


WPWC Radio Station

214 South Main Street
Dumfries, Virginia
1973 - 2000

In 1973 Raymond "Cousin Ray" Woolfenden, Sr. made a down payment on a station located in Quantico,
Virginia, WQVA 1530 AM, a 250 watt radio station. Cousin Ray served as the station manager until the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) on June 1 approved the sale. The station was located at 504 Broadway
Avenue, at the corner of Broadway and Potomac Streets. Before purchasing WQVA, Cousin Ray worked across
the Eastern United States at different radio stations.

In 1946 Cousin Ray started a one hour Jamboree on WADC, Akron, Ohio, and later it became a four hour pro-
gram. He also worked for or managed the following stations: South Hill, Virginia on WIWS; then WXRA,
Woodbridge, Virginia where he established the first FM all-country radio station; Raeford, North Carolina,
WSHB; St. Pauls, North Carolina, WBYB; Fayetteville, North Carolina, WQSM; Fuquay Varian, North Carolina,
WAKS; Water Valley, Mississippi, WVLY; Quantico, Virginia, WQVA.

Cousin Ray wanted to change the call letters for the station to WPWC, which stands for "Wonderful Prince
William County”, "We're Picking With Country”, We're Proud We're Country", We're People With Country”. The
FCC approved these call letters on August, 1974. As the station grew, the signal also needed to be increased. An
application for reassignment to a 1,000-watt AM band from 1530 to 1480 was made to the FCC in 1976.
Approval was received in 1986, ten years later. WPWC originally broadcast from sunrise to sunset. The new
approval would allow them to broadcast around the clock. The morning show started at 5 a.m. and the station
closed its broadcast day at 11 p.m.

Cousin Ray was the morning man on WPWC, booming on the air waves at 5:00 a.m. with "Waldo the
Rooster", the "Ole Country Store”, the National Anthem and the following sayings:

® Good Morning - WPWC 1480 AM in Dumfries, Triangle, Quantico, Virginia starts another day of

broadcasting service.

Welcome once again to the Ole Country Store

My it’s a beautiful, beautiful day, you're still a-living so everything is a-okay.

Thanks heaps for letting me visit in your home, workshop and automobile and I will do my best to

see that it is a beautiful one.

Life is beautiful, time is precious, snatch, seize and enjoy every moment of it.

Wake up saying “Good morning Lord”, we thank you for this beautiful day.

Start your day with a song, even if things go wrong, it will make you look better, it will make you

feel better. I have got a song just for you. The program is designed with you in mind and

dedicated to you.

@ Come on along, sing, whistle, hum, dance, let's have a good time, if you can't do that, then smile, and

you will make everyone happy along lifes pathway today.

Your life will be fuller and happier too.

If you’ve got to be blue, be a bright, bright blue won't you.

Don't worry about nothin, as nothin is going to turn out right nohow, and if you need a friend call on

me. From my home to yours, may you ride an easy walking horse, sleep neath a rain tight roof, live

high on the hog all the days of your life.

@ Life is but a fleeting moment, wherever you are, whatever you are doing today, be yourself and
enjoy. Thank the Lord for giving you this beautiful day.

® We are so proud to have you with us on the big W.
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. Down Home Country Gospel Sunday Mornings ® Country Gospel 1-2P.M
Marine Corps News Daily at 12:15 P.M. and 5:15 P.M.

NOW BROADCASTING FROM
OUR NEW STUDIO

- WPWO-1530
HAPPY BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC
214 South Main St., Dumfries, Va. 22026

M WPWC-We’re Picking With Country
. WPWC-We’re Proud We’re Country

. ¥ WPWC:-Wonderful Prince William County
%WPWC-Win People With Country

From Woolfenden’s Picking with Country |

























Towm T. HALL's OFFICE

P.O. BOX 1246
FRANKLIN, TENNESSEE 37065-1246

March 31, 1999

Cousin Ray Woolfenden

wpPwcC

214 S. Main Street, P.O. Box 189
Dumfries, VA 22026

Dear Cousin Ray:

Just a quick note to make sure you have received our newest venture, “High Lonesome
Love” by Nancy Moore on Prime Cuts of Bluegrass, Volume 38. First airplay report has
it looking great!

When we first met Nancy down in Florida we were so impressed with her voice we wrote
an entire CD full of songs especially for her and then we were so impressed with the
way she sang them we pulled in some of Nashville’s finest pickers to play on the
session: Ronnie McCoury, Mike Bub, Rob Ickes, Bobby All, Tom T. Hall, Charlie
McCoy, Scot Vestal, Robert Bowlin, then Terry Eldredge and Denise All on harmony.
Tell the truth they sounded so good we even fed them! (Mike Bub twice!!)

The full CD “Local Flowers” is due for release on Pinecastle at the end of May. We
hope you like it as much as we do and will help put it in gear with “High Lonesome
Love

Please do keep us posted!
Our best, ‘ /
\ ) g R, A'- l
o T

Dixieand Tom T.

0.CX

P.S. Becky at Prime Cuts just told me that they would be happy to mail‘{o stations who
would like a copy. Their number is 1-800-638-2286.
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COUNTRY MUSIC ASSOCIATION

June 30, 1989

Cousin Ray Woolfenden
WPWC-AM

Box 189-214 Main
Dumfries, VA 22026

Dear Ray,

Congratulations! You've been chosen as a finalist in the
Small Market category for CMA‘s 1989 BROADCAST PERSONALITY OF

THE YEAR AWARD.

For the final phase of voting we'll need to have a sample
ailrcheck, approximately fifteen minutes in length. This
should be done by telescoping an hour s show, editing all
music and commercial time, leaving only your portion of the
show. Attached you°'ll find a list of specific criteria on
which your aircheck will be judged.

Please complete the enclosed biographical information sheet
and return it to us, along with your aircheck and a
photograph of yourself. In addition, we would appreciate it
if you would send us the name and address of your local
newspaper(s) so that we may send them information relative to
the Awards. We'll need to have this material in our office no
later than Tuesday, August 1, 1989. Please send it to my
attention.

The final voting is done by a panel of anonymous judges, who
are peers within the broadcast industry. The winners will be
announced during the Monday, October 9 Awards Show, with the
Awards being presented at the CMA membership meeting ,
October 10.

We look forward to hearing from you and receiving your tape,

bio and photo as soon as possible. Best of luck and thank you
for your cooperation.

Best Regards,

netl S. Bozeman
mbership Director
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