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 Would you call a friend from half across the world ?
If you’ll let us have his name and town and siate,
You shall see and Kear your crackling question hurled
Across the arch of heaven while you wait.”
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The Staff Magazine of the Marconi Companies

Epiror: Mr. E. BLARE, 12-13 Henrietta Street, W.C. 2, to whom all communice-
tions should be addressed.

Editorial Notices

(1) Itisintended that each Hon. Correspondent shall act as receiver and forwarder
of all contributions made by those members of the staff whom he represents, and
collect news and notes of interest relating to his department, section, depdt or
station. .

(2) The contributions desired include departmental notes of transferences,
promotions, resignations, etc., sports and social events, interesting non-technical
news of daily work, articles on topical subjects, skeiches, photographs and letiers.

(3) Contributions for any given month should be forwarded not later than the
15th of the previous month; they should be written in ink and on one side of the
paperonly : yetitis desirable, but not essential, that * copy ' ' should be typewritten.

(4) The Editor will welcome suggestions with a view to improving the Magazine.

Honorary Correspondents to “‘ The Aerial ”

Marconi House
Accountant’s Department L5 o N . Mr. A. B. Whetham.
Cashier’s Department h i Mr. W. J. Everett.
Claims and Insurance Department Mr. D. French.

Contract Department 5 o . Mr. G. Elkin.
Drawing and Designs Office 3 3 : . Mr. Ainsley.
Chief Engineer’s Department 5 . Mr. H. Ingleton.
Engineering Order Departmeat . z . . Mr. A. Dalgairns,
Field Station Department 5 o 3 . Mr. A. Shore.
Marconi House W.T. S.ation . 5 . . Mr.T. A. Wood.
Order and Shipping Department 3 3 . Mr.F. W, Perks.
Patent Department . g : L J . Mr. A. Benjamin.
Research Department A g o 3 . Mr. J. Malin.
Secretary’s Department . ; D N . Mr. F. Atkin.
> s o (Typists) 4 . . Miss D. Courtial.
Ship Equipment Department . 3 3 . Mz, A. T. Cadman.
Superintending Engineer’s Departmen o . Mr. J. P. Clark.
School . . Mr. A. J. Chesterton.

. Inspectors . Mr. E. W. Hynes.
Traffic Department (M.LM.C. Co.) Operators . Mr. A. F. Goodliffe.

Clerical . Mr. J. T. Marler.

Traffic Department (M.W.T. Co.) . 2 . Mr. Walton (pro fem.).
Transier Pepariment : s o = . Mr. H. G. Garrett. -
Direction Finding Department . . . 5 . Mr. Keen.
Library . a a o 5 5 2 . Mr. A. Avanzini.
Stations, Depots, etc.
Caleutta . 5 5 " 5 o A . Mr. D. C. Brown.
Cardiff . e 5 3 o 5 . . Mr. F. Jones.
Carnarvon g 3 A & L g . Mr.G. E, Hindson.
Athletic Club & B . . Mr. R. A. Young.
Research Department . 5 . Mr. C.S. Agate.
Chelmsford { Testing Department d d . Mr. C. H. Ford,
Valve Experitnental Department . Mr. W. Pettengill
Works E B ) o . Mz C. A. Moth.
Clifden . 5 3 o ] g 5 . Mr. F. Skeet.
East Ham . 5 . S 5 o . Mr. H. A. Whitmore.
Fenchurch Street . 3 5 5 & 5 %r. 1.:_\ j]'.ﬁl:gty: g
r. F. Jefferies.
Glasgow . 5 5 a S 5 & {Ml‘- D. M. Sproat
Hull 3 L g g . 5 9 . Mr. W. E. Snow.
Liverpool 5 7 h 3 s § . Mr. J. Connell.
Montreal ; 3 . o B A . Mr. J. C. Hawkhead.
Murcar . 3 : 3 3 5 3 . Mr. H. W. Taylor.
Naples . 5 3 o 3 E : . Mr. Emanuele Cofano.
Newcastle 5 S 5 A : 5 - Mz. P. S. Halvorsen.
New York g A 5 5 > 5 . Mr. L. C. Stein.
Ozxford {Cumnor Hill) g n ! s . 1;\{/{- \r];f l}’{ P?nsford.
Engineering h 4 d A H r. B. Pontifex.
FPoldhu {Operating 3 g : o 3 . Mr, P. Treacy.
Rio de Janeiro b ad T d o X = %r. J. I\}au&icg& o
essrs. J. Moody and S. D.
Southampton . i ¢ o G o . {Sl oggett.
Towyn . 5 6 o 5 5 5 . Mr. W. G. Sutherland.
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Editorial
UP to the present we have contrived to lay bare two impoftant

principles of success and to hack away a certain amount of tangled

rubbish which étraggled across our path. 'The more I ponder
about success the plainer I see how great is the quantity of silly shibboleths,
sham wisdom and uninspiring, mischievous catch-phrases written around
the subjett. Allow me to kick aside one particularly obétruttive patch
of fungi.

I have in mind the school of thought—so they call it —which finds
expression in such incantations as “ I can and I WILL ” and “ If you
lack opportunity, CREATE IT.” 'The profound thinkers of this New
Thought teach that such sayings are tonics ; they produce little magazines
and booklets (with advertisements of spiritualitic mediums and quack
inétitutes included) glorifying the power of the will, the virtue of a
diet of beans and water, and the vitalising properties of complicated
massage exercises which muét be performed before meals and after reading
ten lines of Marcus Aurelins. Wonderful !

“1I can and I will” sounds very fmme, but what does the disciple of
New Thought say when time proves that after all he couldn’t? Some-
thing very ingenious, we may be sure. Let us subétitute * It looks
possible ; Tl try it.”

As to the creation of opportunity, this seems to demand a Machiavel-
lian power few are born with or can hope to acquire. My own opinion
is that a man who has progressed to the $tage at which he can command
events is already highly successful and ought to be satisfied. Beyond a
few clumsy moves, such as throwing the Manager’s daughter into the
canal in order to rescue her and gain approbation from a grateful (and
promoting) father, I confess I do not see how the game is to be played.
I much prefer opportunity to knock at my door in the good old-fashioned
way.

yDo not imagine that New Thought is to be railed at as * new-fangled.”
T am all for giving “ new-fangled ” ideas a trial. The fault of the New
Thought is that it is not new and it is not thought; it is “ gas,” as
suffocating as that from which St. Paul found the Athenians to be
suffering. As an escape from the boredom born of laziness or the weak-
ness engendered by listless surrender to circumstances, people cry out for
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“some new thing ”; they look to find some unexpected power in a
cryptic phrase or a grotesque gymnastic exercise—witness the manifold
“cults ” of the (pre-war) Upper Ten, the Planchette parties, the Buddhism-
and-water, the sour-milk craze, and the grosser forms of spiritualism.

There is but one way to success for each of us, but each muét zatke
4is own. Undemeath the rafle of New Thought and all its entangling
off:shoots we come upon the good road metal, and on these $tones one
seems to see written by previous wayfarers that the desired goal camnot
be reached by fantastic dances or by *“ Ten Easy Lessons by Pot.” The
ultimate measure of your success is a measure of what is within you, not of
what there is in books or teachers. A man finds his true level as surely as
does water, but with this difference : the water is bound to go downhill,
whereas the man may choose to go either down or up. There is no
permanent $tability, and no rest in-the universe. The paths of the
celetial bodies, once the symbols of the unchanging, are altering ; the
very elements, once believed to be the primal bricks of the inorganic
world, are subjeé to the process of evolution. 'The rule is, live or decay,
progress or retrogress—and there is no escape from this; you cannot
stand $till.

Thus I venture to propound the third principle which has been ob-
served, consciously or otherwise, by successful men. It is this: Constant
endeavour, or, in colloquial phrase, keeping everladtingly at it. We
mut hit hard, hit in the right place, and keep on hitting—alike in war
or business. 'The man who means to win and who goes about it
in a winning $tyle is bound to win, yer the prize will not necessarily be the

one he sought.
L & »

Membership of the AW.T.

We are informed that the following notice has been issued to the
staff :— :

“Tue Company has had its attention invited to the fack that members of
the Staff who are not members of the Association of Wireless Telegraphists
are having pressure put upon them to join the Association.

The Company desires it to be clearly understood that whil§t they
have agreed to recognise an association of members of its staff, every
member of the &taff must be free to join the Association or otherwise as
he himself may desire.

In no circumétances will a member of the §&aff be prejudiced with
the Company in consequence of his being or not being a member of the
Association.” .
(Sgd.) Goorrey C. Isaacs, Managing Director.
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Notes from Chief Engineer’s Office

R. R. K. RICE, after completion of his leave, has left for
M Portugal. Mr. H. 8. Tisshaw with Mr. H. Wood arrived at

Timor on 26th Auguét, 19rg. Mr. H. Caswall with Rigger
Heany arrived at Athens on the 17th Auguét, 1919. Mr. G. J. Boome,
Rigger Wood and Operator Brown have arrived back from Spitzbergen.
Messrs. Boome and Wood will again shortly be leaving England for work
at Bear Island, Norway.

The following Engineers have retumned from Admiralty Strategic
Stations abroad and are now on leave and ‘will shortly be demobilized
from the R.N.V.R.:—S8ec.-Lt. J. H Lloyd, Sec.-Lt. S. B. Smith, Sec.-
Lt. F. C. Turner, Sec.-Lt. A. W. Ladner, Sec.-Lt. J. H. Shannon,

Mr. Kindersley has now returned to the office after his illness.
* > *

Athletic Club Dance

A pance was held at Sloane Square on Saturday, 20th September. Dancing
commenced at 7.30 ».M., about sixty people attending. The band was
all that could possibly be desired, which caused everyone to throw them-
selves into the many and varied items on the programme with the utmost
enthusiasm. Amongst the ladies some very pretty frocks and dancing were
observed. Nearly all departments of the Company were represented.
This highly successful evening came to an end all too soon at 11.30 .M.
Taking into consideration the faét that the winter season is now practically
here, and dancing a very healthy exercise, it is to be hoped that a dance
will be held at least once a month on a larger scale, and where perhaps
bridge or whit may be included in the attracions.

Many thanks are due to Mr. Randell (Welfare Superintendent),
who worked very hard for the success of the evening.

E. A, WATKINSON.
s @

Mr. A. de Moncho, who has been in the service (M.W.T. Co.)
for a number of years in the Accountants’ Department, and latterly in the
Order Department, has been grantcd protracted leave of absence in order
that he may take advantage of an award which gives him the opportunity
to attend a Spanish University. He has been allocated to the University
of Valencia, where he will take up the &udy of Spanish, French and
commercial subje€ts. Zaya cor Dios, Mr. de Moncho, and good luck
attend your midnight oil. .
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The Wedding of Mr. R. P. French.

The Accountant’s Department

[ is our pleasant duty to congratulate Mr. R. P. French upon the occasion
of his marriage to Miss Doris E. McConnell, which took place on 16th
August. g

Mr. French, who has recently returned to this Department from the
Wireless Press, has the good wishes of all for his future happiness.

Owing to the large number of new men recently cngaged in this
Department, some difficulty was experienced in providing seating accom-
modation—the rumour that $tools were let on hire at rd. per hour (no
tax) to the newcomers is, however, unfounded.

We have welcomed back Messrs. “I'homas and Stokes, both of whom
have been “ demobbed.”

The Cashicrs are working under conditions which, though temporary,
must be rather annoying, for they have suffered * evi€tion ” from Room 5
during Stra¢tural alterations, and are relegated to the hall and lobbies.

A.B.W.
* * * .
Miss K. Dumas, who has been on the Head Office Staff for about six
and a hall years, terminated her services with the Company on the 23rd
Aagust, and was married on the 1st September to Mr. I. Wood, at the
Church of St. Mary of the Angels, Bayswater. The honeymoon is being
spent in the Lake District. Our bet wishes go with her.

W@@W@W@WW‘W@@@@@@@WWW‘@W@
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Marconi House Library

HE Librarian desires to take advantage of the pages of The Aerial

to send greetings to those colleagues who have in the paét visited

his room on the fourth floor of Marconi House, and to suggest,
to those who have not hitherto put in an appearance that he is always
ready to place his services at their disposal.

It is true that hitherto the supply of books has been modeét in its
range; but like a snowball it will gather in volume (or may I say
“ volumes”’) as it rolls. Perhaps not all members of the §taff realise
what is to be found already on the shelves, and a few words on this subject
may not prove out of place.

The present number of volumes and pamphlets attains the respectable
total of 1,800 ; and in addition to works on Wireless T'elegraphy and "Tele-
phony a number of general reference books finds a place, together with
allied sciences, such as Physics, Mathematics and Chemigtry. A small
but representative number of works dealing with general literature and
fittion are also available.

The Library receives for circulation the transations and proceedings
of technical intitutions as well as a number of magazines and periodicals
of scientific and general interest.

Business is conduéted on the lines of a reference and lending library.
Books may be borrowed free of charge in accordance with the rules by
any member of the §taff during business hours, and catalogues may be
scen on application. 'The Library is open to all operators or others
visiting the Head Office for reference or borrowing, and should be of
great help to men who contemplate buying scientific books, for they can
here ascertain at first-hand those which are best suited to their needs.
As soon as more room is available, it is hoped to establish a reading-room
in connection with the Library.

Additions to the Library during the Past Month.

Pitman’s Dictignary of Secretarial Law and Practice. A Comprehensive Encyclopeadia of
Information and Direction on ali matters connected with the work of a Company Secretary:
Edited by Puivie Tovey, F.C.I.S. Third Edition, 1919. (Pitman.) 35s. net. o

Pitman’s Dictionary of Book-keeping. A book of reference on all matters concerning book-
keeping* and accountancy for students, teachers and practitioners. By R:. J. PorTERS.
(Pitman.) 6s. net.

The Oscillation Valve. The Elementary Principles of its Application to Wireless Telegraphy.
By R. D. Bancay. 1919. (The Wireless Press, Ltd.) 3s.

The Thermionic Valve and its Development in Radiotelegraphy and Telephony. By J. A.
FrLeMing, F.R.S. 1919. (The Wireless Press, Ltd.) 15s.

Useful Notes on Wireless Telegraphy. By H. E, PENrosE. 1919. (The Wireless Press, Ltd.)
15. 6d. post free. Book I.—Direct Current. }ook 1I.—Alternating Current. Book III,—
High TFrequency Current and Wave Production. Book 1V.—The 1§ kw. Ship Set.
Book V.—The Oscillation Valve.
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OBITUARY
WE announce with deep regret the death of Mr. Alexander
Wilson, M.E., which occurred at Ilford on Thursday, the
25th of September.

The Marconi Company was represented at the funeral by
a member of the Drawing and Designs Department. Amongst
the numerous wreaths were those sent by the Heads of En-
gineering Departments of the Company, the Office and the
Chelmsford Works.

In the past Mr. Wilson held prominent positions both at home
and abroad, and joined the Engineering Staff of the Company in
December 1899 ; of later years he has been associated with
the Drawing and Designs Department on the mechanical side,
where his great experience was most valuable.

* * *

Friends and colleagues of Inspector C. Macrae will be sorry
to learn that he died from tuberculosis on the 3oth September,
1919, after a prolonged and painful illness. Mr. Macrae, be-
fore being appointed to the InspeCtion Staff, served as an
Operator on many of the large Atlantic Liners sailing between
Liverpool and the United States, and was well known in shipping
circles. He was of a kindly and genial disposition, and will be
missed by all his associates in Liverpool. He leaves a wife
and three young children, to whom we extend our sincerest
sympathy.

¢ * *

A New Wireless Journal

Reapers may be interefted to know that The Wireless Press has just
published the fir§t number of a high-class magazine called T’4e Radio -
Review, which will contitute a monthly record of scientific progress in
radiotelegraphy and telephony. It is edited by Professor G. W. O.
Howe, D.Sc., M.LLE.E., assisted by Mr. Philip R. Coursey, B.Sc.,
A.M.I.E.E., and will be contributed to by the world’s leading radio
men. All intereSted in the higher §tudy of eleCtric wave phenomena
are well advised to keep in touch with this new enterprise.
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Wisdom While You Wait—II1.

E aspired to be a Writer. 'Though Bursting with Wisdom, he
Hlacked Common Savvy, and took the Wrong Turning. Hence
he bombarded Fleet Street with gems like these: ““ Random
Refle@tions on Lepidoptera ”; “ Bimetallism in Relation to the Chalk
Trade ”; “ Peroxide of Hydrogen : a Tone Poem in Fighteen Stanzas ” ;
<« A Theory of Stati€tics ”” ; “ The Common Mousetrap : How to make and
use it”’; “ Quaint Customs of Kurdish Clans.” Then he Counted his
Gains and went to find cheaper lodgings. After a time Editors uttered
Ungenteel Words whenever they saw his handwriting, and Sub-editors
refused to open the envelopes. They used to wait until a couple of
hundredweight had accumulated, and then send them back in a barrow.
The Writer pawned his waistcoat, and, being slightly dazed, $tood
a journaliét a drink on the proceeds. This Worthy repaid him by uttering
Wisdom worth many ducats concerning the Craft, concerning Editors,
and concerning the British Public. Accordingly the Young Scribe again
took pen and told the Public :—That two §trawberries had been observed
growing on a dust-heap at Carshalton; that at St. Ives a sparrow had
built its ne& inside the Mayor’s second-bedt wig; that an officer lately
returned from Archangel reported that 27.8 per cent. of the Finns suffer
from Blue Eyebrows as a result of §taring at the Midnight Sun ; that the
bride wore pink tulle, trimmed with Whortleberries, with green insertion,-
yellow gussets and no fulness to speak of in the blouse; that he met
Lady Lingree in the Park, and that she told him her Committee for teaching
Jazz to Dancing Bears was progressing admirably ; that Lord George
Johnson had joined the Board of the Postponed Irish Stew Syndicate ;
that if all the lists of O.B.E.’s were placed end to end they would—well,
you know.

He typed the addresses on the envelopes, and they were opened by
unsuspecting Editors. As a result he became The Rage. He achieved
command of three columns of an evening paper, met real live Duchesses
in the Park, and eventually wedded Lord George Johnson’s daughter.

Morai~Give your customers what they want, not what you think

they ought to want.
< *

- More Medals for Marconi Men

Tuz following gentlemen in the Company’s service have been awarded
the Meritorious Service Medal for their work during the war in the
RN.V.R. (8.W. Se&ion). Officially gazetted in T%e Times of 18th
September, 1919. :

Messrs. H. C. Wills, O. Tooth, A. Pink, W. Pettengill, G. H.
Lambert, A. E. Hill, and E. Blake.



112 , THE AERIAL Ocroser 1919
§60'100' WP LN O W@@@W’W@WW’@@@@W@W§

g THE SEAGOING STAFF §

Home Dep6ts and the Traffic Dept. §
§ (M.I.M.C. Co.) 3
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Staff Movements Enquiry Section
3 S stated in our firSt number, we are unable to publish the move-

ments of operators owing to the large amount of work entailed

in the preparation of such a record each month. In.order, however,
to go as far as possible towards meeting the widespread demand for in-
formation concerning the whereabouts of other employees, we have
decided to open an enquiry seftion. Readers wishing to know where, or
on what ship other members of the §taff are should write to the Welfare
Superintendent, Mr. W. Randell, Room 37, Marconi House, giving the
name (with initials) and $tatus of the person enquired about.

Although all enquiries will be dealt with as promptly as possible,
it should not be overlooked that even if only a week elapses between the
receipt of an enquiry and the publication of The derial, the subjett
of the enquiry may be again transferred during that interval. Every
effort will be made to give-the mo§t up-to-date information.

The facilities offered by this section are, of course, at the disposal of
all readers of The Aerial.

* L4 +

A Speéial Word to Operators

The suggeftion that the Enquiry Se@ion should be ingtituted was
sent in by an operator. 'The Companies’ operators constitute a very high
percentage of the §taff and accordingly our aim is to make The Aerial
Jheir magazine in a similar proportion. No other section of the Com-
panies’ employees can legitimately protest againét such a desire, for pro-
portional representation is a principle founded on commonsense and common
fairness. 'Will you help by letting us know how you think The Aerial
may be made of greater use to you ? It is edited by one who has been
“ through the mill ” since the early days when conditions were not as
they are now, who is known to many of you and who knows the difficulties
and ““ups and downs.” of your life and work. So far, you may think,
The Aerial has contained but little of interest to your fraternity. 'That
is our misfortune, but not our fault. Operators ‘are birds of passage ;
they come and go, often with but a short §tay ashore, and the difficulty
is to get into touch with them. But there is a penny (plus 34.) post.
You need not even expend the 13d. Give your letter to The Aerial
Correspondent of the fir§t dep6t at which you report, and he will do the

U LD LD LD L LD LD LN O S LD LD LD LM O LN LN L L L LD R LD



OcToBER 19IQ THE AERIAL 01y

WO & O LD L WD D WD D LD L LD D D D DD U 2P O D D e

ret. If you come to London we shall be pleased to see you at 12—13
Henrietta Street, W.C., especially if you have an idea of which you wish
to unburden yourself.

"The sea-going operator often feels out of touch with the old country.
The wheels of English life revolve while he is tramping the seven seas,
friends and acquaintances disappear while he is away, things happen of
which he hears but rumours—he is out of touch. Well, The Aerial
exi€ts to help people to keep in fouck. Back itup! One day you may
find yourself booked for a year or two on a remote foreign station duty—
say, Bombay to Shanghai—and you will be only too glad to have a
magazine packed with news of home. Help to make The Aerial the
magazine you will like to read when those days come !

* * *

The East Ham Depot

OeperaTors should have no further difficulty in finding this depot now
as the Company’s name, etc., has been painted on a big window facing
the direction of the station.

ADDITIONS TO STAFF.

Messrs. W. G. Martin from H.O., H. Oliver from Cardiff, and
L. A. Dods (late S.W.S.) are now attached to Eagt Ham Depbt.

Mr. A. E. Brown, of the Cardiff Deptt Clerical Staff, has resigned
from the Company’s service, and Mr. N. Sedding, late of the Sea-going
Operating Staff, has been offered and accepted the vacant position.

* L 4 &

The Hull Depot

HE wedding took place at St. John’s Church, Newland, Hull,
I on 8th September, 1919, at 1 p.M., of Mr. W. E. Snow and Miss
Dorothy Barker, followed by a reception at the bride’s home.
Mr. 8. Stansbridge and Mr. J. Starkey (who has ju&t returned from
annual leave) were present at the church. The happy couple left on
the 4.58 p.m. train for Brighton, where the honeymoon will be spent.
The derial wishes bride and bridegroom the best of everything.
Mr. A. Langley is at present in Hull on inspeftion duties, having
come from East Ham Depdt to relieve the present press of work.
Will operators please note the telephone number—Central 2429 ?
Operators from ships now in Hull who have resigned the Company’s
service: Mr. H. Bumett (8.S. Greldale), Mr. W. D. Lindsay
(8.S. Hatumet), Mr. K. A. Willison (S.8. Trelyon).
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The Savings Bank Scheme

Advantages for the Operator

T is hoped to announce shortly the opening of the Savings Bank for
Ithe Staff, and it appears an opportune time to draw attention to the
facilities and advantages the bank offers.

For the Operating Staff the Savings Bank offers a solution of many
little difficulties in connection with the payment of their salary, and will
enable an Operator to draw money when away from England.

Briefly, the proposed arrangement is this : every Operator may give
authority to the Company to pay a part of his salary to his account in the
Savings Bank. He will then receive from the Savings Bank a Deposit
Book with a tatement therein that his.account is being credited each
month with such amount.

One advantage of this is that the Operator will have money available
in many parts of the world ; for inftance, if a voyage to Australia is made,
at present the Operator draws from the Captain of his ship 10s. weekly
on account of salary, so that on arrival say at Sydney, he is not likely to
have a great deal of money available should he desire to make a purchase
there.

Under the above scheme if the Operator has arranged to have part
of his salary paid to his account in the Savings Bank, he would at Sydney
be able to call at the Agent’s Office and, provided he has sufficient to his
credit, draw up to 10 by slmply filling in a withdrawal form and pro-
ducing his Deposit Book.

Another advantage is this; we will presume the Operator is making
a voyage of long duration where he is not likely to require a lot of money ;
he can have part of his salary paid into the Savings Bank, and on his return
can draw up to /10 for his immediate needs and £25 paid to him on
giving three days’ notice.

In this case.the Operator benefits con31derably, as all the time he is
away his money is being placed to his account regularly and is carning
interest at the rate of g per cent. per annum ingtead of lying idle as it
does at present. When it is borne in mind that Operators who have
been away for some time commonly draw at present anything from /50
upwards, it will readily be seen that the interest is worth looking after.

LA *
Enquiries for Lodgings
Wiie all those who from time to time require addresses of lodgings,

please note that enquiries should be made to Mr. F. B. Rushworth,
Room 72-73, 5th floor, and now to the Welfare Department.
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Liverpool Depot
WE are pleased to learn that Second Operator G. Horton, ex the S.S.
Dunstan, who was placed in Hospital at Maranham on the 7th September,
1919, suffering from typhoid fever and in a serious condition, is now
convalescent and is expefted to return home on the S.S. Bewedict.

Messrs. J. T'. Williams, P. Greenstreet, and J. Reid have proceeded
to New York to take over the in§tallation on the ex-German Liner
Imperator.

Operators J. C. Cragg and J. A. Kemp have been assigned to the
S.S. Prince Frederick Wilkelm, P. W. Booth and S. H. Smart to the
S.D. Patricia. :

Mention should be made of the altion of Operator H. M. Peers
in volunteering to sail on the S.S. Regiza at fifteen minutes’ notice, in
place of Operator Richard Jones. 'T'he latter was informed just previous
to thesailing of the S.8. Regiza that his child was seriously ill. Operator
Peers sailed without any of his personal effets, and at great inconvenience
to himself. He is to be congratulated on his good fellowship, and we
are happy to report, that Mr. Jones’ child is now well again.

Alting-Tnspeétor P. B. May was married to Miss N. Higton at Chrit
Church, Salford, Mancheter, on the 3rd September, 1919. Operator
P. Greenstreet was married to Miss Doris Hagan on the 2nd September,
1919, at Chrigt Church, Sutton, Surrey, and the couple spent their honey-
moon on the Continent. We extend to Messrs. May and Greenstreet
our heartiest congratulations, and trust that they will have every happiness
and prosperity.

The Staff at the Liverpool Dep6t are pleased to welcome Mr. 5. M.
‘Warriner, of the Clerical Staff, back from his military duties. Mr. Warriner
joined up in the R.A.8.C. on the 29th September, 1915, and proceeded
to Malta on the 23rd November, 1915. Until the time of his return
to this country on the joth July, 1919, he was employed at Malt in the
Military Intelligence Office, and latterly was employed as Chief Clerk
in the Prisoner of War Camp at Malta. We are pleased to learn that
he had what he calls “ a cushy time,” but we are sorry to see that he is
now looking very worried, and is much concerned about the coal supply.
He is anxious to know where vaults number 8 and g are situated.

L 4 L4 L 4

The many friends of Mr. E. W. Hynes will be pleased to hear that
he has recently qualified for" an additional abatement of £25 from his
Income Tax Assessment. He says he wishes it were £50.
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The Southampton Depot

PRESENTATION was made to Mr. B. Newton by the
AOperating Staff attached to the Southampton Depédt prior to his
return to Marconi House.

The present consisted of a silver afternoon tea service. Mr. P.
Cleary in making the presentation on behalf of his colleagues wished Mr.
Newton the  Bet of Luck.”

Mr. Newton in thanking the Staff said the present, which was greatly
appreciated, would be a contant reminder of the three happy years
spent at Southampton.

Lieut. J. R. Robinson, RN.V.R., who has been four years abroad
on aftive service, and for whom Mr. Newton has been acting, has now
returned to the Southampton Depdt to take up his position as heretofore.
We all extend to him a hearty welcome.

Ox the 25th September, 1919, a presentation was made to Mr. R.R.
King on the occasion of his marriage to Irene, daughter of F. M. Prince,
of Stroud Green, the intereéting ceremony taking place at the Holy
Trinity Church in the town mentioned.

At present Mr. King is attached to Southampton Deptt and doing
duty on the S.8. Caesarea.

The gift consisted of a silver cake and butter dish, and was handed
to him by the Superintendent—Mr. B. Newton—who on behalf of the
Staff expressed the best wishes of all at Southampton.

*

* *
Joining a Ship in Mid-Atlantic
More especially of late years operators have been required to join ships
in §trange places and under $trange circumstances. We do not think,
however, that any operator has joined a ship in a étranger place than
did Operator H. E. Grayson, who was transferred from S.S. Vindelia
to S.S. Manxman in Lat. 42° 02’ N, Long. 47° 28’ W.

At noon on the 15th September, 1919, the 8.8, Pindelia was signalled
(International Code) by the §.8. Manxman, flying the Canadian Ensign,
“ Close I wish to communicate.” )

When communication by semaphore was obtained a request for a
W.T. Operator to go as far as Gibraltar was received from the Manx-
man, which vessel was without operators. »

A consultation between the Master, Chief Officer and Senior Operator
took place, and as the Junior Operator, Mr. H. E. Grayson, was agreeable,
he was transferred by boat to the Manxman. ¢ Easterly wind, smooth
sea and mod. wly. swell.” :

We “congratulate Mr. Grayson upon the alacrity with which he
$tepped into the breach.
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Important Notice to Operators
ON the 20th March la&t a memorandum dealing with the subjett

of special qualifications was circulated to the Operating Staff,
but the number of Operators who have responded thereto is
§uill small.

Operators having special qualifications would be well advised to
write to the Traffic Manager, Marconi House, London, setting out in
detail particulars of their special knowledge and experience, as it may be
to their advantage at some future date. A record of such qualifications
is kept at Head Office, and whenever a vacancy for a special appointment.
arises reference is made to this record to assiét in selefting the man best
qualified for the position. )

The memorandum referred to is numbered 1162, and any Operator
who has not yet had a copy can obtain one by application to the Superin-
tendent of the Depdt to which he is attached, or from the Head Office.

* » *

More Friendly Hints for the Béneﬁt
of all Concerned

Mewmsers of the Operating Staff who are at a loss to know where to
have letters addressed whilst they are on their travels will be glad to
know that the Welfare Superintendent is now prepared to look after
Operators’ letters, which may be addressed to his care, Room 37, Marconi
House, Strand, W.C.

Another point for Operators to note is, when reporting at the Head
Office they should place their name, time of arrival, and name of
ship, etc., in the reporting book provided in the vestibule. If these par-
ticulars are not placed in the book an Operator is apt to be overlooked,
considering the number of men passing in and out of the office daily.

In view of the faét that the Aldwych lift has been inoperative since
February lagt, the Operators will be pleased to hear that in the near future
they will receive all inétrutions on the ground floor. A waiting-room
is now under conétruction.

* * *
The following Operators have retumned from service on the Indian
Coa&t, and are now on leave of absence. H. J. Stanley, ]. Gilmour,

A. F. Naylor, J. T. Dunbar, W. P. Spurgeon, T. Dimning, L. D.
Macgregor, B. Clegg.
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The Cardiff Depot

In glancing through the first two numbers of T Aerial I notice that
so far nothing has been contributed by the above deptt.

Before the war Cardiff, as a wireless depot, was practically unknown,
but during the war it increased its altivities, and I think in future it will
be more prominent.

As this is Cardiff’s initial article, I cannot do better than follow others
in welcoming Tke Aerial and wishing it every success. In the Editorial
Notices it says that suggestions with a view to improving the magazine
will be welcomed. At present it strikes one that too little has been said
about the Marine Department, especially from the operator’s point of
view. If this could be remedied, I am sure it would appeal much wmore
to this se&ion. (Quite so! If the operalors will only realise that *“ The
Aerial” is waiting to hear from them, and will keep the corvespondents’
notebooks filled, this defect will cease to exist.—Ep.)

I have at present a scheme in hand for publishing the movement of
operators. which I will submit at a later date, and which will not entail
too much work and should prove pra&icable. (#e have already tackled
this problem. 8See p. 112._Ep.) :
’ N. A. Boon (5.8, Gorala).

* * *

One of our original Staff has recently left us for a career as an operator.
"This is Mr. G. Hodges who joined the Company in 1916 as junior clerk,
and is now junior operator on the 8.5. Loderer. We wish this smart young
man every success.

Judging by the results of the sports seftion report of the Welfare
Committec, Mr. Randell has been very busy, and is to be congratulated.

We at Cardiff envy the London Staff the pleasures to come! There
are some expert footballers, cuiéts, and card-manipulators at this depét
who could give other depéts a busy time. But, alas ! they are too far
across the Severn,

T'he $trike has done inspettors one good turn here. Since no ships
are coaling we can go about our duties with clean hands dnd faces, and
when we go to see the “ old man” about operators’ accommodation
we are no more greeted with *“ Nothing doin’. T'he other coalie’s been for
it.”  Our laundry bill has dropped 75 per cent. and we are allowed to
sit on the beét chairs !

L. E. Hucnss.

+* < ¢

All members of the International Trafic Department regret that
Miss E. M. Renton has severed her conneftion with the Company.
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Awards to Operators
The Merchant Ships’ Gratuities Committee

I E YHA'T Wireless Operators in the Mercantile Marine have * done
their bit ” during the war is generally known and admitted.
It is also common knowledge that the work, tedious and full
of danger as it was, was performed in a praiseworthy manner.

No reward or praise was expefted, each being satisfied with the know-
ledge that, by “ carrying on,” the greatet possible help was being rendered
to Great Britain and her Allies.

It is doubtful whether operators generally are aware that about the
end of 1916 or beginning of 1917 a Committee was formed by the
Shipping Controller, under the title of the Merchant Ships’ Gratuities
Committee, to consider cases of meritorious condu¢t coming to their
notice and to make suitable awards.

Since the formation of this Committec over 200 operators have
received monetary awards, the total amount digtributed being over £1,700.
Eight operators have each received two awards.

In addition to monetary awards the Committee of Lloyd’s have éwarded
the following :—R. S. Smith, Silver Medal; E. Kearney,* Bronze Medal ;
W. C. Bowey, Bronze Medal.

This by no means ends the liét, for there must be many cases where
operators have received awards diret from Shipping Companies, etc.,
details of which are not available.

When it is remembered that the Merchant Ships’ Gratuities Com-
mittee did not come into being until quite two years after the war’s com-
mencement, and that only those cases which “ come to the notice” of
the Committee were considered, there can be no question that the number
of cases of specially meritorious service can be safely trebled.

Wireless Operators may be juétly proud of the record of their service

during the war.
L4 L4 ¢

We are all pleased to hear that the following members of the
Operating  Staff have returned from the S.W.S. and R.N.R.:
S.W.S.—~Mr. L. A. Dods, Mr. R. A. Soar, Mr. P. R. Bird, Mr W. H.
Chick, Mr. R. V. Patrick. R.IN.R.—Mr. C. H. Bartlett, Mr. G.

Carruthers.

* On page 66 of T/e Aerial, No. 2, this name was erroneously printed
as Harvey.
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The Roll of Honour

3 RE wireless operators too modest ? The answer appears to be

in the aflirmative.

In May 1919.2 memorandum (No. 1163) was issued to all
members of the Operating Staff’ Stating that it was proposed to compile
a Roll of Honour, also outlining what it was intended the Roll of Honour
should comprise. Any Operator who considered himself qualified for
inclusion was requested to communicate with the Company, giving details.

Up to the present, however, only fifteen out of a Staff of about 5,000
have complied with the request.

Why all this hesitation ? If you have received a Naval or -Mlhtary
Decoration or have received an award or been mentioned or recognised
in the form of a letter for meritorious sérvice or conduét during the war,
please advise the Company. If you are unable to determine whether
YOUR case is applicable, write to the Company with full particulars,
and the Company will decide for you.

If you have not seen Memo. 1163 please apply for a copy from the
nearest Superintendent or from the Head Office.

It is intended to close the 1i¢t shortly ; therefore, before you leave
port again, we shall be glad if you will write, with details, to the Traffic
Manager, endorsing the envelope *“ Roll of Honour.”

% * L 4

Two New Wireless Companies

A new Dutch Company, called the Nederlandsche Telegraat Maatchappij
“ Radio-Holland,” has been formed with a capital of one million florins.
Under an agreement with the S.A.I'T. sans fil, which dates from
st April, 1919, the “ Radio-Holland ” acquires the rights of wireless
ingtallations on Dutch mercantile vessels (Netherlands and Dutch colonies)
and the contralls relating thereto.

L 4 * L 4

It is no doubt known to the members of the Staff that Mr. H. E. Penrose
left for South Africa in April Jagt. A small Company, under the title of
“The Wireless Agency, Limited,” has been registered in the Union with
a capital of £x,000. This concern, of which Mr. Penrose is a direftor,
will undertake the inspection of ships’ wireless installations, and such other
business as may be considered fitting.
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An Operator’s Experience of Direction-
Finding at Sea

E were bound from Gibraltar to Halifax, N.S., for orders

% ;s/ last April, when I had my fir opportunity of working with
direction-finding shore §tations and tefting the accuracy of the

bearings given. I was tationed by myself on a second-class cargo vessel,
fitted with a § k.w. set. We had made a fair passage across at the usual
eight knots, when, south of Sable Island, we encountered dense fog at noon
on the Thursday. As traders in that part of the Atlantic are aware, the
usual lead-line soundings are not of much avail owing to the numerous
banks, etc., and not as is usually met, the gradual shelving nature of the
bottom as one nears the coast. This rendered us without means of
navigation and our only course was to turn round and make for the open
sea again. However, T managed to obtain cross-bearings from two shore
$tations, Chebucto Head, at the entrance to Halifax, and Canso, situated
to the northward in the Gut of Canso. The captain did not place much
reliance in these bearings, which I obtained for the whole period of our
circling in this fog—fifty-six hours in all. I got these bearings about
every four hours, and they came in well with soundings taken at the same
time. After a while other vessels in the vicinity were also making use
of these cross-bearings, and the captain was forced, in the absence of other
means, to use these as the sole way of navigating the ship. Wireless
also proved of use in ascertaining the approximate position of other vessels,
and was used immediately on another Steamer answering our whigtle, for T
was able to get his course and give inétru@ions as to whether we were
going to port or &arboard of him. I obtained bearings all the while,
our greatest distance being one hundred and sixty miles, and a ship bound
to.-St. John, N.B., was heard getting them two hundred and twenty
miles distant from Chebu&o Head. We were unable to te&t the accuracy
of this working, as when cruising at about one or two knots we found
ourselves on receiving the cross-bearing in most unexpected positions, but
on the Saturday afternoon the weather cleared somewhat, and we were
successful in making Halifax. We judged that a single bearing from
Chebucto Head would bring us dire& to one of the two outer buoys on
the Sambro Bank. I obtained this bearing, and shortly afterwards we
sighted one of these two buoys, but were not quite certain as to which.
I then obtained another bearing, which proved the former bearing, and
gave us the information required, and put us right alongside the buoy,
better than any clear weather and sextants could have possibly done.
The captain bestowed the highe$t praise on the absolute accuracy of
these cross-bearings during the whole of the fifty-six hours, and said he
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would not hesitate to enter Halifax by these bearings another time
under similar conditions. Since we have been aware of the D.F. &tation
at the Lizard, we have not once passed without making use of this
reliable means of navigation. No less accurate are the results when the
D.F. gear is situated on board and bearings taken from the ordinary
commercial working of shore &ations. I bear in mind a case where an
operator with all “ home-made ” apparatus secured bearings from Mon-
santo and Ponto Delgada to a distance of over a thousand miles and was
not without bearings from the River Plate to Gravesend. I believe
direftion-finding work has been improved on the Canadian coasts by
the addition of another ftation at Cape Sable, which will of course check
results received from Chebuéto Head or Canso, should confirmation be

required. Y. K. L.

e e e

Enterprising ex-Marconi Men

"T'wo old servants of the International Co., Messrs. H. A. Flick and F.
Davies, have formed a company known as Provincial Wireless Colleges,
Ltd., for teaching telegraphy and telephony, and publishing and selling
techmcal papers and books. Both of these gentlemen are well known to
many operators, and will therefore be followed in their new career with
plénty of wishes for the good luck and success which their pluck merits.

I S

Mazssrs. H. A. Dossett, C. D. Gallagher and T. W. Bexson have resigned
from the Operating Staff, and have taken up clerical duties at the Head
Office.

Messrs. T J. Chapman and H. D. Kenworthy have returned to
England upon completion of their naval duties at Gibraltar.

Mr. G. Myron has been transferred from the Operating to the Clerical -
Staff and is now attached to the Hull Office.

Mr. E. W. G. Farrow, late of the Operating Staﬁ' is now serving
on the Clerical Staff of the Cardiff Depét.

Mr. D. M. Sproat is attached to the Glasgow Depot Clerical Staff,
having relinquished his operating duties.

Mr. E. A. Godsell has also * gone over ” from the Operating to the
Clerical Staff, having taken up a position on, the Liverpool Office Staff.

The Clerical Staff of the Head Office has recently been reinforced
from the Operating Staff by Messrs. W. P. Yelland, W. S. Jennens,
M. Monsey, C. A. Tumnbull, B. H. Drake, and L. ]J. King.
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The Marconi School

Oxe of the most difficult problems of demobilisation is that of absorbing
into industry those men who enligted before they had acquired a profession
and who now find themselves handicapped on account of their age. A
considerable number of young men received training in Wircless Tele-
graphy whilst serving in H.M. Forces, and the Company is prepared
to complete the training of a limited number, enabling them to obtain
their First-Class P.M.G. Certificate, when they will be appointed to the
Operating Staff.

During the earlier part of this year fifty members of the Augtralian
Imperia] Forces were, at the request of the A.L.F. Education Committee,
admitted into the School for a short P.M.G. course. The majority
of these men have completed their training and have returned to Autralia.

The Company is now prepared to consider the appointment of about
1,500 more operators, because it is estimated that these additional men
will be needed as a result of the coming reconstruction of the Mercantile
Marine and the New Wireless Telegraphy Bill. Many of these will,
no doubt, be drawn from the various schools of wireless. In addition to
this, operators who at present hold only the lower grades of certificates,
will be re-entered in the School for the completion of their training.

* * *

In a recent circular of the A'W.T. the Companies” Staff Magazine
is referred to under the name of T/e Ariel, and the Editor expresses
his hopes for its success. With all the encouragement The Aerial has
received, it will surely Prospero, and later be able to say with its name-
sake :—

] prithee,
Remember, I have done thee worthy service ;
Told thee no lies, made no mistakings, serv’d
Without or grudge or grumblings.”
Tue Tempest, A& 1, Scene 2.
L4 L 4 L4

The Marconi Wireless Company 