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COLUMBIA EYES
CENTENNIAL

Toronto: Columbia Records of Canada have set
machinery in motion to bring world recognition
to the best in Canadian talent. Besides boost-
ing its output of Canadian pop artists, plans
have been completed for the expensive venture
of recording the Toronto Symphony Orchestra,
live, in concert from Toronto's Massey Hall.
The two record set will contain one long play
record devoted to the works of Canadian com-
posers while the other record will contain the
works of the French composer, Berlioz.  Seija
Ozawa will conduct.

Bob Martin, Director of Publicity and
Advertising for Columbia, has made several
trips across Canada lately and has been favour-
ably impressed with the willingness of the
broadcast people to get behind good, solid and
competitive Canadian discs.

It's because of these findings that
Columbia has pulled all stops, and it's now
full speed ahead to create a Canadian recording
star who will gain world recognition.

For the easy listeners, it could be Ray
Hutchinson ,who has just released his Epic sin-
gle of ““Mr. Rain'" and '‘Tina"", or perhaps they
can make the world aware of a great Canadian
songwriter name of Johnny Cowell by releasing
his instrumental *‘Strawberry Jam™ and “The
Golden Jet".

Newly signed and the best brother song-
sters in the business, The Mercey Bros, could
make a dash for the international market with
their smash pop country single of ‘‘Whistle On
The River’” and *‘Had To Fight''- In the strictly
country vein, Bob Martin has produced Johnny
Burke with a Toronto produced country sound
that put his single ‘'Loving You Again'' on
many of the Canadian country charts from coast
to coast. Preparations are now underway for a
strong follow-up.

For Columbia’'s Canadian pop artists,
the future never looked better. A strong strong
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THE “TORONTO SIIIINII”
e UGH!

There's the DETROIT SOUND, the NASHVILLE SOUND, and the LIVERPOOL SOUND. These are the
three SOUNDS that conquered the world. There hasn't been a SOUND lately, but in Toronto, everyone
is talking about the “‘Toronto Sound'* and it's about to conguer.........TORONTO.

Someone once said that the *‘Toronto Sound’'' was that of hundreds of moaning and complain-
ing musicians. Not so. It is, in fact, a ballyhoo by local do-gooders trying to be BIG TOWN in a small
city. They are wishfully hoping that some foreign talent scout will find the *‘Toronto Sound"' in a New
York studios. Beware of the** Toronto Sound"’. It's usually an import.

What better people to start this mischief than the radio people. Fourteen hours of continual
entertainment. Canada's top musicians all under one roof, and we'll call it the ““Toronto Sound™. One
might imagine that the very name of this extravaganza was perpetrated to put the rest of Canada on
their guard.  Disc jockeys across Canada are preparing themselves for the great takeover. Foreign
record execs are putting on their finest bib and tucker for the trek up north to hear the ‘‘Toronto
Sound"’. Toronto’s finest groups (if they have what it takes to get booked for the show) are rehears-
ing like they have never rehearsed before to show off their finest arrangements, their spit and polish-
ed equipment, and their original material (except that there is very little of it.) Any self-respecting
record exec from New York, Nashville or Detroit better bring his own foam rubber cushion for the
fourteen hour.......... ordeal.

This is being ballyhooed as the biggest wholesale sellout of Canadian talent ever. If anyone
is having it, we are about to create a talent drain. Yet it isn’t quite an amateur show because many
of the most professional groups are in the line-up. Groups that have been discovered but have failed
to satisfy the radio station (or stations) right here, that they have talent and can come up with a hit
sound. Many of the experts that will be imported to discover the *‘Toronto Sound’* may well only dis-
cover the acoustics and crowd noises of Maple Leaf Gardens.

Will the “Toronto Sound'’ seriously set back the Canadian music industry? Will the rest of
Canada take it all lying down? Wil! every major recording centre in Canada be off ered the same deal?

The best thing is to quote a very important U.S. record man who once said, *If it's a HIT in
Canada, we WON'T ignore it." A sharp ear for a good recorded sound would make more sense than to
hold an international audition for TORONTO talent. How about the “CANADIAN SOUND'' with the
best groups from across Canada, and make it a Centennial project, but a CANADIAN Centennial
project not.......a “TORONTO SOUND".

necessary cross Canada interest to boost Larry
and his boys into record stardom. Coming up,
3's A Crowd with “Bound To Fly" and a
Gordon Lightfoot tune ‘‘Steel Rail Blues'. This
group already has  New York VIPs talking.
Another group that has a standing chance is The
Five Rising Sons, who have just released
“Annie Doesn’t Live Here Anymore" and *‘She
Just Likes Me''. Little Caesar and The Consuls
have joined the Columbia camp and are readying
their single of “‘Mercy Mr. Percy’’ and “I'll Do
The Same Thing For You''. The Winnipeg group
The Shondels are ready for hitsville with *‘In
The World Of Today” and *‘Last Nighf t Took
A Walk'. The Last Words are also chomping at
the bit getting set for their release of *‘| Sym-
bolize You' and *|t Made Me Cry"'.

Waiting for their turn are The Liverpool
Set. They are presently making changes that
will set them up for the world market.

When the world finally discovers there
is talent in Canada, you can be sure there will
be a Columbia artist among those in the forefront.

Columbia’s Bob Martin

Columbia®’s Bob Pampe

side by, the already internationally known,Larry
Lee and The Leesures, “‘Gimme Love Now'
and ‘A Little Bit Of Love" could just find the
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By the time these words are read, this will be
ancient history, but nonetheless it must be stat-
ed officially.....they're back! Thousands of
fans turned out at London Airport to welcome

THE BEATLES on their return from their trium-
phant North American tour. Estimates are that

they added over one million dollars to Britain's
dollar-starved exchequor. Perhaps more impor-
tant though is the fact that the boys faced up
to responsibility and met their problems in the
U.S., headon! This is a good lesson for the
youth of today, said one national daily here,*it
is for reasons such as this that the boys were a-
warded the M.B.E.

THE LOS BRAVOS have scored with
another big hit in *“I Don't Care’ and “‘Don't
Be Left Qut In The Cold". A better follow-up
to *Black Is Black’’ just couldn’t have been!
The new side opens with a dynamic drum beat
then settles into a happy moving disc. The
driving medium rhythm has a fascinating rever-
beration at the end of each stanza. This one
should be a natural for the Nor th Americans.

CRISPIAN ST.PETERS bows in with a
new side this week in **Changes'" and **Little
Brown Eyes'. It's somewhat slower than his
previous hits but has a great lyric steeped with
emotion. The side doesn't have the impact of
hisearlier hits but should make it anyway.

Another disc to make an appearance in
the U.K. this week was "‘Everyday Is Just The
Same' by THE CHECKMATES. The side isn't
spectacular but the group intrigues me.....Any
relations to Toronto's Checkmates??7??

Finally on the new release roster, THE
FORTUNES have got away from their sing-a-
long styling with*‘ls it Really Worth Your While"
and “Am | Losing My Touch". It's a rhythmic
ballad with quiet verses but the choruses break
into a walloping beat complete with crashing
drum and cascading strings.

One item worthy of mention here is that
last week for the very first time in nearly four
years, over half the Top Thirty songs on the UK
chart were American. This, of course. led to
comments from those who feel that the British
dominance in the world *‘pop"" market is over.
Actually, the British dominance may be declin-
ing somewhat, but it is by no means over. In the
next few months, if anything, it will again come
into its own for a little while anyway.

PAUL ANKApaid a rare visit to London
town recently. Paul did not make a public ap-
pearance but his visit apparently did concern
the possibility of future British cabaret dates.

Further to last week's mention of the
new group, THE MOVE. MICK JAGGER has dis-

covered this fantastic quintet so watch foraction.

BRIAN EPSTEIN did not return with the
BEATLES but rather stayed on in the States,

for business conferences. This man has varied
business interests too. We hear that he is now
backing a bullfighter in Spain.

FRANK SINATRA's filming of *“The
Naked Runner''is ahead of schedule and Sinatra
should be returning to the U.S. shortly.

TONY LEWIS, manager of a group called
THE ROTHCHILDS apparently declined a re-
quest from the family by the same name, to
change the groups name. Tony is reported to
have suggested that the family change theirs.

WALT DISNEY has set up his own label
in Britain to release mainly childrens records.
The new labels STORYTELLER and DISNEY-
LAND will be distributed by EMI, and will in-
troduce a “mini LP'" to the market (ie: a 7 inch
33 1/3 rpm disc) which will retail for about
$1.50.

Finally this week, the WALKER BROS.
have been offered a chance to wax the title
song of the new JAMES BOND epic *‘You Only
Live Twice" currently being filmed on location
in Japan.

Z0OT MONEY'S “Big Time Operator'
is still moving up the charts, but not fast e-
nough for Zoot's liking.

SHELBY FLINT moves into a chart po-
sition this week with **Cast Your Fate To The
Wind".

P.J.PROBY’S next single will be either
“| Could Make It Alone'* or*'You Make Me Feel
Like Someone’’. BOB MARCUCCI, PJ's manager
says that PJ may have a movie going for him in
the near future. This is one very popular Ameri-
can in these parts.
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RPM MOVES INTO
NEW OFFICES

The Administrative and Advertising
offices of RPM MUSIC WEEKLY
are now located at;

1560 BAYVIEW AVENUE
SUITE 107
TORONTO 17, ONTARIO

NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER
(416) 489-2166

Boost Canadian Talent!

BOB HARRINGTON
HAS A

REFRESHINGLY
NEW CHANGE OF
PACE SINGLE!

‘GHANGES’

f/s

“GOUNTRY
BOY”

(REO — 8947)

QUALITY RECORDS LIMITED

REO RECORDS ARE
MANUFACTURED AND DISTRIBUTED

IN CANADA BY
QUALITY RECORDS LIMITED.
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WATCH FOR

MR. SPACEMAN
THE STARLINE The Byrds-Columbia-43766-H

X PHOTO ALBUM GET OUT OF MY LIFE
The Gas Company-Reprise-0512-J

* SPECIAL EDITION
IN OUR TIME
COMING SOON Nancy Sinatra-Reprise-0514-J

*

PORTUGESE WASHERWOMAN
ERi D Baja Marimba Band-A&M-816-M
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FEATURING

The White Knights have been galning much pop- . - s
ularity in thelr home province of Saskatchewan, THE “"CANADIAN SOUND’’ This chart will appear in the September
where thelr Galety single ‘*Love That’s True’*
‘has found chart action at most of the rock sta-
tions throughout the province and moves up to

number 84 on the RPM 100. ADVERTISING DEADLINE 21st. issue of the RPM 100
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Stew Paterson has just returned to CKWS from
holidays that took him through Eastern Canada
and Vermont. Stew has some interesting views
on the Montreal radio scene. According to his
findings CFCF seems to be the leading news
station with ““good anchor-desk type program-
ming during peak periods.’’ The Montreal teens
would appear to have swung solidly behind
Mike Stevens, who makes it in the evening with
his CKGM ““V.L.P. Show''. CFOX, formerly all
country now pops it in the afternoon with pean
Hagopian, ex-CKOY Ottawa man. From the
Granite City front, Stew has it that CKWS has
just completed a two day blood donor clinic
promotion with remotes from the Kingston Ar-
mouries, which brought in over one thousand
pints. Jerry Tinlln, Bryan Olney and John
Henderson were the radio personalities who
made the pitch that resulted in this record col-
lection. A.M. man Joey cannon will be doing
remotes from the 1000 islands Skydeck at Hill
Island, Ont. which is about 20 miles east of
Kingston, every Saturday morning until the end
of the tourist season. He has been remoting
from this location all through the summer each
Friday from 3 to 9 PM but now with the summer
on the wane, he moves into this more effective
time slot. Stew is still in charge of the only
“Live Saturday Countdown of Hits" in Kingston
from Noon till 6 PM. During the show 20 Drive-
in movie passes, albums,45's and A&W passes
are given away to listeners. CKWS has only 2
rock shows a week. John Henderson’s Noon to
1:30 PM each Sunday and stew Paterson’s Show
mentioned above. Bryan oOiney gets into full
swing with his “TV 11 Dance Party’’ and an
open invitation is extended to those artists
and groups who might happen to be in the area.

“Parson to Person'’ which is hosted
by United Church minister Gene Young promises
to add much interest to Sunday evening listen-
ing for Torontonians through CHUM. The rev-
erend Young became popular in Toronto radio
circles when he guested on the Larry Solway
“‘Speak Your Mind", open line show and later
took over the show while Solway was on holi-
days. It was because of the obvious popularity
of this *hip'* man of the cloth that this new
show came into being. First guest on this open
line effort was Lord *‘Soapbox” Soper who ap-
parently was not aware that he was sitting
across the mike from somewhat of a religious
rebel. Gene Young has incorporated new ideas
into the rather staid and usually uninviting re-
ligious way of life and comes up with a more
sensible approach to the subject. During the
show Lord Soper remarked to Mr. Young *Don't
try to bully me, I'm much older than you'. All

in fun...... of course.
b

Harold Winslow sends news from Quality that
The Haunted have taken off with their latest
single *‘I Can Only Give You Everything. The
boys have a strongimage in Montreal and could
get national exposure with this one. Also from
Quality comes the newest from The Allen
Sisters, ““I'm In The Downtown Crowd' and
“Give It Up Girl"". The gals have been doing
well with personal appearances around the
country. This week they are appearing at The
Duvrenay Hotel in Hull, P.Q. Sept. 26 they
open at The Franz Joseph Room in Toronto's
Walker House, to be followed by anengagement
at The Ascot. They will be appearing in The
Black Knight room at the Royal York Hotel
sometime in November. From Ottawa comes the
newest of Canadian single-o artists. Bob
Harrington releases ‘‘Changes'' on Reo. Bob
was lead singer with The Esquires and toured
Canada with the Dick Clark Caravan of Stars.
Nine year old Gloria Kaye bows with her Barry
single ‘*How Does That Grab You Darlin’ (in
Ukrainian). Gloria is a big item in her home
town of Edmonton but her recent appearances
on television (Show of the Week, Juliette and
The Tommy Hunter Show) she has been gain-
ing in popularity on the national picture. The
Carlton Showband have topped many of the
charts in Ontario with their *“Merry Ploughboy"’
waxing and now with the U.S. beginning to pay
attention, perhaps the rest of Canada will fall
into line. The release of their Casl album re-
sulted in the discovery of another hit potential
“Up Went Nelson' and you should all figure
out what that one’s about.

[rwin Prescott moves into Toronto Sept
26 for a stay at The Edison Hotel. Irwin is
currently playing Warren, Ohio. His Melbourne
waxing of ‘‘Go Rattler Go'' and **Oh How |
Miss You Tonight'* has been getting great re-
sponse from country listeners across the land.
One of Iwin's biggest boosters is Malo, who
spins the country tunes at CHNO in Sudbury.
Malo notes that Iwin will be recording for
Columbia in Nashville, sometime in November.

With the return of The Allan Sisters,
along comes their producer Art Snider. Art is
the guy that was in on the ground floor of this
Canadian music industry and discovered some
of the greats including Gordon Lightfoot. Art
has just secured the old CKEY studios in
Shoreacres house and with Glenn Clarke, well
known CBC engineer, has laid plans to set up
recording studios to concentrate on label work.

Stephen Kimber, prexy of KIM Enter-
prises, sends news that because of the in-
creased business he has appointed Doug Keefe
to the post of manager. Kimber will continue to
audition new bands and is presently setting up
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a small newspaper feature service which will
cover the activities of Maritime artists and
groups under the KIM banner. Two of KIM's
bands, The Darvel and The Qutcasts, have re-
cently completed separate engagements at one
of the Maritimes largest teen clubs, The Roll-
away Club in Charlottetown. Negotiations are
now underway with the Shore Club, a similar
establishment in Nova Scotia. Newest discov-
ery for the Kimber organization is a group
known as The Foundlings This years Natal
Day parade, an annual Halifax event, was proof
positive that the young people and their music
are becoming a part of the Halifax scene. At
the termination of the parade a free show was
put on by recording artists, The Five Sounds,
at Halifax's Point Pleasant Park. Later that
evening there was a mammoth gig at the Forum
with Woody's Termites, The Rockin’ Rebels
and The Five Sounds. So important is the young
market becoming to the Halifax scene that

~continued on page 7
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local business men are hiring rock bands to
draw the teeners in to their stores.

The Hungry ““I’" Agency in Winnipeg is
fast becoming the talk of the 'Peg booking cir-
cles. Managers Wiener and Golfman now have
30 beautiful girls ranging in age from 16 to 25.
The gals are choreographed by Miss Wendy
Morrison of London England, and are available
for dances or social functions. Along with the
gals are the availability of the top rock groups
in the area including, the Guess Who, Shondels,
The Quid, Jury, Fifth, Pink Plum and many
others. Local talent is on such an increase,
that even the local rock station CKRC has
allowed chart listings for The Quid, Jury and
Guess Who.

Ray Macleod, showbiz columnist for the
Mail Star, recently shook the Maritime scene
with his disclosure of the exodus, to Upper
Canada, of some of the best Maritime talent.
This has resulted in a shortage of good pre-
sentable acts. Patrician Anne McKinnon leaves
to join The Willows, Brian Ahearn, arranger
and director of many of the CBC young people's
shows out of Halifax leaves to take over a man-
agement position with Arc Records, Ken Tobias
a regular on Singalong Jubilee and a popular
vocalist on Frank’s Bandstand also takes leave
of Halifax. What really shook the showbiz hope-
fuls was MaclLeod's centering in on the cut-
backs of the CBC-TV networ k show ‘‘Music Hop "’
Instead of the usual 40 there will only be 30
Halifax productions this season. The *‘Let's
Sing Out' show has been bought from CTV and
will be aired once a week on the *‘Music Hop''
time slot. This will also affect other centres
across the nation BUT NOT TORONTO. With
the cutting down of one of the best TV expo-
sure outlets for Eastern Canadian talent it's
small wonder that those who are striving to get
ahead will move to where the action is.

Saul Holiff, manager of Johnny Cash,
sends word that he has taken over management
of Tommy Hunter and Melbourne recording art-
ists The Rhythm Pals. The latter group are re-
gulars on The Tommy Hunter CBC-TV show.
Holiff, who resides in London, Ontario, writes
“| believe both these acts have a great future
both in TV and the recording industry, and | am
pleased to have the opportunity to play some
part in their development.*’

Donn and Cindy Reynolds have teamed
up with English organist Joyce Corbyn which
has resulted in a tight and talented threesome.
The trio started out at the Heidelberg Room in
Hanover, Ontario but because of their popular-
ity they haven't been able to continue their
tour. They have been held over for a fifthweek
and were the subject of a glowing article in the
Hanover Post.

The Big Town Boys have just returned
from a triumphant Western Canadian tour. Their
latest Capitol single *‘August 32nd"’ which
was apparently produced at the new Arc studios,
has been flipped by many of the radio stations

across .the nation who prefer *My Babe'’,a Stan
Klees production which also features original
Big Towners, Big John Henderson (organ) and
Brian Massey (bass).

Resentment is growing across the nation
to the latest discrimination of the music indus-
try by Toronto would-be-do-gooders who insist
that there is a Toronto Sound (see front page).

BIG
SCOOP
hy '
elvira
capreese

MY GOODNESS.....there are a lot of unprofes-
sional disc jockeys in Canada. | think I'll use
one of Old Ed:'s favourite expressions in cov-
ering the situation. Dozens of disc jockeys
have managed to ‘‘squeeze into the shoe’. The
DJs that do hype for a winner and do unfairly
influence the listeners choice in records on
battles have written to me to explain. My com-
ments had nothing to do with Canadian content.
| wasn't talking about a lack of patriotism. |

mail continues to come in!)

THE BATTLE OF THE BOOKERS.....
rages and enrages. The Bigland Agency (Can-
ada's giant) has split into two (pardon me)
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FOLLOW THE LEADER.......

THE RPM 100

THREE parts. Ron Scribner has joined forces
with Image of St. Catherines and the final name
of the merged firms is not yet definite. (Mean-
while back at the ranch) Tom Wilson (Ex-Big-

land partner) has formed the Wilson Agency and
indications are that Tom has joined with Fred
White for the promotion of his firms artists.

Fred White (as wellas having the publicity f irm)
is also a partner in Teen Scene (with CHUM

music director Bob McAdorey) and probably be-
hind the Yorktown record label. SO.....things
haven’t changed that much. THIS LOOKS LIKE
A JOB FOR BATMAN. Now to the enrages part!
Both of these two booking agencies are now in
a race to tie up as many groups as possible.

NEITHER will have time to handle, WELL, the
affairs of a few groups. it will turn into a nose
count far more than a service to the musicians
and artists. The dark horse in this whole thing

is a fella from Ottawa, Len Alexander, who
could just offer the groups a more specialized
and personal service and come up smelling like

a rose. The whole Bigland incident makes me

feel that there is @ moral here, but the exact
words escape me...(Ed: For the moment.)

Watch for a NATIONAL disc jockey
show....featuring a NAME disc jockey and.....
(get ready) Canadian content, Watch for a (now
in process) shakeup in a BIG top forty radio
station. The results will surprise gquite a few
people. My small item on a blacklisted record
producer caused quite a stir. This isn't the
LAST we’'ll hear about this little item. Some-

give you a vivid description of the NEW RPM
quarters in Toronto's SWANK Bayview district.
Old Ed: had trouble describing the colours and
the luxurious appointments, but | am planning
one of my infrequent trips to the offices and
will report to you personally. Speaking of Old
Ed:, he tells me the RPM STARLINE PHOTO
ISSUE is shaping up to be the handbook of the
trade. This years circulation will be the big-
gest in RPM's history. DON'T MISS THIS ONE.

| GET VERY MAD at record companies
that ridicule RPM without the common sense to
figure out that this chart that comes out each
week is based on a national picture. | AM SICK
of hearing about how ONE radio station influ-
ences the Canadian sales figure so significantly
that the rest of Canada doesn't matter. | GET
LIVID at the suggestion that TORONTO IS
EVERYTHING. | feel that some of the best
radio stations in Canada AREN'T in Toronto.
That some of the best records made, are NOT
made in TORONTO. TORONTO! TORONTO!
TORONTO! I'm sick of the BIG BACKHOUSE
of Canada.....Toronto. WHAT ABOUT THE
REST OF CANADA. What about MONTREAL?
(well that’s not a good example) but....what
about the rest of Canada.

SUBSCRIBE TO RPM




ITS HAPPENING!
ROBBIE LANE
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