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CMW °98 turns sights on Latin America

As part of the ongoing emphasis to encourage the
Canadian music industry in international markets,
Canadian Music Week *98 will be turning its sights
on Latin America. The annual week-long event,
which is being moved to the Westin Harbour Castle
and adjoining Convention Centre on March 4-7,
will be bringing in key players from the Latin
countries in the hopes of giving industry players at

“A lot of people attend MIDEM and
MIDEM Asia and PopCom and
various things,” says Dixon, “but
they don’t attend them every year
and there are always new people in
the business because the market
is ever changing.”

home the opportunity to cement deals for Latin
America.

CMW:’s international spotlight puts the focus
on a different territory every year that Canadians
can do export business with. The organisational

Tragically Hip and Leahy
on the rise at SoundScan

The Tragically Hip’s newest release Live Between
Us has already lived up to universal expectations
with a #1 debut this week on SoundScan. The top
spot was secured after sales figures from the
weekend came in (not the full monitoring period of
the entire week, as the album was released on May
24th). The early success was secured after a strong
several weeks of pre-hype from Universal Music,
including several Internet related events, contests
and a two hour live Sound Service interview which
was beamed via satellite across Canada.

Leahy, the hottest family band to come out of
the country just got hotter this week when their
self-titled debut crashed the ceiling on SoundScan’s
Top 100 retail albums with a #95 last week. The
group continue their tour of western Canada with
sell out shows in Kelowna, Victoria, Vancouver,
Calgary, Fort McMurray and Edmonton. They have
just finished up running their first single, The Call
To Dance, to radio and currently have the video in
heavy rotation on CMT, where it is charting top 10.
Look for Leahy in Charlottetown’s Bridgefest and
opening ceremonies for Confederation Bridge, at
the end of this month.
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logic, says CMW president Neil Dixon, is purely
pragmatic and educational with the aim of getting
quick results. Considerations such as market
intelligence including the size, scope and potential
of the target markets, the type of music that is
suitable for it, local customs and costs of doing
business including international rules and
regulations and the identification of key players in
those areas. Ultimately the strategy is to provide a
chance for domestic and international heads to
network and take advantage of the time to speed
the process up of doing business.

“A lot of people attend MIDEM and MIDEM
Asia and PopCom and various things,” says Dixon,
“but they don’t attend them every year and there
are always new people in the business because the
market is ever changing. So we kind of feel it is a
necessary thing that we need to do to expand now.”

CMW’s focus comes at a crucial time with
respect to both Canadian and Latin American
markets. Recent International Federation Of
Phonographic Industry statistics indicate that
Canada has dropped in the world market for sales
from sixth place overall (with 3% representation
of the global market) to seventh place with 2%.
Ironically, the market that bumped Canada from
sixth place is Brazil, with 4% of the market share.
Overall the Latin market represents a 6% of the
global marketplace, fully triple that taken up by
Canadian product and second only to Asia in

worldwide sales figures. To date, Latin America is
the fastest growing market in the world, superseding
growth rates in Europe which is the largest
consumer market for music product in the world.

“If you’re going to try to do international
business, Latin America wouldn’t be a bad place
to start,” says Dixon. “Sales in the rest of the world
have gone up and Canada is stagnant.”

Not surprisingly, there has been a resurgence
of interest in the format in Canada, with retail across
the country making room for Latin product and Latin
sections and specialty programming on day radio
and multi-cultural stations.

“The industry here is really putting a lot of
focus on it,” says Dixon.

CMW will continue its established series of
band showcases in downtown Toronto clubs and is
expanding and developing its trade centre,
introduced last year, to put the emphasis on
networking. Plans to maintain the central lounge
area of last year’s exhibition will remain, but with
the added organisational feature of the different
companies around the perimeter of the display. The
reason, says Dixon, is strictly to facilitate
interactivity.

“There will probably be a couple of areas for
receptionists so that people can make appointments
with other people and there will also be an
international business centre too where there will
be phone and fax machines so people can stay in
touch with their office,” he says. “So it will be a bit

Voiceprint premieres AudioCinema service

Through AudioCinema, developed by AudioVision
Canada (AVC), one of three divisions of The
National Broadcast Reading Service (NBRS),
watching movies can now be “a portable leisure
activity.”

Heather Lusignan, Director of VoicePrint, and
Marc Rosen, Director of AudioVision Canada,
explain that “Narration of the visual elements
essential to the meaning of a film are woven into
the original soundtrack and packaged on audio
cassette. Movies can now be enjoyed on a walkman
or a car tape deck.”

AVC operates the only audio-description
production centre in Canada. It was further pointed
out that while the purpose of audio description is
to make video products accessible to people with
vision-restrictions, AudioCinema products “offer a
dynamic entertainment experience for everyone.”

VoicePrint has scheduled May 30 at 12:30 pm

ALBUM PICK

Eastern, to premiere the AudioCinema version of
The Quiet Man starring John Wayne and Maureen
O’Hara. A second AudioCinema production,
Witness for the Prosecution with Charles Laughton,
Marlene Dietrich and Tyrone Power, will air May
31 at noon Eastern.

It is estimated that almost four million
Canadians make “some use” of the VoicePrint
service, considered “the largest reading service in
the world. Appealing to listeners from all walks of
life, the service is delivered by way of a hybrid
satellite-to-cable network to 5.2 million homes in
all provinces and territories.

AudioCinema and narrated video versions of
classic films can be purchased through VoicePrint.
A portion of the proceeds go towards maintaining
VoicePrint, a not-for-profit registered charity.

For more information contact Lusignan or
Marc at 416-422-4222, fax 416-422-1633.
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more of a working centre than the 100% traditional
exhibit but we’re still going to look exhibit like
but it’ll have a bit more working function appeal
and hopefully we’ll speed up the networking
process.”

Dixon is targeting the Canadian independents
and distributors with the new idea, with hopes that
large attendance volume will be incited by shared
costing.

“...alot of independent companies
do participate in a lot of these
overseas trade missions.”

“I think one of the things we identify is that
even though a lot of independent companies do

participate in a lot of these overseas trade missions
going to PopCom, MIDEM and what-not, it’s still
a very expensive proposition even with any
subsidies they might receive,” says Dixon. “A lot
of them just can’t afford it; it’s cost prohibitive to
go over, particularly when it comes to taking the
bands over. This way what we’re trying to say is
look, you can have your visibility as a label and
you can have your band here and we’re going to
identify these people you want to do business with
and we’ll make sure they see your band because
we’ll put them on an itinerary that will put them in
front of your stage.”

Interestingly enough, MIDEM, the world
leader in music industry exhibitions for 30 years,
is also starting their first Latin American oriented

Barbados Week Kicks in at The Old Mill

The Barbados Tourism Authority and Toronto’s
legendary Old Mill, through General Manager Hans
Gerhardt officially launched Barbados Week at a
media event at the Old Mill on May 26. Chef Gina
Lee Johnson, head chef of “Enids” Almond Beach
Village in the Barbados, prepared the traditional
Barbadian lunch.

The Troubadours, a 30-year Barbadian
musical treat, were among the performers at the
luncheon, along with Barbadian author Austin
“Tom” Clark and other surprise guests. Most
captivating was a performance of Inkle and Yarico,
a Barbadian opera in three acts, written in 1787.
Johnny Kidd, a major player in the Barbados Opera
Festival, was instrumental in reviving this opera
about a rich merchant who is shipwrecked in
Venezuela where he was rescued by Yarico, an
Indian Princess. He eventually takes her to
Barbados where he sells her into slavery. Kidd
called on Barbadian musicians to update the music
which has created an exquisitely mounted, sad, but
entertaining, folk opera.

Founded in 1964, The Troubadours pioneered
their “indigenous sponge beat” with the late
Barbadian entertainer Jackie Opel. The band
became synonymous with the musical sounds of the
Islands over the next 10 to 12 years, before
becoming dormant for almost 20 years. It was in
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A SOCAN #1 plague is presented to Dean McTaggart for Amanda Marshall’s Epic
release, Dark Horse, which topped the RPM A/C chart on March 31, 1997. McTaggart
wrote the song, available on Marshall's self-titled release, with Marshall and David

1992 when Ken Jones and guitarist Alps Corbin
approached Allyson Leacock to assist the band in
planning a reunion for Crop-Over '92. The
Troubadours have since returned to Barbados for
Crop-Over every year and their “Bajan Bacchannal”
has become one of the highlights of the yearly event.

In 1993 the band released De Ting Sweet, an
album that Rainbow WIRL included on two series
of CDs. As well, the band organized its own T-
Shirt band.

Interestingly enough, it was in Canada where
the Troubadours made their biggest impact on what
is described as “the extra-regional scene,” where
they played some of the biggest venues in the
country, including Ontario Place, Bonaventure, La
Siesta, Sutton Place, Zodiac 1, Winnipeg Inn,
Marlboro Inn and the Convention Centre as well
as the Ramada, Delta and Holiday Inn chains.

Also interesting is the Canadian connection.
Michael Thompson, who was born in Barbados,
made Canada his home in the early ’80s where he
has been a major player on the Toronto music scene.
He is one of the band’s lead vocalists, songwriter,
co-vocal arranger and fan club operator.

For media information call Gail Stewart of
DMB&B at 416-927-3227 or call the Barbados
Tourism Authority at 416-512-6569 for event
activities.

Amanda Marshall thrills a sold-out crowd at Bourbon Street Club in Mont
Rolland, Quebec, part of The Mix 96 Kids’ Fund Summer Concert series,
which has raised more than $200,000.00 for the Montreal Children's

exhibition this September in Miami, an event that
Dixon and CMW organisers will be attending in
preparation for March.

“Obviously the MIDEM people reading the
marketplace and identifying that as a tremendous
growth area is another reason for turning our
attention there,” he says.

CMW will also be representing in Rio de
Janeiro next montk at the city’s CDExpo *97, set to
take place from July 29-31 which will double as
Latin America’s first domestically held music
conference. Dixon will be having a booth there and
is extending an invitation to any Canadian acts or
labels to work out of their booth free of charge.
Further information about CDExpo ’97 may be
obtained at http://www.fageventos.com.br-cdexpo
and band entry forms for CMW ’98 are available.
by calling 416-695-9236.

Malcolm Perlman closes
down 336 Yonge Street

When a shuttered Sunrise Record store at 336 Yonge
Street in Toronto’s downtown core greeted industry
representatives, the worst was thought.

However, the chain’s president, Malcolm
Perlman, quickly noted that the store was “closed
for a good reason.

“We’re re-doing the whole store to greet the
new millennium, so it’s obvious we have a lot of
confidence in the future.”

A giant, glassed-in atrium will take up the
entire front entrance, 25 feet deep and taller than
the two-storied building with a sky-effect, a la Las
Vegas.

The stairwell has been removed from the front
entrance, making the store wider and the second
floor visible from Yonge Street. As well, the ceiling
on the main floor is now a uniform 15 feet high
throughout the store.

The design includes modern-age materials
which will give the store that steely, yet comfortable
“next millennium” look.

Perlman also promises “an outstanding sound
system,” highlighted by a glass-enclosed DJ booth
in front of the second level. A target date of June
15 has been set for the grand opening.
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How much??? Charles Koppelman leads the
parade of 35 out the door of EMI Music, in the US,
I have to quickly point out. And, according to the
Wall Street Journal, it’s gonna cost EMI big time.
The figure is somewhere around $150 million US
for the executive shakeup. As grand marshall of
the parade, the former chairman and CEO of EMI
Records Group North America, has, or will,
reportedly get a payout of $50 million, which kind
of puts him in the pauper category, considering the
$150 million Disney paid to walk Michael Ovitz.
Virgin’s Ken Berry takes over as president of EMI
Recorded Music. (EC: No tag day necessary for
CK, obviously!!l)

Meanwhile, back home!!! There’s been some
downsizing going on north of the border as well,
some of it subtle, most of it deadly, involving, in
one case, service of 17 years. Letting people go is
not an easy task and the morale at some companies
is . . . well, what do you expect? It’s interesting
too, that with the introduction of voice-mail, a lot
of complacency has set in. (Some of these people
take several days to get back to you, some never
do, and the assistant you are referred to, suffers

Only in Canada??? Pity!

It must have been a couple of decades ago when
the CNE (Canadian National Exhibition) in
Toronto was severely criticized for booking a
complete series of foreign acts to headline the
Grandstand show in what was called a
“Canadian” and a “National” exhibition. That
was then, but checking the paper the other day,
it was almost deja vu when I came across an ad
for the Casino Rama near Orillia. The ad was
trumpeting the following acts to star at this
Canadian venue. Yes, it operates in the
Dominion of Canada, and here are the
headliners featured in the ad: Kenny Rogers,
Melissa Manchester, Sheena Easton, Neil
Sedaka, The Everly Brothers, Linda Ronstadt,
Huey Lewis & The News, The Oak Ridge Boys,
Tanya Tucker, Kenny Loggins, The Temptations
& Gladys Knight, Lorrie Morgan & Sawyer
Brown. Why am I not surprised that all the
dedication of the Canadian record industry, the
CRTC and every radio station in the land as
well as other well-meaning Canadians is not
reflected in this lineup? I know the big Canadian
stars are booked elsewhere and making big
money . . . but don’t you expect a little “this is
about us . . . while making the big dollars” to
be part of all this? Toronto Alderman Ben
Nobleman was a crusader who made the front
pages of Canada’s dailies. I doubt if this will
make any page in the dailies other than some
paid for advertising space. Ben Nobleman . . .
where are you when we need you? Sam and
Sheila! Pay attention. This is “non-Canadian!”

- Walt

from the same disease . . . no time for business, but
lots of time for personal hygiene, like filing their
nails while an important message is being piped
into the voice-mail system). I’ve actually witnessed
it. So, when downsizing begins, guess who is
considered first? One company has been monitoring
its employees' use of voice-mail, and considering
eliminating it altogether and getting back to
connecting with a real person. (EC: They should
have thought of that before they installed the dumb
system!!!)

Another war??? Watch for radio to throw a screw
into the record business. “Pay for play? We will,
but the record companies will pay, big time,” says
one broadcaster. A leading voice from the
independent sector, when asked about a possible
backlash, put it this way. “Well, no matter what
they do, they still have to play 30 per cent Canadian
content, and maybe they’ll be legislated to play 40
per cent.” Not very diplomatic. For the pennies it’s
going to cost, there must be a commeon ground of
understanding underneath all that “fuck off”
thetoric. (EC: Rhetoric is good enough!!!)

A hand up for Variety!!! Nice to see increased
interest from the record industry in Variety.
FACTOR’s Heather Ostertag, and EMI’s Deane
Cameron and Gary Moss were sworn in at the
Variety Club dinner in the King Edward Hotel club
rooms this past week. It wasn’t too many years ago
when CARAS held a Juno Awards Variety Club
Luncheon the afternoon before the awards show.
The annual event that drew upwards of 800 and
900 industry people and the public alike, raised a
lot of money for Variety’s Kids, not to mention the
stature of CARAS. Anyway, that was then and it
was a pretty touching swearing-in ceremony by
veteran broadcaster Barry Nesbitt a tireless worker/
supporter of Variety. Take a couple of minutes and
read the Barker’s Oath. “You are about to be
admitted to membership in Variety Clubs
International. You are aware that Variety has its
existence justified only through its earnest efforts
to give the fullest measure of aid to the unfortunate.

The fellowship of the Tent is incidental to the more
important purpose of charity. The traditional
generosity of show business is here glorified and
maintained and, in this endeavour, you are about to
obligate yourself to devote a reasonable portion of
your time and talent. The terms of the Circus have
been adopted because of their universal
understanding among all peoples. Variety is the
heart of show business, and it is fitting that there
should always be a reminder to all that this is an
organization of show people. The Barker is the
insignia of our organization and you will hereafter
be called a Barker. The figure of the Barker is purely
symbolical. His high hat represents the dignity of
our business. His moustache, the strength, power
and glory of our business. His diamond tells the
world that he is doing well, and his hulk of a body

PV

is necessary to hold the big heart of show business.
You, as a Barker, will be expected to emulate the
example of the Barker in selling Variety with the
enthusiasm and zeal of the Barker. Yours should
be his confidence and boldness in the advocacy of
the causes of charity.” The new members then took
the oath. Pretty touching stuff, wouldn’t you say?
(EC: Amen!!!)

The ratings are in!!! Radio guys all across this
land are now creating their own win WIN, synopsis
of where they stand after the publication of the BBM
spring ratings. In Toronto, the top three are CHFI-
FM, Mix99.9 and CFRB, in that order. As you
know, as the morning goes, the rest of the day
follows, or that was the case a few years ago.
Leaders in the moring are CFRB’s Ted Woloshyn
with 220,000 listeners, followed by, surprise, ex-
CFRBer Andy Barrie at CBC, also, surprise, an AM
operation, with 199,000 listeners. CHFI’s morning
team of Don Daynard and Erin Davis attracted
168,000 listeners, and CHUM-FM’s morning crew
of Roger, Rick & Marilyn, follows at 141,000. Now,
when you consider the cumes, demographics for
males, females, children and whatever, there’s a
window of success for everyone. (EC: Sez who???)
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Post *76: the year of the prodigy

by Rod Gudino

If Dan Frechette had his way, the history of rock
music would stop sharply at the end 0f1976. Itis a
significant year for the twenty-one year old, not only
because it marks his birthday but because it is the
year that rock music became something else. It was
a year for transitions and change, many of them for
the worse according to the young musician, which
is why, in an ironic twist, he has branded his band
with the eponymous name of Post *76.

But what happened after 1976? Disillusioned
by disillusionment, Frechette thinks that the eighties
played some sort of cruel joke on itself by pulling
the rug out from stardom and grandeur and all of
the great things that went into making a rock band
the greatest thing on earth.

“Kids just don’t scream anymore,” comments
the singer/guitarist/songwriter. “Everybody’s got so
much more to do nowadays it’s not like a guy comes
to town and everybody is like ‘oh my God, he’ll
never come around again!’ You got a guy’s face on
TV and in your magazine all the time, you get sick
of him. If your girlfriend walks around naked in
the apartment all the time, you’re not going to be
looking at her after a while.”

A native of Pinawa, a sleepy little speck on
the Manitoba wasteland, Frechette cultivated a song
writing addiction that rollerballed him an
exhaustive compendium of songs before
adolescence was over. At seventeen, he decided to

fire off a few selections from his 300+ song
catalogue for some professional feedback. His songs
landed on the desk of virtually every label contact
in the country, including EMI Publishing’s head
office in Toronto.

“Mike McCarty the president called me back,
his voice booming like God over the intercom:
YOU’RE GOOD, LET’S SIGN YOU,” says
Frechette. “Then they asked me how many songs I
had -- I was seventeen or something -- and I said,
oh, three hundred. They liked that so they said ok,
let’s get this kid on board.”

While most people can only daydream about
getting that much output in an entire lifetime, being
prolific was simply never a problem for this budding
songwriter.

“I didn’t have that much else to do, I wasn’t
really an outgoing person,” he explains. “But I’'m a
nice guy, people always confuse that and think I'm
outgoing and all that but I’'m very much to myself,
I like to be alone. That’s the thing a lot of people
ask me, where do you get the time to write, and it’s
because I'm always alone.”

Jumping aboard the first airplane, the self
confessed hillbilly made his way to Toronto, there
to eke out a living while pursuing a career in music.
Initially concerned with getting some playing
experience under his belt, Frechette happened upon
a few session musicians who jumped at the chance
to lay down a few tracks from the songwriter’s
exhaustive roster. The result was a self-titled six

track EP tinged as much with pre->76 influences as
it is with a contemporary sound. He plans to work
the album full time once he reassembles his band,
whose other staple member is backing vocalist
Napoli Ceniccola, in St. Catherines.

“I’ve met some people already,” he says. “It’s
really friendly in this area; a lot of trees and birds
and stuff. It’s kind of a return for me back to Pinawa
in a sense but I’'m very involved in my career still.
1t’s not like I’m sitting here on a pleasure cruise or
anything. “

We certainly don’t doubt it, Dan.

Basement songs ready to see the light of day

Tariq: Don’t call him a folk singer

by Lisa Trainor

Despite having garnered the nickname Cat (from a
penchant toward performing the songs of Cat
Stevens) during his University days, a string of folk
influences and a summer spent playing a slew of
folk festivals in an effort to hook himself into the
Canadian music scene, singer/songwriter Tariq says
there was a time he hated being referred to as a
folk artist.

“To me, folk singers sounded like Peter, Paul
& Mary and I wanted to do something that was a
little more hip -- a little more contemporary.”

However, it’s clear that this Montreal native
isn’t quite as concerned these days as to which
musical style his audience is drawn from. As a
matter of fact, his own influences are so varied that

1-800-MMS-4-CDS
{416) 364-1943
Part of the Music Manufacturing Services Group

he runs the appreciation gamut from singers like
Stevens, Graham Parsons and Simon & Garfunkel
to such legendary artists as Jimi Hendrix and Elvis
Costello.

“With me, it’s the song that’s important,”
explains Tariq, who now resides in Calgary, “I
remember liking Eagles songs and some of the
silliest things from the radio like Hall & Oates’
Rich Girl. But even when I started playing and
learning songs, I never really followed an artists’
whole repertoire -- I just picked particular songs.”

Raised in a strict Muslim household (a religion
he no longer follows), Tariq says that, as a child,
his only contact with the world of popular music
was listening to a tinny, transistor radio under the
covers late at night. But following the death of his
father, when Tariq was just 14, he says that he was
able to pursue his interest in music with a more
hands-on approach.

“I met a couple of friends in school who were
guitar players,” he says, “For some reason I just
gravitated towards it. They showed me a few chords
and taught me a few songs and from there my
interest just kind of developed.”

He says his exploration of music was a slow
process and that, in fact, he didn’t really become
serious about a career in that direction until a few
years ago. With a BA in theatre from Bishops
University and well on his way to obtaining a
Masters in Literature from Sherbrooke University,
Tariq realised that he had been bitten by the bug -
- hard.

“I had all the course work done and had even
gone through the whole jury process of having my

thesis approved, when I finally stopped and said to
myself ‘what am [ doing?’ It was kind of an
extended growing period, but I decided that I"d
better (pursue a musical career) before I get hit by
a bus or something and never get the chance.”

Since “things just weren’t happening” in
Montreal, Tariq decided his best bet would be to
pack up his VW stationwagon and turn people on
to his music all across the country. With his
independent recording, Graffiti Artist, Tariq made
his way from festival to festival and eventually
settled on making Calgary his home.

“] hadn’t intended on staying,” he explains,
“it was only supposed to be a trip to visit some
friends and check out the summer folk festival
scene.”

After being bestowed with the Scott Liddle
Memorial Prize for songwriting in February 1995

Tarig continued on page 9
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ELEGANTLY WASTED
INXS - Elegantly Wasted
Mercury 314 534 531-0
STARING AT THE SUN
Uz - Pop

Island 314 524 334-U

| WANT YOU

Savage Garden - Savage Garden
Columbia Y435 {promo CU)-H
YOUR WOMAN

White lown - Women In lechnoiogy
Chrysalis 1473 {promo UL)-+
MMMBOP

Hanson - Middle Of Nowhere
Mercury {comp 500)-U

SAY YOU'LL BE THERE
Spice Girls - Spice

Virgm 7243 8 42174-+

- P

Warner-P  Koch:-K

KIN 4

WHERE HAVE ALL THE COWBOYS GONE? JEIH 52

Pauta Cole - This Fire
Warner Bros. 46424-F
LIETO ME

Jonny Lang - Lie lo Me
AdM 31454 0640-0
CLUMSY

Our Lady Peace - Clumsy
Columbna 80242-H
MIDNIGHT RAIN
Wide Mouth Mason - Wide Mouth Mason
Warner Bros. 17328-F

REMOTE CONTROL

Age Ut Electnic - Make A Pest A Pet
Universal 81021-J

ONE HEADLIGHT

{he Wallfiowers - Bnnging Down Ihe-Horse
Interscope Y0055-J

YOU WERE MEANT FOR ME
Jewel - Pieces Ut You

Atlantic 82700-F

MAKE YOU MAD

Odds - Nest

Warner 96303-P

ALL BY MYSELF

Celine Uion - Falling Into You

Columbia 33068-H

RASPBERRY

| Mother Earth - Scenery And FHish
Capito! 32919 {promo CL}-H

SIGN OF THE TIMES
Uueensryche - Hear In Ihe Now Frontter
tMI 56147-+

WHERE YOU GET LOVE
Matthew Sweet - Blue Sky Un Mars
00614 223 113-N

SAY GOODBYE

Cheap Irick - Cheap Irick

Cheap Irick Hecords RAQU2-St. Ulair
PUSH

Matchbox 20 - Yourseft Ur Someone Like You
Lava/Atlantic (comp 47315 Vol. 315)
PRECIOUS DECLARATION
Collective Soul - Uisciphined Breakdown
Atlantic 82984 {promo CL)-P

FALLING IN LOVE (IS HARD ON ..))

Aerosmith - Nine Lives
Columbia Y412 {proma CU}-H

54
E%m 53
M 44 50
gggg 45 4

46 47

47 3
E&m/é 48 32

49 33
rﬁ;’%% 50 34

51 59

52 35

53 38

54 38

55 55

IF HE SHOULD BREAK YOUR HEART 57

Journey - Inial By hire

Columbia 9411 {promo CD}-H
ALONE

Bee Gees - Still Waters

Polydor 31453 7302 (promo CUJ-U
VOLCANO GIRLS

Veruca Salt - kight Arms 1o Hold You
Getfen 30001-J

NO REGRETS

Ihe Breits - The Breits

Alert 81032 (comp 4)-+

HERE WITH ME

Ginger - Sudderlly | Came |o My Senses
EMI 1455 {promo CU)-+

I'LL ALWAYS BE RIGHT THERE
Bryan Adams - 18 lil | Die

ABM 08521-0

IT'S IN YOUR EYES

Phil Collins - Uance Into [he Light
Atlantic 82949-P

LOVE FOOL

Ihe Cardigans - hirst Band Un The Moan
Stockholm {comp 47/7]-U
SEMI-CHARMED LIFE

Ihird bye Blind - Ihird tye Blind

Llektra 62012-P

SUNNY CAME HOME

Shawn Colvin - A tew Small Hepairs
Columbia 6571194 (comp 60}-H

A CHANGE WILL DO YOU GOOD

Sheryl Crow - Sheryl Crow
ABM 314 540 98/-U
IF YOU COULD ONLY SEE

lonic - Ihe Lemon Parade
Polydor 31543 1042-0
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65
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60

61

71

21

22

31

O gwhere o find:them [/
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ANGELS & ORDINARY MEN
Wendy Lands - Angels & Urdinary Men
EMI 37515-F

UNTIL | FIND YOU AGAIN
Hichard Marx - Hesh And Bone
Capitol 56149-+

GONE AWAY

the Uttspring - Ixnay Un |he Hombre
Columbia 67810 (comp 60}-H

THE FRESHMIEN

Verve Pipe - Villains

RUA 668092-N

HOLE IN MY SOUL
Aerosmith - Nine Lives

Columbia 67547-H

DAYLIGHT FADING
Gounting Urows - Hecovering [he Sattelites
DG 24975 (promo CD)-J

THE DIFFERENCE

Ihe Walltlowers - Bringing Uown |he Horse
Interscope Y0055-J

CUBICALLY CONTAINED
Headstones - Smile And Wave
Oniversal 81048-J

IN A ROOM

Uodgy - Free Peace Sweet

AdM 314 540 573 {comp 3039/)-U
SPRINGTIME IN VIENNA
Ihe Iragically Hip - Live Between Us
Universal 81055 (promo CU}-J

I DON'T WANT TO

loni Braxton - Secrets

Latace 26020 {comp 17}-N

IT'S NO GOOD

Depeche Mode - Ultra

Heprise 46522-P

DARK HORSE

Amanda Marshal! - Amanda Marshall
kpic 80229 {comp 57)-H

A LONG DECEMBER
Counting Crows - Hecovering |he Sattelites
UGC 24875-J

BARELY BREATHING
Uuncan Sheik - Uuncan Sheik

Warner Bros. 82879-F

TELL ME

Corey Hart - Corey Hart

Columbia 80240-H

THE WORLD TONIGHT
Paul McCartney - Haming Fie

Capitol 565002+

DELIVER ME

Koch Voisine - Kissing Kain

RVI 51442 {promoCD}-N

GIVE

Uishwalla - Pet Your Friends

AgM 030397 (comp 2)-G

EVERYDAY IS A WINDING ROAD

Sheryl Crow - Sheryl Crow

AdM 31454 0587 {promo CUJ-U
FREAK

Silvercharr - reak Show

Lpic 67905 {promo CD}-H

BITCH

Meredith Brooks - Blurring |he tdges
Capitol 12014 {promo CD}-+
TANGERINE

Maist - Creature

EMI 36188 {promo CL)-+

YOU WIN, | LOSE
Supertramp - You Win, | Lose

EMI 56183 {promo CD}-F

EMPTY CELL

Kusty - Sophomoric

Handsome Boy HBUD 0016-N
HOPE IN A HOPELESS WORLD
Widespread Panic - Bombs & Butterflies
Capricorn (comp 486}-U

IT SHOULD BE

Change Uf Heart - Steel leeth

Virgin 1462 {promo CD)-+

STEP BY STEP

Whitney Houston - [he Preacher's Wite U.S.1.

Ansta 07822 18591-N
PLEASE DON'T GO
No Mercy -No Mercy
Ansta 3044 (promoCD)-N

| LOVE CANDY
54-40-Trusted By Millions
Columbra 80231-H

SITTING ON TOP OF THE WORLD

Amanda Marshall - Amanda Marshall
Epic 80229 {comp 61)-H

MIONKEY WRENCH

oo tighters - The Calour And the Shape
Capitol 12014 {promo CU}-+

HARD TO SAY I'M SORRY
Az Yet w/ Peter Cetera - Az Yet

BMG 26034 (comp 17)-N
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93
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NEW

NEW

99

NEW

NEW

69

70

NEW
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COLD CONTAGIOUS
Bush - Hazorblade Suitcase
Irauma/Interscope Y0091-J

BE INSIDE YOU }
Bamey Bentall - Greatest Hits 1986-1946- 1§ (Y /é
Columbia 80259 (comp 58)-H [
DRIVEN

Kush - lest tor kcho

Anthem 1073 (comp 9716)-J

LITTLE WHITE LIE

Sammy Hagar - Marching to Mars

Irack Factory 11627 {promo LL)-J

COME DOWN

load the Wet Sprocket - Coil

Columbia 67/862-H

QUIT PLAYIN' GAMES WITH...
Backstreet Boys - Backstreet Boys
Jive/Zomba 15981-N

WAYNE

Chantal Kreviazuk --Under |hese Hocks And Stones a
Uolumbia 80246 {comp 61)-H ey
IN MY ARMS

trasure - Cowboy

Mavenck/Mute 46631-F

MIDNIGHT IN CHELSEA

Jon Bon Jovi - Destination Anywhere

PolyGram 314 534 903-Q

CHEVROLET WAY

lariq - Ihe Basement Songs

EMI 55282 {promo UD)-+
SUNDAY MORNING

No Uoubt - Iragic Kingdom
Interscope Y0003 {comp 7})-J

MY ENEMIES

Crash lest Dummues - A Worm's Life
BMG 38779 (promo CD)-N
LISTEN

Collective Soul - Disciplined Breakdown
Atlantic 82984-

FRIEND OF MINE

treble charger - Maybe It's Me
Smokin' Worm/ViK 47023-N
GREEDY FLY

Bush - Hazorblade Surtcase

MCA 80091-J

PLACE YOUR HANDS

Keet - Glow

Epie 67971 {comp 60)-H

HIGHER POWER

Boston - Greatest Hits

tpic 67622 (promo CD}-H

CAN'T GET EXCITED -
Ihe M des - Galaxy Of § i ;
SMI 51445 fpamo COYN o 53
RIGHT ON

OMC - How Bizarre

Polydor {comp 486)-U

OUTTA SITE (QUTTA MIND)
Wilco - Being Ihere

Reprise 46236-P

OPEN YOUR EYES

Ivan - [he Spell

lox 3021-Select

ALL FOR YOU

Sister Hazel - Somewhere More Familiar
Onwersal 53030-J

| WANNA BE THERE

Blessid Union Ut Souls - Blessid Union Ut Souls
EMI 56716-F

PEACE

Joe Brooks - Peace

Uexter 00133-Uexter bntertainment Group
TRAVELLIN' MAN

John Fogerty - Blue Moon Swamp

Warner 45426-P

FREAKS

Live - Secret Samadhi

Radioactive 11590-J

| DON'T MIND

Ihe Age Ut tlectnc - Make A Pest A Pet

Gods !eeth tthel/Universal /66 {promo CU)-J
THE END IS THE BEGINNING IS THE END
Smashing Pumpkins - Batman & Hobin U.S.1.

Warner Y2716 7927164

ON MY WAY

Styx - Hetumn |o Paradise

CMC International 86212-N

EMOTIONAL LOVE

John Mellencamp - Mr. Happy Go Lucky

Mercury 314 532 896-U

.
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HORO GHOID THU NIGHEAN

Mary Jane Lamond - Suas €! ﬂ@gﬁﬁ'm
AdM 268842000-U

ANDROMEDA i
Zuckerbaby - Zuckerbaby Wzs)/o

PolyGram 314 534 657-U
MANN'S CHINESE
Naked - Naked

Ked Ant KAQUS-St.Clair Ent.



what do the following all have in common?
elvis BIISIB"II, the .lr'agicallv -|Ii|l, naul’mccartnev, Ilﬂll| Silllﬂll, elton illhll, daniel Iannis,

the cardigans, jann arden, john hiatt, supergrass, sarah melachian, heimet,
cowhoy junkies, the finn brothers, biue rodeo, radiohead, chris difford, sara craig...

other

T

il

they are all fans of...ron sexsmith
find out why
"nothing good” the first single on your desk now
from the album “other songs” available in stores june 3

june 5 toronto, june 6 hamilton, june / ottawa, june 3 london,
june 11 vancouver june 12 edmonton, june 13 calgary, june 14 winnipey
july 17-august 2 annlher roadside attraction

ﬁ j UNIVERSAL MUSIC
www.ronsexsmith.com www.universalcanada.com
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SACRED SPIRIT 2:

CULTURE CLASH

Various Artists
Rhythmé&Blues/Virgin 42962-F
Sometimes it happens that the particular styles
and strains of music concentrate in a certain
place to produce genuine anomalies; musical
masterpieces that make everyone else wonder
why they hadn't thought of it before. Such is
the case with Culture Clash, the second
volume from Rhythm & Blues Foundation’'s
Sacred Spirit Series which, wonder of
wonders, attempts to fuse the raw essence of
blues with classical music. It's a sound difficult
to conceive, strong talent to effectand pure
genius to pull it off as great. It's a sound that,
seen through an ambient veil of mastermind
Fearsome Brave, ends up working almosttoo
well. Vocal tracks by John Lee Hooker,
Lightning Hopkins, Dee Hound Dog Jeffs and
others gel comfortably in a transiucent sheen
of classical cello, violin and piano. The results
are a delicatessen of the delicious and the
delectable; smoother than liquid chocolate and
as exotic as the curves of La Diabless.
Unbelievable. Chants And Dances Of The
Native American Indians was the firstvolume
which drew in a healthy double diamond cash
draw at retail that seems entirely capable of
being followed here. It's obvious that there are
more than a few discerning consumers out
there who are responding mightily to these
experiments of symphony and culture. Four
thumbs up. -RG

~Ambient

URSA MAJOR
Driven Deep
Solar Flare 6974-Independent
Contemporary rock in and around Toronto
hasn'tlost its flare for conservative chords and
the unflinching desire to pursue melody. It's an
interest which can be seen in a host of
upcomingindie bands in the city, most recently
in a band by the name of Ursa Major. Their
debut album, Driven Deep, is made up of
material that is made familiar by the time the
chorus for the first track (Don't Turn Away)

-Rock/Alternative

.

comes around for the second time. The track’s
easy rock sound and graceful structure from
a decade ago makes it one of those songs
that could have been evoked out of a radio
where it seems to be unavoidably destined for
(as of this writing, 102.1 The Edge has taken
interest). Singer/guitarist Craig Smith helms the
getup with an appealing, solid voice that is

“~backed by lead guitarist Colin Mills, bassist
 Barry Westin and Dan McGovern. We liked this

record, butmore than that, we think this band
has the talent and creativity to take themselves
farin the current alternative rock climate. We
restate for posterity that the trend seems to
be regressing rather than progressing and in
this sense this band scores full points for
bringing back something that might have been
forgotten when the "80s rounded the bend on
the "90s. Weight Of The World and Looking For
A Way allow the band to showcase the fact
that they’re not afraid of acoustic guitars and
are abject about those strong melodies. Song
writing never sounded so natural. Or so proper.
Definitely worthy of a spin or five. -RG

ERIC SERRA

The Fifth Element O.S.T.
Virgin 44203-F

Science fiction being all the rage now has
caused big budget Hollywood to outdo itself
with wild special effects and stylistic
extravaganzas. Hence The Fifth Element, not
yourtypical sci-fi fodder largely because of the
sheer volume of cash that has been dumped

-Soundtrack

TIPTRTURE 198 ®

SE FIETH ELEMEN

into creating as meticulously detailed a future
society as possible. Enter Eric Sierra, one of
the biggest players of soundtrack in film, with
credits ranging from academy award winning
The Big Blue, La Femme Nikita, The
Professional and more recently Goldeneye.
Serra uses all of his expertise to conjure up
as exotic a sound imagery as possible, with
middle eastern motifs, boomy orchestra, drum
and bass electronica and one pop song. Again,
it’s atypical soundtrack fare because of the
sheer scope of the thing, but still largely score
music in the long run. The best partis that this
album is showing on SoundScan’s chart (at
93 this week, down from 82 onits debut) which
argues that when you hit a public nerve with a
soundtrack you hit big. Nevertheless, the single
being serviced is Little Light Of Love, a clean
cut pop song which will be the first and last
word on this thing as far as any commercial
servicing goes. Co-produced by Serra and
Rupert Hine. -RG
RED HOT + LATIN -Latin
Various Artists

314 534 715-Q

When it comes to something like AIDS, silence
does indeed equal death. Which is why the
Latin musical community is making some noise
in support of a cure for this disease that has
too long held its scythe over the modern world.
The effort comes in the wake of last year’s
highly successful Red Hot + Rio, where many
a celeb contributed original material to bring
in funds for the good cause. Well, the folks
responsible for this disk realise that the grim
reality of the disease isn't going to make people
rush out to buy this disk and have therefore
packed it chock full of little goodies to help them
along the way. The Latin world is turned on its
head with tracks from Los Lobos, Sepultura,
Melissa Etheridge, Cibo Matto and
collaborations between Los Fabulosos

Cadilacs + Fishbone, Cafe Tacuba + David
Byrne, Cuca + Youth Brigade, Los Pericos -+
Buju Banton and Diego Frenkel + Laurie
Anderson. The results are as diverse as they
are unique with the bottom line {and dollar) on
a great selection of really hot tunes. All things
told, Red, Hot + Latin is sheer indulgence and
for that reason primarily it benefits from high
entertainment value and a good chance at
running the cause far into public sector once
again. Aworthy album with lots to choose from
so get out there and show your support. -RG

54-40

Sound Of Truth
(The Independent Collection)

Columbia 80279-H

The godfathers of the Canadian alterna-pop/
rock scene, 54-40 have been mainstays on
the music scene since the band’s inception in
1981. With a string of best-selling albums (Dear
Dear, Show Me, Smilin’ Buddha Cabaret, and
Trusted By Millions} and chart-topping singles
(Baby Ran, Miss You, Baby Have Some Faith,
Nice To Luv You, She-La), the B.C. collective
of Neil Osbourne, Brad Merritt, Phil Comparelli
and Matt Johnson has gone back to its indie
roots with this latest release. Sound Of Truth:
The Independent Collection marks the re-
release of two previous efforts, Selection --a
six-song EP -- and Set The Fire, originally on

-Pop/Alternative

the Mo=Da=Mu label and now out of print.
Since these two recordings were only released
in limited quantities on vinyl and cassette, fans
of the band will thrill at the chance to hear these
early 15 tracks. LT

THE SEAHORSES
Do It Yourself
Geffen-J
Although {sort of) born out of the ashes of the
now defunct Stone Roses, it would be unfair
to compare U.K. popsters the Seahorses to
the aforementioned group {the old apples and
oranges thing, really.) Chris Helme, John
Squire, Stuart Fletcher and Andy Watts have

-Pop/Alternative

created a melodic collection of insightful and
upbeat pop songs that could just as easily be
heard on a CHR format as on an alternative
new-rock station. Despite quirky titles like
Happiness Is Eggshaped, Do It Yourself should
not be mistaken for shallow pop vapidness.
There is some serious lyrical content to be had
here and more than enough cause for
introspection. Thefirst single, Love Is The Law,
offers up jangly alt-pop at its finest as do tracks
like Love Me And Leave Me and Round The
Universe. It would seem the 30 days the guys
spent recording with legendary producer Tony
Visconti (David Bowie, T-Rex, Wings, Badfinger
and Thin Lizzy) were well worth the effort. -LT

30 years. ..
p

o A

ALBUM PICK

TOAD THE WET SPROCKET
Coil
Columbia 67862-H

band name. Fans of Monty Python
snickered to themselves. All were left with
an indelible impression that can only be left
by a band that has truly found its musical
niche and mastered it. Subsequent
releases saw chart topping singles like
Walk On The Ocean, All | Want and Fall
Down all follow the mellow-pop pattern that
has become the Toad The Wet Sprocket
signature sound. Coil marks the fifth full-
length album from the Santa Barbara-based
band and, once again, stays close to the
path previously travelled, but far enough to
one side that the 12 new songs are fresh
and new. Although it had originally been
decided to go with a new producer, Coil
brings the total of collaborative releases

looking down from the top of the charts.

When Toad The Wet Sprocket made their debutin 1989, the general public was left with
a perplexed look onits collective face trying to figure out the meaning behind the cryptic

with cohort Gavin MacKillop to three. A new-found maturity is present in this release --
perhaps due in part to the fact that several band members became dads since the last
album. Whatever the reason, Coil makes for easy-listening pop that should quickly be

-Pop/Alternative

=

-LT




Shark scores Highway Man soundtrack

Geffen recording artist, Toronto-born
Shark, has been selected to score the
soundtrack for The Highway Man,
which will star Danny Aiello. Director
Keoni Waxman has used guitarist
Shark’s music in two of his previous
films.

Shark’s talent at composing film
music is recognized on both sides of
the border, resulting in approaches by
film makers in Hollywood and Canada.
His music is currently being considered
as part of the soundtrack of Dinner At
Fred’s, an upcoming Canadian film
directed by Shawn Thompson.

A graduate of Toronto’s Queen
street music scene of the *80s, Shark
gained an audience and valuable music
experience as the guitar/vocalist of The
Ramblers, a band that went on to play
extensively in the UK.

When the band returned to
Canada, Shark opted to remain in
London, joining Simon Tedd in putting
together Big Bam Boo, a band that
gained popularity throughout Europe
and went on to record for MCA
Records. The band was the first to
perform throughout the US at the Hard
Rock Cafe clubs and also toured the
US with Todd Rundgren. The band
scored a hit with Shooting From My
Heart, which was taken from their
debut album Fun, Faith and Fairplay.

Shark’s music performances and
his own compositions were included
in two independent films and in a
motion picture soundtrack from
Disney. His TV credits include music

heard on various TV programs aired
in the US on the ABC, NBC and Fox
networks as well as on the Sci-Fi
channel.

Shark’s musical creativity in
motion pictures hasn’t gone unnoticed
by the media. A critique by Kevin
Thomas of the L.A. Times of the Keoni
Waxman film, I Shot A Man In Vegas,
starring Janeane Garofalo, read in part,
“Waxman has chosen well with his
composer, Shark, whose spare mood-
setting score is superior to many in far
more expensive movies.” The film
made its debut in December of 1996
and is scheduled for a wide release this
year. Along with creating the entire
score, Shark contributed an additional
three songs for the film.

Not only is his guitar playing and
scoring adding to Shark’s stature in
motion pictures his on-camera
segments have also been rewarding. In
Waxman’s film, Countdown, starring
Lori Petty, Shark appears on camera
in scenes performing along with Paul
Cantelon. The scene was created by
Shark to feature Tryptich, a moderm
classical music group. His guitar work
in films includes his unique version of
Tom Jones’ hit It’s Not Unusual, that
was included on the soundtrack album
of the Disney film, Mr. Wrong, which
starred Ellen Dejeneres and Bill
Paxton. He also co-wrote Victim, a
song for a film starring Cameron Diaz,
and co-wrote This Misery, which is
heard on the soundtrack of Unhook The
Stars, starring Gena Rowlands and
Marisa Tomei. He is expected to be
working with Dan Rosen again, writer
of The Last Supper, on his newest
production, Dead Man’s Curve.

Shark’s TV credits are also
growing with his music having been
utilized by producers of Party Of Five
on ABC, a Rockford Files movie on
NBC, and the UR series now seen on
the Sci-Fi channel in the US.

On the record scene, Shark has
co-written most of the material on the
first two Wild Colonials albums for
Geffen Records.

Tarig continued from page 5

and gaining notoriety in a number of
Alberta newspapers and periodicals,
the A&R staff at EMI Canada were so
impressed with his indie-release,
Splat, that they sent a representative
to see him perform at an indie
showcase in Calgary. The result -- a
major-label four-album recording
contract.

“They’ve been really supportive
in letting me do things the way I want
to do them,” says Tariq of his new
colleagues at EMI.

The release of Basement Songs
and its first single Chevrolet Way, a
clever social commentary on narrow-
mindedness and misplaced machismo,

marks a starting point for the soft-
spoken performer that will, no doubt,
clear a path for a career destined for
success.

And despite his apparent aversion
for the term “folk singer,” Tariq admits
that his roots do, in fact, lie with the
genre.

“T started out as the guy with a
guitar by the campfire,” he says, “And
1 think now, it’s basically evolved into
more of an electric thing. But there’s
still a real songwriter’s basis behind it all.

“It’s kind of difficult to classify
my sound -- there’s a bit of blues and
even a bit of country in there,” he grins,
“But if I had to classify it, I'd say it’s
rock and roll with a bit of a
songwriter’s trip goin’ on.”

e,
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SONG 2

Blur - Blur

EMI 5562-F

THE IMPRESSION THAT | GET
The Mighty Mighty Bosstones - Let's Face It
Mercury 491 {comp 491} -Q

IT'S NO GOOD

Depeche Mode - Ultra

Reprise 46522-P

COLD CONTAGIOUS

Bush - Razorblade Suitcase

MCA 90091-J

STARING AT THE SUN

U2 - Pop

island 314 524 334-Q

WHERE YOU GET LOVE
Matthew Sweet - Blue Sky On Mars
BMG 614 223 113-N

CLUMSY

Qur Lady Peace - Clumsy

Columbia 80242-H

MONKEY WRENCH

Foo Fighters - The Colour And The Shape
Capital 12026 {promo CD}-F

NOT AN ADDICT

K's Choice - Paradise in Me

550 Music 67720-H ]

BLOCK ROCKIN' BEATS
Chemical Brothers - Dig Your Own Hole
Virgin 42950 (comp 6)-F

BATTLE OF WHO COULD CARE LESS
Ben Folds Five - Whatever And Ever Amen
550 Music 67762 {promo CDj-H
FREAK

Silverchair - Freak Show

Epic 67905-H

YOUR WOMAN

White Town - Women In Technology
Chrysalis 1473 {promo CD)-F

COME DOWN

Toad The Wet Sprocket - Coil

Columbia 67862 (promo CD}-H

CUBICALLY CONTAINED

-Headstones - Smile And Wave

Universal 81048-J

ELEGANTLY WASTED
INXS - Elegantly Wasted
Mercury 314 534 531-Q.

BEEN IT
The Cardigans - First Band On The Moon
Stockholm 33117 {comp 491}-0
SENI-CHARMED LIFE
Third Eye Blind - Third Eye Blind
Etektra 62012-P

SPRINGTIME IN VIENNA
The Tragically Hip - Live Between Us
Universal 81055 (Promo CD)-J

6 UNDERGROUND
Sneaker Pimps - Becoming X
Virgin 42587 {Comp 6}-F

IF YOU COULD ONLY SEE
Tonic - The Lemon Parade

Palydor 31543 1042-Q
ANDROMEDA
Zuckerbaby - Zuckerbaby

PolyGram 314 534 657-Q

HOME

Econaline Crush - The Devil You Know
EMI 38244-F

LAST NIGHT ON EARTH

U2 - Pop

Island 314 524 334-Q

GONE AWAY

The Offspring - [xnay On The Hombre
Columbia 67810 {promo CD)-H
PUSH

Matchbox 20 - Yourself Or Someone Like You
Lava/Atlantic (comp 97315 vol.315)-P
CHEAPSKATE

Supergrass - In It For The Money
Parlophone 55228-F

- SUNDAY MORNING

No Doubt - Tragic Kingdom

Interscope 90003-J

THE END IS THE BEGINNING IS THE END
Smashing Pumpkins - Batman & Robin 0.S.T.

Wamer 92716 7927164-P

FRIEND OF MINE

treble charger - Maybe It'sMe

Smokin' Worm/ViK 47023-N
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The top-selling albums compiled from a national
sample of retail store and rack sales reports
collected, compiled iy ©

SoundSca.

and provided by

(1111 LLETHI

W Lw W0 - JUNEZ, 1997
1 NEW TRAGICALLY HIP 35 NEW BOB CARLISLE 68 NEW SAMMY HAGAR
Live Between Us (Universal) 81055 Butterfly Kisses [Jive) 39691 Marching To Mars (Universal) 11627
2 1 4 NOw!2 36 26 16 1997 GRAMMY NOMINEES 63 45 9 JONSECADA
Various Artists (Warner) 35296 Various Artists {PolyGram) 553292 Secada (EMI) 55897
3 2 24 SPICEGIRLS 37 27 10 AEROSMITH 70 55 16 SILVERCHAIR
Spice {Virgin) 42174 Ning Lives (Columbia) 67547 Freak Show (Epic) 67905
4 3 18 OURLADY PEACE 38 30 14 LIVE 71 67 30 JAMIROQUAI
Clumsy (Columbia) 80242 Secret Samadhi (Radioactive) 11590 Travelling Without Moving {Columbia) 91109
5 6 & SAVAGE GARDEN 39 29 9 THESAINTO.S.T. 72 50 3 ROMY & MICHELE'S...0.S.T.
Savage Garden {Columbia} 67954 Various Artists {Virgin) 42959 Various Artists {Hollywood) 162098
6 5 3 HANSON 40 35 34 LEANN RIMES 73 72 5 BESTKIDS DANCE
Middle Of Nowhere (Mercury) 34615 Blue {Curb) 77821 Groove Club Kid (Popular) 83119
7 4 34 NODOUBT 41 33 16 THE OFFSPRING 74 80 34 BLACKSTREET
Tragic Kingdom {Interscope) 90003 Ixnay On The Hombre {Columbia) 67810 Anather Level {Interscope) INTSD 90071
8 NEW FOO FIGHTERS NEW WMEREDITH BROOKS 75 89 10 THE SIMPSONS
Colour And The Shape (EMI) 55832 Burring The Edges (EMI) 36919 Songs In The Key Of S {Atfantic) 72723
9 NEW GREAT BIG SEA 43 NEW NEW COUNTRY 4 76 49 15 MASSIVE DANCE HITS Vol. 2
Play (Warner) 18592 Various Artists (Warner) 35328 Various Artists (Warner Bros.) 83100
10 7 34 AMANDA MARSHALL 44 39 34 SHERYL CROW ) 77 84 5 DELERIUM
Amanda Marshall {Columbia) 80229 Sheryl Crow {A&M) 314 540 587 Karma (NTW) 30113
11 8 33 BACKSTREET BOYS 45 31 27 BUSH 78 53 15 VERUCA SALT
Backstreet Boys (Jive/Zomba) 15981 Razorblade Suitcase {Interscope) 90091 Fight Arms To Hold You (Geffen) 30001
12 10 25 WALLFLOWERS 46 34 5 GEORGE STRAIT 79 55 3 ALLURE
Bringing Down The... {MCA) 90055 Carrying Your Love {Universal) 11584 Allure (Epic) 67848
13 NEW BOOT CAMP CLIK 47 42 34 BECK! 80 73 34 SHANIA TWAIN
For The People {EMI) 50646 Odelay (Geffen) 248231 The Woman In Me (Mercury) 314 522 886
14 9 34 CELINE DION 48 38 34 MOIST 81 68 11 ZACHARY RICHARD
Falling Into You {Columbia) 33068 Creature (EMI} 7243 8 36188 Cap Enrage ({Select) 71093
15 11 9 HITZONE3 48 37 30 DEANA CARTER 82 86 3 PLUS BELLES COMEDIES
Various Artists {Sony) 24032 Did | Shave My Legs {EM!) 96060 Various Artists {Select} 79337
16 NEW MICHAEL JACKSON 50 62 5 KENNYLOGGINS 83 75 33 MARILYN MANSON
Blood on The Dance Floor (Epic) 68000 Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow (Sony) 67986 Antichrist Superstar {Nothing/interscope} 90086
17 13 28 SPACE JAM 0.S.T. 51 43 15 MARK MORRISON 84 57 15 LEANN RIMES
Various Artists {Atlantic) 82961 Mark Morrison (Warner Bros.) 17252 Early Years (Curb) 77856
18 NEW KRS-ONE 52 36 6 INXS 85 77 2 treble charger
| Got Next (Jive) 41601 Elegantly Wasted {Mercury/PolyGram) 34531 Maybe It's Me (BMG) 47023
18 15 5 BEE GEES 53 NEW CHICAGO 86 75 21 GINUWINE
Still Waters (PolyGram) 37302 Heart Of Chicago (Warner) 46554 Ginuwine.... The Bachelor (Epic) 67685
20 12 34 JEWEL 54 32 5 YANNI 87 56 11 MICHAEL FLATLEY
Pieces Of You {Atlantic} 82700 In The Mirror (Private Music} 82150 Lord Of The Dance (PolyTel) 533757
21 83 2 NL.C. MARIO DAN 55 50 5 CLUBCUTZS 88 91 7 SYLVAINCOSSETTE
Various Artists {Push The Label} 40096 Various Artists (Ariola) 45775 Blanc {Select) 70716
22 11 12 U2 56 47 14 ERYKAH BADU 89 141 19 CARDIGANS
Pop {Island) 524334 Baduizm {(MCA) 53027 First Band On The Moon (PolyGram) 33117
23 17 5 MARY J. BLIGE 57 45 13 DANCE MIX USA '97 90 59 49 CELINE DION
Share My World {Universal} 11619 Various Artists {Quality) 11256 Live A Paris {Columbia) 80238
24 16 6 DEPECHE MODE 58 43 14 THE TARANTINO CONNECTION 91 71 23 GROOVE STATION 3
Ultra {Reprise) 46522 Various Artists (MCA) 80325 Various Artists {Ariola) 43119
25 20 9 NOTORIOUS B.1.G. 59 52 6 ROMEOQ & JULIET 0.S.T. VOLUME 2 92 5 27 ROCH VOISINE
Life After Death (Blues Boy) 073011 Various Artists (EMI) 55567 Kissing Rain {RV International) 51418
26 18 34 TONIBRAXTON 60 41 10 WHITE TOWN 93 82 2 THEFIFTH ELEMENT 0.S.T.
Secrets (La Face) 26020 Women In Technotogy (Chrysalis) 56129 Various Artists {Virgin} 44203
27 19 & CHEMICAL BROTHERS 61 51 3 HEADSTONES 94 79 g KISS
Dig Your Own Hole {Virgin} 42950 Smile & Wave (Universal) 81048 Greatest Hits (Polytel} 534725
28 25 12 JONNY LANG 62 70 9 MATCHBOX 20 95 74 34 ELTON JOHN
Lie To Me (A&M) 00640 Yourself Or Someone Like You {Lava) 92721 Love Songs (MCA) 11481
29 22 11 COLLECTIVE SOUL 63 48 7 GROSSE POINT BLANK 0.S.T. 86, NEW ANDRE RIEU
Disciplined Breakdown {Atlantic} 82984 Various Artists (PolyGram) 828867 From Holland With Love {PolyGram} 22933
30 23 10 DAFTPUNK 64 61 14 BLUR 97 NEW PATRICK NORMAN
Homework (Virgin} 42609 Blur {EMI) 55562 Guitare (Select) 78088
31 28 30 ROMEO & JULIET 0.S.T. 65 53 15 BETTE MIDLER 98 NEW JOHN FOGERTY
Various Artists (EMI) 37715 Greatest Hits (Warner) 80667 Blue Moon Swamp (Warner) 45426
32 40 2 PUREENERGY VOLUME 4 66 54 34 ALANIS MORISSETTE 98 89 33 112
Various Artists {Quality} 81997 Jagged Little Pill (Maverick) 45901 112 {Bad Boy) 73009
33 21 8 MADEIN THE '80S 67 NEW ANDRE RIEU 100 92 34 KEVINPARENT
Various Artists {Quality) 11260 Vienna | Love {PolyGram) 287861 Pigeon D'Argile (Select} 74507
34 24 25 MUCHMUSIC BIG SHINY TUNES

Various Artists [MCA) 81026
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released sophomore album, Playin’ For Keeps. A
first single, Born Again In Dixieland, hits radio June
5 and a summer tour that will see performances
from one coast to another will kick off June 14 in
Ft. McMurray, Alberta.

This year, McCoy is nominated for three Big
Country Awards: male artist, country song of the
year (All The Way) and songwriter of the year (with
Chris Lindsey for All The Way.)

CHARLIE MAJOR

Already a Big Country Award winner three times
over for favourite male artist and Canadian country
artist of the year, Ottawa native Charlie Major has
become a serious force to be reckoned with in the

PAUL BRANDT

It seems that winning a $1,000 prize at a talent contest during the 1992 Calgary Stampede was just the
first in a number of successes for Calgary native Paul Brandt. He began fostermg a passion for performmo

P - his own material while still in high school -- a passion
that drove him to enter talent contests and competitions
in both Canada and the U.S.

And although his faith and confidence in his talent
was far from wavering, Brandt -- ever the conscientious
student --decided to simultaneously pursue a career in
professional nursing rather than leave his future entirely
up to fate.

Following in the family tradition -- dad being a
paramedic and mom having returned to school to become
a registered nurse -- Brandt spent two years as a
_ paediatric nurse at Alberta’s Children’s Hospital in
Calgary where he often worked with terminally ill
children and experienced a wide range of human
emotion that he says comes through a lot in his
songwriting.

‘But fate would eventually intervene and bring
Brandt back to his first love, music, when he entered a
nationwide SOCAN contest and took the second place
performance prize as well as first prize for the Best
Canadian Country Song, Calm Before The Storm. Little
did he know the ramifications of this coup.

Calm Before The Storm, Brandt’s debut on Reprise
% Records, has seen remarkable success including two

number one singles I Do, which hit the top of RPM’s
Country 100 on August 26/96 and My Heart Has A History which was at number 1 in April/May of *96.
Both songs merited SOCAN #1 Awards.

This year, Brandt is nominated for three Big Country Awards: male artist, song of the year (My Heart

Has A History) and album of the year (Calm Before The Storm.)

JASON MCCOY

Copping last year’s Big Country Outstanding New Artist award seems to have propelled this 26-year old
Minesing, Ontario native towards bigger, better and brighter things.
MCA’s decision to release a string of albumless singles spawned the label’s subsequent release of

Canadian country music scene.

In the past few years, Major has hit the
listening public with a debut, The Other Side --
which spawned an incredible six #1 singles, reached
the top of RPM’s Country Albums chart and is
nearing double platinum sales -- as well as a
sophomore release, Lucky Man, that has produced
such hits as Tell Me Something I Don’t Know
(which reached #1 on RPM’s Country 100 March
14/96) and It’s Lonely I Can’t Stand (which hit the
top May 13/96.)
= e Of course, prior to these phenomenal successes,
Major made an indelible impression on the country
community in the U.S. with his penning of the #1
Ricky Van Shelton hit Backroads in 1990. Using
his songwriting finesse, Major parleyed his way
into a record deal with Arista Records and BMG

his self-titled debut. This Used To Be Our Town,
Learning A Lot About Love and Candle reached the
top of RPM’s Country 100 July 31/95, November 13/
95 and March 18/96 respectively. A fourth single, All
The Way, made it to the number 4 position.

Extensive touring, including dates with Martina
McBride and John Berry, proved fruitful in making a
name for himself as McCoy went on to win two CCMA
awards as 1996’s Vista Rising Star and best male
vocalist as and as well garner two 1997 Juno
nominations.

Appearances on Rita & Friends, Inside Country,
The Country Beat as well as TNN’s Music City
Tonight have propelled McCoy into the public eye and
given him the opportunity to make some musical
connections -- including Delbert McLinton, Al
Anderson and former Stevie Ray Vaughn band-mate
Reese Wyans -- who will show up on his soon-to-be-

and the rest, as they say, is history.

A Juno award winner in ’94, ’95 and ’96 as
favourite country male vocalist, Major has become
one of the biggest success stories of the *90s. His
significant  commercial .and  critical
accomplishments have made him a household name
and his rich crooner’s voice have kept him a
favourite.

This year, Major is nominated in four Big
Country categories: favourite male artist, album of
the year (Lucky Man), song of the year (Waiting
On You) as well as two nods in the songwriter of
the year category (Waiting On You and with Barry
Brown for Tell Me Something I Don’t Know.)
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L ——— D) JANE STEELE

Music has always been the focus for newcomer Duane Steele, who admits
that the bug bit him early on after starting a band called Northern Sunrise
with a few friends and cousins at the tender age of 14.

After playing in bar bands and spending time as a forestry surveyor in

. Northern Alberta, this Hines Creek native forged ahead into the music scene

and formed The Rock’N’Horse Band, a foray that garnered several hit singles

. . as well as a 1992 Juno nomination in the best country duo/group category.

Never one to give up a dream, Steele ventured back to Nashville after

i : the band’s demise and captured the interest of the Warner/Chappell publishing
. house. A showcase of new material during 1994’s CMW in Ca]gary further
impressed  Mercury/ —= :
: . Polydor Canada President : - e = f'
- Doug Chappell and = : 3

merited Steele a contract
as the first country artist
signed directly to Mercury
in Canada.

P.O. Box 423 marked
Steele’s Mercury debut to
the listening public and

. with hits Anita Got
Married, Stuck On Your
Love and Two Names On

An Overpass, it’s easy to
see that quite a few more
people had been

[ impressed.
This past year saw
inati the

nominations at
CCMA’s for favourite
male vocalist as well as %
the Vista Rising Star Award.

This year, Steele is nominated for two Big Country Awards: favourite
male artist and song of the year (Stuck On Your Love.)

Dg ~ The assault of Canadian talent on Nashville is being aided by Kitchener-

»R Waterloo native Jamie Warren, an artist with a diverse musical background
Aw and a string of hit singles that date back to 1983.

Warren, who lassoed the Big Country Outstanding New Artist award in

1985, admits that it has taken time for his talent to be recognised nationally

and internationally. But instead of selling out to what he thought might attract

[ ]
a huge audience, he maintained his personal pop/rock-injected style of singing
and songwriting and has found a more than appreciative audience in today’s
new country scene.

With his debut album, Fallen Angel, on the River North Nashville label
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