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And now a pictorial presentation of personalities, facilities, 

programming and public service history as presented on the occasion of 

WGBF’s 30th anniversary broadcast, Sunday, November 22, 7:30 p.m. 
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LISTEN is WGBF’s weekly publication featuring 
program schedules of network affiliated stations 
in the Evansville area plus pictures and stores 
of WGBF and NBC programs and promotional 
campaigns . . . 20,000 weekly circulation! 
It is published and distributed in cooperation 
with Gil Weiss and the URMA Stores. 

5,785 vehicles pass WGBF’s automatic, illuminated 
sign every 24 hours. Radio programs and 
campaigns of WGBF sponsors are usually 
featured here. On this occasion we “plugged” 
our own anniversary show. 
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Since 1947, “Toast ’n’ Coffee” has been a daily breakfast 
show on WGBF. The hour-long broadcast starts at 8 a.m. 
featuring music, songs, poems, weather round-up, news and 
telephone quiz. 

Just before the Anniversary broadcast time, the “Toast ‘n’ 
Coffee” regulars gathered at the organ for this picture. 

Left to right, standing, Alvan Ashby, soloist; Del Greenwood, 
emcee; Charlie Gillim, guitar; Gene Crawford, news caster. 

Left to right, seated, John Berry, telephone quizzer; Pat 
Roper, organist; and Mark Metcalfe, bass. 
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THEME : Alvan Ashry sings: ’’Bless This House 

Oh Lord We Pray Make It Safe By Night 

and Day” 

GREENWOOD : Ladies and Gentlemen .. this is Del 

Greenwood gr 

EVEN I N 

WGBF 

you on this beautiful Sabbath 

Hello for the entire staff 

AND I NV I T I NG 

30th Ann 1 versa 

OF BROADCASTING SER 

OCCASION FO 

AND 

YOU 

T 

i ng 30 

OUR 

YEARS 

TO EVERYONE, EVERYWHERE IN 

Not ONLY I THIS A JOYOUS. HAPPY 

A T T A SERIOUS 

BECAUSE WE REAL I ZE it’s 

THE LISTENER WHO HAS MADE ALL THIS POSSI ble: 

YOU THE FARMER ... YOU THE MERCHANT ... YOU THE 

HOUSEWIFE, YOU THE DOCTOR ... LAWYER ... INDUSTRIALIST 

... LABORER ... MECHANIC ... YOU ... EVERYONE OF 

YOU ... AND THE GOOD LORD UP ABOVE! AND SO ON THIS 

30th Anniversary of WGBF ... this November 22, 1953 

... WE ARE INDEED GRATEFUL. 



Martin Leich 

General Manager of 
WGBF and WMLL(FM) 

On behalf of the officers, directors and staff of WGBF I am pleased to welcome our radio audience 

and our special guests to this program commemorating the 30th anniversary of the founding of WGBF. 

While thirty years is not a long time in many industries, it is almost a lifetime in the radio broadcasting 

industry. 

We are proud and we hope that Evansville and the Tri-State are proud that WGBF was one of the first 

radio stations in the country. We hope that WGBF has served you well during the last thirty years, 

and we assure you that we shall try to serve you even better during the next thirty years. 

The WGBF staff has been working hard the last few days preparing this program which we hope 

will entertain you and bring back many memories of favorite radio programs and personalities of the past 

thirty years. We have a lot of ground to cover, so I’m not going to take any more time visiting with you 

now but will just say to Del ... on with the show! 
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Harold Finke 

Pioneer For WGBF 

“. . . back in those early days our sports booth at the Agoga Tabernacle was a piano box with a 

slit in front to look out . . . had studios at Finke Furniture Company and also at McCurdy Hotel and 

Vendome Hotel and later on Main Street between 6th and 7th ... one time I was on mike continuously 

for 12 hours and 45 minutes (all night) and received mail from 37 states, Canada, Mexico and 

two ships at sea.” 

Phil Drachman 

President of the Evansville Community Chest 

“I can remember when WGBF started out with 25 watts and now it has 5000, that’s really 

inflation! WGBF has supported the Chest Agencies and Chest drive ... we have reached our goal 

. . . and this station has had a great part in helping us . . .” 
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Jim Palmer, 
Entertainment Editor 
of Evansville Courier 

. been a WGBF rooter for many 
years” 

Frank McDonald, 
Sheriff of Vanderburgh County 

"... I worked for WGBF in 1934 and 1935 as a ‘utility’ 
man and when I broadcast the first football game from 

Reitz Bowl I had 100 feet of line down on the sidelines 
and broadcast the game by looking through the lines 

of scrimmage . . . WGBF has given excellent service . . . 
ever-alert organization . . . always trying to bring to 

Evansville and Tri-State the very best they possibly could 
in radio . . . WGBF has been a tremendous credit to City of 

Evansville and community.” 

Newscaster J. C. Kerlin 

and H. O. Roberts, 
Mayor of City of Evansville 

The mayor was really enthusiastic 
about WGBF’s anniversary (as 

you can see). “. . . 30 years is a long 
time and 30 years ago I was 

building my first radio set from parts 
I purchased at the 10 cent store . . . 
many, many more years of success 

and happiness . . 
J. C. Kerlin joined the WGBF 

staff on October 22, 1944 and is 
heard every morning with his local 
news show, “What Goes On Here?” 
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Henry Schlundt 

. . .“Good Morning mothers! This is the Baby Shop 
man and speaking from his own studio”! That was the 
greeting of Mr. Schlundt to WGBF listeners in 1925 
when the Baby Shop, the world’s largest, first went 

on the air over WGBF. 
“The Baby Shop grew up with WGBF and my 

congratulations to its staff and directors.” 

John Doss, 

WGBF Program Director in 1925 

“WGBF has always stood out 
in our city as an instrument of 
cooperation and helpfulness.” 

John Soucie 
President of Central Labor Union 
and representing American Federation of Labor 

“. . . and our congratulations to WGBF for the fine work 
that has been done in the past 30 years.” 
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Evansville’s athletic business 
managers were on hand for the 30th 
anniversary broadcast. Left to right: 
Brother James Gorman, 

Memorial High School . . . “we 
appreciate all that WGBF has done 
for Memorial High School in the 
way of sports.” 
Eugene Bobinson, Evansville 

College . . . “WGBF has done a 
wonderful job in furthering the 
sports program in the city of 
Evansville, and we hope you 
continue to do so in the future.” 
Marv Bates, WGBF’s Sports 

Director 
Harry Wey, Public Schools 

. . . “listeners are well aware of the 
fine job that WGBF’s sports 
announcers have done and are 
doing in Evansville. 
Mike Ellert, Mater Dei, absent 

when picture was taken. 

Lowell Turner 
Executive Director, 

Evansville Community Chest 

“It’s wonderful to see the way WGBF has 
cooperated in every civic activity of the community 

. . . everything that’s for the welfare of the 
people has an opportunity to be heard over WGBF 

. . . participation of staff of WGBF in activities 
of Evansville has been wonderful.” 

Frieda Peters 

Executive Director of the YWCA 

“Whenever we have a job to be 
done in the way of publicity I feel 
that I’m coming to old friends when 
I come to WGBF . .. . thanks for 
the fine service you have done 
us . . . we will never cease being 
grateful.” 

on t**® °‘r
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Dr. J. Frederick Rake, 
Pastor Emeritus 

of First Baptist Church 

“I am the only person who has 
been on WGBF from its beginning 

without interruption and at the 
same time teaching the Agoga Bible 

Class ... I am grateful to WGBF 
for your courtesy and consideration 

of the Agoga Bible Class.” 

Major Lloyd N. Crowell 
Salvation Army 

“Isn’t it wonderful that a humble Salvation 
Army major who has only been in the city 

two months should have an opportunity 
to take part in this fine Birthday celebration. 
We wish for WGBF the best and we trust 

that the next 30 years will be as progressive 
and wonderful as the 30 years past . . . 

God Bless you, WGBF.” 

Rev. Walter Noffke, 
President of Evansville Ministerial Association and 
co-chairman of radio and TV committee of the 
Council of Churches. 

“Like man when he’s 30 years old, WGBF is coming 
into its prime .... in the vital field of communication 
WGBF has done an outstanding job ... I certainly 
wish a long life for this station that has served its 
community so well.” 
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I count it an honor to be present on the occasion of WGBF’s 30th Anniversary party, and to bring 
you greetings both as a citizen of Evansville and on behalf of Evansville College. 

The College is deeply indebted to WGBF for many courtesies shown through these 30 years. This 

is an evening of historical memories. May I recall a few. 

In 1925 an Evansville College quartet sang over WGBF, the beginning of a host of programs in the 

years since then. 

In 1939 soon after I came to Evansville, I broadcast over WGBF a series of brief talks dealing 
with educational problems of interest to parents and to students who expected to attend college. I was the 
Dean of Evansville College at the time. I have the document presenting the printed talks in my hand. 

In 1950, WEVC, the College FM radio station, took its place on the air ways in Evansville. 
The educational opportunity for our students was made possible by WGBF and Electronics Research 

which made a gift of the equipment to the college. 

These are but a sample of many memories that could be recalled. 

Yet as a citizen, there is a deeper word of appreciation I wish to give. For me the name of Clarence 
Leich is synonymous with WGBF. From the time I came to Evansville in 1939 and we arranged for that 
first series of radio talks until health forced him to give up active leadership of the station, I knew 
Clarence Leich as a civic leader devoted to furthering the best interests of our fine city. Moreover, 
he saw in the medium of the radio stations which he directed, an avenue of educational communication 
and community betterment which should be used to its fullest extent as a public agency. 

Be it College, Cancer Society, Community Chest, Red Cross, Museum or a host of other worthy 
causes or institutions, Clarence Leich as a citizen, and WGBF under his direction, were sharing fully in 
building a finer community. 

So tonight I would recall the memory of his 
contribution and express our gratitude. We are grateful 
to Martin Leich and the entire staff as WGBF 
carries on in the pattern he set. 

So my hearty congratulations on 30 years of such 
service and may the next 30 years be as significant. 
November 22, 1953 

Dr. Lincoln B. Hale, 
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J^mes Stewart 

Karl Swenson (Lorenzo Jones) 
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íes on the occasion of 
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your Nation. Glad to be 

Bob Hope 
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WGBF was founded in 1923 by the Finke Furniture Company of Evansville. It was the first radio 
station in Evansville and one of the first in this part of the country. 

Noting some events in WGBF’s early broadcasting days, the Evansville Journal of Sunday, December 26, 
1924, refers to a broadcast by WGBF, that night, using a 217 meter wave length. The station was very 
gratified by the response, which totalled some 300 local and long distance telephone calls. It was 
stated that “reception was loud and clear with no generator hum or interference to other stations.” 
The program itself was called “an exceptionally high class program,” and featured Manager Frank Holland 
of the Victory Theatre, with some of his own compositions which he played and sang. Others on the 
program were Clarence Specht, vocalist, and Archer Lambuth, pianist. The call letters and frequency 
were assigned by Acting Secretary of Commerce S. B. Davis. The call letters to be permanent, the 
frequency to be a temporary one, for a period of test programs, pending issue of a permanent license. 

Sunday, December 28, 1924, we note another special broadcast featuring Mrs. Eleen E. Hoskinson, 
vocalist; Miss Rosie Paine, pianist; Charles Holsclaw, pianist; C. C. and Floyd Grant, baritones. Also 
playing piano on this program was Bill Hahn, who is still a WGBF staff musician. 

Anniversaries are an old story to WGBF. The fourth was marked by WGBF’s first all-night broadcast 
from the new studios on the ninth floor of the Hotel Vendome, where the station had just moved after 
having been located in the Finke Furniture Company building until that time. In discussing the 
program, the Courier noted that WGBF was one of the oldest stations in the United Staes in point both 
of years and hours of continuous service. The highlight of the show was the appearance of the team 
of John Wolf and Ned Tellinger, well known radio stars of the day. They were sponsored by the 
Mona Oil Co., and heard over radio station KOIL, Council Bluffs, Iowa, but did many guest appearances 
on other stations about the country. They were known as “a couple of oil cans” to their public, 



probably as a means of sponsor identification. One of Karl Kae Knecht’s cartoons featured in the 
November 22 Courier showed the slicing of the birthday cake, the talent on the show on anniversary 
night, and otherwise depicting the growth of the hardy infant, WGBF. On the program, 300 different 
prizes were offered for distance in reception of the all-night show. More than 1,000 responses were 
received at the studio by midnight — the most distant being from Denver, Colorado. The announcing 
duties on the program were shared by the station manager, H. L. “Red” Thompson, and Harold Finke. 

In 1928 WGBF was taken over by its present ownership, Evansville-On-The-Air, Inc., which is now 
known as On The Air, Inc. The station’s studios were moved from the Finke Furniture Co., where 
they had been returned after a stay in the Hotel Vendome, to 618 Main Street, where they remained 
until they were moved to 519 Vine Street in 1933. At the time of the first move, WGBF was operating 
with a power of twenty-five watts. Later WGBF was assigned five hundred watts, then one thousand, 
and finally in 1940 its present five thousand watts with a frequency of 1280 kilocycles. Offices and 
studios were moved to the present quarters at 1001 Diamond Ave. February 17, 1951. 

In order to be able to bring regular performances by nationally and internationally known artists 
to the Tri-State listeners of southern Indiana, southern Illinois and western Kentucky, WGBF affiliated 
with the National Broadcasting Company, February 1, 1937. This relationship has continued ever since, 
while both the station and the network have made a steady growth. 

WGBF also produces many local shows including the “Our Town” broadcasts by Cliff Brooks; 
“What Goes On Here?” with J. C. Kerlin, “Spotlight on Sports” by Marvin Bates, Gene Crawford’s 
newscasts, Bish Thompson’s “It’s a Great Day,” “Spins ’N Needles,” “Melody Matinee” and “Memos 
for Milady.” Mrs. Pat Roper, WGBF Program Director and staff pianist and organist, Guy Crecelius 
“Your Curbstone Reporter” and many of the other personalities familiar to present day WGBF listeners 
have been heard on WGBF since the early days of radio in the Tri-State. 

President of On the Air, Inc., operators of WGBF, is Alvin Eades. Henry B. Walker is vice-president, 
Henry B. Walker, Jr., is secretary-treasurer and Pat Roper, assistant secretary-treasurer. Martin L. Leich 
is executive vice-president and general manager. Mr. Clarence Leich, a member of the board of 
directors, was general manager of the station from 1931 until 1950, when it became necessary for him 
to retire from active management because of his health. 

On The Air, Inc., also operates FM station WMLL in Evansville and station WTMV in E. St. Louis, Ill. 
Under the same ownership are WBOW and WBOW-FM in Terre Haute, Indiana. 

On The Air, Inc., has applied to the Federal Communications Commission for permission to establish 
a television station in Evansville on VHF channel 7. Because there are other applicants for the same 
facilities, the matter is tied up in hearing at present. 

WGBF is represented nationally by Weed & Company with offices in New York, Chicago, Boston, 
Detroit, Atlanta, San Francsico and Hollywood. 

This knocked-out group of musicians 
called themselves the “Hoosier 

Harmonists” . . . the first 
known musical group to 
broadcast over WGBF 

. . . and for off-the-air 
engagements they were 

known as the Pied Pipers. 
Left to right are Alvin 
Miller, Russel Phelps, 

Norman Langley, Harold 
Weisling, Clarence Simms 

and Victor Posey. 
Mr. Simms can recall 

when they thought that 
the louder they played 
the farther away their 

broadcast would be heard! 
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It was a surprise and a pleasure for WGBF listeners to hear this group on WGBF’s 
30th Anniversary Show . . . Heine Dinglehoofer’s Little German Band . . . first heard on WGBF 
in 1932 and was a regular feature until 1947. 

Kenneth C. Kent, 
President of the Evansville Chamber of Commerce 

“On behalf of the Chamber of Commerce I want to 
commend your station. You’ve all been wonderful in 
giving station time and personal time to better this 
community.” 

WGBF’s Cliff Brooks 
and Ollie C. Reeves, 

judge of the Vanderburgh County 
Circuit Court. 

“I want to congratulate Mr. Leich 
and officers and staff of WGBF 

for the highly efficient work which 
they are doing and have done in 

times past. I wish the staff 30 more 
years of civic education and religious 
work which this institution has been 
giving and will continue to give for 

this community.” 
Cliff Brooks has been a local news 

reporter for WGBF since 1941 
and is featured every night with 

“Our Town.” 



T^wewii . .. 
“How Are you, neighbor!” 

The last time I spoke that greeting from a WGBF microphone was about eight-and-a-hal£ 
years ago. I had been on the air for 65 weeks with a program in the public interest called 
“The Week In Review” ... as to you Martin (Leich) and the future of WGBF in Evansville, 
you have the benefit of a fine heritage, the challenge of a fine example, the opportunity to make 
the 30 years ahead far tianscend the 30 years that have gone into the record book. 

Lyman Hill, President Evansville Advertising Club 

“Congratulations and thanks for the work you have done in behalf of our organization.” 

Mrs. S. W. Jourdan, President Welfare Council 

“On behalf of the Board of School Trustees and Evansville School City . . . thank you for all. 
the wonderful cooperation we have received from WGBF over the years . . 

O. H. Roberts, Jr., President Evansville School City Board of Trustees 

over 

. our appreciation for the opportunity we’ve had in broadcasting hundreds of programs 
WGBF.” 

Claude Smith, Director of Radio Evansville Public Schools 

“I think this station is to be congratulated in the fine service it has performed in the past 

several years and especially in times of emergency.” 

“Congratulations and thanks for your help in behalf of the museum. 

Siegfried Weng, Director, Evansville Museum 

Please accept our belated congratulations on your 30th anniversary. We think your station 
and its fine commentators have made a real contribution to the community. 

Many happy returns of the day. 

With best wishes, I remain Sincerely, 

Walter Hayden, Secretary 
Evansville Industrial Union Council 
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... QUOTES ... 

Heartiest congratulations on your great 30th anniversary achievement of public service. 
The countless benefits you have brought to the people of this area during these years of development 
can never be properly measured. However, your valuable and forceful pioneer voice has been 
an effective and profound influence during this period when Evansville has grown from a city of 
85,255 to its present proud position of 130,000 citizens. We are pleased to salute you and to wish 
you continued success on this, your great 30th anniversary observance. 

Chamber of Commerce Kennth C. Kent, Pres. 

Henry R. Gönner, Manager 
For its more than 2,000 business, 
industrial and professional members 

Congratulations on your 30th anniversary. 

At our Board meeting today, I was instructed to let you know how much we 
appreciate all the fine things your organization has done for us throughout all the years 

We wish you continued success. With kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely, 

S. J. Medlicott, General Secretary 
The Young Men’s Christian Association 

I am particularly sorry that I cannot express to you in person the deep appreciation I feel for the 
unfailing courtesy which has been extended by WGBF to the Family and Children’s Service 
since I came to Evansville in early 1942. 

Since that time the Family and Children’s Service has changed its function from that of an 
agency giving financial relief to one providing professional assistance with family or individual 
problems of all sorts. To make this change thoroughly understood in the community has required 
repeated explanations to the public. Station WGBF has given frequent and valuable help in 
this by making available to us, as a public service,, any time on the air which we have requested. 

We give much credit to WGBF for the increase in understanding and in appropriate use of our 
agency by the people of Evansville. 

May we, along with many others, hope that WGBF is just ready to enter upon a second 30 
year period of achievement which will make the lustre of the first 30 years seem dull by comparison? 
For we are deeply convinced that WGBF will continue to share her successes with all of us in the 
Tri-State area. 

Very sincerely yours, 

(Miss) Luna E. Kenney, Director 
The Family and Children’s Service, Inc. 



... AND MORE QUOTES! 

The Board and Staff of the Travelers Aid Society extend to you our congratulations on your 
anniversary. We are grateful for your helpfulness and generosity during the years of our 
association and your many contributions to our city’s welfare and growth. 

May there be many more happy anniversaries. 
Sincerely, 

(Miss) Helen M. MacKenzie, Ex. Secretary 
Travelers Aid Society of Evansville, Ind. 

It seems that I have been conscious of WGBF ever since I can remember and can easily look 
back to the early days of radio and see the far strides which have been made by our station through 
these years. I want to thank you too at this anniversary occasion for the many courtesies you 
and your newscasters repeatedly have shown us here at the Baptist Hospital. We want to again 
pledge our full cooperation to you. Our congratulations and sincere best wishes for much success 
in the future. 

Cordially yours, 

Crayton E. Mann, Administrator 
Welborn Memorial Baptist Hospital 

It is with a great deal of personal satisfaction that I am permitted to participate in absentia 
on this very special occasion when radio station WGBF is celebrating the 30th anniversary of its 
fine service to the people of this area. 

I regret deeply that official business of the United States Senate makes it impossible for 
me to attend in person. 

To Mr. Leich, to all of those who have worked so hard to make WGBF the great success that 
it is, and to the community which it serves, I extend my personal and official greeting, and 
congratulations. 

Homer E. Capehart 
Senator from Indiana 

May I extend to you and your associates hearty congratuations on this Thirtieth Anniversary 
of Radio Station WGBF. 

It is generally understood that thirty means the end and it is my wish that it will mean the 
end of your problems and that from this day on you will continue to grow and prosper. Your 
station has made an outstanding contribution for the betterment of the entire tri-state area. 
Wishing you the blessings of the Thanksgiving Season. 

Very cordially, 

Albert G. Hahn, Administrator 
The Protestant Deaconess Hospital 
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Cart. Roland F. Van Cantfort, 
Inspector-Instructor, 17th Rifle Company 

U. S. Marine Corps Reserve 

“Congratulations from the “first to fight” to the 
first station in Evansville . . . we appreciate the 

opportunity WGBF affords us through our Saturday 
night program.” 

Hugh Dunbar, 
Public relations chief, 
Evansville Chapter, American Red Cross 

“Were proud of the wonderful association 
we’ve had the past 30 years with WGBF. 
In times of stress and strain when a 
helping hand was needed we’ve always been 
able to call on this very fine radio station. 
We have received from them whole 
hearted cooperation and their wonderful 
support during the flood of ’37 and during 
other disasters, in promoting the blood 
mobile operations and during our 
annual campaigns.” 

Elk’s White Coats under the direction of Bill Henn sang some old time barbershop harmonies 
for the listeners. Bill was WGBF soloist in 1928 and heard on “Night Riders of the Air from the Grand 
Theater. All members of the chorus belong to the Elks Club and to the Evansville Chapter of the 
Society for the Preservation and Encouragement of Barber Shop Quartet Singing in America, Inc. 
Shown near the microphone is Jerry Beeler, past international president of Spebsqsa, Inc. and who 
represented Evansville’s Committee of 100. Third from left is Bruce Hitch, Elks Club Secretary, who 
recalled how WGBF had cooperated with the Elks- to promote Xmas baskets for the poor, funds for 
the heart campaign, etc. 



Seated, Charlie Caniff, 
Executive Director of the Vander burgh 

County Society for Crippled Children, Inc. 

Standing, A. B. Ginn, 
Executive Director of Goodwill Industries. 

Mr. Caniff: “It’s hard to recount just 
how many times you have helped our 

Easter Seal Society in our program of 
educating the public, professions, parents 

in programs for crippled children. 
There isn’t a single program of ours that 

hasn’t been given a full measure of 
cooperation. 

Mr. Ginn: “When I came to Evansville 
9 years ago, WGBF started broadcasting 

for Goodwill Industries . . . that was 
the beginning of Goodwill Industries 

in Evansville.” 

“The Toast ’n’ Coffee” 
quartet got together for two 
special numbers (that’s all 
they know) for the 
anniversary broadcast. Left 
to right, Alvan Ashby, 
Del Greenwood, Mark 
Metcalfe and Charlie Gillim. 

Jim Purcell 

. . . son of “Farmer” Purcell who was pioneer 
advertiser with WGBF and the oldest continuous 
user of radio east of the Mississippi. 

“Like my father I am proud of my association with 
WGBF . . . my gratitude for everything WGBF is 
doing for the community.” 
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Beneath the lofty all-steel tower 
the radio station stands 
and many a program flows across 
its am and fm bands 

For 30 years it’s been this way 
through ease and days of trial 
but still the gentle listener sits 
and twirls his radio dial. 

And 30 years is just a start 
The first page of historee 
Far out ahead the programs stretch 
Both home-made and . . . NBC. 

The call letters give us a clue 
as to the goal well reach at last 
For WGBF can only mean 
We’re Getting Better Fast. 

So down the corridors of time 
You’ll hear — if you’re not deaf 
The programs and commercials of 
Radio WGBF. 

But for this night we’re here to cheer 
The years that have already flew 
And note that radio is much better now 
Than 30 years agoo. 

Bish Thompson 

. . . featured every 
morning with his “Great 
Day” program read a 
peom written by 
Roscoe G. Kilowatt, 
the bard of the 
powerhouse ( sponsor 
of this show is Southern 
Indiana Gas & Electric 
Co.) 



Irvin E. Perigo 

. . . Indianas Poet-pianist and 
featured on WGBF 
from 1926 to 1929 

Here’s to W G B F 

There’s a sort of gay commotion here at WGBF: 
Yep, the joyful spirit’s ketchin’ ’cause 
I’ve ketched it myse’f. 
An’ ever’body’s happy, in a very happy way 
An’ the rate we’re celebratin’ it’s 
shore a grand ’birthday. 
An I’ve come back to tell it, 
Like I used to talk to you 
With a sort of wistful longin’ 
that you’d be happy too. 
Of course they’s been improvements 
since first I started out, 
An’ law! This dear ole station 
shore knows what it’s about. 
But the same ole friendly feelin’ 
just penetrates the air, 
An’ I guess it’s sorta touchin’ you, 
a-listenin’ ’way out there. 
Yep, I’ve been to many cities, 
broadcastin’ here an’ there, 
But of all the cheerful places, 
none other can compare, 
With this dear friendly station 
where first I made a name; 
The place I’m wishin’ gladness, an’ 
loads more of the same. 
So, luck to all of you! an’ lots an’ 
lots of cheer, 
An’ to our many listeners — 
clear skies without a tear. 

Irvin Perigo 
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Jim Newcom 
manager of M esker Park Ampitheater 

and local business man. 

I will never forget the hours and hours of free time 
when I was city recreational director that WGBF gave 

to promote the various activities including the 
Santa Claus parades. 

WGBF news Editor, J. C. Kerlin, 
left, interviews Floyd Oursler, 

Joint State Representative from Posey, 
Warrick and Vanderburgh Counties. 

“It does my heart good to know a 
station like WGBF is glad to report 

not only social activities of the 
community but the news reports too 
... to a free people ... as it happens.” 

Charles Lineback, 
Executive Director of Evansville 
Tuberculosis and Heart Associations. 

“We were asked by WGBF if 
WGBF could put on a heart radio 
show. It produced several hundred 
dollars . . . this illustrates the fine 
attitude of public service that WGBF 
has displayed throughout these 30 years 
of operation here in Evansville.” 
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Emcee Del Greenwood 
. . . Mary Helen Rogers 
and husband Earl, 
owners of “Tinytown” 

They are still looking for a certain 
announcer. Before coining to 
Evansville they lived in Fort Wayne 
where they listened to WGBF. 
Mary Helen sent a request and 
signed it “Mrs. Earl Rogers.” But 
the announcer read it “from 
Mary Helen Rogers.” “How did he 
know?” Earl would like to know too. 

on the air 
Dorothy Fischer 

Executive Secretary of Neighborhood House 

“I have a particular interest in WGBF because 
Mr. Martin Leich is president of our board of directors, 

and we, like all other agencies in town, have shared 
in the wonderful contributions that WGBF through its 

staff has made to the social welfare program of Evansville.” 

“City Court” days 
. . . from 1935 until 1942 

Left is Truman Hutchinson, 
WGBF account executive, talking 
with attorney Marion Rice who was 
city court judge when WGBF 
broadcast the proceedings. Mr. Rice 
recalled: “These broadcasts helped 
listeners learn operation of the court, 
taught them the laws and had a 
deterring influence on those who 
would break the law. WGBF 
performed a very valuable public 
service with this series.” 
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D. Bailey Merrill 

. . . Congressman, 

8th District, Indiana 

Coming this late on the program there’s nothing good about this station that can be said that 
hasn’t been said ten times before, but let me just pay tribute to one quality in this station that I think 
deserves attention, and that is the dedication to public service from the standpoint of political problems 
You know, too many times politics is neglected and shunned as something that is just not quite clean 
enough for general civic interest and I’ve noticed that in this station long before I got into politics that 
this station was giving to politics and to political questions the attention that it should receive. 
I’ve noticed that your newsmen don’t shy away from calling them as they see them, and I find that 
there is almost — I’ve never known of any case, of any control on the part of top management on your 
newsmen as they call them as they see them and then, of course, I am a beneficiary right now and my 
predecessor, Mr. Denton, was a beneficiary some time ago, of this public service program where you 
let us, in this case it’s 12:15 every Sunday, you let us come on and try to explain to the people 
just what the score is from our point of view. You know, reporting back to the people you represent 
is one of the greatest obligations of a representative. And I think the best medium that we have 
of accoplishing that is your radio program. And I certainly thank you for that opportunity. I am 
sure that my predecessor, Mr. Denton, was grateful for it and I think the man who comes after me will 
also feel that your radio station with that public service program is giving to the representative 
of this district the best chance of telling the people how he is accounting for the responsibility that 
they placed in him and finally, let me say this, it’s been said so many times already as I view the record 
of this station and it’s tremendous accomplishment, its dedication to the public interest, it always seemed 
that back of it, standing, is a giant figure — is that erect, courageous figure of Clarence Leich. 
You know, his personality, and that fine chiselled face of his, its kindness, he was a handsome 
fellow, as he stood there before me so many times, it just seems to me that his personality, even his 
physical appearance represents the real character of WGBF and I want to pay tribute to the man I 
think who molded this station’s character and whose picture in my mind, will always represent 
the best in radio tradition.” 
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WGBF is represented nationally by Weed Company. 
At the anniversary broadcast was Martin Olson 
of the Chicago Weed office. 

Not love at first sight . . . they’re staff 
members! 

Lois Freeman, Home Economist 

Marv Bates, Director of Sports 

Kenneth Fuller 
Livestock Market reporter daily at 12 noon 

“My thanks to WGBF for their public service in 
broadcasting the livestock markets.” 

WGBF’s national sales 
representatives were on 
hand too. Left is 
Neal Weed of Weed 
Company, in charge of the 
Chicago office, interviewed 
by WGBF general manager 
Martin Leich. 



Speaking of old timers . . . Their years number 90 
“And then there was the time . . .” was the theme for this portion of WGBF’s anniversary broadcast, 

7:30 to 10:30 p.m., November 22. Reminiscing are, left to right, Louis Ottman, control room engineer; 
Guy Crecelius, salesman; John B. Caraway, Jr., consulting engineer and Pat Roper, program director. 

Margaret Rosencranz, 
former school board 

member and civic leader, 
dropped in to give a 

greeting to WGBF listeners. 
She currently moderates the 

“Children’s Roundtable” 
every Saturday morning 

on WGBF. 

“Where God Blesses Forever” 

is the meaning to the WGBF call letters by Dr. Ernest I. Reveal, 
founder of Evansville’s Rescue Mission. Dr. Reveal has 

broadcast his inspirational program on WGBF for 25 years. 

Al Bishea 
Agricultural Agent for Vanderburgh County 

Not only a friend and counselor to the farmer, Al is an 
active civic worker in Evansville. His daily “Pocket Nabor” 
broadcasts during the noon hour have been heard for years and are 
interesting to the commercial farmer, gardner, 
and city dweller. 
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Please accept my »armes. congraUhUons on .he occasion of .his 

anniversary. prod„cer rf -Sttoke of Fate" 

We hope our marriage, both our real one and our on the air 
one, last as long in the business as you have. 

Hume Cronyn and Jessica Tandy of “The Marriage” 

Thirty rousing anniversary-
on the occasion o Hervhy 

other thW «">« Tex and Ji® 
Best wishes for 

«f* avX^iXXX^ W .ha. WCBF has pby. 
State. May your 

Hathaway Advertising Agency 

Congratulations 

anniversary-

d best wishes on you. »" and Desi 
Manuel and Meyer Siege 

BeS, °feve,yth/ng
"""F yea„. May 

Congratulations. Your progress has been great. Your achievements many, o 
you go our best wishes for the continuation of your outstanding success. 

Saters 

^^-any^ 

Knan/^t Vi7han,SOn 

‘StS of ColUmbus

Wishing all you buckaroos the best of 

everything. Regards Gabby Hayes 

My sincere good wishes for continued good program-

“‘Ä - ««es Service Band of America 

eraliSu'jor 0'“ °" yow Äh birthd 

■.*-. 
I. McIntosh 

u station WjPs 

SalutationsfromHolIyWood 
°' SUCCessf^ broadcasting 

And may we in NBC communications add our congrats to 

.he many you have airea y «c«^ Dept . NBC 

and best wishes for as m 
many more years 

Jimmy Wallington 

„ H .0 life Of .his area in these thirty years and I 
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John Totten 
News Caster 

These are the electronic “brains” 
of WGBF . . . the guys whose job it 

is to keep both WGBF and 
WMLL(FM) on the air. And they 

are quite efficient at it too. 
Left to right, Art Kappes, 

Norman Fisher 
and seated is 

Chief Engineer, Erwin Schoeny 

In The Control Room . . . More Engineers 

Loins Ottman Ray Pritchett T. O. Donovan 

Arthur Schroeder, nighttime receptionist 

Never heard on the air 
but still very important 

behind the scenes at 
WGBF are these five 

pretty girls who were 
hostesses for WGBF’s 

30th anniversary celebration. 
Left to right, 

Emma Schenck, accountant; 
Meta Berry, secretary; 

Doris Lutterbach, copy editor; 
Martha Gill, receptionist, 

and 
Elouise Hungate, secretary. 
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