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Pioneer Rqdio Builder

At a time when products of his manufacturing -
genius were already known to millions, Powel Cros-
ley, Jr., boldly diverted his energies to the develop-
ment of radio reception, then scarcely known be-
yond the laboratory walls.




INDUSTRIALIST '
Piodcer Redjo Buildey

At a time when products of his manufacturing genius R
were already known to millions, Powel Crosley, Jr. s <

boldly diverted his energies to the development of OQ’E*Q’Q?
radio reception, then scarcely known beyond the laboratory walls, A:)Q i
S



e ctum,
LS

..
Srooing o~

—

e,

PRINTED BY’




-

PREFACE

I doubt that anyone in the history of this nation has lived
the American dream as had Pewel Crosley, Jr.

As I write this in the year 1976, people have become accustomed
to the purchase of electronic home devices at "discount stores." Not
only are the buying habits different , but a far different apmbroach to
merchandising and manufacturing is prevalent today.

We've had our goldrushes, oil booms, and thousands of persons
have recognized opportunities as they have presented themselves, but
seldom, if ever, has the American Dream been fulfilled as Powel
Crosley's 1life exemplifies,

Once I read in a typing book that "There is no hope for the
lazy, jaded individual who will not sell anything until the Esquimaux
openes & boom market for ice machines or until the market for snow
plows improves at the equator." Powel Crosley not only dold ice
machines and snow plows, he made them!

His WIW became world famous and the sobriquet of THE NATION'S
STATION was more than a fanpiful applelation,

Powel was an innovator and a true intrepreneur, His mind was
free-wheeling and unconventionally oft inspired. He never refused an
inventor a hearing. He has sat down with hundreds of them. With their ™=~ %o
brainstorms and his own, the Crosley line has never lacked for

diversity. Outstanding examples were his Xer-Vac, a hair growing

machine and mechanical scalp exerciser, to which Crosley credited
what hair he had, The Iey-Ball machine was the first refrigerator
and his Koolrest was a canopy placed over a bed to keep the occuvants
cool during hot, humid weather. He built cars, refrigerators, ironers, - %%
automobiles(midgets) which were decades ahead of the trend. He :
ploneered the baby buggy and of course his radios and television sets,
In 1937 he had a system for reproducing a newsnaper in the home

which was called Facsimile. There Were many, many, other items which
hppefully this small book will uncover. He bought the Cinecinnati Reds
baseball team and installed the first lights for night games,

The name Powel (make that one L please) was an institution in the
Cincinnati I knew, Across this vast nation it became a legend.,

Joe Rice-1976
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CINCINNATI'S CROSLEY

by Joe Rice

I, like thousands of
others who lived in Cincy
came to accept the name of
CROSLEY RADIO and TELEVISION
and WIW as vart of the
American scene.

Somehow this is the "
story of a modern Horatigd
who overcame obstacles and
became ennured to hardship
but persisted in every
undertaking, Having been

blessed with an inquiring =
mind and always taking the

THE "CROSLEY"PUP '
Crosley's first set was HARKO lead in.his pursuits he

JR. Designed by Dorman Israel. "That 0Cecame a true pioneer in

night the two men sat beside this every sense of the word,
Powel Crosley was an

contraption at Crosley's home and to
their amazement they heard "This is

WJZ, Roselle Park, New Jerseyl" mistake about that. I do
not know of an instance

innovater, and make no

where he mimiced anyone, He

lead the pack, I think the Cincinnati Newspaper (Enquirer) summed
it up when they stated on March 29th of 1961: "Powel Crosley, Jr.,
was much more than a man of immense and varied achievement. He was
the embodiment of several great institutions."

It is certain that he was a very important part of the
radio industry as well as the history of Cincinnati, It ig equally
certainlﬂhe filled a vital place in America's history too.

The story of Powel Crosley, Jr., has been told in many
places-in magazines, newspapers, on the radio. Yet there is no
single story behind the 1life of this wamm, intelligent, self- Ll

a el

Rt
LA o

effacing and extemely competent man. He achieved a series of
Successes in life-he endured more than his share of tragedies. He

. Was an industrial pioneer second to none. A thorough-going

7 d



age 2.
:pfrtsman. A real himanitarian and a man of steadfast loyalty to
his community.

I knew him only casually from working in his radio plant. Others
knew him well, We wish everyone might have known him better, But in
spite on all that he had done, all that.he had.accomnlished, Powel
Crosley, Jr., preferred to remain a quiet participant. He had no
press agents. You did not hear from his lips what triumphs he had
achieved., S

It is difficult for me to more than merelvy suggest the breadth
of Mr, Crosley's accomplishments. But the span of things he did, and . - -~
furthered, ranges far around the world, and into innumberable
households. : o

I sincerely regret that my literary expertise leaves a little to be R
desired and that I can merely suggest Mr, Crosley's deeds on the naces
to follow. |

I deem it important for future. generatlons to know and understand - wmETT
what real "Free enterprise" is.

[?he story goes that Powel Crosley, Jr., had almost 500 different
jobs before he was 25 years old, I'm told he made a2 vow to himself
that he would never work for anyone again as long as he lived, even if
he had to sell peanuts on the corner-he did that tqu

[ Powel Crosley was born on September 18, 1886, in Walnut Hills in
Cincinnatil Powel Crosley, Sr., was an attorney and was reputed to be a
millionaire in his own right. In 1893 the family moved to College Hill,
He was educated in the public schools'of Cincinnati and attended OMT
In 1905, In 1906 he was enrolled in the Engineering College of the
University of Cincinnati. He found no liking for engineering and
having a restless mind he tried numerous jobs, He was married on
October 17, 1910 and they had two children.,¥rs., 3.E. Kess and Powel
C¥osley the third, Powe1~Crosley 111 followed in the footsteps of his
father and became the head of a marine company in Florida, It was here
that the Crosley motorboat, a water cooled engine, was founded at Coral
Gables. Powell Crosley 111 tested this motor at the foot of Ludlow Street
in Cincinnati in the early part of 1941. The hull was made of weldwood
and the boat itself weighed 700 1lbs and was 15 feet long. In this same v e
interval Crosley Jr. developed a 3-wheeled tricycle which was tested by
the U.,S. Army. Runs up to 2000 miles over sandy country were part of the
tests and it withstoed this punishment. The Army said "Vost interesting."

L1 LT
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Powel Crosley 111 died June 2L4th 1948 in Florida. Powel
Jr. was named trustee of the estate of hi® son, The will left
one third to the wife, Mrs. Elizaheth T¥vlor Crosley, Coral
Gables, and 2/3 to trust to bis three dhildren: Powel Lth who was
16 years old at that, 1idne, Houston, 13, and Thomas Edward 9. The
children are to be pald from-income, until "21lyears after the death of
the last child," The A33001ated Press reported this in 194R8.

[?owel Crosley Jr. had an early interest in automobiles and when
he was only 13 years old he had rigged up an electric car for his
own use, In léfazhe built his first six-cyclinder motor and had great
interest in the Indianapolis Speed®way and raced cars there. He wwned
an auto and advertising agency in 1908. In 1939 he huilt hls first
commercial car., It .so0ld for #325 for the convertifrle coupe and %350
for the convertlble sedan, It weighed less than 1000 1hs and had an
air cooled engine delivering 12.5 H.P. at 4000 RPM. He ceased th -
productlon of this ecar at the beglnnwng of WW2 and resumed Ehé‘b;g;i;;
car in 1946,\ Sy

In 1938 I became acquainted with $he salesman for Cresley, A.J.
Valentine who had established a showroom at ‘®th and Race streets in
downtown Cincinnati, He asked me to drive it for a test run by
going to the orphan's home in Devou Park in Covington, Ky, across
the Ohio River., I 1oaded u~ about six or seven hoys ranging in age
from about 8 to 11 years of age. As the Home was situated on a hill-
top it was no effort to get down the hill in this car., My first
impression of the car wé8uthat it resembled an oversized wheel-
barrow! It was canary yellow with bright red wheels., It had the 2-
cyclinder engine and everything was built to scale, It handled
easily.,

All went well as we navicated downtown Covington and traversed
the famous Supension Bridge to Cincinnati, It drove well with all the
boys in it through downtown Cincy too, I didn't have a hit of trouble
until I tried to go un Gil“ert Avenue., I had barely started up ‘when
I knew I was in trouble. It simply would not go up the hill with all
those boys inside. Only answer was to let the boys out while I _turped.. .o..--
around. This we did, and with out further ado we came rack to éEbIEEE?R;

On the. final leg of our journey I found I could net bring the boys
bhack to the Home without resorting to taking two up at a time! The
car attracted wide interest where ever we went,

II---.lll..-.lllllllllllIllllllllllllllIIllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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APRIL 29, 1939

FIRST GLIVYPSE OF NEW LOW PRICE CAR

- 4

HERE I3 THE NEW CROSLEY AUTOMORILE
[ Officials say motor will give 50 miles to gallon of fuelLSThe nlace
of manufacture is subject of conjecture. \The auto ﬁas perfected in one of
the Crosley nlants herel However, it was learned from a reliable source
that the large-scale manufacturing may be done in the State of Michigan.

AT T U e s g e

CROSLEY,Jr., IWARF3 FI3 BRAIM CHILD, 3HOMN HERE IV FUNT OF HIS
27-ROO¥ EOVE I¥ CIVCINMATI. (1947)

The first car was.a very small Jjob with whoels no larger than a good
sized wheel barrow,

ljﬂhen Crosley resumed his normél onerctions after four years of War
production in 1946 he built a new car with a water-cooled four cvelinder
engine, This enpgine delivered 26.5 ".F, at 5LN0 TV anAd wiiched a little
over 1175 pounds) It sold for less than %100QE,The early tvne of Croslev
cars were hnilt in onlv two hody styles.lhe later cors inclndeg.zzﬂglf o

ranging from the sedan, “usiness coupe, roadster, and the station wagon

models in hoth the st nd~rd and the surer line. Croslev trucks are made in
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panel delivery and pick-un models.ﬁ

FAMILY HISTORY

Thé familv history on file in the new museur of the Warren
County, Ohio, Historical 3ociety traces the ancestry of Mr, Cresley
back to yeoman origin between Lanchaster and Yé}kshire in England.
There:ig.still-a town nezmed Crosley near the Lancaster Valley.
However, the family nare has had a numher of spellings., Some of
Powell's cousins spelled the name Crosslev and. pronounced it
as Crosleigh. As far back as the fourteenth century the name had
progressed to ﬁC;osley." Roth names having a prefix of "del" on
the records. '

Richard Crosley lived in those varts back in 1545 and his
descendants are said to own the same property and the male line was
unbroken there until phe death of John Crossley(new SDelling\ in
186L.,

The Cincinnati Powel Crosley always told everyone "make that
one "L" please," Richard's name is ‘spelled three ways in the history,
as Crosle, Croslie and Crossley. Irwin Crosley having come to the
title in 1911 on thé death of his father, It is remorted that "This
fa~ily descended from Crosslev of 3eaitcliffe and settled at
Todmorden in the time of BAward 111. The penealogy continues with
a brinch having won honors as a nobleman, Sir Kenneth Irin Crosley
having come to the title in 1911,

The genealogy was traced by a writer in a Warren County news-
paper and continued with "The history states that the Crossley's
started emigrating to America as early as 1660, settling first in
New Jersey, several being in the Camn May ares, They later were
found to be living in Pennsylvania and later in Maryland."

"The first history states that the first to come to Ohio was
the family of Moses Crosley, born in 1764 and died in 1843. He
himself migrated first to Mason County, Kentucky(Maysville) and later

" to Warren County in Ohio, He had served in the Revolution from

Maryland,"

"He was placed on the pension rolls of Warren County in 1R31,
His wife was Rachel Powell andg that nare has heen in the family ever
since.. Their son, William, born in 1785, is recorded as having
migrated to Ohio from Kentucky in 1810, He located on a famm

partially in Warren and the remainder in Montgomery Gountv north of
the Five Points corner,"
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William is credited with having been a manufacturer of gunpowder and

attrated hunters from great distances. This is said to have enabled him

to accumulate considerable wealth, at least by the standards of his day.

He served in many township offices(being justice of the peace for 18

years) and removed to Montgomery County, near Centervilie, in 183L. He

later was a commissioner for the Dayton and Lebanon turnoike, which

was completed in 1840, He was its' nresident and treasurer because, as a

descendant put it,"His word was as good as his bond."

The history also records that William served in George Rogers Clark's
amy in his Vincennes campaign.

Moses Crosley was born in 1811 and is listed in Beers' History of
Warren County as having been Clearcreek township treasurer in 1825 so’
we assume his father was also moses although the farily history does not
so state. William Crossley is listed as its treasurer in 1832, having
been a trustee back in 1817 through 1823. He was treasurer for four
years, The family is not listed in thelbiograohical portion of the
Beers! History. o -

Powel Crosley was a descendant of'W1111am and Rachel Powel Crosley
and his father also bore the same given name as dld hlS father according -
to information at hand.

The Crossley history, a tynewritten manuscript, belonging to the
County Society was compiled by Bertha Crosley Ball, who was the dauphter
of Rev. Marion Crosley, D.D.(1836-1917) who is credited with being
(according to his daughter) the first student at the Normal School founded
by Alfred Holbrook in Lebanon in 1855 He received his N.D. degree
there, she writes, and was known as the "Boy Preacher" and "The Walking
Preacher," in his yvouth.

He preached at Ft, Wayne and Muncie, Indiana, and at Utica, M.V.,
before going to Glasgow, Scotland, for two years, and he nreached there.
He also studied at the great university there; He was a Universalist
minister. | .

Upon his return to America he had pastorates at Portland, Maine,
and Springfield, Mass. He followed *this by estahlishing his ministry
at Indianapolis, Indiana, w'~2re he maintained his home ever after., He
spent much time building up rundown churches. He was a Mason and an
Odd Fellow and was Chaplain for its various hranches nearly everywhere
he was located, '

His daughter, Bertha, married Edmund Burke Ball who was & manufact-

urer of canning jars. He gave much time anA money to numbers of worth-
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. while 5rojeé£s.-He and his brothers gévé %é the State Eﬁé EBilege
now known as Ball State Teachers College at Muncie, Indiana,

He fruit jar business rose from a yearly production of 25,000
jars in 1888 to a business that soon reached ten million dollars
per annum,(not inflation dollars either}). Mr, Ball left three
and 2 half million dollars to the Ball Brothers foundation for
charitable, religious, and educational purnoses.

There were Crosleys in Warren County until recent years,
probably the last to pass away heing Milton Crosley who died during
World Wat 11, it was stated in the account in Warren, Ohio,

There was an inter- marriage with the Wheaton family at
Five Points and an uncle, Clarence Crossley, was related to both
the Wheatons and the Crosleys. The Wheatons are also all gone
from Cleércreek Townshir,

When Powel Crosley, Sr., died in 1932 the Cincinnati
Times~-Star stated that Wednesday "Rites Arranged for Noted
Attorney Here.%

Powel Crosley Sr. was one of the first to recognize the
future of Radio. His funeral services were to bhe held in the
First Universalist Church, Walnut Hills, thursday of that week,
at 2:30p.m, Powel Crosley 3r., was 82 years of age at his death.

He had resided at‘57h2 Davey Avenue, College Hill, Cincinnati,
Ohio. At that time he was one of the oldest practicing lawyers

in Hamilton County and the father of Powel Crosley, Jr., then
President of the Crosley Radio Corporation and of Lewis Crosley,
President of the Crosley Distributing Corporation., Crosley died at
Cincinnati's Christ Hospital, September 13, 1932,

Crosley Sr. was born upon a farm in Warren County, north
of Lebanon, Ohio, and lived there until he was seventeen. He was
eleven when the Civil War broke out and, being a good reader,
would oblige the neighboring far~ers by reading newspaner
accounts of the waR to them, His two older brothers, William J, and
Luken S. Crosley, served in the waR. William was captured at the
Battle of Fisher's Creek and was in Libhy Prison,

After attending Springboro 3chool, Crosley taupht school,
served as principal in Clarksville, Ohiojbecame manager of a
commercial house in St. Joe, Mo., and then gave un business to
study law. He was graduated from Ann Arhor Law School in 1876
and came to Cincinnati to begin his practice of law, ”
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”-uu*%T”f;équenctly, when. speaking of first coming -to Gincinnati, Crosley
would relate that the only man he knew in Cincinnati then was Editor
Cantwell of "The Star Of The West." Then he would tell of being
introduced to Judge Sage and Congressman Ben Butterworth and other

prominént lawyers,

HISTORIC LAW rASE

The Times-Star said;"Later Crosley became associated with
Butterworth in the practice of law and still later with Miller Outcalt
and George S, Bailey. In ‘the late '70s Cfosley served as assistant City
Solicitgr and represented the City in the historic case against Silas
Hoffman, then City Auditor, charged with embezzlement."

In the early 1900's Crosley became associated with John C. Rogers &
Rummel. After the death of Rogers, several years ago, Crosley and Rummel
continued their association. Many important legal.cases were handled
by Crosley and his associates, alt ough he always was considered as the

Chief Counsel.

In 1890, Crosley obtained from the Pike estate a verpetual lease, with

privilege of purchase, on the Pike Opera House. He was in charge of Pike's
. Theater for a number of years, with Lou Ballenberg as manager. It was his

lease that was taken over when the Sinton Hotel was -erected upon the

site of this old Opera House.

Corsley's first interest in Wireleés and Radio, which since have taken
the family name to all parts of the world through the two Crosley Radio
stati?ns, began at the inception of these two marvels of the ape, Crosley
bought some stock in Marconiis original company after the letter "§® was
first flashed across the Atlantic Ocean,

His son, Powel Jr., t“en a boy and who hecame President of the Crosley
Radio Corporation, hecame interested in radib when Powelidr's small son
Powel Croslgy 111, asked him for a toy radio, The first set was a costly
machine, so Powel Crosley, Jr., hought parts and hegan building sets on
his own. That was the beginning of the Crosley Radio Cornoration.

Crosley Sr. was born Christmas Dav, in 1849, and on the occasion of
his eightieth birthday, in 1929, there was a receotion and family reunion.
Despite his advanced age, he had enjoyed goo? health until 193? and daily
he was in his law office in the Thoms Puilding, 5th and Main Streets.

Besides his two sones. Powel Jr., and Lewis, Crosley left his widow

¥rs. Charlotte Utz Crosley, and a daughter, Mrs., Albert Chatfield, and
six grandchildren, all of Cincinnati,
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TRIBUTE TO TARTNER

The legal acumen of Powel Crosley, 3r. was praised as well as
his integrity in the newspanaer article,

Commenting on his many vears association with Powel Crosley,
Sr., in the parctice of law in Cincinnati, Attorney G. Albert
tummel, said:" Powel Crosley, Sr., some fifty years ago, was a law
partner of Ren Rutterworth. Mr, Crosley was one of the few notahle and
brilliant surviving members of the '0ld 3chool! of lawyers, and
retained popular respect of the entire Bar of this City to the
day of his death,"

"He ranked with and was recognized as one of the hest lawyers
in Ohio during the last half century. He had the genius to see
'all around' and the common sense to consider all sides of a question
of the law, made him rerarkably successful in trial work, as well
as mediation in having adverse interests unite in harmonious action,™

"Mr. Crosley, Sr., was a legal fighter in every sense of the
word, however, without relying on fury or sound for success. Exoousing
& cause he was mercilessly logical. His exact inf'ormation save him
the strength of fécts, and this cormbined with his nrodigious
legal knowledge and canacity, clarity of exnression in unincurtered
language and powerful arguments exercise a tremendous influence with
both judges and juries in their verdicts and decisions of eritiecal
cases, in all of which he was always recognized as the
'leading Counsel,"

"Mr. Crosley possessed a kindly humor to those who were
privileged to know him best, exnressing himself in ant comment,
rather than hy anecdote. His manner of life was methodical and
simple, increasingly so whth advancing vears, He was actively
engaged in imrortant matters and cases in the nractice of the
law until within a few weeké of his death,"

The famed radio pioneer ang industrialist, Powel Crosley, Jr.
was said to possess the "Midas Touch" when it came to husiness
acumen, The Saturday Evening Post said in their September issue
of 1939 "Few men become a Mussolini, an2? Edison, a Lindberg or
a Joe Louis, A man reaches that feathery eminence when the nubhlie
credits Him with powers transcending the merely human. Crosley
aopears to be growing toward such status, though his acceptance as

yet is local, His slightly abashed home town knows him ag something
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more than the big noise of radio, a ‘Handy-Andy-of the manufacturing
business and the pulmotor of baseball, At the ripe orime of Fifty-two
Crosley's career shows symntoms of taking on the lsgendary intimations

of invincibility, and nobody knows this more acutely than Crosley Himself."

"Crosley's eminence in the fields of grimy and gaudy diamond goes
almost withou* saying. Cincinnati is aware, twenty-four hours daily, that
he commands the air waves. The spindling antennae which waft his- type
of entertainment whims and tidings of his wares from the Alleghenies to
the Rockies, Port Arthur to Mobile, and thence to echo in the Argentine,
tower above the town. Similarly, the attenuated Crosley personally
oversees an industrial grab bag embracing mechanical hair restorers,
refrigerators, radio equipment, electric ranges, cameras and the new
diminutive motorcar,"

HISTORY OF CROSLEY'3 MOTHER

The mother of Powel Crosley, Jr. was born in 186k to Lewis and
Flizabeth Wooley Utz., She died at her home S5LL9 Hamilton Avenue of
College Hill in Cincinnati. The death notice appeared on Saturday
January 1Lth 19L9.

She was educated in Cincinnati schools and studied art at the
Cincinnati Schooi of Design and also was a student at the Cincinnati
College of Music, . |

Mrs. Crosley was a worker for The First Universalist Church of
Walnut Hills and her grandparents founded this church. Her narents were
pioneers and she became the wife of Powel Crosley, Sr. on Octoher 8,1885,

When she died the newspaper said:"Surviving besides two sons (Lewis
and Powel) is one daughter, Edythe who was the wife of Alhert B.C.
Chatfield of 1528 Groesbeck Road, an investment broker. There were five

grandchildren and seven great grandchildren. She was 85 years old."

POWEL CROSLEY Jr % FAMILY

l_POWel Crosley, Jr. was married four timeal:The first marriage was to
Quendolyn Aiken who was the daughter of Dr. Walter H. Aiken, musical
super-lntendant of Cincinnati schools. Mrs. Crosley died in February of
1938. Crosley had two children, Powel 111 and Martha Page, and four
grandsons. ] '

LIn 1943 Powel Crosley, Jr. was married to Marrianne Richards. Fis
third marriage , in 1952, was to Eva Prokaw who died in 1957. .This marked
the third tragedy in his life in a seven years interval. In June, 19LR, his
son by his first marriage, Powel Crosley 111, died of a_heart attack in
Florida. In Octoher 1950, his grandson, Powel Crosley 1V, was killed in

- -
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action in Korea.x

Mrs, Eva Crosley was bora in Cincinnati and attended Withrow
High School and the University of Cincinnati, where she majored
in English. 3he was a member of Delta Delta Delta sorority.

She was a member of Grace Episcopal Church in College
Hill. Although she was active in numerous charities, she devoted most
of her time to Children's Hospital,'ﬁhere she served in the Junior
Co-operative society and the St. Elizabeth (uild.

_LPowel's fourth wife was Charlotte K. Wilson. They were married
in Charleston 3.C. on October 8th) '
POWEL CROSLEY, JR.

\_Powel Crosley Jr. was listed in the Cincinnati Airectory as
early as 1908, He had an early interest in automobiles and when he
was only 13 years old he had rigged up an electric car for his own
use. In 1¢07 he built a A-cyclinder motor car and had great interest
in the Indianapolis Speedway and r~ced cars there. He owned an
auto advertising agency in 1908L~ B

One of his accounts was for a carriage company that he had
nursed from its infancy and for some reason they were atrout to
appoint another agency. Powel said "The other agency had the
promise of the account before I was aware of it."

Powel said:" I had always enjoyed playing around with new
inventions, so when this old and well-known buggy maker brought
out a new limousine top for a Model T(that dates this story) I
was among the first to recognize its advertising possibilities.
The top, an innovation in its's day, was built as it could be
fastened on the Model T body, which then had a water proofed
textile top. With a few bolts and nuts loosened, the standard
top could be removed and our limousine top bolted in its place.
That made the Model T a limousine and a winterized car-mne of the
things Henry Ford had neglected to furnish."

LLater in life, after Crosley founded the Crosley Radio Co.,
Crosley himself was to be called "The Henry Ford of Radio.ﬂ)

(Crosley came out in 1911 with a new type of tire which
needed no airL/

[Crosley .once broke his.arm.in cranking a Model T and this
sparked another idea-a starterﬂ

Crosley was then the President of the American Automobile

<1379
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accessories company, blue Rock Street and Hamilton Avenue, Hg tested with
C.E. Kilgour, who became a Crosley research engineer, a hand-operated .
starter which worked by the driver pulling up 2 handle from the floor!
You didn't have to go around to the front of the car to crank with this -
method-and no broken arms either. The lever prodruded fromkthe floor
board inéide the car and, presto, your car started-sometimes.

[ﬂgenry Ford made autos for the masses as did Crosley make radios for
them, His first cas radio was called ROMIO." Crosley later said:"We were
out to make a lady out of lizzie and to offer the car-owner an onnortunity
to keep uo with the jones with their Pierce Arrows, Stutz, Franklins, and
Rolls-Royce cars.ﬂl

{ In 1939 he built his first small car. It sold for 2325, In addition
to these, Crosley made and developed a sturdy multi-ourpose vehicle which
was designed and built to serve the farmer both as a farm tractor and as
‘a road vehicle, The "FARY O ROAD" was about L5 inches high, L8 inches wide,
and 92 inches long with a wheelbase of 63 inches, It had a front and rear
power take-off, useful in sawing wood, running generators, pumns, and
other belt-driven farm equinment, It-was -equinred with-a hyd-aulic 1lift
to which may be attached all types of farm equipment, including plow,
harrow, cultivator, sickle-bar mower, etc. The implements may all be attached
with a rinimum of time and effort and by one man.j

[ When Crosley came out in April of 1939 with his car the public found it
hard to believe it would give over 50 miles per gallon of fuel. It stirred
up quite a bit of interests, but for some reason Crosley was again ahead of
his time. The public was not then aware of the advantages of a small carJ

[Much discussion was overheard among auto dealers and in the financial
district in Cincinnati following the announcement of the small car. Crosley
displayed it at the Indianapolis Speedway on April 28th 1939.

There were many conjectures as to the type of the machkine, the cost
and where it would he manufactured. The new car had been nnder construction
for some time, Rumors at that time were to the effect that the Crosley
concern would indeed enter the auto field.

LAt this time the name of Crosley Radio Corporation was to chanee its
name to The Crosley Corporation. The auto was perfected in one of the Crosley )
plants in Cincinnati. Later it moved to ffichmond, Iniiana, When it was first
shown there were 200 distributors invited to witness “he demonstratioqj

During the month of Octoher, 1938, Crosley said, in reviewing his life:

"My father was rated a millionaire. He made money quite rapidly in land in

the development of subdivisions in Cincinnati, Lima, in Ohio, and Duluth.,"
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Mr. Cresley Sr. lost a large part of his fortune to the panic
of 1893. Having most of his money invested in real estate
development In Duluth, he continued with his law business and
had a perpétual lease on the 01d Pike Opera House on Fourth
Street in Cincinnati,

When Powel Crosley Jr. was reminescing about his childhood,
he said:"During the formative "years of my life my father
virtually owned and operated the Opera House. I went to the
theater quite often uo until ahout 1903, when The Pike Opera
huilding burned. I acquired a fondness for the theater-which
continued afterwards. I saw the first cinematograph in the 0ld
Pike Opera house in connection with vaudeville Whlch havpened
to be running at the tire."

¥r. Crosley, Jr. continued"Naturally we attended shows not
only in our own theater, but at other theaters in town. From a
very small boy until I was in the Ohio Military Institute-when
the Pike Opera House burned-I went to the theater quite regularly,"

After a pause he then said:"I had rather good opportunities’
to study shows from the front of the house-of course, and I never
had access backstage-and from the standpoint of the business
operations of the theater from hearing my father talk-he always
had & manager in the house~hearing my father discuss what was good
hox office attractions, what the public did not seem to care for,"

Early impressions, such as these, leave permanent ideas
implanted in our minds, and Crosley was the first to say this in
exnlalnlng bis later attitudes.,

In his self-effacing manner, he said, matter-of-factly"I think
that unconsciously this formed a groundwork that was helpful in
later years in the broadcasting business in being able to direct
or steer the type of programs that in a general way has made our
broadcasting operations so successful." He finished this statement
by saving "Itve always felt that it has heen valuable in that
direction,"

'"While I have never gotten out and operated the stations or
had contact in building the shows on stage, I have been able by
keeplng some nersaectlve, to cr1t1c1Ze when trends apparently were
running too strongly in one direction and the programs were petting
a bit out of balance nne way or the other,"

At the 01d Pike Opera House Powel Jr. saw such shows as MONTE
CRISTO, starring the actor James O'Neil,
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There were many such Opera Houses in Cincinnati at tﬁé turn of the
century. One of the famous buildings was the Hauck Opgra House and stock
eompany. It was said it had no equal for a theatrical group in the United
States and none had a firmer hold on the affections of the public than
this one, -

In the Matter of the Pike House there were two terrible fires which
completely destroyed the beautiful buildings. These were landmarks. It
was on February 25th of 1903 that the whole south side of Lth street in
Cincy was a mass of flaming ruins. The formal opening of the first Pike's
Opera House was held on February 22, 1859, The first disastrous flre
occured on March 22, 1866.( just after the Civil War).

LIhe City of Cincinnati has an illustrious heritage of being the
musical center on this continent. During the "Gay Nineties" the Neill
Stock Company held forth on Lth street also. The "The Third Sf}eet
Theater" opened on July Lth of 1832 and featured "The Soldier's Daughter.,"
Heard there was the comic opera song "NO SONG-NO SUFPER." In 1866, shortly
before the first fire, the records show that the play "VIDSIMMER NISHTS
DREAM" played at Pike's:l

In the iptqrval of our Civil War thenbbérauﬁéuée issued small paper
money for the amount of 25¢ and in another musicai opera house, "OLD DRURY"
at 316 Sycamore Street featured Jenny Lind who sang there in 1857. This
theater was named for the famous 0ld Drury in London, England. The audience
was captivated by the singing of Jenny L1nd and all agreed ".,she sang with
the sweetness of a lark,"

Even earlier records show that John Robinson, the famous circus owner,
owned an opera hourse in 1830 which was the forerunner of the Rebinson's
Circus. This was reputed to have quartered the libns, elephants, etc., in
the basement of the house and drove the custorers away!

The Grand Opera Heuse featured string music mostly Mozart. In 1901
the newspapers said "The National Theater completed its 1500th consecutive
performance that year," -

Emma Reaume, whose home was in Cincinhati, was a neice of the late
Mrs. Schuster-Martin who founded the school of acting and the arts in
Walnut Hills near the Hotel Alms where radio station WKRC was to begin
in 1925, Emma married Tyrone Power, the movie idol, of the 30's and LO's and
who himslef started as an usher in the Paramount Theater at Peebles Corner,

Tyrone and Ewma had a son, Tyrone Power, Jr., who nlayed in the theater with
Catherine Cornell-it was said ‘in the year 1950 N
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It was in the year 1921 that the Dixie Terrinal building was
esompleted at the southwest corner of Fourth and Walnuts streets.
This *ilding is still standing and is a monument to beauty,
With solid marble stairs and re2] brass hand rails it is a
fitting entry into the City itself from Kentucky. Its hig-domed
ceiling is adorned with beautiful ~urals and the over-all decer
stand strikingly against the harch modern structures which new
reside next to it., It has a wide balcony, also baass-rail
enclosed, and on the south side it has a huge picture windqw
looking out at the Ohie River and duspénsion Bridge framed
within the skyline of Northern Kentucky.It presents a
symmetrical appearance, as to height and general frontage, of
all the completed blocks of Cincimmati business houses, and °
this after several rebuildings, due largely to fires,
within the course of 2 whole century, o

In 1921 the Cineimnati Enquirer said "Fifty-fivetyeérs
ago this month occured the great fire that destroyed the
first Pike's Opera House, and with it many other considerable
properties, Some of the more prominent incidents of that
historical event may Se of interest now to hundreds who °
witnessed it in their youncer days and to many thousands whe
often have heard about it from tEeir seniors,"

"A Midsummer Night's Dream was the nlay that night at
Pike's. One of the mrost gorgeously beautiful of Shakespeare's
conceptlons, garbed with all the magnificence of scenic effect
and spectacular display, almost unprecedented in beauty on
the stage, was presented before the crowed audience which
thronged the parquet, dress circle, and the balcony, of that
superb aud1tor1um," the newspaper said. "All was animation
and pleasure. Thousands of eyes gazed with astonished surprise
upon the 5cenes Aaf fairyland into which the immense stage had
been transformed, upen the silvery waters of moonlit lakes,
in dells where fairysprites, 'The Queen and A1l her elfs!
were reveling, upon the magnificence of Duke Theseus's court
and retinue and, finally, upon that most gorgeous of all
transformation elssing scenes.™ )

"At times the curtain dropoed, back of the imnosing
proscenium; the wealth of beauty and classic architectural
design thereon concealed from view at times the imagery of
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poet and painter in the play, and the eyes of the audience scanngd

it for a moment and the while that matchless orchestra filled the
grand éuditorium with majestic music, wandered over the imnosingly
beautiful dome and ceiling where all that is great in the imaginative
world of mythology had place, in 'colors of such divinity,' over the
ornamentation of gallery, balcony, and dress circle, and the elegance

of proscenium boxes,." _ {
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00 €70 0" PIKE'S OPERA HOUSE-Lth Street-Cincinnati

PRIDE OF THE RUILDER
(Condensed from newspaper account-with all its' beauty)
"Mr. Pike had constructed this beautiful temple through ambition
to ornament the Queen City of the West and to identify his nare with
its history. He had succeeded;but the ambition having accomplished
its design he had grown to love, in a measure far beyond it, this
splendid portion of a great city's beauty. While managing other
property and a business of great value this man of millions had
made this temple his idol among earthly things, and to love it had
become a portion of his nature. And on that fatal night, which was
SO soon to witness the destruction of a city's pride, ,he loeked
upon those scenes in common with the audience, and again gloried
in his work."
"The hard-worked men of Athens had dispersed, nroud Titania had
bowed in love to Bottom of the asses! howl, Theseus and his court had
retired, Oberon and the elfin Puck had mended their mistakes and made
the lovers happy, the green baize curtain had fallen, the audience had
dispersed-fortunately, Oh, how fortunately}"

.

"Samuel N. Pike, who made his fortune in the liquor business, began
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building his first opera house in Cincinnati in 185A, right next
door to thé printing plant--of The Enquirer-newspaper.-The fire
that ruined it in 1866 caused the Enquirer to skip a day's
printing.

Pike had built the elegant structure on Fourth Street between
walnut and Vine after being impressed by the singing of the
Swedish coloratura, Jenny Lind.

Pike had constructed no ordinary opera house when he
finished with it in 1859. Its' enormous dome and magnificent
decorations led many to call it the most sumptuous theater
in America.

When fire came, it was on a scale as grand as the building's,
On the evening of March 22, 1866, during a performance of Mid-
summer Night's'Dreém.

It was a candle inside a paper cheese box used for a moon
that was left burning unheeded. The result was a blaze that gutted
the entire theater, .

Suddenly, the rear wall gave way and it set off an explosion
in The Enquirer newspaper plént, destroying it.

However, since the paper had Just moved bo tis present Vine
Street address there was émpaper on--the-following day,

Pike's Opera House in Cincinngti_didn't stay demolished for
long. In 1890; it was rebuilt as the Pike Opera Ruilding by
prominent citizens and became once more'a principal ornament of
the city.

' During this time period was when Crosley senior ewned this
famous house. This too, was the playground, so to speak, of Powel
.Crosley Jr.

But the jinx on Pike's Opera House was just beginning. On
February 25, 1903, the rebuilt opera house fell victim to flames,
¥ore than $1,500,000 in damages was done. After this halocaust,
no one ever attempted to rebuild it again,

The Cincinnati Enquirer said of this:"The first fire caused
by the candle did more than kindle the fire and caused another
writer in the 1921 era to outdo himself with his fluent style of
words,"

For some beautiful prose, read this:"Nearly an hour passed
when the fire ieaped from behind that curtain up and along the

Scenes, out through the green baize, up along the rich ornamentation
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of boxes, along richly gilded pillars, through cushioned seats and

swiftly up and up to the beautiful ceiling and dome. Then sounds had
changed as well as scenes. In place of symphonies and stirring milodies
were the crackling and roaring tones of a great destruction; and the crash
of cymbals and drums of the grand 'Wedding March' had given place to that
of falling dome and walls, And within an hour the people of Cincinnati were
to mourn, with a depth of feeling never exhibited here hefore over any
local calamity, the total loss of Pike's Opera House."

The story about these events is best told by the nerson who witnessed
it. The writer wrote about it in the next morning's newspaper. The events
of March 22, 1866, were well told. "Cincinnati had never experienced
their equal in loss of property by conflagration; never so great a
financial loss shared at one stroke by so many firms and individuals;
and never so general a depression in a sympathy over a sentiment involved
by destruction of property, at least without loss of life."

"And this writer, to the best of his knowledge and belief, is the
only surviver of the few who had opportunity to write of those events, he
being on the original Commercial Newspaper, at the northeast corner of
fourth and Race Streets." - R

The newspapar writer said later on:"The Enquirer office was destroyved
that night, and the owners, Vessrs, Washington and Wilev McLean and James
J. Faran and such writers as G.M.D. Bloss, J.C. Bellman, George S. Bennet,
Fred Hunt a nd others of the staff, were relegated to dismal inaction. Now
they were all gone. The Gazetter people, over at the northeast corner of
Fourth and Vine, were considerably hampered by the blistering heat that
came to them;those there at that time who did write about that fire have
all 'passed over.' I know of none left on the German paners ar on The Times
or Chronicle or of the Associated Press who a re still living to say that
they wrote about it from first view on the night of the disaster or on
the following day," ‘

The writer from The Commercial Tribune continued "There happened a
very sfrange and extraordinary coincidence connected with that outbreak
of fire. This writer, after witnessing the last act that night, lounging
back in the foyer with Mr, Pike, had accompanied ¥Vr. James Loucheim, an
attache of the opera house, to a late dinner at an establishment at 171
Vine Street, west side, north of Fourth, where is now a great banking
institution. In the company, after this dinner or lunch, were James A,
Corry, a son of the first Mayor of Cincinnati, and his son, the late Frank

Corry;also, Elias L. (Bolly) Lewis, John McKinnie and perhaps one or two
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others. As they picked their teeth and smoked their cigars their
conversation happened to reach the possibilities of disaster in
event of a panic at the then Mozart Hall, in its great height
in the Catholic Institution, where fine, large audiences were
frequently gathered for theatricals or for operas,"

"Said one of the group;'Well, there may something of that
kind happen, but I don't think it will ever come to Pike's
Opera House,"

"Just then, clese on to 11:30, there came a strange, muddled,
roar, followed by the clatter of horses and hacks from the stand
alongside the postoffice, at the southwest corner of Fourth and
Vine. The strange roaring noise was from an explosion back of the
stage of the opera house," " “he

"Loucheim, having a key to the small door within the main
door of the front of the opera house, was swift to reach the scene
of desf}uction within the place, accompanied by his companions
of the last hour or two."

"The sparks of the fire were communicated to the scenery
back of the stage, the immense mass of canvas, o0il and paint were
enveloped in a roaring blaze in a few minutes,"

' The above was included in the personal history of Powel
Crosley, Jr. as a sort of "mind conditioner" of the culture of
that era,

In 1976 we find the Music Hall edifice on Elm 3treet a
reminder of the great past and the heritage of Cincinnati,

It may seem strange to a casual reader why I've put all these
anparently unnecessary details into a history of the man Crosley.
It has long been a pet peeve of mine that most history books only
give dates, names, and geograrhical locations in their story and
to my way of thinking these are meanineless unless they are related
to surrounding history, In short, we must understand the customs
and culture of the age we are trying to tell about., Our Mores' and
habits change with time, and what is contempory today, was unknewn
of a half-century ago,

Besides telling of a way of life which existed over a half-
century ago, I am also anxious to tell about a business philosophy
which built this great country, It is call FREE ENTERPRISE!

In the April issue of "Reader's Digest" for 1975 there was
an excellent article entitled BIG GOVERNMENT AND OUR ECONOMIC WOES,
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It was William E. Simon, Secretary of the Treasury who said:"In
their eagerness to combat today's recession-inflatioq, more and more
Americans are being seduced by the ideas of big new federal-spending
programs and wage-price controls. Nothing could be more dangerous to
our way of life,"

Mr. Simon continued with:"For more than LO years, we in the United
States ha ve turned increasingly to the federal go&ernment to solve our
problems. Yet, as the government has enlarged its dominion over our
affairs, it has hecome increasingly apparent that concentrating power in
Washington, can be inefficient, wasteful, and ultimately destructive of
our freedoms. Indeed, the forces of Big Government-however well-
intentioned-bear significant responsibility for creating the woes we
have in the economy today,"

It is my ooinion, as I stated in the beginning of this narrative,
that Mr, Powel Crosley, Jr. personified the verv nucleus of free
enterprise and he operated within an environment which had not become
hostile to an individual's freedoms especially to compete on the open -
market., ' o

Mr. Simon concluded his story on big government:"QUR BASIC DECISION-
Overall, the most critical economic decision we face is whether we want
to leave our basic freedoms in the hands of orivate citizens, The nation

has now reached a crossroads. In a very basic sense, we must choose either
to restore a more competitive, more open society or to commit ourselves-
perhaps irrevocably- to a society in which the large decisions ahout our
economic and personal welfare are made by a central government."
HISTORY

"History surely teaches us that the system of free enterprise, despite
its mény flaws, is the system most compatible with the protection of rights
and liberties as well as the one that is most productive of material goods,
Equally so, recent history shows that government, despite its'splendid
intentions, is incapable of matching the vitality, the wisdom and the
ingenuity of free men," '

It is. my sincere hope that Crosley's history wiii kindle a resurgence
of the home-spun vitality that built America. It may also be ;ndicative of
our times(l976) for me to compare some rather basic concepts in idealogy
which existed then and now in 1976. The summation could simply be stated ”

~ that in Mr, Crosley's -day his only contact with the federal government was

to buy a one-cent postage stamp! There were no social security, or any
other goewernmental controls to hamper the natural growth,(until WW2)
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In THE AVERICAN MAGAZINE for October,194R, Powel Crosley

wrote his own story while he was president of Crosley Motors,Inc.

50 JORS IN 50 YEARS _
by Powel Crosley, Jr.
"Every experience has its profit"...A"rolling stone" who-
waﬁdefed all the way from phonographs and radios-to canoces
and automobiles tells his own story of rewarding detours in
a land of opnortunity, .

When I was 12 years old I_de01ded it was about time for me to
take a swing at the world. At the time,the automobile was the
scientific but unpredicteble wonder of the'day, but, to me, its
future was assured. So I determined to build one. Rather short on
capitol at the moment, I horrowed %8 from my younger brother, Lewis,
and, with hig hglb, cbncocted a Li-wheeled wagon, nowered it with:an

electric motor and a battery, and disblayed it to my father as my

"inveéntion," _ Father looked on it with dubious
eyes. In fact, he thought so little
/;J;, of the contraption that he * = -~
AT __ " laughingly offered me $10 if it
. Nﬁ__ 3 J run. ' :
/‘(’ \$\£E?i§ir\ ,./,/“ *\\ After the test-my "autermobile"
v*//‘b,l;‘*'l/ : had traversed a whole block-I
\\\\-_‘ /f”f \4//L) //accepted the %10, repaid Lewis his
Crosley's first autol — $8 and $1 as his share of the - .- .

profits, and gloatingly pocketed
my #$1, convinced that I had embarked on a great industrial career in
. the new mechanical age,

Nearly half a century has passed since then and I am finally
manufacturing automobiles. But the road between has been as winding as
the track of a snake on desert sands.

\Before I got around to automobiles again I made such diversified-
products as phonographs, scalp massagers, refrigerators, bed cooling -
systems, radios, radio ornaments, canoes, car accessories, airplanes,
and furnlturé But, in in doing so, I leamned more about industry than
if I had limited myself to one venture, Every new product was an
educationa, detour on the road to my ultimate goal, In every experlence
there was something gained. Only in America, where a man is free to

put his hand to anything he chooses, is this sort of education possible,
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By the time I was 27 I had worked at more occupations than there is room
to list here, flitting from city to city, job to job, seldom holding one longer
than a few ﬁonths. I had been a youthful telephone repairman, a summer-vacation
chauffeur, an auto salesman, an advertising and nnblicity man for a car man-
ufacturer and an auto racing team, a $12-a-week president of a company which
barely managed to turn out one car before it failed, a bond salesman, and head
of an advertising novelty firm. In other words, it looked as if I might be
getting nowhere fast, .

So a well-meaning relative implied one night, after a 6-week siege of
illness had reduced my dinances to zero, said I was nothing but a rolling
stone. When, he demanded, "are you going to settl down and make something of
yourself?h

From this point of view he was right, But if I were a young man today,

I would try to follow the same pattern, I'm convinced, as I was then, that
a man must set a goal for himself, get a job as close to that goal as
possible, then persistently drive toward it. When he can see the j;b's
limitations to his future advancement it's time to quit anAd éet a new one.

It doesn't matter how many jobs he holds, or, really, how far afield
he wanders, as long as he keeps his sights on his objective and ahsorhs all
possible worthwhile knowledge from what he is doing today., Like a bee buzzing
from flower to flower, seemingly aimlessly, he extracts, from each, nectar to
be stored away for future use, _

In the bond business I learned finance. In car agéﬁcies I learned
salesmanship. In attempting to develope new products I learned a lot about
engineering and mechanics. Each exneriehce contributed to my store of know-
ledge, which today has enabled me to realize my Tifelong ambition to build
a small car within the means of the average wace earner,

Today, thanks to our democracy, opnortunities are much mope plentiful
then they were when T was young, They have rultiplied because America had
progressed as has no other country,

Not too many years ago there existed only one concept of capitalism-
'"Make a product as cheaply as possible and sell it for as much as Possible,"
That meant cheap labor, supnression of individual rights, large profits for
the few. Almost everywhere but in America that theory still seems to holg
true. Elsewhere in the world profits are béing used either to nay for the last
wap or to finance a new one. In many nations Mr, Average man, the fellow
who deserves a break, is taxed far beyond even his limited canacity to pay
for the greediness of warmongers, the conceit of dictators, the narrow vision
of men who wonld destroy civilization to gain their own ends
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Tt is for these reasons that I long ago embraced the words of

an uhldentlfled commerclal philosopher-as- those..of sheer genius. It

was his credo that "He who serves best profits most," I think every one

of us should anpreciate that adage., From a purely humanitarian stand-
. point it's perfect. From a purely selfish viewpoint it pays off in the
kind of success most foreigners consider as tyrically Aperican,

I was born with a silver spoon in my mouth. But it was jerked
out before I could distinguish its taste from that of the common
dime-store variety.

My father was a successful Cincinnati attorney, and a more
than successful real-estate developer on the side. He made money
as fast as the Philadelphia mint. Then he collapsed, with a lot
of other men, in the panic of 1893. He remained, as a man, still
strong and courageous-but he lost most of his money, probably
to my advantage.

My father left me nothing in worldly thlngs. Looking back
now, I am much more grateful for his moral legacy: a philosophy
of perseverance, 2 gratitude to a bountiful country, a knowledge
that my future was my own to forge the way I would. '

He paid my way through preparatory school, through one year

“of'college and two years: of -1aw- sehools. he. gave me a very small-I
thought 1nadequate-a110wance."If you want anything else, son," he
told me, "why don't you earn it?"

Well, as I said before, I worked at more jobs than an
jtinerant printer, but always with the idea in mind that some day
I'd get to manufacture autos.

After my illness I landed a job with a reputable advertising
firm. As I progressed, I obtained some free-lance work on the side
and developed a mail-order plan for the sale of a nroduct
called "gasotonic," the first gasoline fortifier. The owner of the
product was in the auto accessorieg business and he sent for me
one day.

"Crosley," he said, "can you figure an idea to sell re-liners
made from old tires?" I came up with a mail-order rlan to sell
them through agents, with the trade name, TREDKOTE. This alunched
the Amerlcan Automobile Accessories Company. I continued my as work
as an item of major income.

That winter of 1916 almost got wiped out of business, because

in those days people with cars just put them away during poor weather,
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So it came about that, by soring, the little comnany owed the backer
$1,500, at the time a fabulous sum.

I was optimistic, however, so I bought out my backer for $1,500 worth
of notes. We were just moving into World War 1 and the nation's natriotism
was mounting to fever pitch. I designed a flag holder that clamped on
an auto radiator cap. It sold like a cold drink in an arid desert. We made
thousands of them, and thousands more of an anti-draft shield to be placed
above the windshields of Model-T Fords to keep the wind out. And T devised
the "Litl Shofur," a gédget which returned those same Fords to a straight
line after they had struck a rock or a rut, a maneuver which would
ordinarily set their drivers to wrestling with the wheel like a Kodiak bear,

The success of these relatively unimportant and inexpensive products
convinced me that I shouls appeal to the masses rather than the classes,
that my serving best-at the lowest possible cost to the consumer-I would
profit the most. Because, before long, the profits from my growing business
enabled me to branch out into phonograph production and allied fields, from
which, in 1921, I grossed $1,000,000.

_....Despite a more“than 10% prifit, I still wasn't content with the progress
' We were making, Theugﬁt;:écbeéé6;}"Bﬁ31néss was slowing down, the phonograph
business began slumping, and it seemed annarenf.that we would have to find
another nroduct to mass-produce for the "pocketbook trade." We tried oil
burners-and lost $80,000. We experimented with canoes, with specialty furniture,
custom phonogtaph cabinets, and several other things. None seemed to fill

the bill, )

One day my son visited a friend, and came home with glowing descriptions
of a new "wireless" outfit. It had thrilled him so much that he begged me to
buy him one, I tentatively agreed, thinking of it as an inexpensive toy, and
we visited a Cincinnati radio store the next day. The proprietor offered
me a one-tube set for $150, For a 9-year old boy that was a pretty exnensive
toy, so we walked out of the shop with a 25-cent book called The ABC of Radio,

I read the book, and it intrigued me. A couple of days later I returned
to the shop and asked whether I couldn't buy the parts and assemble them
myself. For something between #20 and $25 I returned home with headnhones, a
tuning coil, a erystal detector, a condenser, and other mystifying gadgets,
and built a set,

The thing absolutely fascinated me. Although I could get lettle music-only
lpcal amateurs~I was sure it had a future. It was a costly belief, I weﬁt to
another shop and had them build mé a 3-tube set for something 1like %200, Next,
I ordered a 2e-watt transmitter and started sending out recorded music over

the air. Before I knew it I had virtually forgotten about my regular business
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in my intense interest in radio,

I hired a couple of young englneering students from the
University of Cincinnati, We built the Harko receiver and were able
" to sell it for #35, which was cheaper than anvthing on the market.
The idea-and the price-met with almost imhediate publie ;cceptance.
I soon found myself in the radio business up to my ears, so much
so that I was forced to susnend work on the automobile-seems like
I was always working one one-w1th which I was then experimenting,

My son's desire for a radio set and the results of our early
experiments sta~ted another business ﬁhich became a multimillion-
dollar corporation-eventually making several different products-solely b
because it was based on the principle of making available to the
average man, at prices'he could pay, the luxuries which, heretofore, .
only the rich'man could afford.

I don't want to imply, even for a minute, that any of my enter-
prises have been one-man affalrs because that would be comnletely
untrue, Slngle—mlndedness in attaining an ambition is a nraise-
worthy and, usually, a profitable trait. I have always welcomed the
ideas of other men. It has been saiq that every crackpot inventor-
even those with perpetual-mofion machines-has been welcome in my -
office., That's not too far wrong. Our business is not built on new
ideas, but “on the improvement of old ones. We must be willing to
realize that, in 6urse1ves, we are far from omniscient, that a single
mind is worth only a single thought, that the mingling of minds is
the basis of our prosperity.

I recall a man who came into my office one day with a-
revoTutionary new idea for'refrigepators in the country., But it
seemed to me that his invention had merit. I made him an offer: 25
cents royalty on every refrigerator! employing. his device.

"Nope!" he said. "I want $15,000 cash.” I argued with him,
fought with him, finally gave in to him, He got his #15,000, If
he had accepted our offer he would have made more than $200,000.

-But, contrarlwlse, another inventor turned up with.a new loud-
speaker for a radio, We offered him 3 per cent royalty, plus a
salary during the development stage. His acceptance meant hundreds
- of thousands of dollars to him,

T credit our democratic way of 1ife with making possible the
opportunity for succeés through a heeting of free minds. Where else
in the world can a man with a blueprint-and nothing else-find the
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highroad to success? Where else can an individual with complete faith in
his ewn convictions see them grow and bear fruip?

During the war-we were making proximity fuses and collaborating with
the military en other developments at the time-we devised a revoluntionary
new engine which the Navy needed for generating systems on its ships.,
Instead of vasting the block out of iron, as has always been the custom in
reciprocating engines, we stamped 125 or so parts out of sheet steel, fixed
them together, then brazed them into a solid piece through the use of
copper wire and superheated ovens, It worked well, and it gave us the
lightness which we sought., But some of the engines leaked. We had to
have perfection in this matter,

Our engineers struggled with the problem for weeks. We called in
outside consulting engineers, but they were of little help. One day I had
a hunch, and called them together and said, "Let's galvanize the block."
That brewed a storm which raged throughout most galvanizing sheps in
Cincinnati. The gist of the experts' oninion was, "It can't be done."

But I was still convinced it would work. So, after several more weeks
of bickering, I asked a couple of the men to our experimental laboratory
to take four of the engines to a local shop and get them back for sub-
mission to severe and comprehensive testing. Not a single one of the exrert
engineers could find a flaw in the process. It solved all our problems and
gave us an engine which today is being used in automobiles, beats, and
airplanes and as an auxiiiary in busses and industry.

It may be that the refusal of others to recognize the worth of an idea
acts as a challenge to many men., I always ﬁry to remerber that many business
Successes are simply paradoxes-the a ccomplishment of something which,
heretofor, people have believed impossible or impractical,

Tt goes without saying, though, that the nrinciples and practices of
democracy are the foundation stones on which such methods are pmssible.,
Personally, I feel that the debt I owe to America I can never repay, no
matter how much I try.

I have two businesses which T firmly believe kelonged to the nublic,
never to me, Back in the days when I first started manufacturing radie sets
it became apparent that, no matter how good the receivers, radio broadeasting
must be improved if the public was to derive any benefit from it. In 1921 T
secured an experimental broadcasting license for a 20-watt transmitter in
my home. From that I progressed to a small commercial station,

Tt was a success, so much so that by 1935 the station, with a 500,000
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watt transmitter, became the most rowerful in the world. That
station made money, plenty of it, But almost every venny it made
was poured back into the station, increasing powér, improving
programs, and in general giving the.public over the "free air" that
to which it was entitled.

It seems to me that, through some such method within the hounds
of our own abilities, we should give ef our time, our exverience,
our knowledge, as much as we can possibly afford, to show our
gratitude to America, to help our fellow Americans.

Nowhere else but in America would it have been nossible for me
to profit so greatly from experience, from my 50 johs in 50 years,
from the freedom that permitted me to move from job to job and
still keep heading toward my ultimate goal,

Our efforts to enswre that freedom must be consistent and
strong, so thet our rights of individual advancement will not
only bé maintained, but will progress for the benefit not alone
of ourselves, but for the less fortunate people of the world.

THE END# 3¢ 3 3
POWEL CROSLEY,JR-OCTOBER 1948
ELE S S I A T 030 30 S 3R 3 36 36 % 3 3 W 3 3 3 % % 3% % %

Powel Crosley, Jr. said ten years earlier than the above
statements the follewing in October of 1938:

"I think I was brought up as a perfectly normal human being
I think, We moved to the country when I was six years old. That was
while my father's law business was in Cincinnati,”

"My grandfather was in another business in Cincinnati, We lived
on a simple country place and had an opnortunity to see how things
were raised from the ground., I always had my own little patch in the
garden and was taught to plant the seed and'keep the weeds out,
which probably was done ahout as well ag most boys do it-"he
commented laughingly,"

"I liked to hunt as a boy and fish, I played football and
baseball all through my years at school. My first football pants were
made from some old 'stair pads' as I recall it, which my mother
carefully sewed on a nair of my short trousers, I wasn't afraid in
the lap of luxury because my father had lost a large nart of his
money, but I went through the nublic"schools in College Hill. There
I had three years as a day student in the Ohio Military Institute,
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also in College Hill, where we lived. Militarv training and the athletics . -
that_went_wiih it helped me to build up my chysical side. I was abnormally
tall and ver} slender, My military uniform more resemhled something on a
green string bean than anvthing else I can think of. Along about this time

I acquired the nickname of Chick."

"Afier graduatiﬁ; from the Q"I in 1905, .I went to the University of
Cincinnati and intended to take the course for rreparatory law, I was
influenced a couple of weeks before. I matricnlated to take engineering.

I had always been interested in engineering in things mechanical. I nlanned
and played with electricity-frqm the time I was a very small boy. I recall
when I reached the age where I would have my own room, I took the back

room in the housé for a bedroom. It orginally had a hand pump to pump water
to the tank, from which water was supplied to this plumbine fixtures through-
out.the house. When city water became available it was piped directly to
this tank in the attic and by means of a float attached to a valve it
automatically supplied water. I attached various devices to this high
pressure water line and, I remember particularly generating electricity for
a few lights and an electric train. We had electric'liéﬁts long before they
were in general use.,"

"I built my first autombbile when I was 12 or 13 years old, by
acquiring an electric battery motor and taking some storage batteries secured
from the electrician of the Pike Opera House."

"The use of electricity in the days of the Pike Opera House was in its
infancy. As was the custom at that time, electricity for large buildings was
generated in their own plants-not by a company. The work of the electrician
responsible for the generation and use of electricity in this very large
building naturally attracted the fancy of me. Having a vivid imagination and
an inventive turn of mind I figured out a means of driving this motor by
hooking up a number of small storage batteries in series which developed the
necessary current and voltage to operate the automobile,"

"My brother, Lewis, financed the adventure. He being two years younger
than I was, he supplied the $8.00. We both worked that summer. My father
believed in boys learning the value of money, so he helped each of us ret
a job. I was about 13. We earned #3.00 a week, out of which we paid our
carfare and other expenses and hought our lunches. Our work was reconditioning
some telephones and I was probably more extravagant than my brother hecause
at the end of our working period during summer vacatlon, he had #8.00 and I
had nothlng. So the %8,00 went back into the development of this automobile
which we built with the understanding that if it ran a certain distance we
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would get $10,00 from my father. With the help of the village black-
smith we finished the car and got the $10,00 out ef which I paid
my brother and we divided the two dollars equally as profits,"

"In spite of my liking for things mechanical, I wasn't prepared
for an engineering course, I found chemistry difficult, having had
no high school chemistr&. I realized that I couldn't make the grade
as an engineer so I quit before they let me out."

"Being very much interested-this was back in 190f-in auto-
mobiles, one winter and summer I.demonstrated my early cars. The
next year, more in line with my law work, I advanced and renewed
leases for Phil Morton, the outdoor advertising man, for sign
locations and billboards. After two years of law I was very
anxious to get out and go to work. So I went with Rudolph Kleybolte
& Company, investment bankers, and sold bonds and other securities
for a year or two."

"I had the ambition to build automobiles, and left the
baqking business to start my own automobile manufacturing company,

I interested some men with money in the venture and built a ecar

in 1907. There was a denression-it was difficult to finance beyond
the experimental car, This was rather a sad disappointment., I went
over to Indianapolis to get into the automobile husiness. First with
Carl Fisher for a while, and then I became assistant manager for

the Parry Auto Company. This was the old Parry Company who made a

new car at that time. This was followed by a connection with the
National Motor Vehicle Co., of Indianapolis, as assistant sales and
advertising manager.,"

R T LR R I R

As the editor, and sometimes writer, for this treatise on
Powel Crosley, Jr. I have reserved some rights to use my Judgement
in the matter of whether to rewrite a story or to retain the words
of the original author. 3uch is the case now. I think it better
if the original writings are printed here in order to conserve the
flavor of the times they vere written in,

A writer, Gerard Piel, wrote in February 17th issue of LIFE
Yagazine for 1947 the following:

PCWEL, AND OLD-TINE GADGETEER MAKES A RID FOR THE AMTRICAN

MASS MARKET WITH A MIDGET CAR THAT I3 LOW-PRICED, LIGHTWELGHT

AND UNADORNED,

Powel Crosley Jr., the manufacturer of the low-priced, mideet
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Crosley automobile, is the kind of client advertising men try to avoid."

The writer continued"He likes to override their ideas with
unconventional inspirations of his own. His 1latest is the ad for the 1947 :
Crosley, currently appearing in several national magazines. Instead of
a full page, such as every other car manufacturer uses, it occupies the .
kind of little half-column space normally employed to a2dvertise auto
accessories, tabletop radios and trusses. 'Small Car,' says Crosley, in
explanation of this breach of tradition, fsmall ad."-

"Owners' of full-sized Detroit cars are_likely to argue that no
tradition has been breached. The Crosley, they say, is not a car at all.

It is a dumpy, dowdy little job which, however cute, can hardly enkance
the owner's social status. But Crosley, who has sold practically every-
thing except trusses through small ads, believes that there are buyers
for his idea of what the U.S. family car ought to be."

"This buyer, as Crosley sees him, is the man who prizes unility
above vanity and wants .to know what is under the hood. If Crosley has
read his mind correctly, the midget car may open up again the low-income
mass market that Detroit has abandoned during the last 15 years to the
used-car lots, 'For the first time in years,' he says,'and family that
can afford a car can afford a new one."

"People who have never heard of the Crosley or cannot distinguish
it from importea comﬁetitors, such as the British Baby Austin or thé
little Italian Fiat, may identify Powel Crosley more readiiy as a
manufacturer of kitchen equipment and tabletop radios, as owner of super-
nowWer station WIW, the loudest radio voice in the U.S. or, if they read
the sports pages, as proprietor of the National League's Cincinnati Reds.
Crosley himself prefers to be known as an automobile manufacturer. He
brought out a preliminary version of his car in 1939 as a side-line to
his other products. In 19L5, however, he sold 2ll his other enterprises
and now proposes to dedicate the rest of his life exciﬁsively to the
Crosley car.,”

"Why he took such a radical course at th- age of 60 can be understood
only by men of equal years who remember how much they wanted to be what
they did not become. Powel Crosley is already listed among the countless
casualties of the auto industry. During his adolescencé his native city,
Cincinnati, was an automobile town, as was almost every other town in lower
Ohio and Indiana in that period. The auto industry was still a Cherokee strip,
and the columns of white dust rising from the Indianapolis Speedway marked

the trail of the homesteaders squatters and claim jumpers racing pellmell
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to stake a claim for i immortality."

" The Crosley car had the low-income person in mind, but it
also catered to the hetter-off families whose status had declined
and, at a 11 times, to anyone who can afford a second car."

"The only real problem Crosley can foresee is that the demand
for his product may get out of hand. If it should turn out to be
the Model-T of 1948 or 1950, he is aware that he has no patent on
the small car idea and that there are other auto-makers in a far
better position to put it on a really mass-production basis. At his
age he has ambition to make a million Crosley's a year. He would,
however, like to be identified in the public mind as its inventor."

"For this reason it pained him deeply, after waiting a lifetime
to get a Crosley car on the road, to see the first 5,700 1947 models
leave the plant minus an essential part-the Crosley Nameﬁlate. The
supplier had failed him at the last minute. Until the owners of
the new Crosley's get out the paint remover, however, there will be
no doubt who made them, For the Crosley name is paintgd in bright
red letters three inches high on the bumners.!.

"Crosley anticipates no trouble in selling all the cars he can
make. Discounting the present seller's market, he calculates that at
least 150,000 of the 15,000,000 who buy autos every year would like
to buy economy. He firures, furthermore, that the Crosley, as the
lowest-priced U.S. car, is depression-proof,"

And so the 1942 talk with an inventor of a sheet-steel, internal
combustion engine paid off, It was under a Navy contract and

'development plan, with Crosley's chief engineer, Paul Klotsch, that he
proceeded to hammer out the Crosley Cobra engine. With this engine

in hand Crosley was sure he had an automobile, It was the Aviation
Corporation's Victor Emanuel who turned up with an offer later to buy
everything Crosley owned except the car and the Cincinnati reds. He
knew that the hour had arrived., For the business that he had started
on a $1,500 note, he got $12,000,000. (in cash!)

During the 1939 period the 5,500 prewar Crosles climbed swiftly
up the social ladder to resale prices in excess of #1,150, three or
four times the price at the plant. Making 120 to 150 miles on three
gallons of gas per week during the rationing period of the war. They
met the trains, went to market and took the children to school, with no
detours via the black market which existed on anything to do with an
auto during the war years between 1942 and 1945,
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By the year 1947 they were saying:"U,S, citizens no longer have - e
compunctions about wasting gasoline., But Detroit has some severe misgivings .
about the future of its present product. At #1,300 and up, the lowest-
priced 1947 Detroit car is as far beyond the means of the average U.S. family
as new housing. Even if it can get its base price down to *1,700, Detroit
must still face up to the hard facts of household accounting. The
depreciation and operating cost of a $1,000 car come to #45 to $60 per
month, This is too big-e chunk out of the *200 monthly budget of the
average family. Furthermore, as the population disperses to.suburban
communities, the transportation charge looks more and more like cost of
living and less and less like fun,"

Even at its present much-too-high price of $8L9 F.0.B., the total
monthly cost of the Crosley, including depreciation, is only $30 to #40. This
priceprice, based on an output of about 70 cars per day in a plant(Marion, Ind.)
designed to produce only 40,000 cars per year, includes a profit that has
already put Crosley motors; Inc. in the black. In his mental arithmetic,
however, Crosley figures on arriving at a price closer to‘%SOO at a production
kind of sound economic sense that sold 1,300,000 Model T Fords to the U.S.
public in 1926, But Crosley, lacking the facilities of a River Rouge, is
in no rosition to entertain any such gradiose notions. For the moment his
objective is to sell all the cars he can make at a profit."

Crosley's memory of his early frustrations in the auto business is too
fresh in his mind to permit him to take any 111-cons1dered gambles on making
too big a success in too big a hurry now that he has his foot in the door,
R S S I I I I S R VIV L R R e

CROSLEY'S BRAINCHILDREN

If I could find all the different ideas, inventions, brainstorms, etc.,
of Powel Crosley I'm sure they would fill a book as large as Sear's proverbial
catalong!

Some of the more outstanding, and successful, ones are now residing in
the Jack Gray Wireless Museum at Mason, Ohio, Jack died in 1970, but three
trustees were appointed to watch over the gear until such 2 time as it could
find a permanent home, The trustees are: Charles Williams, of Western Southern
Life Insurance;Phil'Winters, Chief engineer of Kroger's outlets, and John
bruning, retired from D.H, Baldwin Piano Company. At this writing it looks like
there will be a.place provided in the new quarters of the Cincinnati Educational
Station, WCET at 12th and Elm Streets in Cincinnati near Music Hall.
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It was in the field of the automobile that Crosley found a ready
outlet for his talent as a gadgeteer. Some of his better ideas
were inspired by the Model T Ford, which invited patching and
improvement at many points. He devised, for example, a strip of
material for calking draft leaks at the top of the windshield. He
also.marketed "TREDKOTE", a patch for auto shoes, "DRIKLENIT"
an auto polish, and strayed outside of this field to take on the
sale of phonographs and he built some under the trade name of
"MARION." He conceived the idea of a walker for habys and called
it "GO-BY-BY". This was a combination kiddy car and baby-stroller,
This was later sold to Frank Walker out in Norwood where he built
them,_ZEggi and all the parts, and sold them under the name of
"TAYLOR-TOT." I worked for him for quite a while myself.

About this time he conceived the germ of the present Crosley
car. He watched his customers!' struggles to keep their Model Ts in
one piece long past the term of natural obsolescence, he concluded
that they needed a really cheap, therefore small, car which they

could afford to throw away after a few years. He made several operating
models.,

In my day we had the iceman and SN N
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The SHELVADOR kept all the competitive manufacturers in a state
of suspension until the patent ran out 17 years later, There were
mechanical problems which Crosley overcame. One of the chief obstacles
to a true Shelf-in-the-door, was to not weaken the door structure. Another
problem was to assure that the insulation properties were not impaired.

As I write this in 1976 it is my blieve that ALL home refirgerators are
using this principle.

Crosley was in the woodworking business at the time the phonograph
sales took a nosedive in 1921, He turned to the radio business about that
time. Many, many ideas were incorporated in Crosley radios.,

The Crosley plant suffered severe damage during the Ohio River flood
of 1937. Gasoline storage tanks floated up to the plant and exploded.

The refrigerator and ca binet plant was badlu burned.

Crosley said "I believe in having a diversity of activities for the
reason that if one gets hit the others will carry me along."

Crosley came out with a hair growing machine called X-ER-VAC. These
were floor models with a cover, much like a hair dryer, that fitted over
the scalp. They were frequent sights in barber shops in the mid 30's,

Crosley pioneered with a S™OW VEWICLE which the Armv used to haul sleds.
Croslay radios appeared in every worthwhile magazine and dozens of new
models were seen, He specialized in small table radios which we in the trade
learned to call them THE ALL-AMERICANM FIVE, because thevy used five tubes.,
Previous to that he built every year what he called THE CROSLEY FIVER.'

Crosley also built washing machines, dryers plus the kitchen equiﬁment.

In a second series of articles which appeared in The S8 turday Evening
Post September 30th 1939 it was the writer Forrest Davis who wrote under the
title:

THE CROSLEY TOUCH-AND GO!

"The legend, founded on this magnificense, harks back. fittingly,
to the improbable mytk of King Midas. It pervades Cincinnati, a town which
always has nourished its traditions and enjoyed an Old World atmosphere
in which legends thrive. Whether you find yourself in a musty BIERSTUBE of
Cincinnati's Over-The-Rhine section, or in the rarefied Queen City Club,
you'll be almost certain to hear the phrase;!'Crosley has the Midas touch,
everything he touches turns to gold.'@?he writer found‘"The mythmakers of
Cincinnati only too willing to cite chapter and verse. Crosley, they
maintain, ran a five-cent pamphlet into big business and millions for
himself. With a kind of envious awe, a coprer on Vine 3Street reported
that Crosley had magnified a twenty-watt transmitter he made himself
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in his own attic, into the world's most powerful radio station,

drenching the whole western hemisphere in melody, good cheer and
Crosley-edited news. A taxi driver observed, with a trace of

spite, that a pennant for the Reds would be worth a million

dollars to Crosley, meaning that the nublicity accruing incidently
to the Crosley name might enormously enhance the sale of Crosley
products. One of Crosley's first acts upon taking over the Reds was
to change the time-honored name,Redland Field, to Crosley Field."

L_It was said that Powel was never one to overlook some small
incident which most people would pass over as not worth while,
Crosley saw at an early age, and stage, of redio that here was some-
thing that could revoluntionize the world. He wasn't far wrong. Can
you imagine your world today without radio or television? If you had
lived in Crosley's age in 1919 would you have foreseen the immense
possibilities in radio? This is what the writer called "The Crosley
Touch," He seemed to have the uncanny ability to see things far in
advance of others.& .

The Precision Equipment Company built a radio station(lst in
Cincy) shortly after the ban on radio was 1ifted after WWl. Tt was
Harry Brekle, late of the Navy, who built this station, WMH, with the
help of Russel Blair. They made several models of radios also for
the public and sold parts to would-be hams. Located at 3437 Gilbert
Avenue in Walnut Hills, Cincinnati,

L_Crosley decided he too wonld begin manufacturing parts for
radios, for after all this was the only way to get a radio-do it
yourself /X

lAs Crosley was already in the electrical supply business; it
seemed natural he should first make a porcelain tube socket for the
new vacumn tubes., Crosley made two modelsl One socket was made of
moulded insulating material, having high di-electric Yalues, and the
other of porcelain, which also had undisputed electrical qualities.
The Crosley socket was well known, and was being used by thousands
‘of persons who were interested in the development of radio. One sold
for LO¢ and the other for 50¢, S 'ws MOVN TE O
Both sockets were made in one
piece. The contacts were of
special, strong phosphor
bronze, nickel plated, to

eliminate to a great degree df[ ‘A‘ 70{-
corrosion at the contacts., .
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The nuts ans screws are brass, nickel plated.. Both models are designed
to prevent short-circuiting of high voltage "B" bettery current across
the filament contacts, thus eliminating the danger of burning our the
filament through careless inserting of the tube, They may be mounted on a

base or panel.

s
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KNOB_AND DIAL
Our new knobs.and dials are unquestionably the most attractive
on the market. They are of molded composition
carefully and a ccurately made. The lines and .
figures are molded in the dials and inlaid
With white enamel. The dials are three inches

in diameter. Furnished with bushing for a _
%-inch shaft. The knob itself is very large, giving. -
a much better control for sharp tuning, : PRICE. . . .60¢

the tendancy has been to control the dial for sharp tuning with the fingers
near the circumference. The new knob provides the grip where it should
by means of a much larger diameter. You can not appreciate the difference
until you tune with this knob, '
G R B R R I R R I R U T O A S AV
HEADPHONES

The Crosley 2,500 ohm Head Set, embodying all
the features of a perfect receiver, was designed to give
satisfaction under the most severe operating conditions-
that of weak signals. Its sensitivity and matched tonal

PRICE...%36.00

qualities make it the ideal receiver for commercial

and amateur use. This head set incorporates beauty, comfort, ruggedness
and lightness, weighing, completely assembled, only 1l ounces.
Bobbins are automatically machine wound, insuring proper number of
ampere~turns. Balanced windings mean no tone distortion., Several pairs
of phones may be connected together without loss of signal strength.
Permanent magnets are so designed to have correct diaphragm bull in
a low-loss magnetic field. Headband construction insures corfortable fit,

Shells are of polished aluminum, all other parts heavily nickeled.
*-X—-)é**-)(--)(—-)(—-)’c-)(--!’«-)(--)'c%-)(--)(--)(--)(--)(--X-‘X-v‘(‘-‘n'--)(-*%%****%**%****

| . BINDING POST -

The Crosley Binding Posts afe now made in three sizes-3/8 inch v

diameter, 7/16 inch diameter, and 1/2 inch diameter.. They are all of the
same design, however, as shown in the illustration....5¢ each.




FILAMENT SWITCH AND TAP SWITCHS

The Crosley filament switch is easy to
install and fuactions perfectly, After j
T /EF it has been added to the set, the operator ;
/

may cot off the filanent current and come
back to the same station without retuning,

The necessity of disconnecting battery '
PRICE 35¢ clips is eliminated. PRICE 50¢
The unique construction of C:rosley Tap Switches assures 2 constant
tension and eliminates all possibility of the switch loosening and
developing a faulty contact on the tans, A stationary washer of

our own design has a soldering lug, which makes possible a buss wire

connection., All Crosley Tap Switches are furnished with a newly
designed tapered knob and nickel-plated switch armm and bushing,

(Taps,nuts and stops also are furnished.)

Switch taps, brass nickel plated, complete with brass nuts s 2%¢ each,
R L T VA Ve N

RADIO CABINETS

Persons who are planning to build their own
radio receivers desire beautiful and well-built
cabinets and panels. Crosley cabinets are highly
finished and strong enough to withstand the
A roughest handling. These come in various sizes.
In fact, we have them to meet the requirements of any type of radio
receiver, Our panels are of genuine formica.(Cincinnati Co too)

INSIDE DIMENSIONS

MODEL PANEL HISH WIDE DEEP CARINET PANEL

SIZE PRICE PRICE
A-2 6 X 10% 5% 10 7 $5.50 $1,58
A-3 6Xx1 51 133 7 $6.50 32,10

A U o
CRYSTAL DETECTOR STAND

‘ The Crosley Crystal Betector Stand, which is
% sold separately, is especially well constructed
¥ neatly mounted on black base, covered on the bottom
} . With green felt, All parts are bright nickel
3 finish, complete with meunted crystal, binding posts,
{ etc., manufactured under the following Pickard
patents: Patented Jan,21,1908;Nov,17,1908.

PRICE....,%1.60
*%***%*********%&**ié%****************

CROSLEY CRYSTAL RADIO RECEIVER

Q

’

The Crosley Crystal Receiver Model 1 is
particularly suited for reception of broadcasting
stations at a distance up to 25 miles, but many

Y . reports have been received that under favorable
S:, ‘“: conditions the range is much greater, in certain
L instenees as great as 253 miles.
Q CIAME The set is sold cemplete with double head
) ' phone, antennae wire, insulators, etec,

PRICE....$25,00




CRO3LEY 'S FAMOUS MBQOX" CONDENSER
~ . *(1922)
4

N Maximum efficiency and minimum cost make

A7 up the Crosley book-type variable condensers

: i‘é& exceptionally popular and in great demand everywhere.
“.\¥"  Changes made recently, including the adoption of
molded plates, adds greatly to their appearance.
Sharp and accurate tuning is desired by every
receiving set operator, and there is no condenser
that renders more efficient service along this

line than does the Crosley Unit.

<"“ ML LP\[,F

Body capacity effects are reduced to such an extent that they are scarcely
noticeable, and no condenser on the market does more to eliminate static
interference. The Crosley Condenser has been so designed as to provide
direct positive metallic contact with the charging plates of the condenser,
thus eliminating the serious contact resistance which is introduced by
spring and friction contacts in the usual form of variable condenser. The
internal resistance caused by imperfect contact between the plates and
spacing washers of the rotary and stationary members of an interlocking
condenser is entirely &liminated in the Crosley Condenser.

Not only has the Crosley type condenser many factors designed to
improve the overall electrical efficiency bnt the arrangement. of the plates
is such that a minimum electric field is produced around the condenser. This
condition is of most vital importance where condensers are employed in
circuits which require very delicate and precise adjustments,

The Crosley Condenser depends upon & thin sheet of high-dielectric
material as insulation between the plates. As there is no friction from the
opening and closing of the plates, the insulation will last as long as the
condenser,

Our tests have shown the maximum capacity to never be less than
.0008 Mfd. This frequently runs better than .00l Mfd. We conservatively
rate these at ,0005 Mfd.

Each condenser is carefully tested to withstand one-thousand(l,OOO)
volts before shipment. Try this on a regular air-type condenser if you
never want to use it again! :

' PRICE.........$2.25
P S 30 3R 36 3 3 3 3 3 36 3 46 36 SE 4F SE 3 36 3 26 36 5 ¥ 3% 3 s % % % ¥
CROSLEY MULIISTAT

The Crosley Multistat, the success of which has been
so phenomenal, is a universal filament control rheostat for
all makes of tubes. In other words, it matters not what
style of tube is used, the MULTISTAT will take proper

; care of the filament current. The wire is so arranged
that is has a graded resistance, the low resistance portion being for the
operation of UV 200, UV20l, C300,C30l, WD1l and WD12 tubes, while the
higher resistance portlon belng for operation of UV20lA, UV199, C301A,C299
or DV6A tubes., New Moulded cups are used to prevent possible loss of shape
and resultant loose contacts. Total resistance exceeds 20-ohms. They are
part of the standard equipment used by the Precision Equipment Company.

The MULTISTAT is as great a necessity to a receiving set owner as is
a pair-of headphones. With the many different type of tubes used today, the
receiving set owner finds this rheostat a necessity as it will take care
of all of them. This is essential, and this is exactly what the MULTISTAT
does. 3tandard 6-phm size at 75¢ and the D-20 Ohm size at 75¢.

PAICE.....85¢

-
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Crosley had several slogans which aoneared on ads which
he ran in numerous magazines. One I remember was BETTER-COSTS LESS.
And in the 1930's he came out with YOU'3IE TWERE WITH A CROSLEY.
Throughout the years Crosley was continuously innovating and
coining phrases for his products,
' He sold batteries, both the rechargable type and the ordinary
dry cells. The "A" battery was nothing more than an ordinary car
battery but it had the name of CROSLET on it. In the ad it stated:
Crosley batteries, both "A" and "B" are in great demand be-
cause of their wonderful service. The "A" battery with its 80-
ampere hour capacity, provides excellent vacumn filament current.

"A" BATTERY PRICE,....%$18,00

In my own collection of memorabilia I have a. "C" battery
which Crosley sold in 1927. Strangely, the battery have never
leaked and actually it still measures voltage! His ad said:

"Our "B" batteries are arranged for connecting in variations
of voltage up to 22% volts.. They have exceotionally long life,
Size, 63/L long, L} wide and 31 deep. Their service is noiseless.

- "B" BATTERY PRICE....%3.00 .
*-)(--)(-**********%’********%********4(-*'
HYDRQYETERS ' _

Because of the high~current rating of the early vacumn tubés
and the fact that they were what was known as "directly heated"
filaments they required a heavy "A" battery to supply the current.

This meant the battery would have to be charged. At first
the people took them to an auto service station but later there
were several manufacturers who made chargers which people could
use at home., The KODEL Electric Company on 3rd street made some,

Every home would make sure their M"AM battery was charged in
the time-tested manner by using a hydrometer.

Croslsaid of his:"Crosley hydrometers also are
in great demand and are vital adjuncts to any radio
receiving station, Solution in any storage battery
must tell you when your battery is growing weak.

LR S I I IR R i A #0333 B 3 I 3 % 3 % o
VARIQUETER3 AND VARIO-COUPLERS

It was Major Armstrong, of MM fame, who invented his .
first circuit which he called "A Regenerative Receiver. This
worked on the principle that a small signal was injected into
the one-tube receiver, and amplified, and then some of this
energy was fed back to be amplified again. Thus fortified it
made the so-called "1 Lunger" set highly sensitive, This ecircuit
required a third coil winding which usually was variable, It was
controlled from the front panel of the receiver, These coils were
known as VARIOMETERS. They had two stationary windings and the
third one variable. It was possible to buy the coils already

wound with wire, or without the wire for those who wound their
own,

oo

=

PRICE,WITHOUT K'TOB AND DIAL............%3,00
«" The Crosley Variocoupler is also sold unassembled for..%1,25

Price Rotor Only.seueiatenniinnnnnna.. o LOg

"The Crosley Variocoupler was designed for efficient usage
where any two circuits are to be coupled together. The coil is °
tapped in six places. The rotor is a varnished wooden ball, the
leads of which are brought out by means of flexible conductors,
and stops prevent their breaking.
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RADIC FREQUENCY AMPLYING TINER

Crosley combined his specail bakelite kncb with that of his book
condenser and a "spider-web" coil to form t%is complete unit,

The Crosley (1922) R.F.A.T. consists of an inductance coil, and a
Crosley book-type variable condenser. It c2n be twned to any wave length
from 200 to 600 meters, derending for ifs action on the infinite impedance
principle. A newly designed inductance coil and anew condenser are used,
The latter had moulded plates, which add to the appearance. These units
have proven their worth and are in great demand.

COMPLETE WITH KNOB AND TIAL....PRICE 3L.25
o3 3 3 % ok %-X-****%{--)’c%**-)(-*-)’r-)(--2(--):-*-3(-%*-)(--2(-%***%*’,(-*')’f*
TUBE SOCKET ADAPTERS

As there were not standards on the pins at the base of a vacumn tube
and no set diameters either, it sometimes became necessary to use a
different type tube than what was originally used. This meant an adaptor
arrangement. Crosley made two types and both of these were available with
either a flush mount or side mounting bracket.

Crosley said:"To meet the demand of those who desire to use
vacumn tubes that do not fit in the ordinary sockets, we have nerfected
the adapters illustrated below. The one of the left is for UV 199 and €299
and the other for the WD 11 and C 11. These adapters also come equipped for
panel mounting. R

PRICE.....veveennrnnn. 60¢ each
PRICE(panel mounting)70¢ -

*%*****-X--K—%*%(-’,(-’,(--)(-****-3(-**%**%********%****
_ VARIND (trade name)

The most efficient type of winding for RF cnils is the spider web type.
Crosley built these and in this unit he uses two mechanically coupled
together so that the distance between them can be adjusted.

Crosley said of these units:"The Crosley Varind
is arranged with a square shaft to prevent the

connecting wires being broken, due to the rotation = ‘(-E-ﬁ' SR
of the coils, All connections are made directly f‘\\,'f'ﬁf S0
to the movable coil thus eliminating the resistance et 1 A

of sliding or bearing contacts. The particular :g'?:§k<3 {;,1{
winding shape has been employed so as to main- QTf*ﬁi\?\”NNQ

tain a close magnetic field, thereby eliminating N e T

the energy losses brought about by stray fields. Yy )

The extrememly low high frequency resistance R

found in the unit makes it most desirabhle for
introduction where sharn tuning is desired. This
type of winding embodies a minimum of distributed capacity."

PRICE......%2,00
-)(-**-)(-7‘('*’,(-*%*-)(-7‘(--)(--)(-******%%%%*%%*
CROSLEY "WAGFON

The word MAGFON is a contraction of the two words
Magnify and phone. Meaning, of course, to amplyfy the
sound, In the early days of radio the transistion from
headphone to speaker did not occur in one jump. At
first the earphone was placed in a large bowl. Then
a trumpet, such as an auto horn, was added much like
the early acoutic phongranh horns. PRICE...%$10,00

R S S RN TR V)




page L1,

Crosley said of his MAGFON speaker: Vo radio station
is complete without it. Puilt in horn: amplifies signals,
voice, or music,making he~d phones unnccessary except on weak
signals, Uses one watch case receiver, any make;simply insert
it in back of cabinet. Reautiful antique mahogany finish.
R R

SHELTRAN TRANSFO? %R

The Crosley Sheltron is a completely shielded transformer.
The high-grade materials used in its construction combined
with excellent workmanship, give it that high efficiency and
attractive appearance so often lacking, except in the most
expensive types.

We have incorporated in the design of the Crosley 3heltran
all the characteristics, so essential and necessary to obtain
the miximum amplification from the rodern vacumn tubes used in
radio work. These tubes, with their high amplification constant,
operate most effectively at large fluctuations of the grid
potential. The Crosley Sheltran is designed to accomplish these
results, and tests have shown that the design is correct to
insure maximug{gﬁficiency. ﬁ
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MUSICONE SPEAKER : /

Early 1925 saw loud sneaker market entirely changed through
advent of MUSICONE, New shape, idea, nrincirle, revolutionized
lagging end of radio. Musicone improved rodio enjoyment more
than 100%.

Latter imitators copied share, color, size. Patented
Crosley actuating unit balked them. Fastest selling piece of
radio apparatus yet devised has maintained its leadership
steadily ever since.

Now important immrovements are announced. Earnest engineers
after long study adopt new metallureical discovery increasing
vibration 10 times, Smoother, richer, more nowerful tone
results. Research develops roisture nroof wire coating. Experience
finds bakelite for hobbins impervious to dampness., Delicate
adjustment easily adhered to by simple device.

PRICE....12-inch cone(1925 price®17.50) today...(1927) %49.75
: 16-inch Super-Musicone...,.%.275 S EN

_ '\ YOTE: CROSLEY HAD A 28-inch 77\
- ; solid mahogany wood housing _ fw{.gf‘ ?
/ he called MUSICONSOLE-*32,00 P
) . —) O\ . 8 A
S N Y Wi
N J L UG FICI ,/' \
VUSICONE / LAY DYNACONE( 19317
03t % 3% 3 o EE I R TR Y S8 3% 3 3 R I A Y ¢
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1927 CROSLEY ANVERTISING **]
Powel Crosley makes radio history, so said the magazine in

1927. Time magazine said in their Sentember issue for 1927: "Last
month the radio world waited, wondered, exclaimed when one Powel
Crosley, Jr., President of The Crosley Radio Cornoration, announced
its acquistion of licenses verrmitting use of natents controlled
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by the Radio Corporation of America, The General Electric Co., The .
Westinghouse Co., The Hazeltine Corporation and the Latour Corporation,

Shortly after Crosley engineers produced the new & tube Bandbox
Receiver, shielded, balanced, sharp. Crosley distributors delighted, cheered,
applauded with orders. Radio business looked rosy-%55 price staggered .
imagination. First samples performed amazingly. Glowing reports drifted in
from all wholesalers.

Radio bugs sitting down to analyze this paramount Crosley Achievements
found:

1. COMPLETE SHIELDING.

Magnetic fields of coils prevented from interfering with on
another by copper housings. Experts noted these features similar
to those found on most expensive sets.

2. ABSOLUTE BALANCE

Neutralization of the radio frequency stages under Hazeltine
principle, Wiseacres quickly detected greater efficiency over
common form of losser method.

3. AC'MINATORS.
Secondary tuning devices used only when air cruising. Far away
stations and weak distant signals are brought to room filling
volume by these ingenious features., Shrewd fans observed tremendous
increased advantage of Bandbox over comron one-dial sets which miss
such signals entirely,
L -VOLIME CONTROL :

Enabling operator to cut loud and local stations down to a

Wwhisper without distoring sound.,
5. ILLUMINATED SINGLE DIAL.

For dark, corners, shadowy locations and twilight or total

darkness operations., -
6. CONSOLE PROVISION.

Skillful planning makes removal of metal cabinet easy, Fitting
into console cabinets is a simple matter. Any hands quickly remove
several screws for escutcheon to cabinet panel and console radio
stands complete, :

7. AC OPERATION.

In specially wired Bandbox receiver at $65 with Crosley Power
converter for supplying A,B, and C current direct from electric
light socket at $60. .

A. Use of new R.C.A. AC tubes attracted much attention. Keen
observors checked UX-226 in radio frequency sockets and 1st audio
stage-a UY-227 detector with indirectly heated emitter and Ux-171
power tube in last audio socket. Radio wise nredicted wonderful
quality from such use of power and such tubes,
B. Srart examiners marveled at simplicity of power converter-
cpmpared size with ordinary "A" storage battery as less than half-
noted how snap switch shut down set completely and approved choice
of 25 and 60 cycle models,
C. July 21st many Crosley dealers invited friends and neighbors
into their stores to hear the Dempsey-Sharkey fisticuffs come in
over the "BANDBOX" and MUSICONE, Reception pleased, enthused,
Vividness of fight description so heightened by faultless recention
that many individual's veport of listening in was summed up in
: the exclamation- YOUR THERE WITH A CROSLEY . "

8. IMPROVED MUSICONE T

9. BEAUTIFUL CONSOLES. .

Last month Powel Crosley, Jr., President of The Crosley Radio Corp.
approved three cabinets intended to receive the Crosley "Bandbox"

A as console radios which are made by the Showers Brothers Co., and
l_, The Wolf Manufacturing Industries,
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1_ READO

RADIO PRINTING-NEW3 AMT) PICTURES
BY RADIO

Crosley...is the first to make this new art available for
demonstration and experimental purposes,

A CROSLEY ENGINEERING TRIUMPH!
ANOTHER CROSLEY FIR3T!
A PIONEERING ACHIEVEVMENT!

The year was 1937 when Crosley saw wide uses for this device
which would print the newspaper right in your own house, He saw
a promise for wide usage for quicker, more accurate s news and views
printed on white paper.

He extended the marvel of radio to give visible impressions;
readable, seeable PRINTED news and views of the world. RADIO FOR
THE EYES AS WELL A3 THE EARS,

Readers who didn't fully realize that we were not to have
commercial television for ten years mav not grasp the full impa ct
of Crosley's idea, He foresaw the time when even televsion, which
is transient and not permanent, would be supnlanted by the printed
page via radio,

-]

l L}
D)‘é PRINTING /
n \ ﬁ\ o /\/ e

W /7?39 -CINCINNATI, OHIO-HOME OF "THE NATIQTI'SJE‘ATION

;{. ‘ g | WEATHER FORECAST “
' ' ‘ (friday)

| : il ! Cincinnati--mostly cloudy: colder.
j;- O OHIO--cloudy and somewhat colder v
= . ? oreceded by snow flurries
> : , in east portion,
\~, KY-generally fair and somewhat P
) colder,
I N IND-possibly rain in morning.

v except rain turning to .

snow extreme north:some
what colder except estreme
s northwest, ’
SHIPPER'S FORECAST
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So the already famous trade-names of Crosley like, SHELVADOR
AND MYSTIC OVEN RANGES, FARM RADIOS, XERVAC, SAVAMAID WASHERS, SAVAVAID
TRONERS, ELECTRIC RANGE3, KOLDRINK BOTTLE COOLER3, HOME & AUTO ANTEMWAS,
RADIO TUBES, we now have READO.

The art of transmitting pictures
and other material by radio will advance
in the years to come.(written 1939)
Nothing will hamner its growth. Pictures
of world events, cartoons, comic strips,
news flashes, weather maps, market
reports,evervthing of a visual
nature will soon be coming over the
air, It is not anticipated that
facsimile will directly compete
with the newspapers.

It will unquestionably be and continue to be a source of flash
news rather than detailed mass-printed material which can only be sunnlied
by the newspapers and periodicals.

Facsimile does not directly compete with sound broadcasting. On a
separate channel it will unquestionably be available as an augmenting
service, providing a visual record of material other than music and
sound being produced for your perusal whether you are oresent or absent.

Facsimile is an entirely separate art from sound broadcasting just as-it
is entirely senarate from television which may or may not be generally
available within the next few years,

Facsimile can be broadcast by any broadcasting station bv the
substitution of a scanning or pick-up device in nlace of a micronhone.

Television requires entirelv different setup and technique.

It seems unlikely that TV will be available from any station in the
near future without the investment of at least one hundred thousand dollars
per station for studio and transmission equipment. A Wealth of material
is available for facsmile at small cost. . -

Material can be printed on an ordinary typewriter and broadcast
interspersed with photographs which are generally available,

Television, on the other hand, will require enormous production
costs comrparable to producing a moving nicture in Hollywood. As TV
receivers will be quite costly wren it does come out of the laboratory
the number of TV receiving sets in use will bhe comnartively small,offering
to the advertiser such a small audience that it will be a long time
before picture production costs can be absorbed.

Eventually we believe that every home will be equipped to receive
sound, facsmile, and television.. \ . '

The problems involved in facsmile broadcasting are simple. Even
to the smallest broadcasting station facsmile is available, Present
estimates indicate that in television with a primary cost of about one
hundred thousand dollars to a broadcasting station that the production
costs of suitable pictures would be at least a million dollars a year
for only one hour of production per day,"

SPECIAL HIGH FI™ELITY TWO BAND CROSLEY PUSH BUTTON RECEIVZIR
Although this receiver is desi ned A T
for sound broadcast reception, it § lz G /’(/"“
incorporates special automatic features
that make it most desirable for use e Lo,
With the Crosley Reado Printer. This set "4’im'f~;4~ o “:i?rz:/
operates on 110 volt(&0 cycle), AC. It is L e G
* @ conventional seven-tube receiver with -
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six-inch loudspeaker for sound broadcasting. A flick of
the switch changes it over to facsmile reception when used in

connection with the Reado Printer. In.

kilocycle to 1570 kilocycle broadcast

addition to the regular SL0
band, it incorporates a second

" band covering the high frequency range for facsmile and sound
reception between 2L megacycles and L7 megacycles. The.set has five
push buttons for use in connection with sound broadcasting or
facsmile on the normal broadcasting band. This set can also be used

R Y

for facsmile printing from phonograph
phonograph pick-up unit is used.

records where suitable

_ For satisfactory results we strongly recommend the use of
this receiver in connection with the Reado Printer as it )
incorporates automatic control of orinting level which is vitally

important to true, even printing, and

automatic operation.

BCCES30RIES FOR THE READO RADIO PRINTER
CROSLEY ELECTRIC TIME SWITCH

This was the first time anyone had come out with a clock
to turn on or off any device at prea rranged times. This clock
fit directly into the READO FRINTER cabinet.

Crosley said "The oroper hour of

any sound broadcast can be

set and when the time arrives the receiving set will go on and

produce the sound or facsmile nrogram
"It is particularly desirable in

early morning or late night

reception, to set the receiver and orinter to come on and receive

Reado. programs for a scheduled period
predetermined broadcast. The Reado Cl
at the beginning of the broadecast and

. 3imnly set the clock for any
ock will turn the receiver on
off at its conclusion."

SPECIAL ANTENNA FOR THE READO RECEIVER

. For best reception and reproduct
of printing.by radio, it is advisable

- install a special antenna. Man-made s

such as produced from spark plugs of
passing automobiles, is .far more
prevalent in the higher frequency
bands than in the regular broadeast
wave length, The special Crosley Ante
illustrated reduces such interference
to a minimum, permits higher elevatio
provides for balancing the antenna

to the receiver and also perrits
directional control for best results,

CROSLEY READO PAPER
Crosley produced special rolls o
were available from his regular deale

Crosley development that presents a clean white surf~ce. Reado

Paper costs only $1,00 per roll.
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CROSLEY READO TRANSVITTER SET /| iyf = =) ! J f{”
AT ey

News and pictures are broadeast

a ]
in much the same manner radio nrogrars Pt b
are broadcast, Where a microohone is used at “Pi
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the broadcasting station to recelive

the sounds that are to go out over the 7

air as sound waves, a special device
1s used to visulize the nictures or
printing that are to be transmitted
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'The RFADO transmitter-printer converts radio waves into text
and nictures on white paper. The transrission of ~rinte? matter and
pictures is quite simple. Photograrhs or other nrinted matter are fed
into the machine on a narrow strion of paner are scanned by the
photo-electric~cell, a line at a time, a2nd this is converted into
electrical impulses which are fed over the air instead of regular
music or voice. This material goes out over the air as radio waves
and the tiny dots(impulses) synchronized at the receiver, similar
to those of a half-tone engraving. These dots are received by the
Crosley Reado Printer at apbroximately the same size and at the
same speed at which they were ~rinted and transritted.\

PICTURES AND TEXT UNDER THE FINCH SYSTEM OF CROSLEY

Mr. Crosley said"At the present time there are 13 stations(1939)
equipped to transmit pictures under the Finch system. Some of
these stations are transmitting experimental nrograms at irregular
intervals and some on regular schedule. At the present time at .
least, the range of transmission is not as broad as the normal range
of broadcasting stations because facsmil: broadcasting is more
subject to static and other forms of interfernce. It is also caused
by the norrmal characteristies of the higher frequencies used for
facsmile transmitting."

"Under the Crosley-Finch system both transmitter and receiver
are automatically synchronized on 60 cycles, 110 volts AC. This is
the voltage and current most generally used throughout the U.S5. It
is not essential, however, that the receiving set be on the same
power line as the transritting set. With some systems this is
necessary.".

"Transmision of pictures on the normal broadcasting band,530
to 1570 Kec, is now limited to hours between 12 P.M. and & A.M. Some
stations on 25 to 47 megacycles which are available for daylight
oper ation."

"The facsmile system used by the Crosley Corporation was Developed
by Mr, W.G.H. Finch over a neriod of many years in his laboratory.

. . 3 +13wew
bloensed under the Finch patents, the Crosley Cornoration manggfasto--
of 1 a.r. and fa.r. and the 27 to L7 Me band during daylight how'tamrg

Powel Crosley, Jr. said later "Crosley Reado developments
include an exclusive processing of the paper on which messages are
received. A clean, white surface is presented which is in direct
contrast with other systems requiring ink or wet chemicals and
dark colored paper."
T

CROSLEY AND THE CINCINNAT REDS BASEBALL

L?he story of Baseball and that of Cincinnati are synomonous. Baseball
was born in Cincy in 1869. There is more than a little of provincial nride
in native Cincinnatians whenever haseball is mentioned., Not only was the
gome born here, but the league operations also. To ton it all off night
baseball under the lights wad its beginnings in Cincinnati.J

Lprosley said, when someone asked about his interest in baseball:"My
interest in baseball? I had no inclination or desire to eet into the
baseball business; but the ball club had got into difficulty and was

in the hands of the Central Trust Co. in Cincinnati. It was not good for
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the bank to run a ball club. Therefore, when Larry McPhail came here
to run the club it was with the understanding he had to try to get
someone to run the club. I happened to be "it." He came out to see
me and he is a good salesman(said with a hurorous insinuation.).
There apparently was no one in Cincinnati interested in becoming

an angel for the ball club. After a considerable selling job he
sold me on the idea of hecoming interested. The one thing that sold
me was the fact that there was grave danger that the franchise of
the ball club would go to some other city. There were other cities
who were interested at the tire. I do have sufficient civic pride
in my makeup to not want to see Cincinnati, the birthplace of major
league baseball, become a minor legue town. While Cincinnati is the
smallest city in the big leagues the love of baseball is deep
rooted. _]

When I went into the baseball business it was with a sincere
desire of building a good ball club. I felt confident that.if a
good ball club could be produced the people in Cincinnati wonld
support it. It takes time to perfect an organization. It takes time
to build up a ball club, This cannot be done by going out and buying
players. It has to be done from the ground up through a farming
system. First under the direction of McPhail, followed by Warren
Giles, we have built up a modest farm systeh that has produced some
excellent ball players, Under the very able direction of Bill
McKechnie whom we were very fortunate in getting this year, He is
in my opnion one of the very best baseball managers in the business."

"He took the ball club up from a bad 8th to Lth place and had it
in a contending position for the last half of the season. As a result
the people in Cincinnati have appreciated the fact and have
Supported the ball club, and attended the games to an extent that
our attendance this year has broken all records in the history of
The Cincinnati Ball Club."

"192€ was the best year previously. The ball club has actually
been in the black for the last three or four years. The club,
however, is heavily in debt, but not dangerously. There is still
2 big mortgage on the plant. The club still owes me money, but
we have been paying off the indebtedness ever since I came into the
picture. I went into it without the hope of making money, but that
I wouldn't have to spend too much either. But the ball club has been
gradually paying me back and paying off its indebtedness, althbug it
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will be some time before I get any money back out of it, before I get
back what I had loaned to the elub. I have found it very interesting. The
ball club on the field belongs to McKechnie. The management of the ball
club and everything pertaining to the business are in the hands of
Warren Giles, Between Giles and McKechnie, they decide on the players
they want. They go through the formality of asking me whether it will be
all right to buy such and such a player and pay so much, but I have yet
to veto any recommendation they have made."

"T don't know to what extent I have been able to contribute. I have
made suggestions at times and have had something to do in a general way
with policies that definitely had to do with the appointment of the
management, such as Giles and McKechnie. Watching the ball games, having
meetings with Tom Conroy, treésurer of the Cincinnati Baseball Company,
Giles and McKechnie, and sitting in on matters of policy and advising. The rest
of the time I put in is in just watching the games." 3o said Powel Crosley,Jr.

FIRST NIGHT BASEBALL

t’A newspaper reporter wrote in 1935;"Among those baseball magnets who
knew the night game could do was Larry MacPhail who had put in arc lights at
Columbus, Ohio, and who knew that attendance at Cincy could be stimulated
by electric juice. In his first talk with Powel Crosley at luncheon one day,"
MacPhail described the remarkable therapeutic powers of night baseball and
expressed the hope he could persuade the conservative majop-league tycoons to
let him play nocturnally along the banks of the Ohio."

{hen McPhail did propse that Cincy try night ball the reaction was
violent.) The horse & buggy witch doctors who ran the game the way it had been
before the turn of the century couldn't see it at all,"

("Because Cincinnati was in such periolous financial condition McPhail
was granted the privilege of playing seven games at night during the 1935
season.ﬂ

(jThe 1st night game in major-league history was scheduled for May 23,
1935, but had to be postponed 2L hours because of rain. Then it took place

and it was it was F.D.R., seated in the White House, who pressed a button
that, by some long Aistance legerdermain, lit the 632 lamps that illuminated
Crosley FieldtJPhiladelphia was the visiting club th.t night and Ford C.
Fricke, President of The National League, threw out the lst ball,"

(The attendance that night was fully 10 times greater than it would have
been for an afternoon game with the Phils(20,422 fanaﬂ

So a new era had been ushered in. Cincinnati, birthplace of professional

baseball, was now the bi