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Introduction 
h.E aim of The Jones Antenna Handbook 

is to provide practical guidance in the selec­
tion and construction of that type of equipment 
which is best suited for a specified purpose 
and location. Because of the great diversity 
in types and the conflicting opinions as to their 
relative merits, the reader may well be puzzled 
in his choice of what is best for his particular 
needs. 

The antenna is a most important factor in 
determining the performance of a radio trans­
mitter or receiver. The type should be selected 
on the basis of known facts and not guesswork. 
Yet space limitations may require that a 
highly-directive antenna be erected on top of 
a small dwelling, or that it be operated at a 
wavelength higher than its fundamental . The 
text tells how these, and many other problems, 
can be solved at a minimum of effort and 
expense. 

Having decided upon the type which will 
produce the greatest gain, and thus the most 
economical operation of a transmitter or the 
most effective results from a receiver, the ex­
perimenter then needs information as to how it 
should be built. He is interested, not only in 
theory but also in good practice; not in elab­
orate discussions of complex systems, but in 
simple directions for their design and construc­
tion. He may find them here, as determined 
from, the experience of the author and other 
successful radio operators. 

This modest little volume is written to serve 
those who want to put out a better signal from 
their transmitter or bring cleaner signals into 
their receivers. 
November 1, 1936 
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ANTENNAS 
Antenna Theory 

• An antenna is an electrical conductor, 
suspended in air and insulated from ground, 
which either radiates or receives radio-fre­
quency energy. Sometimes the ground is 
used in conjunction with the antenna con­
ductors, as will be defined later. The ef­
fectiveness of an antenna depends upon 
numerous electrical and mechanical factors 
of design, all of which are discussed under 
antenna types. 

An antenna can be compared to any tuned 
circuit, except that its capacity and induc­
tance are distributed along the wire instead 
of being lumped, as in a coil and variable 
condenser. Every antenna system has a 
fundamental wavelength or resonant fre­
quency of its own. It should always be op­
erated at its resonant frequency, because 
the efficiency is many times greater in this 
condition. 

The physical dimensions of the antenna 
at resonance bear a certain relation to the 
wavelength. In order to simplify the ex­
planation of radiation in space, it can be 
compared with waves in water produced by 
throwing a stone into a still body of water : 
there will be waves which have peaks and 
troughs, similar to those produced in space 
by radio waves. The radio waves, in effect, 
require a physical amount of space between 
the peaks and troughs (condensations and 
rarefactions) and therefore the antenna is 
made of such a length that it is equal to one 
peak or one trough of a wave in physical 
length. 

INSUI.ATOft LINSULATO,t 

-:;- GROUND 

FIG 0 l 

Conventional Antenna for Receiving. 

A complete wave consists of one peak and 
one trough, defined as one wavelength. Any 
resonant circuit is the electrical equivalent 
of one-half wavelength; in the case of a 
tuned circuit the constants are lumped and 

the space required is very small. For an 
antenna, the wire may be stretched out into 
a straight line so that it is nearly a full half 
wavelength long. For an antenna consisting 
of a straight wire one-half wavelength long 
electrically, the physical length will be ap­
proximately 5% shorter than the electrical 
length, because it is impossible to secure a 
wire having zero diameter supported in 
space without end insulators. 

FEl!!DFR/ 

f"CEOER 

TO TtU,NSUITlEA' 

ANTENNA COUPl,.Uf 

FIG.«! 

Single Wire Antenna for Transmitting. 

Radio waves travel with approximately 
the speed of light, which is 300 million 
meters per second. This provides a con­
venient method for expressing the resonant 
frequency in terms of wavelength, or vice­
vcrsa. 

300,000,000 
F = -----

>. 

where F is the frequency in cycle~ per sec­
ond >. is the wavelength in meters. 

Radiation Field 

• A wire connected to any source of oscil­
lating electrical energy will radiate radio 
waves due to the varying intensity of the 
electrical field surrounding the wire. The 
field closest to the wire is called the induc­
tion field, which oscillates to-and-fro; that 
part of the field which escapes forms the 
energy in the radiated field which is urged 
outward and diffused in all directions 
through space. Any wire supported in space 
and within range of the radiated field will 
intercept the energy and will have induced 
in it a radio-frequency voltage, which is 
detectable as an incoming signal by receiv­
ing apparatus. 

Radio waves are transmitted from an an­
tenna through space in two general types 
of waves. One is called the ground ·wave, 
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which follows along the surface of the 
ground, and is rapidly attenuated for very 
short waves. The ground wave is useful in 
long-wave radio communication, also for 
very short distance work on ultra-short 
wavelengths. Best broadcast reception is 
always had when the receiver picks up only 
the ground wave, which means that normally 
it must be within a 100 mile radius of even 
a high power transmitter. Fading effects 
take place at greater distances, due to the 
interference between the ground wave and 
the sky waves. 

That portion radiated upward from the 
antenna is known as the slty wave, since it 
is reflected back to earth by ionized layers in 
tht! upper atmosphere known as The Ken­
nelly-Heaviside Layers, as shown in Fig. 3. 

Fig. 3 

Reflection of Radio Waves from the Heavi­
side Layer Around the Earth. 

At very low angles of radiation, tht! 
waves start out practically tangent to the 
earth's surfact!, penetrate into the ionized 
!avers and are bent back to the earth at a 
very distant point. Higher angles of radia­
tion are bent back to earth at shorter dis­
tances until a ct!rtain high angle is reached 
for any particular frequency which will not 
he bent back to earth. This angle varies 
with the season of the year, frequency and 
time of day. At angles slightly less than 
this value at which the layers arc pene­
trated. the radio waves can be carried around 
one of the upper layers to extremely great 
distances before being bent back to earth, 
no matter what the angle of propagation. 

The Kennelly-Heaviside Layer is a strata 
oi ionized air molecules, of which the ion­
ization is due to the ultra-violet radiations 
from tht! sun. This stratospheric layer lies 
above the earth at rlistam:es of less than 
one hun<lrerl up to several hundred miles 
elevation. The relative density of the layers 
is not comtant, but varies from year to year 
and seems to rlepcnd upon sun-spot activity. 

The time required for the sky waves to 
reach the receiver varies in accordance with 
the number of reflections to and from earth 
and the changes of ionization in the Ken-
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nelly-Heaviside Layers. Obviously the time 
requirt!d for a ground wave to reach the 
receiver will be less than that of a high 
angle sky wave, resulting in variations of 
signal strength at the receiver. \Vhen two 
or more waves from these different paths 
arrive at the same instant (in phase) the 
signal strength will be greatest. If the time 
lag is great enough so that one wave tends 
to neutralize another ( out of phase), the 
signal intensity will decrease, resulting in 
the phenomena known as fading. 

The rate of fading varies with frequency, 
and even small changes of frequency some­
times have entirely different rates of fading. 
A modulated wave from a radiophone sta­
tion consists of a band of frequencies being 
transmitted, and this variation of fading 
within this narrow band results in distor­
tion in the received signal. This effect is 
known as selective fading, because the side­
band frequencies may be stronger at a given 
instant than the carrier ~ignal at the receiv­
ing point, resulting in bad distortion of 
audio quality in the output of the receiver. 

Electrical Properties 

• A wire stretched out into space has .fo­
dttctance of the same type as that produced 
bv wire wound into a coil. This antenna 
\;ire also has a distributed capacity to near­
by objects, such as the ground. As in any 
electrical circuit, inductive reactance and 
capacitive reactance impede the flow of cur­
rent in either a transn:iitting or receiving 
antenna. At resonance, the inductive re­
actance is equal and opposite to the capaci­
tive reactance, with the result that the elec­
trical current is onlv limited bv the resist­
ance. The resistarice consists of several 
components, such as wire resistance, dielec­
tric losses from nearby objects, ground re­
sistance, insulator losses and radiation re­
sistance. The latter is a fictitious term 
which is useful in expressing the power 
radiated hy the antenna. It is that resist­
ance which would consume the same amount 
of power that is radiated into space by the 
antenna; the power lost in other forms of 
resistance is wasted. Short-wave antennas 
generally have a very high ratio of radia­
tion resistance to loss resistance and are 
therefore very efficient. 

In a resonant antenna. standhi_q wa'/Jcs of 
current a11d voltage exist. In a typical half 
wave antenna the current is maximum at 
the center. and zero at the ends. The radio­
frequency voltage is max;mum at the ends 
and minimum at the center. These standing 
waves exist because an impressed radio 
wave will travel out to the end of the an­
tenna am! be reflected back toward the 
center. since the end is an open circuit cor­
rcspondin;..: to a large mismatch of im-
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pcdancc. The resonant antenna is oi such 
length that the rellected wave will be in 
phase with each succeeding impressed wave, 
or oscillation, resulting in a standing wave 
along the antenna wire. Standing waves 
produce more actual radiated power into 
space from an antenna than when the values 
of voltage and current arc uniform and of 
lower value all along the antenna wire. 
Radio-frequency feeders to an antenna are 
generally designed for uniform distribution 
of current and voltage along their entire 
length (no standing wave). In other words, 
the feeders should not radiate because the 
antenna proper alone should be the radiating 
medium. 

VDLTAGIEJ, ..... ,, c=.c-:,;;, 
).,....-· I • -..., 

/. " CtNTEA ........ 

/,,,,. ',,, i '-
--------.....;.,-,,-----:,__ 
I-" .... w•••-'-~'~---... ,1 

ANTllallllHA '\. 

' ",.._.,.._VOL'TAGE 

SM(lWING HOW 5TANDIN~ WAVES [lllST ON A AE'.SOtd•lll'T ANT[N'>IA 
CVJIRENT IS M.,_lllllolUM AT Ct:NTER - VOLTAGIE: IS MAXIMUM AT EN09 

FIG. 4 

The impedance along a half wave antenna 
varies from a minimum at the center to a 
maximum at the ends. The impedance is 
that property which determines the antenna 
current at any point along the wire for the 
value of radio-frequency voltage at that 
point. The main component \If this im­
pedance is the radiation resistance; normally 
the latter is referred to the center of the 
half wave antenna where the current is a 
maximum. The square of the current mul­
tiplied by the radiation resistance is equal 
to the power radiated by the antenna, and 
for convenience these values arc usually re­
ierred to the center uf a half wave section 
of antenna. 

The curve in Fig. 5 indicate, the theo­
retical center point radiation resistance of a 
half wave horizontal antenna for various 
heights above ground. These values arc oi 
some importance in matching radio fre­
quency feeders to the antenna in order to 
obtain both a good impedance match and an 
absence of standing waves on the feeders. 

A transmitting antenna usually consists of 
a wire of definite length which may be 
grounded, ungrounded or connected to a 
counterpoise. A ground made hy either a 
direct or capacitive connection acts as a re­
flector to the aerial wire, therefore com­
pleting the circuit. \Vith a direct ground 
connection, the antenna may b<' either an 
electrical quarter wavelength or odd mul­
tiples of quarter wavelengths; the ground 

. 
rL 

. 
. /. ,.f ./ ~~ 

~- . 
! 

I/ V IV 

~ 
< 

' . 
~-

' .. ---- ,-

HOIII.Z(,)NT'I~ DOIJ8LE:T t1£U, .. T 
1"1 W•\/Cl£No:;.Tt<5 

Fig. 5 

Radiation Resistance of Half Wave Hori­
zontal Antenna for Various Heights Above 

Ground. 

acts as a subterranean reflector, furnishing 
quarter waves to the antenna to give half 
waves or multiples of half waves for the 
desired resonant effect. A very short wire 
can be loaded to an electrical quarter wave 
by means of a loading coil to ground ; a 
wire over a quarter wave long can be re­
duced to an electrical quarter wave by 
means of a series condenser to ground. 

~>--------------,-
~OV•RTER w•VE l 

CONOSNUA 

Fig. 6 

A counterpoise which consists of one or 
more wires in a network insulated from 
ground will often reduce loss resistances 
which might occur when the quarter wave 
antenna is connected to poorly conducting 
earth. The counterpoise in the case of a 
network of several wires acts as a condenser 
plate with high capacity to earth, with the 
result of lower loss in t_hc antenna system; 
for this reason the counterpoise should be 
fairlv close to the ground. 

Fig. 7 shows a vertic_al antenna with an 
elaborate ground wire system buried under 
the surface of the earth for the purpose of 
obtaining low loss resistance connection to 
ground. This system is more generally used 
than the counterpoise. 
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Fig. 7 

Directional Properties 

• The radiation field of an antenna is more 
intense in certain directions, depending upon 
its height above ground, as well as the 
length of the antenna al)d the tilt or angle 
of the antenna wire with respect to ground. 
A short antenna (up to a half wavelength 
long) radiates most of its energy in a circu­
lar pattern at right-angles to the wire, 
something in the shape of a doughnut. 

As the length of a horizontal antenna is 
increased in multiples of half waves, the 
radiation pattern changes into cone-shaped 
loops, one at each end of the antenna. 
Smaller intermediate loops occur as shown 
in Fig. 8. A short horizontal antenna, 
therefore, may be considered as a broadside 
radiator and a long antenna as an end-fire 
radiator. A vertical half wave or quarter 
wave antenna radiates equally well in all 
directions, horizontally. 

Angle Radiation 

• All but the ultra-short-waves are re­
flected back to earth from the Heaviside 
Layer. By directing the greater portion of 
the transmitted wave at certain angles above 
the horizon, the signal at the receiving sta­
tion will be increased; the angle above the 
horizon depends upon the distance and con­
dition of the Heaviside Layer. For ex­
tremely long distances a low angle radiation 
is preferable, or an extremely high critical 
angle above the earth horizon. Intermediate 
angles tend to shorten the skip distance, 
and in case of long distances the total num­
ber of reflections may be so great as to at­
tenuate the signal to sm;h an extent that it 
cannot he received. Each time the signal is 
reflected from the earth's surface back 
to the Heaviside Layer the signal strength is 
reduced, due to losses which become evident 
because the earth is not a perfect reflector. 

Vertical antennas provide low angle radia­
tion as indicated in Fig. 9. The earth acts 
as a mirror and prevents the radiated wave 
from going out exactly in a plane to the 
horizon, unless the vertical antenna is sev­
eral wave lengths above the earth. 
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Horizontal Half Wave Antenna Radiation 
Patterns. 

The effect of the earth on the angle of 
radiation is more noticeable in the case of 
horizontal antennas, as can be seen in Fig. 
10, showing that the horizontal antenna 
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should be approximately a half wave above 
ground in order to avoid excessive radia­
tion straight up, which would 11cnetrate the 
Heaviside Layer and not be reflected back 
to earth at distant points. 

Heights above ground of one quarter wave 
and three quarter wavc1, provide excessive 
radiation straight upward, which represents 
a loss of power. The radiation pattern 
shown in C of Fig. 10 indicates that nearly 
all of the radiation is at right angles to the 
antenna wire. This is not actually true, 
because the doughnut-shaped radiated field 
actually produces high angle radiation out­
wardlv over the ends of even a half wave 
horizontal antenna. 

Long antennas operated at a harmonic 
tend to give low angle radiation. An an­
alogy can be made to an ordinary garden 
hose and nozzle when considering the radia­
tion from one end of the antenna. As the 
nozzle is turned from the fine sprav posi­
tion, the cone of water has a more narrow 
angle and is more concentrated. A second 
or third harmonic antenna ( two or three 
half waves) is like the fine spray condition, 
whereas a long antenna of six or eight 
wavelengths projects most of the signals 
outward in the form of a very narrow cone, 
having a radiation much greater at its maxi­
mum as compared with a half wave an­
tenna. 

Careful antenna design will enable a low 
power transmitter to deliver a powerful 
signal at certain distant points. 

Antenna Tilt 

• The presence of ground near any hori­
zontal antenna has a very decided effect 
upon its directivity pattern. A half wave 
antenna normally produces high angle radia­
tion from its ends, and both high and low 
angle radiation from its sides, as can be 
seen by referring back to Fig. 8. 

The difference becomes more pronounced 
with a full wave antenna; in either case, 
tilting the antenna will lower the angle of 
radiation to some extent in line with the 
antenna wire. Since low angle radiation is 
generally desirable for long distance com­
munication, a slight tilt from the horizontal 
angle with respect to earth in the desired 
direction will often produce a very notice­
able increase in signal strength. An an­
tenna which has one end higher above the 
earth than the other does not transmit or 
receive well in the direction toward the 
higher end. 

Antennas for Transmitting 

• Antennas for transmitting differ from 
those used for receiving only in that the 
former require better insulation. A good 
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Fig. 9 
Angle of Radiation of Half Wave Vertical 

Antennas. 

11 



Jones Antenna Handbook 

A j ! 
2.... 2 

,l;l~?/J,)l/1'1 

. •· 
.J,. -c-

Horizontal Antenna Half Wave Above 
Ground. This is the best height for hori-

zontal antenna for general use. 

!.J 
~JJ/rto/1~?,>J ~•-&IIT• f E•O ¥111:W _ c • 

. •· 
Horizontal Antenna. Quarter Wave Above 

Ground. 

½/ ~• ~•o· • --~~:., ••~· oo" 

P;li>/f'','Jt•1I' ~~ ... -· 
·•• CflO e ',( __ • 

AIIIT' • J,. • C • 

Horizontal Antenna, ¾ Wave High, Radi­
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Fig. 10 

Showing How the Earth Affects the Angle 
of Radiation from a Horizontal Antenna. 

antenna for transmitting likewise makes a 
good antenna for receiving. All antennas 
for transmitting fall into two general classi­
fications: (1) A half wave, or multiple of 
half waves, known as a Hertz Antenna, (2) 
A quarter wave, or odd multiples of quarter 
waves, known as a Jl,;farconi Antem1a, be­
cause it must he used in conjunction with 
either a ground or counterpoise connection. 
For frequencies above 3,000 KC (100 
meters), Hertz Antennas are more efficient 
because losses caused by ground connections 
are eliminated. The Hertz designation 
covers such types as Si11r1fc /,Vire Fed, 7.epp, 
Two 1-Viri, Fed, find Fed, J)oublets, and 
Directional Arrays, because these systems 
use half wave sections of antennas for the 
radiating portion. 

i11arconi Antennas are generally used for 
frequencies below 3000 KC because space re­
quirements are less than when Hertz An­
tennas are used. 1\1 arconi Antennas are 
generally a quarter wave long, measured 
between ground and the far end of the an­
tenna. The electrical length can be ad­
j m,terl by a tuning condenser, either in shunt 
or in series with the coupling coil. A shunt 
condenser increases, and a series condenser 
decreases, the electrical length of the antenna 
system. The Marconi Antenna is cut so 
that the electrical length is exactly a quarter 
wave long: the coupling coil and tuning 
condensers can be eliminated and some form 
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of single wire feed line can be used to sup­
ply power from the transmitter to the an­
tenna. The effectiveness of a Marconi An­
tenna depends on its height above ground. 
also upon a very low resistance ground con­
nection. \Vhcre a sufficiently low resistance 
ground is not available, a counterpoise is 
used. If the physical length docs not ex­
ceed a quarter wave by more than ½rd, the 
use of a series tuning condenser will reduce 
it to an electrical quarter wavelength. For 
wires less than a quarter wave long, an in­
ductance (loading coil) will lengthen the 
antenna to a quarter wave electrically. The 
effective electrical length of the antenna can 
be increased slightly by the use of a large 
capacity at the end of the wire, such as in­
sulator caps, balls, or cages. 

Choice of Antenna 

• There are so many suitable types of an­
tennas for accomplishing a similar result 
that a brief explanation of some of the fea­
tures of each is here disclosed. For 160 
meter operation, some form of Marconi 
Antenna is desirable because most Amateurs 
have only a limited amount of space in 
which to erect an antenna. Most Marconi 
Antennas radiate a fairly strong ground 
wave, whirh is desirable for short and 
moderate distance communication. For 80 
meter operation, the choice lies in some 
form of ha! i wave antenna, such as a Zepp, 
End Fed, or Single Wire Fed. The dif­
ference lies in the method of coupling the 
radiating portion of the antenna to the final 
amplifier oi the transmitter. Any one of 
the three aforementioned antennas can be 
operated on several bands by utilizing har­
monics of the antenna. For example, a 130 
foot half wave antenna operating on 80 
meters becomes a full wave second harmonic 
antenna on 40 meters, and a two wave 
fourth harmonic antenna on 20 meters. 
Other forms of 80 meter half i,vavc antennas 
are often d<·sirable under certain conclitions. 

The Johnson "Q." Collins AII-\Vave An­
tenna, Two \Vire Matched Impedance An­
tenna. and the Twisted Pair Feeder Antenna 
are ail suitable for 80 meter operation. The 
advantages and disadvantages of each are 
discussed elsewhere in these pages. 

Figure 11 shows the directivity patterns 
of a horizontal antenna operated at its 
fundamental and on its various harmonics. 

For 40 meter operation, any of the types 
listed for HO meter operation are suitable, 
yet an antenna for 80 meter operation is 
twice as !011g as one required for 40 meter 
operation. Directional effects should be 
taken into consideration if space permits the 
choice of antenna placement. For 20 meter 
operation, the same types of antennas are 
suitable. but on this hand the uhvsical size 
of the antenna is so small that highly-dircc-
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Fig, 11 
Radiation Patterns of Horizontal Antennas, 

Half Wave to 4 Waves Long. 

tional types can be used to greater advan­
tage. Directional antennas increase the 
power radiated in some certain desired di­
rections, but at the expense of lower radia­
tion in the other directions. 

For 10 meter operation any harmonic an­
tenna can be used, although a half wave 
vertical antenna is most popular because it 
transmits a very low angle of radiation and 
is non-directional. Directional arrays are 
easily constructed for operation on this band, 
and they arc equivalent to greatly increasing 
the power in the transmitter proper. 

The ground wave alone is useful for 5 and 
2¼ meter operation, and thus the vertical 
types of antennas are more suitable. For 
short distance communication (a few miles), 
a single vertical half wave antenna, mounted 
as high as possible, gives satisfactory re­
sults. Directional arrays are recommended 
for point-to-point communication. Various 
forms of directional arrays should be used 
for micro-wave operation because these ar­
rays can be easily rotated, due to their small 
physical size. Half wave or quarter wave 
antennas are only occasionally used for 
micro-wave communication. 
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Single Wire Fed Antenna 

• When a single wire feeder is connected 
to the proper impedance matching point of a 
half wave (or multiple of half waves) in 
the radiating portion of an antenna, it is 
called a Single Wire Fed Hertz Antenna. 
The center impedance is somewhere ,between 
50 and 100 ohms in a half wave antenna, 
increasing outwardly toward the ends. A 
feeder wire can be attached at a point of 
about 500 to 600 ohms impedance either side 
of center for the purpose of supplying RF 
energy from the transmitter. In this case, 
the ground acts as a phantom return circuit 
and the characteristic impedance of the 
single wire to ground is in the neighbor­
hood of 600 ohms. The exact value of im­
pedance varies with the frequency of op­
eration and the diameter of the conductor. 

Antenna Impedance 

• The impedance of any circuit is a func­
tion of the reactance and resistance which 
impedes the flow of current. In a resonant 
antenna the reactive terms cancel each other, 
as in any resonant circuit, and the im­
pedance is equal to the resistance which in 
this case is largely radiation resistance. The 
radiation resistance at the center of a half 
wave antenna is about 73 ohms, and 2400 
ohms at the ends if it is very high above 
earth. It can thus be seen that at either 
side of center, values of from approxi­
mately 73 ohms to 2400 ohms can be ob­
tained for impedance matching to non-reso­
nant RF feeders. The single wire feeder is 
one type of non-resonant line. 

A non-resonant RF feeder system of in­
finite length has a characteristic surge im­
pedance which is a function of the diameter 
of the wires. the spacing and the dielectric 
between the wires. Short lines, such as 
used in radio practice, can be terminated by 
using the characteristic impedance as a load, 
which makes the line equivalent to one of 
infinite length without reflections and stand­
ing waves of RF voltage. If the line is not 
terminated by the proper impedance the 
impres~ed radio wave will be reflected and 
standing waves will exist to cause radiation 
from the feeder or feeders. To simplify the 
foregoing explanation, the single wire feeder 
gives best results when it is connected 
across approximate 600 ohms of antenna 
impedance. This value of impedance ( 600 
ohms) normally occurs at a point about 
one-seventh of the total length either side 
of center. The same applies to any half 
wave antenna which is not too close to 
nearby objects or ground. Under conditions 
of perfect impedance match there will he no 
standing waves on the RF feeder and maxi­
mum efficiency will result. Unfortunately, 
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this point is not correct for harmonic opera­
tion and if the single wire fed antenna is to 
be used on several hands a compromise 
should be made which will not materially 
lower the efficiency on any band. The feeder 
should be connected to the antenna at a 
point one-sixth, instead of one-seventh, of 
the total length of the antenna either side of 
center. Another simple way to find this 
point is to divide the antenna into three 
equal lengths and attach the feeder at a 
point one-third of the total length from 
either end. See Fig. 12. 

Typical example: A 134 foot 80 meter 
antenna (for operation on 80, 40, 20 and 10 
meters) should be tapped 45 feet from one 
end, or 22 feet from the center of the an­
tenna. See Fig. 12. This automatically places 
the tap 12 feet from center of one of the 
half wave sections when the antenna is op­
erated on 40 meters, and 5 feet from the 
center of a half wave section when the an­
tenna is operated on 20 meters. These val­
ues are such that good impedance match 
will he had, resulting in satisfactory all-band 
operation. For a 67 foot ( 40 meter) an­
tenna, the tap should be a little over 22 feet 
from one end, which places it at about 11 
feet from center. This automatically pro­
vides a point which is 6 feet off-center on 
20 meters and 2,½ feet off-center on 10 
meters. The value of 9-feet-4-inches-off­
center for a 40 meter antenna, widely recom­
mended in the past, gives a distance of only 
0.8-foot off-center for 10 meter operation, 
which explains why such poor results are 
obtained when such a 40 meter antenna is 
used for 10 meter operation. The same 
holds true for 80 meter antennas operating 
on 20 meters. Connection of the feeder at a 
point of such low impedance for harmonic 
operation will not provide much actual radi­
ation from the flat top portion of the an­
tenna. 

There will be a small standing wave on 
the single wire feeder when it is terminated 
one-third the distance from the end of the 
antenna. The reactive effect can be prac­
tically eliminated by making the feeder 
some multiple of quarter waves long. At 
the station end, the impedance would then 
be purely resistive, and no detuning ef­
fect will be in evidence in the final amplifier 
tuning circuit when connecting or discon­
necting the feeder. The formula for calcu­
lating the feeder length in feet is : 

234,000 

f, 

\Vhere f, is the lowest frequency of opera­
tion in Kilocycles, l is the feeder length in 
feet. 
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The antenna length should be cut so that 
it will resonate at the middle frequency band 
desired. The formula : 

L= 
(K - .05) 492,000 

f2 

where L is the antenna length in feet, 
f, is the frequency in kilocycles, 
k is the number of half wavelengths 

at that frequency. 
The slight error in length for the lower 

and higher frequencies must be tolerated be­
cause the actual length is a compromise. 
The end effects shorten a half wave antenna 
approximately 5%, which is equivalent to 
2:½% per end. In a long antenna, such as 
two full waves, the two end half wave sec­
tions are each shortened 2½%. The middle 
sections are not shortened. This means that 
a wire cut for 3,600 KC operation as a half 
wave antenna will be a little short for oper­
ation as a full wave antenna on 7200 KC, 
which is the second harmonic. In spite of 
these minor defects, this antenna has become 
highly popular and is being widely used 
because of its simplicity and all-around use­
fulness. 

Non-resonant feeders of any type can be 
of any length and sometimes they are made 
as long as 4000 feet. Ko sharp bends should 
be tolerated, otherwise the RF wave will be 
reflected and standing wave effects will re­
sult. The feeder wire should run at a right­
an_qle to the flat top portion for at least a 
quarter wavelength from the point where 

it attaches to the antenna. A single wire 
feeder should always be used in conjunction 
with a good ground connection at any wave­
length because the single wire feeder uses 
the ground as part of its return system in 
feeding power to the antenna. 

One of the disadvantages of the single 
wire fed antenna is a tendency for the RF to 
feed back into electric wiring circuits near 
the transmitter. In radiophone operation 
this feedback can find its way into the 
microphone circuits, resulting in distortion 
and audio howls. 

Coupling the Single-Wire Feeder to 
the Final Amplifier 

• A single-wire antenna with off-center 
feeder should preferably be coupled to the 
final amplifier by means of system A, shown 
in Fig. 13. B and C are alternate methods 
for increasing or decreasing the electrical 
length of the feeder, yet these methods are 
seldom required. 

The method shown in A consists of link 
coupling the final amplifier plate coil to an 
antenna tuning system. Ll is the final ampli­
fier p~te coil. L2 is a coupling loop of 
from one to four turns of insulated wire 
around the center of Ll. L3 is a similar 
coupling loop around the center of the an­
tenna coil L4. 

L4 should have approximately 10% fewer 
turns than Ll, but both coils should be of 
the same diameter. The coupling loops L2 
and L3 are connected together with a 
twisted pair feed line so as to isolate the 
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Fig. 13 

"A" Is the Best Coupling System for a 
Single Wire Feeder; "B" and "C" Are 

Seldom Used in Amateur Practice. 

final amplifier plate coil from the antenna 
coil by several feet. L4 is tuned with a 
100 mmfd. variable condenser which has 
sufficient plate spacing to prevent flash-over. 
Taps are soldered to IA at points beginning 
approximately one-third the way up from 
the grounded end of the coil, and continu­
ing up the coil to a point near the center. 
One end of L4 schould be grounded to the 
transmitter chassis, or to an earth ground, 
or hoth. 

AMP 

Fig. 14 
Alternate Method of Coupling Single Wire 
Antenna by Tapping the Link Line Directly 
to the Antenna Coil. The Lower End of 
1he Antenna Coil Should be Grounded, 
Unless the Antenna Is of the End-Fed 

Type. 

. \. small flashlight globe, or a 0-to-1 RF 
antenna ammeter should .be connected in 
series with the feeder and the tap on coil L4 
in order to provide a means of comparative 
indication of antenna power. See Fig. 15. 
The indicating device should be removed, or 
short-circuited, at the completion of the tests. 
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Sl·IIJNT (OP Sf/ITCH) 

Fig. 15 
Lamp Indicator or R-F Meter for Denoting 

Comparative Output. 

Tuning Procedure 

(1) \Vith the antenna feeder disconnected 
from coil L4, tune the final amplifier plate 
circuit to resonance, then tune the antenna 
coil to resonance. The final amplifier plate 
current should take the customary pro­
nounced resonance dip when either the plate 
or antenna circuit is tuned to resonance. Ii 
resonance in the final amplifier cannot be 
secured when the antenna coil is tuned, turns 
should be removed from, or added to, coil 
L,1. When resonance is secured by tuning 
either circuit, the antenna feeder should be 
connected to L4. 

(2) Connect the feeder to a tap on L4 at 
a point about one-third the way up from 
the grounded end of the coil. Observe the 
indication of the RF antenna meter or flash­
light globe. Ho!.d one hand on the final 
plate tuning condenser dial, the other hand 
on the antenna tuning condenser dial. Vary 
both condensers at the same time and tune 
for maximum indication of the RF meter or 
flashlight globe. Then connect the antenna 
feeder to a different tap on coil L4 and re­
peat the tuning process. A tap position will 
soon be found which gives greatest indica­
tion of antenna power, at normal plate cur­
rent. Once the system is correctly tuned, 
the resonance dip indicated hy the final ampli­
fier plate milliammeter will be very small 
when the final plate condenser is tuned 
through the resonance point. If the dip 
is pronounced, make slight readjustments 
of both circuits until maximum indication 
is shown by the RF meter or flashlight globe. 
The point to remember is that both con­
densers should be tuned and retuned simul­
taneously for maximum output. 

(3) lf the final amplifier draws more 
than normal plate current after the system 
is tuned to resonance, remove a turn or more 
of wire from both L2 and L3; converselv, 
add a turn or more to both L2 and L3 ·if 
the plate current is too low . 

Relative Radiation Patterns 

• Fig. 16 shows other methods for coupling 
the single wire feeder here described, as well 
as a sketch showing the directivity of an 80 
meter antenna of this type. For all-around 
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FIG. 16. 
Left: 80-Meter Antenna. 132 to 134 Feet Long. Suitable for Operation on 80. 40. 20 and 
10 Meters. Center: Antenna Feeder Loading System for 160 Meter Operation. Right: 

Approximate Direction of Other Countries. 

operation in as many directions as possible, 
from any point in the l:"nited States, this 80 
meter antenna should preferably he run in a 
North and South direction, as ~hown. On 
the other hand, when this same antenna is 
operated on its harmonics, the antenna di­
rectivity changes to four main lobes in the 
approximate directions as shown. 

.,. 

the figures. The radiation is in the form of 
a doughnut for a half wave antenna and 
consequently high angle radiation does take 
place in the end directions, assuming that 
the antenna points North and South. The 
main low angle radiation on 80 meters would 
be East and West. \Vhen this 80 meter an­
tenna operates on harmonics, the radiation 

•-····· .. ···•"' 
FIG. 17. 

80- and 20-Meter Radiation Patterns for All-Band Single-Wire Fed Antenna. 

All of the lobes in Figs. 17 aud 18 apply 
to an 80 meter antenna, operating on har­
monics. Long-distance operation is more 
easily accomplished on the shorter wave­
lengths, such as 10, 20 and 40 meters, thus 
making it a very effective all-band radiator. 
The directivity patterns do not hold good 
for all locations. and neither is it necessarv 
to point the antenna in the prescribed direc­
tion in order to communicate with other 
countries or localities. However, if an ap­
proximate North and South placement can 
he arranged, better results will be secured. 

appears to be in four separate directions, or 
Jobes, as shown in Fig. 18. The radiation 
goes out in two main cones and therefore 
it is not as directional as would appear at 
a casual glance. 

Impedance Matching Stubs 

• In a great many directive antenna arrays. 
and often in the more simple forms of an­
tennas, an impedance matching "stub" is 
desirable. This stuh permits the use of a 
non-resonant feeder system, which results 

FIG 18. 
40- and 10-Meter Radiation Patterns for Same Antenna. 

Fig. 18 shows the radiation patterns of an 
80 meter antenna of this type when operated 
on 40 and 10 meters. These diagrams show 
the cross-section only, therefore the directiv­
ity, in effect, is not the same as indicated in 

in better efficiency than could otherwise be 
obtained with long Zepp feeders. The stub 
consists of a quarter or half wave section 
of feeder, either open at the lower end, or 
,vith a sliding link for tuning the stub. Fig. 
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IN$ULATORS'j, 

]!_ STU• . 

Fig. 19 
Half Wave Antenna with Quarter Wave 

Matching Stub. 

19 shows a quarter wave stub, which is 
similar to a quarter wave Zepp feeder. 

r---4 ANTENNA -------.; 

Fig. 20 
Center Fed Half Wave Antenna with Half 

Wave Matching Stub. 

Fig. 20 shows a half w_ave stub for feeding 
into the center of a half wave antenna. 

The impedance at the short-circuited end 
of this stub is only a few ohms, and this im­
pedance increases toward the antenna end. 
A non-resonant feeder qm be tapped across 
this stub at a point corresponding to its char­
acteristic impedance, which usually lies be­
tween 400 and 600 ohms. 

~½ANTENNA 

ttEOtR TAP.S NEAR 
ANTU~N..t. [ND or .STUB 

NONRE.SONANT F'[l:OtftS 

L. OPEN 

Fig. 21 

¼ STUB 

Center Fed Half Wave Antenna with Stub 
Line Cut to Exact Length Without Shorting 

Bar. 

The antenna length and stub length must 
lie such that exact resonance is obtained. In 
the case where the stub has a shorting link 
near one end, the link may be moved up or 

18 

down to tune the system to resonance with 
the transmitter frequency. In the case of 
a center fed antenna with a quarter wave 
stub without shorting link, Fig. 21, the wires 
must be cut to correct length by trial in order 
to obtain resonance. The non-resonant feed­
ers tap across the matching stub at a point 
which eliminates standing waves on this line. 
The antenna and stub lengths should be cor­
rect for the particular installation in order 
to eliminate standing waves on the non­
resonant feeders. The crystal detector­
milliammeter measuring device described in 
Fig. 95 is suitable for tuning up this type of 
antenna system. 

t--½--··· 7 
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Fig. 22 
Two Hali Wave Sections in Phase. with 

Quarter Wave Stub. 

In Fig. 22 two half wave sections are used 
in phase in order to obtain greater radiation 
at right angles to the direction of the an­
tenna. 

r---.u•-,."-1 

2.0METER DIRECTIVE ANTENNA - (2 HAL,•WAVE SECTIONS) 

Fig. 23 
Pictorial of Fig. 22. Showing Simplicity of 

20 Meter Antenna Installation. 

In one particular installation (Fig. 23) it 
was found that the standing waves on the 
non-resonant feed line could not be elimi­
nated until one of the half wave antennas 
was shortened nearly 10%. The apparent 
reason was the proximity of a small metal 
chimney to one end of this antenna. 



Impedance Matching Stabs 

10 Meter Vertical Antenna With 
Matching Stub 

• A very effective antenna system for non­
directional 10 meter operation is shown in 
Fig. 24. It consists of a 25 foot pole, sup­
ported on the roof or to one side of a build­
ing or other structure, a 16½ foot vertical 
antenna wire run up along the pole and in­
sulated from it with small insulating strips 
or rods. At the -bottom of the 16½ foot 
section is another section of two wires 
called the matching stub. These wires are 8 
feet long, one of them being a portion of the 
antenna proper. A shorting bar, connected 
across the bottom of the two wires, is 
moved upward or downward for antenna 
tuning; likewise, the feed line tapped across 
the two wires at a point about ½rd the way 
down from where the two wire portion 
begins, is also later adjusted and readjusted 
in tuning up the system. 
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TO ROOF OR SIDE OF HOUSE 

10-METER VERTICAL ANTENNA 
WITH QUARTER WAVE MATCHING TRANS. 

Fig. 24 

Tuning Procedure 

(1) Place transmission line ½rd the way 
down from the point where the two 
wires begin, that is, ½rd the way 
down from the top of the "matching 
transformer." 

(2) Adjust the shorting bar by placing 
it aJ)proximately 1 foot or 18 inches 
from the bottom of the "matching 
transformer." 

(:l) Turn "on" transmitter. and loosely 
couple the antenna coil to the final 
amplifier plate coil. 

( 4) Place a "field strength meter" ( de­
scribed in Fig. 91) somewhere where 
it can be seen from the roof, or let 
someone else watch the reading of the 
meter. 

( 5) Kever re-adj us! the field strength 
meter once 1t 1s set, while the an­
tenna is being tune9. 

(6) Take readings on the field strength 
meter and adjust the antenna coupling 
to the instrument so that half scale 
readings are obtained. 

(7) Return to the roof, put on a pair of 
gloves, and adjust the shorting-bar 
until the field strength meter denotes 
maximum reading. 

(8) Next, adjust the position of the feed­
line to a point, where maximum indica­
tion is again had on the field strength 
meter. 

( 9) Lastly, re-adjust the shorting-bar so 
that a more accurate position can be 
found, as again denoted by still greater 
reading of the field strength milliam­
meter. 

The Johnson "Q" Antenna 

• Another type of single band half wave 
antenna is the Johnson "Q," which uses a 
special quarter wave matching transformer 
to couple a more or less conventional 400 to 
600 ohm two-wire line to the n ohm im­
pedance which exists at the center of a half 
wave antenna. This matching transformer 
consists of two parallel aluminum tubes, each 
a quarter wave in length, suspended from 
the center of the antenna. See Figs. 25 
and 26. 

i-------L--------i 

JOHNSON "Q"' ANTENNA 

Fig. 25 

The surge impedance is made fairly low by 
using half-inch diameter tubing, spaced 1.6 
inches apart. This spacing results in an 
impedance of slightly over 200 ohms, which 
is the geometric mean between the antenna 
center impedance of 73 ohms and the im­
pedance of a two-wire line of 600 ohms. 
The matching section should be approxi­
mately a quarter wave in length for the par­
ticular frequency used. 
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Fig. 26 
Pictorial Sketch of Johnson "Q." 

The design formulas are as follows : 

,167,000 
L (in feet) = ----

f 

246,000 
1 (in feet)=-··-

f 

where L is the antenna length in feet. 
I is the matching section length in 

feet. 
f is the frequency in kilocycles. 

This antenna is quite widely used on 20 
meters because of its relatively high efli­
ciencv. The 600 ohm untuned or non-reso­
nant · line can be of any length and should 
he connected across the equivalent oi 600 
ohms of impedance at the transmitter. 

The Collins Multi-Band Antenna 

• This antenna system is a special form of 
Zepp antenna suitable for operation on sev­
eral bands. The losses are less in dry 
weather, and even in wet weather it should 
be a comparable system to the Zepp antenna. 
It consists of a half wave antenna at the low­
est frequency of operation, with parallel 
copper tubing quarter wave feeders con­
nected in the center of the antenna. See 
Figs 27 and 28. The system can be used 
on harmonics because of the special form 
oi RF feeders which arc used. 

The center impedance of a half wave 
antenna is approximately ,5 ohms; the cen­
ter impedance of a full wave antenna is 
bout 1200 ohms. Consequently the RF 
feeder is designed to have an impedance 
which is the geometric mean of these two 
values, or 300 ohms. This value of 300 ohms 
is obtained hy using quarter-inch copp<'r 
tubing with 1¼-inch spacing, held in posi­
tion with small ceramic separators. The 
impedance mismatch between 300 ohms and 
,,; or l:t00 ohms is ±-to-1, which is not 
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great enough to cause excessive values of 
standing waves on the feeders. The line 
is made a multiple of quarter waves in 
length and thus the reactance at the station 
end is negligible; it will provide a resistive 
impedance of 75 or 1200 ohms. A simple 
untuned pickup coil ( variable turns) is suit­
able for coupling to the transmitter or re­
ceiver tuned circuits. The design formulas 
are as follows : 

(k-.05)±92,000 
Antenna length in ft. = L = -------­

£ 

23-1,000 m 
Feeder length in feet 

f 

vVhere k = number of half wavelengths. 
f frequency in kilocycles. 

m = number of quarter wavelengths. 

i------L-------, 

¼" COPPER TU91NG 

COLLINS MULTl•BAND ANTENNA 

Fig. 27 

ANT ANT 
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COLLINS MULTI- BAND ANTENNA 

Fig. 28 
Close-Up of Center of Antenna, Showing 

Feeder Connections. 



Collins Multi-Band Antenna 

CHART FOR COLLINS MULTI-BAND ANTENNA 

Antenna A B C 

Antenna 
Length 136 136 275½ 
In Feet 

Feeder 
Length 
in Feet 

66 115 99 

Frequency 3.7- 4.0 1.7- 2.0 
Range in 7.0- 7.3 3.7- 4.0 3.7- 4.0 

Megacycles 14.0-14.4 14.0-14.4 7.0- 7.3 
14.0-14.4 

1200 
Nominal 1200 75 160-SO-
Input all all 20:VC., 

bands bands and Impedance 75on 
In Ohms 401\f. 

The efficiency of the feeders may run as 
high as 97% in spite of the impedance mis­
match. The feeders weigh approximately 
10 pounds and they hang from the center of 
the antenna, therefore the antenna wire 
should be copper-clad steel under tension, 
unless a support in the form of a mast is 
placed at the center of the antenna. A study 
of the antenna chart will indicate several 
possihilities for amateur installation. 

Zepp Antenna 

• This antenna consists of a half wave sec­
tion with tuned feeders connected to the 
end, Fig. 29, or into the center, Fig. 30, of 
the half ·wave radiating section. 

The purpose of the feeders is to permit 
the erection of an antenna as high above 
ground and as clear from nearby objects as 
possible. The feeders transfer radio-fre­
quency power from the final amplifier of the 
transmitter to the radiating portion of the 
antenna. 'l"he portion of the antl-nna called 
the Zepp Feeder ( which is a resonant coupl­
ing device, and thus forms part of the an­
tenna proper) sim]}ly consists of an addi­
tional length of antenna which is folded back 
upon itseli in such a way that the standing 
waves on the two feeders neutralize each 
other, thus preventing the feeder portion nf 
the antenna from radiatin11:. The first funda­
mental of Zepp Antenna design .is that the 
flat top portion must be cut to within 10% 
for the frequency used. Variations of less 
than 10% can be compensated for by tuning 
the feeders in the radio room. 

\Vhen one wire of a Zepp Fecrler is con-

D E F G 

250 67 6i 103 

122 65 98 82H 

7.0- 7.3 7.0- 7.3 3.7- 4.0 
1.7-2.0 14.0-14.4 14.0-14.4 7.0- 7.3 
3.7-4.0 28.0-29.0 28.0-29.0 14.0-14.4 

75 on 
1200 401\-1. 1200 1200 
all 1200 all all 

bands on 20 bands bands 
and 
lOM, 

' ANY EVEN NUM191!:Jl "7" 

USUALLY 
ANT ODO 

NUM9tll o, 1 t -·c lx~ 
c1'Glfc2 ~ 

Lt Lz 
Sl!:IIUCS TUNING f'All"AL.1.1!:\. TUflllNC 

OP' l"EtO!IIS 

Fig. 29 
Zepp Antenna System and Feeder Tuning 

Methods. 

i----- ---1-----

USUALLY 
EV[N NUMBER 

or ¼ LtNC-..THS 

l 
Fig. 30 

Zepp Feeders Connected in Center of Hall 
Wave Antenna. 

nected to the end of a half wave antenna 
the feeders should be some odd multiple of 
quarter wavelengths long, because the two 
wires folded back on each other form half 
wave resonant sections. The coupling coil 
and tuning condensers in the feeder circuit 
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r 
lil" FT 

L 
r 

:UFT 

L 
Fig. 30-A 

20 and 40 Meter Vertical Antenna with 
Zepp Freeders. Cl-C2 · Are .00025 mfd. 

Condensers. 

are part of the tuned feeder system. If 
the physical length of the two feeders is 
either longer or shorter than an odd multiple 
(1, 3, 5, etc.) of quarter waves, this length 
can be made electrically correct by varying 
the number of turns on the coupling coil or 
the capacity of the feeder tuning condensers. 
Thus when Zepp Feeders are tuned, merely 
their electrical length is varied. The pres­
ence of the coupling coil, or coils, adds elec­
trical length which may be offset by using 
tuning condensers which reduce the elec­
trical length. Sometimes combinations of 
series and parallel tuning are necessary 
when operating a Zepp Antenna on more 
than one band. If the physical length of the 
feeders, plus the inductance of the coupling 
coil is less than a quarter wave, or slightly 
less than three quarters of a wave, it is 
necessary to use parallel tuning for the feed­
ers. If the physical length of the feeders 
is somewhat greater than a quarter wave, 
or three quarters of a wave, the feeders 
must be tuned with series condensers. 

Not all Zepp feeders have coupling coils 
and tuning condensers ; instead, a short­
circuiting bar or copper wire can be shunted 
across the two feeders at the lower end to 
complete the circuit. In this type of con­
struction the feeders arc tuned by sliding the 
bar up or down across the feeders until reso­
nance is established. Coupling to the trans­
mitter is accomplished by a non-resonant 
line connected to the resonant feeders at the 
proper impedance matching points. 

Zepp Feeder Spacing 

• The spacing between the two wires of the 
Zepp feeder should be about 6 inches. Glazed 
ceramic feeder separators which resist mois­
ture absorption should be used to maintain 
proper spacing between the two wires. H 
the spacing is too great, the standing waves 
on the feeders do not properly neutralize 
each other and excessive feeder radiation 
will result. If the spacing is too small. 
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there will be excessive loss at the feeder 
separators along that portion where high 
radio-frequency voltage exists. 

Directional Effects of Zepp Antenna 

• \Vhen the Zepp antenna is operated on 
its fundamental frequency, the main portion 
of the radiation is at right angles to the di­
rection of the wire. For operation at higher 
frequencies (harmonics), the curves of Fig. 
8 indicate the optimum directions for trans­
mitting or receiving. 

SUMMARY 

e The principal advantage of the Zepp 
Feeder system is that, no matter how in­
efficiently it may be built, power will always 
be drawn from the final amplifier. The 
power radiated may be only a small fraction 
of the energy conveyed in transit. Because 
a Zepp feeder system draws the greatest 
amount of power from the final amplifier, 
and gives the greatest meter indication of RF 
current, is no indication that the system is 
working efficiently. Other forms of coupl­
ing devices usually refuse to draw power 
from the final amplifier unless the radiating 
portion of the antenna is functioning prop­
erly. Sometimes it is assumed that the 
non-resonant transmission line is faulty and 
difficult to adjust because the final amplifier 
cannot be made to draw enough plate cur­
rent; however, the fault may be traced to 
the antenna not having the proper length 
for operation on the desired frequency. In 
other words, an effective non-resonant trans­
mission line will ordinarily draw no power 
from the transmitter unless it can deriver 
it to the antenna. 

The most outstanding feature of the Zepp 
coupling system is its simplicity and ease of 
adjustment. It is less efficient than most 
non-resonant transmission lines. Theoretic­
ally, Zepp feeders do not radiate, but, as a 
matter of fact, the perfect Zepp feeder ex­
ists only on paper. 

Another advantage of the Zepp feeder lies 
in the far.t that it can be used for operation 
on several bands. 

Construction 

• Zepp feeders should be cut as closely as 
possible to an odd number of quarter wave­
lengths long for connection to the end of an 
antenna, or an even number of quarter 
wavelengths for connection into the center 
of a half wave antenna. The feeders should 
be supported in the clear, and no sharp 
bends should be tolerated. If the feeders 
are within one foot of such objects as a 
stucco wall or other structure in which there 
is predominance of metal, as much as 50% 
of the power from the transmitter can be 
wasted by absorption. 



Zepp Antenna System 

Center-Feed Zepp 
• This system differs from the more­
common voltage fed type in that it connects 
to a low impedance point on the antenna 
instead of at a high impedance point. For 
this reason it is sometimes known as the 
Ciirrent Fed Zepp, or Doublet, whereas tbe 
more-common type is known as the Voltage 
Fed Antenna. The Center-Fed system pro­
vides a better balance because both wires 
connect into the antenna, whereas the end 
connection leaves one feeder wire untermin­
ated, resulting in some unbalance of current 
in the two feeder wires. The directional 
effect o.f either system is the same for aper, 
ation on the fundamental wavelength. \Vhen 
the center-fed system is operated on the 
second harmonic the flat top portion be­
comes two voltage fed half wave antennas 
in phase. This produces an increased di­
rectional effect at right angles to the direc­
tion of the antenna wire, instead of a four­
leaf clover effect which is otherwise ob­
tained when the end-connection is used. 

Voltage-Fed vs. Current-Fed 
• Voltage-fed: The Zepp feeders are con­
nected to the radiating portion at points of 
high RF voltage. These points exist at the 
ends of each half wave section, due to stand­
ing wave effects. 

C1irrent-f ed: Connection is into the half 
wave section at a point of low impedance 
and high current. Since the voltage and 
current are approximately 180 degrees out 
of phase, the point of maximum current oc­
curs at the point of minimum voltage. See 
Fig. 30. This point exists at the center of 
each half wave section for the particula·r 
frequency used. In this discussion half 
wave sections are referred to the particular 
band in use, such as 130 feet for the 80 
meter band, approximately 66 feet for the 
40 meter band, and 33 feet for the 20 meter 
band. 

Length of Any Hali Wave Antenna 
• Antennas which are fed by any type of 
non-resonant line must be cut to exact 
length, subject to modification due to the 
presence of nearby objects. For all prac­
tical purposes, the antenna can be cut to the 
calculated length and the wire ~hould he of 
a kind that does not stretch. Ii the wave­
length of operation is known, the length can 
he calr.ulated by multiplying the wavelength 
by urn, giving the result in feet. 

L= 1.56XJ. 
where L = length in feet, 

X = wavelength of transmitter. 

If the frequency of operation is known, the 
antenna length in feet can be calculated hv 
dividing the frequency in kilocycles into 
492,000. 

L= 
492,000 

f 

where L length in feet, 
f = transmitter frequency in kilo­

cycles. 

These formulas do not apply for long wire 
antennas. 

The values calculated for a Zepp antenna 
are not critical, and if the flat top portion 
is within 10% of these values the error can 
be compensated for by tuning the feeder 
system. The old popular conception that a 
Zepp antenna must be cut to exact length 
is erroneous. No matter how close an an­
tenna is cut to prescribed length the prox­
imity of nearby objects will often change the 
effective electrical length as much as 5% 
or 10%. Herein lies one of the advantages 
of the Zepp antenna, since the antenna can 
be tuned to exact resonance at the trans­
mitter. 

Type of Feeder 
LENGTH OF FEEDERS Tuning to Use 

Up to One Quarter Wave Parallel Tuning 

Between One and Two Series Tuning Quarter Waves 

Between Two and Three Parallel Tuning Quarter Waves 

Between Three and Four Series Tuning Quarter Waves 

Between Four and Five Parallel Tuning Quarter Waves 

Between Five and Six Series Tuning Quarter Waves 

Zepp Feeder Tuning Chart 

For 5 meters one quarter wave is 4 ft. 
For 10 meters one quarter wave is 8 ft. 
For 20 meters one quarter wave is 16 ft. 
For 40 meters one quarter wave is 33 ft. 
For 80 meters one quarter wave is 66 ft. 
For 160 meters one quarter wave is 132 ft. 

For Half Wave Zepp Flat-Tops 

Zepp Feeder Lengths 

Band 
160 meters 
80 meters 
40 meters 
20 meters 
10 meters 
5 meters 

Length of Flat-Top 
.............. . 250 feet 
. .............. 130 feet 

. . . . . . ..... 66 feet 
............... 33 feet 
............... 16.5 feet 
............... 8 feet 
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Two Wire Matched Impedance 
Antenna 

• This antenna is useful only for one-band 
operation, but it is more efficient than a 
single wire fed antenna. It consists of a 
half wave section with the two feeders con­
nected to each side of center, as shown in 
Fig. 31. This method of feeder connection 
provides the incorrect phase relation for 
harmonic operation. It is often used for 5-
metcr communication and is quite effective 
on 10 and 20 meters. 

C't:NTlt• 
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ANY 

LENGTH 
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Fig. 31 
Two Wire Matched Impedance Antenna 

System. 

The surge impedance of a two wire line 
can be calculated from the formula : 

b 
Z, = 276 log,o -

a 

where Z, is the surge impedance in ohms. 
a is the radius of the wire. 
b is the distance between the two 

,vires. 

Since the impedance of an antenna de­
pends upon the points between which meas­
urement is made. and varies from a low 
value at the center to a very high value at 
the ends of the antenna. the line must be 
tapprd to the antenna at points where the 
impedance is equal to the impedance of the 
line. \Vith the ordinary type of two win; 
line it is necessary to fan-out the feeders 
at the far end to evenly increase or trans­
form the feeder impedance so that it 
matches the antenna. The details of this 
matching impedance between the 600 ohm 
line and a half wave antenna are figured 
as follows: 
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492,000 
L (in feet) = --- X 0.95 

where L is the antenna length. 
f is the frequency in kilocycles. 

The portion of the antenna between the 
two taps, T and Tl where the feeders con­
nect is computed as follows : 

492,000 
T to Tl (in feet) = ---- X 0.24 

f 

The fanned-out "Y" portion is computed 
as follows: 

1-ii,000 
Y (in feet) = ---

f 

The feeder spacing "S'' for a 600 ohm two 
wire line is computed approximately as fol­
lows: 

S = 150 X r 

where S is the center-to-center distance be­
tween the wires, r is the radius of 
the wires. 

These should be expressed in the same 
units, whether in inches or centimeters. The 
spacing of the feeders is rather critical and 
the line must be kept taut. Each side of 
the line must be of the same length and svm­
metrical with respect to ground. The trans­
mission line should be connected at right­
angles to the antenna for a distance at least 
equal to 011e-third of the antenna length. 
Bends in the feed line should be gradual be­
cause sharp bends cause reflection losses and 
undesired feeder radiation. 

Feeder Adjustment 
• The antenna length and taps T and Tl 
should be adjusted for actual operating con­
ditions in order to minimize standing wave 
effects on the transmission line. If the 
feeders arc pf bare copper wires a small RF 
milliammeter can be bridged across approxi­
mately one foot oi wire with a pair of wire 
hooks, as illustrated in Fig. 32. This de-

TWO '«1FtE N0NwRE$0NANT F"EEOER$ 

R F MILLIAMMETER 

Fig. 32 
Method for Locating Standing Waves on 

Two Wire Non-Resonant Feeder. 

vice can be moved along a quarter wave 
section of the RF feeder to check for stand­
ing waves. The current will be constant if 



End Fed Antenna 

no standing waves arc present. A more 
practical device is illustrated in Fig. 9/i. It 
can be carried along the feed line, close 
enough to it so that RF energy coupled into 
the pickup coil will give an indication on 
the meter scale. Sometimes the proximity 
of buildings, trees or antenna towers will 
affect the electrical length of the half wave 
antenna. One side of the antenna must 
sometimes be slightly shorter than the other, 
in order to eliminate standing waves on the 
feed line. The positions of the taps Tl and 
T2 can be moved to obtain this effect after 
the antenna itself is pruned to exact length 
for the frequency of operation. 

The directive properties of this antenna 
are such that best ·results are secured in the 
direction at right angles to the flat top wire. 
For ultra-short-wave operation the antenna 
portion is usually made vertical, and reflec­
tor systems are often employed to increase 
the radiation in the desired direction. 

The End Feed Antenna 

• \Vhen a half wave antenna, or one with 
multiplies of half waves, has one end 
brought directly to the radio transmitter it 
is called an End Fed Antenna. or Fuchs 
Antenna. These antennas can be operated 
on several bands with almost equal efficiency. 
Their main disadvantage lies in the fact that 
the antenna is brought directly into the 
radio room, therefore a material portion of 
the radiation may be lost by the nearness 
of loss-creating ohjects. It is an easy an­
tenna to tune because there are no RF feed­
ers which require adjustment, and the elec­
trical length can he varied at the trans­
mitter in order to obtain exact resonance 
on any hand. 

The antenna should have an OYerall length 
of an even number of quarter waves in 
length. Tiy making it a trifle too long, the 
far end can later he "pruned" until exact 
resonance is obtained. The tuning process 
consists of operating the final amplifier of 
the transmitter at -reduced power, tuning it 
to resonance, and then tapping the antenna 
across part of the final amplifier plate coil. 
The antenna should be of such length that 
no change in the plate tuning condenser is 
nect•ssary in orrler to obtain r<'sonanee in 
the amplifier either with or without the 
antenna connected to the amplifier. 

A series coil and condenser, when con­
nected in the antenna near the end, will tune 
the antenna to resonance for different fre­
quencies. See Fig. 3:3. Slight errors in 
length can be compensated for by adjust­
ing the parallel tuned coupling circuit. If 
the antenna is cut to the correct length this 

Fig. 33 
End Fed Antenna with Series Tuning Cir­

cuit. 

Fig. 34 
End Fed. Voltage Fed Hertz Antenna. 

coupling circuit will be tuned to exactly the 
same frequency as that of the final amplifier 
plate circuit, shown in Fig 34. 

\Vhen an end fed antenna designed for 80 
meter operation is used on 160 meters it 
becomes a 1,Iarconi antenna, as shown in 
Figs. :35 and 36. A good ground connection 
is necessary. The antenna coupling coil 
should have approximately 20 turns of wire, 
wound on a form approximately the same 
diameter as the final amplifier plate coil. 
The coupling should be variable. 

Lt ltJZ" 
E3L• 2>0••' 
Lz L,1 

- - - - -
Fig. 35 

80 Meter End Fed Antenna with Counter­
poise for 160 Meter Operation. 

~60METER 

t.JO~T7 
OPERATION 

,-,,.AL AMP 

L 

Fig. 36 

.I220MMf'.) 

~GROUND" 

80 Meter End Fed Antenna with Loading 
Coil for 160 Meter Operation. 
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The directional effects of this antenna are 
similar to those shown in Fig. 8, except 
when operated on 160 meters. If the an­
tenna stretches out nearly horizontal from 
the transmitter, these directive patterns are 
approximately correct. This antenna is most 
practical for operation where the radio 
transmitter is located on the top floor of a 
building. The losses are apt to be exces­
sive if the antenna runs close to the side of 
a building and into a radio transmitter lo­
cated near the ground. 

The approximate length of the antenna is 
determined from the formula : 

L= 
492,000 

f 

where L is the length in feet of the antenna, 
f is the frequency in kilocycles. 

Long Single Wire Antenna 

• Remarkable results for both transmitting 
and receiving can be secured with a long 
antenna operated on its harmonics. This 
antenna is more directional than a half 
wave antenna. It should be pointed more 
nearly in the direction in which general 
long-distance communication is desired. The 

Ii the end of the antenna is brought into 
the operating room, the system can be tuned 
to exact resonance for any desired harmonic. 
Zepp. feeders are also very suitable for this 
type of antenna. A study of the "V" An­
tenna Design Table will show that an an­
tenna 552 feet long for 7100 KC does not 
resonate at twice that frequency for 20 meter 
operation, rather it is resonant at 14,250 
KC. Zepp. feeder tuning, or end feed tuning 
adjustments, will make possible the resonat­
ing of the antenna at 14,200 KC if opera­
tion from one crystal is wanted for both the 
20 and 40 meter bands. 

Several of these antennas can be strung 
in various directions because great height is 
not absolutely essential. 

Twisted Pair Fed Antenna 

• A very effective one-band antenna for 
transmitting and receiving consists of a half 
wave flat top with a twisted pair feeder. 
The impedance of a twisted pair ranges 
from 80 to 175 ohms, depending upon the 
spacing between the conductors and the di­
ameter of the wire. This impedance is low 
enough so that the feeders can be connected 
directly into the center of the antenna. In 
practice, the last few inches of the feeders 
are fanned-out into a small triangle, as 
shown in Fig. 37. 
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Fig. 37 
One-Band Doublet Antenna for Transmitting and Receiving. 

horizontal directivity diagrams previously 
shown in Fig. 11 indicate the main direc­
tions of greatest radiation. An actual gain 
of from 2 to 4 times is obtained by making 
the wire from 4 to 8 waves in length. Even 
shorter lengths will provide very noticeable 
gain, such as can be obtained by a 275-foot 
wire on 40 meters. This same antenna will 
be even more effective on 20 meters, but 
somewhat more directional in the line of the 
wire. The dimensions for these long wire 
antennas can be obtained from the Table, 
"V" Antenna Design. 
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The feeder can be any length, and it can 
be carried around corners of buildings, 
through walls and along picture mouldings. 
Nearby objects have very little effect on the 
efficiency of the feeders because of their 
close spacing and the large number of trans­
positions or twists along the feed line. 
The losses in the feed line are exceptionally 
low, largely because the small spacing be­
tween the wires causes the line to have a 
very low characteristic impedance. This 
means that for a given amount of power the 
voltage between the two wires is very low, 
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thus insulation and dielectric losses can be 
held to a minimum. Ordinary stranded 
lamp-cord should be avoided because of high 
losses, but single conductor No. 12 to No. 
18 twisted pair is satisfactory. The special 
twisted pair made for RCA double-doublet 
antennas is satisfactory for power inputs of 
several hundred watts. Type EOl twisted 
pair. available from most radio dealers, is 
designed for an 80 ohm impedance and will 
handle powers up to 1 K\V. These com­
mercially made twisted pairs are covered 
with a special grade of rubber which has a 
low dielectric loss and is quite resistant to 
weather. 

Harmonic operation is not recommended 
because the line is no longer non-resonant 
for such operation, and standing waves will 
cause high RF voltage across some portions 
of the line. If much power input is used. 
the line insulation will break down and 
burn. Operation on the second harmonic is 
possible, but the efficiency of the line then 
drops approximately 50%. This antenna is 
excellent for receiving because of reduction 
in noise pickup. Two of these antennas 
placed at right angles to each other will 
provide transmission or reception in all di­
rections. 

Problems of Space Limitations 

• Countless experimenters are faced with 
the problem of erecting an antenna in a 
space too small for a half wave antenna 
of the desired frequency of operation. For 
example, only 90 feet of space may be avail­
able, yet operation on 75 meter phone would 
require an antenna approximately 125 feet 
long. Certain forms of Marconi Antennas 
can be used, since these are a quarter wave 
in length. or approximately 63 feet. A 
counterpoise or a good ground connection 
would be required, and by this means fairly 
satisfactorv results can be obtained. A half 
wave antenna which is horizontal over its 
entire length is often preferable from a 
standpoint of its directivity and efficiency. 
Such a half wave antenna can be built into 
a 90 foot space by using an e11d loadin_q coil 
to make it an electrical half wave in length. 
as illustrated in Fig. :=!8. The loading coil 
can be wound with approximately one-fourth 
to one-half as much wire as would normally 
be used for the antenna, in this case, 125 
feet long; approximately 10 to 15 feet of 
wire would therefore be wound on the load­
ing coil. The winding form can be from 
2 to 3 inches in diameter and the coil 
should be space wound with the same size 
and kind of wire as the antenna. The load­
ing coil should be covered with a weather­
proof housing and the antenna strain should 
be taken up with strain insulators, rather 
than depending upon the coil form to act as 

Chart Showing Theoretical Length of 
Hali Wave Antennas, Such as 
Single Wire Fed, Collins, Johnson 
"Q," Matched Impedance, Twisted 
Pair and Zepp. 

BAND 

I 
Frequency Antenna 

Length 

1¼ Meter 
224 me 25' 
232 me 24' 
240 me 23.5' 

112 me 4' 2" 
2½ Meter U6me 4' 

120 me 3' 10' 

56me 8' 4' 
5 Meter 58 me 8' 1" 

60me 7' 10• 

10 Meter 
28me 16' 8' 
29 me 16' 1' 
30 me 15' 6½' 

14.05 me 33' 4• 

20 Meter 14.15 me 33' 1· 
14.25 me 32' 10· 
14.35 me 32' 8' 

7.02 me 66' 7• 

40 Meter 7.10 me 65' 9• 
7.20 me 64' 11· 
7.28 me 64' 

3550 KC 131' 6' 
3600 KC 129' 10• 

80 Meter 3700 KC 126' 4• 
3800 KC 123' 
3950 KC 118'4' 

1750 KC 267' 

160 Meter 1850 KC 252' 
2000 KC 233' 

a strain support for the antenna. The newer 
forms of low-loss tank coils wound on cellu­
loid strips should be suitable in locations 

Sl"IGLI!: WIAE: f'(.[l)f;A 

ENO LOADING FOR HALFWAI/E: ANTENN°' 

Fig. 38 

where snow and ice are not encountered, 
thus they need not be protected from the 
weather. 

A single wire feeder or Zepp. feeder can 
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be used for this type of antenna, and in the 
case of a single wire feeder the distance L 
in Fig. 38 should be one-third the length 
which a regulation half wave antenna would 
ordinarily have without the use of a loading 
coil. Thus the 90 foot wire previously re­
ferred to would have the single wire feeder 
attached to it at a point approximately 42 
feet from the unloaded end, just as if it 
were a 125 foot length of wire. If this 
antenna is to be operated only on one 
band, the feeder tap can be moved along 
the flat-top until standing waves disappear 
from the feeder, as checked with the simple 
feeder tuning device described elsewhere in 
Fig 95. 

The approximate adjustment of the load­
ing coil can be made with the antenna 
suspended only a few feet above the 
ground, or roof, and coupled loosely to a 
regenerative re(.-eiver. The natural period 
of the antenna can be found for each adjust­
ment of turns on the loading coil by noting 
the point at which the regenerative receiver 
tends to pull out of oscillation, if the re­
ceiver dial is calibrated aJ>proximatcly in 
wavelength or frequency. The receiving 
antenna for these tests can he a short wire 
a few inches from the antenna under test, 
with just enough coupling between the two 
antennas to tend to stop oscillation in the 
receiver at resonance. Another method of 
tuning the antenna system is to use an an­
tenna field strength meter connected to a 
small antenna, parallel to the antenna under 
test. 1n this case the transmitter should be 
coupled to the main antenna and constant 
power input maintained to the final ampli­
fier. The field strength meter reading will 
be a maximum when the antenna is cor­
rectly loaded to the frequency of operation. 

Another example of end loading would 
be for a half wave antenna for the 40 meter 
band, built into a space of only 50 or 60 
feet. Normally, such an antenna with its 
insulators and supports would require a 
space of at least 70 feet. The loading coil 
will permit successful operation of a 4!'i or 
;;o foot flat-top without great sacrifice in 
efficiency. 

160 Meter Coupling Systems 

• A simplified PI coupling system is shown 
in Fig. 39. 

The 150 mmfd. and the ;iOO mmfd. vari­
able condensers are effectively in series, 
through the common chassis ground con­
nection. The advantages of this arrange­
ment arc: (1) there is no DC on the tuning 
condensers and the condensers will not 
flash-over on modulation peaks; ( 2) there 
is freedom from filter and rectifier trouble; 
( 3) closer spaced tuning condensers can be 
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Fig. 39 
A Simplified Antenna Coupling Sqstem. 
The 500 mmf. condenser is an ordinary 
receiving type variable condenser; the 150 
mmf. condenser is of the high-voltage type. 

used; ( 4) ample leeway for the tuning cir­
cuit because large variable condensers are 
used. The plate coil Lt consists of 60 turns 
of No. 20DCC wire, close wound, on a 
2-inch diameter form, tapped at the 40th, 
50th and 60th turn. 

--~J COUN;;;,;-~ 
'7i" TUNING 

MARCO~~tt._~:1.:~ ¾•T!UIIU 

Fig. 40 Fig. 41 

Lz - PL.ATC. COIL. Of' flNAL STAC:E .. 
160 METER ANTENNA TUNING SYSTEM 

Fig. 42 
The circuit shows the use of a tuning lamp 
in series with the antenna and a shorting 
switch for bridging the lamp after the an­
tenna is tuned. A better method is to 
merely wrap a turn or two of wire around 
the lead-in wire and connect the ends of 
the loop to the lamp. The lamp can then 

be left permanently in the circuit. 

Fig. 40 shows the common invertcd-L 
Marconi antenna using parallel tuning of 
the pick-up coil. Fig. 41 shows the same 
antenna in a T-form, instead of an inverted­
L. Practically all 160-mctcr antennas art: 
of the quarter wave type and are similar 
to those used in the broadcast hand for 
either transmission or reception. 



Marconi Antennas 

FIG. 43-How to Use a 40 Meter Zepp Fed Hertz on 160 Meters 
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The illustration shows a 40 meter 
Zepp fed Hertz antenna for operation 
in the 160 meter band. A counter-
poise, about 10 feet above earth. 
completes the circuit to ground and 
makes a Marconi. or quarter wave 
grounded antenna out of the combi­
nation. The Zepp feeders are con­
nected together and attached to the 

ANT co,. turning condenser. and t~ one end of 
•• ••••• the antenna coupling coil, as shown. 
2 

"'• •
1
•" The other end of the coupling coil 

connects to the counterpoise. If the 
feeders are not of the same length 
as those shown in the diagram. the 
number of turns on the coupling coil 
must be changed in order to estab­
lish resonance. The coupling coil 
should be loosely coupled to the 

tank circuit of the transmitter. For 40 meter operation. the Zepp feeders are adjusted 
in the usual manner with the coil and condensers. and the counterpoise is not used. 

Marconi Antennas 

• ~Iarconi antennas arc widely used on the 
160 meter hand and for longer wave com­
mercial communication. For 160 meter 
operation the antenna can ,be from 90 to 
150 feet long, with series tuning coils and 
condensers, with the base of the antenna to 
a good connected ground or counterpoise. 
Figs. :rn to 46 shows various methods for 
160 meter operation. The choice depends 
largely upon the individual location. It is 
always important to keep the lead-in and 
coupling coil remote from all house wiring 
and metal objects in order to minimize 
losses. Grounds can be replaced with a 
counterpoise of one or more wires; usually 
a network of wires in the counterpoise is 
more effective because of greater capacity to 
ground. A Marconi antenna for mo meters 
can be adjusted by using series tuning to 
ground or counterpoise. This requires a 
tapped antenna loading coil and a series 
variable condenser of from .00025 to 
.000,,mfd. Resonance is obtained by switch­
ing taps and by varving the condenser until 
the antenna loads the plate current of the 
final stage to its normal value. If this 
value is more or less than the rating oi the 
tuhc, the coupling between the loading coil 
and the final tank coil should be increased 
or decreased. 

The radiation resistance of a quarter wave 
Marconi antenna at the point of grournl 
connection is less than 3i'i ohms. The 
ground connection should have low resis­
tance in order to convert the power into 
useful radiation, rather than into resistance 
heat losses. A Marconi antenna less than 

L 

CCUNT£APOIS£ 100-130 !! 

Fig. 44 

40-Meter Single Wire Fed Hertz for 160 
Meter Operation. If "L" has sufficient 
turns. Cl is not required. "L" is coupled to 

the plate tank circuit. 

'---,Ir:= F=----co-u-•T-.--,o-,.-. ---<@tJ)9-

C2: -~~~ 50-t30 U 

Fig. 45 
Another System for Loading an Antenna 

for 160 Meter Operation. 

a quarter wave long has even lower values 
of radiation resistance; values of from 5 
to 30 ohms have been encountered with an-
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Fig. 46 
Loading System for Short Marconi Antenna 

for Boats, Aeroplanes, Etc. 

tennas from 1/16th to 1/5th of a wave 
in length. 

These low values of impedance make it 
impossible to use the Collins Pi Antemio 
Network. Such antennas must be loaded 
to a quarter wave, electrically, by means of 
loading coils, and in some cases the load­
ing coil must be shunted with a variable 
condenser in order to obtain resonance. 
These very short Marconi antennas ( such 
as installed on small sea-going craft, see 
Fig. 46), require a very low resistance 
connection to the ground or counterpoise 
in order to avoid excessive power losses. 

Directive Antennas 
• All antennas have directional properties 
and these can be increased by properly com­
bining the antenna elements. The various 
forms of half wave antennas already de­
scribed have maximum radiation out at 
right angles to the direction of the wire, 
but the directional effect is not very great. 
If this radiation can be confined to a narrow 
beam, the signal intensity can be increased a 
great many times in the desired direction of 
transmission. This is equivalent to increas­
ing the power output of the transmitter. It 
is more economical to use a directive an­
tenna than to increase transmitter power if 
general coverage is not desired. 

Directive antennas can be designed to give 
as high as 23 DB gain over that of a 
single half wave antenna. However, this 
high gain (nearly 200 times as much 
power) is confined to such a narrow beam 
that it can be used onlv for commercial 
applications in point-to-point communication. 
The increase in radiated power in the de­
sired direction is obtained with a corre­
sponding loss in all other directions. Gains 
of 3 to 10 DB seem to be of more practical 
value for amateur communication because 
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the angle covered by the beam is wide 
enough to sweep a fairly large area. 3 to 
10 DB means the equivalent of increasing 
power from 2 to 10 times. For example, 
an amateur living in the center of the 
United States would want his beam to be 
wide enough to cover all of Europe in one 
direction, and New Zealand in the opposite 
direction. His beam should be centered 
about 45° north-of-east, and about 35° wide. 
Similarly, a 20° beam width, 50° south-of­
east, would cover South America and the 
Orient. Another 35 ° beam pointing east 
and west would cover Australia and South 
Africa. In San Francisco, two beam an• 
tennas could be made to cover all DX sec­
tions fairly well; a 30° beam, 35° south-of• 
east for South America and the Orient, and 
another 35° to 40° beam, 45° north-of-east 
for Europe, :J'ew Zealand and Australia. 

In this discussion all antenna arrays are 
assumed to have two main lobes of radia­
tion in opposite directions (no reflector sys­
tem). Angles in which the antennas could 
be pointed can be figured as the Great Circle 
shortest distance direction with the aid of a 
globe of the world. Day and night direc­
tions in some cases are different, due to the 
skip distance effects of some of the high­
frequency bands, because the signals may go 
around the world in one direction in the 
morning, and in the other direction at night, 
to points near the opposite sides of the 
world. 

Four to six half wave antennas or their 
equivalent arc apparently about all that can 
be used without securing too much directiv­
ity, unless the operator is aiming at one 
locality of relatively small area. With ultra­
short wavelengths below 10 meters, the 
problem of rotating the beam antenna is 
simplified and more directional effects with 
greater power are desirable. Reflector sys­
tems can be set up for increasing the beam 
in one direction and preventing radiation 
in the opposite direction. 

Tables of wire lengths for several arrays 
and directional types of antennas are given. 
Local conditions of surroundings will 
modify these values, but for most purposes 
the wires can be cut to the values listed, 
and satisfactory results obtained. 

The most simple method of feeding many 
types of directional antennas (if near the 
transmitter) is by means of Zepp feeders 
which are generally some old multiple of 
quarter waves in length. In all cases where 
the system is much more than a wave­
length from the transmitter to the feed 
point, a non-resonant two-wire feeder and 
quarter wave matching stub should be em­
ployed. The problem is greatly simplified 
in most cases by the use of Zepp feeders, 
since the feeders can be tuned at the trans­
mitter just as with any Zepp half wave 
antenna. In some instances the feeders 
should be electrically an even multiple of 
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quarter waves in length. A simple field 
strength meter coupled to the antenna sys­
tem will readily indicate correct feeder 
tuning. 

All directional resonant antenna systems, 
other than a single long wire system, oper­
ate on the one frequency for which they 
arc designed. The "V" beam can be oper­
ated on two bands with fair satisfaction, 
although the correct angle Ii between the 
arms of the ''V" can only be made for one 
frequency. A type is generally chosen from 
a consideration of available space. The "V" 
beams are Jess critical in mechanical design; 
if space is available for pointing the open or 
closed end of the "V" in the desired direc­
tion, this type is exce11ent. 

Horizontal and Vertical Directivity 

• The horizontal directivity of any antenna 
system is that shape of the radiated beam 
or beams shown looking down at the earth 
from a point above the antenna system. For 
example, a beam having a width of 30° hor­
izontally would spread out enough to cover 
a whole continent, such as Europe, from 
points in the United States. Vertical Di­
rectivity is the expression for defining the 
angle above the horizon at which the major 
portion of the radiation goes out from the 
antenna. Directional antenna systems are 
generally made to have a very low angle of 
radiation, so that the vertical directivity is 
outward toward the horizon, rather than 
upward. 

Polarization 

• Radio waves are Polarized in that they 
will induce a greater signal in the receiving 
antenna when the plane of that antenna is 
parallel to the plane of polarization. For 
example, a vertical transmitting antenna will 
produce a vertically-polarized wave which 
can best be received by a vertical receiving 
antenna over relatively short distances, such 
as in the ultra - high-frequency region. 
\Vave-lengths between 10 and 100 meters 
can be transmitted with either vertical or 
horizontal antennas, resulting in the wave 
starting out with a vertical or horizontal 
polarization, and by the time it reaches the 
distant receiving antenna it is apt to be 
mainly horizontally polarized. Reflection 
and refraction effects in the Heaviside Layer 
tend to twist the wave polarization so that 
in most cases a horizontal receiving antenna 
will give best results. 

For ultra-short wavelengths, vertically 
polarized waves are not reflected upward 
by the surface of the earth as easily as those 
of horizontally polarized nature and only 
the ground wave is useful on wave­
lengths below 10 meters. Vertical trans-

mitting and receiving antennas have thus 
proven most satisfactory at these fre­
quencies. 

Wavelengths above 100 meters are not as 
easily twisted as those below 100 meters. 
With ultra-short wavelengths the plane of 
polarization may be twisted by such objects 
as hills Qr buildings, so that occasionally a 
horizontal antenna will very efficiently re­
ceive signals transmitted by a vertical an­
tenna. 

Directive Factors 

• Directional antenna systems operate on 
the principle that the radiation fields add or 
subtract in space. When several radiating 
elements, such as half wave antenna, are in 
close proximity to one another, the radiated 
fields may aid or oppose each other in dif­
ferent directions. In those directions in 
which opposition or cancellation occur, the 
signal is attenuated; similarly in those di­
rections in which the fields aid each other, 
or add, the signal is increased. All directive 
antennas depend upon this phenomena. The 
fields are said to be in phase when they are 
additive, and out of phase when they cancel 
each other. Antenna directivity results from 
phasing the radiation from adjacent antenna 
elements so as to neutralize the radiation in 
the undesired directions, and to reinforce the 
radiation in the desired direction. Directiv­
ity can be obtained in either horizontal or 
vertical planes. In transmission, directive 
antennas concentrate energy much like re­
flectors a n<l I enses concentrate light rays. 
For receiving. the signal is proportional to 
the amount of antenna wire exposed to the 
radio waves when the half wave sections are 
properly phased. 

Reflectors 

• A_ simple reflector consists of a wire ap­
proximately a half wave long, either excited 
directly by the transmitter so as to be out 
of phase with the antenna, or it can be of 
the parasitic type, A Parasitic Reflector one 
quarter wave away from the antenna must 
be slightly longer than the antenna in order 
to have an inductive reactance. The radi­
ated field from the antenna is re-radiated 
by the reflector wire so that the radiation 
in line with the two is reinforced back to­
ward the antenna and cancelled in the op­
posite direction. If the reflector wire is 
spaced a half wavelength distant from the 
antenna the radiated field will be increased 
in two directions, or tend to cancel in a 
direction at right angles. The increase is in 
a plane at right angles to the plane of the 
antenna and reflector, as shown in Fig. 47. 

Two reflector wires spaced a half wave 
each side of an antenna, and an additional 
reflector spaced a quarter wave behind the 
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ANTENNA 

Fig. 47 

antenna, will combine to increase the field 
intensity in a forward direction, and tend to 
cancel the field in all other directions. 

Reflector curtains, a combination of sev­
eral reflector wires in proper phase relation, 
are normally used in commercial ap1llica­
tions in order to confine a beam to one di­
rection. \Vithout such a reflector curtain, 
which is usually similar to the antenna ar­
ray, the beam would be transmitted with 
less intensity in both a forward and back­
ward direction. The reflector in such cases 
doubles the field in the forward direction. 

Parasitic reflectors have no direct con­
nection to the antenna or feeders. Their 
length can be calculated from the formulas : 

L = 1.60 X >-. 

where L is the reflector length in feet. 
>,. is the transmitter wavelength in 

meters. 

4!!2,000 X o.n 
L 

f 

where f is the transmitter frequency in kilo­
cycles. 

These formulas can be used for determin­
ing the length of single half wave reflector 
wires, such as those used in a parabolic re­
flector or in a Yagi antenna. 

Directors 

• If a wire is placed in front of an an­
tenna and if it has a capacitive reactance, it 
will aid the radiation in a forward direction. 
More than one wire may be placed in tine of 
the desired direction, such as shown in the 
Yagi antenna in Fig. 48 in order to greatly 
increase the directivitv and field intensity 
in that direction. These are called director 
wires and thev are shorter than those used 
for reflectors. - A capacitive reactance is ob­
tained by making the wire less than an 
electrical half wave in length. A straight 
wire loses both inductance and distributed 
capacitance as it is decreased in length. At 
a given frequency the inductive reactance 
will predominate if the wire (less its end ef­
fects) is over a half wave in length. Simi­
larly, if it is less than a half wave in 
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length the capacitive reactance will be 
greater than the inductance rcactancc. The 
antenna should always be resonant, in which 
case the inductive reactance is equal to the 
capacitive rcactance and the two will then 
cancel each other. 

: b . . 

RECEI\I E 

TRANSMJT 

TOP VIEW OF' VERTICAL ANTENNA • REFLECTOR 
AND DIRECTOR SYSTEM. 

•-AEl'LCCTOR .,u:.,, o-ouu:c::T(Ut WlfU! s; ,., - ANTENNA WIIIIE. 

Fig. 48 
Yagi Antenna. 

Director wires should he spaced at inter­
vals of ¾tbs wavelength in the desired di­
rection from the transmitting antenna. 
These lengths can be calculated as follows : 

L = 1.425 X >-. 

where L is the director length in feet. 
>,. is the transmitter wavelength m 

meters 

492,000 X 0.87 
L 

f 

where f is the transmitter frequency in kilo­
cycles. 

Directional Antenna Types 
The Yagi Antenna 

• The Yagi Antenna is useful on the ultra­
short and micro-wave bands. It consists of 
several reflector and director wires grouped 
around a half wave antenna, such as that 
shown in Fig. 48, which is a top view of a 
vertical array. The rear reflector wire R 
is placed a quarter wave behind the antenna 
wire A, two other reflector wires arc placed 
a half wave from the antenna, on each side. 
The director wires D are spaced a dis­
tance of ¾ths of a wave apart. The dis­
tances A, B,·and Care a quarter, half and 
¾ths of a wave respectively in Fig. 48. In 
the accompanying table (page :l4), dimen­
sions arc 1 istcd for the design of this tvpe 
of directive antenna for wavelengths of fr'om 
l¼ meters to 20 meters (224 to 14.4 me.). 

The reflector and director wires are all 
parasitically excited. The antenna can be 
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90° 

20' 

HORIZONTAL DIRECTIVITY OF' A SIMPLE YAGr ANTENNA 

Fig. 49 

fed with any type of RF feeder, such as a 
two-wire matched impedance feed, Zepp 
feeders or by a quarter wave matching stub 
and non-resonant line. 
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Fig. 50 

The Franklin Antenna 

• A directive antenna array which is quite 
practical for amateur application is shown 
in Fig. 50. It consists of two or more half 
wave sections in phase, so that the radiation 
field is broadside to the antenna. More than 
four sections will provide too sharp a beam 
for most amateur purposes. The half wave 
sections may be phased with quarter wave 
sections. as shown in Fig. i,l. or by means 
of phasing coils. as shown in Fig. 52. In 
either case the phasing coil, or quarter wave 
section, is equivalent to a half wave an­
tenna which does not radiate, but only serves 
the purpose of phasing the antenna current 
in the same direction in adjacent sections of 
the radiating antenna. The two end sec­
tions L, should be cut for end effects, thus 
making these sections slightly shorter 
physically than the intermediate section L,. 

The dimensions listed in the Table for An­
tenna Arrays are theoretical values which 
may have to be slightly modified in actual 
practice, due to the proximity of surround­
ing objects. Ordinarily, this antenna can 
be tuned to resonance by varying the lengths 
of the quarter wave stubs L •. 

L, 

NONRESONANT 
rt:COEl"IS 

TRANSMIT 0~ 
RECEIVE 

BROADSIDE. 

BROADSIDE DIRECTOR ANTENNA 

Fig. 51 

)Jon-resonant feeders in the form of a 
600 ohm line should preferably be tapped 
across the middle quarter wave section in 
order to secure a balanced antenna system. 
If one of these quarter wave sections is near 
the transmitter, it can be· used as a Zepp. 
feeder of either one-quarter or three-quar­
ters of a wave in length. It can be tuned 
with series condensers and coils, as discussed 
under Zepp. Antennas . 

L:. COYPAC::T WAVI! CCIIL-5 

l!QUJ'I .... Ll!lo4T 'TO ..f'~ 

TYPE OF F'RANJ<LIN ANTENNA 

Fig. 52 

A 20 meter directional antenna of this 
type is easily constructed because the re­
quired space is only about 13,i feet, and the 
height above ground about •10 feet. A 
single 6-inch strain insulator can be used to 
support the L, and L, sections. The L: 
sections can hang toward the ground, held 
in position with a small weight. The Lo 
quarter wave sections can he spaced with 
6-inch ceramic Zepp. feeder separators. 
Standing waves along the non-resonant feed 
line can be located bv means of the milliam­
metcr, carborundum detector, and coil ar­
rangement described in Fig. %. The stand­
ing waves are indicated by variations of the 
milliammetcr reading as the feeder test set 
is moved along the feed line at a constant 
distance from the line. The standing waves 
can be eliminated or minimized by changing 
the position of the feeder taps on the quar­
ter wave section. also hy a variation of the 
quarter wave section lengths. In some cases 
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the values of L, and L, may have to be 
shortened slightly, and the various sections 
may ~ometimes differ from the lengths 
shown in the Table because of the proximity 
of some object near one of the sections. In 
most cases the values shown in the Table 
can be used without variation, unless the 
utmost in efficiency is desired. The values 
of Lt, L, L, and L. are correct for nearly 
all forms of antenna arrays. This Table 
greatly simplifies directional antenna array 
design for amateur operation. 

Antenna Array Dimensions 

For Franklin. Bruce, Chireix-Mesny, 
Barrage and Stacked Dipole Arrays. 

f"'IHDq 
ii BAND Megacydos L1 Ls 

35' 
34'7' 
34'2' 
33'9" 

40 
Meter 

20 
Meter 

10 
Meter 

5 
Meter 

7.02 
7.10 
7.20 
7.28 

14.05 
15.15 
14.25 
14.35 

28.0 
29.0 
30.0 

68'2' 70' 
67'6' 69'2' 
66'7' 68'4' 
65'10' 67'6' 

34'1 • 35' 
33'10' 34•3• 
33'7' 34'6' 
33'5" 34'3" 

17'1' 
16'6' 
16' 

17'7' 
17' 
16'5' 

17'6' 
17'4' 
17'3' 
17'1' 

8'9" 
8'6' 
8'2' 

1----i---1----1-----
56 
58 
60 

8'7' 
8'3' 
8' 

8'9' 
8'6' 
8'2' 

4'5" 
41311 
4'1" 

2.s m 
Meter 120 

4'3' 4'5' 26' 
4'1½' 4•3• 25' 

1.25 
Meter 

4' 4'1' 24½' 

224- 25½'- 26½' 1'~1 

232 2s· 25½'_12½') 
240 24' 24½'-12' 

I I 

The Bruce Antenna 

17'1' 
16'11' 
16'8' 
16'5' 

4'3' 
4'1½' 
4' 

2'2"' 
2.'l" 
2' 

13' 
12½' 
12' 

6),-z' 
6¼' 
6' 

• One of the simplest antenna arrays is 
shown in Fig. 53. It is not critical as to 
the length of its elements, and it can be used 
over a wider frequency range than most 
other antenna arrays. The antenna is made 
up of ½ and ¼ wave sections, resulting in 
good horizontal directivity if the overall 
length is. at least five wayelengths long; 
however, it possesses very little vertical di­
rectivity ?ecausc of its lack of height. The 
currents m each ha! f of a horizontal section 
are out of phase and thus these sections 
tend to cancel their radiation field. The 
vertical sections are in phase resulting in 
broadside radiation or reception because 
this _a~tenna is n<!rmally used for 'receiving. 
A s1m1lar bent wire, placed a quarter wave 
behind the antenna, will act as a reflector 
and make the system unidirectional. 
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BRUCE BROAOSIDE 01Ft£CTIV£ ANT EN NA 

Fig. 53 

This antenna is occasionally used for 5-
meter transmission and reception, due to its 
small size. The dimensions for different 
amateur bands are listed in the Table show­
ing Antenna Array Dimensions. 

Reflector and Director Dimensions 

Freq. A R D _a )_b C -------- --
224 25' 26' 23' 13' 26½' 20' 
232 24' 25" 22' gr 25½' 19' 
240 23½" 24' 21• 24}· 18½ .. 

------ --
112 4'2" 4'3" 45½' 26" 4'5" 39' 
116 4' ::11" 44• 25" 4'3" 38" 
120 3'10' 43• 241' 4'1" 37• 
--------------

56 8'4' 8 1 7• 7'½' 4'5" 8'9" 6'7" 
58 8'1" 8 13• 7'4½' 4'3"' 8'6" 6 14· 
60 7'10' 8' 7'1 ~· 4'1' 8'2' 6'2' 

28 16'8' 17'2" 15'3' 8'9" 17'7' 13'2" 
29 16'1' 16'6' 14'9' 8'6" 17' 12'8' 
30 15'6½' 16' 14'3' 8'2" 16'5' 12'4' 

--
14.05 33'4" 34'1' 30'5' 17'6' 35' 26'3' 
14.15 33'1" 33'11' 30'2' 17'4"' 34'8' 26'1' 
14.25 32'10' 33'8' 30' 17'3' 34'6' 25'11' 
14.35 32'8' 33'5' 29'10' 17'1" 34'3' 25'8" 

Stacked Dipole Antennas 

• A dipole is simply another name for a 
half wave antenna. Several dipoles can be 
arranged in stacks to form a highly directive 
antenna system. \,Vhen an entire "curtain" 
of these dipoles is used, together with a 
similar reflector curtain spaced one-quarter 
wave behind it, the beam becomes very 
sharp and of great intensity. Actual power 
gains of 100 to 20(! are secured in commer­
cial practice. Both horizontal and vertical 
directivity can be very great because several 
elements, such as shown in Fig. 54, (four 
radiating dipoles), can be built into a cur­
tain with one row on top of the other. For 
amateur purposes th~ single unit will pro­
vide sufficient directivity in most cases. 

The radiating sections L, may be either 
horizontal or vertical, depending on whether 
horizontal or vertical polarization is desired. 
The currents in the L. and L sections pro­
duce fields which neutralize each other, with 
the result that radiation occurs only from 



Directive Arrays 

the L1 sections which are a half wave in 
length, electrically. The actual physical 
length is approximately 0.975 of a half 
wavelength. The L, sections are made a 
half wave in length in order to provide the 
proper phase in the Li sections. In Fig. 55 
the radiation is broadside to the antenna, as 
shown, and end-wise if the two sections L 
do not cross. 

L, L, L, 

\,& 

L, 

TRANSMIT OR 
FIECEIVE 

6POADSIDE 

NONIIUOHAHT Ft:EDIEtl WITH nv• Oft eoo Ol'IM LIN[ 
t:V[N 1'4UM8tR Qf ¾ ,o. ~ ... ,n,cu-.•• ,,,111,u.v :StlOWN 

... Ot.lft[SO,O,l•N'I 
Ft::EOl:11$ 

L, 

Lo 

L, 

Fig. 54 

L, 

L, 

Fig. 55 

L, 

L2 

I 
Lz 

L, 

ZtPP F"tlEOEII.$ 

Fig. 56 

TRANSMIT OR 
PECEIVE 

BROADSIDE 

In the four forms of this antenna shown 
in Figs. 54 to 57, quarter or half wave 
matching stubs provide a means of con­
nection to a two-wire non-resonant feeder. 
In some cases a 600 ohm line can be con­
nected directly into the array when the im­
pedance at the chosen point is 600 ohms. 
Zepp. feeders are satisfactory if they are 
not over 5 quarter wavelengths long. These 
arrays are fairly popular for the ultra-short 

L, L, L. 

lz l, 
TRANSMIT OR 

PECtlVE 

L> 
BFIOADS-IOE 

L, 
NONJt[SONANT 

f'l[l[D1!R~ 

L, L, L, 

Fig. 57 

wavelengths for amateur operation, although 
commercial application is widespread for 
wavelengths above 10 meters. These sys­
tems must be adjusted for the exact fre­
quency of transmission, and quite rigidly 
supported. 

The arrays shown in Figs. 55 and 56 are 
similar in performance, even though the L 
sections do not cross or reverse in one case. 
The phase of the current in the Li sections 
is maintained by connection of a resonant 
feeder or quarter wave matching stub at the 
ends of L, in one case, and at the center in 
the other case. 

Figure 58 shows the construction of a 
framework for an ultra high frequency di­
rectional antenna with parasitic reflectors 
spaced a quarter wave behind the "H" -sec­
tion antenna. If desired, the reflector wires 
D can be cross-connected at their adjacent 
ends. The antenna sections A are listed in 
the Table for Antenna Array Dimensions as 
L. The reflector wires D are listed in the 
Table for Reflecto1· and Director Dimensions 
as D, which in this case is equivalent to Li. 
The Zepp. feeders should be an even num­
ber of quarter wavelengths, the same as in 
a center-fed Zepp. antenna. 

In practical applications of curtains, the 
reflector wires should be tuned for maxi­
mum current. Usually the lengths will be 
between 2% and 5% greater than a half 
wave in length. The antenna elements are 
sometimes as much as 10% shorter than a 
half wave in length. The reflector curtain 
has a reactive effect upon the antenna and 
thus it is generally tuned-up first, then the 
antenna wires are cut to length experi­
mentally in order to provide exact resonance 
under operating conditions. In these cur­
tains, which consist of horizontal rows of 
half wave elements and often two or three 
tiers one above the other, RF power is fed 
in the proper phase relation to several 
points. 

A rcfleL1:or placed a quarter wave behind 
an antenna. and properly tuned, will provide 
a gain of 3 DB, which is a power gain of 
two. Two half wave antennas spaced a half 
wave apart and properly excited, will also 
provide a 3 DB gain over that obtained 
from a simple half wave antenna. Three 
and four half wave sections in a line a half 
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W000 .$TRIPS 

Fig. 58 

wave apart will provide gains of 5 DB and 
6½ DB, respectively, over that of a single 
half wave a1~terma. The simple "H" type 
of stacked dipole, Fig. 55, which consists 
of four half wave sections, will give a gain 
of approximatelv 6½ DB. The antenna 
shown in Fig. 5i which has six half wave 
radiating sections will give a gain of ap­
proximately 8½ DB. The one shown in 
Fig. :i4 which has eight sections will give 
a gain of 10 DB. Adding a reflector sec­
tion similar to the antenna array. and spaced 
one-quarter wave behind it. will provide 3 
DB additional gain to any of these arrays. 

The Barrage Antenna 

• Another oi the many types of directive 
arrays is shown in Fig. :i!l, a broadside radi­
ator of vertically polarized waves. 

The horizonta1ly polarized waves which 
would be radiated by the top and bottom 
horizontal wires arc negligible because of 
the opposition of current flow in the two 
halves of each of these members. This is 
obtained by making the vertical sections at 
the top and bottom of L, a quarter wave 
long. The middle sections L, are half wave 
in lc>ngth. The dimensions for this antenna 
are listed in the Table of A11te1111a •. -fr,.av 
f)iml'l1sio11s for amateur hands. · 

RCA Broadside Antenna 

• In this array, Fig. 60, alt parts of the 
parallel transmission line connecting the L 

36 

TRANSMIT & RECEIVE 

l2 BROADSIDE 

L, 

BARRAGE ANTENNA ARRAY ELEMENT 

Fig. 59 

RC A. BROADSIDE ANTENNA 

Fig. 60 

sections are kept in phase by means of shunt 
inductances. 

The waves are vertically polarized and 
the beam is broadside to the antenna. A re­
flector system spaced a quarter wave behind 
the antenna can be used to make it unidirec­
tional. 

.,. 

CHIREIX-MESNY ARRAY ELEMENT 

Fig. 61 

Chireix-Mesny Antenna 

• Numerous elements of the type shown in 
Fig. 61 are connected to form an antenna 
and reflector curtain for operation in many 
French commercial stations. In this case. 
the feeder system is different from that 
shown. 



"V,, Antennas 

For amateur application a Zepp. type 
feeder is recommended. The dimensions for 
L1 and L, arc approximately a half wave in 
length, and for the amateur bands the 
lengths can be found in the Table of A11-
tc11na Array Dimensions. 

"V" Antennas 

• The horizontal "V" antenna shown in 
Fig. 62 is suitable for amateur as well as 
commercial work. The long wires L can 
be made several waves in length in order 
to obtain good directivity. 

By choosing the proper angle a. the lobes 
of radiation from the two long wire antennas 
aid each other to form a bi-directional beam. 
The back end radiation can be re-directed 
forward by a reflecting antenna similar to 
the radiating antenna, located an odd num­
ber of quarter wavelengths behind, and 
faced so that the two antennas are supplied 
with current 90° out of phase. Each wire 
L by itself would have a radiation pattern 
similar to that shown for antennas operated 
at harmonics; refer back to Fig. 11. De­
sign <lata for the 10, 20 and 40 meter bands 
is· listed in the Table, together with the 
proper angle a. 

This type of antenna can be made into a 
Vertical "V" as shown in Fig. 63, which is 
particularly adaptable for receivillg, because 
only one antenna mast is required. 

The angle a for different lengths of L is 
sho,vn in the chart for Diamond Antennas. 
:\ good ground connection is necessary. 

Horizontal V antennas arc easily con­
structed and have proven very effective. For 

amateur operation L can be two or four 
wavelengths long. Commercial antennas arc 
usually made eight waves in length in order 
to secure a sharper beam with a corre­
spondingly greater power gain. 

Diamond Antennas 

• A very effective directional antenna hav­
ing a low angle of radiation of horizontally 
polarized waves is shown in Fig. 64A. This 
non-resonant Diamond antenna consists of 

f'AOM TRANSMITTER 6 

~( 

~ 
Fig. 62 

VE.RTI CAL "V" ANTENNA 

Fig. 63 

"V" Antenna Design Table 

"Full Wave" 
Frequency in "Half X 

Kilocycles Wave" L =- L= X L = 2 X L = 4X L = 8 X 
Dipole 2 0 = 104° 0 = 75° a= 52° 0 = 39° 

0 = 180° 

28000 16' 8" 17' l" 34' 8" 69' 8" 140' 280' 
28500 16' 4" 161 9" 34' l" 68' 6" 137' 6" 275' 
29000 16' 1" 16' 6" 33' 6" 67' 3" 135' 271' 
29500 15' 8" 16' 2" 33' 66' 2" 1331 266' 
30000 15' 6Y:? 15' 11" 32' 5" 65' 131' 262' 

14050 33' 4" 34' 69' 139' 279' 558' 
14150 33' l" 33' 10" 68' 6" 138' 277' 555' 
14250 32' 10" 33' 7" 68' 2" 137' 275' 552' 
14350 32' 8" 33' 5" 67' 7" 136' 273' 548' 

7020 66' 7" 681 2" 138' 2" 278' 558' 1120' 
7100 65' 9" 67' 4" 136' 8" 275' 552' 1106' 
7200 64' 11" 66' 5" 134' 10" 271' 545' 1090' 
7280 64' 65' 8" 133' 4" 268' 538' 1078' 
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·D· 

Fig. 64 
Diamond and "V" Antennas. 

two "V" antennas. The current distribution 
dies away uniformly from the input corner 
to the terminating resistance. As a result 
of this behavior, the Diamond antenna is 
not critical with respect to frequency. It 
can be used without any change or adjust­
ment over a frequency range of at least 
two-to-one. Furthermore, it is unidirec­
tional, since the terminating resistance elimi­
nates the radiation which would otherwise 
take place in the backward direction. These 
properties make the Diamond antenna desir­
able in many ways. It can, for example, 
be used for 20 meters in the daytime and 40 
meters at night, without any change. The 
terminating resistance should be about 800 
ohms. capable of dissipating half of the 
power supplied by the transmitter. The an­
tenna offers a resistance load of about 800 
ohms to the transmission line. Design data 
is shown in the Diamond Antenna Charts 
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and the dimensions L are listed in the Table 
for "V" Antenna Design. 

"V" Antenna Design 

Tf the terminating resistance is not used, 
the Diamond antenna is bi-directional and 
becomes of the resonant type. Diamond 
antennas will radiate in an exactly hori­
zontal direction, provided the angle of radia-

HORIZONTAL DIRECTIVITY OF A '"V .. ANTENNA. 
i A LONG ON EACH SIDE 

Fig. 65 

HORIZONTAL 01RECT1VITY OF A "V .. AN TEN NA 
8 1' LONG ON EACH SIDE 

Fig. 66 

tion in degrees and the height of the an­
tenna in wavelengths is correctly calculated. 
These calculations have been simplified, and 
the Chart will enable the quick determina­
tion of the necessary dimensions. For ex­
ample, slanting the antenna 6 ° will cause 
the energy to be radiated in an exactly hori­
zontal plane. 

The Diamond antenna is much more eco­
nomical in construction than the various 
forms of antenna arrays employing vertical 
curtains of wires. It is just as effective in its 
directivity and powei; gain, and is not crit­
cal with respect to frequency of operation. 

Beverage Antenna 

• A very long wire terminated in a resist­
ance equal to its characteristic impedance is 
ca1led a Beverage, or Wave Antenna, Fig. 
71. 

The antenna should be several wave­
lengths long and it can be of any convenient 
height, from 10 to 20 feet above earth. It is 
11uite satisfactory for long-wave reception 
and is sufficiently directive to materially re­
duce static disturbances. It is non-resonant 
and can be considered as a one-wire trans­
mission line with ground return. It should 
be pointed toward the station whose signals 
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Fig. 67 
Diamond Antennas. 

vEmlCAL DIRECTIVITY OF A 2A DIAMOND ANTENNA 

Fig. 69 

are to be received. This antenna operates 
most effectively when located over poorly 
conducting earth, since in this case the wave 
front of the received signal is tilted more 
than when the wave travels over water or 
moist earth. This form of Beverage An­
tenna is not suitable for short-wave re­
ception. 
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Diamond and "V" Antenna Design 
Curves. 

HORIZONTAL OIRECTIVJTY OF A <'.J.. DIAMOND ANTENNA. 

Fig. 70 

Antenna Coupling Methods 

• It is obvious that the power from a 
transmitter must be transferred or coupled 
to an antenna in some manner ; likewise, the 
received energy must be coupled into a re­
ceiver. There are a great many ways in 
which this transfer of energy can be ac­
complished. In some forms, the coupling 
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Fig. 71 

device serves the dual purpose of transfer­
ring power and tuning the antenna to res­
onance; in other cases it prevents illegal 
radiation of harmonics. The impedance 
match for a final amplifier is accomplished 
in the coupler circuits which connect to the 
antenna or feeders. Impedances are matched 
when the plate current of the final ampli­
fier is at its normal value when all circuits 
arc tuned to exact resonance. When the 
plate current is below normal it is an indi­
cation that the antenna feeder impedance has 
been transformed into a too-high value, and 
vice-versa when excessive plate current is 
drawn by the final amplifier. 

Types of Coupling 
Devices 

• The simplest coupling method for a single 
wire fed or end fed antenna is by means of 
Direct C011pli11g. wherein the impedance 
matching is accomplished by tapping to the 
final amplifier plate coil, as in Fig. 72A. 

A blocking condenser (.002 mfcl.) shoulcl 
he connected in series with the antenna or 
feeder to prevent DC plate voltage from 
reaching the antenna and thereby endanger­
ing human life. The final amJ>lifier plate 
coil has a voltage node either at the center 
or at one encl, depending upon the type of 
amplifier used. The voltage !lode occurs 
at the center of the coil in a push-pull 
amplifier, and also in a plate neutralized 
amplifier. This voltage node (zero RF volt­
age) occurs at the lower end of the coil, 
both in the case of single-ended screen-grid 
amplifiers and grid neutralized single-ended 
amplifiers. The antenna or feeder tap is 
usually connected near the voltage node. 
The proper impedance match ( normal plate 
current load) is obtained when the tap is at 
the proper point on the coil. If the tap is 
too close to the voltage node, the antenna 
will not sufficiently load the amplifier: if 
the tap is too far toward the plate end of 
the coil, excessive loading will result, with 
consequent overheating of the amplifier tuhe 
and lower efficiency. 
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Comparative RF Feeder Losses 

D.B. 
Fre- loss per 

quency 100 ft. Type of Line 

7mc. 
14mc. 
30mc. 

7mc. 
30mc. 

7mc. 
30mc. 

7mc. 
14mc. 
30mc. 

0.9 
l.S 
3 { 

ISO ohm impedance, rub­
ber insulated twisted pair 
with outer covering of 
braid. 

0.4 feeder with inner wire on 

{ 

W. E. 3/a" concentric pipe 

0.9 bead spacers. Impedance = 70 ohms. 

0.0S j Open 2-wire line No. 10 
0_12 l wire. Impedance = 440 

ohms. 

3 { T w i s t e d No. 14 solid 
4 If: w e a t h e r proof wire, 

8 -
2 weathered for six months 

(telephone wire). 

Inductive Coupling 

• Energy can be supplied to the antenna or 
feeder from the final amplifier by means of 
induction hetween two coils. The antenna 

Fig. 72-A 

FECOERS 

1 1 

DIRE:CT 
COUPLING 

Fig. 72-B 

coil can be tuned or untuned, as shown for 
several circuits in Figs. 34, 36, 40, 46 a:.d 73. 



Collins Pl Network 

Zepp. feeders sometimes use a split an­
tenna coil which couples to each end of the 
final tank coil. A somewhat better system 
is to link-couple the Zepp. feeder tuning 
coil to the final amplifier coil because there 
is less capacity coupling and the coil losses 
are lower. 160 meter Marconi antennas can 
be coupled inductively to the final amplifier 
plate coil by means of some of the arrange­
ments previously illustrated. The antenna 
should be tuned to resonance with series or 
parallel tuning and occasionally by adjust­
ment of the tapped antenna loading coil. A 
suitable value of series condenser would be 
from .00025 mfd. to .0005 mfd. maximum 
capacity. The spacing between plates will 

T 350MMF 

'----------------
COU~TEl'IPOtSE WO~ 

Fig. 73 
L2-Final Plate Coil. 

depend upon the power output of the trans­
mitter and the RF voltage gradient at the 
point where the condenser is located. In most 
cases, plate spacing of .03-to-.07-inch will 
suffice. Resonance is obtained by switching 
taps and varying the condenser until the an­
tenna loads the final stage plate current to 
its normal value. If this value is more or 
less than the rating for the tube. the coup­
ling between the loading coil and the final 
tank coil should be increased or decreased. 

Single wire fed, and end fed antennas can 
be tapped across part or whole of a tuned 
circuit which in turn is inductively or link 
coupled to the final amplifier tank circuit. 
The advantage of having an additional tuned 
circuit for the antenna coupler is in the re­
duction of harmonic radiation. A better 
balance can be obtained in the ca,e of push­
pull amplifiers than with direct coupling. 
l\fore detailed information on coupling 
single wire antennas is given in preceding 
pages. 

Twisted-pair feeders can be inductively 
coupled to the final tank circuit by using 
from one to four turns of well-insulated 
wire, wound over the voltage node of the 
final tank coil. The number of turns de­
pends upon the frequency of operation and 
the desired antenna load. 

Collins Pi Coupler 

• This system consists oi one or two coils 
and two variable condensers connected in 
the form of a low-pass pi filter. Sec Figs. 
7-1 to 80. The filter permits the passage of 
only the fundamental frequency and greatly 
attenuates the undesirable harmonics, similar 
to the action of a filter used in AC power 
supplies. The coupler is tuned to the fre­
quency of the transmitter by varying con­
densers Cr and C2, also by adjusting the 
taps on the coil or coils. The impedance 
of the antenna feeders is matched to the 
final amplifier bv means of the ratio of the 
capacity of CI and C2, and by adjustment of 
the coupler taps across the final amplifier 
tank coil. 

This system can be used with some Zepp 
feeders, single wire or two wire feeders, and 
end fed antennas. 

The plate tank of the final amplifier must 
be tuned to resonance with the pi network 
disconnected from it. It is best to do this 
with reduced plate voltage, and resonance 
is indicated by greatest dip in the plate cur­
rent milliammeter reading. The final ampii­
fier must not be retuned thereafter. Then 
connect the pi network to the final amplifier 
and antenna. Tune the two variable con-

Fig. 74 
Single-Wire Feed Line-Single Section 
Plate Tuning Condenser-Shunt Feed. Cl 

and C2 in All Circuits Are .00035 mfd. 

' --- -- - ---- ------• 

Fig. 75 
Two-Wire Feed Line from Single-Ended 
Amplifier-Split-Stator Plate Tuning and 
Optional Split-Stator Used as C2. Shunt 

Feed. 

41 



Jones Antenna Handbook 

~ . 1- l 0 ANT 

1~_Jc2 
RFC T 

..,. 

+B 

Fig. 76 
Single-Wire Feed from End of Low Im­
pedance Output Tube Tank. Split-Stator 
Tuning and Series Feed. Cl and C2 

Should Be Variable. 

- B + 8 

Fig. 77 
Two-Wire Line from Single-Ended Ampli, 
fier. Split-Stator Tuning and Series Feed. 

-B + B 

Fig. 78 
Same as Fig. 77, But with Single-Section 

Tuning Condenser. 

<lensers in the pi network until maximum 
antenna current (or feeder current) is ob­
tained at normal values of final amplifier 
plate current when normal plate voltage is 
applied. The pi network condenser which 
is closest to the final amplifier is used to 
obtain resonance in the network for anv 
particular setting of the impedance match·­
ing condenser ( the nearest one to the an­
tenna). The amount of inductance in the 
network coils must be determined by experi­
ment to obtain best results. 
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Fig. 79 
Coupling a Two-Wire Line to a Push-Pull 
Final Amplifier. Single-Wire Line Out of 
a Push-Pull Final Through a Pl Network 

is Not Recommended. 

+B 

Fig. 80 
Coupling a Single Wire Antenna or Feed-

Line to a Push-Pull Final Amplifier. 

LI and L2 should be interwound in order 
to load both tubes equally in a push-pull 
amplier. L2-¼ Tank Tums, interwound 
or otherwise very closely coupled. 
L3-Standard Collins coil. 
C2-C3-.00035 mfd. each. 

Link Coupling 

• A tuned feeder circuit can be coup.led to 
the final amplifier tank by means of a 
twisted or parallel pair of wires, with one 
or more loops of wire at each end, as shown 
in Fig. 81. These l-ink co-upled loops should 
be wound over the voltage nodes of the two 
tuned circuits. Variation of coupling can 
be accomplished by varying the number of 
loops, or the diameter of the loops with 
respect to the coil diameters. The number 
of coupling turns depends upon the ratio 
of impedances; in the case of a Zepp. an­
tenna more coupling turns are needed 
around the antenna coil than around the 
plate amplifier coil. In nearly all cases 



Link Coupling Methods 

one to two turns around the plate tank coil 
will suffice. The number of turns around 
the antenna coil will vary from 1 to 4, or 
5, depending upon the cicuit used, i.e., para­
lell-tuned or series-tuned. 

~ 

cou•L••• [~ 
L••< ~,( TO «•• 

~: ANTl[NNA 

07 TU:HO ~ 
TURN$ C .. 0$C C:OIJPLl!:0-

Fig. 81 

--::3: ANO OONOtH>t .. 

1,.INI\ 

E 3-.;i..-----
2T JT $1NGLE WIit! flE!1> 

Fig. 82 

Hl:RTZ OR P'VChS 
ANTCNN"-

Link Coupling for End-Fed or Single Wire 
Feeders. 

.. J"'" ~ 
]

L> L• 

E3 L4 
LINr\ 

PL"Tt 
COIL ,,. .J,OMMf" 

~------------<~ too u COIJNTt:IIPQl$E: 

Fig. 83 
Link Coupling to 160 Meter Antenna 

System. 

!E _ 0_!!.10!'!!!- ~!!!':!!,Sit 

.... 
FOR 160 METER OPERATION 

Fig. 84 

Adjustment of the coupling link and loca­
tion of antenna taps on the antenna coil 
can readily he made with the aid of a field 
strength meter in order to find the adjust­
ment which will provide maximum antenna 
field strength for normal load on the final 

~ END FED FUCH ANT OR :>GE.....f C SINGLE WIRE FEO HERTZ 

~~B-:-:,,, C MATCHED IMPEDANCE 
_,/~~ FEEDERS 

C:;; 50MMFD - 8500V 

Fig. 84-A 
Link Coupling from Final Amplifier to 

Tuned Antenna Circuits. 

amplifier. \Vhen Zepp. feeders are used, 
RF meters can be connected in series with 
the feeders as an aid in tuning. 

No. 14 or No. 12 rubber-covered solid 
wire is suitable for the coupling line. The 
coupling loops should have sufficient insula­
tion to withstand the plate voltage. 

Broadcast Type Antennas 

• Older types of "T" and "Inverted L" flat­
top antennas are rapidly being replaced with 
vertical antennas for broadcast transmis­
sion. The newer forms confine most of the 
radiation to very low angles, with the re­
sult that fading effects within a radius of 
100 miles can be greatly reduced. The L 
and T type antennas provide some high 
angle radiation and the reflected waves from 
the Heaviside Layer cause fading effect at 
night within a radius of less than iiO miles. 
Reduction of sky wave ·radiation greatly im­
proves the coverage of a broadcast station. 

Vertical antennas are sometimes con­
structed by running a heavy wire conductor 
through the center of a lattice-work tower; 
in a great many cases the metal tower itself 
is the radiator. The base of the antenna 
usually connects to a tuning device and then 
to a very extensive ground system. The 
tuning device also serves to terminate the 
transmission line, such as shown in the ex­
amples given for Concentric Lines. The 
vertical antennas in Fig. 85 have a currtnt 
distribution as shown, which indicates the 
relative values of impedance with respect 
to ground. These antennas connect to 
ground through tuned circuits and conse-
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Fig. 85 

quently they are resonant to the frequency 
of the transmitter. Antennas more than one 
quarter wave in vertical height provide a 
better low angle wave (ground wave) ; be­
cause of their greater effective height they 
are being used in the newer broadcast sta­
tion installations. 

Fig. 86 
Base of Vertical Radiator With Heavy 

Insulator Supports 

Two Band Tilt Antenna 

• A simple bi-directional antenna for 10 
meter operation, and a non-directional 20 
meter antenna, is shown in Fig. 87 . . 

This antenna consists of a 33 foot length 
of ¾-inch diameter Dural tube, supported 
on a large stand-off insulator in such a 
manner than the angle of tilt can be ad­
justed and the free end swung through an 
angle of approximately 180 degrees. The 
antenna is used in a vertical position for 20 
meter operation ; for 10 meters it is tilted 
to an angle of 54 degrees with respect to 
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the horizon, and pointed toward or away 
from the direction in which it is desired to 
transmit or receive. The angle of radiation 
is in a horizontal plane for both 10 and 20 
meter operation. A .single wire feeder can 
be connected to the pipe at a point eleven 
feet up from the bottom end, or a Zepp. or 
end-fed connection can be employed. The 

.o .. , 

TWO BAND (40-20 MET[R) TILT ANTENNA -

VERTICAL fOR 20 MET(AS -TIU 54• FAOM HORIZON 
,-QR iO Mf:T(AS 

Fig. 87 

pipe should · be guyed near the center by 
means of heavy cord or light rope in order 
to facilitate the rotation of the radiator. A 
33 foot pipe can be made from two sections, 
butted together over a smaller inner tube, 
or outer sleeve, for a forced-fit connection. 

Dummy Antennas 
• A non-radiating antenna is essential for 
experimental tests of any transmitter. The 
name "Dummy Antenna" has been applied 
to such arrangements. It consists of a re­
sistive load which simulates the regular 
antenna load. The resistors in the dummy 
antenna must be large enough to dissipate 
the RF power output delivered by the trans­
mitter. Non-inductive resistors made for 
this purpose can be connected in series 
with thermo-ammeters to determine RF 
power output. Mazda Lamps provide a 
visual indication of "RF power output because 
this power is converted into light in the 
same manner as illumination is secured 
from the 110-volt line. The dummy an­
tenna circuits shown in Figs. 88, 89 and 
90 are suitable for all practical purposes. 

A 100 watt Mazda Lamp when lighted 
to normal brilliancy in a dummy circuit 
indicates that the transmitter is delivering 
100 watts of RF output. The resistance of 
electric lamp bulbs varies widely with fila­
ment temperature, therefore it is difficult to 



Field Strength Measuring Sets 

accurately determine the ~wer output of 
the transmitter by Ohm's I R Law, because 
R is a variable factor. 

Field Strength Measuring Set 

• Actual RF current readings in any portion 
of an antenna vary with the position of the 
current nodes, with the result that an an­
tenna may not be correctly tuned to the 
operating frequency of the transmitter. An 
actual indication of the power radiated by 
an antenna can be secured with the aid of 
a field . strength measuring set, which con­
sists of a low-reading milliammeter, diode 
rectifier and tuned circuit or pick-up coil. 
A circuit diagram for an effective field 
strength measuring set and phone monitor 
is shown in Fig. 91. 

FINAL AMP 

t::"';:@~ 1 
.... ~ 

:c 
T+• 

Fig. 88 

IIAZOA LAM•S 
IN S[lll[S 011 

PAIIALLU. 

Mazda Lamp Coupled to Final Tank Coil. 

FINAL AMP 
PLATI 
COIL_-> 

.. 
.. 

MITH 

Fig. 89 
Dummy Antenna with Non-Inductive Re­

sistor and R-F Meter. 

FINAL AMP 

PLATI 

•7 1.r;.-·•·w 
Lt La MAZDA LAMLI' c----::, •• c::....__.:, ONINOUCTIYI[ 

"flL.AQut:• 
ll[Sl&TOII 

Fig. 90 
Dummy Antenna Link Coupled to Plate 
Coil. Ll-L2 Are Wound Over the Plate 

Coil and Antenna CoiL L. 

When the headphones are plugged into 
the phone jack, the presence of key clicks, 

excessive carrier hum or quality of voice 
modulation can be determined. By plugging 
a 10,000 ohm resistor into the phone jack, 
the milliammeter will indicate overmodula­
tion peaks as shown by a fluctuation of the 
steady carrier strength when voice modula­
tion is applied. Furthermore, this field 
strength meter can be used as a neutralizing 
indicator. by merely connecting a short pick­
up antenna wire to the device and placing it 
near the circuit which is to be neutralized. 

---1:::::;,.....--.....;~...;.;.---~ 
/L9HONE 

FIELD STRENGTH MEASURING SET & PHONE MONITOR 

Fig. 91 
Simple Circuit of Field Strength Meter. 

Fig. 92 
Exterior View of Field Strength Meter and 

40-80 Meter Coil. 

Plug-in coils are tuned to the frequency 
of the transmitter. The pick-up antenna 
wire which is connected to the field strength 
measuring set is placed somewhere in. the 
immediate vicinity of the radiating portion 
of the antenna. The length pf the wire 
and its distance from the transmitting an­
tenna depend upon the power output of the 
transmitter. The pick-up antenna can be 
from five to six feet long, depending upon 
the frequency and the amount of pick-up 
required to secure a deflection of the meter. 
The antenna system is tuned for maximum 
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reading on the milliammeter scale, which de­
notes the greatest amount of field radiated 
by the antenna. 

A type 30 tube is connected as a diode, 
which will operate satisfactorily with only 
1½ volts of filament battery. The diode is 
connected across a portion of the tuned cir­
cuit, which results in more selective tuning 
and good sensitivity. The 0-lma. DC mili­
ammeter reads the rectified current produced 
by the· RF energy in the tuned circuit. The 
diode serves as the rectifier, which can be 
either a vacuum tube or crystal detector. 

A carborundum crystal detector will quite 
satisfactorily replace the type 30 tube and 
battery. This type of crystal detector will 
handle accidental RF overloads without de­
stroying the sensitivity of the crystal, such 
as in the "Standing Wave Detector" shown 
in Figs. 94 and 95. 

Fig. 93 
Looking Into the Set. A Small l•l¼ Volt 
Dry Cell Ia Held i.D Position by a Metal 

Bracket. 

The coils are wound on plug-in forms, 1¼­
inch diameter, · three coils being required to 
cover the six amateur bands from 5 to 160 
meters. The 5 to 10 meter coil has two 
turns, spaced ½ in. apart, with a tap at the 
center. The 20 and 40 meter coil has 12 
turns, space-wound to cover a winding 
length of ¼ in., with a tap taken on the 
fourth turn from the ground end. For 80 
and 160 meters, 60 turns are close wound 
on the form with a tap taken on the 20th 
turn from the bottom end of the winding. 
A midget 100 mmfd. variable condenser will 
tune the coils in such a manner that the 
lower values of capacity will cover one end 
of the band and the higher capacity will 
cover the other ; a single coil thus covers 
two bands. 

46 

The field strength meter should be housed 
in a completely enclosed metal can. 

Grounds 

• A good connection to earth is essential 
for operation of Marconi antennas for both 
receiving and transmitting. Several pipes 
driven into the earth, spaced a few feet 
apart and connected together, will provide 
a good ground system for amateur opera­
tion. Broadcast and commercial transmit-

fig. 94 
"Standing Wave Detector" and Field 
Strength Meter. The Device Ia Moved 
Along the Feeder or Antenna. held close 
to the wire. A variation of current denotes 

standing waves. 

SUPPOIIITING STICIC 
HYHAL J'!ET LONG 

CAA-UDUM CIIYATAL 

SIMPLE R F FEEDER MEASUIUNG SET 

Fig. 95 
Simple Circuit Diagram of Device mua­

trated i.D Fig. 94. 
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ters often require a very elaborate ground 
system of several miles of copper wire or 
ribbon, buried under the surface of the 
earth. Sueh a system can be constructed 
so that it fans-out in all directions beneath 
the antenna. Ordinary water pipes are gen­
erally suitable for receiver ground con­
nections. 

When a satisfactory ground connection 
is not available, a Counterpoise must be used 
with Marconi antennas. The radiation re­
sistance of a quarter wave antenna is ap­
proximately 37 ohms, therefore the ground 
resistance must be considerably· less than 
37 ohms in order that the greatest amount 
of transmitter power will be radiated into 
space. A high resistance ground connec­
tion can waste more power than is actually 
radiated by the antenna. This is one reason 
why half wave antennas are so widely used; 
they require no ground connection. 

Antennas for Ultra­
High-Frequency 

Operation 
• The fundamental principles of antennas for 
wavelengths below 10 meters are no different 
than those discussed elsewhere for short­
wave operation. The physical size of these 
antennas is such that they are economical to 
construct and they can easily be made port­
able. In the ultra-high-frequency field of 
communication the direct, or ground wave 
is used ; for this reason the transmitting and 
receiving antennas are generally in visual 
range of each other. It is therefore neces­
sary that the antennas be located as high 
above ground as possible. Low angle radia­
tion is necessary and antennas which are 
particularly effective for this purpose should 
always be used. The earth reflects the 
ground wave upward, somewhat like the 
effect which is created by a body of salt 
water which pushes the somewhat longer 
wave in an upward direction. The ground 
acts like a mirror in reflecting light waves. 
Vertically polarized waves have less ten­
dency for an upward bending, and thus ver­
tical antennas are generally employed. 

The simple non-directional antenna for 
u.h.f. operation consists of a half wave 
vertical wire or rod, fed with a two-wire 
matched impedance feeder (Fig. 98), or by 
means of a quarter wave matching stub and 
two-wire non-resonant line, Figs. 96 and 99. 

Zepp. feeders are seldom employed, because 
the antenna in most cases is located several 
wavelengths away from the transmitter or 
receiver in order to secure ample height 
above the ground. 

A Concentric Feede-r (Fig. 100) is very 
effective for feeding either a half wave an-

SIMPLE 5 METER DIRECTIONAL ANTENNA WITH 
REFLECTOR WHICH DOUBLES OUTPUT & SENSITIVITY 

Fig. 96 

Fig. 97 
Directivity Pattern of Antenna Shown in 

Fig. 96. 

COUPLING COIL 

WIRE Ofi ~OD 

ANTENNA 

I"' SPACING &£TWttN f'EEDERS APPROX 
... FOlt N'!iZWIRE-:J-1•",-oR Nt'4 • 

Fig. 98 

J ·+ •' 

1 
5-Meter Matched Impedance Antenna. 

tenna or a quarter· wave Marconi antenna, 
such as those used for mobile 5-meter work. 

Directive antennas often prove of great 
value in the ultra-high-frequency region be­
cause the high power gain which is obtain­
able gives the same result as a great increase 
in transmitter power. The cost of increas­
ing power is far more than that of a simple 
antenna array. Any of the directional an­
tenna systems previously discussed can be 
used for u.h.f. communication, although those 
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which give vertical polarization, such as the 
Stacked Diploe, Yagi, Vertical Franklin, or 
Bruce are best. 

I VERTIC.AL RADIATOR 

.. 

i-- 5TU8 - 4• SPAC.l"IG 

4' 

l_ l'U LENC.TH NON•RtSONNIT 2 WIRC f'££0ER 

$HOAT1NG 8AR) 

APPRO;li!, 4" 

5 METER "J'~ ANTENNA 

Fig. 99 

OUTf:1:1 C.01'10UCTOR 

(5Hl(LO) 

.5 METER CONCENTRIC LINE AUTO ANTENNA 

Fig. 100 

i .. 
L ANV LENGTH 

TWtSTEO PAIR FEEDER 
;::;._-._-.....__--.....__--.....__-.._-..._-..._~--c; 

CA,A &001' 

~ METER TWISTED PA.IA AUTO ANTENNA 

Fig. 101 

Types of Mobile U. H. F. Antennas 

• A quarter wave vertical Marconi antenna 
(Fig. 102) is very convenient for automobile 
installations. A 4-foot rod with the bottom 
end grounded to the car body can be fed with 
a single wire feeder several feet long; this 
feeder connects to the 5-meter set in the car. 

Another :'.\-meter antenna consists of an 
insulated 4-foot rod, fed by either a twisted 
pair ( solid conductors), or by a concentric 
transmission line, Figs. 100 and 101.. In the 
case of twisted pair feeders, the impedance 
match is not very good, but this effect can 
be overcome to some extent by cutting the 
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twisted pair to some particular length. This 
can best be determined by experiment, be­
cause a few inches more or less of feeder 
will provide a tuning effect and allow more 
efficient operation. 

Quarter wave rods can be mounted on the 
roof of an automobile, if some means of 
flexible coupling is built into the base of the 
rod so that the antenna can be swung down 

r 
•' 

l 

SIMPLE 5METER AUTO ANTENNA 

Fig. 102 

when it strikes an overhead obstacle, such 
as a garage entrance, etc. Sometimes the 
rod is mounted on the front or rear bumper 
of the car, on the radiator, running board 
or fender. In many cases the antenna rod is 
mounted directly on a transmitter housed in 
the rear trunk of the automobile. 

Mobile antenna installations for police 
radio work differ from the 5-meter types 
in that the antennas are somewhat longer 
because the frequency of operation is lower. 
The length can be calculated from the 
formula: 

,192,000 X 0.485 
L=-------

f 
where L, = The quarter wave antenna length 

in feet. 
f = The transmitter frequency m 

kilocycles. 

The length of a half wave antenna is twice 
that of a quarter wave antenna. 

Fixed Station 5-Meter Antennas 

• These antennas can be constructed from 
copper or aluminum rod, or wire. \,Vhen a 
wire antenna is used, the wire can be sup­
ported on stand-off insulators attached to a 
vertical 2"x3" wood pole. The pole should 
be guyed, preferably with ropes, in order to 
keep metallic conductors away from the field 
of the antenna. The antenna should be as 
high as possible and well remote from sur­
rounding objects. 

These same types of antennas can be used 
for television reception by making the half 
wave antenna resonant to the frequency of 
the television transmitter. In this case a 
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Group of Typical 5-Meter Antennas. 

twisted-pair feeder of solid wire, such as 
the EOI Cable, can be used in order to re­
duce automobile ignition interference. The 
loss in a twisted-pair feeder at these fre­
quencies is rather high and transposition 
blocks can be used at intervals along the 
two-wire feeder line. 

R"t)IATING 
PORT IQ" 

PIPE•FEEOEM INTO ANTEN"'A FOR 
V.H.F. 0ft l,<ll<;ROW,11,V[ $CT$ 

Fig. 103 

Long wire antennas can be used on 5 
meters providing the directional effects are 
taken into consideration. For example, a 20 
or 40 meter single wire fed or Zepp. antenna 
can be operated on 5 meters with fairly satis­
factory results fur both transmitting and 
receiving . 

21/z-Meter Antennas 

• Any of the antennas previously described, 
and which provide vertical polarization, are 
suitable for 2½ meter operation. Those 
shown in Fig. 104 are ideally suitable for 
use with a 2½ meter transceiver. The fig­
ures are self-explanatory, in that all dimen­
sions are dearly shown. The Table showing 
Antenna Array Dimensions lists all of the 
data for the ultra high-frequency bands, down 
to 1¼ meters. The Table, Reflector and 
Director Dimensions, shows the data for any 
form of Yagi or Parabolic Reflector system 
for wavelengths down to 1¼ meters. 

Micro-Wave Antennas 

• Antennas for operation in the vicinity of 
one meter, or less, are classified as ivlicro­
TVave Antennas. Half wave vertical rods are 
suitable for portable operation and in most 
cases they can be capacitively coupled at 
one end to the micro-wave transmitter or 
receiver. Directive arrays, especially those 
of the Yagi type, are easily constructed : 
they greatly improve the performance oi 
micro-wave sets. 
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Fig. UN 

Concentric Lines 

• A concentric transmission line is one of 
the most satisfactory means for carrying RF 
power from the transmitter to the radiating 
antenna. It has low losses, is weather-proof 
and the outer conductor is at ground poten­
tial. No radiation can occur, which is par­
ticularly important in a directional antenna 
system. The characteristic impedance ranges 
from 50 to 150 ohms, depending upon the 
ratio of inside diameter of the outer con­
ductor to the outside diameter of the inner 
conductor. Its impedance can be calculated 
from the formula: 

D 
Z = 138XLog,. -

a 
where D is the inside diameter of the outside 

conductor, 
d is the outside diameter of the inner 

conductor. 

The outer conductor can be grounded at 
any point. The inner conductor is insulated 
from the outer sheath by glass or isolantite 
beads which are placed at intervals along the 
line ; the beads also furnish the necessary 
mechanical spacing. 

Concentric line feeders are used for 
coupling broadcast transmitters to the an­
tenna, as well as in short-wave and u.h.f. 
installations. See Figs. 105 to 108. The 
impedance can be made to exactly match the 
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Fig. 105 
Heintz & Kaufman Concentric Transmiaaion 

Line. 

CONClNTIIIC L INt: 

Fig. 106 

Fig. 107 

C 

CONCENT,ue LINl 

~ C.ND 

Fig. 108 
Concentric Feeder Systems for Broadcast 

Antennas with Various Terminations. 

center impedance of a half wave antenna, 
and very closely matched to a quarter wave 
antenna. A vertical quarter wave antenna 
has an approximate radiation resistance of 
37 ohms at the current loop (ground con­
nection). 



Reinartz Rotary Beam Antenna 

Concentric lines can be buried under­
ground and run for distances of several 
hundred yards without sacrificing appre­
ciable amounts of RF power. 

Reinartz Rotary Beam Antenna 

• The John L. Reinartz compact directive 
antenna, Figs. 109 and 111, has relatively 
high efficiency on the short and ultra-short 
wavelengths. It is suitable for 5-meter 
transmission and reception and its field pat­
tern is similar to that of a half wave vertical 
antenna with single reflector, Fig. 110. 

It consists of two 8-foot lengths of tubing, 
bent into a circle, with 2 in. to 3 in. spacing 
between the tubes. The circles are not 
closed ; an opening of one inch remains, as 
shown in the diagram. 

Fig. 109 
Reinartz Rotary Beam with Twisted-Pair 

Feeder and Stub. 

RADIATION PATTERN 

Fig. 110 
Directivity of the Reinartz Rotary Beam. 

Fig. 111 
Reinartz Rotary Beam Antenna with 

Spaced Feeder and Stub. 

The diameter of the circle is a little over 
30 inches. The most efficient method of 
feeder connection to a 5-metcr set is by 
means of a quarter wave matching stub con­
nected to either a twisted pair feeder or two 
wire 500 ohm line. This ty))(' of antenna 

can be placed in either a horizontal or ver­
tical plane, depending upon whether horizon­
tal or vertical polarization is desired. The 
actual power gain over that of a vertical 
half wave antenna in the desired direction 
is approximately 15%. The power direc­
tivity is nearly 6-to-1 in a forward direction 
away from the open ends. 

16¾ ft. rods can be used for 10 meter 
operation, 33 ft. rods for 20 meters. The 
spacing between the rods, or circles, need 
not be increased when the antenna is built 
for operation on the longer wavelengths. 

The antenna should be arranged for ~60° 
rotation. 

Antennas for 
Receiving 

• All of the transmitter antennas previously 
described are suitable for receiving; their 
directive properties are unchanged. All­
wave receivers present a difficult problem 
from the standpoint of a suitable antenna 
that will cover the wide frequency range 
of the receiver. Noise reduction is a de­
cided factor in the design of an antenna for 
receiving all waves. The most prolific noise­
creators are electrical devices, such as re­
frigerator units, violet-ray apparatus, 
thermostats, diathermy machines, battery 
chargers, electric signs, buzzers and door­
bells, ignition systems of oil-burners and 
automobiles, elevators, street cars, electric 
motors, power-line disturbances which are 
carried along the line, telephone ringers, etc. 
These disturbances arc of a radio nature; 
however, their intensity dies away rapidly 
in open space. House wiring and metallic 
structures convey these electrical disturb­
ances, and noise reduction can therefore be 
accomplished by locating the antenna in a 
clear space, also by using a lead-in of such 
type that pick-up on the lead-in is practically 
eliminated. The noise interference is some­
times so loud that it wil! seriously interfere 
with local reception. It becomes a very 
troublesome factor in short-wave reception 
because the received signal strength is much 
lower than that from local broadcast stations. 

Two general types of lead-ins are widely 
used with noise-reducing antenna systems. 
The shielded lead-in is effective in the broad­
cast range, but due to the high capacity 
between the shield and the lead-in conductor 
inside the shield, it is not often used for 
short-wave reception. For short-wave re­
ception a balanced transposed line is more 
efficient, as shown in Fig. 112. Balanced 
lines consist of twisted-pair feeders or tv,·o­
wire lines with transposition blocks. The 
latter can be tuned by means of a coil and 
variable condensers at the receiver in order 
to increase the signal energy for a compara-
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Fig. 112 
Noise-Reducing Short-Wave Doublet Feeder 

System with Transposition Blocks. 

A and B are 33 ft. each, C can be any 
length. The Transposition Blocks are 
spaced 2 feet apart. Cl. C2 and C3 are 
350 mmfd. Variable Condensers for tuning 
the system. L is the Receiver Coupling 

Coil. 

tivdy wide range of frequencies. Twisted­
pair feeders cannot be easily tuned because 
standing wave effects will cause excessive 
dielectric losses. In order to cover a wide 
range of frequencies with twisted-pair 
feeders, combination Doublet antennas are 
connected through impedance matching 
transformers to form an efficient all-wave an­
tenna system. A single doublet with a 
twisted-pair feeder and without special trans­
formers is suitable for operation over a very 
narrow band of only a few hundred kilo­
cycles on the fundamental and third har­
monic. The design of the feeder transform­
ers depends upon the impedance of the 
twisted-pair feeder, length of line and type 
of doublet antennas connected to the line. 
So many complications enter into the design 
of these feeder transformers that the home 
constructor cannot easily build them. Com­
plete short-wave antenna kits with all proper 
components are available from many sources. 
The choice of an all-wave antenna for the 
home constructor is the tuned transposed­
feeder system, shown in Fig. 112. In 
nnise-iree locations, any single wire an­
tenna will give good results. 

RCA World-Wide Antenna System 

• In this svstem a double-doublet is con­
nected throu'gh a complicated antenna trans­
former to a twisted-pair transmission line, 
then through another transformer connected 
to the all-wave receiver. See Fig. 113. 

The smaller doublet is about 33 feet long 
and it peaks at 14 megacycles. The larger 
doublet, 58 feet long, resonates near 7¼ 
megacycles and the third harmonic is 22 
megacycles. The combination, together 
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with a critical length of feeder line, results 
in fairly uniform response from 6 to 24 
megacycles. Sec Fig. 114. The twisted-pair 
feeder has an impedance of 180 ohms and 
is constructed with submarine cable rubber 
and paper insulation in order to keep the 
losses low. Noise reduction depends upon 
the design of the transformer which couples 
the line to the radio receiver. This trans­
former eliminates in-phase signals while at 
the same time it passed the out-of-phase 
signals. The expression ''in-phase·"' means 
that the voltages of the two sides of the 
feeder line are positive or negative at the 
same instant. Out-of-phase signals are those 
which cause one side of the line to he nega­
tive while the other side is positive, anti it 
is this signal which comes from the antenna. 
In-phase signals are those which are picked­
up by the feeder line; they normally have a 
high ratio of noise signal to radio station 
signal. 

I 
.,l,h. 

RCA DOUBLE: DOUBLET 

Fig. 113 
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Fig. 114 

The radio set transformer has a static 
shield between primary and secondary wind­
ings in order to eliminate capacity coupling. 
As a result. the in-phase signals and noise 
picked up by the line are eliminated, while 
the out of phase signals picked up by the 
antenna are passed through to the receiver. 
See Fig. 115. 



RCA and Philco Antennas 

Several windings are needed m each 
transformer in order to cover the wide fre­
quency range. Automobile ignition noise is 
greatlr reduced1 as can be explained by 
referrmg to Fig. J.15. "S" represents a 

out effecting the rerformance of any other, 
resulting in good signal pick-up in several 
bands of frequency. If the selected reso­
nant frequencies are not too far apart, rhe 
overlapping of their characteristics will tend 
to give fairly uniform response. Five 
doublets are utilized in the RCA Spiderweb R.EC.[IVER COUPLING 

TR:ANSF'OR:MtR 

TRANS-(--.i:/:~ 

110, eo~ Antenna System. 
,-------------.AC suPPL' In Fig. 116 the bottom wires E and F 

MISSION 1 ., .. (c)' pwR ,.-11j~) +a ,-~~EC-!--<!)::: 'O~i\'' -•-~RT1--+-l 

CHASSIS ~t~(H) 

- - -I~~:.. - -._..,(e) 

Fig. llS 

- - { -_-

sourc~ of auto ignition noise : (A) the 
capacity coupling from "S" to transmission 
line; (B) the capacity coupling from "S" 
to the power supply line; (H) the capacity 
coupling from one side of the power supply 
line to the metal chassis; (F) the capacity 
coupling from "S" to actual earth ground. 

The noise voltage that would be induced 
by capacitive coupling (A) into the trans­
ri:iission line would correspond to an in-phase 
signal and would be fed to the secondary of 
the coupling transformer by the capacity 
by the electrostatic shield (D). This pre­
vents noise voltage from being developed 
across the input terminals oi the radio re­
ceiver. 

The noise voltage that would he induced 
by capacitive coupling (B) causes current 
lo flow through the power transformer and 
develop a noise from ground to chassis 
through capacity (H). If no receiver 
coupling transformer is used, this voltage 
would occur across the input terminals of the 
receiver and cause noise interference. J\,lost 
power transformers have an electrostatic 
shield between the primary and secondary 
windings in order to minimize the capacitive 
coupling ( G). 110 volt a-c supplv lines often 
carry noise intcricrence. • 

RCA Spiderweb Antenna 

• The action of this antenna is like that of 
a "T-type" over the range from 140 to 4000 
KC. Above 4000 KC the system automati­
cally operates as an efficient multiple doublet 
up to 70,000 KC with good noise reduction 
between 4,000 and 70,000 KC. Half wave 
doublets operated near resonance are ex­
tremely efficient. See Fig. 116. Several 
doublets of different length, can be con­
nected to the same transmission line with-

resonate to 6 MC ( 4!1 meters) by means 
of a small loading coil. A and B, at 12 MC 
(25 meters); C and D at 18 :!\{C (16 
meters); G and H at 3., MC (9 meters); 
K and L at 60 MC (5 meters). Loading 
coils are used in the G and H doublet, as 
well as in the E and F doublet. 

The transmission line requires i5 feet of 
twisted-pair wire, although 4,i-ft. sections 
can be added if the 7G-ft. length is not suffi­
cient. These lengths must not be changed, 
because the receiver coupling transformer is 
matched to the line for these lengths. The 
transformer has a balanced primary and an 
electrostatic shield which prevents capaci-

TRANSlol ISSION 

/LIKE 

Fig. ll6 
RCA Spiderweb Antenna. 

tive coupling. This is necessary for noise 
elimination. Ko noise reduction is secured 
for frequencies below 4,000 KC because the 
antenna acts as a T-type on the lower fre­
quencies. The space required for this an­
tenna is a span of 38 feet, and a 12 foot 
vertical clearance. 

Philco AU-Wave Antenna 

• This doublet antenna is approximately 
60 feet long and has a special antenna 
transformer connected to a twisted-pair 
feeder for all-wave reception from 540 KC 
to 2:1,000 KC. Sec Fig. 117. 

A receiver impedance matching trans­
former is required for radio receivers which 
have a high impedance primary circuit. This 
transformer is not needed with radio re­
ceivers which have low impedance primary 
circuits designed for doublet antenna con­
nection. The transformer is provided with 
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1------------ 60' -------
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PHILCO ALL-WAVE ANTENNA 

Fig. 111 

a switch. The switch permits reception 
of standard broadcast or short-wave signals 
at will. The twi5ted-pair feeder can be 
altered in length to suit any installation 
without change in results. Noise reduction 
is claimed for both standard and short-wave 
reception. 

,--~o•--r-5•, rs'r-ao•-----; 
I 
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.. ,. LEAD•>N _____ 
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GENERAL ELECTRIC ''V"' 00UBI..ET 

Fig. us 
General Electric "V" Doublet 

• Another noise-reducing all-wave antenna 
is the G. E. "V" Doublet, consisting of a 
half wave doublet, matching section and 
twisted-pair feed line. It also incorporates 
an impedance matching transformer to the 
receiver, which is designed to cover a wide 
frequency range necessary for all-wave re­
ception. This system has a ''V" matching 
section at the center of the antenna instead 
of the usual complicated antenna-to-line 
transformer. Standing waves exist on the 
twisted-pair feeder, as is the case in almost 
every type of all-wave antenna. The ar­
rangement shown in Fig. 118 provides good 
efficiency on broadcast and short-wave 
bands, a condition which is not possible with 
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a simple doublet where the twisted-pair 
feeder connects directly into the center of 
the antenna. 

,____.i 
i---- 19' ----1 r---- 49 

Fig. 119 

RCA RK-40 Antenna 

• The RCA RK-40 Antenna is a simplified 
antenna system designed to act as an effi­
cient pick-up medium, giving high signal 
strength over an extremely wide frequency 
range. See Fig. 119. The flat top portion 
is 68 feet long, with an RCA transformer 19 
feet from one end, as shown in Fig. 119. 

The Transmission Line is a special two 
conductor cable 75 feet long, which termi­
nates in a sealed junction box in which the 
receiver coupling unit is housed. This 
coupling unit matches the transmission line 
to the input receiver circuits. Adequate 
coverage of all short-and-long-wave broad­
cast bands is secured with a minimum of in­
stallation work. 

Belden Off-Center Doublet 

• To obtain a broad response over a wide 
frequency range, the Belden Off-Center 
Doublet Antenna System is constructed 
along scientific lines. The flat top portion 
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Doublet and Auto Antennas 

consists of two lengths, 16 and -18 feet re­
spectively, of seven strand twisted No. 24 
enameled aerial wire. See Fig. 129. 

A fixed coupler in a weather-proof con­
tainer is used to connect the twisted feeders 
to the flat top of the antenna. The surge 
impedance is of a value which spreads the 
responsive characteristics of the system. At 
the receiving end, a center-tapped coupling 
transformer is employed to divert unwanted 
in-phase signals picked up by the lead-in to 
the ground. The secondary of this coupler 
is in series with a small variable capacitor 
which may be adjusted to match the input 
impedance of the receiver to the lead-in. 
This antenna system may be erected verti­
cally or horizontally. It has practically no 
directional effect and the length of the lead­
in is not critical, due to the variable features 
of the receiver coupler. This antenna does 
not have a sharp resonant point and achieves 
a very uniform response over the short-wave 
and l>roadcast frequency bands. 

The coupling transformers at the ends of 
the twisted lead-in also serve to minimize 
the effect of the capacity of the lead-in, pre­
venting loss in signal strength and at the 
same time p1-eserving the noise reducing 
features. 

The Belden Receiver Coupler is equipped 
with a switch with which to convert the 
antenna system into a conventional Marconi 
modified "T" antenna for use on broadcast 
frequencies. 

McMurdo Silver "R9+" Antenna 

• This system consists of a doublet with 
two sections, each 25 feet long, feeding into 
a twisted-pair transmission line which, in 
turn, couples to a special all-wave trans­
former coupling system. See Fig. 120. 

The 4-pole, 5-position switch effectively 
matches the antenna system into the receiver 
for all-band operation. The doublet an­
tenna resonates at approximately 32 meters, 
hut the feeder and the tuning unit effec­
tively increases the signal strength at other 
frequencies. 

Antennas for Automobiles 

• The amount of available space in an auto­
mobile for antenna installation is limited. 
therefore a compact system with relatively 
low effidency is all that can be expected. 
Earlier types of antennas for automobiles 
consisted of wire screen or mesh supported 
in the roof of the car. Later types make 
use of plate or rods, suspended under the 
car or beneath the running boards. 

Experiments have provc11 that most of the 
ignition interference exists above 30 :MC, 

i---·•·--1-,0r-t--- .,, --i 

) MORIZOIIIT.\L 
(__ 00U8LET 

MCMURDO-SILVER ''R9-r" ALL·WAVE OOUBLET 

Fig. 120 

vet the noise is troublesome even in the 
~ange of the broadcast band. The principal 
source of noise comes from the ignition 
system, and thus a shielded lead-in or 
shielded transmission line to the antenna will 
greatly reduce this interference. In some 
cases, out-of-phase electrical noise is de­
liberately introduced into the receiver in 
order to cancel the noise which is picked-up 
by the antenna. Modern design has prac­
tically eliminated the need for spark-plug 
suppressors. 

SMll[LIH:D 
LEAD-IN CABLE 

1.CAD•IN 

RCA UNOER CAA ANTENNA 

Fig. 121 

Steel top automobiles caU for the use 
of an antenna under the car. Because the 
receiver is connected to both the antenna 
and the car body, the capacity between the 
two should be as low as possible. Road 
clearance dictates the limit of spacing. 
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Three types of antennas for automobile 
installation are shown in Figs. 121, 122 and 
123. The RCA "U" antenna is interesting 
because it resonates at about 7 meters, 
where the maximum ignition noise energy 
occurs. Noise voltages are picked up by 
the two sides of this "U" and arrive at the 

Fig. 122 
Triangular Antenna. 

lead-in point out-of-phase and thus tend to 
cancel each other. Broadcast signals, being 
of longer wavelength, act on the antenna as 
if the two rods were in parallel, and proceed 
through the lead-in to the receiver. 

Fig. 123 
Solid Metal Plate Antenna. 

Front and rear bumpers can be insulated 
from the car chassis and used as an antenna. 
Many of these systems use impedance 
matching transformers for improved per­
formance. 

The Faraday Screen 

• An electrostatic shield between two coil~ 
is often used in receiver circuits in order 

"!.L WIRES OPE,,. 
F -.T T1-11s. UH) 

FARADAY SCREEN 

Fig. 125 
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to prevent capacitive coupling. One very 
effective arrangement is known as the Fara­
day Screen. It generally consists of a row 
of small wires, spaced from each other and 
connected together at one end in order to 
provide a connection to ground. Eddy cur­
rent losses are prevented by grounding only 
one end of the wire, the other end remain­
ing open ; see Figs. 124 and 125. 

ANTENNA\~ 
COIC --

FAR AOAY- $CREEN 
COVERING LI\Fl:il.£ tlOLE 
IN .SHIELO CAN 

LARGE: HOLE 

- .,., ... 
(;QIL 

-:;" GROUND 

SIDE VIEW OF' SCREEN ASSEMBLY 

Fig. 124 

A Faraday Screen can be constructed by 
winding a large number of turns of very 
small insulated wire on a cardboard drum, 
which has first been treated with insulating 
varnish. The wire is wound as on any 
ordinary coil, then a coating of insulating 
varnish is applied to the winding. After it 
has dried, the coil is cut in half, along its 
length, and flattened out. The insulation 
is then removed from one end and the 
wires soldered together, as shown in the 
diagram. 

Aircraft Antennas 

• Antennas designed for aircraft must have 
a good effective height and very low wind 
resistance. The most efficient antenna elec­
trically is a long trailing wire for both 
transmitting and receiving. It must be 
reeled-in when a landing is made, and it 
offers an excessive wind load at high speeds. 
For beacon reception. a hollow streamlined 
metal rod approximately six feet in height 
and mounted on top of the fuselage is quite 
widelv used. The rod must be insulated 
from • the suJ>µorting structure. It has an 
effective height of about one meter, thus 
making it satisfactory for use with a sensi­
tive receiver. Other forms of antennas. such 
as wires stretched across the wings, or· from 
the tail to the ends of the wings, or from 
tail to cockpit, are satisfactory for both 
transmitting and receiving. 



Aircralt and Loop Antennas 

A short trailing wire, approximately 25 
feet long, can be used on high speed trans­
port planes because it has less wind resist­
ance than a rod or pole antenna. 

Marine Antennas 

• Single wire antennas of the Inverted-L, 
T and Doublet types are used on shipboard. 
The wire is usually suspended between 
masts, or between mast and funnel. A 
separate antenna is widely used for short­
wave reception, while for longer wave oper­
ation a break-in keying relay connects the 
receiver to the main transmitting antenna. 
Marconi antennas for small marine craft 
can be made more effective when more than 
one wire is used, such as in a cage or flat 
top antenna. Refer back to Fig. 46. 

Loop Antennas 

• When highly-directive transmission or re­
ception is desired, loop antennas are used. 

01 RECTIVITY 

LOOP ANTENNA 

Fig. 126 

LOO~ 
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A conventional type is shown in Fig. 126. 
Some are circular in shape, others are in 
the form of a rectangle or square. 

The relative efficiency of loop antennas 
is very low and they are used only for such 
special applications as direction-finding. The 
directivity pattern has the same appearance 
as that of a half wave dipole antenna. The 
response in the maximum direction (in line 
with the loop) is very broad, but the minima 
or zero signal setting is very sharp. 

Antenna Mast Construction 

• A practical and economical antenna mast 
is illustrated in Fig. 127. It is constructed 
of three pieces of 2x3, or 2x4, clear pine, 
each 20 feet long. The completed mast is 

Fig. 128 
Photograph of Completed Antenna Mast 

Described in Fig. 127. 

light enough in weight for mounting on. 
house-tops, and it can be erected by two 
people. The mast is guyed at the top and 
center with three guys at each point. The 
guys should be broken about every ten feet 
with egg-type strain insulators. The illus­
trations give all of the necessary construc­
tional data. 
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