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FOREWORD 
by 

Norman Corwin 

History is told in many ways: cave paintings, hieroglyphs, documents, journals, books, murals, memoirs, 
political atlases, encyclopedias and variants of them all. A relatively recent addition to these forms is the 
informational cartoon, of which a richly entertaining gallery is now in your hands. 

Frank Bresee and Bobb Lynes know the golden age of radio as few others, having observed it, contributed 
to it, and been long immersed in its many phases. Bresee's GOLDEN DAYS OF RADIO series alone has 
flourished for very close to half a century, 29 of those years via the Armed Forces Radio Service. And Bobb 
Lynes' art is just the right vehicle for Bresee's wide ranging research. 

Among several striking aspects of this compendium are a wealth of information encapsulated in each 
panel, fortified by the strength of Lynes' line. He achieves remarkable likeness in simple strokes (note 
especially Bogart, Bette Davis, Jean Hersholt, Hedda Hopper, Ray Collins, Mortimer Snerd, Everett Sloane, 
Orson Welles, Al Jolson, Janet Waldo, Edward R. Murrow). To me the marvel of the panels is that al-
though most teem with information (some populated by as many as 14 or 15 portraits and related texts) 
they never seem overcrowded. In addition to identifying the casts, writers, directors and production staffs 
of the program cited, as well as the stations or networks that carried them, the sponsors, agencies, logos, 
catchwords, idioms; even, sometimes, as the panel on Stan Freberg, a picture of a ticket to the program. 

I was enchanted by a number of compelling singularities in this work, such as the following: 

Eddie Cantor created the slogan "March of Dimes" for Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

"Duffy" never appeared on Duffy's Tavern. 

Don McNeill's Breakfast Club was the longest running daytime radio program of all time—coast to 
coast every morning for 35 years. 

"Sorry Wrong Number" was repeated on the Suspense program eight times. 

Among premiums offered by the comedy team of Stoopnagle and Budd were round dice for listen-
ers who would rather play marbles. 

Jack Benny was the only performer to have the top rated show on both NBC and CBS. 

Over the years of Bride and Groom, more than 1000 couples were married on the air. 

In his early days Arthur Godfrey appeared on WJSV as "Red Godfrey," the WarblingBanjoist. 

It Pays To Be Ignorant, a comedy quiz show, asked such recondite questions as "What color is a 
white horse?" and "What material is a silk dress made of?" 

In a panel on cigarette commercials, a dozen packages from the old days (Chesterfield, Old Gold, 
Lucky Strike, Kool, etc.) are illustrated and a pocket history of tobacco-sponsored programs given, 
but Bresee and Lynes are careful to note in a box at the bottom of the page, "This is not an advertise-
ment or endorsement." 

Jimmy Fidler, a Hollywood columnist, always signed off his program with, "Good night to you, and 
I do mean you." 

Reader, you'll have a good time browsing through this book, and I do mean you! 
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