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LLISTENERS'
MIKE

Trashy Programs

Mrs. Damater voices my sentiments
entirely. Of all the trashy, cheap dra-
matic material on the air (don’t mis-
understand me—there are many good
programs on the air for adults) the
children’s programs are the worst
and the kindest thing I can say about
them is that they keep the children
quiet during their duration—at what
price!

For advertisers to take advantage
of adults through their children is
unfair to say the least. Parents have
a hard enough time getting their
children to eat the right things ( or
not to eat the wrong) without food
companies (mainly the sponsors of
child programs) cramming their ad-
vertising (and thus their products)
down childish throats.

I'm for some simple and sane
child programs minus the undesir-
able thrills—and DE-COMMERCIAL.-
IZED.—Mrs. Dorothy Orth, Chicago,
nl.

[ ] [ ] [ ]

Her Problem, Too

. . . Mrs. I. Damater has expressed
my problem, too. After school my boy
does just as this mother’s boy, then
asks about the programs. Between
these stories, recording programs—
and now our local station has politi-
tal speeches—there isn’t much left.
.. —Mrs. Charles Grieme, Edinburgh,
.

[ ] [ ] [ ]

Agrees

I was deeply interested in Mrs. I.
Damater’s letter. I agree with her
that the highly dramatic programs of
the type she describes are harmful to
children. Our best doctors say so,
and they should know. Many mothers
pay no attention to the unsuitable
programs that their children listen
to, and then complain because their
children are nervous. Such programs
cannot produce good mental health.
I have four boys, and I admit that it
is a problem to get them to listen to
the proper programs, (willingly.)
There are a number of fine programs
for children on the air, so let’s try to
teach our children to apprecicate
them.—Mrs. George Randolph, Crown
Point, Indiana,

Listeners, this is your page. Your
letters concerning the magazine,
the programs, or other letters, will
be welcome. Please hold your
“scripts” to one hundred words.
Address “Listeners’ Mike.”

Add Protest

I wish to add my protest to that of
Mrs. I. Damater, regarding children’s
programs. Some of these programs
would be all right, if the children of
the nervous type, who take these pro-
grams seriously could dial to some-
thing else.

Two of the best programs on the
air today for children are “Fairy
Tales and other stories” by Spareribs,
and Joe Kelly and his pet pals. If
these programs came on the air at
the same time the others do, they
would not only have a much larger
audience but would run a strong com-
petition to some of the chain pro-
grams for children. . . .While speak-
ing of programs I would like to men-
tion the Devotional period conducted
by Jack Holden. There is one fault I
find with that program. It is just 15
minutes too short. In my opinion it
is without doubt the finest hymn pe-
riod on the radio. . . —Mrs. W. H.
Maxson, Cassopolis, Mich.

Same Opinion

After reading Mrs. I. Damater’s
letter on small children’s programs, I
must say I have been of the same
opinion ever since we have had a
radio. I have always felt such pro-
grams were a detriment to a small
child’s emotions. . . .And my two boys
aren’t allowed to listen to them.

Here’s where we hand the flowers
to Spareribs. I never have to go in
and listen to see what kind of enter-
tainment they are getting. Also Joe
Kelly’s programs are one of the very
finest small children’s programs ever
put on. I wonder if Joe realizes how
diligently the little ones carry out his
instructions. . . —Mrs. Oscar Barie-
ther. Mattoon, I1l.
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No Slaps

It is all right to slap sometimes but
I do not think the announcers need
slapping as one from Hampshire, Illi-
nois, said. We enjoyed the announcers
interviewing Wyn Orr and imagine
he enjoyed it, too, from the way he
laughed.—Mrs. Cleda Thomas and
Mother, Anderson, Ind.
[ ] [ ] [ ]

Skips Snoozing

. . .« My husband and I think the
hours from 8:00 p.m. EST to 1:00
a.m, EST on Saturday the best pro-
grams on the air, and that is the only
night we lose any sleep over radio
programs. . . —Mrs. E. R. Gearinger,
Frederick, Md.

[ ] [ ] [ ]

Likes Coon Crick

.+ . The Weekly makes me feel as
if I belonged to your “family” after
reading the stories in the magazine.
. . . Am sorry the Thursday night
Coon Crick Social had to be discon-~
tinued, as I liked them very much. . .
~—Robert Fowler, Fairmont, S. C.

Poor Dogies

I do not wish to be a knocker and
still I do not like the way some artists
sing “The Cowboy’s Dream,” drawl-
ing it out like the last wail of a dying
cat. I recently heard some artists
singing that lovely song and the way
they made those poor little dogies roll
on or run was a case for the humane
society.—Mrs. E. P. Ford, Benton
Harbor, Mich.

STAND BY!

BURRIDGE D. BUTLER, Publisher
Copyright, 1935, Prairie Farmer Publishing Co.
1230 Washington Blvd., Chicago

Indianapolis: 17 West Market Street
New York City: 250 Park Avenue

Subscription Price, $1.00 a Year
Single Copy, 5 cents
Issued Every Saturday

Appiication for entry as second-class mat-
ter Is pending.

JULIAN T. BENTLEY, Editor
VoLuME 1 NUMBER 7
March 30, 1935

on the

Radio Plays
Mean Hours of
Exacting Work

HE clock on the

studio wall

reads two-
thirty.

The announcer
speaks into the open
microphone. “Your
next feature will be
a radio drama en-
titled . . .” So com-
mences & typical
radio play.

But before that
program is ready for
the air, no less than
15 and perhaps as
many as 30 hours of
concentrated prepa-
ration have been
necessary.

Suppose we trace
the course of that
particular play from
the inception of
the original idea,
through to the last
note of the music
which concludes the
show.

Take for example,
Miss Aileen Neff, a
successful free-lance
writer, comparatively new to the
broadcasting field, and about whom
a separate story might be written.
Miss Neff wants to write a three-act,
30-minute drama. Vaguely an idea
scurries through her active mind, but
she can’t quite grasp it.

Maybe she brews a pot of tea. Per-
haps takes a stroll. Anything to
clarify the blurred impression which
she feels will make an outstanding
play. At any rate she is mentally
active, bringing into cooperation
every last trick to corral that idea.
It may take but a few minutes . ..
it may take hours, even days, before
the dawning light of clarified plot
construction shines through the fog
of engulfing rejections, and lies, fig-
uratively speaking, spread out before
her.

She has decided what she wants to
do. The plot is clear in her mind.
Now—to work it out. To present it so
that at no time does interest lessen,
yet so that the “punch” or climax will
remain unsuspected until the end.

So—it goes. Planning, writing, re-
writing, scrapping sheet after sheet,
until the manuscript is completed.
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By
WYN
ORR

When finis has been written at the
end she goes over it again and un-
doubtedly again and finally the show
is ready for submission to the dra-
matic editor of the station.

Miss Neff delivers her opus, hoping
for a prompt reading and decision.
Eventually the dramatic editor goes
over her show, line by line, cue by
cue, viewing with a hyper-critical eye
every situation, speech and sound ef-
fect. He balances each sequence in
his mind. Literally, he “sees” the
show as it will sound on the air—if
he accepts it.

Assume that he does accept it, for
very few of Miss Neff’s scripts are re-
turned, merely, “with thanks.,” The
next step is to the desk of the con-
tinuity editor, who in turn checks it
over, makes revisions, and, accepting
the judgment of the dramatic editor,
initials O. K.

So far in the life of that manu-
script, it has found its way from a
vague impression, through varying
chaos to complete form for radio
presentation. But not by the margin
of a great many hours is it ready for
the air.

3}

Kilocycles

“Shoosh,” says Direc-
tor Wyn Orr silently as
he directs Mary Thomp-
son, Al Halus, Dorothy
McDonald, Marie Nelson.

From the hands
of the stenograph-
ers to whom it has
been sent by the
continuity editor, it
goes to the dramatic
production man who
is to prepare the
show for the air. A
cast has to be se-
lected. Sound ef-
fects itemized. Mu-
sic appropriate to
the theme and pe-
riods of the play se-
lected or written
especially for the
production. Re-
hearsals, then the
actual ‘“work” or
line and sound se-
quences.

Let’s drop into the
studio where a pre-
dress rehearsal is
being staged. Much
of the “weighing”
and preliminary
work has already
been accomplished.
In the control room
is the production
man. In his hand is the inevitable
insistent, demanding master of all air
shows—the tell-tale “stop watch,” by
means of which each half-minute of
the production is marked.

In the studio, the cast is gathered
about one microphone. Immediately
in front of a second “mike” is the
sound technician with his various ef-
fects. At a third microphone, and
perhaps a fourth, the orchestra is
placed. Silence is called in the studio.
Every eye is fastened on the face of
the director. He gives the signal to
begin.

The rehearsal actually starts. From
this point on, thanks to the previous
reading, effect, and music goings-over
every active member of the cast and
orchestra has had, things run
smoothly it is hoped.

Through the various sequences. In-
to one act, and so into another, until
the script is concluded. No pauses
unless for intentional dramatic effect.
No “breaking-up” on lines. Nothing
stops the progress of the rehearsal.
For—as each line is characterized, as
each situation is developed, that little
hand on the directors (To page 13)
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Mrs. Franklin D, Rosevelt will
launch the early diagnosis campaign
of the National Tuberculosis Associa-
tion with a nationwide plea for co-
operation tonight (Saturday, March
30,) at 7:45 p. m. CST. over an
NBC-WJZ network. Her specific topic
will be “The Health and Safety of
Our Children.”

‘Speaking before a Tuberculosis As-
sociation meeting in Washington, D.
C., Mrs. Roosevelt will be introduced
to the radio audience by Dr. Kendall
Emerson, managing director of the
Association. Incidental music will be
furnished by the U. S. Marine Band.

Local meetings of the 2,000 affiliat-
ed Tuberculosis Associations in the
United States are being held for the
special purpose of listening to Mrs.
Roosevelt’s broadcast.

The use of radio receiving sets in
automobiles and trucks has been in-
creasing with astonishing rapidity.
An unexpected development has come
in connection with the big cross-
country trucks, many of which drive
all night. According to the National
Safety Council, one of the serious
causes of accidents is that the truck
drivers doze off to sleep. The installa-
tion of radio sets has become im-
portant in preventing such accidents,
because they keep the driver awake
through the long, montonous hours
of the night.

The Ford Sunday Evening Hour,
one of the most popular symphonic
programs on the air and heard over
the largest commercially-sponsored
network in the world, has renewed
its contract for another extended
series of programs over the Columbia
Broadcasting System. These distin-
guished concerts, featuring world-
famous guest artists with the Ford
Symphony Orchestra and Chorus di-
rected by Victor Kolar, will continue
to be heard over the nationwide Co-
lumbia network every Sunday, from
8 to 9 p.m,, CST.

Maxwell Turner, Columbia an-
nouncer recently assigned to CBS in
New York from WEAN, the network’s
Providence, R. I., outlet, arrived well-
equipped to take care of himself in
repartee. But he found himself no
match for David Ross, who can quip
with the best of them. As they were
introduced the following exchange
was heard:

Ross: And where are you from, Mr.
Turner?

Turner: I was weaned at WEAN.

Ross: Oh, so you came to New York
to learn your WABC’s?

FLASHES

Health o
Name o

Jerusalem, London and New York
will be linked by radio for a special
program to be broadcast over an
NBC-WJZ network in celebration of
the 10th anniversary of the dedication
of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem
on Tuesday, April 2, from 8:30 to
9:30 p. m., CST. Dr. Judah L. Magnes,
chancellor of the university, will
speak from Jerusalem and Sir Her-
bert Samuel and James de Roths-
child will be heard from London.
Other speakers will be guests at the
banquet being held that evening at
the Hotel Plaza, New York.

Mrs. Willis N. Graham of the Chi-
cago Motor Club will deliver a five
minute talk on safety in motoring
during the Little Brown Church pro-
gram at 9:30 a.m. Sunday, March
31. Dr. John W. Holland, pastor of
the Little Brown Church, will intro-
duce Mrs, Graham as guest speaker.

An ardent radio fan, and one of the
oldest veterans among country news-
paper editors, Cal Feezer of Mount
Morris, Illinois, completed an active
and useful life recently. Mr. Feezer
was one of the old timers who learned
how to compose editorials before the
type case, and print in the early days
with a foot-power press, but he was
still quick to take up with the good
features of radio.,

Sigmund Romberg, who is heard on
NBC Saturday night, makes no apol-
ogies for being superstitious. The
famed composer always starts and
finishes writing a show with the same
pencil, which he destroys on the night
of dress rehearsals. He doesn’t shave
or have his hair cut, either, until he
has finished the show. Only his
friends could tell him from a Stone
Age man in these periods.

With Major League Baseball teams
limbering up in spring training camps
throughout the south, it is interest-
ing to observe that the first broad-
cast of a baseball game was handled
by the National Broadcasting Com-
pany in 1922, direct from the field,
during the Giants’ and Yankees’
fight for the World’s Series Cham-
pionship.

<4

Honey ®
Ticker [

Weaned
Safety

Morgan L, Eastman, who directs
the orchestra on the NBC Carnation
Contented programs, has many fat
scrapbooks to attest to his gypsy
wanderings. He has played within
the shadow of the glamorous Taj
Mahal; directed an orchestra in
Vienna; was marooned in Armenia
during a Turkish massacre and
roamed the underworld of Paris with
officers of the French Surete.

To eliminate all the guess work
from Eddie Guest's work before the
microphone, the favorite American
poet now brings his own special clock
to the Chicago NBC studios with him
for his Household Musical Memories
programs.

There’s no mistaking the hour, min-
ute and second on this time-piece, be-
cause it’s all shown in black and
white.

Eddie, who despises the stop watch-
es used by most radio folks, now can
tell time to the split second just as
well as the next fellow, and always
knows just how much time he can
take to read his verses.

“Talk about a sweet-running car.
You should have seen mine after I
struck a swarm of bees,” says Slim
Miller of the Cumberland Ridge Run-
ners. “Why, they was honey all over
the windshield.”

(oS, Look
AT THE SIZE
O' THAT SWARM
 \O'BEES HANKS

Slim and Hartford Connecticut
Taylor were driving near McHenry,
Illinois, when they ran into a dense
swarm of migratory bees. Slim was
forced to apply the brakes immedi-
ately because his windshield was
completely covered with bee-casul-
ties. Fortunately, none of the honey-
collectors managed to get inside the
sedan.

Bema=r 1'

Useful Field for
Radio Opening

By Arthur C. Page

VER since radio broadcasting be-
E gan, a dozen years ago, there
has been talk of utilizing this
new force to enrich the teaching
schedules in public schools. Many at-
tempts have been made, and with in-
creasing success, so that now it seems
safe to predict that within a year or
two the radio class period in the pub-
lic school may
| become very

| general.
|  There have
been several ob-
stacles to the
successful work-
ing out of such
plans, one of
them being that
schools were not
equipped with
radio sets, and
neither were
broadcasting
stations equipped to supply the type
of broadcasts necessary. Both of
these conditions are changing. Many
schools now are being equipped with
receiving sets, which are used to pick
up occasional special broadcasts for
the entire school, or otherwise are
used during the lunch hour or during
recess to listen just for entertain-

ment.

To the uninitiated, it might seem
comparatively simple to bring a well-
trained educator or lecturer to the
broadcasting station and have him
put on a fifteen-minute lecture suit-
able for the audience of school pupils.
It is not so simple.

What Subjects Are Suitable?

In the first place, of course, some
subjects are wholly unsuited to this
type of teaching. Subjects consid-
ered suitable are travelogues allied
with the local school studies of geog-
raphy, history or economics, biogra-
phy, better speech, dramatization of
historic events. Another type of pro-
gram already used quite extensively
in Southern Wisconsin, and to a cer-
tain extent nationally, is music ap-
preciation. This lends itself admir-
ably to a radio program for the class-
room. Incidentally, there is no law
against parents listening in and
learning at the same time what is
presented to their children.

One of the problems in selecting
subjects suitable, is that different
schools and localities vary consider-
ably in their courses of study. To

Mr. Page
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be of best service, educational broad-
casts of this kind should be sched-
uled well in advance, and school-
teachers should have the schedule so
that they can fit together the class
work and the broadcast.

Cannot Replace Teacher

It would be a mistake for anyone
to think radio instruction can ever
replace any important part of the in-
struction given by the teacher. Its
function should be to enrich and am-
plify the teacher’s work, just as if she
had an opportunity to invite a dis-
tinguished traveler, historian or writ-
er to come into the classroom for a
15-minute face-to-face visit with the
class.

School-teachers very naturally are
inclined to say: “When will we ever
find time for anything of that sort?
Our day in the schoolroom is already
crowded so full that there are many
things we would like to do but can’t.”
The answer, of course, is that any
such school work presented over the
air must be good enough to justify its
place as a part of the regular class
work. Until it is good enough, schools
cannot be expected to take it up.

Under the sponsorship of practi-
cally all leading educational groups
in Wisconsin, a daily school of the air

-+
=
-
—

is put on Station WHA at Madison.
This is received on school radio sets
in 61 counties of the state. The
schools have a definite fifteen-minute
period in the morning and in the af-
ternoon to listen to the radio class
period. This work, now in its third
year, claims a definite enrollment of
45,000 pupils, and its success is ac-
claimed by the fact that the enroll-
ment has increased each year.

An unusual discovery reported by
many teachers, is that their pupils
are at the peak of mental alertness
directly following the broadcast les-
son. They find that by giving the
toughest assignments at that time of
day, the pupils are more responsive
and do more thorough work.

The Wisconsin course includes such
subjects as nature study, history,
travel, book reviews, musical appre-
ciation, rhythm and dramatic games,
and once a week a news digest pre-
pared especially for children. Of
these subjects, the most popular is
the one related to music.

Eventually, it is predicted, school
boards will supply receiving sets as
part of the necessary equipment, just
the same as any other equipment.
How soon this will be done depends
on how soon broadcasting stations
prepare to supply programs so,good
that they cannot be overlooked.

A typical rural school which could profit by the propel: type of educa-
tion by radip intellicently prepared and properly presented.

+(5p
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gone by since last we sat down

together for a visit and a chat
about our mutual friends. -But now
that we’re together again, let’s air
several of the events which have come
to light.

SEVEN full, interesting days have

Miss Geraldine Lowe, of Robinson,
Illinois, is curious about the identity
of the person who plays Virginia Lee
thrice weekly in the Virginia Lee and
Sunbeam program. Virginia Lee, who
writes the show, always plays the
part. Jimmie Morris is Frank Dane.

From Berwyn, Illinois, Mrs. Weide-
man, asks who plays the part of the
Swede, heard on Uncle Ezra’s coast-
to-coast NBC programs? The Swede
is Robert Johnstone, who also plays
a Swede with Sentimental Selma
(Kathryn Avery) over WBBM-CBS.

Miss Mabel Jane Noble, of Oqu-
awka, Illinois, has been wondering
for some time about Red Foley’s first
name, and if he really wrote the
selection he too infrequently sings,
“Old Shep.” Red was christened
Clyde Julian Foley. And, yes, indeed
Red did write that grand song “Old
Shep.”

Last week we reported that Will-
iam Klein, formerly Continuity Chief
of WBBM-CBS was looking for a
new berth. This week we are happy to
say that Klein has been named head
of the radio department of a prom-
inent Chicago advertising agency.

Pictured at the left is Lew Story—
baritone of the singing-playing Rang-
ers. Lew joined the Rangers in the
fall of 1934,
coming to the
outfit from or-
chestra work.
As well as sing-
ing, Lew bplays
th e saxophone
and clarinet. He
is married, has
been for the
past seven hap-
Py years. Stands
5’ 8. Weighs 150
lbs. Has gray-
blue eyes, with
a friendly sparkle illuminating their
depths when he looks into your own.
‘Wavy black hair, prematurely streak-
ed with gray. Usually wears blue
suits, Is fond of tennis, hand-ball
and baseball. Has been in professional
work for eleven years, in all parts of
the country. Played with Dell Lamps,
and Dan Russo, among other orches-
tras. Lew is one of the most popular
men of the staff, a grand performer,
quiet and sincere.

FANFA

Q.and A. o
LEW o
CHRISTINE o

By WYN ORR

Miss Esther Schultz, of Kenosha,
Wisconsin, writing about the new
Tune-Twisters Act, asks just who is
Christine, who is heard singing, yo-
delling, and speaking during the half-
hour shows. Christine is a Chicagoan
who was christened Christine Smith.
A quiet, fair-haired, pleasant-voiced
little lady, she rapidly won a place
for herself. You'll be hearing things
from Christine.

Mailing from Elkhorn, Wisconsin,
the Earnest R. Somnar family, want
to know who writes Pat Buttram'’s
programs? Does Merton Minnick sing
alone? What does Joe Kelly do when
he doesn’t go to the dentist? Pat
Buttram and quiet scripter Bill Mer-
edith turn out the Pat Buttram early
morning shows for that extensive
overall advertiser. Merton Minnick
does not sing—at least—on the air.
He plays fiddle and piano for the
Rangers. And with a chuckle Joe
says, “When I'm not at the dentist,
I'm worrying about going there, or
relieved to know that I've just been
to see him.

Bertram Levering of Cleveland,
Ohio, would like to know how the
Arkansas Woodchopper started broad-
casting. In itself that is a long story
—but briefly, Arkie had for a long
time fiddled and called square dances
in the vicinity of his home town in
Missouri. One day it was suggested
that he try radio. Arkie demurred—
argued that he didn’t have a decent
instrument—figured how to get a
guitar—then decided to send to Sears
Roebuck for one. He did—and he
pawned his watch to pay for it. A bit
of practice and he was ready for an
audition at KMBC in Kansas City.
He immediately caught on—the sin-
cerity, friendliness and convincing
quality of his voice possessed that
essential ring and personality which
“click”. Since that time Arkie has
been singing to millions.

Homer Griffith, popular Friendly
Philosopher of the Air, is now writing
and presenting six shows weekly over
WJJID, and a like number over WCFL.
Resigning from WLS to go into busi-
ness as a free lance, Homer is crash-
ing through in a big way.

(6]
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Here’s what we found when we
o-punned a letter. Mrs. J. W. Cook-
law of Decatur, Illinois, wants an-
swers to the following questions.
How’s about it? Does George Cook?
What Page is Arthur? Will George
get Biggar? What does Arthur W.
Stowe (away for lunch?) Is Mary
Lawton always Wright? What is
Jack Holden? Does Lulu Belle peal?
Do you Check Stafford? Who does
Ford Rush? Who could Sue Roberts?
Is Reggie Kross? Is Howard Black,
or John Brown?

Reports from the Dominion to the
north, for which the writer harbors a
distinct affection after 18 years, show
that in a recent poll among Canadian
radio set owners, the majority voted
for Commercial Control of Broadcast-
ing, instead of Government Control
as is carried out in England. Inci-
dentally, in Canada there are 63 sta-
tions. In the U. S. 580, according to
a count as of April of last year.

While speaking of figures, it might
be interesting to note that a recent
survey shows there are approximately
twenty-one and a half million sets in
this country.

Wooley the Moth (Cliff Soubier)
of NBC worked up that deep, fuzzy
voice after listening to the voice of
the Big Bad Wolf in the movie ver-
sion of “The Three Little Pigs.”

Mrs. Cliff Soubier and Hazel Do~
pheide are auditioning for a homey,
small-town show, which, if accepted,
will go coast-to-coast for a large re-
tail store chain.

Paul Ash, well-known Chicago
band-leader, is the latest prominent
broadcaster to go Amatuer-Showing.
Will start a half-hour series over a
local station before April 1.

Time to run along, friends . . . so,
until a week from today, we’ll be on
our way. Just remember, though.
We'll be more than happy to answer
the questions you address to the
Weekly in the Weekly. Other inquiries
will find response during our daily
air periods. It’s nice to have had this
chat with you. Goodbye , , .

AN

OPEN MIKE.

SONG

LEARNING °
OLDSTERS o

By TINY STOWE

you didn’t know it!

Everybody has the idea they
know all about radio and how it
should be done—and the truth of it
is, we're all trying to find out just
what makes it “tick.” For instance,
old-time showmen are usually lost
when it comes to putting together
a “show” that will prove entertain-
ing and pleasing when it comes out
of your loud speaker. Yet, just try to
tell one of them that he has some-
thing to learn about radio. Yes, try
it—and then come around and we’ll
have a gay time comparing notes!

RADIO is a queer business—as if

You wouldn’t think radio was far
enough out of its swaddling clothes
to have “stars of the by-gone days,”
would you? Just think back to the
time you got your first set and see if
you can recall some of the old-timers.
Sam ’'n’ Henry, for instance. You
know them now as Amos 'n’ Andy—
so they are not really “by-gones”—
but the initial act is certainly rele-
gated to the past.

How many of you recall Ruth
Muse? Dig around in your files of
old records about 1926 when “Sugar
Babe,” “Tall, Dark and Handsome”
and others of that type were making
their bow as “hit” tunes—and you’ll
find Ruth was singing them all. She
sang over stations throughout the
Mid-West. Ever hear the “Sunflower
Girl”? She lives with her own happy
family in Kansas City.

And how about the ‘“Seven Aces—
All Eleven of Them”—what a time
The Hired Hand used to have with
them for two or three hours every
Saturday and Sunday night!

Paul Wellbaum ripped the keys off
many a studio piano from California
to Alabama—and I expect you’ll find
Paul in or near a mike now, if you
can locate him. Gosh, you get old
mighty young in this business!

Can you imagine the shock of hear-
ing a song that was written years and
years ago—on the spur of the mo-
rent by one of your pals, in honor
of your wife—come rolling out of the
loud speaker? Back in July, 1929,
Earl Hatch, one of the finest piano
players you'll ever meet, was working
as musical director of a station I was
managing. Earl was a great hand to
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BOB

sit down at the piano and reel off a
tune just like you’d snap your fingers.

One day we saw where the old
Showboat, featuring a mutual friend,
Velma Dean, was opening at the Ma-
jestic Theatre in Fort Worth—so we
planned a little party for her after
the show.

Out to Lake Worth we go, half a
dozen couples of us—and Earl sat
down at the piano, and ‘“made up”
a song for Velma. Its title was
“What’s the Reason I'm Not Pleasing
You?” She liked it and put it in her
stage act immediately. We all urged
Earl to publish it—but it was just
another of a dozen or so he’'d written
the same way.

Well, a week after it was written,
Velma and I were married. Six years
later—here we are back in Chicago

. Earl is playing piano for Al
Pearce’s gang out on the coast-—and
imagine our surprise the other night,
sitting in our home with our daugh-
ter, to hear someone sing the identi-
cal song—only with a few changes in
lyrics—on a network show from New
York! Speakin’ of ha’'nts!!

Small chatter: Ask that pleasant-
voiced WGN announcer, Pierre An-
dre, what his real name is some day!
He'll probably say: “Where you from,
friend, St. Paul?” . .. “Cousin Toby"
of the Gillette air show is better
known on the stage as Danny Dun-
can—and headed his own show for
a good many years. ... Dan Hosmer
knows there’s a Santa Claus now!
Last week he came rushing in with a
$200 check for back salary from a
station that closed up some months
ago—and Dan had kissed said $200
goodbye long ago. ... Wonder where
“Curly and Charlie” are these days?
They used to make the welkin ring
from Texas to Minnesota with their
harmony and their clever instrumen-
tation . . . and that's just about
enough “wondering” for one time, or
I'll be “wandering” around in a worse
daze than I usually manage to gen-
erate.

George C. Biggar, before becoming a
program director, spent extended per-
iods in Dallas, Kansas City, and At-
lanta, Georgia, where he organized
and presented daily radio programs.
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No Matter What Your Age
No Need Now to Let

Gray Hair
ai

.,

Now Comb Away Gray This Easy Way
RAY hair is risky. It screams: *‘You
are getting old!” To end gray hair

handicaps all you now have to do is comb

it once a day for several days with a few
drops of Kolor-Bak sprinkled on your comb,

and afterwards regularly once or twice a

week to keep your hair looking nice. Kolor-

Bak is a solution for artificially coloring

gray hair that imparts color and charm and

abolishes gray hair worries. Grayness dis-
appears within a week or two and users re-
port the change is so gradual and so perfect
that their friends forget they ever had a gray
hair and no one knew they did a thing to it.

Make This Trial Test

Will you test Kolor-Bak without risking
a single cent? Then, go to your drug or
department store today and get a bottle of
Kolor-Bak. Test it under our guarantee that
it must make you look 10 years younger and
far more attractive or we will pay
your money.

ey.
FREE Buy a bottle of Kolor-Bak today
and send top flap of carton to
Uni w-7, b44

No Time Like .
Now to Get in— =)

Make $35 to $75 aweek »

It'snotricktomakeupto$12

a day whenyou use yourcarasa McNess
*‘Store on Wheels.” Farmersare buying
everything they canfrom McNess men.
Attractive husiness-getting prizes, also
money-saving deals to customers make

%_ellins McNeais daily necessities 2 8nap.

his Dusi o d h

We Supply Capital — Start Now!
There’s no better work anywhere—
pays well, permanent, need no experience to start and
we supply capital to help you ﬁ/‘ started quick. You
start making money first day. Write at once foy Mc-
Ness Dealer k—tells all—no obligation. (92)

FURST & THOMAS, 193 Adams St., Freeport, Il

WLS

Homemakers' Hour

2:45 P.M.

Mon. Wed. Fri.

GIVEN
AWAY!

Each week, Chappel Brothers, Inc., of
Rockford, Ill., give away to users of

KEN-L-BISKITS

The “Golden Cakes of Energy”
in a “Most Unusual News” Contest

GENUINE SUNBEAM ELECTRIC

MIXMASTERS

PREPARE NUTS THIS APPETIZING WAY

Peanuts, Almonds, Pecans, Walnuts, Brazil and
Cashew Nuts prepared the “'Big Ben _Best Recipe’
way_ are deliciously appetizing. They’ll please you
for home use; delight your guests at parties. You can
earn big profits selling them to regular customers.

cipe—and full instructions—sent on receipt of
50¢ in coin or money order. Send 60¢ today!

RESEARCH INSTITUTE

1120 N, Allen St. SOUTH BEND, INDIANA

VIOLIN FOR SALE

Old Steiner Violin; perfect condition;
clear, sweet tone.

William Inman, 1211 State St., LaPorte, fad.
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week has rolled round and

when we greet you next issue—
April flowers and showers will be
timely topics. My, how these weeks
do fairly fly.

HOWDY, folks. Well, another

Radio studios are visited by inter-
esting folks from many walks in life
and they bring interesting stories re-
garding radio and-what it means to
them. One such recent Chicago
studio visitor was Chaplain E. W.
Kowalsky of the Joliet, Illinois, State
Penitentiary,

! Through the institution’s own am-
plifier room and powerful set, an
operator re-distributes selected daily
programs, via a loud speaker system,
to all cell blocks in both the old and
new prison units. The inmates ap-
preciate every moment of each pro-
gram given them, and “Lights Out”
signal, on Saturday nights, especially,
is heard with genuine regret.

Ever thoughtful of his “boys and
girls,” Chaplain Kowalsky, along with
the officials, strives to bring as much
cheer as possible to these folks who
face a dreary future of weeks, months
and years. True, they have been
ostracized from society and the “Out-
side” by their own misdeeds yet who
can say that radio’s cheery, comfort-
ing voice, reaching them, does not
create and strengthen many, many
resolutions to “Go straight” when
“going out.” And it may bring en-
couragement each day that life is
worth living, even behind prison bars.

'Way out on a lonely sierra of New
Mexico, where some 700 Indians of
the Jicarilla reservation tend their
sheep, radio is a comfort to Charles
L. Graves, superintendent of the
Dulce reservation headquarters. When
Mr. Graves, stalwart and sun-burned,
stopped off in Chicago recently, en-
route to Washington, radio news re-
porters learned much of interest
about the dark-skinned folks of the
great southwest.

o o [ ]

Mr. Graves, who is a South Da-
kota State College graduate, says they
have enjoyed 'a generous supply of
snow and rains this past winter, with

“CHECK”
—STAFFORD

the west slope there, actually muddy.
All of this is most welcome for it
means fine prospects for livestock
pasture and grazing this coming sea-
son. A total of 85 Indian children at-
tend the Dulce reservation school and
about 655 are housed in the sani-
tarium, where tuberculosis, dread
enemy of many Indians, is carefully
treated.

Through recent ECW and Public
Works program work by the govern-
ment considerable home range de-
velopment has been accomplished of
benefit to the Jicarilla tribesmen. In-
cidentally, Mr. Graves said if one
spells and pronounces the name as
“Hick-er-ea,” he would be making
the Indian name sound like the na-
tives pronounce it.

Although last year’s drouth af-
fected the sheep and wool industry
of the reservation considerably, Mr.
Graves smiled cheerily when he said
“We're going right along and look
with faith and confidence, to a better
year.” An interesting man, repre-
senting an interesting people.

Here are some of the stickler or odd
questions received by telephone at
radio information desks during the
past week.

Is it true that sulphur and molasses are a
spring remedy, and how do you mix them?

How many eggs do you put under a hen
for a setting, and how long does it take to
hatch them out?

How come country maple syrup is so high?
Farmers don’t have to pay anything for it,
do they?

Got any idea about how much it would
cost to build a small barn for two cows and
two horses?

How come my radio sputters and crackles
every morning about 9 o’clock, here lately?

Cautious

When Jack and Loretta Clemens,
NBC vocal and instrumental stars,
first had an audition at Radio City, a
production man told them to see a
continuity writer to arrange their
continuity., They kept the appoint-
ment but let the writer talk first be-
cause they didn’t know what “con-
tinuity” was.
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Nugget

Joan Blaine, dramatic player heard
onh many network programs originat-
ing in the Chicago NBC studios, is
the proud possessor of a gold nugget.
It was the gift of a grateful commun-
ity in recognition of Miss Blaine's
splendid sevrices as a nurse. While a
school teacher some years ago in the
gold mining camp of Tiger, Colorado,
an epidemic of influenza swept the
town. Miss Blaine converted the
school house into a hospital and so
successful were her administrations
she didn’t lose a patient of 200
stricken.
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Here's News

A radio program that deliberately
tries to cut down its audience cer-
tainly comes under the head of news,
if not fantasy. Yet that’s exactly the
sort of program Janet Van Loon is
presenting over an NBC-WEAF net-
work, flve days weekly at 8:30 a.m.,
CST.

Instead of signing off with “I hope
you’ll be listening tomorrow,” Janet’s
regular farewell is, “I hope you won't
be able to listen in tomorrow.”

The reason—the program is de-
signed for the fifteen to twenty per
cent of American school children who
are home ill every schoolday. Janet
gives them directions for keeping busy
and happy in bed, tells them how to
make animals out of corks, bits of
string and paper, and gives them puz-
zles and games, all specially adapted
for young invalids,

Brief Biography

Anne Jamison, NBC lyric soprano
. .. born, Belfast, Ireland . .. At early
age, moved to India with family ...
Father was officer of British Army
. . . Returned to Ireland at outbreak
of World War ... First public appear-
ance at age of ten ... singing at char-
ity concert . . . Several years later,
Anne witnessed political murder . ..
Her life threatened . . . Family took
her to Canada ... Lived in little town
of Guelph, Ontario . .. Home town of
Metropolitan star, Edward Johnson
. . . Studied voice two years in Lon-
don . . . made concert debut in To-
ronto, 1930, Royal York Hotel . .
Signed as singing star of CFRB, To-
ronto . . . Came to New York to con-
tinue voice study . . . Had chance
radio audition . . . Signed immedi-
ately to radio contract . . . Small and
blond . . . Loves country life, travel,
lots of pretty clothes, dancing, horse-
back riding, swimming, green and
blue, Indian curry and rice . . . Hates
“swelled heads” and people who criti-
cize others . . . Hobby, water-coloring
. . . Could make good living as dra-
matc actress or secretary, if singing
voice ever failed. Single . .. Won’t
express preferences concerning men.

B
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MAN ON COVER

Before he acquired his first pair of
long pants, Ford Rush was launched
on his professional singing career.

That was in the days of the old
silent films and many a flicker house
echoed to the tenor voice of the youth
in short trousers who came out on
the stage between shows to sing illus-
trated songs as they were flashed on
the screen.

Ford’s early theatrical experience
soon led him into vaudeville and he
saw a good bit of the country travel-
ing between engagements. In turn,
that experience led him to a position
with a Chicago music publishing
house.

It was there that he met Glen
Rowell, with whom he later formed
the famous team of Ford and Glenn.

Transferred to California by the
music house, Ford spent four years
as district manager with headquar-
ters in San Francisco.

Upon his return to Chicago he re-
newed his acquaintance with Rowell
and they formed the team of Ford
and Glenn, the Lullabye Boys. Their
radio debut was with WLS, April 12,
1924, the night the station opened.

Their songs and patter became fa-
mous. In fact, they are often cred-
ited with being largely responsible for
the growth in radio popularity of the
typical heart song. They discovered
this when they rather apologetically
sang ‘“When You and I Were Young,
Maggie.”

A Discovery

It was as though the boys had
touched a magic string. Letters and
telegrams by the hundreds poured in
on them asking for more songs of
similar character.

The day Ford and Glenn sang that
old favorite song is rightfully one of
the milestones in radio, It pointed
the way to scores of program builders
then and since.

The team of Ford and Glenn dis-
solved in 1930. Ford next was heard
on KMOZX, St. Louis. Then followed
two years with WLW, Cincinnati,
where he was known to thousands of
child listeners as ‘“Old Man Sun-
shine.” Ford then, as he has always,
gave much of his time and talent to
personal appearances before unfor-
tunate children in hospitals, sanitari-
ums and orphanages.

“Old Man Sunshine” then was
heard for a year on the eastern net-
work of the Columbia Broadcasting
System. Last September, Ford re-
turned to his “alma mater,” WLS,
and is featured each morning at 8:30
with Ralph Emerson and Marquis
Smith in songs and those thrilling
“Ten-Second Dramas.,” He also ap-
pears during Homemakers’ Hour on
Thursday afternoons, and on Satur-
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Linda Parker does a bit of trans-
posing behind the scenes.

WMBD Expands

By George C. Biggar

We had the pleasure of visiting
Edgar L. Bill, now President and
General Manager of WMBD, Peoria,
Illinois, last Monday. He’s the same
enthusiastic “Eddie” Bill we have
known for a long time, only he is
“more so” right now.

The Peoria Broadcasting Company
Station WMBD was recently granted
full time on the air by the Federal
Communications Commission. It will
have unlimited time on 1440 kilo-
cycles, operating 17% hours daily,
and serving as the only down-state
outlet of the Columbia Broadcasting
System.

The “grand opening” on full time
was on March 28, with many civic
organizations of Peoria taking part in
the congratulatory program. Other
big news from WMBD is the fact that
within a few weeks, the station’s gen-
eral offices and studios will be located
in the Alliance Life Insurance Com-
pany building, where they will occupy
the entire north wing of the second
floor. This move gives WMBD a much
improved location in the heart of
downtown Peoria. Two modern stu-
dios are being constructed.

We rejoice with Mr. Bill and
WMBED in the growth of the organi-
zation and offer sincere best wishes
for continued success and an ever-
widening service to Peoria and cen-
tral Illinois folks.

day night programs when he and
Ralph are not making theatre ap-
pearances.

Ford is possessed of one of the sun-
niest dispositions you're apt to en-
counter. As far as is known, none of
his radio associates has ever seen a
frown on the Rush features. He's six
feet tall, weighs 190, has brown hair
and blue eyes, is married and has a
son, Ford, Jr.
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Can You Hum, Sing
or Whistle a Tune?

There is hardly a person who,
at some time, has not felt the de-
sire to express himself or herself
in music. Think! Don’t you re-
call how often you wished you
could play piano—entertain your
family and friends with some of
the old familiar airs—then gave
up the idea when you thought
how hard it would be to learn.

Learn Piano the Prairie Farmer-
WLS Way

Prairie Farmer and WLS knew
there must be some way to sim-
plify the task of learning to play
piano. The way was discovered
in “Air-Way to Play Piano”—a
method so simple that anyone
who can number from one to five
on his fingers and remember the
numbers can easily learn to play.
A master keyboard chart shows
you at a glance how to proceed.
You don’t have to bother about
note values and counting time.
All you need is a sense of rhythm,
and the ability to carry a tune.

50¢ While This Edition Lasts

The “Air-Way” method, espe-
cially written for Prairie Farmer
and WLS by W. Otto Meissner,
famous teacher whose music
books are used in 3,000 public
schools, not only is the easiest,
quickest and most correct meth-
od to learn to play piano .. . it
is the least expensive. In order
to make the “Air-Way” system
available to everyone who wants
to learn to play piano you need
mail only 50¢ while the edition
lasts. The “Air-Way” method, in
one complete book containing 12
complete lessons, never before
has sold for less than $1.00.

DON'T DELAY

Write for “Air-Way to Play
Piano” today! Clip coupon below
and mail with 50¢ in money order
or coin. :

CLIP TODAY!
P (IR S (I GEE— ﬁ
Air-Way,
WLS Weekly,

1230 W. Washington Blvd.,
Chicago, IIl.

I want to learn to play ]
piano the “Air-Way” — the l
WLS way. Enclosed is my 50¢.
Name .. l

AdAress ....ocoeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeee

Town......... State ]
March 30, 1935 l

e


www.americanradiohistory.com

e e

HOMEMAKERS' CORNER

By MRS. MARY WRIGHT

sign of age when we start liv-
ing with our memories, but
there are none of us so young but
that we treasure a few happy ones.

Whenever I think of a certain fam-
ily of my acquaintance, I invariably
recall their informal, gay Sunday
night suppers.
In many homes,
Sunday evening
goes by almost
unnoticed as far
as special plans
for the lunch is
concerned, but
not so in this
family . . .
whether guests
are expected or
not, Sunday
evening is one
looked forward
to by the whole family.

The family consists of two grown
daughters, a son and the mother—
and, although there seemed to be no
regular routine, I often surmised that
they took turns planning and prepar-
ing this light, but delicious, lunch.

Anyhow, this is the way it would
happen. You would drop in to call
about 4 p. m. and the chances were
great that you would soon be joined
by another caller or two. Once you
were there, nothing short of a previ-
ous engagement could get you away
without first having lunch.

MEMORIES! They tell me it's a

Mrs. Wright

Cooperation

One of the girls—or sometimes it
happened to be the young man, who
was a husky six foot foot-ball player
—would slip out to the kitchen un-
noticed. In about 15 or 20 minutes,
out would go the cook’s helper and
bring in two and sometimes three
folding card tables, depending upon
the number of lucky guests. These
were set up in front of a blazing log
fire, sometimes singly, sometimes to-
gether as one long table.

The helper also brought in the
linen, silverware, napkins and water
glasses . . . easy enough to do, to be
sure, but a big help to the cook. And
by the time this was accomplished,
the ‘“‘cook” was bringing in the plates,
which she had served in the kitchen.

The food always had the delicious
flavor and delightful color such as
only a person who was proud of her
handiwork could accomplish. And yet
it had been served in only about 30
minutes of time—oftentimes less.

But food was not the most impor-
tant part of these evenings. Gayety,
laughter, jokes, old and new, reminis-

cences, solving of riddles—it seemed
as though everyone had saved their
best for these special occasions.

Of course, the crackling of the fire
and its pleasant glow added to the
delightfulness of the evening, but I
had a feeling that it wasn’t a neces-
sary part. This family would have
had this friendly, informal kind of a
Sunday evening whether or not they
had a fireplace. Once I asked the
family if they had guests every Sun-
day night—for it seemed they always
did whenever I dropped in. They re-
plied that they always hoped some-
one would come in and were seldom
disappointed. But, whether there were
guests or not they always had their
pleasant evening lunch in the living
room.

You ask me what they served? I
really haven’t the slightest idea now.
It’s been too long ago and although
the food was excellent it has been
forgotten, but the memories of the
pleasantness and coziness of those
evenings will never be dimmed.

Meal Suggestions

Perhaps I could make a few sug-
gestions for such a meal, though. In
the winter, when the snow and wind
outside made the fire seem even more
welcome, your favorite cream soup
served with pretzels and a few ker-
nels of popcorn would taste a hun-
dred per cent better under these con-
ditions than when eaten in the usual
way in the dining room. A fruit salad
might complete this meal, with cof-
fee, tea or hot chocolate, of course.
If the family had a hearty appetite,
a dessert might be served as well. The
dessert, a very simple one—cookies—
or a date bar—graham cracker roll—
lemon chiffon pies, anything which
could be prepared on Saturday.

The members of the family not
only took turns preparing this meal,
but they vied with ea<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>