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Radio Extension Courses
Broadcast for Credit

Theory Persists Although Success of Experiments To
Date Do Not Warrant Enthusiasm

Theoretically, radio would seem to be an ideal tool
for extension of university and college instruction
whereby students in their own homes outside of work-
ing hours could earn official credit toward degrees or
teaching certificates. Since 1923 this experiment has
been tried more-or-less seriously by thirteen institutions
of higher learning. Several others have played around
with the idea. Despite the fact that the plan usually
has been a flat failure, or, at best, only a mediocre suc-
cess, the theory continues to invite new attempts to
carry it out to a logical successful conclusion.

Cornell University (New York) and Luther College
(Iowa), both operating their own broadcasting sta-
tions, now have such plans under consideration as a part
of their future program schedules. The University of
North Dakota also has considered the idea, as have
several others. Typical is the comment of Harold
Engel, Director of Public Relations, WHA, about the
University of Wisconsin policy:

WHA has never broadcast any University course for
formal credit. There has been a feeling on the part of the
University people that it should not be done. We have, at
various times, encouraged certain departments to experiment
with the idea, but we have never succeeded in persuading them
to go ahead. The closest we have come to giving credit is the

1
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recognition given to Wisconsin College of the Air listeners
who successfully completed examinations in the various
courses. In the last year or two we have even dropped away
from that because it didn’t seem to be particularly popular.

The fact stands out, like a sore thumb on an other-
wise immaculately manicured hand, that there was only
one ‘“credit” course oftered via radio during the 1940-
41 academic year, and it failed to attract a single en-
rollment. Perhaps the right combination of radio
showmanship and traditional instructional method
eventually can be found so that formal college courses
may be broadcast to large groups of interested listeners
at the same time that credits toward degrees are being
earned by those who desire them. Thus, theoretically,
the educational services of institutions of higher learn-
ing might be extended to the masses in harmony with
the American democratic ideals of equal opportunities
for all who seek them.

Most surely, if such a project is ever to be successful,
there must be a sensible compromise between radio and
traditional methods. So long as professional educators
continue to maintain a holier-than-thou conception that
they possess exclusively the secret patented formula on
how to improve the intellectual welfare of the human
race without recognizing the necessity of changing from
time-honored methods of the past to meet the highly
increased tempo of modern times, just that long will
they fail to see and to utilize the true educational possi-
bilities of radio communication.

In the popular mind broadcasting dates back to the
KDKA (Pittsburgh) presentation over the air of the
Harding-Cox presidential election returns on Novem-
ber 2, 1920. It is not generally known that at least
three state universities (Wisconsin, Minnesota, and
North Dakota), and possibly others, had successfully
transmitted both music and voice over the air prior to
that date. It should also be recalled that alternating
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current tubes, making possible the all-electric receiver
for the home, were not introduced until 1925. The ear-
phone days of radio began coming to a rapid end about
the time that the National Broadcasting Company was
organized on November 1, 1926. Strange as it may
seem, there are still such sets in operation today in
isolated localities just as there are “Model T” Fords
on the highways—so slow is the process of complete
change. This dating of the earphone era of broad-
casting is especially significant when the reader is in-
formed that seven of these thirteen serious attempts to
broadcast academic courses for credit were made prior
to 1930, while only one of these continued past the
m.ddle of the next decade.

These thirteen organized attempts to extenrd oppor-
tunities for the earning of academic credit via radio
have been both varied and interesting. They have in-
cluded a state educational department (Massachusetts)
which assumes through its University Extension Divi-
sion many of the service responsibilities usually carried
on by a state university; eight state or territorial uni-
versity organizations (Nebraska, lowa, Kansas, Cali-
fornia, Florida, Utah, Oregon, and Hawaii—listed in
the chronological order of their attempts to broadcast
“credit” courses) ; two privately controlled universities
(Southern California and Oglethorpe); one munici-
pally controlled university (Akron); and one state
teachers college (Fairmont, West Virginia).

Also, in 1923, Marietta College (Ohio) received
official approval from the Ohio Department of Educa-
tion for its proposed plan to broadcast ‘“‘credit” courses
as a state-wide service. However, none went on the
air. Three other state universities (Minnesota, Michi-
gan, and North Dakota) have used radio programs to
supplement their regular correspondence study services.
These have differed from the thirteen listed as giving
“credit” courses primarily in the degree of importance
that has been placed upon the role of the radio instruc-
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tion. Ohio State University since 1934 has had a plan
whereby students may listen to organized instruction as
presented over the air, then (after matriculation on the
campus) take examinations in the same subjects for
successful completion of which a limited amount of
credits leading to a degree can be secured. St. Olaf
College (Minnesota) in 1941 inaugurated a similar
plan, details of which are still in the process of being
worked out.

Marietta College (Ohio) held license to operate its
own station for a period of one year, eight months, and
twenty-three days beginning April 29, 1922. Dr. Arthur
Clinton Watson, Professor of Philosophy and Educa-
tion, was the faculty member most interested in the
project. While limitations of the transmitting equip-
ment and cost of the proposed project prevented actual
operation of the station, its early history was unusual
in that it made a serious attempt to establish a system
of radio-correspondence courses for credit.

Dr. S. E. Frost, Jr., presents a picture of this early
development :

Interest in radio at Marietta College dates from the time
when a son of one of the faculty members at the College, who
was “dabbling” in wireless, was given permission to use a
room in the Science Building for his transmitter and receiving
set. As the work of this young man developed and general
interest in radio increased, members of the faculty saw the
possibilities of using radio as a means of education and pre-
vailed upon the College to take over the equipment.

Definite plans for radio education were developed. These
included the conducting of college courses by a combination of
correspondence and broadcasting. Syllabuses were to be sup-

-plied to all students and reference readings and illustrative
material furnished by mail. It was believed that the broad-
cast lectures would establish a closer contact between students
and instructors than is usually possible in correspondence
teaching.

Formal approval of this plan was asked and obtained from
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the State Department of Education, and considerable thought
was given to details of the plan. Correspondence with
teachers in neighboring villages revealed considerable interest
in the courses proposed.

However, because of the limitations of the station’s trans-
mitting equipment, and because those who were in charge of
the operation of the station had other duties in the College
which did not permit them to devote the time to this project
that was necessary for its success, the plan was never put into
full operation.*

Dr. Watson, eighteen years after Marietta College
made this ambitious though abortive attempt to estab-
lish a comprehensive system of academic courses via
radio, contributes the following:

The outstanding lesson which we learned was that in spite
of some enthusiasm for the idea, it was really a much bigger
idea than we thought, and called for much more financial and
other forms of support than were available at the time. 1
proposed to the Board of Trustees that they should secure
much wider broadcasting facilities and provide for more
faculty assistance in attempting to carry out the proposed
radio problem. But the idea seemed to be too “idealistic,”
and failed to receive the necessary backing.

The plan for which we obtained approval from the State
Department of Education stipulated that credit, which might
be given to any students for courses taken by radio, should be
on a basis of examination and acceptable to our faculty as
equal in academic rigor to any other form of extension course.
It was part of our plan also to provide visual aids such as
mimeographed outlines, etc., to be mailed to cooperating stu-
dents before each broadcast lecture, and also review questions
on previous lectures.

I believe that the article appearing in the Frost book was
taken from a letter written by President Parsons, and so far
as I know is correct as far as it goes.

18. E. Frost, Jr., Education’s Own Stations (Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 1937), p. 191. (This and following extracts are
quoted by permission of the University of Chicago Press.)
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Dr. Frost infers that the University of Colorado
made the attempt to broadcast extension ‘‘credit”
courses in 1924 during the time that institution was
operating its own station. His statement follows:

Early in December of 1924 interest in the possibilities of
radio as a teaching medium had become such on the campus of
the University of Colorado that a meeting of the Extension
Council was called to discuss a plan for the use of the station
in the extension field. President George Norlin, of the Uni-
versity, appeared before the Council urging that the station be
used for the broadcasting of important scientific and informa-
tional lectures and of wholesome entertainment. . . .

During the session of 1924-25 ten programs were put on
the air. These consisted of phonograph records, concerts by
campus talent, talks by the president of the University and
faculty members, athletic events, and ‘“lessons’ under the
direction of the Extension Department of the University.
Though little interest was shown in the “educational” pro-
grams, the response to dance orchestras and athletic events
was good.?

Dr. Frost performed a valuable service in preserving
in printed organized form many data concerning early
history of educational broadcasting that otherwise
would be irretrievably lost by this time. Unfortunately,
as a research worker, he has been somewhat inclined
to accept information from his correspondents without
checking back to determine its reliability. The follow-
ing from Clifford Houston, the present Director of
that institution’'s Extension Division, bears out this
judgment:

I have checked the information which appears on the sheet
which you inclosed concerning the attempt by the University
- of Colorado to broadcast radio extension courses for credit.
Dean Elmore Petersen, who was Director of the Extension
Division at that time, and who directed the entire radio

2 Ibid., pp. 67, 68.
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experiment, states that the Extension Division did not attempt
at any time to broadcast extension courses for credit. . . .
Dean Petersen states that the University Radio Station never
broadcasted “lessons” under the direction of the Extension
Division.

Doctor Frost erred again in stating that the Colo-

rado State Teachers College had actually conducted
an extension course via radio in the winter of 1930. His

statement reads:

Another venture in radio education made by the College
was a ‘“radio conference correspondence course” conducted
from the campus in the form of lectures given weekly over
Station KFKA during the winter quarter of 1930. Eligible
students enrolled ahead of the scheduled time for the first
lecture by paying the enrollment fee of $5.50. This entitled
them to study units and objective tests for each lecture. These
materials were studied and the test prepared immediately fol-
lowing the lecture and mailed to the Extension Department
of the College. Here they were corrected and graded and
returned to the student for his further study. An examina-
tion was given at the end of the course. All qualified students
completing the work and passing the examination were
allowed two quarter-hour College credits.*

Although Doctor Frost reports this course as having
gone on the air, with details as to its administration, the
August 21, 1941, letter of James D. Finn, Director,
Audio-Visual Education Service, Colorado State Col-
lege of Education, definitely states that this course did
not go on the air. His letter reads:

I have gone to considerable trouble attempting to locate
the information you desire regarding the course purported to
have been offered by Colorado State Teachers College during
the winter quarter of 1930.

® Ibid., p. 66.
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We finally contacted Major George Irvin, now Assistant
Director of Selective Service, who at that time was a mem-
ber of our Extension Department. He states that while the
announcement was issued and all preparation was made for
the series and for the course, the project fizzled out due to
the fact that very few rural schools were equipped with radio
receivers. ‘This projected course was pointed toward rural
teachers, and since there was not a sufficient listening audience
the project was discontinued.

I am enclosing a copy of the announcement sent out by
Robert H. Morrison, then Director of the College Extension
Department, prior to the projected course. Included also is
a questionnaire which was to be filled out by interested
parties.

Doctor Morrison’s undated announcement addressed
to all Weld County teachers gives further details of the
plan which was never carried out, as follows:

Colorado State Teachers College is planning to use KFKA
radio station in connection with an experimental correspond-
ence-radio course to begin about February 1, 1930, and to
continue for twelve weeks. This will be conducted as a
correspondence course in a chosen subject supplemented by
twelve radio lectures. The cost of the course, which will be
for two hours credit, will be $5.50 payable when the student
enrolls.

The value of the additional feature, the radio conference,
as is readily seen, will consist of the personal exposition by the
instructor of the content of the course and the opportunity to
clear up through detailed explanation typical difficulties which
have been reported by students who are enrolled.

A questionnaire, with a return-address postage-pald
envelop inclosed, was sent out in the promotlon of this
proposed oﬁermg of a radio extension “credit” course.
It requested that the prospective student check one of
three courses or make suggestion of an additional offer-
ing: (1) Improvement of Reading—Dr. Annie M.
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McCowen, (2) Problems in Character and Moral
Education—Dr. E. U. Rugg, and (3) Psychology of
Elementary School Subjects—Dr. J. D. Heilman. A
request also was made that the preferred hour for the
radio course be checked, ranging from 4 to 5 through
9 to 10. Further information was elicited concerning
whether there were available receiving sets in home,
boarding place, schools, and the make of such sets.

A final word about this course offering College credit
that never went on the air is given by President George
Willard Frasier under whose administration the Colo-
rado State Teachers College (now Colorado State
College of Education) operated a standard broadcast
station for a period of six years, ten months, and seven
days beginning June 4, 1923. His August 22, 1941,
letter reads:

I have checked very carefully the matter of the classes we
talked about. I was in Denver Wednesday and talked to
Major George Irvin. George told me the classes referred to
were correspondence courses. ‘These correspondence courses
were sent out to the teachers and then they were to be supple-
mented by lectures over KFKA. George told me that the
thing fell down because of the inability of the rural teachers,
who were most interested in the course, to get suitable re-
ceiving sets. Of course, KFKA in 1930 was not the station
that it now is. George said he did not know of a single
person who completed the course through that arrangement
and that a student had to do all of it by correspondence and
not radio.

Thus, if Marietta College is eliminated as having
planned but not acted, and the University of Colorado
as never having seriously thought of broadcasting ex-
tension courses for credit, and Colorado State Teachers
College as not putting its proposed courses on the air,
there remain thirteen institutions of higher learning
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that have made more-or-less serious attempts to further
their formal instructional services whereby students
may earn academic credits via radio toward degrees or
teaching certificates. Before presenting in detail the
history of these thirteen radio-credit-granting experi-
ments, a brief examination should be made of the three
institutions of higher learning that have issued certifi-
cates for radio courses but not direct academic credit,
and then of the three universities that have supple-
mented extension courses with radio programs
primarily as a service rather than a means of earning
official credit.

Three Institutions Have Offered Certificates But Not
Academic Credit for Radio Courses

Of these three, the Kansas State College experiment
was made in the pioneer earphone days of broadcasting.
Ohio State University initiated its plan in 1934, and it
has continued until the present time with less emphasis
being placed upon the certification feature in each suc-
ceeding year. The St. Olaf College (Minnesota) ex-
periment was begun immediately prior to the publica-
tion of this book. In the case of both Ohio State Uni-
versity and St. Olaf College, the radio courses offer a
somewhat indirect means toward the earning of official
academic credit.

* * *

Kansas State College of Agriculture and Applied
Science held initial license to operate a standard broad-
cast station for a period of three years, eight months,
and thirteen days beginning April 6, 1922, with call
letters being WTG. Today the College operates its
own station, KSAC (Manhattan), being granted a
special permit to begin operation December 1, 1924,
although the station did not receive its first regular
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license until January 27, 1925. There had been some
experimental work in broadcasting weather reports as
early as 1912 over a transmitter known as 9YV. This
was temporarily discontinued during the World War
but was resumed in 1919. Professor E. R. Lyon, of
the Physics Department, took over the radio equipment
in 1921. Soon thereafter the wireless 9YV was con-
verted into the above-mentioned WTG, a 100-watt
radio telephone station over which the spoken word and
music were first sent out in 1921. Interest in broad-
casting grew in the next two years, but the equipment
needed was so expensive that campus officials despaired
of getting the necessary appropriations.

At this time KFKB began operating at Milford with
sufficient power to cover the entire state of Kansas quite
effectively.  Consequently, Professor Lyon, Sam
Pickard, and L. C. Williams chipped in fifty dollars
each to guarantee the first tolls, rented a long-distance
telephone line to the Milford commercial station over
which Kansas State College went on the air February
11, 1924. During this period of remote control broad-
casting over KFKB, members of the College faculty
presented series of lecture courses with listeners being
enrolled for a ten-week period of twenty-five-minute
radio lectures. This broadcast schedule ran five nights
a week from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

Considerable advertising for the purpose of creating
interest preceded the broadcasting of these courses. An
effort was made to secure names of those who would
actually follow the various offerings. In order to get
this information, a mimeographed copy supplementing
each radio lecture was sent the day following the broad-
casting of that lecture to all those who had registered.
At the end of these ten-week courses, brief examina-
tions were given and certificates issued to those who
successfully passed them. Verbatim copies of the lec-
tures were sent to those who were enrolled. This pro-
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cedure, when reception was far from reliable, served to
verify the information that had been broadcast. In
this way, also, maps or tables could be used to supple-
ment the radio instruction.

Considerable advance publicity resulted in more than
four hundred people being registered before the first
program went on the air. There was no limit imposed
regarding the number of courses each student could
take. At the end of ten weeks, registrations had been
received from all but nine of the American states.
Among these registrants there were included thirty-
eight from the Canadian provinces, taking a total of
eighty-nine courses. The total registration included
967 students enrolled for 2,446 courses—an average
of about 2.5 courses per individual. Since there were
eight of these courses broadcast (two of these taking
two broadcast periods per evening), this shows an
average enrollment of about 306 per course, and an
average of 171 individuals taking each course with but
thirty-nine receiving certificates for each radio offering.
Enrollments follow: (1) crops, 314; (2) livestock,
297; (3) dairying, 279; (4) poultry, 488; (5) agri-
cultural economics, 251; (6) timely topics, none; (7)
home economics, 353;and (8) engineering, 464. There
is no record of the certificates in each course, only the
fact that a total of 488 for eight courses were awarded,
with 311 of the 967 individuals enrolled taking these
examinations.

It should be noted that college credit was not granted
for these early radio courses; only honorary certificates
were awarded for their successful completion. There is
reported to have been but little question in the minds of
those directing these radio courses but that the program
had genuine merit and had created much interest, but
the administration believed it undesirable to continue
this type of radio service. The plan was discontinued
because of lack of financial support and personnel to
conduct such an ambitious program. It should be re-
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membered that at this early date there was but a small
number of earphone type of receivers in the area.

The idea of presenting this type of educational radio
program was continued but the certificate plan was
abandoned. This systematized plan of courses with
official recognition for their successful completion was
in effect only during this one academic year. None have
been given over KSAC since with the exception of one
or two short telegraphers’ courses with honorary certi-
ficates being awarded as the reward for successful ac-
complishment.

Dr. H. Umberger, Dean and Director of the Divi-
sion of Extension, sums up this work as it was carried
on during the pioneer days of radio as follows:

Unquestionably the broadcasting of these courses was meri-
torious and greatly beneficial to the rural people of Kansas
and adjacent states at this early stage in the field of radio
development, The enthusiastic reception shown by radio
listeners was indicative of the degree of interest displayed in
this new venture. Radio directors and administrators of such
radio programs did not foresee the magnitude of the under-
taking, or adequate finances and personnel probably would
have been provided before an attempt was made to broadcast
such elaborate courses. To be successful, courses by radio
must be followed through from the arrangement of the course
to the broadcasting of the course, and adequate copies of the
materials broadcast as well as certificates (or some other
means of culmination of the courses) should be provided
enrollees.

Ohio State University operates its own station,
WOSU (Columbus), having received its initial license
on June 3, 1922, with the original call letters, WEAO,
which were changed to the present ones September 1,
1933. Interest in radio communication is recorded as
having begun in 1909 when the Department of Elec-
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trical Engineering offered a course in radio and wireless
telegraphy. At present (1941) there are about thirty-
seven broadcasting hours each week with approximately
117 programs being originated.

In 1930-31 these educational broadcasts became
more definitely organized. The name, “Ohio State
University Radio School,” was used that year in con-
nection with three courses in which information, out-
lines, and supplementary reading assignments were sug-
gested to listeners who had indicated an interest in the
subjects being broadcast. Publicity was given through
newspapers, radio announcements, and direct mail to
workers in factories and institutions as well as to mem-
bers of other groups who were believed to be interested.
About two hundred copies of the supplementary ma-
terial on each course were distributed to those who
returned the registration cards. Considerable interest
was evidenced throughout the broadcasting of these
courses, but the number of people completing the entire
schedule was small.

In 1934 the policy was begun of granting ‘‘profi-
ciency” credit (after examination administered by the
department concerned) for work completed in the radio
college. This is the Ohio State University policy in
effect today. Examinations are given and marks re-
corded. Each student must complete the assigned
readings for the radio course. When such student be-
comes a resident of the campus, he may take proficiency
examinations in those courses he has audited over the
radio. If successful in passing the examination, he re-
ceives credit toward a degree. The University has
adopted the policy of allowing these proficiency exami-
nations in certain specified subjects, and will permit a
maximum of thirty hours credit when such examinations
are passed successfully. This credit, however, is not
given directly for the radio work as such but requires
both residence and examination.

The Ohio Emergency Junior Radio College was set
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up in January, 1934, as part of the Ohio Emergency
School Program. Quarters and radio facilities were
furnished by Ohio State University. The faculty of
the University appointed a committee to supervise the
educational aspects of the program. This experiment
in higher education by radio was made possible through
the policies established September 26, 1933, by the
Federal Emergency Relief Administration for the em-
ployment on a work-relief basis of needy, unemployed
persons competent to teach unemployed and other
adults in need of further general education so as to
make them well-informed, responsible, and self-sup-
porting citizens.

In order to carry out these policies, an educational
control was set up in the Federal Emergency Relief
Administration with personnel loaned by the U. S.
Office of Education. University instructors presented
these early radio courses. The work was voluntary,
and they served without extra stipend. Unemployed
teachers, under direction of the Works Progress Ad-
ministration, served as supervisors of local discussion
groups until 1936, at which time this policy was dis-
continued. At present (1941), supplementary ma-
terials (notes, explanations, and course outlines) are
provided free. However, the usual University fees must
be paid whenever the student takes an examination for
proficiency credits in certain of the courses that are
broadcast if they happen to be in the group of offerings
where such credits are allowed. This cannot be done,
of course, until residence has been established on the
campus.

As a definite project, the Ohio Emergency Radio
Junior College has facilitated program administration
of WOSU. It now is the policy of the University ad-
ministration that instructors, who before were too busy
with heavy classroom schedules, may now be relieved of
at least a part of that work to devote more time to their
radio college activities. Created as an emergency pro-
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ject, it has been partially financed by Federal Govern-
ment aid. Three successive agencies have furnished
money for printing and distribution costs. These have
been the Federal Emergency Relief Administration,
Civil Works Administration, and the non-emergency
Works Progress Administration. Ohio State Univer-
sity has provided the radio station, instructors from the
regular faculty, and the working facilities. The federal
agencies have supplied clerical and field workers drawn
from the ranks of the unemployed.

In the first five-year period of its operation, begin-
ning with the winter quarter of 1934, the Radio Junior
College offered sixty-six different courses a total of 121
times. Enrollments of radio students averaged 292 for
each course offering, with considerable variation of
popularity being shown among the subjects as broad-
cast. Ranked in order of the greatest to the least
interest, the fields of learning stood as follows: (1)
arts and crafts, (2) home economics, (3) agriculture,
(4) science, (5) literature, (6) languages, (7) social
studies, (8) personal development, (9) music, and
(10) non-academic subjects. Seventeen thousand in-
dividuals were enrolled within this five-year period.

From the winter quarter beginning January 1, 1934,
through the spring quarter of 1941 (the latest figures
available prior to the publication of this book), there
had been 173 of these Ohio State University Radio
Junior College courses offered with a total enrollment
in these twenty-eight quarter periods of 42,091. With-
in recent years many of these courses have been broad-
cast without asking for enrollments because there were
no supplementary materials to be distributed. The
following figures show the enrollment trends to date:
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Winter, 1934 .. ... ... ... .. ... 1,164
Spring, 1934 . .. ... ... ... 2,198
Fall, 1934 ... ... .. .. ... ... 1,960
Winter, 1935 ... ... L 3,285
Spring, 1935 .. ... ... ... .. ... ... ... 2,734
Summer, 1935 .. e . 1,976
Fall, 1935 ... ... .. ... . .. . ... 1,180
Winter, 1936 .. ... 2,667
Spring, 1936 .. ... ... ... ... .. ... . . ... . ..... 3,504
Summer, 1936 ... ... ... 1,748
Fall, 1936 .. ... ... . ... .. . ... ... 1,881
Wi nter, 1937 . . o 2,694
Spring, 1937 ... . . ... .. 1,470
Summer, 1937 .. .. .. ... 614
Fall, 1937 .. P 1,595
Winter, 1938 o o . 1,729
Spring, 1938 .. . ... ... ... ... 1,424
Summer, 1938 S 952
Fall, 1938 . .. ... ... ... 798
Winter, 1939 : . e 1,056
Spring, 1939 . . . . ... L. 1,269
Summer, 1939 .. ... ... . . L. 1,059
Fall, 1939 .. .. .. . ... ... 528
Winter, 1940 .. ... . ... ... ... 1,099
Spring, 1940 . i 219
Fall, 1940 . . . ... ... ... ... ... 370
Winter, 1941 ... . . ... ... ... 369
Spring, 1941 ... ... ... 549

TOTAL . ... . 42,091

This has meant an average of about 526 enrollments
per quarter in the eight academic periods in which these
Radio Junior College courses have been offered. It has
been estimated that each individual enrolled, on the
average, carries two courses or better so this would
mean about 250 students per quarter have been system-
atically following the radio instruction. Because of the
variety of titles given to course offerings, any division
into subject fields at best must be an approximation.
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The following figures are offered with this reservation
in mind :

Agriculture (14 courses) ..................... 3,078
Art (Scourses) ........ i 2,217
Business Administration (3 courses) ............ 321
Classical Language (1 course) ................. 196
Education (9courses) ........................ 1,312
Engineering (3 courses) ...................... 535
English (19 courses) ........................ 4,346
French (19 courses) .. ........... e 7,378
Home Economics (14 courses) ................ 4,856
Music (25courses) ..... .......... ...... 2,095
Nursing (Zcourses) ..........cooveinieenn.... 343
Orientation (2 courses) ...................... 193
Philosophy (1 course) ........................ 399
Physical Education (3 courses) ................ 737
Political Science (3 courses) .................. 594
Public Speaking (4 courses) .................. 1,021
Psychology (7 courses) ...................... 2,680
Science (4 courses) . .............. ... 501
Social Studies (14 courses) .. .................. 2,473
Sociology (7 courses) ........................ 2,332
Spanish (14 courses) ........................ 4,484

TOTAL ... . . 42,091

Relative to this broadcasting development and the
granting of proficiency credits as a result of radio in-
struction, R. C. Higgy, Director of WOSU, contributes
the following:

We have given very little attention to the matter of pre-
paring Radio Junior College students for regular University
_credit by proficiency examinations. We have no data on the
number of students that have obtained credit in this manner
as such opportunities are open to everyone enrolling in the
University. The several departments where this could be
possible have absolutely no record or information of any
value to you. We do know that students in Romance
Languages, Sociology, and Psychology have obtained what
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we call “EM” credit, likely being helped to some extent by
the radio work.

A committee headed by Professor Ward Reeder has re-
cently made an extensive study of this work and recommenda-
tions concerning its activity in the future. The report of this
committee is not yet available but will be a valuable contribu-
tion to our work. It will be an evaluation study to determine
what attitude and policy is to be followed in the future.
With the withdrawal of support for this work from the
various relief agencies which we have had continuously up
to the last year, it will of course be necessary to provide addi-
tional funds to carry on the work as we have in the past.

We do not give credit of any kind for radio work. Credit
is given only to students who enroll for residence work in
the University upon satisfactory completion of proficiency
examinations after they enroll on the campus. Any student
can take such examinations to receive advance credit and we
only call attention to this in our radio announcements. Re-
cently we have refrained from making even this statement as
we do not find many persons following the radio work inter-
ested in credit of any kind.

% * *

St. Olaf College owns and operates its own station,
WCAL (Northfield, Minnesota), receiving its initial
license to broadcast on May 6, 1922. When the ban was
lifted on amateur radio at the close of the first World
War, the Department of Physics began construction and
operation of an experimental transmitter using the call
letters, JAMH. Professors Erik Hetle, H. R. Skifter,
and Norris Glasoe performed most of this early work.
In 1919 under new call letters, 9YA]J, new experiments
were tried in voice transmission. Phonograph record-
ings also were broadcast. 'WCAL at the present time
(1941) operates two studios—one on the campus and
the other at the Augsburg Publishing House in Minne-
apolis. It shares daytime hours with WLB (Minne-
apolis), owned and operated by the University of
Minnesota. The programs offered have been of an
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educational and religious nature, in keeping with the
background of the College itself which is denomina-
tional.

The “St. Olaf School of the Air” was organized by
a series of steps during the fall of 1940, and the first
four courses were offered during the second semester of
the 1940-41 academic year. A preliminary printed an-
nouncement described this plan of offering college
courses via radio whereby academic credit may possibly
be obtained for acceptable courses previously taken in
the School of the Air after matriculation has been made
in St. Olaf College. A statement published after the
initial courses were already on the air reads, in part, as
follows:

Throughout the years of its activity there have been broad-
cast over Radio Station WCAL, courses of lectures dealing
with a variety of subjects. In the St. Olaf School of the Air,
which was launched with the opening of the second semester
of the present school year, an effort will be made to give
somewhat more definiteness, direction, and organization than
heretofore to lectures broadcast. There will thus be made
available to the people of the Northwest in their homes the
educational resources of St. Olaf College in increased degree.

The logic of the situation seems to call for this enterprise.
In the faculty of St. Olaf College are available richness of
scholarship and culture; throughout the Northwest are a
great many people eager for knowledge and intellectual
stimulation ; and in WCAL we have a wonderful instrument
for bringing these elements together. As a project in adult
education and as an extension of the program of Christian
education to which St. Olaf College is dedicated, the School
of the Air would seem, therefore, to hold possibilities of large
usefulness.

‘The plan of the St. Olaf School of the Air is as
follows:

Types of Courses Broadcast:
(1) Some regular college courses suitable for broadcasting.
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(2) Semester courses of one period of thirty minutes a week
planned especially for broadcasting.

(3) Summer courses of one-half semester duration, thirty
minutes a week.

Procedure:

(1) Upon request an outline or syllabus of each course with
suggestions for reading is sent out in advance of the
course.

(2) The lectures in the course are broadcast over WCAL.

(3) At the close of each set of courses examinations are given.

Recognition of the Work:

(1) Upon the satisfactory completion of a course a certificate
of achievement from the St. Olaf School of the Air is
given.

(2) Upon the satisfactory completion of thirty units of in-

struction a diploma from the St. Olaf School of the
Air is given.
(NoTE: A unit of instruction is a semester course of one
period of thirty minutes a week. Regular college courses
count as two units a semester per hour broadcast.
Summer courses count as one-half unit.)

(3) Credits earned in the School of the Air do not count
toward graduation from St. Olaf College. However,
individuals who matriculate as regular students at St.
Olaf College may consult the registrar of the college as
to possible arrangements whereby college credits may be
obtained for acceptable courses previously taken in the
School of the Air.

Fees:

There are no fees for courses in the School of the Air.
However, since WCAL is largely dependent for its operation
upon freewill contributions from friends, the station will
gladly receive gifts from persons who take the courses and
the examinations. Such persons may wish to become members
of the WCAL Sponsor group, which is made up of those
individuals, families or organizations who contribute $5.00 or
more in any one year.

Persons who want to make good use of their time, who are
eager for more knowledge, who want to follow out a definite
plan of listening and reading, and who desire to increase their
powers for interesting conversation will profit by taking one
or more of the courses in the St. Olaf School of the Air.
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Former students in St. Olaf may wish thus to continue or
renew their connections with the College. Others also may
appreciate having their attention called to the opportunities
afforded by the School of the Air.®

Dr. Martin Hegland, Director of WCAL and the
man principally responsible for the establishment of
the St. Olaf School of the Air, presents his own version
of how this new broadcasting development was estab-
lished as follows:

As Director of Radio Station WCAL at St. Olaf College,
I have long been interested in the possibility of a School of
the Air as a project in Adult Education. To a considerable
extent I have been influenced in my thinking by my interest
in the magnificent work in the field of Adult Education being
done by the Peoples High Schools of Denmark, and other
countries, which I had an opportunity to study at firsthand
while a graduate student in Teachers College, Columbia Uni-
versity.

When radio became a common thing, it occurred to me
that it possessed wonderful possibilities for usefulness in the
field of Adult Education. As a part of our WCAL program
we have, of course, from time to time given series of lecture
courses dealing with a variety of subjects. The idea with
the School of the Air would be to give somewhat more of
organization and direction to such lectures. Early in the fall
of 1940 I, therefore, worked out a tentative plan for a School
of the Air in connection with WCAL and submitted this
plan to our Radio Board which consists of the Director and
Manager of WCAL, the President, Business Manager, and
Treasurer of St. Olaf College.

The plan was then submitted to the Educational Policies
Council of the Faculty of the College, the members of which
offered suggestions and modifications in the plan. After re-
-vision the plan was then submitted to the Faculty and was
approved by them in principle. It was decided that the de-
tails were to b