Babble-lidmer—Mussolini 
and llinio Eekener of Germany 
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1 General—Pershmij of the U. S. Army An Ambassador- ■ run Papen of Germany A Leader—Mohandas K. Gandhi of India 

A Foreign Minister—Anthony Eden of Great Britain 

Sehusehnigg. Chancellor Dollfuss, Count Ciano, 
Mme. Litvinoff, Haile Selassie and his Empress 
Menen, General Weygand, Edouard Benes, King 
Edward VIII, King Ilaakon. King Christian, 
king Gustav, the Presidents of the South 

American Republics, Simmer Welles, Grown 
Prince Olaf of Norway, Leon Blum, President 
LeBrun, Jan Masaryk, Dr. Wellington Koo, 

George V of England, Manuel Quezon. 
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1932. The New Jap Order in Manchuria 1937. Japs bomb and sink U. S. gunboat Panay in Yangtze Hirer, Cliina 

1933. Adnlph Hitler greets Rudolph Hess as Goerinjjf and Coebbels look on 
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EVENTS • 1931 -1937 

During those seven years, nbc News and 

Special Events took the American people to the 
battle fronts in Manchuria with Floyd Gibbons... 

carried them to the Disarmament Conference 

with forty-two broadcasts direct from Geneva... 

gave them Hitler, Goebbels and Goering in 
person .. . 

sat with them at two Inter-American Peace 
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1936. Civil-war-lorn Spain provides Axis opportunity to test new type of warfare 1936. First goose-step to world conquest sounds in the streets of Saarbrucken 

Conferences at Montevideo and Buenos Aires... 

broufdil into their homes the Ethiopian invasion 
and the Spanish Civil War through the voice of 

Floyd Gibbons direct from those war zones . . . 

introduced thein to Mussolini and Ciano . , . 

reported Hitler's occupation of the demilitar- 
ized Rhmeland and the stalemate at the London 
Naval Conference . . . 

invited them to Berlin for the first meeting of 
Hitler and Mussolini . . . 

21 

1933. Franklin P. Itooserell lakes Oath of office in Washington, P. C. 
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i;m. Death ends the 26-yenr reiyn of Britain's beloved monarch, (ieorge V of England 1936. King Edward VIIJ abdicates 
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1934. DUtinger's career ends 1932. Veterans of World UVir / demand bonus payment 1934. End of U. S. Army's hnlloon flight 

1936. Fifty-three nations send lop athletes to 11th Olympic, flames at Berlin 
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carried them to the World Economic Confer- 

ence in a "two-way" broadcast between John 
Maynard Keynes (now Lord Keynes) from 
London and Walter Lippmann in New York. 

On the more peaceful side of the news, nbc, 
in cooperation with the British Broadcasting 
Corporation, followed and reported to America 

the destinies of the Royal House of W indsor; 
the jubilee events celebrating the twenty-live 
year reign of King George V, the funeral of that 

monarch so soon after; the proclamation of the 
Prince of Wales as King Edward VIIL his 

22 
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193!}. Ilauplniunn isfonml ijuitly 19.1.1. A 1.1-year drought ends with the repeal of prohibition 19,1'i. I/dsir unrest comes to violent head 

abdication ' for the woman I love"; the corona- 
tion of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth .. . 

NBC mierophones were there at the wedding 
of Princess Juliana and Prince Bernhard . .. 

at Canton Island for the eclipse of the sun . . . 

at the ^ imhlcdon tennis matches, the Olympics 
in Berlin, the winter Olympics at Ganuieh . . . 

nbc microphones were hauled 13,669 feet to the 
toj) of the Jungfrau; dropped into the heat of 

Vesuvius... 

1934. Mrs. Dionne and the five little girls whose birth electrified the world 
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19,15. NBC carers the maiden ravage of France's majestic Nurmandie 

ItTiti. NBC's Max Jordan's broadcast from the llindenburg is the first of its kind 
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J ravel led on the Graf Zeppelin; recorded the 
stratosphere flighi of Professor August Pi card 
at Zurich, Switzerland .. . 

were aboard the Queen Mary and Normandie on 
their maiden voyages to New ork City . .. 

gave to America the only broadcast at the bier 
of Chancellor Doll fuss . . . 

the first broadcasts from Ethiopia when Emperor 
Haile Selassie and his empress spoke to America 
with Count Ciano an unwitting participant . . . 

the first broadcast from the llindenburg, the 
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1854, From the hier of IMIfim, NBC's Max Jordan gives exclusive eye-wilness account of the funeral of the assossinaled Austrian Chancellor 
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tfjSfi. NBC covers the record breaking maiden voyage to America of England's Queen Mory 

first of its kind in radio history . .. 

the first broadcast to America from Bulgaria .. . 

the first eye-witness account of the Hindenbnrg 

disaster. 

These were the seven years, ending in 1937, 
in which nbc News and Special Events estab- 
lished its reputation for getting all the news 
where it was happening, when it was happening; 
set a standard of radio news reporting that has 

won the loyalty and enthusiastic acceptance of 
the American people. 

t937. NBC's account of the Hindenhurg's lost flight mokes history 
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PEACE AT 

MARCH 11 

German troops cross the frontier into Austria 

SEPTEMBER 12 

Hitler speaks at Nuremberg; threatens Czechoslovakia 

SEPTEMBER 29 

Hitler, Mussolini, Daladier and Chamberlain meet at Munich; 

Great Britain and France hand over Sudetenland to Germany 

26 



ANY PRICE -1938 

ear of three significant dates: March 11, September 12, September 29 . . 

A year in which Hitler, arming at a feverish pace, showed his hand to the world 

by annexing Austria, by demanding and getting the Sudetenland . . . 

A year in which, against all precedent, a British Prime Minister travelled twice to 

Germany to plead personally for world peace . . . 

A year in which a brave little Democracy, Czechoslovakia, was forced to give over 

much of its lands, industries and freedom to Germany . . . 

A year in which Mussolini made a definite stand by the side of Germany preparatory 

to his invasion of Albania and Greece and his ""stab in the hack'* of France . . . 

A year in which America and the South American Republics met for the third time 

in seven years to perpetuate Inter-American peace and solidarity . . . 

A year In which the American people talked about the growing menace of Germany 

and Italy, 10,000,000 jobless men and women, the New England hurricane, Steinbeck's 

"Of Mice and Men," night baseball, the Yanks' defeat of the Cubs in the World Series, 

"Wrong Way" Corrigan, the Donald Coster (Philip Musica) hoax, a bigger Army and 

Navy, Joe Louis defeat of Max Schmeling in 2 minutes 4 seconds of the first round. 

27 



NBC NEWS 

AND SPECIAL EVENTS 

1938 

BE there and get the news!" This was NBC's blanket 

order sent by radiogram and trans-ocean phone to 

the seasoned NBC correspondents on the continent and in 

England. These men and women responded by bringing 

to the American people the most comprehensive radio 

news coverage of that decisive year. 
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A frontier harrier is lifted as German troops march into Austria 

HITLER INVADES AUSTRIA 

ON March 11, 1938, Hitler's armies invaded 

Austria. Twenty-four hours later Hitler 
made his triumphant entry into Linz. Max 
Jordan, nbc's European representative, was the 

first to flash the story to the world. Jordan, 
located in Vienna, with the aid of a Viennese 

radio engineer linked Linz and Vienna to iNew 
York. The American people heard the ovation 
given Hitler; heard his speech which sealed the 
fate of Austria. 

Again on March 14 Jordan gave to America 

an eye-witness, running account of Hitler's 

entry into Vienna. From March 12 through 
March 15, nbc in nine broadcasts gave the story 
of Austria's annexation . . . and America heard 

this momentous change take place. 

During those four eventful days, nbc reported 

England's reaction to the Austria coup with 
nine broadcasts; from France nbc was heard in 
five broadcasts; from Germany, three; from I taly, 

one—a total of 27 broadcasts direct from the 

countries most involved. . 
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NUREMBERG TO MUNICH-1938 

NUREMBERG; September 12— MUNICH, September 29 

Tup: eighteen most critical days of the century, during which the American people 

received more news from NBC than from any other radio news service in the world... 

Eighteen days in which America heard over nbg the voices of the leading figures in 

this drama of betrayal: Dr. Edouard Benes, Adolf Hitler, Neville Chamberlain, Bemto 

Mussolini, Premier Hodza of Czechoslovakia, Maxim Litvinoff. Queen Elizabeth of Eng- 

land. Edouard Daladier. Pope Pius XI , . . 

Eighteen days in which NBC broadcast to America from Prague, Nuremberg, Berlin, 

London, Paris, Munich, Trieste, Godesberg, Geneva, Udine, Cologne, Rome, Padua, 

Heston Airport, Croydon Airport, Budapest, Glasgow, Brussels, Warsaw, Vatican City. 

SCENE BY SCENE 

NBC microphones, set up in every important capital and conference center, carried to the 

American people, scene by scene, act by act, the greatest political drama of modern 

tunes. To the final curtain at Munich, nbc correspondents made radio history by report- 

ing, explaining and analyzing the swiftly-moving events which led to a peace broken a 

short six months later by Hitler's move on Czechoslovakia. 
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Sept. 1'2. At Nuremberg the Heichsjuehrer makes known his demands on Czeehoslomkin 

President Penes pledges his people will fight for freedom 
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SEPTEMBER 10 

From Prague, nbc listeners hear the voice 

of President Edouard Benes plead for Euro- 
pean unit) . . . 

SEPTEMBER 12 

The voice of Hitler at Nuremberg is carried 

by nbc microphones to millions of Americans 
yet unaware of the portent of this speech. 
During the applause by 100,000 Nazi Party 
chiefs, nbc's Max Jordan summarizes his words 
and gives an eye-witness account of the spectac- 
ular scene . . . 
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I'rainie, 1938. The charming old city drowses peaeefulfy in the calm before the storm 

Czechs rea/i declaration of martial law 

From Prague, a broadcast telling of the 
reception of Hitler's speech by the Czech 

Cabinet and by the man-in-thc-street . . . 

SEPTEMBER 13 

America hears over \bc the British reaction 

to Hitler's speech . . . 

SEPTEMBER 14 

Martial law declared in Czechoslovakia. 
Mobilization considered in England and in 
France. NBC broadcasts these stories from 
Prague, Paris and London . . . 

33 
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Sept. fM. England's Prime Minister en rouie to mcetimj with Hitter to try for peaeeful solution of Czech problem 

Herchtrsgardrn—trhere Chamberlain and Hitler met 

• r 

N / 

M3iA 

SEPTEMBER 15 

Chamberlain flies to Hitler's retreat at 
Berehtesgarden, pauses at Munieh Airport 
w here he gives an exclusive nbc hrotulcast to 

America . . . 
From Prague, nbc broadcasts border clashes 

between Czechs and Sudetcns . . . 

SEPTEMBER 16 

Chamberlain back in England. At He St on 

Airport, he gives another exclusive HBC interview 
in which he tells of his meeting with Hitler . . . 

From Prague, America hears how the Czechs 
sum up the Hitler-Chamberlain meeting . . . 

34 



r r* 
* ■ 

<r * 
r 

i 

'K? . ■: - 
rr; 

i 
« // r%V*v 

lil *<v» %v ■» 

il < 

E r^»v 
57- i &st •v-r- «r. iSif-e?: v ? -»4 

m 
•y 

3 ^ ssr- 
!S 

7; 7^ --■•> 
i \ 

11 W 

S*K Mi- 

m y-. i&' 
»-? 

' ■4?.' 9* 
«? 

i- « 
m %>* & 

1 
ca'l; 

ft 
^•ir 

n *■ 
XI ft 7? 

Enforced enlhasiasm—Italian style—as Massolini speaks from balconies at Trieste, Uitino, Padaa 

WO,000 C.zech citizens pledge their support to their government and democracy 

From London, the Englishman's reactions, 
and speculation on results of the midnight 
meeting of the Cabinet . . . 

SEPTEMBER 17 

Front Prague: "The Czechs would rather 
tight alone than lose without a fight" . . . 

SEPTEMBER 18 

Mussolini at Trieste; "Italy's place is already 

chosen. Premier Hodza of Czechoslovakia 
refuses to permit a plebiscite in Sudeten Ger- 
many. Daladicr and Bonnet arrive at Croydon 

Airport to confer with Chamberlain. And Mic 
is there . . . 
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Sept. 31. l^eut/iie uf Naliam hears fiussian deiegnle Mnjv» Li^wnff express Son',-I sympathy far Czech cause 

Sept. 22. Czech Printe Minister Dr. Milan Uodza, resigns 
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k \ 

SEPTEMBER 19 

Britain and France in complete agreement 

on Czech situation. Germany preparing for war. 

Second conference between Hitler and Cham- 
berlain proposed. From Prague, to London, to 
Paris, to Berlin and hack to Prague, NBC reports 

these fast-moving events as they affect each 

country. 

SEPTEMBER 20 

Premier Mussolini again speaks to the 

Italian people at Udine; says that Italy is ready 
for war. Czechoslovakia stalls for time in a 
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An unhappy Czech youngster sees his smiling father leave for the front 

The Czechs call up army; mobilize on the German frontier 

reply to Great Britain and France. And nbc 
is there . . . 

From Godesberg, .Max Jordan, ready for the 
arrival of Chamberlain, speaks about the im- 

portanee of the seeond Hitler-Chamberlain 
conference. Fred Bate gives the British picture. 

Dcmarec Bess of the Saturday Evening Post 
summarizes the reactions to the situation in a 

League of Nations meeting at Geneva. G. Ward 
Price of the London Daily Mail tells of an 

exclusive interview with Hitler, who says he 
will invade Czechoslovakia October 1 unless 

the Sudetenland is ceded ... 
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Sepl. SS. To a huge llirong al the Sporlspoiaii in Berlin and to the world listening al its radios. Hitler repeats his threat to invade 
Czeehostorakia if demand for Sudelerdand is no! met 

SEPTEMBER 21 

Chamberlain takes off for Godesberg. Maxim 
Lil\ inoff at Geneva states that Russia is in sym- 

pathy with the Czechs. Mussolini speaks again 
from Treviso. Prague crowds shout for Mar. 
And nbc microphones relay the news direct to 

America . . . 

SEPTEMBER 22 

"Ilod/.a government resigns" heard over 
NBC. And from Godesberg nbc carries a dis- 
cussion by UP's Edward Hcattie on the second 

Hitler-Chamberlain meeting . . . 

SEPTEMBER 23 
Negotiations between Chamberlain and 

Hitler are abruptly terminated. From Godesberg, 
Max Jordan predicts the collapse of the con- 

ference and reads the official German Govern- 
ment statement on the conference . . . 

From London, nbc listeners learn of the 
hitter reaction in England . . . 

From Prague comes a vivid description of 

the Mar-darkened city and the Czech niohiliza- 
tions . . . 

SEPTEMBER 24 

Chamberlain returns from Godesberg and 
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iScp;. 2,5. lionnet and Daladirr arrire in Ijjndun, confer u ilh 
Chanihcrlain, decide to acrejit I filler's inritntion to Munich 

&Z-Z' '"-ft ***' ' 

lioml) shelters become common sights m Britain's towns and countryside, 
as England, hoping for peace, prepares for war 

voices his hope of peace over nbc microphones 
at Heston Airport . . . 

Mussolini speaks before a huge crowd at 
Padua and is heard in America over NBC . . . 

From Gongva, London, Paris. Berlin and 

Prague, nbc carries hour-hy-liour reports of the 
events that are leading to a crisis . . . 

SEPTEMBER 25 

From Berlin, Croydon Airport, Budapest, 

Prague, London and hack to Prague, nbc miero- 
phoues are set up to report the arrival of 
Daladier and Bonnet in England, the reactions 
of the London man-iu-the-street, the "black 
out" of Prague . . . 

Anti-aircraft emplacements mar the cherished beauty of English parks 
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Sept. 29. The lirdish Cabinet accompanies Neville Chamberlain to Heston airport as he leaves England to Mend i-Pmeer conference at Munich 

SEPTEMBER 26 

Hitler's final demands in his speech at the 
Sportspalast in Berlin are heard in America and 
are translated by Max Jordan. Jordan also gives 
an eye-witness account of the colorful setting. 
Dr. Paul Josef Goebbels introduces Der 

Fuehrer. . . 

From Paris, America hears from NEC that 
the city is subdued and blacked out: men are 
joining their regiments ... 

From London, Mic reports British prepara- 
tions to resist enemy air attacks, the digging of 
bombproof shelters in Hyde Park, the mounting 
of anti-aircraft guns . . . 

SEPTEMBER 27 

NBC reports: the evacuation of civilians 
from Paris; Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 

christening a new liner named in her honor; 
Neville Chamberlain from 10 Downing Street 
telling the world his even move for peace in his 

two visits to Hitler; Prague grimly digging in for 

an imminent war; Dr. Lowrie in Paris warning 
American students to be ready to leave Paris; 

Belgium calling 275,000 to the colors . . . 

SEPTEMBER 28 
The historic war-or-peace sessions of Parlia- 

ment are described in detail over nbc micro- 
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iSVpi. 2.9. Hihhenlrop and von Epp greet Chamberlain al Munich 

phones as Neville Chamberlain joyfully an- 
nounees the news that Hitler has invited him to 

a conference in Munich to which Mussolini and 
Daladier are also invited. Wild cheers from the 
staid members of the House ... 

Premier Daladier is heard from Paris telling 

Frenchmen of his invitation to the Four Power 
Conference . . . 

A Czech commentator is heard in a sum- 
mary of events during the past 24 hours . . . 

Karl von Wiegand of INS comments on the 
feeling of relief throughout Germany . .. 

NBC's Fred Bate deseribes the relief of the 
London populace at the announcement of the 
Munich Conference . .. 

i 
r* 

Sept. 29. Hihbenlrop and guard of honor greet arrival of 
Edouard Daladier at Munich 
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.S'ep/. I'.'y. Munich arrival of BenUo Mussolini is personally supervised by Adolf Jtdter, irho escorts him aloruj crowd-lined slreels 

The "Brown House.' Historic scene of the Munich crisis 
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SEPTEMBER 29 

Munich. At six o'clock in the morning, Max 

Jordan at an nbc microphone describes the ar- 
rival of Daladier and Chamberlain from Eng- 

land, Hitler and Mussolini from the Brenner 
Pass; again Jordan with a description of the 

mood of the Munich people . . . 
From London, newspaper editorials are read 

warning the people not to be over-confident. . . 

Jordan again relating the smiling demeanor 

of the four leaders on their departure for lunch- 
eon. Twelve noon. Jordan predicts an agreement 

lias been reached .. . 
From Vatican City, Pope Pius XI appeals 

to the world to join in a prayer of peace. English 
translation follows immediately . . . 

Max Jordan reports arrival of two Czech 
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Se/>1. 2.9. Men uf Good Wilt (reading from left to right): Neville Charnberlain, Udounnl Dalodier, Adolf lliller, lien do Mussolini, Counl Cinno 

diplomats and forecasts the evacuation of Su- 
detenland by the Czechs. Jordan announces 

the arrival of Jan Masaryk ... 

7:44 P.M. 

Stand by fur the fall text and results of 

the conference!^ 

With these words, Max Jordan from the 
'Brown House" in Munieh gives the "alert" to 

NUC in New York. A few moments later Jordan 
reads the text of the official communique—46 
minules before il was given over any ulher American 

net work—before il had reached the press—"before 

it was known in official quarters in London, 
Paris, or even Berlin!" 

Here is Jordan's own aeeount of what he 
calls a "lucky break." "When the dramatic 

NBC's Mar Jordan, tvho capped his superlatme coverage of Hie 
Munich crisis by "scooping" press, radio and officialdom—broad- 
casting to NBC lisleners the complete text of the h-Botver conference 

short minules after agreewenl mis reached 
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Sepl. 30. Neville Chamberlain relurm to England, Iriumphanlly waves the "No U'ar" Pact he signed with Hitler 

Sept. 30. Daladier returns to France with Munich agreement 

■ 
% 
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hour came and the final protocol was to be 

signed, I strolled down the main lobby which 
leads up to Hitler's private study. I noticed a 
group of British diplomats leaning against the 

staircase railing. A friend pointed out to me 
Sir William Strang of the London Foreign Office. 
I approached him asking for his help to secure 

the official English text of the statement which 
was to he released. This he agreed to do, warn- 
ing me that the conference was about to come 

to a close. 
"I dashed upstairs where the microphone 

was installed under the roof and frantically 

called New York to stand by for an important 
broadcast. 

"When I got hack to the lobby, the Italian 
delegation was just rushing out of the building. 
My British friend seemed to have disappeared 
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Oct. I. Adolf Hitler triumphantly relurns to lierhn after the hisloric peace parley at Munich 

entirely. Somehow, my instinct led me to take 
the elevator downstairs, and true enough, there 
were the British . . . and there was my new- 

found friend. Sir William Strang. 

Hey,' I shouted. (What a way to address 
a diplomat!) He was standing next to Sir Horace 

ilson, who was carrying a hnneh of press re- 
leases under his arm, ready to distribute them 

among the correspondents who were wailing at 
the British delegation's hotel. 

Strang explained the proposition to Sir 

Horace, who turned around and handed me the 
first copy of the eonfercnee protocol which up 
to that moment nobody had seen. I dashed up 
to my microphone in record time." 

And jive minutes later, one oj' radio's most 

brilliant "scoops" was being broadcast by Jordan 
to .\bc listeners in America. 

NBC's Fred Bate covered (he IS Jays of crisis from England. 
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NBC MUNICH LOG 

September 9 — September 30 

1938 

From London. Prague, Paris. Berlin, Munich, Nuremberg, Trieste, 

Godesberg, Geneva, Udine, Cologne, Padua, Budapest, Glasgow, 
Brussels, Warsaw, Vatican City, Rome 117 bmadcasts 

Bulletins, News Flashes, Special Talks, Analyses, and Summaries 
from New York 351 broadcasts 

Total 468 broadcasts 

Total number of broadcast hours 46 hours, 37 minutes 



While keeping America informed on these world-important crises, NBC News 

and Special Events adhered to its traditions of broadcasting from abroad all 

other news of special interest to the American people. During 1938, from 52 coun- 

tries, for a total of 589 broadcasts, nbc reported sports events, music and religious 

festivals, and many other special programs which helped America to understand and 

appreciate the culture of Europe, Asia and South America. 

THE WAY OF THE AMERICAS 

While the Four Powers were playing with fire at Munich, twenty American Repub- 

lics at Lima, Peru, sat down together lor the third time in seven years to draw up 

plans to perpetuate a real and lasting peace in the Western Hemisphere. From 

December 5—December 27, nbc microphones carried for a total of 35 broadcasts the 

discussions and results of this conference. America also heard Alfred M. Landon, 

Secretary Hull, and the leaders of the South American Republics express their 

views of this historic meeting. 
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WAR 

Mar. 14 

Mar. 22 
Apr. 7 

Aug. 24 

Sept. 
Sept. 

Sept. 19 
Sept. 28 
Oct. 5 

Oct. 10 

Nov. 80 
Dec. 17 

1939 

Germany attack? and seizes what is left 
of Czechoslovakia. 

German troops enter Memel. 

Italy invades Albania. 
Russia and Germany sign Non-Aggres- 
sion Pact. 
Germany invades Poland. 

England and France declare war on 
Germany. 

Hitler enters Danzig. 

Russia seizes Estonia. 
Russia seizes Latvia. 

Russia seizes Lithuania. 
Russia invades Finland. 
Graf Spee is scuttled at Montevideo. 

1940 

Apr. 9 Germanyinvades Denmark and Norway. 

May 10 Germany invades Belgium, Luxembourg 
and Holland. NevilleChamherlain resigns 

and is succeeded by Winston Churchill. 
Last week of May. Withdrawal from Dunkenjue. 

June 10 Italy declares war on England and 

France. 
June 17 Petain asks for terms of Armistice. 
June 22 French-German Armistice is signed at 

Compiegne Forest. 
Aug. 8 Germany begins air blitz of England. 
Sept. 3 Great Britain and the United States agree 

to exchange Atlantic base sites for fifty 

U. S. destroyers. 

Sept. 13 First Axis Libyan offensive. 
Sept. 16 U. S. Selective Service Act passed by 

Congress. 

Sept. 23 Inter-American Conference at Havana. 

Sept. 27 Japan joins Rome-Berlin Axis. 

Oct. 28 Italy invades Greece. 

Nov. 5 Roosevelt elected for third term. 

1941 

Jan. 7 Siege of Italian-held Tobruk begins. 

Jan. 22 British take Tobruk, 

Mar. 9 Italians begin retreat in Ethiopia. 

Mar. 11 LL S. passes lend-lcase legislation. 

Mar. 13 British and German planes cross Channel 
in reciprocal bombing missions. 

Apr. 6 Germany attacks Yugoslavia and Greece. 
Apr. 13 Japan and Russia sign tiv e-year neutrality 

pact. 
Apr. 23 Greece defeated and army disbanded. 
May 5 Haile Selassie sits again on throne at 

Addis Ababa. 

May 12 Rudolf Hess lands in Scotland. 

May 21 Germany invades Crete. 
June 1 Britain withdraws from Crete. 
June 22 Germany invades Russia. U. S. troops 

occupy British Guiana. 
Aug. 14 Churchill and Roosevelt meet at sea to 

draw up Atlantic Charter. 

Nov. 27 Ethiopia cleared of Italian forces. 
Dec. 7 Japan attacks Pearl Harbor. 
Dec. 8 United States and Great Britain declare 

war on Japan. 

Dec. 11 United States declares war on Germany 
and Italy. 

Dec. 13 Guam captured by Japanese. 

Dec. 24 Japs capture Wake Island. 
Dec. 25 British Crown Colony of Hongkong 

surrendered to Japs. 
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1939-1941 

HE three years before America's entry into the war. Three years in which the Axis 

appeared invincible. Tbree black years in whicb Germany overran all Europe; sank 

an alarming amount of allied shipping with her submarine wolf packs; betrayed her 

Russian ally by invading the Soviet Union without warning . . . 

Three black years in whicb France capitulated; Greece went down in honorable 

defeat; England lost her arms but saved her army at Dunkirk; retreated from Crete; 

endured and fought off Germany's air blitz; began reprisal raids on Germany with the 

help of increasing numbers of United States bombers; fought back and forth in the 

African desert . . . 

rhree black years in which Mussolini, watching his opportunities, stabbed France 

in the hack; invaded helpless Albania; found the Greeks more than he could handle 

alone; saw his first empire conquest, Ethiopia, returned to its emperor, Haile Selassie. . . 

Three black years in which Russia played for time against her future enemy, Germany, 

by signing a Non-Aggression Pact with Hitler; strengthened her frontiers by seizing 

Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania; found Finnish warriors equal to her own; entered into a 

five-year neutrality pact with Japan; retreated toward Moscow against the superior fight- 

ing ability of the German armies . . . 

Three black years in which Japan played diplomatic cat-and-mouse with the United 

States, culminating in her treacherous attack at Pearl Harbor. 
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NBC NEWS 

AND SPECIAL EVENTS 

1939-1941 

Conscious of its obligation to the American people, nbc 

News and Special Events dispatched correspondents to 

every quarter of the globe, to every important world capi- 

tal, to every war front, to the battlefields of the belliger- 

ents. These men and women, with great personal daring 

and devotion to their cause, reported to America, hour by 

hour, day by day, the story of a world at war. 

For these three years, nbc kept America constantly 

aware of the shifting tide of events . . . from 49 countries, 

for a total of 4,818 broadcasts, nbc microphones carried 

the war into American homes . . . schooled the American 

people in global thinking which did much to condition 

and prepare a peace-loving nation for its inevitable role 

as a fighting ally of the then-warring Democracies. 

These are the nineteen men and women who in 4,818 

vivid broadcasts from 26 European capitals during the 

three-year period—1939-1941—gave American listeners, 

tuned to both nbc networks, an accurate, on-the-spot, eye- 

witness accounting of a Europe divided against itself for 

the second time in a single generation. 
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Max Jordan, NBC's Central and 
Eastern European represen/alwe 

Fred Bale, NBC's Western 
European representative 
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Helen Hie 11 

from Paris and Bordeaux 

Pierre ran Paassen 
from Paris 
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Grant Parr 
from Berlin 
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Quenlin Reynolds 
from Paris 

Phillip R. Mackenzie 
from Rome 

Charles Lanius 
from Rome 
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William k'erkrr 
from Berlin 

Margaret Rupli 
from Holland 

K 

Edward Elevens 
from Helsinki 
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Six months after Munich, Nazi mechanized units thunder fhrouijh t'riiyuc streets as-11 tiler seizes what is left of Czechoslovak ta 

Merne I turns out to greet Adolf Hitler 
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NBD IN CZEOHO 

MEMEL, POLAND, 

From March 14 to September 19, 1939. Ger- 
many invaded Czechoslovakia, entered Memel. 
attacked Poland, occupied Danzig. 

Over NBC microphones, America heard, to- 

gether with daily running accounts of the occu- 
pation of Prague, Joachim von Rihhentrop speak- 

ing on the German plans for Czechoslovakia . . . 
as Hitler entered Memel, his speech and his 
welcome were broadcast over nbc to America ... 
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One year after Munich, Nazi huinhs blast the streets of Warsaw as Hitler invades and conquers Poland 

Danzig Nazis welcome their hero 

SLOVAKIA, 

DANZIG-1939 

nhc's Max Jordan I'roni Berlin pave America the 

first word of Hitler's official demands on Poland 
over MiC mierophones . . . 

from Danzig. August 20, Max Jordan warned 

America that Hitler would occupy Danzig, a pre- 
diction confirmed on September 19 when MiC 

microphones carried Hitler's speech at Danzig 
and a description of his reception. 
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General Winter slows down the Russian offensive on the Suumassalmi front in Finland 

NBC IN FINLAND ■ 1939-1940 

Finland was invaded by Russia on Novem- 
ber 30, 1939. For nearly five months Finland 

held out, only to sue for peace on March 12, 
1940. During those five months, nbc's Warren 
Irvin and Edmund Stevens broadcast from Hel- 
sinki and the Mannerheim Line 40 eye-witness 
accounts of the struggle. It was Warren Irvin 

who, setting up his NBC microphone at the front 
lines, broadcast to America for the first tune in 
the history of radio the sound of actual battle- 

front gunfire. America also heard the voices of 
Premier Risto Ryti and Vaino Tanner, Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, stating that Finland could 

hold out no longer. 
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Finnish soldier sfalkirtg the enemy in forest of snotr-aivered KareAn Isthmus in ririnlty of the Mannerheint line 

Cilfnonjlaijtd Soviet infantry attacking during the fighting in Finland 
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A surprised benmark is forced to submit to the Nazi horde 

NBC IN DENMARK, NORWAY, BELGIUM, 

On April 9, 1940, Hitler invaded Denmark quiet, their fear of invasion, their desire to re- 

and Norway. Denmark capitulated, Norway main neutral at all costs. Queen \\ ilhehnina ot 
fought valiantly for a month. On May 10. Hitler Holland and King Leopold of Belgium also were 
invaded Belgium, Luxemhourg and Holland. Bel- heard in America over SBC microphones, 

gium and Holland, fighting desperately, finally During the short month that it took Hitler 
laid down their arms. A year before Hitler to overrun these countries, Max Jordan from 

struck. Max Jordan went to the Low Countries Denmark, Norway, Belgium and Holland, Mar- 

to report hack to America the reactions of these garet Rupli from Holland. Louis Quievercanx 
threatened people; told of their general dis- from Belgium, Sven Carstensen from Norway 
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Nonray Jighls hrroirally for n month—hut Quislings hare done their work well 

XEMBOURG, HOLLAND -1940 

relayed to America a blow-by-blow deseription 
of the fall of tbese countries. 

"This is Louise Wight of nbc speaking to 
you from Amsterdam. The air raid warnings are 
sounding. Just listen to them. And now I've got 
to clear out of here! Goodbye!" 

Batting'' for Margaret Rupli, \\ho bad been 

forced to flee the country, Louise igbt, in her 
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Belgium fiffhis desperately, hut Nazi might and Fifth Column force capitulation 

first appearance before a microphone, sent this 

story to America—the first to come out of Hoi 
land after Hitler's armies had struck that coun- 
try-—the first broadcast to carry the shrieking 

sound of air raid sirens to America. 

Jordan of the Seven League Boots again 
"scooped" his radio ccdleagues with his broad- 
cast of the Nazi capture of the American cargo 

vessel, City of Flint. Jordan, several jumps 
ahead of rival radio reporters who had the same 

idea, flew to Moscow but the vessel had gone; 

flew next, 1,500 miles across the Baltic Sea to 
Stockholm; journeyed by train to Oslo, where he 

learned that the skipper was leaving for Bergen, 
Blizzards and military restrictions prevented 
Jordan from flying to Bergen. He got his story 

to America by hooking up Oslo with Bergen by 
telephone, relaying his interview with the 
skipper by air from Oslo to the high-powered 
transmitters of Geneva. Switzerland. 
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77it' ferare Dutch are hmibed and blitzed into submission 

The City of Flint leaving Bergen after NBC's dramatic broadcast to America by the skipper of this farnuus ship 
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1 Anli-aircrafl gun empktCfmenls are Hie last word in Paris fashions in 1939 

NBC IN FRANCE- 1939-1941 

From Paris to the Maginot Line, to Bor- 
deaux, to Tours, to Compiegne Forest, to Vichy 

—this was the itinerary of nbc correspondents 
who watched and reported the fall of France in 

438 broadcasts directly to America. 
In 1989, the year of the "phoney" war, nbc 

microphones, set up on the Maginot Line on 
Christmas Eve, carried to America a mass con- 

ducted for the poilns; from Paris, Paul Ar- 

chinard, in charge of nbc's office there, broad- 
cast daily to America . . . 

Jolm Gunther, Dorothy Thompson, Quentin 

Reynolds, Pierre van Paassen, Baukhage left 
America in no doubt as to conditions in France... 

Daladier, Reynaud, Leon Blum. Flandin. Petain, 
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Valiant Frenchmen JigM. But tume-drami aHUIery, pmUm on hikes, anliquafed motorized equipmenl are no match 
for the might of a trrll-ordercd, mechanized, modem German war machine 
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Bristling guns in the Maginol Line could he aimed and fired in one direction on/. 

Duke of Windsor, Padercwski spoke to America 
in a total of 23 broadcasts . .. 

nbc's Max Jordan was the first to broadcast 

from Paris under German rule . .. 

Helen Hiett. leaving Paris after the nhc office 
bad been wrecked by bombs, moved on to Bor- 

deaux, slept in the fields under dropping bombs 
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UUkr eract.i full measure in the same historic railroad car in Compiegne Forest in which terms for German surrender were concluded in IhlS 

The tired hero of Verdun assumes the helm of Vichy France 

■: 

W 

until a new iNbc office could lie established in a 
former coalbin . . . 

Archinard, leaving Helen Hictt in Bordeaux, 
was the first radio correspondent to reach Vichy 
and broadcast from the new seat of the French 

Government; the first to relay to America the 
news of Premier Heynaud's resignation, "scoop- 
ing" even the French radio and press .. . 

and at Compiegne Forest, nbc together with cbs, 

relayed to America an eye-witness account of 
the historic meeting between Petain and Hitler 
w hich took France out of the war. 
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Naii iroops in parade farrnalion ynoxe-slep Ihroayh Ihe Arc de Triontphe 

Adolf Hitler looks across the channel toward the "light little isle," next scheduled stop per the Nazi timetable 
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Brilain loses her arms but saves her army. Troops heroically rescued 
from the beach at Dunkerque arrive al a BrMsh port 

NBC IN ENGLAND 

Under the dynamic guidance of Fred Bate, 
jnbc's representative in the British Isles, France, 
Belgium and Spain, America heard from the 

British capital 1,636 broadcasts on the war alone. 

During these three years, America heard the 

voice of Prime Minister Chamherlain ten times; 
heard him declare war on Germany; heard him 
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T/if "softening tip" begins. Day and night raids by the Luftwaffe reduce 
much of England to rabble—but the. Drilish dig out and carry on 

1930-1941 

eneourage his people; resign his offiee . .. 

Winston Churehill, m twenty-two nbc hroad- 
easts from England became a household name 

throughout America . .. 

the royal family—King George. Queen Eliza- 
beth, Princess Elizabeth—broke tradition to 
broadcast ten times over MiC . .. 
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Aor/ air-borne troops, dropped behind the lines, blast the British and 
Greeks from the liny Mediterranean island. Crete 
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The morn inn "fh'r Nazi raiders visited Coventry. Thousands were killed, the faided city reduced to ruin and rubble 

.- 
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America learned how England was fighting the 
war from Anthony Eden, Alfred Duff Cooper, 

Viscount Halifax, Lloyd George, Lord Beaver- 

brook, Herbert Morrison, Clement Atlee, Lord 
Woolton, the man-in-the-street. . . 

was declared between Great Britain and Ger- 
many, flash to the world the first report of the 
sinking of the British ship, Athcnia . . . 

knew how governments in exile carried on 

learned Britain's reaction to Dunkcrque, Crete, 
Blitz, the Anglo-American Destroyer-Base Deal, 

the Atlantic Charter, the arrival in Scotland of 
Rudolf ("I come to save humanity") Hess ... 

heard Ered Bate in London, on the very day war 

through broadcasts from Queen Wilhelmina, 
King Haakon, Queen Marie of Yugoslavia . . . 

heard and understood more about England be- 

cause such correspondents as Kaltenborn. Dor- 
othy Thompson, Fred Bate, John Gunther. John 

MacVane were there reporting for nbc. 
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11 if Union Jack hfinij hoisted on 3 
of 30 orer-aye destroyers traded la 
(irctil Hritain in exchange for 99-year 
leases on S airplane anil warship buses 

in the Atlantic 

Wreckage of ME-110 in which 
Hndolph I less made his dramatic flight 

from (lermany In Scallnnd 
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hirst of the historic liooserell-Chnrcltill 
conferences was the dramatic meeting 
at sea which produced the Atlantic 
Charter, an Anglo-Ameriran plan for 

the pust-ridory world 



The Night Before Christmas, 1939. Max Jordan, NBC European representative, visits the German Weslwall preparatory to the historic Christmas broadcast 
from a pill-box in the Siegfried Line, during which German soldiers sang carols to America 

NBC IN GERMANY - 1039-1941 

Max Jordan, Baukhage, Warren Irvin, Wil- 
liam Kerker, Theodore Knauth, Alex Ureier, 

Grant Parr, John McCutcheon Raleigh—these 
were the men who for three years gave nhc 
listeners in America a daily running account of 

Germany at War. 

On August 31, 1939, Max Jordan was the 

first radio commentator to broadcast Hitler's de- 
mands for a settlement of Danzig and the Polish 

Corridor... 

on September 3, 1939, two hours after Germany 

and Great Britain had severed diplomatic re- 
lations, Max Jordan, though all telephone and 

cable communications to and from Berlin had 
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Japan joinx Ike Arts ax deleijalex from Rome, Berlin, and Tokyo xign 
10-year economic, polUical and milUary pad 
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Yugoslavia becomes the ISth net mi of 
the German blitz machine 
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hfcn cut off, pot through to America with the 

only broadcast of the complete English text of 

the official German statement.. . 

on Christmas Eve, 1939, a peaceful America 

heard Jordan on the Siegfried Line describe the 
scene there, interview a German officer and per- 
suade the German soldiers to sing Christmas 


