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to Kansas City 
vith WHB -TV on Channel 9 
AUGUST, 

1953, will long be remembered in Kansas City 
as the date on which WHB -TV and KMBC -TV began 

joint operation on Channel 9- sharing time equally to 
bring television viewers of the area the network programs 
of the Columbia Broadcasting System, plus the favorite radio 
personalities developed on the two AM radio stations. 

WITH A jointly -owned transmitter . . . using maximum 
allowable power, 316 kw visual, 158 kw aural . 

with a thousand -foot tower to transmit from a height 
above average terrain of 1079 feet . . . with the full 
schedule of Columbia Network TV programming, Channel 
9 in Kansas City is really something to see and hear! 
Interim operation beginning in August is from a trans- 
mitter and mast atop Missouri's tallest office building, 
reaching most of the 300,658 television' homes in the 
Kansas City market -including the metropolitan trading 
area of Johnson, Leavenworth and Wyandotte counties in 
Kansas; and Jackson, Clay and Platte counties in Missouri. 
THIS ISSUE of Swing devotes thirty pages to the fine 
I CBS -TV programs now seen (many of them for the 
first time) in the Kansas City area. And we have re- 
printed, from our Anniversary Issue of last year, the story 
of the 31 -year service rendered by Radio Station WHB - 
23 of those years under Cook ownership and management. 

Your comments will be appreciated. 
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The Great 
GODFREY 

ARTHUR 
GODFREY'S millions 

of morning television fans 
now have a total of three and 
one -half daytime hours every 
week to enjoy the Old Redhead 
Monday through Thursday over 
the CBS Television Network ... 
in Kansas City on Channel 9. 
His TALENT SCOUT show has 
maintained a consistent "top 
five" rating since its debut on 
the Network, making it one of 
the most outstanding television 
offerings on your dial. ARTHUR 
GODFREY AND HIS FRIENDS 
has established a fabulous rec- 
ord for showmanship in past 
seasons, featuring his "little 
Godfreys ": Janette Davis, Lu 
Ann Simms, Haleloke, Marion 
Marlowe, Frank Parker, the 
Mariners, and Archie Bleyer's 
orchestra. 

HI, HO, COME TO THE FAIR! 
Godfrey Leads His Friends through a Spirited, Country -Style Number, 

H ' . . r... 
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MODERN MAGIC CARPET 
Dan Seymour uses :Lis flying saucer to 
transport him to strange places and foreign 
lands in his quest for interesting person- 
alities on the program "Everywhere I Go ", 
which brings faraway places to CBS -TV 
audiences through ingenious special effects. 

Now in its fifth year on television, Ed Sul - 
livan's TOAST OF THE TOVG'N continues 
adding to the brilliant record that has 
made it one of the medium's outstanding 
programs since its debut on the CBS Tele- 

vision Network in 1948. 

WHEEL OF FORTUNE 
Emcee Todd Russell indicates the 
fabulous wheel featured in CBS - 
TV's "Wheel of Fortune" series, 
which provides an opportunity for 
beneficiaries of good deeds to re- 
ward their benefactors. 

ED SULLIVAN'S TOAST OF THE TOWN 



HOUSE PARTY 
Art Linkletter, one of Hollywood's 
most ebullient hosts, huddles with some 
young, enthusiastic visitors to CBS - 
TV's Art Linkletter's HOUSE PARTY, 
a lively entertainment series. In rear is 
Martha Proudfoot, teacher in charge 
of the program's "Kid's Department ". 

BRIDE AND GROOM 
A typical BRIDE AND GROOM wedding was 
that of Korean War veteran Henry Need- 
ham and Joyce Newman. Needham, 22, 
with five Purple Hearts and seven official 
citations, is one of the nine United Nations 
men alive after storming "Suicide Hill ". 

MEET MILLIE 
J. R. Boone, Jr., backs 
against the wall as his 
girl friend -secretary, 
Millie, tries her femi- 
nine wiles and her 
mother eavesdrops, on 
CBS -TV's comedy series, 
MEET MILLIE. Elena 
Verdugo, left, plays the 
title role. Boone is play- 
ed by Marvin Kaplan; 
and Millie's mother by 
Florence Halop. 



MY FRIEND IRMA 
This fast -paced comedy show co- starring Marie Wilson and Cathy 
Lewis, is still what television critic John Crosby called it: "a very 
funny . . . thoroughly professional show . . . (which has) . . . 

incorporated the very best features and eliminated the worst." Its cast 
includes Gloria Gordon as Mrs. O'Reilly, Sig Arno as Professor Kro- 
potkin, Sid Tomas as Al, and Brooks West as Richard Rhinelander. 

JANE FROMAN'S USA CANTEEN 
Starring one of America's first ladies of song, famous for her magnificent work 
in entertaining the troops during World War II, U.S.A. CANTEEN is drawing 
raves from critics and viewers in its star -spangled salute to our Armed Forces. 
The program features Miss Froman's songs, a chorus, dancing and Henry Syl- 
vern's orchestra, plus famous entertainers and talented amateurs now in service. 



Captain Braddock of the RACKET SQUAD 
RACKET SQUAD, the dramatic series that exposes the 
workings of confidence men and women and warns citi- 
zens of dangers from "get- rich -quick" schemes, is based 
on actual cases from the files of police and business pro- 
tective organizations. The program stars Reed Hadley as 
Police Captain Braddock. His investigations reveal the 
workings of confidence schemes uncovered in all parts 
of the country. 

STEVE WILSON 
AND 

HIS GIRL FRIDAY 
BIG TOWN, half -hour mys- 
tery- adventure series, fea- 
turing lavish exterior 
photography and thrilling 
out -door action scenes, is 
one of the nation's big 
dramatic favorites. Patrick 
McVey stars as reporter 
Steve Wilson with screen 
actress Jane Nigh as his 
glamorous gal assistant, 
Lorelei Kilbourne. 

IT'S NEWS TO ME 
John Daly, host and emcee 
of CBS -TV's popular news 
quiz program, tells the 
show's permanent panel 
members, Anna Lee, John 
Henry Faulk and Quentin 
Reynolds, of their high 
rating with TV audiences. 

4 



AMOS AND ANDY 
Alvin Childress (left) plays the 
lovable little Amos, down -to -earth 
family man and taxi driver. 
Spencer Williams is Andy, brown - 
derbied, romantic, and eternal fall 
guy for the Kingfish's schemes 
in CBS -TV's AMOS 'N' ANDY. 

SEARCH FOR TOMORROW 
This dramatic and absorbing daytime serial commands one of daytime tele- 
vision's largest audiences in its presentation of the trials of a widowed young 
mother preyed upon by ambitious in -laws. Dr. Ned Hilton, through his deep 
friendship for Joanne, produces an intriguing conflict of values in the mind 
and life of this young heroine. Joanne Barron is the featured star. 



STRIKE IT RICH 
The beaming faces of these elderly 
newlyweds are typical of the happy 
contestants on CBS -TV's STRIKE IT 
RICH. They are 80- year -old Adolph 
Dettmers and his 76- year -old bride, 
who won S200 to help them set up 
housekeeping. Warren Hull (right) 
is host and master of ceremonies. 

THE WEB 
To avoid stereotyped Rer- 
formances, THE WEB, real- 
istic CBS -TV mystery drama 
series, frequently casts tal- 
ented people not usually 
associated with the acting 
profession. Here, for exam- 
ple, vocalist Jane Morgan 
and Leon Tokatyan are co- 
starred in a typical telecast of 
this very popular program. 

THERE'S ONE 
IN EVERY FAMILY 

A contestant shows emcee John Reed 
King (standing) the special interest 
that earned him the right to vie for 
prizes for himself and members of his 
family, on CBS -TV's novel audience 
participation quiz, THERE'S ONE IN 
EVERY FAMILY. The five -times weekly 
program rewards contestants whose kin 
are proud of their accomplishments. 



ALAN YOUNG 
TIME TO SMILE returns the 
brilliant young comedian 
to television in an entirely 
new role. Starring him as 
a well- meaning bank clerk 
with an amazing aptitude 
for complicating any and 
every problem. Lovable 
but vague, Young possesses 
an uncanny talent for 
stumbling into difficulties. 
His millions of TV fans 
know how well developed 
that talent is. 

MY LITTLE MARGIE 
Gale Storm as the title figure 
in CBS -TV's MY LITTLE 
MARGIE continues to delight 
audiences with her zany ad- 
ventures. 

.i 



I LOVE LUCY 
Number One in popularity on 
all major rating services, week 
after week, attracting an average 
of 29- million estimated viewers 
each week -more than double the 
number of people who see the 
average Hollywood "A" film dur- 
ing its total domestic first run. 
I LOVE LUCY, the story of an 
uninhibited couple and their 
neighbors, co -stars Lucille Ball 
and Desi Arnaz and features Wil- 
liam Frawley and Vivian Vance. 

OMNIBUS with William Saroyan 

Marking the first time he has 
ever written for television ex- 
clusively, William Saroyan, 
distinguished American play- 
wright, presented his one -act 
play, "The Bad Men," and ap- 
peared personally as narrator 
on the premiere of OMNIBUS, 
an hour - and -a -half series on 
CBS -TV. This outstanding 
show has never been seen in 
Kansas City prior to the debut 
of Channel 9. 



THE BIG TOP 
The full -hour weekly circus extravaganza, 
THE BIG TOP, is a children's favorite 
and also has a huge adult audience. With 
Jack Sterling as ringmaster, THE BIG TOP 
originates in Convention Hall in Camden, 
New Jersey, with a vast studio audience 
and more than 200 people taking an active 
part before the TV cameras on each show. 

THE RED BUTTONS SHOW 
is a popular CBS -TV drawing -card full of 
bounce and enthusiasm. Here Red Buttons, 
at the mike, is on view with Mitch Miller. 

HELEN O'CONNELL 
Vivacious songstress Helen O'Connell is 
teamed with vocalist Bob Eberly and band- 
leader Ray Anthony on the CBS Television 
Network's thrice weekly TV's TOP TUNES. 
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THE GUIDING LIGHT 
Principals in the CBS -TV fam- 
ily drama, THE GUIDING 
LIGHT, first daytime radio 
serial to have its counterpart 
on television, are shown en- 
acting one of the daily video 
episodes. They are (left to 
right) : Herbert Nelson, as 
Joe Roberts; Jone Allison as 
his wife, Meta; Susan Douglas 
as Joe's daughter, Kathy; and 
Lyle Sudrow, as Bill Bauer. 

JACKIE GLEASON 
The veteran comedian of 
screen, radio, television and 
stage, in the role of the Timid 
Soul, one of the famed char- 
acterizations which he pre- 
sents on the CBS -TV JACKIE 
GLEASON SHOW, a program 
which combines the sure -fire 
elements of glitter, spectacle, 
beauty (feminine) and laugh- 
ter. Gleason himself presents 
such memorable characteriza- 
tions as Rudy the Repairman; 
Reggie Van Gleason II; and 
Joe, a philosophical bartender. 
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OUR MISS BROOKS 

LOVE OF LIFE 
is a sparkling and warm -hearted drama 
about a family's fight for happiness and 
dignity. Jean McBride is seen in the role 
of Meg, the heroine's sister, in the drama. 

Comedienne Eve Arden as high school 
teacher Connie Brooks tries to convince 
her stuffy principal Mr. Conklin, played 
by Gale Gordon, that she has nothing 
to do with the latest shenanigans in her 
classroom, in a typical program of OUR 
MISS BROOKS. 

SUSPENSE 
Producer- director Robert Stevens 
(right) directs John Baragrey and 
Olive Deering in a sequence packed 
with tension on CBS -TV's SUSPENSE. 



LUX VIDEO THEATRE 
One of television's top dra- 
matic series, bringing audi- 
ences outstanding television 
plays starring such famous 
Hollywood actors and actresses 
as Miriam Hopkins, Celeste 
Holm, Raymond Massey and 
Pat O'Brien. 

BETTY FURNESS 
Known to housewives the na- 
tion over for her adroit dem- 
onstrations of products for the 
home, lovely Betty Furness 
discusses clothes, charm and 
homemaking on CBS -TV pro- 
gram, MEET BETTY FURNESS. 



JACK BENNY VISITS 
"PRIVATE SECRETARY" 

Jack Benny brings his droll humor 
and his famous fiddle to the CBS - 
TV comedy program, PRIVATE SEC- 
RETARY, starring Ann Sothern. Don 
Porter as her employer, Peter Sands. 

THE FRED WARING SHOW 
Recipient of many top awards in musical 
programming, delighting viewers with 
memorable moments of music, comedy 
sketches, choreography, and spectacular pro- 
duction numbers, and featuring Fred War- 
ing, the Pennsylvanians, the Glee Club, and 
dancers Nadine Gae and Mark Breaux. 

THIS IS SHOW 
BUSINESS 

Sam Levenson, witty 
panelist of THIS IS 
SHOW BUSINESS, 
tries a tune on a 
famous fiddle as 
owner Jack Benny, 
and Levenson's 
colleagues, George 
S. Kaufman and 
Clifton Fadiman, 
look on with mixed 
feelings. 



PLAYHOUSE 
OF STARS 

Beautiful Irene Dunne, one 
of Hollywood's top film per- 
sonalities, is hostess of CBS - 
TV's PLAYHOUSE OF STARS. 
She introduces the cast of 
film stars who appear in the 
Playhouse drama every week. 

MAMA 
continues as one of televis- 
ion's most consistently popu- 
lar dramatic shows. This 
famous character (center, 

below) made her debut in 
the Kathryn Forbes best -sell- 
ing novel "Mama's Bank Ac- 
count," widened the scope of 
her popularity with the 
Broadway play "I Remem- 
ber Mama," and then set 
box -office records as a mo- 
tion picture under the same 
title. Peggy Wood as Mama. 



LAMP UNTO MY FEET 
The unsympathetic innkeeper stands for- 
biddingly at the door of his inn during a 
scene from "The Good Samaritan," one of 
the filmed Biblical parables using marion- 
ettes for actors, on CBS -TV's LAMP UNTO 
MY FEET. 

WHAT'S MY LINE? 
Television's gayest game, WHAT'S 
blY LINE? has consistently been 
among the top -rated programs on 
the air and has received numer- 
ous awards as video's most popu- 
lar quiz game. Regular panel 
members include Dorothy Kilgal- 
len, Bennett Cerf, Arlene Francis, 
and Hal Block. 

MR. AND MRS. 
NORTH 

Pam and Jerry North 
-delightful detective 
duo known widely 
through their appear- 
ances in novels, movies 
and radio continue 
their adventures 
through the medium 
of television on the 
CBS -TV mystery -com- 
edy series starring Bar- 
bara Britton and Rich- 
ard Denning. 



THE LONE RANGER RIDES AGAIN 
-on Television 

The Lone Ranger and his faithful Indian com- 
panion, Tonto, prepare to embark upon an- 
other of their exciting adventures on THE 
LONE RANGER program over CBS -TV. 

AMERICA'S FAVORITE COWBOY -GENE AUTRY 1 

Gene Autry, star of the GENE 
AUTRY SHOW, is the hero of 
millions as he brings law and 
order to the West in the roles 
of sheriff, U.S. marshal, ranch 
foreman, cattleman, and hap - 
py -gó -lucky rider of the sage- 
brush trail. His thrilling tele- 
vision programs will be seen 
on Channel 9 in Kansas City. 
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THE KEN MURRAY SHOW 
features one of America's favorite come- 
dians, long famous for his ability to pro- 
duce top -notch musical- comedy revues. His 
productions blend showmanship, comedy, 
music, dancing and big -name guests. In 
photo with Ken above is Laurie Andrews. 

RANGER JOE - 
Jesse Rogers of WHB 

Jesse Rogers, star of the righ -rated 
RANGER JOE Western series, poses with 
his horse, Topaz. Rogers, an Oklahoma 
cowboy and cousin of the immortal 
Will Rogers and of yodeler Jimmie 
Rogers, has built up one of the biggest 
juvenile audiences in television. Well 
remembered by WHB listeners in the 
Kansas City area, he appeared on the 
WHB FARMER'S HOUR show now 
called WHB NEIGHBORIN' TIME, fea- 
turing Bruce Grant and Don Sullivan. 



GENERAL ELECTRIC 
THEATRE 

Broderick Crawford stars in a 
typical weekly dramatization of the 
GENERAL ELECTRIC THEATRE, 
the summer replacement for THE 
FRED WARING SHOW, on CBS -TV. 

MAN AGAINST CRIME 
Ralph Bellamy, noted Broadway and Hollywood ac- 
tor, plays the role of private eye Mike Barnett on the 
CBS Television Network's MAN AGAINST CRIME. 

ARTHUR MURRAY PARTY 
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BERT PARKS 
Bert Parks, ebullient quizmaster who 
doubles in comedy as well as question- 
ing, is starred in DOUBLE OR NOTHING, 
a fast- paced, half -hour quiz program on 
the CBS Television Network. 

Musical Companions on 
STUDIO ONE 

Producer Montgomery Ford and his wife 
Celia Ryland (rear) are the composers of 
original lyrics and melody for the J. B. 
Priestly love story, "The Good Compan- 
ions," which was presented as a musical 
drama on "Westinghouse Studio One Sum- 
mer Theater." It co- starred Edith Fellows 
(on ke )board) and Hamish Menzies. 
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I'LL BUY THAT 
CBS -TV star Mike Wallace 
(rear) is moderator of a team 
of quiz experts consisting of 
(left to right) Albert Moore- 
head, editor and games au- 
thority; TV actress Robin 
Chandler; Hans Conreid of 
Broadway's "Can -Can "; and 
Vanessa Brown of "The Seven 
Year Itch," or I'LL BUY THAT, 
five - times - weekly daytime 
series. 

BURNS AND ALLEN 
It's nice to have a man of science 
around the house, so Gracie, with 
the pure reason of genius, invites 
one to dinner. Here we have Dr. 
Gireaux (Maurice Marsac) being 
introduced to George. Needless to 
say, the situation explodes, on the 
GEORGE BURNS AND GRACIE 
ALLEN SHOW. 

PERRY COMO 
and the 
FONTANE SISTERS 

Perry Como and the l'on 
tane Sisters have as muc 
fun performing on CB 
TV's PERRY COMO SHO 
as the audience in view 
ing the performance. 



The 
GARRY MOORE 

SHOW 
is a half -hour session of 
music and informal 
good humor, starring 
the easy -going comedian 
with a group of tal- 
ented assistants. includ- 
ing vocalists Ken Car- 
son and Denise Lor and 
announcer Durwood 
Kirby. All three regu- 
larly participate in the 
games, stunts and 
sketches included in the 
Moore program. 

THEY'VE GOT A SECRET 

Beautiful Jayne Mead- 
ows whispers her own 
secret to emcee Garry 
Moore of CBS -TV's 
popular panel program 
I'VE GOT A SECRET. 
Miss Meadows, well 
known for her Holly- 
wood films, is now a 
permanent member of 
the show's panel and 
along with the three 
other panelists on the 
program, tries to guess 
the secrets of the guests. 

L 



NEWS AND SPORTS OP 

SPORTSCASTER 
Russ Hodges (left) , veteran sportscaster, 
comments for the CBS Television Net- 
work on the PABST BLUE RIBBON 
BOUTS every Wednesday night. 

SPORTS SPOT 
Mel Allen (below, right) , shown here 
with one of Sam Snead's golf clubs, is 
host to sporting greats on SPORTS SPOT, 
a fitting nightcap to the Wednesday 
night Blue Ribbon Bouts. The informal 
sports program immediately follows the 
fight broadcast. 

YOU ARE THERE 
Walter Cronkite, chief Washington correspondent fo 
the CBS Television Network, is narrator of the series 
YOU ARE THERE. This exciting program re- creates an 
reports great events of history as if they were actuall 
happening now. 



:BS-TV 

CHANNEL 

KANSAS CITY 

SEE IT NOW 
Edward R. Murrow's SEE IT NOW, which many 
critics consider the greatest half -hour of television 
on the air, developed from the widely -acclaimed 
"I Can Hear It Now" record albums, and has been 
honored with the Peabody Award for "television 
news and interpretations." 

SUNDAY NEWS SPECIAL 
This fifteen -minute preview of Monday's headlines 
brings a complete picture not only of latest news 
around the world, but also emphasizes the highlights 
of the preceding week. Don Hollenbeck, CBS -TV 
newsman, edits the program. 

CHRONOSCOPE 
Frank W. Taylor and Henry Hazlitt, co- 
editors of CBS -TV's weekjy discussion 
of world history, talk over some of the 
issues to be considered on the program. 

DOUGLAS EDWARDS 
was the first radi, newsman to make the full - 
time switch to television. His DOUGLAS ED- 
WARDS WITH THE NEWS, now in its fifth year, 
is seen every night, Monday through Friday. 



BIG PAYOFF PARTNERS 
Former "Miss America" Bess 
Myerson and Randy Merriman co- 
star in THE BIG PAYOFF, popular 
five -times -weekly audience partici- 
pation program on which men 
win gifts galore for their ladies. 

FOUR * STAR 

PLAYHOUSE 

Dick Powell, Charles Boyer and Joel Mc- 
Crea are members of a group of stage and 
screen stars who take turns headlining 
FOUR STAR PLAYHOUSE, CBS -TV dramatic 
series on the air on alternate weeks. A dif- 
ferent name star is presented every fourth 
week, to round out the quartette of top - 
ranking lead players. 

DICK POWELL 

CHARLES BOYER 
JOEL McCREA 



GREATEST STORY EVER TOLD 
"The Soldier's Servant" was the first of 
three dramas to be seen on the award -win- 
ning religious series, THE GREATEST STORY 
EVER TOLD, on the CBS Television Net. 

FREEDOM RINGS 
John Beal, star of stage and screen, 
heads the CBS -TV program, FREE - 
DOM RINGS. The program combines 
comedy and audience participation 
with telephone contestants and studio 
audience members vying for prizes. 

BALANCE YOUR BUDGET 
Bert Parks dubiously studies a young 
visitor to his CBS -TV program, BAL- 
ANCE YOUR BUDGET. 
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DANGER 
features taut fictional mystery - 
dramas with casts composed of 
television's finest players. Each 
week's presentation is charac- 
terized by an attention to real- 
ism and detail that create a 
suspenseful thirty minutes of 
thrills. The show is produced 
by Charles Russell. 

BEAT the CLOCK 
Bud Collyer, host and 
emcee of BEAT THE 
CLOCK, watches two 
contestants go through 
one o f their assign- 
ments on this popular 
CBS -TV show. The 
problem here is to pick 
up a bottle with their 
bare feet from a tub of 
water. Guest contestants 
attempt to perform 
breath -taking and hilar- 
ious stunts while hurry- 
ing against a time limit. 

CITY HOSPITAL 
This exciting and informative series de- 
picts dramatic moments in the lives of 
doctors, nurses and patients in a big 
city institution. Melville Ruick (left) is 

starred as Dr. Barton Crane, medical 
director. The dramas profile the medical 
profession, with each complete story 
dealing in medical and psychiatric prob- 
lems. Mysteries with a psychological 
twist are also presented. 



STORK CLUB 
The Stork Club in New 
York City, crossroads of the 
sophisticated world, is 
never without its coterie 
of glamorous personalities. 
Here is a typical scene at 
the world- famous rendez- 
vous of smart folk -movie 
star Dorothy Lamour chat- 
ting with host Sherman 
Billingsley on the CBS -TV 
show. The programs orig- 
inate directly from the 
Stork Club itself, via spe- 
cially constructed studios 
equipped with complete 
telecast i ng -facilities. 

ADVENTURE -from the Museum of Natural History 
This series, from the American Museum of Natural History, proves that 
more drama, humor and suspense is hidden in the wonders of science than 
was ever contained in fiction. Here Charles Collingwood, CBS -TV newsman 
and anchor man of the program, examines an interesting museum exhibit 
with two young visitors. 



Senator H. Alexander Smith (left) and 
Senator John J. Sparkman (right) discuss 
the Japanese Peace Treaty with Stuart No- 
vines of CBS Public Affairs, in the first 
network special broadcast from San Fran- 
cisco concerning the treaty. 

WALTER 
CRONKITE 
CBS -TV news- 
man, being tai- 
lored to cover 
the Coronation 
of Queen Eliza- 
beth in West- 
minster Abbey. 

Speaker Sam Rayburn of the House of Rep- 
resentatives studying with Bill Wood, CBS - 
TV Director of News and Public Affairs in 
Washington, a diagram of the Amphitheatre 
prior to the Democratic National Conven- 
tion in Chicago. 

CBS -TV NEWS COVERAGE 
of SPECIAL EVENTS 

CBS -TV ELECTION 
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CRONKITE 
in mobile televis- 

111 
ion transmitting ij 
unit used to - cover President 1.. 
Eisenhower's In- nommene 
augural Parade. 

NIGHT HEADQUARTERS 
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CHANNEL 9 IN KANSAS CITY 
BROADCASTS CBS -TV from Atop 
Missouri's Tallest Office Building 

Photo at left shows the new Channel 9 
transmitter mast, after its completion July 
28. 1953. Below are action photos made the 
Saturday before, as steelwork for the trans- 
mitting equipment was hoisted to the top 
of the Power and Light Building -seven 
hundred feet above the average terrain. 
Henry E. Goldenberg, WHB -TV's chief en- 
gineer, watches progress of the work. 



WHB'S FIRST TOWERS 
are shown in photo above, 
when station was located in 
the old Sweeney Building on 
Union Station Plaza (now the 
BMA Building) . At top of 
page, the towers and transmit- 
ter house erected for WHB 
when Cook Paint & Varnish 
Co. purchased WHB in 1930. 
These towers were used until 
the present transmitter build- 
ing (opposite page) was built 
in 1948, near Liberty, Mo. 

THE LATE 

CHARLES R. COOK 

ROBERT B. 

CALDWELL 

LA'l'HROI' G. JOHN F. 

BACKSTROM CASH 



Through 31 YEARS 
with 

JOHN T. 

SCHILLING 

HENRY 

GOLDENBERG DON DAVIS 

THE STORY IN PICTURES 
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Sweeney Radio Phones and Loud Talkers Will Be Used Tonight in the Following Parks I 
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AUGUST 
15, 1922 this full -page advertisement in the 

WHB's new 500 -watt Western Electric set ( its second 
any in the United States, expected to go from coast to coast. 
given "as an educational demonstration of what can be heard 

Kansas City Star. heralded 
transmitter) as "equal to 

" The program above was 
by radio:' 



RECEPTION ROOM -SWEENEY STUDIOS 
(below) 500 -WATT TRANSMITTING SET 

. 

7.10111 1922 
"The 
Golden- 
Voiced 
Announcer" 

JOHN T. SCHILLING 
who has managed a single radio station 
longer than any other man in the world. 

THE SWEENEY ORCHESTRA. First "staff orchestra" heard on any radio station! "Real 
music by best artists obtainable -all professionals. Finest in America . these men are paid 
straight salaries so that they can devote all their time to practice." Led by Louis Forbstein, 
"formerly musical director of the Royal Theater ", now known in Hollywood as "Lou Forbes." 



.t KARAT SHRINE SERENADERS- 1926. First 
"string band" in radio. Fred Kammer at upper right; 
Alex Adkins with accordion. They're still together in 
1952 ( with Pookey Lucas) as "The Strolling Troubadors." 

AT WHB IN "THE OLD 

i 

RAMONA. Pianist and vocal- 
ist, began her career at WHB. 

PAUL TREMAINE (right) 
and his Columbia Recording 
Orchestra ( below) of the '30s. 

WHB became known by the '30s as the 
station "Where Headliners Begin." Pic- 
tured here are names familiar to every 
early -day crystal -set owner. Ramona 
graduated from WHB to Paul White - 
man's Orchestra. Paul Tremaine, saxo- 
phonist in Th Sweeney Orchestra, be- 
came a CBS conductor. Leath Stevens 
composes in Hollywood; wrote music 
played by Artur Rubenstein and New 
York Philharmonic in "Counterpoint." 

1 



WENDELL HALL 
'Red- Headed Musk Maker" 

WOLFE & TOLLI \GER 
"Monometer Oil Twins" 

SWEENEY DAYS" 
"GOLDIE" (right) is nickname for 
Henry E. Goldenberg. As a lad he 
helped build first WHB transmitter. 
Has been WHB chief engineer ever 
since graduation in engineering from 
University of Illinois. 
LEATH STEVENS (upper right) was 
a pianist at WHB; now writes music 
for Hollywood films. 

Imo, "ARKANSAS WOODCHOPPER" 
(far right) . Henry Ossinbrink was pio- 
neer "hill billy" singer- guitarist. 

MARTIN & TAYLOR, popular "harmony 
team" of the '20s. Sam Martin, today a dairy 
products magnate, still strums a rhythmic uke; 
enjoys entertaining friends with songs and 
card tricks. 

RUTH YOUNGE was featured in her own 
piano program; later led staff orchestra on 
studio programs and the "Jones Radio Revue." 



SMITH GOODMAN ACE 

GOODMAN ACE 
AROUND THE K. C. ATHLETIC CLUB, back 

in the 1920s, a young and sarcastic player 
of ,,"Down- and -Out Rummy" named Goodman 
Ace was distinguished by three things: (1) A 
"literary" look sharpened by an immense pair 
of tortoise -shell glasses. (2) An intense dis- 
satisfaction with the status quo of anything. 
(3) A habit, late in the week, of carrying 
around the current issue of Variety, trade pa- 
per and "bible" of show business. 

JANE ACE VIRGINIA HENRY 

"THE MOVIE MAN" 
Published in New York City Wednesdays, 

Variety never reached Kansas City before Fri- 
days. There exists a feeling among Ace's inti- 
mates of those days that one reason he wanted 
to make the eastern "Big Time" was to read 
Variety on its publication date. 

He made the "big time ", all right! -as 
creator, writer, producer and director of "Easy 
Aces" in which he played "Ace ". His first 
Chicago sponsor was Lavoris. Later the pro- 
gram originated in Manhattan for a succession 
of big moola advertisers. While in Chicago, 
Ace hired a school teacher to act one of the 
supporting roles, "Marge." This was Mary 
Hunter, now a successful stage director of 
Broadway plays.. 

"Easy Aces" ran for years. Goodie, more of 
a calculating business man than old Athletic 
Club pals might suppose, was wily enough to 
keep perfect recordings of all his live broad- 
casts, while also retaining the copyrights. Later 
he packaged these "Aces" in re -issue form, as 

transcribed shows; and collected an additional 
$75,000 a year on his files. 

With the demise of "Easy Aces ", Goodie 
showed up at CBS as a high- priced executive 
in the program department. Seldom has there 
been such an executive. Typically he presided 
over a motley circle of strange characters 
known as gag men -many of them semi-4 
literate but possessed of a wild genius for 
twisting normal comments into crazy jokes. 
Ace was the boss genius. More recently he has 
been the man behind Tallulah on NBC's "Big 
Show" -chief wag and gag washer. On the 
side, he's the erudite TV -Radio critic for The 
Saturday Review of Literature. 

An enthusiastic horse player quick to pursu 
those fast bucks, he turned out a filmed ver- 
sion of "Easy Aces" used as movie shorts and 
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on TV. His newest radio show, "Jane Ace, 
Disc Jockey," stars his wife Jane, a Kansas 
City girl whom he married in 1922. 

At that time Ace was a columnist, movie 
and theatrical critic for The Kansas City Post, 
the newspaper described by Gene Fowler as 
"the Bonfils and Tammen shimbun which 
since 19091, has daily startled Kansas Citians 
(circulation 190,000) with its crime news and 
blood -red headlines." In 1922, multi- million- 
aire Walter S. Dickey bought the Post for 
51,25.0,000, and merged it with his Kansas 
City Journal. Ace developed as a member of 
the Journal -Post editorial "stable" which in- 
cluded Ed Cochrane, Eddie Meisburger, Earle 
Smith, Tom Collins and John Cameron Swayze. 

Ace did his first broadcasting on WHB as 
"The Movie Man ", talking about movies and 
answering questions. Then he created "Easy 
Aces ", which Don Davis (at that time an ad- 
vertising agency partner in the firm of Loomis, 

Baxter, Davis & Whalen) sold to Arthur S. 
Bird for Bird's Drugs, Inc., retail drug chain. 

Blackett- Sample -Hummert took the act to 
Chicago; and Ace began reading Variety 
Thursdays. 

Ace writes: "Congratulations, Don Davis, 
on the 30th Anniversary of enterprising 
WHB! The first time I ever knew a micro- 
phone well enough to speak to was at WHB 
in the old Sweeney Building. My roommate, 
Jane, who used to help me out at WHB claims 
now that I dragged her up there when she was 
a child of two. But she does remember you 
fondly as the man who got us our first big 
sponsor when we started 'Easy Aces' in Kan- 
sas City. However, I personally remember you 
most fondly for those delicious girls on the 
WHB swing. All our love and continued 
prosperity." 

GOODMAN AND JANE ACE 
P.S. -Ace now reads Variety on Wednesdays. 



NORVELL SLATER 
"The Cook Painter Boy" 

NORVELL RECALLS the '30s when his 
duties as staff announcer included sweeping 
out, filing phonograph records, running the 
control board and selling time. He also did 
a one -man show as 
"The Cook Painter 
Boy," at 10 o'clock 
every morning-beat- 
ing the piano, singing 
a few ditties and giving 
commercials for Cook's 
Paints. One morning he 
received a call from the 
Foreman & Clark store; 
rushed over with rate 
card and contract; and 
to his surprise signed 
the advertiser for a 
schedule of spot an- 
nouncements. Suddenly 
he realized that in his 
excitement he had com- 
pletely forgotten about 
his radio program. But 
he was glad to get the 
advertising order! 

1 

Slater (above) now lives 
in Dallas, Texas, where he 
is on the staff of WFAA 
and has regular programs 
on WFAA -TV. 

IN THE "HOTEL BALTIMORE" STUDIOS 
DARK DAYS and silent nights descended 

upon WHB in 1929, when the station 
lost its full -time license coincident with the 
decline in the fortunes of Emory J. Sweeney, 
its founder. With 500 -watts power, WHB was 
assigned a daytime license on 860 kilocycles. 
When Mr. Sweeney sold the Sweeney Building, 
studios were moved to the Hotel Baltimore 
(which formerly occupied the block on Balti- 

more Avenue between 11th and 12th Streets.) 
Here, working selflessly, John Schilling and 
Henry Goldenberg kept the station on the air 
and struggled to save its license; while the 
courts negotiated a sale. But the station re- 
mained popular with listeners! Every Saturday 
afternoon 800 of them would crowd into the 
"Pompeiian Room" of the hotel to witness the 
"WHB Staff Frolic." 

r 

THE BALTIMORE STUDIOS were in one 
large room of the hotel. Behind a glass par- 
tition was the layout shown above. Control 
panel and record turntable occupied closet. 

BUSINESS OFFICE was at other end of th 
same room. At desks: Lou O'Connor Wilche 
John Schilling and Jack Glover; Al Ston 
Norvell Slater; and Margaret Barnum Coo 

G 
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LOUISE WILCHER 
Organist-"Staff Frolic Pianist 

LOU'S MEMORIES INCLUDE: An age - 
long silence when a remote -control bell 
from the Baltimore Studios failed to ring 
in the Jenkins Organ Studios, three blocks 

away, as her signal to 
begin her program .. . 

The day a repairman, 
stranded in the organ 
pipes when a ladder 
fell, was forced to re- 
main there during 30 
minutes of music. He 
was deaf for hours after- 
ward! . . And the 
time Lou was arrested 
for speeding en route 
to the studios, then ma- 
rooned in an elevator 
which got stuck. Lifted 
out over the operator's 
shoulders, she arrived 
with five seconds to 
spare. The program: 
"Daydreaming At The 
Piano - An Interlude 
for Relaxation." 

P 

Lou, (above) today, at the Hammond or- 
gan in her Stamford, Conn., home. Not 
shown: son Charles; daughters Cindy Lou 
and Jennifer; husband, Jack Wilcher. At 
right, as Lou O'Connor in 1931. 

COOK'S PAINTS 
THE LATE Charles R. Cook, president of the 

Cook Paint & Varnish Company, was a 
music -lover to whom the idea of owning a 
broadcasting station appealed greatly. He was 
encouraged by one of his young executives, 
John F. Cash, later to become a vice -president 
of the Cook organization. Although radio was 
not yet "commercial" (it was taboo in those 
days to mention the price of an advertised 

ILIFf r`. 
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NEW TRANSMITTER was erected near 
Cook Paint factory in North Kansas City, in 
1930. A 1,000 -watt Western Electric set; 
licensed to operate daytime only with 500 watts. 

ACQUIRE WHB 
article over the air), Mr. Cash envisioned 
broadcasting as a great advertising medium, as 
well as a combination of theatre, concert stage, 
public forum, schoolhouse and town crier. Mr. 
Cook was persuaded to purchase the old 
Sweeney equipment, and advance funds for 
the erection of a new broadcasting plant in 
North Kansas City. The WHB license was 
transferred to Cook's April 15, 1930. 

. 
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ORGAN STUDIOS were in the Jenkins Music 
Company Building. Here Lou O'Connor Wil- 
cher and S. F. Rendina played organ -piano 
concerts still remembered by listeners. 



STUDIO "A" 
(left) contained rec- 
ord turntables and 
announcers' control 
board. (Below) 
JOHN T. SCHIL- 
LING as he looked 
in 32. 

1932 "WHB GREETS YOU FROM PENT 
IN MAY, 1931, Cook's decided to enlarge the 

WHB Staff by employing an advertising 
executive. Don Davis, who was then a partner 
in the advertising agency of Loomis, Baxter, 
Davis & Whalen, had in 1927 plunged with 
both feet into radio. As an agency man, he 
was writing European travelogues given on 
WMAQ in Chicago for The Travel Guild by 

OUTDOOR STUDIO 
(right) on Scarritt Building 
Roof. The K. U. Band plays 
a concert. 
PENTHOUSE GRILL had a 
soda fountain, tables for 
twenty, and did a thriving 
business with studio visitors. 
This room now houses WHB 
Newsbureau. 

Bill Hay, the Amos & Andy announcer. He 
had sold "Easy Aces ", at that time just be- 
coming known in Kansas City, to Arthur S. 
Bird for Bird's Drugs. For Loose -Wiles Candy, 
he produced in Hollywood one of the earliest 
dance band transcription programs, by Earl` 
Burtnett's Orchestra from the Hotel Biltmore, 
featuring the Burtnett Trio and Jess Kirk- 
patrick. For Cook's, Davis had launched "The 
Cook Painter Boys" orchestra. 



STUDIO "B" 
(right) was the 
"big" studio, home 

of the "Staff Frolic" 
(Below) DON 
DAVIS in '32. 

I HOUSE STUDIOS" in the Scarritt Building 
COOK'S INVITED Davis to become president 

of WHB -and he began by employing 
Ed Dennis, just out of K. U., as a salesman; 
and by negotiating a lease for new studios. 
James Free, of the firm of Free & Sleininger 
(now Free & Peters) , a Scarritt son -in -law 
and a pioneer radio station representative, 
found WHB its Penthouse in the Scarritt 
Building. Remodeling began; alternating cur- 
rent was brought in from the new Fidelity 

Building; and WHB occupied its "new" studios 
in June, 1932. Space on the floor below was 
added as the staff grew in numbers and the 
complexities of programming and station opera- 
tion increased. "Penthouse Serenade" became 
WHB's theme song, played at sign -on and 
sign -off . with special WHB lyrics by 
Jack Wilcher. 

JENKINS AUDITORIUM 
STUDIO (left) was home 
of the "Kansas City Kiddies 
Revue." Saturday mornings, 
two complete performances 
were often given, to accommo- 
date crowds. First performance 
was broadcast. 
PRESIDENT'S OFFICE 
was also used as studio. 



GEORGIE PORGIE BOYS 
Sensationally popular on WHB in the early 

'30s were Cranberry Bill, Jack Savage and 
Doc Hopkins, shown above with their "fid- 
dler", Shep. They advertised "Georgie Porgie 
Breakfast Food" in 30- minute programs twice 
a day -with such success that rival cereal 
makers wondered what had happened to their 
market in Kansas City! 
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MUSICAL CLOCK 
July 12, 1931, WHB brought 

the "original Musical Clock" to 
Kansas City. Halloween Martin 
of KYW (then located in Chi- 
cago) trained GEORGE HOGAN 
(above) to broadcast program. 

CHORUS GIRLS 
Because of its daytime license, WHB was un- 

attractive to the networks as an outlet. (This 
condition continued until Mutual accepted 
WHB as a daytime outlet in 1936.) Prior to . 

that date, WHB could carry no network dance - 
band "remotes ". Hence, "Day Work In A Night- ft i 

Club " -an ingenious broadcast of rehearsals 
from the Avalon Supper Club floor show. 

DAY WORK IN A NIGHT CLUB 



CAPT. W. G. MOORE 
Another "pioneer" of the '30s was the late 

"Bill" Moore, ex -pilot in the RCAF of World 
War I, who began his radio career on WHB 
as a hockey reporter. While a captain in the 
U.S. Air Force Reserve, he and Bob Burtt 
originated "Jimmie Allen "; and Moore wrote 
"Howie Wing" sponsored by Kellogg's on 
CBS. Don Davis was Moore's personal man- 
ager. 

THE "COOK TENOR" "WEATHERMAN - 
IN- PERSON" Shortly after WHB occupied its Penthouse 

Studios, John Wahlstedt joined staff, singing 
as "The Cook Tenor" and serving as a sales- 
man, then as program director. He was fea- 
tured with Lou O'Connor at the organ (and 
later Alberta), in a half -hour daily program. 

JOHN WAHLSTEDT 

Kansas City offices of the Weather Bureau 
at this time were located in the Scarritt Build- 
ing. June 24, 1932, A. M. Hamrick, official 
government weather forecaster, made his first 
broadcast over WHB -believed to be the 
first weather man ever to broadcast official 
weather forecasts. 

. 

A. M. HAMRICK 
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CHARLES LEE 
with RICHARD MCGEHEE 
his "Stooge" 

VERA MeNARY 

THE KANSAS CITY 

"KIDDIES' REVUE" Produced by CHARLES LEE 



Ahalf -hour weekly stage -show and broad- 
cast that ran for 520 performances over 

a period of ten years was the result of a 
friendship between Lathrop Backstrom, now 
president of Cook Paint & Varnish Company, 
and Charles Lee Adams. Backstrom and Adams 
were members of the 356th Infantry, 89th 
Division in World War I. 

Adams turned up in Kansas City in 1932, 
thinking perhaps his years of stage experience 
might be useful in radio. Backstrom sent him 
to WHB. There was no "job" open -but as 
usual, when promising talent appeared, Don 
and John set out to create an opportunity for 
the applicant. They persuaded John W. Jen- 
kins III and Frank Howard of the Jenkins 
Music Company to sponsor a weekly program 

1 
which Adams created and titled the Kiddies 
Revue. 

Adams auditioned hundreds of small fry, 
built an orchestra of child performers, en- 

I ; _. 
listed the aid of Kansas City's dancing schools, 
planned routines, suggested costumes, wrote a 
theme song and each week's scripts -and for 
eight years produced a weekly show which 
he emceed as "Charles Lee." It carried on 
for two years after Adams left WHB ... but 
no other producbr could quite make it "click" 
as Adams had done. He was a marvel of in- 
genuity, patience, kindness and diplomacy - 
dealing with jealous mothers and child per- 
formers who often displayed unexpected twists 
of temperament. Each week, out of chaos and 
bedlam, Adams turned in a smooth performance 
and a finished "production." An entire genera- 
tion of young Kansas City performers learned 
stage technique from "Charles Lee." 

Outstanding among them is Vera Claire 
McNary, of the Kansas City Philharmonic, 
whose "Marimba Co -Eds" are a flashy new 
sensation in the entertainment world, touring 
the United States, Canada and the Caribbean. 



JACK TODD (above) 
announced, sang hymns, 
was program director. 
He now manages KAKE 
in Wichita, Kansas. 

a r iN n ITT7'c15W) 
operated recording equipment, 
wrote programs, and "pinch 
hit" generally. Now operates 
KIND, Independence, Kansas. 

"MOUSE" STRAIGHT GLI 

(above) was first WHB Conti- '- 
nuity Editor, wrote famous 1933 9; 

Year Book. Is now Advertising c' 

Manager, Spencer Chemical Co. 

KATZ' First "Million Dollar Sale" RADIO SHOW 
THE SCENE BELOW is in Kansas City's "Con- 

vention Hall ", now razed to make way for 
its $6,000,000 Municipal Auditorium. The oc- 
casion was the climax of Katz Drugs' first 
"Million Dollar Sale" in 1930. Attractions 
were an auction sale of Katz merchandise and 

"WHB Radio Show ". Les Jarvies was master 
of ceremonies. The crowd was almost too big 
for police to handle. Evolution of this idea 
is annual "Katz Concert" in Municipal Audi- 
torium, presenting Kansas City's Philharmonic 
Orchestra and world- famous guest artists. 
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GLENN STEBBINS (above) 
was Secretary of K. C. Live- 
stock Exchange; broadcast 
daily market reports. 

"BELLE NEVINS" (below) 
was radio "stage name" for 
Mrs. Cliff Johnston, popular 
vocalist on daily program. 

C'-.410111 .. 

TOMMY WRAY (above) 
succeeded Stebbins; was 
popular livestock market 
reporter for several years. 

THE NORTH SIDE MUNICIPAL COURT 
TO PROVIDE a morning half -hour of "public 

service" programming designed to reduce 
traffic accidents, WHB conceived the idea of 
broadcasting court proceedings against persons 
arrested for speeding and other traffic viola- 

tions, by remote control, direct from the court- 
room. With Judge Tom Holland on the bench 
and Prosecutor Tom Gershon the broadcasts 
proved sensational; cut traffic death rate 44c:'('-; 
and were imitated in 26 American cities. 



LES JARVIES, Comedian, and 
ALLEN FRANKLIN, M. C. 
sparked "Jones Radio Revue" - 
with Ruth Younge's Orchestra 
and WHB vocalists as entertain- 
ers. Jarvies and Franklih gave 
daily humorous skit. 

EDDIE AND JIMMIE DEAN (above) 
shown here with Mel & John presented 
half -hour programs for Crazy Crystals. Duo 
later scored success in Hollywood. 

THE "JONES RADIO REVUE" 
Sales promotion manager of The Jones Store, 

J. V. Hopkins, had idea for a daily noon hour of 
free broadcast entertainment for store's cus- 
tomers- presenting the "WHB Farmers' Hour" 

and a variety show titled the "Jones Radio 
Revue." For almost two years, an average oL 
1400 people daily attended broadcast in store 
auditorium. 



JACK GROGAN 
FROM NEW YORK CITY, where he is program 

manager of NBC's flagship stations WNBC 
and WNBC -FM, John M. Grogan wrote on 
WHB's 30th birthday: 

"Six of WHB's 30 years -from 1934 to 
1939- represent some of my happiest and 
most productive. The twelve years, 48 states 
and eight countries I've gone through since 
haven't dimmed my memories of wonderful 
people and experiences I knew while on the 
staff at the old Alma Mater. 

with DIXIE'S LUMBERJACKS 

"Every day was a new experience -some 
startling, some screwball, some tragic, some 
hilarious -but most of them unforgettable. I 
remember a March day in 1939 when I was 
the first male ever to broadcast from the 
swimming pool of the Y.W C A Y- 
double-yuh, that is!. 

"And the characters who crowded into our 
'Man -on- the -Street' mikes at the Midland 
Theatre -the merchants, housewives, judges 
and bums who all wanted to get their two - 
cents -worth said! Like the kindly, sweet -faced, 
white -haired old lady who latched onto the 
mike and flailed a local politician in language 
qualifying her for membership in the Truck 
Drivers' Local. 

"I remember the WHB Christmas Cupboard 
programs where we pulled in carloads of can- 
ned foods 'for needy families. And broadcasts 
from the 'glass bowl studios'- window remotes 
from John Maguire's store on Grand Avenue, 
with crazy, wonderful Les Jarvies! I remember 

and the STYLE AND SMILE LEADERS 
Andy Anderson Les Jarvies 

Jack Grogan Lou Kemper 

Charles Lee and the Kiddies' Revue . . . the 
3,971st Staff Frolic ... and the incomparable 
Virge Bingham. First- timers to the Frolic were 
hard to convince of Virge's blindness because 
he was so uncannily at home on the 12th 
floor, and never fumbled or stumbled . .. And 
the American Royals we covered! -the parades 
-the sports -and special events of every hue 
and color! 

"But I remember best the spring day in 
1934 when my home telephone rang, with 
Jack Todd calling to tell me I was to start 
at WHB next week, on the staff! It didn't 
matter that it was for S10 a week . . . or 
that I was to make my air debut as 'Melody 
Mike and His Mountaineers' . or that the 
sponsor was Feenamint. At last I was a radio 
man and my future lay brightly ahead of me! 
Thanks for everything, and an even happier 
sixtieth anniversary!" 

1! 



THE HARL SMITH ORCHESTRA 
PERENNIAL favorites in Kansas City and on WHB, 
Harl's orchestra has been at Sun Valley, Idaho, 

since the world- famous Union Pacific resort opened 
in 1936 -was "staff band" at WHB in 1931 -34. 
Photo above shows the original group at The Kansas 
City Club in 1933 -photo at right, in 1952. In 
Ketchum, Idaho, Harl (photo at left) operates the 
Chrysler agency; "Brute" Hurley sells Chrysler cars; 
Paul Bragg is Utoco gasoline distributor; Hap Miller 
has an appliance and record store. 

MEC:UiRICK 
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HURLEY BRAGG MILLER 

POSTER below heralded 
Harl's appearance at Hotel 
Bellerive and over WHB 
in 1944. 

"I'Ni LIVING MY LIFE 
FOR You" 
Band's theme was written 
by Harl and Nick. A Hal 
Kemp recording is now a 
collector's item. 

....y,,t -.....,.?!.,,. 



1141 IN 1 :1 litSe I, 
111;111Q111111:3;, 

--"411111111111hei4 

r 

1 E 
-. Eli 

())7,1 61:1:1:131 

ARCS MEMORIES of the old days" at WHB 
recall when the band broadcast by remote 

control from Hap Miller's apartment at the 
Coronado -"Studio Z of WHB " -to save the 
boys the trouble of making a trip to WHB 
each afternoon! . . . Of the time they offered 
to give away six -week -old kittens found by 
Peg Smith -and had 407 telephoned requests. 
Harl had announced that Nick McCarrick 
would deliver the kittens in person! . . . Fan 

r 

letters suggested the band should have a girl 
singer. The boys built it up -said they had 
selected one -and that she would appear on 
a certain date. The day arrived and Nick's 
little girl, aged three, sang a chorus of their 
theme. "And I never heard it done better," 
writes Harl. . Photo below shows the 
orchestra in 1944 on outdoor terrace at Sun 
Valley Lodge. In the background is the skat- 
ing rink. At Sun Valley, they skate all summer. 

.7 
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bIllwAt 
"RED" NICHOLS JOHN CAMERON SWAYZ 

FROM THE Muehlebach Grill in 1933, Red 
Nichols and His Orchestra began a dance - 

band parade which for many months included 
Isham Jones, Henry King, Freddy Martin, 
George Hamilton, Gus Arnheim, Ben Pollack, 
Barney Rapp, Nye Mayhew, Paul Pendarvis, 
Dell Coon, Benny Meroff, Carl "Deacon" 
Moore, Earl Burtnett, Boyd Raeburn, Carlos 
Molina, Herbie Kay (with Dorothy Lamour 
as vocalist), Art Jarrett and Eleanor Holm, 
Henry Halstead (Clarence Rand, vocalist), and 
many others. 

became WHB's featured newscaster in 1935, 
broadcasting a quarter -hour three times daily 
from the Journal -Post. 

JACK WILCHER 
who wrbte lyrics for 
WHB's Theme Song. 
Now a New York 
agency executive, he 
writes commercial 
jingles and popular 

"THE SONGCOPATORS" and t TVproduc 
Radio 

Vocal trio organized at WHB, who latei joined "Red" Nichols 
and were on Kellogg's NBC show from New York. 

RUSS CROWELL GEORGE BACON JACK WILCHER 



1 

"Pete" Swayze recalls a muffed remote con- 
trol signal, when he blew his nose just as his 
WHB mike was cut in. "Listeners heard 
what sounded like a tremendous Bronx cheer," 
he says. "It was one of my most embarrassing 
moments." This photo is of Swayze, the 
Camel' News Caravan TV newscaster of today. 



DICK SMITH 
Joined WHB staff in 1933 
as announcer. Produced 
hundreds of commercial 
shows; became newscaster, 
War Program Manager, 
Chief of Newsbureau, Pro- 
gram Director. 

LES JARVIES 
ALLEN FRANKLIN 
NORVELL SLATER 
JACK TODD 

SOL BOBROV 
and the 

KANSAS CITY CLUB 

ORCHESTRA 

On his first "job," Bobrov, a violinist, became WHB Musical 
Director after graduation from K. U. In his memorable orches- 
tra pictured below are three to -be members of the K. C. Phil- 
harmonic; Lois Kraft, harpist; Ralph Stevens, cello (bass) ; 

Herb Johnston, drums. Connie Morris played piano; George 
Morris, trumpet; Frank Wagner, saxophone. Jimmie Atkins 
played guitar. He and Zerlina Nash were vocalists. 
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JIMMIE ATKINS 
A "crooner" who plays his 
own guitar. At WHB two 
years, leaving to form a 
trio with Ernie Newton 
and Les Paul. Later with 
Fred Waring; now a pro- 
ducer at KOA, Denver. 

COUNT BASIE 
Featured on WHB for three 
years. "WHB is just won- 
derful," the Count writes. 
"I will always remember 
that you started me. Any 
time I needed cash, John 
would send me to Jenkins 

if 
and that wonderful organ. 
At times when there wasn't 
a spot open, Don would 
still give me the good cash 

. One day Don played 
with an idea for a piano 
spot in the afternoon for 
me, and I sang "Sunny 
Side of the Street." After 
the show, Don said: 
" Cóunt, everything is O.K. 
-but would you care if 
the vocal were cut ?" 



BOB CALDWELL, JR. 
Bob came to WHB from the University of 
Missouri in 1933; established the Newsbureau 
when WHB's exchange news arrangement with 
Kansas City Journal -Post was dissolved in 
1937. Broadcast news and special events. 

VIC DAMON 
Vic installed and operated the WHB record- 
ing laboratory, Kansas City radio's first, at 
the Penthouse Studios in 1935. Night -time 
Mutual programs were transcribed for day- 
time broadcast until WHB secured full -time 
license. 

LINDSEY G. RIDDLE 
Lindsey was a resourceful member of WHB's 
engineering staff; left to join WDSU, New 
Orleans, where he is now chief engineer of 
AM, FM and TV operations. 

"BUBS" BOYLE 
Harold A. Boyle, from Northwestern Univer- 
sity, joined WHB as a salesman. He is best 
remembered for his K.U. -0, Notre Dame -80 
football play -by -play broadcast from South 
Bend; and as "The Irish Reporter ", WHB's 
first "Man -On- The -Street." 

SUMMERTIME ON WHB's "MARINE DECK" 



WAUHILLAU LaHAY Recalls "Those Good 
THAT TIME -WORN old cliche, one big 

happy family, isn't a cliche at all when I 
think about those old days at WHB. And I'm 
lucky enough to relive them often here in 
New York when I run into Jack "Sonny" 
Grogan and Kay Storm and Jack Wilcher 
and Lou O'Connor Wilcher and a lot of other 
ex- WHB -ers. 

The first thing I always think of is my first 
show, "The Gadabout." I was scared simple. 
Bingham and Wells, the two blind pianists - 
singers, were on the show with me and the 
boys knew I was in the throes of a terrible 
case of mike -fright. Just before airtime, Virge 
turned around and "looked" at me and said, 
"Honey, if you get scared, just look at me 
and I'll wink at you." That shocked me back 
to normal and, I think and hope, the program 
went over. At least it stayed on the air all 
the time I was in Kansas City. 

Virge always fascinated me. He knew every 
one of us by our steps. He'd call out the phone 
number you had just dialed. He could re- 
member everybody's key - even on "Staff 
Frolic." I used to tag around after him to 
watch him amaze others as he did me. 

As a matter of fact, it's a wonder I ever 
wrote all those thousands upon thousands of 
programs and announcements. I don't see how 
I ever had the time because I was so busy 
watching and listening to Harl Smith's band 
and begging Loru Bailey to sing "I Didn't 
Know What Time It Was" and asking Sol 
Bobrov to play "African Lament" and shooting 
the breeze with Vera Cottingham at the switch- 
board and playing "battleship" with Mouse 
Straight and Ann Campbell and listening to 
Dick Smith's newest stories and- dreaming up 
tricks to play on Russell Pratt. 

But write 'em I did -and was on most of 
the programs 1 wrote. I well remember the 
night at the Muehlebach Plantation Grill that 
Don Davis introduced me to a Major Glueck. 
"You're our new home economist," said Don, 
"and this is your sponsor." In no time at all, 
I was wearing a longer dress and a hair net 
and lecturing to three hundred women on how 
to boil water! "Mrs. Bliss and Her Magic 
Kitchen" was the program's legit title, but 
nobody but nobody at WHB ever called it 
anything but "Mrs. Blitch and Her Magic 
Kissin' "! And I learned to cook, by gum! 

The memories come in flashes . . . one 
of the "Girls of the Golden West" who always 
wore gold sandals to the studio . . . the day 

DOROTHY * WAUHILLAU 

I was making an announcement and pro- 
claimed that "WHB broadcast from sun -up 
to dawn every day" ... Norvell Slater's wed- 
ding with the kids in the studio (Ruth Lyons 
at the piano) broadcasting the nuptial music 

. the name and character of "Betty Gay" 
I created for a hosiery shop chain -now their 
"trade mark" . .. Herb Cook, "The Oklahoma 
Joy Boy" and the Three Little Words . . . 

Russ Pratt and I, both unable to carry a tune, 
joining serious Jess Kirkpatrick, to his sur- 
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DOROTHY LAMOUR AND HERBIE KAY 
at the MUEIILEBACII GRILL 



Old Days at WHB" 

prise, as he sang "For You" . WHB's Ad 
Club show at the Kansas City Club when De 
Wolf Hopper did 'his wonderful "Casey at 
the Bat" and Russ Pratt, in the guise of an 
English radio man, preceded Ed Kobak's fine 
speech with the most sensational half -hour 
I ever heard . . . that hillbilly woman singer 
who put on complete stage make -up including 
beaded eyelashes for every performance . . . 

Cec Widdifield's wonderful French accent on 
a Lucky Tiger hair tonic program . . . Jack 
Todd's fan who wrote him passionate love 
letters every day and signed them, after pour- 
ing out her undying love in every line, "Yours 
Truly." . . . Blanche La Bow and her songs 

. ethereal Belle Nevins . . . the Nortnside 
Municipal Court broadcasts and the laughs we 
had over the characters - including all the 
"John Does" who were pinched in a Chester- 
field Club raid. 

"The Story Behind the Song" was a brain- 
child of mine and, I understand, went on for 
years. And "Kitty Kelly" and "Montgomery 
Ward's Christmas Lady" and all those others 
I used to write and announce. I should prob- 
ably be proudest of a slogan I coined for the 
Gorman Furniture Company - "B. Gorman - 

wise, Economize." Yipe! 

There weren't singing commercials then, but 
we sang 'em! Any of us- including salesmen 
-pinch hit when an announcer didn't get to 
the microphone on time. Even Goldie and 

WAUHILLAU LAHAY 

"THE GADABOUT" 

John T. Schilling used to be heard occasion- 
ally. 

And those parties Charlie Cook used to 
give for us! WHAT food! John Wahlstedt 
always sang and Lou O'Connor played and 
the whole gang entertained. 

Doggone it, Don and John, can I come back? 

THE "JUBILESTA" OPENING * 1936 

BRYCE B. SMITH 
DICK SMITH 
DAVE RUBINOFF 
GEORGE GOLDMAN 
BEN BERNIE 
HENRY F. McELROY 

' BOB BURNS 
RUSSELL LUGER 
JOHN CAMERON 

SWAYZE 

1 

tl 
' i yy 

-*$A`'w 



WHB WINS VARIETY "SHOWMANSHIP" 

EDUARDO HELLMUND 
Lit 

JESS KIRKPATRICK 
ERSONALITIES, programs, push and promo- ' led to Variety's award in 1936. Among 

the "personalities" were Eduardo Hellmund, 
WHB Travel Man, now living in Caracas, 
Venezuela, who with Don Davis staged Kan- 
sas City's first amateur "Skating Carnival" 
and its first "International Travel Show" . 

Jess Kirkpatrick, now a radio, TV and motion 

CHARLES GUSSMAN 

picture actor in Hollywood . "Chuck" 
Gussman, now of Bucks County, Pa., radio 
writer . . . Dr. Russell Pratt, now an adver- 
tising agent in Pittsburgh . . . the late Virgil 
Bingham, sensational blind pianist, vocalist 
and arranger . . . Herb Cook, composer and 
pianist who organized and trained the "Three 
Little Words" appearing with Phil Spitalney. 

4 

DR. RUSSELL PRATT JAMES ROOSEVELT VIRGIL BINGHAM 

ICE CLUB "SKATING CARNIVAL" 

HERB COOK 

AT PLA -MOR ARENA 

,. 



AWARD AS BEST DAYTI11ME STATION 

JESS * BENNY FIELDS JESS * DR. PRATT 
sTAGE ATTRACTION at Travel Show, pro- 

duced by Charles Lee, and presented twice 
daily for a week, featured numbers by "Red" 
Nichols and His Five Pennies, the "Songco- 
pators" and Jess Kirkpatrick . specialties 
by members of the WHB staff . and 
dancers from the "Kiddies' Revue." A bathing 
beauty contest, won by Dorothy Quackenbush, 
provided a "line" of show girls. Script for the 
production was written by Arnold Isenburg 
and Al Stine. 

From Hollywood, Jess Kirkpatrick writes: 
"My first and fondest memory of WHB is 
that it is the station of opportunity. Many of 
us in the radio and TV field here in Holly- 
wood got our start at WHB. Everyone was 
so wonderful that I shall always treasure the 
friendships I made there." 

VERNON HOYT, Variety's Kansas City correspondent, 
presents "Showmanship Plaque" to Don Davis for 
WHB. 

DOROTHY t< IJACK EN B[: SH 

"INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL SHOW" AT AUDITORIUM 
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ON THE AIR DAILY 
DAWN TO DUSK 

JOHN T RCHILLDIO. GENt*AL MANAGER 
DON DAVIS. PRESIDENT 

1M'THIS IS THE MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM' 
I WHEN WHB CELEBRATED its 15th Anniversary in 1937, Kansas City's downtown streets 

VW were decorated with flags and banners. For Bob Landry of Variety, WHB even had 
elephants! The staff gathered for a birthday party at a favorite spot, the Savoy Grill . and 
WHB fed Mutual the first coast -to -coast broadcast ever to originate from the new Municipal 
Auditorium . 15,000 people, responding to invitations broadcast only over WHB (no 
newspaper publicity) jam- packed the Arena to see the WHB show. "Great heavens!" exclaimed 
George Goldman, the auditorium manager, "how did all these people find out about it ?" 
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