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NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC.

THIRTY ROCKEFELLER PLAZA. NEW YORK, N.Y. 10020, CIRCLE 7-8300

JULIAN GOODMAN June 15, 1973

Mrs. George Norton, Jr.
Orion Broadcasting, Inc.
725 S. Floyd Street
Louisville, Kentucky 40203

Dear Mrs. Norton:

The combined anniversaries of WAVE and WAVE-TV -~ NBC's
Louisville radio and television affiliates -- mark a milestone in
broadcasting in this country.

Few stations can claim the distinction of WAVE -~ four decades
of pioneering radio service to the community. Few television stations
can share comparable honors with WAVE=-TV == 25 years of vital and
valuable telecasting. In the quality and continuity of service, and
in the excellence of management, Louisville can be proud of you,

T. Ballard Morton, President of Orion, and Ralph S. Jackson,
Orion's Executive Vice President and General Manager.

WAVE has been affiliated with the National Broadcasting Company
since the station's entrance into network radio service in 1933, and
WAVE-TV joined the NBC television family in 1948. NBC shares with
the people of Louisville great pride in the accomplishments of these
two stations -- their broadcasting first, their leadership in providing
the finest in entertainment, their outstanding record in news and public
affairs, their many contributions to the community.

We look back on two eras of broadcasting achievement, and we
look forward to new years of progress under the Orion Broadcasting
banner. All of us at NBC salute you.

Cordially,
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Only those who experienced the Great Depression can fully ap-
preciate the courage and vision required to launch a commercial
enterprise in the bleak year 1933. :

In that second year of the New Deal, when the resources of the
Federal Government were marshaled against defeatism and despair,
there were a few faint glimmers of hope, but the overall atmosphere
was one of desperation. Never before in the United States, perhaps
never before in the world, had there been so many jobless and so
many teetering on the edge of starvation. Worldwide, the great
economic machine was limping on one cylinder.

In this same year Radio Station WAVE was founded at Louisville, Ky.,
by the late Ceorge W. Norton, jr., member of a pioneer Kentucky
family and a man in whom was combined to a remarkable degree
business acumen and inherent noblesse oblige.

WAVE went on the air December 30, operating with power of 1,000
watts on a frequency of 940 kilocycles. (Seven years later, power
was increased to 5,000 watts and the year after that frequency was
changed to the present 970.) Offices, studios and control rooms were
on the 15th floor of the old Brown Hotel in downtown Louisville. In
charge was the first vice-president and general manager, the late
Nathan Lord.

The immediate aims of WAVE, now the flag station of Orion Broad-
casting, Inc., and then, as now, an affiliate of the National Broad-
casting Company, were summarized in an opening statement. Signing
the station on the air, announcer Burt Blackwell said:

“Louisville, gateway to the South, is on the air over the National
Broadcasting Company. Station WAVE is presenting its first program.
WAVE, a new station dedicating itself to the service of radio listeners,
to the betterment and enjoyment of the people it serves.

“Programs of national importance, programs of local interest, music
and sports information — and all the arts which are vocal — will be
yours at the twist of a dial on this wave length granted by the Federal
Communications Commission to the associated station of the Na-

ional Broadcasting Company in Louisville . . . station WAVE.”
t g pany E Top left: George Norton, Jr., founder of WAVE, Inc.
The word “hope” was not mentioned, but in signing on the air in 209 ”'g'l"-'"G'e(O’ge N"?("z" v, P’9$id9’,7('°' WAVE at time of his death.

. . : . . enter left: Kathryn Kohlepp — “Miss Kay" from the day she arrived until retirement —
1933 WAYE brought a br.lght message of hope to its home city. In a was WAVE Radlio’s first receptionist .
sense, this was WAVE's first service to its community . . . the begin-

Center right: Louis Lau, WAVE Radio engineer, at the console in the Brown Hotel studios.

ning of the 40-year-old WAVE tradition of community service. Bottom: John Heater. early-days WAVE engineer. spins record at the Brown Hotel studios.
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Many Louisvillians of middle years and beyond date their affection
for WAVE to a time barely three years after the station signed on the
air in a flurry of congratulations and to the music of Henry Halsey’s
Orchestra in the ornate Crystal Ballroom of the Brown Hotel.

The Ohio River, friend and foe of Louisville since the founding of the
city at the Falls of the Ohio in 1776, turned menacing in January,
1937. Swollen by cold rains upstream, it invaded Louisville, finally
causing a citywide power failure on the 24th. As the lights went out
in cold, wet Louisville, WAVE went off the air for three days.

Frantic scouring of a wide area for a source of emergency power
finally turned up a 100-kilowatt motor generator. Rushed to the city
by flatcar, it was set up on an elevated parking area behind the
hotel and cables were run up the outside walls to the 15th-floor
studios. WAVE returned to the air and the lights came on again in
the Brown, which could be visited only by boat.

For 10 days, relays of WAVE announcers and engineers kept the
station on the air ‘round the clock, assisting authorities in rescue
operations. Somebody caught a fish in the hotel’s fiooded lobby,
while outside the deep, vicious current at Fourth and Broadway
necessitated use of only the most powerful motorboats.

Time and again word was passed on the air, “Send a boat!”

Commercial programs went by the board as WAVE participated with
stations in Nashville, Indianapolis, Lexington and Covington in an
Ohio Valley flood-relief network.

Broadcasting Magazine said it editorially for the grateful people of
the Louisville area:

“Thank God for radio.”

Top left: Wilbur Hudson, now retired as chief engineer, at WAVE Radio
transmitter of the 1930's.

Top right: Clitf Shaw, AM-TV music consultant. has been with WAVE since
the day the station signed on the air.

Center: Mobile unit at Kentucky State Fair in 1938. Driver, Bob Graef.
an engineer; man with power pack. Bernie Holtman, now WAVE
chief engineer, and Bill Brundidge. an announcer.

Bottom left: Burt Blackwell, announcer who signed WAVE Radio on the air,
interviews trans-Atlantic tlier Dick Merrill for the tirst
broadcast from new mobile unit in 1937.

Bottom right: George Patterson reports for WAVE Radio trom Churchill

Downs in the 1930's. He retired as program director of
WAME Talgyision.
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HISTORY OF WAVE
RADIO AND TELEVISION ,
LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY

OPENING NIGHT

Radio Station WAVE, the first of the WAVE Stations, was founded in
1933, and went on the air December 30 of that year. It operated

with a power of 1,000 watts on a frequency of 940 kilocycles, with

a 239-foot tower atop the Brown Hotel. The station, consisting of
four offices, two studios, and control rooms, was located at the
northeast corner of the fifteenth floor of the Brown. The dedica-
tory program originated from the Brown's Crystall Ballroom, and was
part of an hour-long nationwide NBC network salute to WAVE. At

10:30 PM, NBC in Chicago originated a quarter-hour program, followed
by a quarter-hour from NBC in New York. WAVE originated a 30-minute
program, beginning at 11 PM, with NBC announcer Ford Bond, a
Louisvillian, as master of ceremonies. ,

Louisville's Mayor Neville Miller broadcast his greetings personally;
others present included Thad H. Brown, Vice-Chairman of the Federal
Radio Commission, George B. Porter, General.Counsel for the commission,
and Sol Taishoff, Editor of Broadcasting Magazine. Numerous telegrams
of congratulations, from Federal Government officials and NBC were
received. Earlier, WAVE had been honored by eight civic clubs at a
dinner. Represented were the Louisville Board of Trade, the Junior
Board of Trade, Woman's Club, Kiwanis Club, Lions Club, Optimists,
Exchange Club, and the American Business Club. WAVE ended its first
day's broadcasting with a salute to Louisville industry.

Most of the original WAVE staff was present; the late George W. Norton,
Jr., President, the late Nathan Lord, Vice-President & General Manager,
Charles Leonard, Secretary and Treasurer, Reginald Billin, Program
Manager, Wilbur Hudson, Chief Engineer, Merle Tucker and William Bond,
Announcers, Burt Blackwell, Chief Television Director, Clifford Shaw,
Music Clearance Director, Thomas Riley, Continuity Writer, Geraldine
Thompson, Staff Pianist, the late James Cox, Commercial Manager, and
Alva Smith, Leroy Dunlap, Gilmore Hewitt, and John Ruffner, Operators.




A summary of the aims of WAVE was highlighted in the words of the
station's opening statement: "Louisville, gateway to the South,

is on the air over the National Broadcasting Company. Station WAVE
is presenting its first program. WAVE, a new station dedicating
itself to the service of radio listeners, to the betterment and
enjoyment of the people it serves. Programs of national importance,
programs of local interest, music, sports information...and all the
arts which are vocal...will be yours at the twist of a dial on this
wave length granted by the Federal Communications Commission to the
associated station of the National Broadcasting Company in Louisville,
" station WAVE."

In 1934, VARIETY ran an article on WAVE's experiments with amateur
shows on a Tocal level; at that time WAVE was the only station in
the country doing this. The programs, originating in an Indidna
theatre, offered prizes to all winners.

During this period, WAVE carried these famous NBC programs and per-
sonalities: Commentator Floyd Gibbons, Jimmy Durante, Rudy Vallee,
Will Rogers, Joe Penner, Ed Wynn, Lanny Ross' Showboat, the Radio
City Music Hall, the A & P Gypsies, Bob Burns, The Cliquot Club
Eskimos, the Happiness Boys (Jones & Hare), Eddie Cantor's Chase

& Sanborn Hour, the Ford Sunday Evening Hour, Fibber & Molly, Fred
Allen's Town Hall Tonight, Major Bowes and His Amateur Hour, and
many others. WAVE developed a "Man On The Street" program, with
George Patterson and Burt Blackwell, that enjoyed success for years.

WAVE broadcast all the big news events of the Thirties: The emergence
of Hitler and Mussolini, the death of George V, the Duke of Windsor's
"Woman I Love" speech, the Coronation of George VI, the Munich Crisis,
and the outbreak of World War II.

WAVE had a first-hand role in the event of the Thirties which most
Louisvillians remembered best - the 1937 flood. The Ohio River first
crept over River Road on January 15, and continued to rise. On Sunday,
January 24, all light and power in Louisville failed, and WAVE went
dead. . A 100- kilowatt motor generator was located in Kentucky's
coalfields, and was put on a flatcar and rushed to Louisville where
it was set up on an elevated parking lot behind the Brown Hotel. By
running cables up outside, the generator brought power for some of
the Brown's lights, and put WAVE back on the air after three days

of silence.: Relays of WAVE announcers and engineers broadcast 24
hours a day during the 10-day emergency, repeating over and over the
phrase "Send a Boat." A volunteer intercity network for flood relief
in the Ohio Valley was set up. It included stations in Nashville,
Indianapolis, ‘Lexington and Covington, and all sacrificed commercial
programs in the interest of public welfare. Later, NBC and the
British Broadcasting Corporation tied together about 5,000 stations
and gave the flood the largest coverage in the history of radio. In-
cidentally, a fish was caught in the lobby of the Brown, and at the
hotel's site, 4th & Broadway, the water was so deep and swift that
only the most powerful motorboats could be used. The flood was
radio's opportunity, and the results were radio's triumph. Said
Broadcasting Magazine, "Thank God for Radio."

-2-
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On November 3, 1940, WAVE increased its power from 1,000 watts to
5,000 watts, and on March 29, 1941, it changed its frequency from

940 to 970 kilocycles, and began transmitter operation from its

new transmitter building on the Hamburg Pike north of Jeffersonville,
Indiana. The increase in power provided middle Kentucky and southern
Indiana with greater coverage and service. On November 10, 1941, WAVE
moved to its newly acquired building at 334 East Broadway, known as
"Radio Center."

During World War II, WAVE and NBC carried on-the-spot reports of the
fighting...Pearl Harbor, the Pacific War, the European War, the atomic
bomb, and the surrender of the Axis. On the walls of the WAVE building
are many commendations for the role that radio...and this station...
played in the war. -Local programming, too, reflected the tempo of
these years: "Man On The Street" moved into the studio for security
reasons, and listeners phoned in questions for the Patterson-Blackwell
team to answer. WAVE broadcast the awarding of the Navy "E" to Tube
Turns, the Jeffersonville Boat Works, and other plants. The departure
of the 138th Field Artillery, Louisville's own, for Camp Shelby, was
aired. Regular Air Corps recruiting programs, and programs by Bowman
Field's glider-training airmen. WAVE recorded the words of the wife

of the recipient of Eddie Cantor's "Typical GI Joe" award, and- originated
programs about the War Housing Center. Even the station's unique
"Cruising In Traffic" program, in which police in WAVE's mobile unit
gave out on-the-spot traffic advice, took on a wartime aspect.

In 1946, WAVE concentrated on the younger generation, with "Making
Music" in cooperation with the Louisville Orchestra, a Junior Round-
table on public affairs, and a juvenile quiz show called "Healthy,
Wealthy and Wise,"which has had a ten-year run on WAVE and WAVE-TV.

WAVE won VARIETY's 1947 Showmanagement Award for responsibility to the
community, being cited for a UN art exhibit, and for its "broadened
viewpoint and local enlightenment" in connection with airing both sides
of some strike situations, by bringing the labor and management spokes-
men together for broadcast discussion. In 1948, WAVE again won a
VARIETY award for "The American Story", a documentary series on the
American Way. Also in 1947, WAVE inaugurated a series of "Reports

From Congress", which have since been expanded to include weekly re-
ports by Kentucky's Senators, and by U. S. Representatives from the
Kentucky 3rd and the Indiana 8th Districts. And in 1946 and 1947,
 WAVE aired regular Louisville Orchestra Concerts.

In August 1947, WAVE's FM affiliate, WRWX, went on the air, broad-
casting play-by-play baseball and basketball, and the best in serious
and dinner music, but WRXW was ahead of its time, and it was dis-
continued in September 1952, and the transmitter turned over to the
Louisville Public Library, where it is now used as station WFPK.

.WAVE-TV INAUGURATED

On Thanksgiving Eve, November 24, 1948, WAVE brought television to
Kentucky for the first time, when WAVE-TV went on the air. The




station's studios, offices, trans .tter, and tower were located at
the WAVE building, at Preston and Broadway, and WAVE-TV transmitted
on Channel 5, at 24.1 thousand watts. WAVE-TV from the first was a

basic NBC-TV affiliate.

The inaugural program featured many civic officials, and entertainment
in a Kentucky barn party setting. The following day, the first sports
telecast seen in Kentucky, the Male-Manual football game, was aired.
In the initial days WAVE-TV transmitted only about 4 hours a day, all
in the evening, and since the coaxial cable had not yet arrived in

Louisville, all network shows were on kinescope recording.

In 1949, VARIETY and the Ohio State University Institute for Education
by Radio cited both WAVE Radio and NBC for their cooperation with the
University of Louisville in promoting College by Radio. WAVE did a -
documentary on flying saucers. NBC sent Morgan Beatty to originate

his newscasts from Louisville for a week (since 1947, WAVE has averaged
12 regional news "feeds" per year over the NBC network), and James
Melton broadcast his "Harvest of Stars" from the Armory. WAVE-TV

in 1949 did the first telecast in the history of the Kentucky Derby -

a local telecast, since there was yet no cable here.

But with 1950, came the coaxial cable, and WAVE-TV began telecasting
"Jive" NBC programs to supplement the "live" local shows and film
programs. In '49 and '50, WAVE-TV racked up other sports firsts -
telecasts of the Louisville Colonel baseball games, and local high
school football games, pro hockey matches, and high school and college
basketball. In 1950, WAVE-TV won a national BILLBOARD award for
promotion.

WAVE, in 1950, helped NBC originate "Cavalcade of America" from Louisville,
with a play about George Rogers Clark. And the Louisville Orchestra

that year broadcast over the NBC network. The Ohio State Institute
presented WAVE awards for two documentary series, “After the Atom"

and "The River Story". As during the 1937 flood, the public called

on WAVE for information and services during the snow and cold emergencies
of the record-hard winter of 1950-51. WAVE was at the railroad station

in the summer of 1950 when Louisville's Marine Reserve unit left for

the Korean War, and that conflict was covered, throughout its duration,

by both Wave Radio and TV.

In 1951, WAVE helped NBC observe the network's Silver Jubilee. And

_ this station was cited by the Ohio State Institute for its documentary
"Breakdown", which demonstrated Communist torture methods of ex-
tracting "confessions.” That year, WAVE commissioned Dr. Raymond
Kemper of the University of Louisville Industrial Psychology staff,

to conduct a survey of radio-listening and reading habits in the
Louisville area. The broadcasting trade press gave the findings

wide circulation. .
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In 1952, WAVE-TV brought viewers in Kentucky and southern Indiana
their first television coverage of the national political conventions.
That year, BILLBOARD awarded WAVE first place for promoting radio as
a medium.

In May, 1953, WAVE-TV switched to Channel 3, on 100,000 watts, operating
from a new 600-foot tower and transmitter at Bald Knob, Indiana, north
of New Albany, on a hill 925 feet above sea level. This increased WAVE-
TV's coverage by over 66%. WAVE-TV President George W. Norton, Jr.,

was awarded a special citation as "First Television Citizen" by the
Louisville Wholesale Appliance Association, for his pioneering role

in bringing television to Kentucky. Also, in 1953, WAVE-TV was cited

by the Ohio State Institute for its "TV Opera Theatre", a lochlly
produced opera series. And that year, WAVE-TV did the first telecast -
a local one - of a University of Kentucky football game.

In the spring of 1954, Bob Hope did a five-hour Derby Eve show on
WAVE-TV to raise funds for the Kentucky Rheumatism and Arthritis
Foundation. BILLBOARD presented WAVE-TV another award for television
promotion. And on July 8, 1954, WAVE-TV transmitted the first color
TV seen in Kentucky and southern Indiana.

In January 1955, WAVE-TV inaugurated its FARM program, the only program
telecast weekly from a station's own farm. The FARM program has twice
originated segments over the NBC-TV network. One of the network

feeds was from the farm itself, the other from the Oldham County Fair.
Also in 1955, President Norton was named "Man of the Year" by the
Louisville Ad Club. In March, 1955, WAVE Radio received Air Force
commendation for a special series, "Louisville Target 21", on the need
for ground observer and Air National Guard Volunteers. In April the
same year, a WAVE staffer stayed atop the 100-foot TV relay tower atop
the WAVE Building for 75 hours, until he got 1,000 letters from listeners
pledging they would observe Clean-Up, Fix-Up Week (another 400 letters
came from inmates at LaGrange State Reformatory, pledging to fix-up
their cells). - :

In June 1955, WAVE installed the latest type high fidelity transmitter
and turntable system, and to mark this inaugural, and the kickoff
of NBC's advanced new "Monitor" program, WAVE staged a 90-minute
“Color Radio Spectacular." 1In August of the same year, WAVE Radio
introduced continuous election coverage to Kentucky listeners,
staying on the air 8 1/2 hours with unbroken coverage of the
Kentucky governor's primary. And in November, 1955, WAVE, at a
special luncheon, introduced its new DIAL 970 format, a coordinated
group of four block programs, designed to make fullest use of radio
as a communications, as well as a music, medium. And at the same
time, WAVE inaugurated "Operation Egghead”, a plan of brief cultural
inserts in regular popular programs, including book reviews, good
music briefs, and short interviews on the lively arts.




In May 1956, WAVE-TV staged a 17-hour telethon, BIDS FOR KIDS, in co-
operation with the Louisville Jaycees, and drew over $150,000 in do-

nations and auction bids on merchandise. Stars were Johnny Desmond,

Helen 0'Connell, Lou Busch, and Wally Cox, and proceeds went to the
Louisville Children's Hospital emergency fund. In August, 1956,

WAVE-TV purchased WFIE-TV in Evansville, Indiana. In September

that same year, WAVE-TV for two days originated the Dave Garroway i
TODAY show over the NBC-TV network from the new $16,000,000 Kentucky

State Fair. And following the 1956 national elections, WAVE-TV

originated a TODAY "feed" in which Garroway interviewed Senator-

Elect Thruston Morton.

In January-February, 1957, WAVE and WAVE-TV covered the worst floods
in the history of Eastern Kentucky. 1In May, 1957, WAVE-TV and Radio
held the second annual BIDS FOR KIDS, turning over $71,000 to
Children's Hospital. On December 30, 1957, WAVE, Incorporated's

24th Anniversary plans were announced for a new one-floor-plan

Radio and Television Center at Floyd and Jacob in Downtown Louisville.

In May, 1958, WAVE-TV and Radio held the third annual BIDS FOR KIDS,

turning over $75,000 to Children's Hospital. The three broadcast

divisions of WAV » Incorporated, observed anniversaries in 1958;

WFIE-TV its fifth anniversary on November 15; WAVE-TV its tenth

on November 24; and WAVE Radio its 25th on December 30. On May 12,

1958, WAVE, Incorporated, granted the Kentucky Opera Association

$25,000 to commission and produce an original opera for the dedication

of the new WAVE building in the fall of 1959. On May 26, ground was

broken for the new building. I

In January, 1959, American composer Lee Hoiby was commissioned to

write an opera, “Beatrice", based on Maeterlinck's "Sister Beatrice",

for production by the Kentucky Opera Association, marking the

dedication of the new WAVE building in fall of 1959, l

WAVE Radio and WAVE-TV moved into their new Radio and Television Center,

at 725 South Floyd, in downtown Louisville, on Friday, Saturday and |
Sunday, July 17, 18 and 19. The move, made from the old building, l
half a block away at Preston and Broadway, took place with no in- : l
terruption of radio and TV schedules. The WAVE general offices were

moved to the new building at the close of business Friday, July 17.

On Saturday, July 18, the music and recordings, film department,

TV props and art department were moved, from 8:00 AM til] about

8:00 PM. After sign-off Saturday night, electrical equipment and

the news operation originated from the new building. In a series of

three luncheons, more than 300 Louisville civic, business, and

cultural leaders visited the new WAVE Center.

On October 23, marking the dedication of the new WAVE building,
WAVE-TV and WAVE Radio originated the world premiere of "Beatrice",
a 90-minute opera by American Composer Lee Hoiby. Commissioned by
WAVE for the occasion, the opera was based on Maeterlinck's

- | /
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aired a filmed salute to WAVE on the dedication of its new building.
Commented Variety, "The Opera impressed one as being on a par with
opera performances heard over the network." The Courier-Journal
commented, "WAVE is demonstrating that the commissioning process
can be carried even further than the discovery of young talent and
enrichment of modern music proved by the Louisville Orchestra, and
it comes at a time when television and radio need a re-affirmation
of their original role as primary producers of culture." This
editorial was also reprinted by the Providence Rhode Island Bulletin.
The New York Times also commented favorably on the opera in its
music section.

WAVE-TV was awarded a plaque by the Kentuckiana Educational Television
Council for furnishing studio facilities, and providing technical
services for Educational Channel 15, WFPK-TV, during 1958-59, before
WFPK-TV had developed facilities of its own. -

On February' 15, 1961, WAVE, Inc., purchased WFRV-TV, Green Bay,
Wisconsin. WFRV-TV, a 100,000-watt NBC affiliate, on Channel 5,
went on the air in May 1955. This brought the total number of
stations owned and operated by WAVE, Inc. to four: WAVE Radio

and WAVE-TV, Louisville; WFIE-TV, Evansville, Indiana and WFRV-TV,
Green Bay, Wisconsin.

WAVE-TV, which had transmitted network color since July 8, 1954,
became the first station in Kentucky to transmit live color on
August 15, 1962. A gradual development thereafter was made in color
transmission, so that by the end of 1962, these programs were re-
gularly being telecast in color: the daily MORNING SHOW, MAGIC
FOREST, the 11:00 PM NEWS, WEATHER, SPORTS strip, the weekly
UNIVERSITY, the weekly KENTUCKY AFIELD, and the weekly EXCURSION,
live or on videotape. Three weekly half-hour film programs were
also being shown in color.

In the winter of 1962-63, WAVE Radio went to a daytime non-directional
pattern, adding more than 120,000 persons to the coverage pattern, and
increasing the total coverage pattern to cover about 1,320,000 persons.
The change was marked with a special series of salutes to cities and
counties newly added to the coverage area.

Awards won by WAVE, Inc. during the year included:

A second first-place for industrial beautification, by
‘the WAVE Building, from the Louisville and Jefferson
County Beautification League.

On;July 7, TOMORROW'S CHAMPIONS observed its 8th year
on WAVE-TV, and the City Recreation Department pre-
sented the station a special plaque.

Junior Achievement presented WAVE Radio a plaque for
8 years of sponsoring a JA Company, with a-weekly
program on WAVE.



.

—

e i b

Kentucky Civil Defense presented WAVE-TV a special award
for a series of programs on local and state civil
defense in the fall of 1961.

Farm Director, Jack Crowner, was presented the 1962
Kentucky Farm Bureau Federation Award for contribution
to agriculture in the communications field.

1964 was a year of tragedy for WAVE, Inc., and yet also a year of rapid
recovery and vigorous advance. In February, WAVE, Incorporated's
founder and President, George W. Norton, Jr., died of injurjes suffered
several days earlier in an auto accident in Jamaica, B.W.I. His only
son, George W. Norton, IV, assumed the presidency, Ralph Jackson was
named executive Vice-president and general manager, and Nathan Lord,
secretary-treasurer. In May, Mr. Norton, IV was killed in an auto-
mobile accident in Jefferson County.

In May, Mrs. Jane Morton Norton, the widow of Mr. Norton, Jr., and
the mother of Mr. Norton, IV, became president of the company. Her
daughter, Mrs. Norton Dulaney, was named president of the WAVE -
Foundation. In July, Mrs. Norton's nephew, T. Ballard Morton, Jr.,
became vice-president-finance. In August, James M. Caldwell was
named station manager of WAVE Radio.

In the fall of 1964, WAVE Radio and Television expanded their news
staff, and added news film, with a complete processing unit and a

news van. This expansion and new equipment resulted not only in

more complete news coverage, but in expanded farm and sports coverage.

From March 9 through 15, WAVE covered the third worst Ohio River
flood on record. Flood waters reached 18.2 feet over flood stage,
and while the Louisville floodwall for the most part held out the
water, the southwestern section of Jefferson County was flooded or
cut off for days. During this period, WAVE set up a "Flood Infor-
mation Center," with reporters feeding information from the scene,
the U.S. Weather Bureau, Civil Defense headquarters, the Mayor's
office, and other points.

In July, WAVE-TV televised the finals of the Kentucky Jaycees Junior
Golf Tournament from the Louisville Country Club, and in August, the
Kentucky AAU swimming meet from Plantation Country Club. In September,
8 hours.of TV programs were originated at the Kentucky State Fair.

At year's end, WAVE Foundation sponsored Kopek's Puppets, in a
children's Christmas fantasy, at the Brown Theatre, and realized
some $2,700 for Children's Hospital. :

1965 was a year of many momentous happenings for WAVE, Inc. It
was the year that saw the start of great expansion of both facilities
and operations, and a year that saw new faces, both in front of and
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behind the cameras and microphones. The station was re-organized to
some extent with the addition of new departments which had the re-
sponsibility for increasing our service to the community. A Local
Program Department was set up to create and produce more local studio
origination, and to improve the production and settings of the pro-
grams originating locally on the current program schedule. A Public
Relations and Promotion Department was established, charged with
station advertising, merchandising, and an improved relationship
with the viewing public in order to better ascertain the public's
tastes, needs and desires. A Special Projects division of the
Program Department was given the task of developing and producing
special documentary type programs to explore in depth the people,
g]aﬁ:s; and events of a growing and dynamic Ohio Valley area served
y WAVE. :

The mid-decade also saw the unprecedented expansion of the WAVE

News Department to the point where it is, at present, the largest
broadcast news agency in the state of Kentucky. In August, announce-
ment was made of the opening of the WAVE Frankfort News Bureau, con-
sisting of complete TV and Radio facilities located in the Capitol
Building and connected with the Louisville main studios by our own
microwave system designed and developed by our own engineers. A
former AP and Courier-Journal Newsman, Tom Duncan, became Bureau
Chief. The WAVE Frankfort Bureau made an auspicious start when it
originated telecasts of the Special Session of the Kentucky General
Assembly, the first time such a program had ever been offered to

the viewers of Kentucky. The Bureau has subsequently scored many
news beats on important stories emanating live from our state's
Capital.

It was also in August, that the Dupont Company had a tragic explosion
at their Louisville plant. Once again, WAVE News did an outstanding
job in keeping the public informed and reports from here to all the
nation resulted in letters of commendation and awards from super-
lative on-the-spot coverage.

WAVE's story of the November election was again fast and complete as
Radio and Television combined to present a quick and accurate count
with many top-notch interviews to give the story first to the Kentucky
and Southern Indiana audience.

WAVE Radio scored its own coup by the introduction in November of
the WAVE Trafficopter service. A Hughes two-place helicopter was
leased, with Cecil Thrasher as pilot, and Lt. Jack Kley of the
Louisville Police Department as observer-reporter, the traffic in
the city was no longer a "jam nuisance." Radio made definite ad-
vantages in its "image" in the regional Louisville scene. A sound
came from 970 that was directed to the majority in our coverage
area, the young marrieds, the middle of the roaders. We left the
hard rock and roll to some, and the classical music to others, and
we concerned ourselves with that sound that all persons of buying
age Could not only live with, but would find appealing.
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As 1965 came to an end, WAVE, Inc. was honored by the Award for the
second "Best in Competition" in Industrial Grounds in the entire
city.

The changes and re-organization which had started in 1965, continued
during 1966. Among WAVE personnel, these new titles were given and
responsibilities assigned. Mrs. George W. Norton, Jr. became Chairman
of the Board of W.A.V.E., Inc., Ballard Morton was made President of
W.A.V.E., Inc., and Ralph Jackson retained his position as Executive
Vice-President and General Manager, but in addition was made President
of WFRV-TV in Green Bay and President of WFIE-TV in Evansville.

WAVE, Inc. Vice-President, Lee Browning, moved from Green Bay to
Louisville and became Manager of WAVE-TV. Jim Caldwell became a
Vice-President of WAVE, Inc. and Manager of WAVE Radio. Houston Jones
was given the title and responsibilities of National Sales Manager

and Wheeler Rudd appointed Local Sales Manager, both of WAVE-TV.

Personnel changes in our sister stations saw Bob Southard replace
Lee Browning as Manager of WFRV-TV, Green Bay and Bob at this

time was made a Vice-President of WAVE, Inc. Jim Oetken, formerly
a Sales Representative of WAVE Radio moved to Green Bay and took
Southard's position as General Sales Manager of WFRV-TV, and Bob

geBonville, a Sales Representative at WFRV-TV was named Local Sales
anager.

On February 1, Louisville was hit by a 12 inch snow and WAVE Radio
stayed on all night to be of help and report news events to our
citizens and to the rest of the country, which was watching this
weather phenomenon. Both Radio and Television rendered invaluable
service by reporting postponed meetings and closed places of
business, information which was not available through any other
media. Many of the staff spent the night of February 1 in town,
some to be ready for the next day, and others because they couldn't
get home anyway.

A deluge of a different sort occurred on July 23rd, when Secret
Service men invaded the Falls City area to prepare the way for a
visit by President Lyndon B. Johnson to Jeffersonville, Indiana.
Again WAVE News, with both Television and Radio facilities in full
use, covered the story live from the scene as the President and
family awarded the Jeffersonville Post Office a plaque for beauti-
fication of its grounds.

Our owr'News operation continued to make headlines as the decision
was made in the summer to send a newsman to Vietnam to report on
the war which had by now escalated to a full commitment conflict.
Accordingly, Dave Henderson of the WAVE News Staff left on May 14
with a 1ist of almost two thousand names of servicemen to contact,
names which we requested and which were sent to us by relatives

. and friends of servicemen on duty there. After a months' stay,

Dave returned on June 16, having contacted many men from the
Kentucky and Southern Indiana region and having sent back film

.and tape of not only service men, but of living and fighting.

conditions as well. David's trip set a precedent which was
followed by other stations and the paper as well.

[



By this time, Channel 3 had been using color news*film in its news-
casts for almost a year. It was necessary however, to have the
film developed out of town, and therefore it was of little value

in hard news. In August of 1966, the newsroom received its color
film processor, the first one in this area, and jmmediately began
?oing]most of its newsfilm, both feature and daily news material

n color.

As 1966 drew to a close, David Henderson returned to Vietnam, taking
with him John Nichols of WAVE News, where the two newsmen once again
put together an outstanding series of news reports with a local angle.
Upon their return in mid-December, announcement was made of the
establishment of a WAVE News Washington Bureau with David Henderson

in charge. The Bureau was opened in time for Congress' return on
January 10, and Henderson began sending to all Norton Statioms

filmed reports of national news items with a local angle, whether it
be Louisville, Green Bay of Evansville.

With the advent of 1967, WAVE expanded its operation in virtually
all phases of the television and radio industry. An Indiana News
Bureau was begun, staffed by John Lucy, who as an Indiana native,
had a good working knowledge of Hoosier state affairs. The long
awaited re-modeling of offices and studios of both WAVE Radio and
Television were completed. All of radio, studios and offices,
were put in the south wing of the building. Television studios
were expanded, new control areas were made from old radio areas,
and Television offices were remodeled and re-decorated.

An open house for agencies and friends was held in March to celebrate
the new look. Open house changed to Open Housing in April when WAVE
News produced a documentary on the Open Housing Crisis in Louisville.
The hour long, in-depth look at a worsening situation won for the
News Department an award from the Catholic Broadcasters of America.

Also in April, WAVE Radio collaborated with the Aiken Agency to present
Andy Williams and Henry Mancini in concert at Freedom Hall. Advertised
only on WAVE Radio, the concert drew 14,500 persons, more than double

a previous Louisville record. In May, Archbishop John Floersch died
after moré than 40 years of service to the Archdiocese of Louisville.
WAVE telecast the installation of his successor, Archbishop Thomas

J. McDonough. This was a most complicated production and highly
successful program which was repeated at a later time on Channel 3

for those who did not see the live installation.

On September 25, Nathan Lord, retired Vice-President and General
Manager of WAVE died at his home. Mr. Lord had headed the operations
of WAVE Radio since it went on the air in 1933, and pioneered in
bringing television to Kentucky in 1948. Until his retirement in 1966,
he had nation-wide stature in the fields of radio and television.
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September, 1967 also saw six NBC News Correspondents come to
Louisville under the auspices of WAVE to speak to a packed house
of 1,400 at the Brown Theatre. Ray Scherer, Wells Hangen, Howard
Tuckner, George Montgomery, Pauline Frederick and Peter Hackes
reviewed foreign and domestic events in "A Half Year of Crisis."”
The various newsmen also made appearances on both WAVE-TV and
WAVE Radio.

For the first time in its history, the Kentucky State Fair de-
cided to give awards to media for coverage and promotion of the
Fair. In the three TV categories, WAVE won all three first awards.
Special Projects, News and Farm Departments were presented wjth
their plaques at the KBA convention later in the fall.

WAVE Newsman, Dale Greer left for Vietnam in November, 1967 once
again to tell the folks at home the story of their servicemen
fighting overseas. Dale's reports carried on WAVE Radio and
Television, continued until after the first of the year. Mean-
while, the news and production staffs were preparing to carry,
in color, the first live telecast of the Inauguration of a
Kentucky Governor. In the November election, fully reported

by WAVE News, Louis B. Nunn was elected Governor, and on
December 12, 1967, the parade and installation were described
for WAVE audiences by Tom Duncan and Bob Kay. The end of the year
also saw preparations made for live telecasts of the ensuing
meeting of the General Assembly in Frankfort.

1968 saw WAVE Inc., welcome the new year with the purchase of WMT-TV,
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Included in the transaction were WMT's ac-
companying AM and FM Radio stations as well as a Muzak franchise.
This addition increased WAVE Inc. station ownership to six: WAVE
Radio and WAVE-TV, Louisville; WFIE-TV, Evansville, Indiana; WFRV-TV,
Green Bay, Wisconsin; WMT Radio and WMT-TV, Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

At twelve midnight on March 17th WAVE Radio began a 24-hour operation
schedule.- Opening night featured a five-minute newscast, on the hour,
that established WAVE as the first Louisville station with a full

time newsman on duty 24-hours a day.

It was in 1968 that WAVE Radio and WAVE-TV became the first Louisville
station to broadcast editorials on a regular basis.

WAVE Radio celebrated Christmas in July that year by helping the Red
Cross to collect gift items for an Army Hospital in Vietnam. Earlier
in the year, WAVE Radio had cooperated with the Lions Club to obtain
funds for posthumous eye donations.

August 20th brought about a major personné] change at WAVE-TV, when

Frank Miller made plans to leave recently purchased WMT in Cedar Rapids

and accept the responsibilities of WAVE Director of Television Operatiors.
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With autumn came a better picture for the Channel 3 audience. Im-
proved color transmission and an increased reliability factor were
the results of a new transmitter put into effect October 31st. With
the incorporation of this new design, WAVE-TV became one of the few
stations in the U.S. to use such a system.

Equipment continued to improve the following month when WAVE installed
the first television weather radar system to be seen in the Kentucky,
Southern Indiana area. By all standards, the quality of WAVE equip-
ment was now the highest that the art of television permitted.

WAVE-TV's Special Projects Department picked up an award early in
1969 for "The Harlan Hubbard Story". This portrait of a self suffi-
cient existence was selected to receive a "BROADCAST MEDIA, AWARD"
from the Broadcast Industry Conference in San Francisco.

WAVE Radio's continued involvement in the community saw WAVE Radio
Deejays spend almost an entire week downtown selling flowers for
the Children's Norton Hospital Fund.

A regional editorial award from the Radio and TV News Director's
Association was presented to WAVE in 1969 honoring the editorials
WAVE Radio and WAVE-TV began airing on a regular basis the previous
year.

On the 14th of July, Tom Wills came to WAVE to serve as staff meteo-
rologist. Carrying a masters degree from Colorado State University,
Tom began preparation and delivery of weather information for the
WAVE stations.

Later in July, WAVE Inc. announced a change in the corporate name.
It was felt that the call letters of the Louisville stations no
longer conveyed the reach of the corporation. The choice, announced
by T. Ballard Morton, President of WAVE Inc., was, ORION, "a
prominent and brilliant

onstellation.” .
Jba- W3INN csm.u,,a«ca.&m én,wf'/l‘d wanf—om a

Within 24-hours during a week in October, two Orion Broadcasting, Inc.
vice-presidents were elected to head broadcasting associations.

James Caldwell, Vice-President and Manager of WAVE Radio, was elected
Chairman of NBC's affiliate executive committee. The following day,
Lee Browning, Vice-President and Manager of WAVE-TV, became President
of the Kentucky Broadcaster's Association.

WAVE-TV broke in 1970 with yet another award for its Special
Projects Department. "Listen, It May Be Your Last Chance," the
story of what is being done to save local folk music from ex-
tinction, won an OHIO STATE AWARD from the Institute for Education
by Radio-TV in Columbus, Ohio.

Shortly thereafter, WAVE-TV and the University of Louisville co-
cponsored a national student film festival in the name of silent
film pioneer, D. W. Griffith. WAVE-TV's Special Projects Department
honored the occasion with a documentary entitled, "D. W. Griffith,
An American Genius."

1.



During 1969, WAVE Radio, Louisville's leading sports gtation,

originated exclusive coverage of University of Louisville fgotba11

and basketball games. 1969 was also the year that WAVE Radio jm’
" celebrated the 50th anniversary of the broadcast industry.

1970 was a year of top news events and WAVE's Washington Bureau
continued to provide the Orion stations with in-depth coverage of
action in the nation's capitol. February 24th, Dean Norland was
selected to assume the responsibilities of our Washington News
Bureau. These duties included seeking out, filming and writing
about events in the nation's capitol which concerned residents of

Orion station areas.

Another WAVE newsman, Bob Kay, began producing Project 970 that -
year. This exclusive WAVE Radio program explored problems and
jssues on a local and regional level. It dealt with such wide-
ranging topics as pollution, drug addiction, race relations,

crime, and the Louisville area outlook for the coming year. L

A new program premiered on WAVE-TV Saturday, July 4th. A

locally produced variety show, "Music Place" featured contemporary ‘
country music. Hosted by Stu Phillips, Capital Records re-

cording artist and member of the Grand Ole Opry, "Music Place"
was number one in its time period within four months.

On the first day of February, 1971, WAVE kicked off a campaign
to draw support for the Louisville Development Committee.
Announced as "The Station that Believes in Louisville," WAVE
Radio and TV contributed air time to make residents aware of

Louisville's assets.

March 30th saw WAVE-TV's Special Projects Department win its
third award in as many years. Again, it was the BROADCAST
MEDIA AWARD from the Broadcast Industry Conference in San
Francisco. This time, the presentation was for "Mother Earth
Needs You," a thirty minute documentary dealing with the en-

vironment.

Awards were .popular at WAVE in 1971. Jack Crowner, Farm Director
for WAVE Radio and TV was named winner of the Kentucky Farm Bureau's
1971 Communications Award. Jack received this recognition at the
annual meeting of the Kentucky Broadcaster's Association on May 11th.

James Caldwell, Vice-President of Orion Broadcasting, Inc., and | |

Manager of WAVE Radio picked up a special award in June for
"services above and beyond the call of duty" as the regional ,
director of the National Association of Broadcasters.

As usual, WAVE News was on top of events in 1971. WAVE covered
everything from the eight inch blizzard that hit Louisville in

also saw changes in the WAVE News operation. Rodney Ford, who had

been dividing his time between editorializing and news direction,

began in November to devote full time to an expanding editorial

operation. Assuming the duties of news director was Roy Meyer,

former news chief at WSPD in Toledo, Ohio. December 1st, John {

|
February to the Kentucky Governor's election in November, 1971 ;;

i
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Nichols, local WAVE government reporter, became head of WAVE's
Frankfort news bureau.

March 1st was the date and Louisville's Freedom Hall was the scene
of one of the largest country music shows ever. Nearly 40 of the
most popular country music stars, lead by Loretta Lynn, came to
Louisville to stage a benefit for 104 surviving children of the
Hyden Coal Mine Disaster which claimed 38 miner's lives earlier
in the year. WAVE-TV originated two hours of highlights of the
performance and fed it to 22 separate television stations through-
out the South. That same evening WAVE Radio broadcast two live
hours of this spectacular event.
Looking to the needs of the future, and an increasing workload,
WAVE-TV made the decision, in August, to install computer terminals.
The Bias System began to handle the enormous amount of paperwork
?ssociated with WAVE-TV's Traffic Department. It even printed the
0g.

As 1971 came to an end, WAVE Radio celebrated the holiday season
at The Mall with a Christmas tree and some 2,000 gifts collected
for underprivileged children.

Toward the end of March in 1972, a river barge loaded with lethal
chlorine gas, broke its tow and lodged itself against the McAlpin
Dam in downtown Louisville. During the tense removal of the barge
and the evacuation of residents in potential danger, WAVE-TV had

a "live" television camera at the site in operation 24-hours a day.
The use of WAVE's camera by other local stations was authorized
and the entire community was kept informed of the crisis situation.

On Aprii 4th, 1972, WAVE-TV donated three hours of prime time for
the showing of an exceptional film depicting the 1ife of Martin
Luther King. This documentary, entitled, "King, A Filmed Record...
Montgomery to Memphis," was offered to WAVE as the result of a
large contribution made to the Martin Luther King Special Fund.

In recognition of its West Side Player's production of "Who Really B
Cares," WAVE-TV was presented with another BROADCAST MEDIA AWARD '
in May of 1972. This 30 minute program cast a new light on the

age old problem of juvenile deliquency. New methods of building

public awareness in continuing problems has always been a concern

at WAVE. With this in mind, "Tempo," a thirty-minute minority

oriented program came into being. Designed to give the public

a different outlook on the issues and culture of Louisville's

black community, "Tempo" aired for the first time on August 20th.

Two months later WAVE announced its participation in a summer intern-
ship program for black college students. Realizing that minorities
were not receiving equal representation in the communications

field, WAVE immediately began recruiting candidates for the next
summer's internships.
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Major corporate promotions were announced in 1972. April 28th was
the day that the Orion Board of Directors elected Miss Willodyne
Miller, Secretary of the corporation. Since 1948, when WAVE-TV
went on the air, Miss Miller has served as secretary to various
corporate officials of Orion Broadcasting, Inc. June 5th saw
Willian D. Alford promoted to the position of Agricultural Sales
Director for the Orion Broadcasting Group. Prior to June, Alford
has been General Sales Manager for WMT-TV in Cedar Rapids.

On August 15th WAVE Jaunched its distinctive "Part Of It ANl
campaign, promoting the positive aspects of Louisville. Re-
presenting eight months of preparation, original music and an
jnvestment of several thousand dollars, the campaign encouraged
Louisville residents to become a part of the exciting developments
taking place in their community.
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On October.7, 1969, WNT=-TV, the Orion station in Zscanaba, lZich.,
went on the air, as g satellite station to extend the signsl of WFLV=-TV

Green Bay into the Upver Peninsula of wichigan. The call lntse-e are
the inltials of Jane Mo»ton Noxton.
122} .
. s
Awardsg

WAVE~-TV: Birst Loules (Lou Ad Club)e=e3 firsts, 6 merits
Award from Sen Franolsco State U. for Wost Side Players producti

WAVE? Loules: 2 firsts.
AP News: 1 first, 3 seoconds, 2 honorable mention

107k

April 3 was ing date of Loulsville's first major tornado in over Zg years,
It wes one of tomadoea whlch swept the U.S. on that date, killing

over 300, end injuring 5,48l others, affecting 50,000 persons, and running

a total of’§598 miles on the ground, It was the worst day of tornadoes in

the nation'd history. Kentucky had_g26 different tornadoes that date, and
Indlana 17. The Loulsville tornado® ran for 21 miles on the ground. Three
wers killed in Loplegxi in nearby Brandenburg, 73 in Kentucky, and Ll

in Indiana. WAVE ad been tracking tornadoes by radar most of
the afternocon and warning listeners and viewers, Swd had continying news
coverage for days throughout Kentusky and Southern Inddana. Capt. Dick
Tong, in the WAVE traffio oopter, supervised all traffic and emergency
vehlcles in the tormado area, going 38 hours without sleep.

Jim Keelor was named news director of WAVE-TV and Rsdio.

WAVE Radlo took part in Loulsville's first St. Patrick's Day parade in 58
yoesarse.

around
WAVE oovered the event§‘!t’fES’EbOth Derby, including radio coverage of
the first Derby Festival balloon race.

Awards?

WAVE=TV: Loulest 5 firsts, 3 merits.
Eureka award from the Art Direotor's Club of Loulsville
A national ADDY award for promotion.

WAVE: Loulest 3 firasts, |} merits.
AP News: 5 firsts, including a tle for best radio news operation

Promotion: 10 firsts and 2 merits in Loule competition for "wWave Country"

1975
U of L and UK reached the Final l} of the NCAA, aired by WAVE (UL) and
WAVE-TV (both), In the NCAA regionals WAVE-TV alred a classloc game

inwhioch UK defeated Indiana to advance.

WAVE's Pat Hurphy was grand marshal of the St. Patrick's Day parade,
viewed by an estimated PS,OOO; Pat later led a trip to Ireland,
‘where the "Wave Country" banner was oarried in the Dublin parade.

Ralph Hackson was elected sesretary-treasurer of the NBC affiliates!
Board of Delegates.

WAVE Radio became the first Louisville station to acquire its own hot

2 "A . meama Meranntman an nart time Dllot.



1975 (oont'd)

School busing for desegreffation purposes began in Louisville and
Jefferson County, with outbursts, covered by WAVE and WAVE=TV,

Orion Broadocasting established a Research Department, headed by
Doug Clemensen, formerly of Frank Megld & Assoclates, and a Retall
Department, headed by Ron Foth, of Columbus, on a consultant basis.

Awards:

WAVE=-TV: Loules: 7 firsts, 3 merits.
A natlonal Eroadoast Promotion Asan. award for "Wave Country"
A nationgl ADDY award.
A Freedoms Foundation award for a documentary on amnesty.

WAVES Loules~=l firat, 3 merits.
AP News: 2 flirsts, 2 seconds, 2 homorable mentions.

1976
Indlana won the NCAA and UK the NIT, both by WAVE=TV.

Mary Shands was eleoted vice chairman of Orion Broadcasting, ard
David Jones replaced Arthur King, who retired as director.

Lee Browning wes appointed president of WAVE=-TV, and Jim Caldwell
president of WAVE.

WAVE Radio broadcast its initisl Leukemia Radiothon, and again
covered the St. Patrick's Day parade,

WAVE=TV begen use of ENG tape news cameras.

The WAVE balloon won the first State Falr Race for Kentucky balloonists,
and in the fall WAVE acquired a new specially made balloon, 7 storles h's

Eighteon statlons formed LARS (Louisville Area Redio Stations) to
advance radio in commercial and public service areas. Jim Caldwell
was eleoted presldent, and was also named vice chairman of the WRC
Radio Affiliates Committee.

Awards

WAVE=TV: Loules~-8 firsts,
A national TV Program Executives award.
A nationsl ADDY.
Rtall Advertising Conference-=2 firsts, 1 second, 1l third,
AP News--8 firsts, Iincluding best news operation, 1 zecond.

WAVE: Loules«-}j firsts, 2 merits
AP News=-~1 (Iifirst, I, seconds,
2 CLIO awards for oommerolals, in national ocompetition.
Btall Advertising Conference=--1 first, 1 seoond.

Horkd Cotuin wrs ofprTod Clat- Guse Walk Srvagify 1
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1977

January and February ssw the return to 01d Fashioned Winters,
with heavy snows and cold, and the Ohio River frozen over for the first
tima‘!lii%iiﬁi‘in Jears. WAVE=TV and Radio kept thawed out snd covered it.

In April, WAVE and thousands of listeners and viewers said farewell to
"Unole Ed" Kallay, who had brought up several generations with his Magie
Porest and radlo and television sportscasts. Ed died of a heart attack,
shortly aftor he charaoteristically husd braved i1ll health to be grand
marshal of a Heart Fund Day parade.

WAVE began broadcaesting Reds baseball, and added a Martl "Live Mike"
unit to its news~-gatuering equipment. Joe MoDevitt was named Radio Sales
Manager after Tom DeMuth left to become promotion manager of the C~J & Times.

There were a number of promotions in Orion. Kelly Atherton beoame
General Manager of WMT-TV and Radio, and Conrad Cagle succeeded him as
General Manager of WFIE=-TV, which began operations from a new tcwer and
transmitter. Jim Keelor was named WAVE=-TV Proaram and Operations Manager,
Lerry Pond WAVE-TV News Direotor, and Brian Rublein WAVE News Yirector.

The U of L football team was invited to the Independerce Bewl in
Shraveport, which wamy both WAVE=-TV and Radio.
w

WAVE completed & number of public service projects in 1977: the second
Leukemia Radiothon, a "Merry Kiss-mas" promotion which raised $1,000 for
the Corebral Palsy School; the WAVE Christmas Tree et Bashford Manor Mall
which ocollected 2,00C gifts for underprivildged kids, and the loan of the
WAVE copter to the Urban League to land Santa.

Awards:

WAVE=TV: Loules«=13 firsts
AP News--5 firsts, 2 seconds.

WAVE: Loules=~=}j firsts, including best overall nows
AP News==2 firsts, |, seconds,
2 national CLIO oommerclal awards, and one ADDY.

1978 ¢oummmmy )

The Second 0ld Fashioned Winter in Loulsville sawt 1) a record 17.5
Inches of snow on January 16-1¥, and 2) a blizzard on January 25-26, witch
winds gusting to 65 miles an hour, and a wind ohill factor of 60 below,
another record, WAVE=TV and Radlo set another recormi for Most Staff Members
Kept Downtown in Hotels the Most Nlghtas. Both TV and Ridio stayed on tha -
alr extra hours and gave contlnuous weather coverage. The WAVE traffic covter
was the only one whioh flew in the blizzard, and helped send ald to stranded
motorista. The atations handled closing notices for over 1,000 businesses

and publio service agencies. _ _
WAVE's Third annual Leukemia Radlothon, from the Mall, raised $12,000,.

WAVE ocovered U of L's progress to the NCAA, and WAVE=TV telecast UK!'s
- progress to the Wildoats' NCAA ohampionship, as well as U of L's NCAA games,

Mary Shends was elected Orion Chairman of the Board, and Jane Norton
beoaméﬁonorary Chairman, Davib GRisom REPLACED DaviD Jones A4S A ORION DIRECTeR.

Louisville began observance of its 200th Anrivprsa and Claude Wayne
playgg g:orge Rbgers Clark in the opening coremonies. "



1978 (Cont'd) s

During 1978, WAVE-TV began operation of Unit 3, a doocumentary unit.
Ar.d 1n October 1978, WAVE~TV inaucsurated an hour-long local newscast,

cornsisting of two segments, 5:30-6pm and 6=6:30pm,

WATE Radio began a nipghtly TALK SPOKTS call-in progrsm with liadio
Sports Director Gary Hahn and soorts versonalitiss intervicwed f rom
wherever they might be 1ln the U.S. Also, WAVE began monthly calli-in
oprosrans, ASK THE MAYOR, ASK THE COUNTY JUDGE/EXECUTIVE, AND ASK THE
SCHOOL SUPENINTRIDEN T, 1 . : . » - - "y

\ 2 ‘ .
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WAVE became the Loulsville outlet of the Mstation Kentucky (News)
Network, and fed U of L football and basketball games tc up to a dozen
stations of the network.

rd n durlng 1978 by WAVE ladio
Awards wo ng 197¢ by oiz' show for radio, /

Toules: h6firsts, inclsuding best ; e x and 2 seconds.
AP Newe: Pirstes, oNE Secend, »«L-J--{ : 'Kn-m:hg’.s tFAads Ws%uan; =
Iinternationals CLIO for comrercials

iieglonsl: ADDY for conmerclals

Awards won during 1978 by WAVE=TV:

Peahody--"/hoge Child is This?" child abuse documentary by Al®hands Prod.

ITCTL CINE Council: "whose Child" and "Maestro," another Al Shands
productlon about Kentucky Opera producer Moritz 3omhard.

Milsn F1lm Pestival: For "whose Ghild."

Iris (atl Asen of TV Program Exees)=--"No Way to Treat s Rivor", a Ualt 3
dooumentary sbout Ohlo Mver vollution,

AMorican I'1lm Festival: "Craziest Thing You Ever Sew," Al Shande prod.

Gabrlel (Catholic Assn Bdoasters): for "yhode Child" and "School's Out
Forev:r," a Unit 3 documentary about droncuts.

Ohlo State: "New the Mountains," 2 Unit 3 Appalschisn documentary.
Mott (Eduoatiﬁl—ﬁiﬁm—"ﬁohool's out"

Aviation Space Writers Asan: "WAVE-’PV News serles.
AP Mews gwarde: 3 firste, 3 secormdws

Loules: & firste, 5 °°°9“dsfm'"b§1’r)f-$}~w',"
At year's end, WAVE Redlo again collected toys for underorivile sed kids,

lent the WAVE copter to Ssnta to land st & community ceater, and rdlsed
rnoney for the Cerebral Palesy sochool with a "Merry Kissmes" promotfon.

Orion transfen‘eeroug Clemensen to WFKV-TV as progmm directcr, and
ho was succeeded by LTom Mgllulty, as director of Orion nesearch.
o e (F #u!ﬁ(agﬂ( rganizefim
Growth continued in Louisville in 1978, with the “openlng of the new
Hyatt Kerency downtown, and the new Natural History Museum in a renovated
iron-front building on Main Street.

1979 S
wag named ganeral
}s,\MdeJim Markham, meneger of KCKC San Bernardino, CalW

manager of WAVE Radlo, succeeding Jim Caldwell, who took on dit’es as
a vice president of Orion. .

},‘MMJ—,U of L returmed to the NCAA tournament, and the games were csrréed
by WAVE and WAVE=-TV,
w2 WAVE held ite L4th snnuel Leukemla liadiothon from the Mall, raising

» 00.
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1979 (cont'd)

In June, Jim reelor waz sonointed station =anagmer of YWAVE-TV, recorting
to l.ee Rrowninem, President and Genernl kanuaesar of WAVE-TV.

Awards won durirg 1979 by WAVE-TV:
Louniss: B first olaces-- ,
Best com=unity service orogram for drug documentary,"School Laze."
Best pnublic affairs nrorram,"Second Rate Interstate.”
Best educational program, "Part of This World".
Best entertainment series, "Dan Royal's Bits and Pieces."
Best investigative revorting, "Marble Hill."
Best sports program, "A Blend of the Best."
Best human interest story, "Royel's People."

Associsted Press: l} firsts, 1 second.
Best television news entry.
Bt meorec—tony,
R -y ~
Eest rersulorly scheduled news prosram, o
Besl news. documentery.
Best human interest story.
Second best for excellence of vhotomraphic journslism.

ADDY sdvertising swards: 1 silver, 1 bronze, 1 merit.
Awsrds won during 1979 by WAVE kKadio:

Loules: 3 first olaces-- )
Best regulerly scheduled local snortscast.
Best editorisl. o
Dgst humen interest story.

Assoclisted Press: 5 firsts snd 1 second:
, Best locasl renularly scheduled news bprosram six minutes or less.
~ Best local resulsrly scheduled news program more than six minutes.
Best local rerular sports orogram.
Best humen interst story.
Best editorial. '
Second best coverare of a breaking spot story.

In October, John Shine, of .“.iT-TV, was avvwointed orogram directbr of
“AVE-TV. 1In the fall of 1990 he left to become program director of NBC's
owned end overated TV station in Cleveland. Gin Calima. Swetaeded . :

Houston Jones, national sales manscer of “AVE-TV, retired st the end
of the year, continuing as a consultasnt during 1980. Wheeler Rudd was
gonointed to ‘the newly created position of WAVE-TV general sales manarer,
ond John Karem was named national ssales manager. Anne Colemsn, of OklaBoma
City, was named UWAVE=-TV marketing manager. :

1980

- ) In March, WAVE kadio held ite Sth annual.Leukemia Radiothbn, raising
%15,000, and bringing te five-year totsl to over $53,500,

In March, U of L won tte }NCAA basketball toufnament. UAVE andé YAVE-TV
filled Freedom Hall flor a simulcasst "Welcome Home Champs" event, snd WAVE

H?dio out together an album of the Cards' championshio year for sale through
the WLAts, "




1980 (Cont'd)

Ji~ Xeelor was annointed Preosident ancé meneral ~-anacer of JaVE-TV, and
Lee 2rouninm took over cornorate duties as a vice nresident of Orion.
Jim arkham wase apoointed president as well as peneral manarer of “AVE.
DMZ qa«ccmda. Ak hame W DLCHmbor )%a&mainkyj«m(f nalac. rs cu54m“‘;_

On June 6, sn anrecmant in orinciole was made between Orion and Cosmos
Arecadcosting of Colu*bia, S.C., to sell Orion to Cosmos for .:110,0C0, 020,
aonroximately, subject to FCC aovprovsl. [Four stations, “WAVE-AN, WMT-TV,
VUELV-TV, ané "IN -TV, 3xre to be soun off tc other owners. After necescsary
asce~tainment snd otherllesal work, aonlication to tie I"CC wsc exnected to
be made in late 1900, with FCC aooroval sometime in 1981, Orion President
T. Ballard Morton had issued a statement on Aoril L that "Due to the lonc-
rance inheritance tex situstion, WAVE's owners are lookins into the
nossibility of selling or merging their stations." On June 6 he stated:
"We aro deliphted with this new association and look forward to working
with the peonle of Cosmos to creste the f inest vossible broadcast
orranization." The Chair~man of Cosmes, Cherles A. Batson, s2id: "Crion
will onnreto ns_on affilinte of Cosmos, with neasdquarters in Louisville.
Yey oneratinc W&msna~ement of Orion wlll continue." H%M /952

Cos~mos Brosdcastine is owned by the Libarty Corooration of Greenville,
€.€., 8 heldinpg comoany with interete in the inzurance, brozccastin-<, and
savinee and loan industriss. 1t owne and ooerates %YW1S-AN-TV Columbia;
©“SFA-TV Fontgomery, Als.; WIOL-TV Toledo,Ohio; W.SU-TV New Orleans, and
vWISKZ-Fil, Sarasota, Fls.

On July 30, E¢ Godfrey, formerly of YSB-TV Atlsnte, became “AVE-TV
nexe director, reolacinmg Larry Pond, who had resigned to mo with Frank
Marild Assoclates, o consulting firm. Tyler Cox becsme JAVE-A! news director.

Livingston Gilbert retired 6n November 26 after 39% years as an
nnrouncer and newscester with WAVE and “wAVE=-TVe On thse 6 to 7 pm newscast,
o which he made his last svoearance, many former news colleapues md
ccmoetbtitors had sent taped tributes to "MNr. Gil." Afterward a recentiom
was hel%sfgz hig in the studlos, and his three dsurhters came in from ili’w
York, = '“*Bnd Lew Orlegns for the occasion. The event was hrld on
Tharkspiving Eve, the 32nd annivcrsary of “AVE~TV's inaugural telecast.

E¥A4~ Bl .
Awards won during 1980 by WAVE-TV:
Iris (National TV ProsranlExecutives)-—for "School Daze" docurertsry
(1350 AP
Sigma Dalte Chi - 31‘“75 (bast Wanscast, wwarhigetivs rpativg) documsd “7)

178 gw, 5,(4 ‘f‘?nqu‘(MT—Tiy wezo (W RV) H-»m(wode-/m
Sp1t /1997
/‘79’):__/””2_4_%4%&% ; W] wave-Am (el ¢l Lixts cﬁsmauQ 5w p-;S
U e S‘@J«S it wave Buiedas, 6—“ 14&2)7_/qsﬁ,
G569 The Nensons <td WAVG dud ttou FA STrtigo sy Braels
Lo\w 0 bothe <Tains o Tha WLRS $TTdiog TR €on. 3'-a1.,<7
%7?72% Sced WAVE Is Céwlbs}émhhs wWhe owmad a, .
ghetmd Lo YAV IND . Jentcins necned
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