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Foreword

Sir Michael Swann
Chairman of the BBC

The last year has not been an easy one for
Britain, and that inevitably means difficult
times for the British Broadcasting Corpora-
tion. Because of inflation, and in spite of
economies, our financial position has become
increasingly gloomy; and in the present year
it can be expected to reach crisis proportions,
leading to massive cuts in programmes, unless
the licence fee is raised.

Let us be clear about the broadcast licence.
It has not been increased since July 1971 -
and can that be said of any other commodity
in our society? The colour licence entitling
us to all television and all radio now costs a
fraction over 3p a day. The cheapest daily
newspaper costs 4p. It is, in fact, cheaper to
pay for colour television for one day than it is
to send one letter by second-class mail. A black
and white licence (£7.00) for the same full
radio and television service costs less than 2p
a day. I can only say, therefore, that the BBC
is unbelievably good value, and will still be
so, even when the licence fee is raised.

In spite of all our troubles, there have been
innumerable new programmes throughout
the year that we can legitimately be proud of.
Some of them are mentioned in the pages that
follow, as are some of the achievements and
activities of our engineers, administrators and
others. All the staff share in our successes, and
on behalf of the Board of Governors I want
to thank them.
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Annual Report and

Accounts

of the

British Broadcasting Corporation

for the year 1973-74

as submitted to the Secretary of State for
the Home Department in accordance with
Article 18 of the BBC’s Royal Charter
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The Board of Governors

Membership as at 31 March 1974

Sir Michael Swann, ¥rs (Chairman)

Lady Plowden, pBe (Vice-Chairman)

Lady Avonside, oBe (National Governor for
Scotland)

Dr Glyn Tegai Hughes (National Governor for
Wales)

Bill O’Hara, Esq. (National Governor for
Northern Ireland)

The Lord Allan of Kilmahew, Dso, OBE, RD
Roy Fuller, Esq., CBE

Tony Morgan, Esq.

George Howard, Esq., DL

The Lord Feather of the City of Bradford,
CBE

The Lord Greenhill of Harrow, GeMaG, O8E

Mrs Stella Clarke

Notes:

Lord Feather was appointed on 25 May 1973
Mr O’Hara was appointed on 25 October 1973
Lord Greenhill was appointed on 8 November
1973

Mrs Clarke was appointed on 1 February 1974
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Introductory

The financial position

When in 1971 the Government raised the
licence fee to £7 for monochrome and £12 for
colour it announced that the increase should
be sufficient to meet the foreseeable needs of
the BBC until March 1975.

In the event the rate of inflation exceeded
that allowed for in the Government’s calcula-
tions, and it is certain that the financial target
which it had set would have been unattainable
but for faster growth in colour television
licences than had been expected. The growth
was stimulated by purchase tax reductions and
the lifting of credit restrictions in the mini-
budget of July 1971, and the additional income
has helped the BBC to pay for inflation and
balance its budget.

The BBC has continued to exercise tight
control, and the effects have inevitably been
reflected in a number of ways: in television, for
example, in a growing proportion of repeated
programmes. There has been little money to
finance new developments, and it was not
possible to make more than a small provision
for extra hours in television when the restric-
tions on hours of broadcasting were ended in
1972. In radio, similarly, the emphasis has had
to be on maintaining the existing service,
whether measured in terms of programmes,
staff, or equipment.

The BBC’s expenditure since 1971 has,
moreover, been held down by the effect on its
salaries and wages bill of the Government’s
counter-inflation policy, and this compression
of expenditure has undoubtedly made easier
the attainment of the financial target set by the
Government in 1971. Although the constraints
imposed by the policy have also been felt by

other organisations, it is clear that the BBC
has fallen behind, even in the public sector.
Whereas the Civil Service, which has tradition-
ally been accepted as a very important
comparison, has benefited from being allowed
to count as an anomaly under the Pay Code,
the BBC has felt the full effect of the con-
straints. Consequently, the BBC has found
itself, at the end of the year under review, in a
situation where its salaries and wages are
lower than they should be. Sooner or later that
situation will have to be put right, and when
that happens the BBC’s staff costs are bound
to increase substantially, bearing in mind the
principle enunciated by the Court of Enquiry
set up in 1969 under the chairmanship of
Mr E. T. C. Grint: ‘that financial stringency
should not prevent the BBC from granting
salaries and conditions commensurate with its
declared salary policy.’*

With little money available for develop-
ments the task of arranging priorities has been
unusually difficult, but in spite of financial
restraint the BBC has been able to develop
new programmes and establish new pro-
gramme styles. The phone-in programmes are
an example, and there has also been the Open
Door series giving access to broadcasting to

10n 5 August 1974 the BBC and the recognised
unions (ABS, NUJ, NATTKE, EETPU and
SOGAT) signed a new agreement providing for a
minimum increase of 20 per cent on basic rates of
pay, with higher amounts for some lower paid
staff and those in grades where recruitment
difficulties were acute. It also provided for a
number of improvements in conditions of service
for staff in the managerial, production and
editorial structures of the BBC grading system.

13
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Annual Report

minority groups whose views might otherwise
not be heard on the air. And some major
productions have been possible through co-
production with outside organisations which
put up part of the finance without the BBC
thereby yielding editorial control.

Continuation of the uhf transmitter building
programme and developments in the regions
have become the dominant elements in the
capital programme. Many projects have had
to be delayed for want of the necessary finance,
and the restriction of capital expenditure
throughout the public sector will mean further
delays.

Through tight financial control, through
ingenuity, through the increase in colour
licences, and as a consequence of Government
pay policy, the BBC has achieved what the
Government expected it would do, in not
seeking an increase in the licence fee until the
mid-seventies. This has not been accomplished
without strain. Few services have remained
constant in price since 1971. The time has
come when the BBC can no longer finance its
operations from its existing income in a period
of rampant inflation, and the inescapable fact
is that an increase in the licence fee will be
needed in 1975. Discussions with the Govern-
ment are proceeding.

The Annan Committee

One of the first acts of the Government which
took office in March 1974 was to revive its
plan (shelved by the previous administration
on taking office in 1970) to set up a broad-
casting committee of inquiry under the chair-
manship of Lord Annan, Provost of University
College, London, with the following terms of
reference:

“To consider the future of the Broadcasting
Services in the United Kingdom, including the
dissemination by wire of broadcasts and other
programmes and of television for public show-
ing; to consider the implications for present or
any recommended additional services of new

14

techniques; and to propose what constitu-
tional, organisational and financial arrange-
ments and what conditions should apply to the
conduct of all these services.’

The BBC welcomed the appointment of this
new committee, the sixth in a series starting
51 years ago, as a further opportunity to test
the validity of its policies and practice under
detailed external scrutiny. From Sykes (1923),
through Crawford (1925), Ullswater (1935),
Beveridge (1949) and Pilkington (1960), broad-
casting committees of inquiry have been for
the BBC an indispensable exercise in public
accountability. On announcing the appoint-
ment of the committee the Government
declared its intention of extending the Charter
and the Licence and Agreement, otherwise due
to lapse in July 1976, for three years to July
1979.

Another early measure of the new adminis-
tration affecting the BBC was the decision to
dissolve the Ministry of Posts and Telecom-
munications, transferring its sponsorship of
the Post Office to the Secretary of State for
Industry and its functions in the field of broad-
casting to the Secretary of State for the Home
Department. It was affirmed that the transfer
of the broadcasting functions made no differ-
ence to the tradition of non-interference in its
day-to-day operations, a tradition upheld by
successive governments of all parties over the
years. It was legitimate to hope that the Home
Office would follow that tradition, in as much
as that Department has long been regarded as
a protector of citizens’ rights.

Committee on Broadcasting Coverage

Full-scale broadcasting committees of inquiry
are by no means the only forms of public
accountability for the BBC. Just as the Selsdon
Committee of 1934 looked separately at the
factors affecting the future of television, so the
Committee on Broadcasting Coverage of 1973
(under the chairmanship of Sir Stewart
Crawford) examined the BBC’s and IBA’s

WwwWw.americanradiohistorv.com
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plans for the coverage of television and sound
broadcasting services in Scotland, Wales,
Northern Ireland and rural England. Its full
terms of reference were:

‘Taking account of the Report of the Tele-
vision Advisory Committee and the Govern-
ment’s intention to consider separately whether
the frequencies available for a fourth television
channel should be allocated, to examine the
Broadcasting Authorities’ plans for the cover-
age of television and sound broadcasting
services in Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland
and rural England, bearing in mind the
particular needs of the people in those areas;
to consider the priorities to be observed in the
implementation of those plans and the alloca-
tion of resources; whether any improvements
to the plans are feasible and, if so, with what
financial implications; and to make recom-
mendations.’

The Committee was formally established in
May 1973, and the BBC’s first memorandum
of evidence was submitted before the end of
June. Subsequently the Committee took
evidence from the BBC in Wales and Scotland,
in Northern Ireland and the English Regions.
The first session of oral evidence by the
BBC took place on 28 August 1973, when
the Director of Engineering was questioned.
Among those who gave BBC evidence
to the Committee in London and during
its travels through the United Kingdom were
the Chairman and other members of the
Board, the Director-General, the National
Broadcasting Councils and Regional Advisory
Councils, and many senior managerial staff.

A fourth television network

When he announced the setting up of the
Committee on Broadcasting Coverage Sir
John Eden (then Minister of Posts and Tele-
communications) separately invited bodies,
including the BBC, to express views on the
introduction of a fourth network to supple-
ment existing services. While welcoming the

Introductory

invitation the BBC declared that there was no

apparent public pressure or evident need

(leaving aside the special case of Wales) for an

immediate decision, and that the eventual

decision required to be taken within the con-
text of an overall review of the future of

television in Britain. The BBC submitted a

memorandum on this topic in response to the

Minister’s invitation. The memorandum was

published in full and widely noticed in the

press. Its summary of conclusions made the
following points:

(i) that the way to consider the allocation of
the fourth network was as part of the dis-
cussion of the allocation of all three
additional networks which could become
available in the 1980s as well as of the
technical innovations noted by the Tele-
vision Advisory Committee;

(ii) that substantial other claimants were
emerging and that their claims ought to
be examined alongside those of ITV-2
before the fourth network was given away
irretrievably to one purpose;

(iii) that the allocation of a second network to
ITV would seriously disturb the present
delicate balance between public service
television and its commercially financed
competitor, a step which ought not to be
taken lightly;

(iv) that the financial argument for ITV-2 was
not as compelling as had been suggested
in recent discussion, for other possibilities
for the fourth network might prove to be
more rewarding nationally; and

(v) that the basis for the allocation of a fourth
network should be the satisfaction of a
need at present unsatisfied rather than the
expansion of choice for those who already
enjoyed it.

Before submitting its memorandum to the
Minister the BBC had given an account of its
terms to the General Advisory Council, which,
while noting that the BBC itself made no claim
to control of a fourth network, saw a good
case for allocating such a network for the

15
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Open University and other educational pur-
poses, for broadcasting in the Welsh language
and for other minority interests at present
insufficiently served in programmes at peak
hours.

Cablevision

Another memorandum submitted to the
Minister at his invitation in the summer of
1973 concerned the BBC’s attitude to cable
television. On grounds of cost the BBC sees
cablevision as essentially an urban means of
communication which would offer additional
services to those who were in least need of
them. For financial reasons commercial oper-
ators could be expected in general to steer
clear of investment in cable systems for small
rural communities in areas at present lacking a
complete broadcasting service, and their ser-
vice to urban audiences, if it was to be more
than a relay of others’ programmes to people
otherwise unable to receive a good signal,
would raise problems for the BBC as the
source of services offered to the whole popula-
tion. A competitive provision for a privileged
section of the community would go against the
grain of public service broadcasting in this
country. Meanwhile those who study possible
future uses of cable during the next few years,
including the Annan Committee, are bound to
take into account its potential use as a channel
for local programmes, in which the BBC would
like to see an experiment when opportunity
arises. The BBC remains sceptical about the
value of investment — which could not but be
forbiddingly expensive — in a national cable
alternative to broadcast programmes.

The year in engineering

The whole BBC took pride in its engineers’
achievement in winning a second Queen’s
Award within five years of the first. The award
was made, in April 1974, for technological
innovation with special reference to ‘Sound-in-
Syncs’ (a means of carrying the associated

16

sound for television programmes interleaved
with the picture signal, thus saving the cost of
a separate transmission circuit for sound).

Good progress was made during the year in
extending the 625-line colour television ser-
vices throughout the United Kingdom, and
the 117 stations so far completed cover about
94 per cent of the population. The 6 per cent
of the population who remain to be served are
widely scattered, some in mountainous areas,
others in the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man,
the Hebrides, Orkneys and Shetland Isles.
The cost of providing the existing service and
building new stations to serve these areas is
high and is, in effect, heavily subsidised from
the licence income being received from the
more populous areas, but it remains the
BBC’s aim to come as close to full coverage as
possible. By 1979-80 about 98 per cent should
be within range of uhf transmissions if present
plans can be brought to fruition.

During the year the buying and renting of
new television receivers continued at a high
rate and the number of colour sets installed
and licensed reached 5} million out of nearly
174 million. It was estimated that about 88 per
cent of the population was equipped to
receive the 625-line uhf transmissions by the
end of the year under review.

Last year’s report referred to CEEFAX, a
new device developed and first proposed by
the BBC and able to display information
‘pages’ at will on the screen of the television
receiver as an alternative to the normal
picture. Work on the system has continued
throughout the year and there have been test
transmissions on both BBC networks. The
broadcasters and the receiver industry agreed
early in 1974 on a unified CEEFAX standard
for the United Kingdom. Experimental trans-
missions based on the new standard started
later in the year.

Much attention has been focused on the
problems of medium frequency (medium wave)
radio broadcasting. Many listeners find that
their reception suffers from interference from

WwwWw.americanradiohistorv.com
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foreign stations. The trouble occurs mainly
during the hours of darkness, when medium
frequency signals are reflected in the iono-
sphere, and may be received at much greater
distances than in daytime. This problem has
been with us almost from the start of radio
broadcasting, but the situation is progressively
worsened by the continuing increase in the
number of transmitters in Europe, and of the
power used by them. The medium frequency
band was last replanned at a conference held
in Copenhagen in 1948, where provision was
made for about 400 transmitters in the Euro-
pean zone, with a total power of about
20,000 kW. The highest individual power per-
mitted under the plan was 150 kW. At present,
there are about 1,500 transmitters in operation,
with a total power of nearly 60,000 kW, and
individual powers of up to 1,500 kW.

A new frequency allocation plan is now
overdue, and the first part of an international
conference on the subject is to take place in
Geneva in October 1974. A great deal of pre-
liminary work has been carried out, and the
BBC has made certain basic proposals to the
European Broadcasting Union and the Home
Office. Any listener who is seriously interested
in high fidelity reproduction — especially of
music — will alrcady use the vhf/fm service
which is available in most parts of the United
Kingdom. The medium waveband is, however,
used in many inexpensive and compact por-
table receivers where intelligibility is more
important than extreme fidelity, and in most
car radios. For this kind of service, the opti-
mum frequency spacing between the broad-
casting channels in the medium frequency
band is around 8 kHz, compared with the
general spacing of 9 kHz used for the Copen-
hagen Plan. The use of 8 kHz spacing would
provide 16 additional channels for medium
and long-wave broadcasting, and this, together
with the advanced planning methods now
available, could appreciably improve the
standard of reception on medium waves, pro-
vided all the European administrations were

Introductory

prepared to work together. This will inevitably
involve some sacrifices, and the underlying
problem of overcrowding on medium waves
will remain until many more listeners are
prepared to invest in sets capable of receiving
vhf as well as mf and If signals. If all listeners
were equipped to receive on all three bands,
much duplication of programmes on two
different wavebands could be avoided and
each could be used only for those programmes
for which it is most suitable.

The year in radio

Among the most welcome developments in
radio was the realisation of long-laid plans to
confine schools broadcasts to vhf and so make
it possible for Radio 4 on medium wave to
broadcast throughout the day programmes
designed for the general listener. This meant
that for the first time the network could cater
without interruption for virtually all listeners.
The change also gave Radio 4 a new flexibility
in responding to events of national or inter-
national significance and allowed it to provide
— again for the first time — an all-day service
of news on the hour.

As the news and current affairs network,
Radio 4 was in the forefront of General
Election coverage. Its news bulletins and
current affairs sequence programmes were
geared to provide reports and analyses of the
significant issues and trends of the campaign
as they emerged. In this election, radio
followed the logic of its own development by
switching the emphasis to the daytime hours
rather than the evening. Party election broad-
casts, too, were transmitted during the morn-
ing and afternoon. But undoubtedly the most
important development was the introduction
in Election Call of a ’phone-in programme in
which for the first time listeners were able to
put questions direct to leading party spokes-
men. Because the programmes were broadcast
early in the working day senior politicians
were able to come to the studio before setting

17
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out on a busy day’s campaigning. As time went
on they were no doubt encouraged to do so by
the size of the audience (up to 1} million), the
quality and seriousness of the questioning and
the fair and skilful chairmanship of Robin
Day. Altogether the programmes provided a
genuine exchange of reasoned views between
politicians and the electorate.

Robin Day also played a prominent part in
Politics in the ’70s, in which four leading
politicians — Michael Foot, Enoch Powell,
Roy Jenkins and Reginald Maudling — dis-
cussed in pairs various aspects of mainstream
political thinking in this country. The six
programmes were devised in such a way as to
allow proper time for the development of
serious argument and much that emerged in
the course of them was reported prominently
in the national papers next day.

One of the most challenging experiments of
the year was the launching on Radio 1 of
Newsbeat, a twice-daily news programme in-
tended for younger listeners of the pop genera-
tion. The editorial team set out to cover all
the main news stories of the day and to explain
the most significant of them in terms accept-
able to the typical Radio 1 listener. The in-
dications are that they have succeeded.

The year also saw the extension of Radio 2
stereophonic broadcasts to the Midlands and
the North of England. These extensions are
the result of the BBC’s development of a new
network distribution system, using pulse code
modulation, which gives a higher and more
consistent standard of sound quality for mono
as well as stereo users. It had been hoped to
start stereo transmissions in Scotland in April
1974, but the starting date was put back by an
industrial dispute. The next development
planned for radio in Scotland is the extension
of the distinctive national radio service - Radio
Scotland — together with a special project in
the North, based on Inverness, and the evolu-
tion in due course of limited local radio for the
main urban centres. As a first step in achieving
all this, a two-hour breakfast-time sequence,
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Good Morning, Scotland, was launched at the
beginning of 1974. In addition, BBC Radio
Scotland is now compiling and writing its own
hourly bulletins of domestic and international
news with the Scottish audience and its
particular interests and concerns in mind.
The opening of Radio Carlisle in November
brought the total number of BBC local
stations back to 20 again (having briefly
dropped to 19 with the closure of Radio
Durham). Radio Carlisle broadcasts about
eight hours of local programmes cvery day,
starting at breakfast-time and running con-
tinuously through until lunchtime, and includ-
ing some evening programmes. Its output
includes local news and information, weather
and traffic details, sport, farming and a whoic
series of programmes based on the distinctive
character of the area. A smali satellite trans-
mitter enables Radio Carlisle to serve the
Whitehaven area (as another in Bournemouth
enables Radio Solent to serve that stretch of
Hampshire) and this means of extending a
local radio station’s range may be applicable
in other areas, provided only that it does not
lead to a dilution of the main local service.
At the turn of the year radio was faced with
the problem of deciding how best to react to
the restrictions on television hours introduced
by the Government as a result of the power
crisis. Naturally, it wanted as far as possible
to provide fare which would be attractive to
those who no longer had television pro-
grammes to watch after 10.30 pm. At the same
time, it was clearly important to keep faith
with radio’s regular audience. A complicating
factor was that no one knew how long the
restrictions would last. After careful consider-
ation it was decided to broaden the appeal of
Radio 1 from 10.30 onwards, to strengthen
Radio 2 programmes, which were in any case
designed to appeal to a wide general audience,
and to place some substantial programmes
late at night on Radio 3. On Radio 4 the net-
work stayed open late at weekends with
additional light entertainment programmes.
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With the start of local commercial radio,
first in London and later in Birmingham and
Glasgow, the period under review saw the
ending of the BBC’s monopoly in radio. Yet
BBC Radio’s audience figures seemed to be
unaffected by the advent of competition.
Indeed, at the end of the year under review
more people were listening to BBC Radio than
at the end of the previous year.

The year in television

Until the energy crisis made itself felt 1973-74
was a year in which the Television Service
more than held its own. While the ratio of
audiences continued to divide 50 : 50 between
the BBC and ITV, the balance continued to
tip in the BBC’s favour at all holiday times and
for all coverage of major events. One early
and, as it turned out, fairly brief consequence
of the energy crisis was the decision (already
mentioned above) to close down all television
networks at 10.30 pm. This understandably
caused a sharp fall in viewing, until there was
time for the schedules to be readjusted and for
Radio Times to catch up with the new pattern,
which it did very quickly. But it was relatively
unimportant compared with the likely longer
term consequence of the crisis on the television
industry as a whole. For instance, some
slackening of demand for colour sets was only
to be expected during 1974, as people came to
terms with economic adversity.

Meanwhile, programmes advanced and pro-
gramme skills grew in sophistication. The
Nine O’Clock News settled down to a fresh
pattern of presentation. This was intended as
a means of enabling it to reach a wider and
younger section of the potential audience than
it used to do two years ago. It was indeed the
hinge from which the main coverage of the
General Election could hang in February.
Immediately after the bulletin each evening
came all the principal Election >74 reports.

In sport the place of the 1972 Olympics in
the schedules was well taken by the European
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Athletics Cup from the Meadowbank Stadium
in Edinburgh (with the BBC supplying the
pictures to 18 countries through Eurovision)
and by the Commonwealth Games in New
Zealand. Behind the scenes, steps were taken
to renegotiate most of the outstanding sports
contracts. The aim was to ensure that for the
next three years it would be possible to guaran-
tee the inclusion in the schedules of all those
many sporting events which remain so com-
pelling to British viewers.

In the field of ‘episode drama’ the BBC has
long wanted to develop more series and serials
that break away from the routine themes of
doctors and police. Many plans conceived
earlier have now matured. A new series called
Warship recounted the adventures of the crew
of a modern Royal Navy frigate operating in
different parts of the world. A further series of
The Onedin Line took the story of the rise of a
nineteenth-century Liverpool shipping com-
pany a stage further, while a second series of
Colditz dominated the end of the period under
review, with huge regular audiences for stories
of the tensions inside a German prisoner-of-
war camp in the later stages of the struggle
against Hitler.

The distinguishing mark of all three series
was authenticity. Help from the Royal Navy
enabled the scenes in Warship to be set in an
operational frigate, which, within a few weeks,
found herself on duty in Britain’s fishing
dispute with Iceland. For The Onedin Line, life
on board a Victorian merchant ship, sailing
the oceans of the world, was carefully re-
created by means of library film and scenes
shot on the old quayside in Exeter and on
board the schooner Charlotte Rhodes tied up
in Dartmouth Harbour. For Colditz additional
authenticity was achieved by filming on loca-
tion in the original castle, by building a huge
imitation of its courtyard in the studio at
Ealing, by paying meticulous attention to the
detail of the uniforms and to military pro-
cedure, and - more important — through the
convincing story line of each episode.

19

www americanradiohistorv com


www.americanradiohistory.com

Annual Report

The BBC further developed its own police
series (Z Cars and Softly, Softly) by making
these not simply about crimes and their
solution, but about the effect of situations
involving crime on the lives of the police and
criminals — or their innocent victims. Similarly,
Colditz has not simply been about different
escapes, or failures to escape, but rather about
the effect of life in a prisoner-of-war camp on
the prisoners and their guards. Unlike those
in some post-war feature films made for the
cinema, these Germans were portrayed not as
cardboard villains but as ordinary human
beings, some good, some bad, all with their
own inner tensions and personal attitudes.
The background struggle between the regular
soldiers of the Wehrmacht and higher author-
ity in Berlin or Leipzig, as the latter came
more and more to reflect the power of the S8,
was well understood. By the end, indeed, the
Kommandant had become one of the heroes.

The leading BBC-2 programme of the year
was undoubtedly Dr Jacob Bronowski’s series
The Ascent of Man, the story of how man
shaped his own past. This was immediately
made into a best-selling book in time for the
Christmas trade, and as such it became a
worthy successor to Civilisation and America.
The schedule was enriched by other science
programmes of similar quality. Horizon, for
instance, looked at: mercury; immunology;
how spastic children can overcome their
handicaps; how the causes of air crashes are
probed by teams of professional investigators;
and, in The Black Holes of Gravity, one of the
most important recent hypotheses about the
nature of the universe.

At the end of March 1974 The Pallisers, an
adaptation in 26 parts of the political novels of
Anthony Trollope, was approaching its mid-
point and attracting a large BBC-2 audience
week by week. In a completely different genre,
offering rather stronger meat for some palates,
were the dramatisations of some of Hardy’s
Wessex Tuales earlier in the year under review.
These too were made for BBC-2.
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Serious programmes continue to appear at
peak viewing time every evening. In addition
to numerous documentaries and features
Nationwide, for example, attracts large audi-
ences in the early evening on BBC-1 on week-
days and Panorama every Monday and The
Money Programme every Friday supply cover-
age in depth of any complex issues, not least
of the economic and financial problems of
Britain as an industrial nation trying to live
by her exports.

Open Door was an important programme
initiative that enabled individual groups within
the community to make their own broadcast
statements in their own way. The BBC pro-
vided technical facilities and laid down a few
basic but strict ground rules under which the
groups made their own editorial decisions.
The tradition of good music on BBC-2 was
continued. Prokofiev’s opera War and Peace
was relayed from the New Sydney Opera
House in Australia. Face the Music remained
an ever-popular music quiz. And in an edition
of Workshop Raymond Leppard broke new
ground in conducting part of an early Venetian
opera, which he improvised from a manuscript
that he had himself discovered in a library in
Venice. Meanwhile, the continuing strength of
BBC-2 during the year lay in complementary
programme planning; so that for those who
could receive both BBC networks there was
always a planned alternative on BBC-2 to
what was on BBC-1.

On both networks 1973-74 was a good year
for comedy. Mike Yarwood and Michael
Crawford had become established in the
audience’s affection, many old favourites
returned, and in It Ain’t Half Hot — Mum there
was a new series of evident promise. Sheer
likeability, one of the secrets of the success of
both Yarwood and Crawford, was also a key
factor in Morecambe and Wise, The Liver
Birds and Whatever Happened to the Likely
Lads?
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The year in External Broadcasting

The national cconomic crisis triggered off by
the increase in oil prices has increased the
precariousness of the financial position of the
External Services. In January the Government
asked the BBC to suggest ways of achieving a
substantial cut in the Grant-in-Aid for 1974-
75. The BBC, in responding to the request,
pointed out that a reduction on the scale
proposed in the revenue of the External Ser-
vices could not be achieved without substantial
cuts in its broadcasting activities. A savings
target of £390,000 per annum had finally to be
accepted. This involved a reduction in the
Caribbean Service and the elimination of the
weekly tapes prepared by the BBC for re-
broadcasting by the radio networks of Nigeria,
Ghana, Sierra Leone and East Africa. It also
involved a substantial reduction in the Grant-
in-Aid to the Transcription Service, the with-
drawal of a foreign correspondent post
covering Turkey, Iran and Pakistan, and cuts
affecting English-by-Radio, Monitoring, Pub-
licity and staffing levels in various programme
departments. In addition, savings on capital
expenditure in 1974-75 were achieved through
postponement of work on the proposed
Caribbean relay station and on the modernisa-
tion of the medium wave relay station in
Cyprus and of the External Services London
headquarters at Bush House. The total saving
achieved in 1974-75, including capital affecting
both the BBC and the Communications and
Engineering Department of the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office were stated by the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office to amount
to £730,000. These cuts must be seen in the
context of the statement made in last year's
report that continued deferment of capital
expenditure and the pressure of repeated
economies in the field of programme expendi-
ture were seriously damaging in the increas-
ingly competitive world in which External
Broadcasting operates.

Subsequently there were indications that an
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across-the-board review of public expenditure
by the Government could lead to further and
more substantial financial cuts for 1975-76.
This provoked widespread expressions of con-
cern in both Houses of Parliament and in the
press, in which the various arguments for safe-
guarding the BBC’s External Services on
something like their present scale were strongly
stated. At the time of writing no decisions had
been taken, though Ministers had denied an
intention to impose cuts on the level quoted in
the press and had firmly stated their awareness
of the importance of the External Services.
Overseas listeners made their own feclings
clear in a spate of letters to the BBC. There
was also comment favourable to the BBC in a
number of foreign newspapers, though Mos-
cow Radio once again found its own reasons
for attacking the BBC.

Though financial uncertainty has made long-
term planning difficult, the search has con-
tinued for an alternative site for the BBC's
Far East relay station. As reported last year
the Malaysian authorities have given the BBC
notice of termination of the licence to broad-
cast from its present site at Tebrau in Johore.
Possible new sites have now been identified,
and the work of establishing their technical
suitability and obtaining agreement in prin-
ciple to their use for BBC purposes is proceed-
ing. In the meantime and after many delays
the way is now clear to make a start with the
building of the Caribbean relay in cooperation
with Deutsche Welle, the Federal German
Republic’s external broadcasting organisation.

News and current affairs

In preceding sections mention has alrecady been
made of some aspects of the BBC’s coverage
of the General Election of February 1974: the
success of Election Call on radio and the close
association between news and current affairs
programmes on television in peak viewing
time. Each part of the BBC had rcason to be
proud of its contribution to the total broadcast
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coverage. Politicians and journalists wcre
inclined to arguec that the coverage of the
campaign on television was excessive. Some
sensed a danger of satiating the audience with
political controversy and breeding indifference
or even contempt towards the democratic
process, but the size of the poll on 28 February
and the audience figures for the BBC’s results
programmes suggested that public interest and
involvement were strong features of this
election.

The fact that no party or grouping emerged
with a clear majority in the new House of
Commons illustrated the new importance of
the smaller parties in the nation’s political life.
For the BBC this presented problems which
were sometimes acute, as when, for the first
time in the history of broadcasting in this
country, a court of law ordered the trans-
mission of a programme. In legal terms, as
expressed by the Master of the Rolls in the
Court of Appeal on 26 February, this was a
matter of enforcing a contract by mandatory
injunction on the application of the plaintiff,
Plaid Cymru. It was held that the BBC had
assumed a contractual obligation to transmit
on 26 February Plaid Cymru’s party election
broadcast in Wales, and that for this reason it
had not been free to transmit at a different
time at its own discretion. The BBC had sub-
mitted that there was no contract, that there
was nothing but a tentative agreement never
intended to create legal relationships and not
binding in point of law. All that existed, in the
BBC’s submission, was an invitation to make
a party election broadcast. The Court of
Appeal made the point that the injunction was
interlocutory and that, if time had permitted,
the BBC might have been able to establish
these submissions.

The BBC in future, in making arrangements
with political parties, will stipulate in cor-
respondence that an offer of broadcasting
facilities is not to be regarded as giving rise to
legally enforceable contractual rights. This
episode also highlighted the inadequacy of the
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response made in the arrangements for party
political broadcasts to the emergence of minor
parties — a view which had been advanced by
the BBC for some time. It was essential that
conventions established over many years
between the principal parties and the broad-
casters should not inhibit the development of
new conventions to meet new circumstances
and that the BBC should not be blamed for
defects not of its making in that system.

But this incident, important though it was
for the BBC, was only one aspect of the prob-
lem of fairness to minor parties. Party political
and election broadcasting has long been the
subject of agreements with the three major
parties, based on an offer of an amount of
time by the BBC. Conventions have grown up,
like the one about the order of broadcasts,
which caused the BBC to change the proposed
timing of Plaid Cymru’s, but there are no hard
and fast rules. In the end the fairness of the
system depends on the fairness of those who
work it, and it will be interesting to see in the
year ahead how the minor parties, including
the Scottish National Party as well as Plaid
Cymru, are served by that system. The BBC,
for its part, will as always be guided by a
desire to be fair to all parties, the audience
among them.

The other domestic issue of outstanding
broadcasting interest was what became known
as the energy crisis. Mention has already been
made of its effect on programmes. The Corpor-
ation gave very serious attention to the
conservation of fuel and power. A Fuel
Economy Committee co-ordinated measures
which brought about a substantial saving
within the BBC, and of course BBC news
bulletins and programmes kept householders
fully informed of developments in the crisis,
from those at national level to those which
affected them immediately and directly at the
local level. Whether the closing of the Tele-
vision Service at 10.30 pm was an effective
economy remains debatable. The actual sav-
ings in fuel seem to have been very small. The

WwwWw.americanradiohistorv.com


www.americanradiohistory.com

question was unresolved at the moment when
a new Government decided not to re-introduce
the restrictions suspended during the election.

There was one domestic event which gave
universal pleasure, the wedding on 14 Novem-
ber of HRH Princess Anne and Captain
Mark Phillips in Westminster Abbey. The
BBC celebrated the occasion with enthusiasm
and received praise from all sides for the
quality of its television and radio coverage.
It was estimated that the home television
audience reached 254 million, of which 21
million represented the BBC’s share. More
than 530 million people throughout the world
saw the transmissions, through live relays or
recordings. Just before the wedding the BBC
and IBA had jointly presented a television
interview with Princess Anne and Captain
Phillips, and this attracted scarcely less interest
than the wedding itself. Within 48 hours of the
event a BBC souvenir record of the music was
on sale in a special presentation sleeve. More
than 60,000 copies were sold.

Just as the Coronation in 1953 marked the
emergence of television as the natural medium
of coverage of great public events, so this
Royal Wedding 20 years later may be seen as
a significant expression of the transition from
monochrome to colour viewing in British
homes. Sales figures already mentioned above
dramatically illustrate that point.

The year brought its customary melancholy
toll, both at home and overseas, of accidental
and deliberate violence. The later section on
BBC News in 1973-74 describes how the BBC
covered some of the principal events, including
of course the Middle East war of October
1973, and the continuing conflict in Northern
Ireland, where the BBC’s staff again lived up
to the best traditions of public service broad-
casting in the face of physical and mental
pressures of great severity. Northern Ireland’s
unfolding tragedy continued to face the BBC
with daily problems concerning the scope,
sensitivity and proper extent of its response to
the situation. Its duty to inform clearly and to
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shed light rather than radiate heat was fore-
most in its consideration of the editorial
problems, but it did not ~ nor could it expect
to —escape criticism. Suppression always has its
advocates, not all of whom have sinister
motives. Some people believe that violence
seen on the screen may stimulate further
violence. Others argue that a public accus-
tomed to the sight and sound of conflict, verbal
or physical, will become indifferent and
callous. These are serious arguments, but there
are great dangers in following the path to
which they lead. A mature democracy is an
informed (not a guided) democracy. Moreover,
one inevitable consequence of suppression is
to undermine the authority of the news service
which accepts it.

Public affairs

In the public affairs area the year posed a
number of problems of exceptional interest.
One of these was the vexed question of the
circumstances in which a ‘right of reply’
should be afforded to organisations or in-
dividuals who feel their position has been
misrepresented on the air. The BBC believes
that justice in such cases should be done, and
be seen to be done, either within the pro-
gramme itself or elsewhere in its regular out-
put, but on two occasions during the year it
decided that something more was required. In
July, in a programme entitled The People
Talking: A Question of Confidence, six Mem-
bers of Parliament who had been asked to
contribute to a live discussion of relations
between Parliament and public were virtually
shouted down by a small element among the
invited studio audience. Although the MPs
concerned made no public complaint and
seemed prepared to let the matter rest, the
BBC considered that it would be right to
return to the subject in another programme:
The People Talking: A Question of Public
Relations, which was broadcast in December.
The BBC’s action was criticised in some
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quarters as showing undue concern for the
sensitivities of the politicians involved, but a
more general view was that it provided a useful
opportunity for Members of Parliament to put
their arguments without being shouted down.

An issue which aroused wide public interest
was an alleged dccline in the standard of
broadcast English. A public attack on the
casual, and sometimes idiosyncratic, style of
speech adopted by certain disc jockeys at-
tracted some support and prompted letters to
the BBC. It was encouraging to find that some
listeners and viewers looked to the BBC to
stand as a bastion against what they con-
sidered to be declining standards of pronunci-
ation and grammar, but it also became evident
that some would wish the BBC to go even
further and resist all change in linguistic
usage, however useful or widespread, being
reluctant to accept that English is not a dead
but a living language. The BBC recognised,
however, that in some cases mispronunciations
and other solecisms had been broadcast and
steps were taken to draw such mistakes to the
attention of offenders. The subsequent falling
off in complaints of this kind suggests that the
measures taken have been effective. It should
be added that most contributors to pro-
grammes are only occasional broadcasters,
and are expected and indeed encouraged to
speak in their everyday colloquial English.
Regular broadcasters also have idiosyncrasies
of speech, and who shall say that they are
always wrong?

If the year contained few major contro-
versies over matters of taste, the BBC showed
continuing concern to get the balance right in
all that it did: no easy task. The commonest
cause of complaints remains the use of strong
language in circumstances where the dramatic
justification for its inclusion is less clear to the
viewer than to the writer or producer. The
frank treatment of sexual matters also leads to
complaints. One programme which attracted
comments of this kind during the year, but not
from the public as a whole, was a feature film
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not made by the BBC, shown in the late
evening on BBC-2, of James Joyce's novel
Ulysses. In the BBC’s view the importance of
the book and the serious purpose of the film
justified showing it on BBC television, espec-
ially, at an hour when the audience was ex-
pected to be mature and in a series called
World Cinema, regularly devoted to serious
films of high international repute. But the
decision to show it was not taken without
careful consideration at a very senior level.
The subsequent discussion of that decision
was not so much about the showing of the film
as about whether it had been placed at pre-
cisely the right time and in the right context.

The General Advisory Council

Among the many bodies whose advice is
available to the BBC (see the chapter on their
activities later in this report) the General
Advisory Council holds first place and is of
growing importance.

As foreseen in last year’s Annual Report,
the General Advisory Council, largely on the
initiative of its own Business Committee, made
during the year some important changes in its
procedure. Press statements are now issued as
a matter of course after each of the Council’s
regular quarterly meetings and discussion
papers which are considered to be of interest
to the general public are published in pamphlet
form with a foreword by the Council’s Chair-
man. The BBC accordingly published pam-
phlets on Children as viewers and listeners and
The use of radio frequencies for sound and
television broadcasting in the United Kingdom.
If, moreover, the complexity of a subject
trcated in one of the Council’s main papers
suggests that it would repay detailed study, the
Council appoints from amongst its members &
special sub-committee to examine and report
on the subject following discussion with senior
staff within the BBC. It has also been agreed
that up to one half of the vacancies occurring
in the ordinary membership of the Council
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will be filled by candidates who are recom-
mended to the Board by the Business Com-
mittee, in consultation, where appropriate,
with representative bodies outside the BBC.
The first three appointments under this new
procedure were made during the course of the
year. A long-term effect of these changes will
be to give to the Council itself, subject to the
ultimate authority of the Board, direct re-
sponsibility over the range of interests and
experience covered by its members. In the
selection of members, consultation with out-
side bodies of importance in the community
will also help to ensure that the Council’s role
and activities are more widely known. Towards
the end of the year the Council was also
engaged in planning a weekend conference
which it hopes to hold at Ditchley Park in the
Autumn of 1974, with the object of discussing
in depth a theme of major importance to the
BBC and its audience.

The BBC Programmes Complaints Commission

There were no changes in the membership of
the Programmes Complaints Commission dur-
ing the year. Full details of their adjudications
during the year were published in The Listener
and are summarised below:

The Scottish National Party complained that
a dramatised television serial transmitted on
BBC-1 in May and June 1973 under the title
Scotch on the Rocks constituted propaganda
against the Scottish National Party calculated
to damage the Party’s electoral prospects.
Specifically, the complainants alleged that the
serial showed the Scottish National Party as
containing elements favouring violence for
political ends and as having extreme left-wing
associations; and that the series implied that a
link existed between the Party and extremist
groups or organisations deriving funds from
foreign countries. In its adjudication, published
on 3 October 1973, the Commission stated that
it recognised that the series, which was based
on a novel with the same title, was conceived
and executed by the BBC purely as entertain-
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ment, and that the viewer was not expected to
regard it as a political documentary. Nor did
the Commission consider that a reasonable
viewer would have been led to believe that
there was a link between the Scottish National
Party and extremist organisations deriving
funds from foreign countries. The Commission
found, however, that while later episodes in
the serial expressly dissociated the Party from
any involvement, or approval of, violence, that
not all viewers would watch these instalments
and that the first episode did leave the im-
pression that the Scottish National Party was
involved in violence. To this extent the Com-
mission felt that the programme constituted
unfair treatment of the Party and could not
be justified by the requirement of entertain-
ment or dramatic effect. The fact that the scene
in the script in which the leader of the Party
came close to encouraging violence did not
appear in the novel appeared to the Com-
mission significantly to weaken the BBC’s
defence.

The Salford City Council complained to the
BBC and subsequently to the Commission
that a film report on its treatment of gypsies,
broadcast in Nationwide on BBC-1 on 12 July
1973, was unfair in two respects: (a) that the
Council’s reasons for refusing to take part in
the programme were misrepresented on the air,
and (b) that the overall effect of the programme
was knowingly to give a false and misleading
impression of the situation in Salford. The
Commission upheld the first complaint, to the
extent that the reason given by the BBC for
the Council’s refusal to take part in the
programme was different from that put for-
ward by the Council, which had in fact under-
taken to the Minister not to make public its
request for exemption from the Act requiring
it to provide a caravan site for gypsies. The
Commission considered this amounted to mis-
representation and unfair treatment. The
second complaint, as to the general accuracy
of the programme, was, however, rejected by
the Commission, which considered that the
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BBC had adequately discharged its obligation
to ensure that the case of Salford City Council
did not go by default in the absence of a spokes-
man for the Council.

Board of Management

There were no changes in the composition of
the Board of Management during the year, but
there was one change of title. The Director-
General became Sir Charles Curran on
receiving a knighthood in the New Year
Honours, an honour which gave much pleasure
throughout the broadcasting world.

Board of Governors

The Board lost three and gained four Gover-
nors in 1973-74. Mr Tom Jackson had retired
in February, during the period covered by the
previous Annual Report, and there was one
vacancy at the beginning of April 1973.

Mr Victor (now Lord) Feather was ap-
pointed in May, and the Board was complete
again. But then three Governors departed
within six months. Lord Dunleath resigned in
May on becoming a candidate in the election
to the Northern Ireland Assembly. Dame
Mary Green came to the end of her five years
as Governor in July, but did not sever her
connection with the BBC, for she soon took
up the chairmanship of BBC Radio London’s
Local Radio Council. Sir Ralph Murray re-
tired at the end of September after six years as
a Governor.

The new National Governor for Northern
Ireland, Mr Bill O’Hara, joined the Board in
October. Next came Sir Denis (later Lord)
Greenhill in November and Mrs Stella Clarke
in February. The Board therefore ended with
a full complement of Governors, none of
whom had less than a year still to serve and
only one of whom had less than two years.

Three members of the Board became Life
Peers during the year: Lord Allan of Kilma-
hew; Lord Feather of the City of Bradford;
and Lord Greenhill of Harrow.
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Programies

Television

A television version of Alice Through the Look-
ing Glass broadcast on BBC-2 on Christmas
Day has some claim to have been the most
distinguished programme of the year. James
MacTaggart, the dramatiser and director, was
wise enough to treat Lewis Carroll’s book, with
its illustrations by Sir John Tenniel, in a totally
straightforward way, while using every trick of
make-up and design, together with many in-
genious technical devices (of camera tilt and
colour separation overlay) to translate the
Tenniel figures to the screen and faithfully
reproduce the extraordinary course that events
can take in a Looking Glass world. This was
almost James MacTaggart’s last work, as he
died in May aged only 46.

Other important literary works were success-
fully adapted for television during the year.
They included some Viennese short stories by
Arthur Schnitzler, A. G. Macdonell’s England,
Their England; E. M. Forster's A Room with a
View, a fitting sequel to the earlier dramatisa-
tion of two of his other novels; and most
notably Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronté. For
this Michael Jayston may have given an idio-
syncratic portrayal of the part of Mr Rochester
but the chemistry on the screen between him
and Sorcha Cusack as Jane made this serial
splendid viewing. Alexander Solzhenitsyn’s
short novel The Love Girl and the Innocent was
made into a Play of the Month. The choice of
Solzhenitsyn’s work gave this series an imme-
diate relevance to today with its vivid portrayal
of life in a Soviet labour camp in 1945. It also
showed the value of the technique of filming
actors and actresses on real locations, par-
ticularly in a (Norfolk) foundry, with super-

vision from ecxperts on how to work in
metal.

Shaw’s Pygmalion made another successful
Play of the Month. So did George Farquhar’s
The Recruiting Officer. Here the task was
formidable, to take a stylised play, written in
1706, and make it convincing in the beautiful
Wiltshire village of Lacock instead of in a con-
ventional studio setting. On the result opinion
was divided. The danger with location filming
is that instead of cutting straight to a messenger
with a message the cameras linger on him as he
hurries along — say — a beautiful grass walk or
climbs a lovely oak staircase. Undoubtedly
some older viewers missed the acceptable
artificiality of the customary Restoration
studio sets. But younger ones probably found
that the added degree of realism held their
attention the better, as it does when The Yeo-
men of the Guard is staged at the Tower of
London.

Good literature usually makes the basis of
good scripts. It was provided in the year by
Trollope and Hardy, by Sir Walter Scott and
Fenimore Cooper, by Colelte in The Ripening
Seed, and by Katherine Mansfield in a five-part
serial about her life. Good original script writ-
ing by writers like Allan Prior was the backbone
of many fine episodes of serials and series:
Elwyn Jones, Allan Prior and Alan Plater for
Softly, Softly; John Gould for The Donati Con-
spiracy; Hugh Whitemore in Menace; Martin
Worth for The Onedin Line; Robert Muller for
Colditz. For many series the writers are inter-
changeable and in the course of a year a good
script writer will produce an episode or two for
each of the main series.

If the script is right the actors will seldom go
wrong. And in the year under review the
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standard of acting secimed higher than cver. FFor
instance, there were Roland Culver as Trol-
lope’s Duke of Omnium; Chloe Franks as the
dying child Muricl in Mrs Craik’s John Halifax,
Gentleman; Bernard Hepton and Jack Hedley
in Colditz, with Anthony Valentine as the cruel
and corrupt Major Mohn. 1t was cvident in The
Brothers on a Sunday evening on BBC-1 at the
end of the period under review, as for so long
with The Troubleshooters, that the tautness of
the script by —say — Eric Paice and the dramatic
talent of actresses like Jennifer Wilson or Hilary
Tindall made many episodes totally compelling.

Script writers had a good year in comedy,
notably Dick Clement and Ian La Frenais in a
fresh series of Whatever Happened to the Likely
Lads?, where the strength of their material
matched the performances of Rodney Bewes
and James Bolam. Jimmy Perry and David
Croft found as the authors of the scripts for
Dad’s Army that they had to overcome some
initial resistance among press critics when for
the New Year they produced their novel series
It Ain’t Half Hot, Mum. The setting for this was
rather unlikely; a run-down corner of the
British Empire, a ramshackle Army unit in
India in 1945, but the scripts were good enough
to make people watch and laugh, so that by the
end of the series the audience had grown appre-
ciably and one more set of characters was on the
way to becoming familiar and popular with the
public. For another short run of Till Death Us
Do Part Johnny Speight’s scripts were funniest
when they provided Alf Garnett and the mem-
bers of his family with lines that were poignant
rather than strident.

One man who consistently demonstrated how
popular a light entertainment programme
that has no script can be was Bruce Forsyth.
His Saturday evening show The Generation
Gante proved remarkably popular with millions
of viewers happy to sit and watch ordinary
people happy to make fools of themselves as
they attempted to do something quite beyond
their ken - like acting, moulding pottery or
making the pastry for an apple strudel. Other
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variety programmcs prospered. Cilla Black sang
well, and in her show Twiggy made a welcome
guest appearance. The choreography of this
show and /t’s Lulu was equally cffective, with
some attractive duets sung by Lulu and
Adrienne Posta. The Black and White Minstrel
Show retained its pace, colour and entertain-
ment value, From Leeds came The Good Old
Days with notable appearances by Arthur
Askey and Danny la Rue. From Manchester
What's My Line ? re-appeared in the schedules
after a gap of ten years.

One of the reasons why BBC coverage of the
major sporting occasions goes on attracting
such very large audiences is because each
occasion is only the culmination of round-the-
year coverage of all the earlier contests. Com-
mentators, camera-men and keen viewers alike
already knew so many British contestants at the
Commonwcalth Games by sight and by earlier
performance, because they had followed them
through earlier national competitions. Many
competitors from the other countries were
known from their visits to Britain or their
achievements at the Olympics. A comparable
situation has always existed for tennis, cricket
and soccer. It is starting to exist for inter-
national soccer. The same kind of familiarity
with competitors - in this case horses as well as
riders — is probably a key reason why the
audiences for show jumping have grown so
remarkably in the last five years. This love of
show jumping seems to be classless in its
appeal. It is certainly ageless. As usual during
the year there were in all sports many pictorial
highlights of triumph and defeat. One of the
most remarkable was acquired by chance. This
showed the veteran golfer Gene Sarazen holing
out in one at the eighth at Troon. Afterwards
Mr Sarazen asked for a copy of the recording
to take with him to show in Heaven to Bobby
Jones, who would otherwise never believe him.

If the public has been hungry for more sport,
it has been hungrier than ever for escape and
adventure and in two entirely different forms.
First, the escape of war films, war dramas and
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war documentaries. Secondly, the adventure of
nature in the wild. Anything to do with the
Szcond World War continues to remind most
of us (rather as the Homeric reciters reminded
the Greeks when they retold the story of the
fall of Troy) of a heroic age, in which the
country was united and virtue triumphed. BBC
Television was careful during the year not to
swamp the screen with war programmes. But a
handful of documentaries stand out; notably
Ludovic Kennedy’s accounts of the sinking of
the Scharnhorst and the Bismarck ; portraits of
Field Marshal Lord Slim and Admiral Yama-
moto; and detailed surveys of the U-boat war
and the 1942 commando raid on St Nazaire.

The leading figure in the year’s nature pro-
grammes was undoubtedly David Atten-
borough. Six visits with him to romantic and
little known parts of South-East Asia took the
viewer for a spell-binding half-hour journey to
the Spice Islands of the Celebes, to birds in New
Guinea, trees and caves in Borneo, to the
Krakatoa volcano in Sumatra. In a single 150
minute programme on BBC-2 called The Life
Game scientists looked at the pattern of evolu-
tion, to investigate just how the different
species have survived extinction, the ancient
game of life against death. The network pro-
duction centres round the country have been
able to make some of their best contributions to
the networks with this type of programme. The
rich prize-winning output of the Natural
History Unit in Bristol continued. John Sey-
mour travelled all over Wales in the wake of
George Borrow. Some of the new problems
brought to remote parts of the Scottish coast
by the North Sea oil finds were examined in
detail. A close look was taken at the life of a
gypsy family in Galloway, and all over Britain
the problems of disappearing fauna and dere-
lict land were investigated. Most distinguished
of all, perhaps, were three films by Heinz
Sielmann in The World About Us; most unusual
Peter Montagnon’s film The Roaring Silence
about the Buddhist monastery at Kathmandu
in Central Nepal.

Programmes

Many long running programmes had a good
year. Man Alive went to Herne Bay to study the
birth of an amateur presentation of The Sound
of Music. The same programme investigated
property development; legal aid and the cost
of justice in Britain today; and a centre for
disturbed adolescents at Peper Harow. A very
high standard of accuracy continued to be the
hallmark of Chronicle, Horizon and Tomorrow’s
World, a special exhibition associated withl the
last programme being mounted at the Design
Centre in London. No group of viewers shows
more loyalty to programme favourites than
children. One reason is the constant spirit of
adventurousness and enquiry with which chil-
dren’s programmes are produced so that they
retain their freshness. Of none is this truer than
Blue Peter which made visits to the Ivory
Coast and to Ethiopia in order to see at first
hand how the money collected inits appeal was
being spent. Blue Peter also visited many of the
capital cities of Europe in a series of special
assignments. Among these the visit to Venice
was a delightful mixture of relevant history and
the reporting of contemporary facts, including
the danger to the city from industrial pollution
and sinking foundations. Dr Who continued to
survive his amazing adventures, including two
involving the Daleks whose appearance each
year on the screen is almost obligatory. Some
care is taken with this programme to see that it
is not too frightening for younger children. It
could only be broadcast on a Saturday after-
noon, when parents are likely to be around (or
occasionally in compilation editions on a Bank
Holiday). It is certainly frightening for some
grown-ups, and over the years older children
have become well versed in the art of bringing
them comfort.

Space does not allow the giving in this
report of more than an indication of the variety
of BBC programmes. In producing them the
BBC’s own resources are stretched to the limit.
That is why the careful purchase of films and
series made by other broadcasting organisations
remains an important extra source of enrich-
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ment. Some of these purchases succeed so well
that they develop nearly as strong a following
in Britain as they have had in their country of
origin. This has certainly been true of Alias
Smith and Jones, now ended. During the year it
very quickly became true of M*A*S+H, the
amusing adventures of the surgeons and nurses
working in the 4077th Mobile Army Surgical
Hospital in Korea, based on some characters
originally created for a feature film.

The BBC knows from its postbag that many
viewers find the content of news bulletins de-
pressing. For the last ten years the mood of
contemporary fiction writers has been ‘down-
beat’ rather than uplifting, and to this extent
hope and delight have been rare qualities in
programmes like Play for Today which is a
necessary shop window for contemporary
works. Here was one reason for the general
appreciation throughout the year for the BBC’s
coverage of major public events, ranging from
the Royal Tour to the Royal Tournament,
from the Edinburgh Tattoo to Miss World. It
underlay the hundreds of letters of congratula-
tion which the BBC received for its coverage on
14 November of the wedding of HRH
Princess Anne and Captain Mark Phillips.

Prize-winning television programmes

Many BBC television programmes or person-
alities again won prizes during or shortly after
the end of the year under review. They were:

Horizon: The Making of a Natural History Film
The Top Emmy International Non-Fiction
Award. Also the 1973 Prix Italia Documentary
Prize.

The Duchess of Malfi; Omnibus: Fidelio Finke
Where Are You Now? Chosen out of the
world’s programmes for other Emmy nomina-
tions.

Bellamy on Botany In the Mire Television
Award and a Certificate of Merit from the
British Association for the Advancement of
Science.

30

Web of Life: The Living River Golden Camera
Award at the United States Industrial Film
Festival in Chicago. Also Gold Award in the
Educational Film Category of the 1973 British
Sponsored Film Awards.

The Old Grey Whistle Test A New Musical
Express Award.

Horizon: Shadows of Bliss Second prize in the
Image Building Section of the Sixth World
Congress of Public Relations in Geneva.

Cancer: Meeting the Challenge Glaxo Award
for Science Writers to Alec Nesbett.

Look Stranger: The Hobby-Horse Man The
Golden Harp Award presented by Radio
Telefis Eireann.

During the year these personal awards were
won:

The Benjamin Franklin Medal of the Royal
Society of Arts: Alistair Cooke for America

Silver Medal of the Design and Art Directors’
Association: Bernard Lodge, for the graphics
in The British Empire

A trophy from the Royal Television Society:
Alan Jeapes, for the title sequence of Colditz

A bronze statuette from the Royal National
Institute for the Deaf: Bill Northwood, for
News Review

In addition, the BBC won many of the Royal
Television Society and Pye Television Awards
for 1974:

A Royal Television Script Silver Medal (for an
outstanding creative achievement in front of
the camera): Dr Jacob Bronowski

The Geoffrey Parr Award (for a notable con-
tribution to television engineering): John
Shelley

Pye Award (for the most significant contribu-
tion to the development of colour television):
Ben Palmer.
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Pye Award (for the graphic design which con-
tributed most during the year to the success
of the programme for which it was created):
Bernard Lodge

Outstanding Female Personality: Esther
Rantzen

The BBC won five Sun Awards in 1973:

Top Comedy: The Morecambe and Wise Show
Top Female Personality: Cilla Black

Top Male Personality : Michael Parkinson
Top Actor: John Alderton

Top Children’s Programme: Blue Peter

The BBC also won another six Sun Awards in
1974:

Top Series (overall): Colditz

Top BBC Series: Colditz

Top Actor: Michael Crawford

Top Comedy Act: Morecambe and Wise

Top Female Personality: Cilla Black

Top Children’s Programme: Blue Peter (for the
fifth year running)

The Writers’ Guild of Great Britain Awards
for 1973 went to several BBC programmes. In
various categories these were:

Best Documentary Script: America, by Alistair
Cooke

Best Comedy Script: Dad’s Army, by Jimmy
Perry and David Croft

Best Original Screenplay: Stocker's Copper, by
Tom Clarke

Best Educational Script: Bess of Hardwick
(episode entitled The Mistress of Hardwick), by
Alison Plowden

Best Children’s Drama Script: The Long Chase,
by Norman Crisp

Light Entertainment Award: Monty Python’s
Flying Circus, by the Monty Python team

The Writers’ Guild Awards for 1974 went to
several more BBC programmes. In various
categories these were:

Programmes

Best Original Teleplay : Kisses at Fifty, by Colin
Welland

Best British Comedy Script: Whatever Hap-
pened to the Likely Lads ? by lan La Frenais and
Dick Clement

Best British Light Entertainment Script: The
Morecambe and Wise Show, by Eddie Braben

Best British Documentary Script: The Ascent of
Man, by Dr Jacob Bronowski

Best British Dramatisation: A Pin to See the
Peep Show, dramatised by Elaine Morgan

Best British Writer of a Series or Serial:
Norman Crisp

Best British Drama Script in the Field of Edu-
cation: Going to Work: What’s Five Minutes
Here or There ?

Many of the 1973 Awards from the Society
of Film and Television Arts were won by the
BBC. In various categories these were:

The Desmond Davis Award: James Mac-
Taggart for his outstanding creative contribu-
tion to television

Production and Direction Awards
Best Single Play: Michael Apted’s direction of
Colin Welland’s play Kisses at Fifty

Best Factual Programme: Roger Mills’ pro-
duction of Eric Davidson’s documentary Last
Night Another Soldier . . .

Best Situation Comedy Series: James Gilbert’s
production of Whatever Happened to the
Likely Lads?

Best Specialised Programme: Colin Nears’
Ommnibus: A Window on the War, about Colette

Best Specialised Series: Patrick Dowling’s
Vision On

Craft awards

Best Design: Eileen Diss (for Alice Through the
Looking Glass, Pygmalion, An Afternoon at the
Festival, Now She Lies There, Trouble in Tahiti)
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Performance awards

Best Actor: Frank Finlay (for Candide, The
Adventures of Don Quixote, The Death of
Adolf Hitler)

Best Actress: Celia Johnson (for Play for
Today: Mrs Palfrey at the Claremont)

Best Light Entertainment Performance: Eric
Morecambe and Ernie Wise in The Morecambe
and Wise Show.

Sponsored awards

Rediffusion Star Awards: Harlequin Award for
Children’s Entertainment: Michael Cole for
Watch With Mother: Ragtime

Flame of Knowledge Award for Schools Pro-
grammes: Ronald Smedley for Heil Caesar

Three Critics Awards, sponsored by the
Broadcasting Press Guild, were made to the
BBCin 1974:

Best Play: Kisses at Fifty

Best Comedy Programme: Whatever Hap-
pened to the Likely Lads ?

Best Arts Programme: Ommibus: Casals,

Master of the Cello

At the Golden Seaswallow Festival at
Knokke in Belgium the BBC won First Prize
for the third year running (and also the Press
Jury Prize) for the Best Variety Programme re-
corded live, with only the use of the facilities in
Knokke. The Jean Monnet Audio Visual Pro-
duction Award went to Jean Monnet: Father of
Europe, an edition of The Money Programme.

The BBC also won four Blue Ribbon Awards
at the American Film Festival in New York.
These went to: Man Alive: The Jesus Trip,
Tokyo — The 51st Volcano, America, Gone West
and Omnibus: Three Looms Waiting. Red
Ribbonawards at this Festival wentto : Horizon:
Navajo, The Last Red Indians, Christians at
War and Panorama: Golda Meir.

In the Royal Television Society’s British
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Television News Film of the Year competition,
these awards were won:

Hard News (Team) Category: Keith Skinner
and Bill Baglin (cameramen), Roy Gibbon and
Alan Smith (recordists) for Eviction Report

Hard News (Sound) Category: Jim Taylor
(cameraman) and Dick Hill (recordist), a
special commendation for Syrian Front

News Feature Category: Bernard Hesketh for
When the Fetters Snap

Regional News Category: H. Hyman of BBC
Wales, a special commendation for Disappear-
ing Road

Radio

The most significant advance in radio during
the year occurred when the confining of schools
broadcasts to vhf released three hours of
broadcasting time aday for general programmes
on Radio 4 during term time. This made it
possible for Radio 4 to broadcast, for the first
time, an unbroken service of general pro-
grammes throughout the day. Because of the
amount of advance warning the transition was
made smoothly and aroused practically no
adverse criticism from the schools.

Radio 4’s plans for making the best use of the
extra broadcasting time included the intro-
duction of two new morning phone-in pro-
grammes. Tuesday Call concentrates on pro-
grammes of advice and information; Friday
Call alternates ‘people to people’ discussions
of current issues with phone-in sessions to
well-known personalities. The most important
innovation in phone-ins, however, was Election
Call, broadcast on weekdays during the cam-
paign, which allowed listeners to put questions
direct to leading politicians. The audience
seized the chance eagerly and leading party
spokesmen seemed to recognise that the pro-
gramme gave them a valuable opportunity of
learning more about what was in the voters’
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minds and showing that they were not in-
different to it. The overall success of the pro-
grammes must surely have established this
technique as a feature of any future election
coverage.

Another extension of Radio 4’s coverage of
serious public affairs was the introduction at
11.00 pm of a 15-minute programme of
financial and business news The Financial
World Tonight. This was originally part of The
Werld Tonight but established itself successfully
as a separate entity when changes were made
in late-night programmes during the power
crisis.

One of the outstanding successes of the year
in radio was that of Drama Department in
winning the Italia Prize with its production of
James Cameron’s play The Pump. This was a
re-creation in fictional terms, and written speci-
ally for Radio 4, of the author’s own experience
of damage to his heart in an accident and the
process of having it repaired by a pacemaker.
Radio naturally gave full coverage to the wed-
ding of Princess Anne and Captain Mark
Phillips. It was relayed, with commentary, on
both Radio 4 and Radio 2, reaching a combined
audience of about a million. A record of the
ceremony, under the BBC label, was on sale in
the shops two days later and has proved
very popular both in LP and cassette form.

Radios 1 and 2 have now achieved a further
four hours a week of separation and have
consequently moved still further towards
becoming two completely separate channels.
An interesting development on Radio 2 has
been the introduction of a new-style Jimmy
Young Show, including discussion of consumer
and welfare topics, while Radio 1 has mounted
a major 26-part series tracing the growth of
pop music from the late 50s to today.

A feature of Radio 3’s programmes has been
the experiment of devoting a whole day or even
weekend to a single theme or subject. There
was a day of programmes concerning women in
the arts and society, another given over to the
music of Benjamin Britten and a weekend in

Programmes

which various aspects of German culture were
examined.

Radios 1 & 2

The effect of the four additional hours of
separation of Radios 1 and 2 may be seen at the
weekend. On Radio 1 there is a new pop show,
Rock On, from 10.00 pm to midnight on
Saturdays and on Sundays the same network
broadcasts two hours of jazz. As a result, the
two networks now share programmes on most
days of the week for no more than three hours
in the evening and two hours in the early
morning.

Now that more people are known to have
access to stereo receivers, the proportion of
music in stereo on Radio 2 has risen to 70 per
cent. In addition, as a result of switching the
vhf/stereo channel to Radio 1 in the late
evening and on Saturday afternoons, pop
enthusiasts are able to enjoy stereo broadcasts
for 20 hours a week. During the year, stereo
broadcasts became available for the first time
in the Midlands and the North of England.
But stereo transmissions from Scotland -
planned to start in April 1974 — were delayed
by an industrial dispute.

The first major re-shuffle of morning pro-
grammes since Radio 1 began took place in
June with Noel Edmonds taking over the
breakfast-time broadcasts and Tony Blackburn
- who again won the Reveille poll for the net-
work’s top disc jockey — moving to a new three-
hour programme starting at 9.00 am. The
main development on Radio 2 was the arrival
of Jimmy Young from Radio 1 to demonstrate
new talents in a two-hour programme starting
at 11.30 am. Described as ‘an entertainment
programme with serious intent’, it featured a
mixture of middle-of-the-road music with
discussions about welfare and consumer
matters. Interviews were an important part of
the format and those who chatted to Jimmy
Young included Ministers and leading figures
from the Opposition. By the end of the year,
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the programme had increased the Radio 2
audience at this time by over one million.

A major development during the year was
the introduction on Radio 1 of a twice-daily

ews programme addressed to younger lis-
teners and presented in a style they could
accept. Broadcast on weekdays at 12.30 pm
and 5.30 pm, Newsbeat represented a major
advance for a network which previously had
concentrated almost entirely on pop music
during the day. Although it naturally adopts a
Radio 1 type format and includes news of the
pop world, the programme is basically con-
cerned with serious news. Indeed, one of its
achievements has been the way in which it made
events such as the Middle East war intelligible
and interesting to an audience which cannot be
assumed to have much background knowledge.
Listening figures have been encouragingly high,
matching those for the music programmes in
which each edition is placed. During the
General Election, Newsbeat mounted three
special programmes in which the party leaders
were questioned by young voters.

Weekly series of musical documentaries were
an important innovation on both networks.
October 1973 saw the start of Radio 1’s most
ambitious project — the 26-week series of The
Story of Pop. Narrated by Alan Freeman, the
programmes traced the history of pop music
from rock and roll in the late 50s to the styles
of today. Radio 2 began a series of biographies
of more traditional figures from the world of
popular music. The first traced the life and
career of Bing Crosby in 14 one-hour pro-
grammes. It was followed by other series which
told — with ample musical illustrations — the
stories of Ivor Novello, Vera Lynn, Petula
Clark, Tommy Steele, Mario Lanza, Jimmy
Kennedy and Henry Hall. In each case the
programmes adopted the style thought to be
best suited to their subject.

Until the advent of the energy crisis, Radio
1 and 2 programmes were broadcast from all
parts of the country. Pete Murray’s Open
House filled halls and theatres in many cities;
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John Dunn’s afternoon programmes visited
various sporting events; and, until December,
Radio 1 Club continued its travels around
youth clubs, schools, universities and disco-
theques. In the summer, the Radio ! Show
Caravan took to the road for the first time,
making a six week tour of the coast of Britain
and broadcasting from 24 resorts.

Once again comedy featured prominently in
Radio 2 schedules with two major shows a
week, at 1.00 pm on Saturdays and 2.00 pm
on Sundays. Listeners had the opportunity to
hear many of the top entertainers of the day
including Frankie Howerd, Mike Yarwood,
Arthur Lowe, Warren Mitchell, Ken Dodd and
Bob Monkhouse. The new series — Hello
Cheeky with Tim Brooke-Taylor, Barry Cryer
and John Junkin - revived the style of I'm
Sorry I'll Read That Again, while Radio 1
listeners were introduced to Eric Idle and the
zany world of Radio 5. The year also saw a
number of new quiz shows some of which —
Beat the Record, Three in a Row and Pop Score —
made a feature of direct involvement with the
audience at home. Another new series,
mounted with the co-operation of local news-
papers all over the country, aimed at finding
The Husband of the Year.

Sport

By the end of the year Sport on 2, the Saturday
afternoon programme of reports and comment
on the major sporting fixtures had been ex-
tended by half-an-hour to 4% hours. Sport on 2
carried extensive coverage of the Common-
wealth Games in New Zealand. A special
team was flown out to Christchurch to look
after radio’s interests and sent back live
reports which were included in the Early Show,
The Terry Wogan Show and Jimmy Young’s
programme. Highlights recorded during the
day were also carried in the evening on Sports
Desk. Throughout the year, the major boxing
and soccer matches were broadcast in the
evenings on long wave, leaving the vhf/stereo
channel free for music programmes. On week-
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day afternoons, Radio 2 continued to provide a
mixture of music and sport with an hourly
Sports Desk spot keeping listeners abreast of
the latest results from 1.45 pm onwards.

Radio 3

On Radio 3, the year saw the extension of music
broadcasting by a network split during one-day
Test matches. But perhaps the most widely
reported change was the introduction of a
phone-in format for Your Concert Choice. This
was successful in attracting an audience but less
so as regards the quality of conversation. Con-
sequently, a new format incorporating the best
features of the experiment was adopted towards
the end of 1973.

Music Weekly, under a new producer, is now
gradually establishing itself as a worthy suc-
cessor to the much-loved Music Magazine. The
Positive World, a weekly news review pro-
gramme of hopeful trends in world affairs,
attracted wide notice at a time when many
peoplewereacutely awareof trends ofa different
kind. Now, under Donald Milner, it is recog-
nised as making a valid and worthwhile con-
tribution to Radio 3. The critics returned in
Critics’ Forum and at once demonstrated their
old authority in a new guise. The discussion
covers the theatre, cinema, books, broadcasting
and the visual arts and speakers take part for up
to six weeks at a time. Among a number of
programmes on literary figures one of the most
notable was a commentary on the life and
works of the American man of letters Edmund
Wilson, compiled and produced by Philip
French. Contributors included Lionel Trilling,
Gore Vidal, George Steiner and V. S. Pritchett.
In terms of authority, a series of 14 programmes
on China, chaired by Richard Harris, provided
perhaps the weightiest talks contribution to the
network. The series set out to examine what
China means in the world today, taking as its
theme change and continuity in the world’s
longest surviving civilisation.

The experiment of devoting a whole day, or
even weekend, to a single theme was continued

Programmes

and provided some carclully built program-
ming. Perhaps the keenest advance interest was
stimulated by the promise of a day of pro-
grammes devoted to woinen in the arts and
society. Then in November, Benjamin Britten’s
60th birthday offered a proper occasion for
devoting an entire Sunday to his work. This
ranged from his ‘light’ music in the morning,
through an afternoon performance of his latest
opera Death in Venice to a relay of his birthday
concert from the Royal Albert Hall. An Evening
of Belief was centred on Brian Moore’s play
Catholics and the Otto Klemperer recording of
Beethoven’s Missa Solemnis. But probably the
most comprehensive of all these special events
was the well-received German Weekend which
focused with considerable seriousness on
various aspects of German culture. Its musical
highlights included a performance of Pfitzner’s
opera Palestrina and a direct relay from Berlin
of Schoenberg’s Pelleas et Melisande with the
Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra under Herbert
von Karajan. Speech programmes included an
inquiry into Germany’s future place in Europe,
astudy of Goethe’s classicism and a remarkable
discussion in which German historians faced
up to war guilt.

Other new developments included (on
Britten day) a simultaneous relay with tele-
vision of Britten’s Spring Symphony. It was also
possible on occasion to plan a television music
programme and a Radio 3 programme in
tandem. This enabled the discussion and
analysis of a work on television to be followed
by a performance of it in its entirety on Radio 3,
as happened with Beethoven’s Quartet in C
Major, Op. 59 No. 3. Among the outstanding
musical series on Radio 3 was The French
Opera. This provided the network’s audience
with an opportunity to hear more than three
dozen operas, including many which are rarely
performed. Great interest was aroused, too, by
The Symphony, a series of 13 concerts with co-
ordinated talks, which presented a meaningful
juxtaposition of works, regardless of their date
of composition. The BBC Symphony Orches-
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tra’s Spring tour of Italy and Austria included
the opening concert of the Vienna Festival,
relayed live in excellent stereophony. The
broadcasting of the opening of the Sydney
Opera House, which would have extended
significantly the range of stereo relays, was
foiled by a strike of Australian workers, but
the quality of sound attained during test
transmissions was sufficiently impressive to be
worth mentioning here. All the major British
music festivals were fully reflected and the
Proms, in Sir William Glock’s last year, repre-
sented a considerable artistic achievement. All
the concerts were broadcast on Radio 3 and
attendances at the Royal Albert Hall were once
again high. A music feature on Vaughan
Williams and Holst won an important prize in
Hungary, while the weekly transmission of
Jazz in Britain on Radio 3 meant an increase
in the network’s provision of jazz programmes.
Among the important drama broadcasts of
the year was James Saunders’ first major work
for radio, Random Moments in a May Garden,
which represented another success for the
European Broadcasting Union scheme of
jointly commissioning outstanding writers.
Another prominent author recently com-
missioned is the Polish novelist Mrozek.
Radio 3 listeners also had the opportunity of
hearing a new production — in stereo — of the
first radio play, Danger, by Richard Hughes. It
went out 50 years to the day after its first broad-
cast and was followed by an interview with the
author. Among dramatic readings the most
noteworthy was the serial broadcasting of
Byron’s Don Juan and among features the six-
part series The Far-Off and the Near. This was
the history of an English family over three
centuries culled from their letters and diaries
and threw fascinating light both on the customs
of the time and on history as it was being made.
Weekly patronage figures for Radio 3 have
remained near the three million mark.
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Radio 4

The introduction of a twin service on Radio 4
for three hours a day during term-time, with
general programmes on medium wave and
schools broadcasts on vhf, had long been
recognised as desirable, but it was not until last
year that money could be found to pay for it.
However, when in June 1973 schools pro-
grammes went out on medium wave for the
last time, it at once became possible to make
a number of other welcome changes. Most
important among them was the introduction of
a service of news on the hour from 7.00 am to
7.00 pm on weekdays. This increase in the
daily number of bulletins from seven to 13
provided a spine for the new Radio 4 and for
the listener the certainty of being kept in-
formed of developments in major national or
international events almost as they happened.
The change also meant that for the first time
Radio 4 was able to cater for that substantial
part of the daytime audience of housewives,
shift workers, retired people and others which
wants something apart from music. The new
programmes which they were offered included
two phone-ins, Tuesday Call and Friday Call,
a new consumer magazine Checkpoint, a half-
hour drama spot, In Britain Now — the domestic
counterpart of the prestigious From Our Own
Correspondent — and Wildlife, a companion
programme to The Living World. A third
development made possible by the release of
extra time was the switching of Woman’s Hour
from Radio 2 to Radio 4. This was accom-
plished without any loss of audience - indeed,
if anything, with a slight increase — and the
programme found a new home in a sequence in
which it is preceded by The World at One and
The Archers.

Finally, with more time available some
features — among them Sir John Betjeman’s
Poetry Prom — were able to get a deserved
second hearing before a different audience.
But the biggest benefit for Radio 4 was to
enable it to cater for its audience all day long
all the year round for the first time in its
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history. Already this has led to an increase in
daytime listening figures of up to one and a half
million between 9.00 and 10.00 am, and
almost as many at 12.00 noon. In the long
term it is bound to have an even more healthy
effect on the network’s development.

During the year Radio 4 experimented with
the pattern of its late-evening programmes. One
reason was the introduction of Kaleidoscope, as
a daily magazine programme of the arts and
sciences. Another was the extension of The
World Tonight to include a business and
financial news section. The new pattern
appeared to be accepted by the audience and
although there were some complaints about
the change, there were probably more about
the new earlier placing of A Book at Bedtime
which nevertheless led to an increase in the
audience of as much as 60 per cent. However,
after giving the new pattern a trial run lasting
some months, it was decided to revise it.
Kaleidoscope has now been given a fixed
placing at 9.30 pm, followed at 10.00 pm by
The World Tonight at its old time and duration.
A Book at Bedtime is at 10.45 pm, 15 minutes
earlier than its traditional time, while the
financial and business news report originally
contained in The World Tonight now stands on
its own at 11.00 pm.

This feature was originally detached from its
parent programme as part of Radio 4s
response to the early television closedown
introduced during the fuel crisis. However, it
was felt that in general there would be little to
gain from radical alteration in Radio 4’s even-
ing programmes at this time. If, as was be-
lieved, the network’s regular customers were
being well served, the late arrivals would surely
appreciate the same fare. But on Saturday and
Sunday Radio 4’s normal closedown was rela-
tively early, so it was decided to introduce an
extra late-night show on those evenings. In
common with other networks, Radio 4 sub-
stantially increased its audience at this time.

The coming of commercial radio in the
autumn of 1973 led to a big increase in the

Programmes

number of phone-in programmes available to
listeners overall. But Radio 4, which had
pioneered phone-ins in this country, was still
the only national network to make regular and
substantial use of them. Moreover, if misuse of
the phone-in can lead to its becoming a
meandering, crackling bore, properly con-
trolled it can produce broadcasting of the
highest quality. Radio 4 has tried to guard
against the dangers by restricting the use of the
phone-in technique to less than three hours a
week, by insisting on firm editorial control in
the choice of questions and by deploying the
technique over a wide range of subject matter.

Two recent examples of phone-ins must have
gone far towards removing any lingering
doubts about the validity of the technique.
First, there was a remarkable 60-minute phone-
in which followed a recent documentary on
cancer. In the course of it doctors, cancer
sufferers and their relatives made contributions
to a discussion with the panel which could
hardly have been achieved in any other way.
Secondly, there was the use of the phone-in
technique during the Election Campaign to
enable listeners to put questions direct to
senior party spokesmen in Election Call. Robin
Day took the chair for all 13 programmes,
which were notable both for the seriousness and
relevance of the questioning and the truthful
reflection of the atmosphere of a good political
meeting. These facts, together with the very
large number of callers (up to 10,000 per pro-
gramme) and of listeners (up to one and a
half million) has established this technique as
a permanent and valuable feature of any future
election coverage.

Throughout the election period Radio 4
broadcast a nightly campaign report in The
World Tonight and also covered developments
as they occurred in its other daily news and
current affairs sequences. There were special
editions of Analysis devoted to the election,
while spokesmen for all the main parties took
part in Any Questions ? during the campaign.
On polling day Radio 4's Election Special
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started at 10.30 pm, and stayed on the air
until 4 o’clock the following morning when the
last of the overnight results came in. The pro-
gramme included no fewer than 40 outside
broadcasts from key seats where coverage was
provided by reporters both from the networks
and - for the first time in a General Election —
from BBC local radio stations. The following
day FElection Special came on the air again at
10.45 am, and continued to bring listeners
news of developments. On Saturday morning,
Destination Downing Street looked at the after-
math of the election, while a speedily mounted
edition of The World at One kept listeners in-
formed about the political and constitutional
possibilities.

The outstanding political series of the year
was Politics in the °70s in which four leading
politicians out of office in their parties were
brought together to discuss mainstream politi-
cal philosophy in Britain today. The contribu-
tors were Michael Foot, Enoch Powell, Roy
Jenkins and Reginald Maudling with Robin
Day - whose idea it was — in the chair. The
result was a series of six programmes which
attracted a good deal of attention in the serious
press. The series was noteworthy in dealing with
explosive issues without sensationalism and in
allowing the speakers really adequate time to
develop their views. International politics were
the subject of the Reith Lectures delivered by
Aljstair Buchan, Professor of International
Relations at Oxford University. Under the
ovcrall heading of Change without War he
examined the climate of world politics today
and what he saw as the search for a new order.
Throughout the year Analysis continued to
provide its regular in-depth survey of national
and international issues. The aftermath of the
Middle East War was reflected in editions from
Egypt and Israel; two documentaries examined
developments in Nigeria, Tanzania and Zam-
bia, and there was a discussion of the Indecent
Displays Bill. Occasionally a whole programme
was given over to a conversation with an
eminent public figure — the Archbishop of
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Canterbury, Dr Ramsey, and the West German
Finance Minister, Helmut Schmidt among
them. The more interesting occasional series
included This Island Now, back again reporting
on environmental problems with particular
reference to the energy crisis, and Where Are

‘ou Taking Us ? which reflected new scientific
developments and assessed the state of research
in the medical and physical sciences. Topical
issues also came up for regular discussion in
the popular Any Questions ? which celebrated
its 25th year on the air.

Drama continued to occupy a prominent
place in Radio 4’s programme schedules. Two
particularly successful Sunday night series wcre
The Barchester Chronicles adapted in 20
parts and David Copperfield in 13 parts.
An average of about a million listeners a week
listened to the two broadcasts of these serials.
Another highly successful drama series was
Dear and Honoured Lady with Peggy Ashcroft
as Queen Victoria. The series was produced by
Nesta Pain with scripts contributed by a
variety of different authors including Nesta
Pain herself. It has now been broadcast three
times to highly appreciative audiences.

The lighter aspects of life were refiected in a
number of different series including Frank
Muir Goes Into . . . and What Ho! Jeeves with
Richard Briers and Michael Hordern. The
Frank Muir programme won a Writers’ Guild-
Award. Dad’s Army provided a good example
of a successful adaptation from television to
radio, while during the year Week Ending took
on a new shape as a 15-minute programme
running all the year round. It also received the
compliments of the Dean of Westminster, who
referred to ‘my sacred duty to listen’.

An upward trend in Radio 4’s audience
figures was established fairly early on in the
year. Later, events such as the Middle East
war, the power crisis and the General Election
led to the customary increase in listening to
news and current affairs programmes at such
times.
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Local radio

The importance of news and information as a
major ingredient of the programmes broadcast
by the BBC’s 20 local radio stations was under-
lined during the year by the appointment of the
first local radio reporters to cover Parliament-
ary affairs. At the same time a local radio desk
was set up in the newsroom in Broadcasting
House to ensure a two-way flow of news be-
tween London and the local stations. The co-
operation established in this way proved of
particular value during the General Election
campaign. For the first time all the stations
provided coverage of local issues and in the
Radio London area no fewer than 300 candi-
dates took part in three days of election broad-
casts. Guidance on national aspects of the
campaign was available from London, and
local stations played a big part in coverage of
the results in network radio programmes.

The public service aspect of the stations was
again emphasised in their coverage of the re-
organisation of local government. Discussions
and debates were broadcast during the elec-
tions for councillors and there were many
opportunities for explaining what the role of
the new councils would be. Phone-in pro-
grammes gave listeners the opportunity to ask
questions and to seek clarification of specific
points.

Once again, local radio provided members
of the audience with opportunities to become
broadcasters themselves, at least temporarily.
In some cases, however, local groups are
mounting their own regular programmes with
the guidance of a BBC producer. For instance,
in Kent both the Women’s Institute and the
Townswomen’s Guild have their own half-hour
programme once a month on Radio Medway,
while several universities in local radio areas
have their own programmes during term-time.
Another example of the direct link between the
stations and the communities they serve is the
readiness of many education authorities to
second teachers to help produce educational
programmes.

Programmes

The year saw the opening of a new local
station in Carlisle. Now that all the local
stations can be heard on medium wave as well
as vhf more and more people are discovering
them. Nottingham and Derby, however, ex-
perienced delays in finding suitable sites for
their medium-wave transmitters, while one of
the largest stations — Radio Manchester - is
still having to broadcast on a temporary low-
powered medium-wave transmitter.

During the power crisis, when television
hours were restricted, the local stations broad-
cast late-night news bulletins, while some of
them also mounted special programmes from
10.30 pm to midnight. Judging by the number
of phone calls and letters received these addi-
tional programmes were much appreciated.
Although some local stations met commercial
competition for the first time, none of them
abandoned the policy of catering for minority
groups. The immigrant community, the blind
and the handicapped were all catered for in
the programme schedules. So, too, were
minority groups representing specialist inter-
ests such as angling and local history.

Prize-winning radio programmes

Italia Prize
Best Radio Play: The Pump, by James
Cameron

Japan Prize
Jury Prize: Everything New, a radiovision
schools programme in the series Stories and
Rhymes

Writers’ Guild of Great Britain
Best Radio Feature: to Frank Muir and
producer Simon Brett for Frank Muir Goes
Into. ..

Best Radio Comedy Script: to Eddie Braben
for The Worst Show on the Wireless

Best Radio Drama Script: to Fay Weldon
for Spider
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Radio Industries Club
Programme of the Year: Today (for the third
time in succession)
Radio Personality of the Year: Robert
Robinson

Radio Industries Club of Scotland
Radio Personality of the Year: Mary Mar-
quis

Variety Club of Great Britain
Radio Personality of the Year: Terry Wogan

Ivor Novello Award: Made in Britain

Hungarian Radio’s Pro Musica Competition:
Summertime on Bredon won first prize

ITT Creed Award: to Chris Denham of BBC
Radio Bristol for his reporting of the Basle air
disaster

Nordring Radio Festival, Holland
Top Arranger’s Prize: to Les Reed, entered
by the BBC

Slovene Song Festival Ljubljana
Grand Prix winning song: sung by Frank
Ifield, entered by the BBC

Billboard International Country Music
Awards
Programme of the Year: Country Club

BRSCC Trophy for the greatest contribution
to the furtherance of motor sport: to Noel
Edmunds and Radio 1 (held jointly with Radio
Luxembourg)

Polls in the New Musical Express, Melody
Maker and Sounds voted Sounds of the 70s as
the top radio programme. Polls in Disc and
Record Mirror voted the Noel Edmunds show
the top radio show, and they also voted Noel
Edmunds the top DJ. A Reveille poll voted Tony
Blackburn the top Radio 1 DJand Terry Wogan
top Radio 2 DJ. Polls in the New Musical
Express and Melody Maker voted John Peel as
top DIJ.
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Party political broadcasts and
broadcasts by Members of Parliament

Party political broadcasts for the calendar year
are arranged on the basis of time offered by the
BBC. The broadcasting authorities and repre-
sentatives of the leading political parties agree
annually on the detailed arrangements, the
number and overall length of broadcasts allo-
cated to each party being related to the number
of votes cast for the respective parties at the
previous General Election. The television
broadcasts are carried simultaneously by the
BBC and ITV. The BBC has, of course, no edi-
torial responsibility for the content of the
broadcasts, although it provides the necessary
transmission facilities and assistance, on re-
quest, for their production in the studio.

For the calendar year 1973, party political
broadcasts were as follows:

In Television

Conservative 1 broadcast of 15 minutes
4 broadcasts of 10 minutes
1 broadcast of 5 minutes

Labour 1 broadcast of 15 minutes
4 broadcasts of 10 minutes
1 broadcast of 5 minutes
Liberal 1 broadcast of 10 minutes
2 broadcasts of 5§ minutes
In Radio

Conservative
7 broadcasts of 5 minutes (Radio 4)
2 broadcasts of 5§ minutcs (Radio 2)
Labour
6 broadcasts of 5 minutes (Radio 4)
3 broadcasts of 5 minutes (Radio 2)
Liberal
2 broadcasts of 5 minutes (Radio 4)
1 broadcast of 5 minutes (Radio 2)
Within the time allotted there were more
broadcasts than in previous years because the
unusually large number of local elections
following the re-organisation of local govern-
ment created an unprecedented situation.
The one party political broadcast between
1 January and 31 March 1974 was in televi-
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sion (10 minutes) by the Labour Party.

In addition to these series of national net-
work broadcasts by the main parties, the
Scottish and Welsh National Parties were allo-
cated party political broadcasts in Scotland
and Wales respectively during 1973 as follows:

In Television
Scottish National Party
1 broadcast of 5 minutes (in Scotland)
Welsh National Party
1 broadcast of 5 minutes (in Wales)

In Radio
Scottish National Party
1 broadcast of 5 minutes (in Scotland)
Welsh National Party
1 broadcast of 5 minutes (in Wales)

Party election broadcasts

The party clection broadcasts by the three
main parties in February 1974 were as follows:

In Television
Conservative
5 broadcasts of 10 minutes
Labour
5 broadcasts of 10 minutes
Liberal
3 broadcasts of 10 minutes

In Radio
Conservative
4 broadcasts of 10 minutes (Radio 4)
3 broadcasts of 5 minutes (Radio 2)
Labour
4 broadcasts of 10 minutes (Radio 4)
3 broadcasts of 5 minutes (Radio 2)
Liberal
2 broadcasts of 10 minutes (Radio 4)
2 broadcasts of 5 minutes (Radio 2)

Provision was also made for party election
broadcasts by other parties which had a
minimum of 50 candidates nominated through-
out the United Kingdom. In the event, one
party (the National Front) qualified in this
respect.

Programmes

Election broadcasts by the National Front
were as follows:

In Television: 1 broadcast of 5 minutes
(BBC-1)

In Radio: 1 broadcast of 5 minutes (Radio 4)

The election broadcasts by the Scottish and
Welsh National Parties in Scotland and Wales
respectively were as follows:

In Television: 1 broadcast each of 10 minutes
(BBC Scotland and BBC Wales respectively)

In Radio: 1 broadcast each of 10 minutes
(Radio 4 in Scotland and Wales respectively)

This was double the previous allocation, and
was made on the initiative of the BBC and IBA.

Ministerial broadcasts

The following ministerial broadcasts were
given between 1 April 1973 and 31 March1974:

The Rt Hon. Edward Heath, mp (as Prime
Minister) on BBC-1 and Radio 4 on 13 De-
cember 1973, about the state of emergency.

The Rt Hon. Harold Wilson, mp (for the
Opposition) on BBC-1 and Radio 4 on 14 De-
cember 1973, in reply to Mr Heath.

The Rt Hon. James Prior, Mp (Conservative),
the Rt Hon. Denis Healey, mp (Labour), and
the Rt Hon. Jeremy Thorpe, Mp (Liberal), on
BBC-1 and Radio 4 on 15 December 1973, in
discussion of the points made by Mr Heath and
Mr Wilson.

The Rt Hon. Anthony Barber, mMp (as
Chancellor of the Exchequer) on BBC-1 and
Radio 4 on 17 December 1973 about his mini-
budget.

The Rt Hon. Denis Healey, mp (for the
Opposition) on BBC-1 and Radio 4 on 18 De-
cember 1973, in reply to Mr Barber.

The Rt Hon. Patrick Jenkin, mp (Conserva-
tive), Mr Brian Walden, mp (Labour), and Mr
John Pardoe, mp (Liberal), on BBC-1 and
Radio 4 on 19 December 1973, in discussion of
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the points made by Mr Barber and Mr Healey.

The Rt Hon. Edward Heath, Mp (as Prime
Minister) on BBC-1 and Radio 4 on 7 Febru-
ary 1974, on the dissolution of Parliament.

The Rt Hon. Harold Wilson, mp (for the
Opposition) on BBC-1 and Radio 4 on 8 Feb-
ruary 1974, in reply to Mr Heath.

The Rt Hon. James Prior, Mp (Conservative),
the Rt Hon. Roy Mason, Mp (Labour), the Rt
Hon. Jo Grimond, mp (Liberal), on BBC-1 on
8 February 1974, in discussion of the points
made by Mr Heath and Mr Wilson.

The Rt Hon. James Prior, Mp (Conservative),
the Rt Hon. Roy Mason, Mp (Labour), Lord
Avebury (Liberal), on Radio 4 on 9 February
1974, in discussion of points made by Mr
Heath and Mr Wilson.

Budget broadcasts were given as follows on
26 and 27 March 1974: by the Rt Hon. Denis
Healey, mp, Chancellor of the Exchequer, on
both television and radio on 26 March 1974,
and on the following evening by the Rt Hon.
Robert Carr, mp, on behalf of the Opposition,
also on television and radio.

During the period 1 April 1973 to 31 March
1974, there were 564 appearances by Members
of Parliament in television network pro-
grammes. In radio network programmes there
were 2,126. The number of individual Members
of Parliament taking part in network program-
mes was 252 on television, and 383 on radio.

The number of individual Members of Parlia-
ment taking part in network programmes dur-
ing the life of the last Parliament (18 Jure 1970—
8 February 1974) was 518 on radio and 405 on
television.

News

If 1972-73 was ‘one of the most active news
periods for many years’ (to quote the last
Annual Report), the year under review has
certainly rivalled it. The Middle East went to
war again and returned to an uneasy peace; a
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growing economtic and political crisis at home
led to an unexpected election and change of
Government; in the United States, scandal
destroyed the career of the Vice-President and
threatened the Presidency itself; and the
nations which owned the world’s oil began
dictating terms to those who depended on it.
These were only a few of the major stories for
which BBC News provided comprehensive and
detailed coverage on radio and television.

At the sudden outbreak of war in the Middle
East, BBC special correspondents and camera
teams were despatched within hours to the
fighting fronts and to the capitals of the com-
batant countries. At the height of the conflict,
no fewer than 18 BBC reporters and corre-
spondents were dispersed around the various
fronts: in three weeks, some 60 film reports
were shown, some of them of the war at first
hand - and many of them obtained only by dint
of outstanding courage and sustained endur-
ance. Through the use of satellite communi-
cations (and, indeed, some hard driving by local
taxi-drivers and others) remote battlefront
scenes filmed in the morning were on television
screens in Britain by nine o’clock the same
evening, day after day. Meanwhile the voice
despatches from Cairo, Damascus and Jeru-
salem helped to set the military and political
scene in context and to balance the claims of the
adversaries; they were widely admired for their
immediacy and their comprehensiveness. For
the programme editors the difficulty, as always,
was to weigh the conflicting claims reported
from each side and to give, through expert
commentators, an estimate of how the situation
was really developing. The war raised in an
acute form the familiar problem of how to
maintain a flow of fair and impartial accounts
of swiftly-moving events when information is
restricted by inaccessibility and by the demands
of censorship. Inevitably, there were accusa-
tions of partial reporting, although the charges
tended to come in roughly equal measure from
the supporters of both causes; many of the
critics seemed to judge reports not so much by
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what they contained as by what they would
have liked them to contain. Following the
cease-fire, BBC correspondents chronicled the
comings and goings of the tireless Dr Kissinger
on the missions which eventually brought the
successful disengagement of the Egyptian and
Israeli forces.

Since various dates for a General Election
had been mooted in the preccding weeks the
complicated process of planning - involving
more technical resources than ever before — was
well advanced when it came in February
1974. News, Current Affairs and Outside
Broadcast teams joined forces to cover the three
weeks of the campaign. The lunch-time tele-
vision news bulletin was extended to 30 minutes
and gave excerpts from the morning news con-
ferences of all three main political parties. The
Nine O’Clock news on BBC-1 was coupled with
campaign reports and ran for an hour, the
general news merging with coverage of that
evening’s speeches by the politicians and film
reports from the constituencies; in the second
half-hour of the programme there were studio
interviews and comment on the progress of the
campaign. The volume of the coverage was not
universally popular. There was the fullest pos-
sible coverage, too, on network radio and in the
regions, and a great deal of activity by the
BBC’s 20 local radio stations, many of which
put out their own results programmes for the
first time, as well as making valuable contribu-
tions to the national networks.

Throughout the year Northern Ireland was
still a major item in almost every day’s news.
The level of violence diminished for a time,
only to gather strength again in the New Year
with bombings, sectarian killings and attacks
on the security forces. The situation continued
to present challenging problems for BBC Bel-
fast and for the London-based reporters who
were stationed on rota in Northern Ireland.
Some signs of hope appeared on the political
front, although these were dimmed again as the
year ended; the June elections to the new
Assembly were completed with little disorder
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and later in the year came the Sunningdale con-
ference on the future of Northern Ireland and
the appointment of a power-sharing Executive,
the future of which seemed less secure following
the outcome of the British gencral election in
the Northern Ireland constituencies.

The BBC’s Washington staff were fully
stretched in following each turn of the Water-
gate saga. Leading the reporting team was
Charles Wheeler, the senior correspondent in
the United States. Later in the year he moved
to Brussels as Chief Correspondent, Europe, to
strengthen the BBC’s coverage of EEC affairs.
He was immediately involved in reporting a
nine-nation alliance under extreine stresses and
strains.

A feature of the year was a further reduction
in the time taken to convey news from source to
studio. The use of satellites in the Middle East
war has already been mentioned. At home, a
parallel reduction of time between the event and
its relaying to the audience was achieved by the
greater use of electronic cameras, which by-
pass the problems of film collection and pro-
cessing. The News Outside Broadcast Unit was
in operation for more than one day in three
throughout the year: it gave extensive coverage
to the miners’ dispute in the autumn and
winter and to the ensuing economic and
political crises. Even when important meetings
broke up after the start of a news bulletin,
interviews with the participants could often be
included before it ended. This advance in
technical sophistication has also continued in
other areas, e¢nabling electronic journalism to
extend its frontiers even further. Countries
participating in Eurovision arrangements can
now exchange their newsfilm three times a
day, on a regular basis. These arrangements
now extend beyond Europe, taking in Iran and
Kuwait, while the countries of South America
are regularly linked in to the exchange via
Madrid. But film still remains the main instru-
ment for the origination of television news
material, and nowhere was the flexibility of
film coverage better demonstrated than in the
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Queen’s tour of the Far East and Australia in
early 1974.

The year brought direct competition to BBC
Radio News. Commercial radio began in
October with the setting up of the all-news
London Broadcasting Company, to be fol-
lowed almost immediately by Capital Radio
and, later, by stations in Glasgow and in
Birmingham. The BBC had already responded
to the public’s increasing appetite for news by
expanding its own coverage on Radio 4. There
is now a bulletin or news programme every
hour, on the hour, from 7.00 am to 7.00 pm.
Radio 1 listeners, in addition to the regular
news summaries, were given their own 15
minute news programme Newsbeat, which was
broadcast twice a day and which quickly
established a place for itself among younger
listeners.

Religious broadcasting

Radio and television continue to make their
distinctive contribution to national and local
religious life. Their programmes both lead and
reflect. The very choice of what to reflect in
religious affairs can often give a lead. This can
be by programmes which challenge religious
leaders to state the timeless issues in tough con-
temporary situations; which explore in depth
an important religious movement; which en-
courage and disclose new forms of worship and
devotion; which focus on the deep experience
of menand women in everyday life;; which bring
to listeners and viewers first hand accounts of
the great festivals in the life of the Christian
Church; and which keep listeners up to date
with news and views of religious interest. These
are some of the features which have found a
place in some 150 hours of television viewing
and some 450 hours of radio listening offered to
the public in the year under review.
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Television

The Sunday Debate (6.15 pm, BBC-1) has con-
tinued with its three-programme format, in
which the subject is debated ‘for’ and ‘against’
in the first two and assessed and summed up in
the third. Among the subjects discussed have
been private education, the power of the
unions, the Roman Catholic Church, protest
and the law. Other programmes have varied
the diet in this familiar Sunday viewing spot.
What shall we tell the children ? was an experi-
mental blend of imaginative work by children,
interpretation by a skilled teacher of religion
and interview with the parents of one family
in the children’s group. Another series con-
sisted of four film programmes, The Faces of
Christ, in which the viewer was challenged to
relate the sufferings and the joys of Christ and
His revolutionary message to the experience of
contemporary life. If Christ was for Everyman,
it was suggested, Everyman would need to
share in His total experience.

Meanwhile in the early evening on BBC-2
See You Sunday has reflected the religious
world of a new generation and What’s it all
about ? has tested the religious knowledge of
school children from all over the country.
Services of worship specially designed for tele-
vision continue every Sunday, with outside
broadcasts covering special events such as the
Pope’s Easter Blessing; an open-air Eucharist
at the close of the London Worship Festival
That’s the Spirit; an address by Billy Graham
from All Souls, Langham Place; a Good Friday
devotion from Salisbury Cathedral; and an
ecumenical service from a Baptist Church in
which seven church leaders took part, including
Cardinal Suenens, Archbishop of Malines.

An important landmark in religious broad-
casting was a programme about Muslims in
Britain, called Children of the Way. The pro-
gramme looked at some of the 500,000 Muslims
in Britain and especially at their children who
are caught in a cultural and religious cross-fire.
This programme made a significant contribu-
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tion to religious understanding in a plural
society and invited Christians to think again
about the answer to the question, Who is my
neighbour ?

Choirs and congregations in different places
throughout the country have continued to
express their faith through Songs of Praise on
Sunday evenings at 6.50 pm on BBC-1. The
series has also celebrated the high and holy
seasons of the Christian year with special pro-
grammes. Glory, Glory showed the architectural
beauties of Welsh cathedrals as a counterpoint
to the singing of Welsh male voice choirs; there
was a special Remembrance Day service of
words and music from Bristol Cathedral and a
film about the people of Malpas in Cheshire,
with songs in celebration of harvest time.

Radio

Radio has continued to offer a wide choice of
religious broadcasts. The weekly programme
Sunday (8.20 am on Radio 4) has widened its
scope and increased its audience, and earned a
particular commendation from the Central
Religious Advisory Committee. Three regular
services continue to be broadcast live ~ The
Daily Service (Monday-Friday 10.30 am,
Saturday 10.15 am on Radio 4), The People’s
Service (Sundays 11.30 am on Radio 2) and
Morning Service (Sundays 10.30 am on
Radio 4). As the year ended, the Saturday
evening prayers were moving into a more
experimental format, and the Sunday epilogues
were under revision, with a wider range of
readings and music in prospect.

Speak-Easy — Radio 1’s first talk show —
ended one run at Christmas with the departure
of its founding producer, the Rev. Roy
Trevivian. But it returned in March, still
guided by the familiar voice of its chairman,
Jimmy Savile. As before, it combined dis-
cussion of religious, social and ethical ques-
tions with general chat and music in a dialogue
between a panel and an audience.

Prayer for the Day, a five-minute programme
every weekday morning at 6.40 am, continued
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on Radio 4, as did Thought for the Day as part
of the Today morning sequence between 7.45
and 7.50 am. Music marks the beginning and
end of this now traditional ‘religious spot’ for
listeners at home, at work or on car radios. The
nation’s religious leaders — the Archbishop of
Canterbury and Cardinal Heenan for example
— have been contributors, together with
speakers from all walks of life who present a
wide variety of challenging thoughts relevant to
the problems of living in today’s world. Outlook
continued to be broadcast on Saturdays at 6.50
am (repeated at 7.45 am) on Radio 4.

Sunday evening at 7.30 pm on Radio 4
remained a regular appointment for many
listeners. Variety in both content and pre-
sentation has been a feature of recent scries.
Programmes of religious music in the summer
months gave place to On Reflection in the
autumn. These programmes presented a series
of discussion groups recorded in people’s
homes, and in January 1974 the series For all
Seasons was launched. These programmes are
‘a celebration of people and places’. Speakers
talk about places of pilgrimage they have
visited; there are readings from the Bible by
Sir Bernard Miles and there is a regular place
for music in this Sunday evening miscellany.

Sunday has proved to be a popular magazine
programme on Radio 4 at 8.20 am every
Sunday morning. Its aim is to represent the
Christian Church to the world and the world to
the church. It has its own news bulletins giving
items of religious interest at home and over-
seas; it has a regular contribution from the
BBC Church Affairs Correspondent and
occasional reports from many of the BBC’s
team of correspondents throughout the world.
Books, films and music are reviewed; people
and events known and less well-known may all
find a place in it. Items can range from live
coverage from the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland to Cliff Richard reporting
his reactions on return from a visit to Bangla-
desh.

Choral Evensong,

live from a different
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cathedral every Wednesday, changed its
broadcast time from 4.00 pm to 5.00 pm on
Radio 3, where it holds a devoted audience of
church music lovers. Special programmes dur-
ing the year have included a documentary in the
autumn on The Charismatic Movement which
received praise and appreciation from many
quarters for its exploration of the revived
emphasis placed by many Christians on the
doctrine of the Holy Spirit. Radio religious
broadcasting now looks ahead to further
developments to meet the changing needs of
its many listeners.

Educational broadcasting

During the year the BBC provided more than
3,100 programmes for schools by radio or
television, and about half that number for those
interested in further and adult education. The
cost was met from licence revenue. For the
calendar year 1974, the BBC is providing 700
hours of radio and 840 hours of television in
support of 65 courses prepared by the Open
University. The cost of these programmes will
be met in full by the university, out of funds
provided by the Department of Education and
Science.

Perhaps the most important of current
problems in educational broadcasting is how to
secure more effective use of the programmes by
their audiences. A pilot study involving schools
and local education authorities aims to identify
the timetabling and equipment problems which
confront schools when integrating the broad-
casts into their schemes of work. In adult
education, where about 90 per cent of those
who use the programmes do so at home, the
problem has been one of finance for promotion,
publicity and research.

Over many years, the BBC has allotted to
specifically educational broadcasting annual
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sums equivalent to about five per cent of licence
income. In a period of inflation the educational
broadcasting service could only be further
enhanced by diverting funds from other areas
of broadcasting, a solution which is impracti-
cable at the present time, or by finding, at least
for that part of the service which is directed
towards schools and colleges rather than to the
general audience at home, some supplementary
sources of revenue which in no way impaired
the BBC’s independent status.

Next there is the question of air-time. Peak
viewing and listening time naturally tends to be
reserved for programmes for general audiences.
An interim solution has been found for schools
radio by transferring the service to Radio 4
vhf only with effect from September 1973 (a
change vigorously publicised by the BBC and
the School Broadcasting Council among users)
leaving the Radio 4 medium-wave channels
free for programmes of general interest for
listeners. Further Education presents a more
intractable aspect of the same problem, and at
present many programmes have to be trans-
mitted at inconvenient times, well outside peak
viewing hours. It is difficult to see how a more
permanent and satisfactory solution can be
achieved without new radio and television net-
works substantially committed to educational
broadcasting, including Open University pro-
grammes (and perhaps also carrying other
programmes of minority interest, such as those
in languages other than English for the relevant
parts of the United Kingdom). This would not,
of course, be a reason for excluding from the
general networks educational broadcasts aimed
at the ordinary listener.

The off-air recording of educational pro-
grammes by educational institutions is another
problem. The present arrangements represent
significant concessions by the owners of rights
in the broadcasts, obtained without additional
payment by the BBC, but they are no longer
wholly adequate. What is needed is the right to
retain recordings for at least three years,
instead of one year, and also the right for
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various resource centres to record and circulate
copies of programmes to the institutions they
serve.

School radio

School radio has continued to attract large
audiences for its programmes.

The smooth transfer of school radio pro-
grammes to vhf only has drawn attention to
the need for schools to check the quality of
sound reproduction and to look again at their
facilities to tape-record and re-play the pro-
grammes. School radio is still used live by many
infant and primary schools who depend on the
weekly programme as an event of enrichment
and enjoyment, but increasingly schools are
tape-recording for themselves. New develop-
ments in school radio have been: Playtime, a
series of movement games, action songs,
nursery rhymes, poems and stories for children
of 4 to 5 years; History Not So Long Ago, a new
venture for older primary school pupils; For
the Middle Years, which presents a variety of
short units on varied themes (including Ancient
Rome, African studies, the English language
and conservation); and Adventure, for those
pupils in secondary schools who have a very
limited interest in reading and may be en-
couraged to read some of the books described
in it.

Radiovision now has a significant position in
many of the broadcast series. The radiovision
programme, Everything New in Stories and
Rhymes was awarded the Jury Prize in the
Japan Prize Competition in October 1973. An
exhibition of radiovision was held in the BBC
Gallery in July 1973.

At two levels important series for secondary
schools have described and discussed problems
of the individual and society and of the en-
vironment; Inquiry for pupils of average ability
and below, aged 14 to 16 years, and Prospect,
designed to contribute to sixth form general
studies, and to be also relevant to liberal studies
in colleges of further education.

Programmes

Lists of school broadcasting programmes
may be found in Appendix 1V.

School television

In March 1974 BBC school television
again won the Flame of Knowledge prize,
awarded by the Society for Film and Television
Arts for the best educational programme
shown during the preceding year. The winning
programme was Heil Caesar, a 90-minute play
by John Bowen inspired by Shakespeare’s
Julius Caesar.

This production illustrates a gradual change
in response to the expressed needs of the
schools. The days of the ‘television course’
have passed. Schools are more and more
asking for programmes that make the fullest
use of the rich resources available to television;
for programmes that bring into the classroom
personalities and issues important in the out-
side world; and for programmes that can be
used selectively to enrich the schools’ own
courses.

Essential for the fullest exploitation of this
new kind of output is the possession by schools
of video-recording equipment. Almost a third
of secondary schools now have it, and the
number is growing rapidly. Freedom from
inflexible transmission times, the ability to
preview programmes and plan their use, and
the ability to watch programmes more than
once and with more than one class will improve
both the quality and quantity of use.

In the past year almost a third of the output
has been in colour and from 1974-75 all new
production will be. Priority here has been given
to programmes for young children.

In January the first series was transmitted for
children in nursery schools and for four-year-
olds watching at home. It is called You and Me,
is transmitted on three mornings each week and
is specially designed to stimulate talk between
the child and the adult. The emphasis is thus
heavily on the development of language skills,
although mathematical and other concepts also
find a place in the programmes.
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Further education: radio

BBC Radio’s contribution to the further edu-
cation of adult listeners is made through the
variety of ‘study’ series broadcast on Radio 3
(medium wave) on weekday evenings from 6.30
to 7.30 pm. Selected series, principally modern
language courses, are rebroadcast on Radio 4
(vhf) on Sunday afternoons.

The development of this service has been
guided by the conviction that, as the Russell
Committee expressed it: ‘Education is con-
cerned with developing the ability of indi-
viduals to understand and articulate; to
reason and to make judgements; and to
develop sensitivity and creatitivity’. Living De-
cisions: In Fanily and Community, a 25-pro-
gramme course on thinking in action, combined
all these objectives. Supported by a two-part
course book, the course generated study and
discussion group activity in some 300 different
centres up and down the country and has
prompted several hundreds of listeners to
carry out project work within their own com-
munities. This work, together with a short
written test, will be assessed by the Associated
Examining Board, which will award proficient
candidates a GCE ‘O’ level in Family and Com-
munity Studies.

Two associated serics, Power to the People
and Voluntary Action, provided case-studies of
different kinds of community action, and
examined opportunities and methods of indi-
vidual participation in local affairs; and
Working the System studied the interaction of
pressure groups and the parliamentary process.
The Impact of Coal, a serics whose topicality
was heightened by the energy crisis, traced the
influence of coal on the political, economic,
social and domestic life of Britain. The moods
and attitudes of Britain a century ago were
explored in the three-part series Eminently
Victorian, which made extensive use of original
sources.

Helping people to cope more effectively with
some of the practical problems and com-
plexities of everyday life is another function
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of the adult education service. The Bonus Years
drew special attention to the retired and
elderly, not only to their particular needs but
also to the opportunities they have, with the
advantage of greater leisure, to contribute to
the enrichment of the lives of others. Borrowing
and Lending reviewed the possible sources of
credit and the range of outlets for investment
with an emphasis on the questions the indi-
vidual should ask before entering on a commit-
ment to borrow or lend money.

Several series were designed to contribute to
the development of communication skills.
Speak for Yourself illustrated some of the diffi-
culties young people experience in communi-
cating with each other and with their elders.
Working with Words offered practical advice
and guidance for would-be authors, and more
than 500 of its listeners submitted short stories,
light entertainment scripts and school text-
books in competitions. A Stranger Abroad
looked in turn at life in Portugal, Yugoslavia
and Greece and introduced the language of
these countries through phrases and expres-
sions most likely to be of practical help to
visitors. But probably the most substantial
contribution to communication skills is the
full foreign language course, with supporting
textbooks, records and tutors’ notes. This year
there were a new Russian course for beginners,
Ochen’ priyatno, a new second level Italian
course, Punti di vista, and rebroadcasts of the
second level French and German courses,
Rendezvous & Chaviray and Wiedersehen in
Ansburg. Considerable effort has also been put
into a new German course for beginners,
Kontakte, which for the first time will combine
television and radio broadcasts week by week,
starting in October 1974,

Further education: television

The output of educational television pro-
grammes for adults is an extension of the
broadly educative programmes which are part
of general programming. It is devised to serve
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two major purposes: vocaticnal and profes-
sional training; and non-vocational and recrea-
tional education. Most programmes are
arranged in series and have a supporting publi-
cation of some kind.

In the first category will be found series such
as The Health Team in Action, for general
practitioners, and Developments in Social
Work, aimed at people involved in the social
services. Man at Work, a weekly series about
problems of working life, was paralleled by
five programmes called Women at Work. A
further short series of programmes On Union
Business was designed to help trade unionists
improve some of their basic skills.

The BBC’s in-service education project for
teachers, begun in 1972, continued with a major
project, Early Years at School, in which tele-
vision, combined with radio and a publication,
sought to serve the need of nursery and primary
education. For teachers of adults ten pro-
grammes called Learning in Leisure were pre-
pared.

For students in further education colleges
Engineering Craft Studies and Twentieth Cen-
tury Focus were continuing series. In addition
a major new series of twenty programmes on
Economiics of the Real World, was aimed at ‘A’
level students.

Reportage (second level French and German)
comes into the second category of pro-
grammes devoted to non-vocationalandrecrea-
tional education. Life in the Nine looked at
aspects of the EEC, whilst Television and
Society examined the relationship between the
newest medium and its social setting. In science
there were series on The Coral World and The
Experimenters; arts programmes included
Poets on Poetry; and family interests were
represented by the popular series Parents and
Children. Crafts were given a new look in
Serendipity, and in sport a new area was
explored in the series Rockface.

Programmes

The Open University

During the autumn of 1973 the Open University
completed its third study year, and conferred
degrees on 3,516 of its students. Most of these
had been granted exemption from part of their
studies because of previous qualifications, but
170 of them had completed the whole course in
three years.

Meanwhile the university was admitting
15,000 new students for general degree courses
and a few thousand more for separate post-
experience courses; so the total of students in
January 1974 was of the order of 50,000.

By January 1974 the number of the univers-
ity’s courses had reached 65. Nearly all made
use of television and radio, which meant that
25 hours of television time and 20 hours of radio
time each week were devoted to the Open Uni-
versity. Many people who were not registered
adult students continued to watch and listen to
Open University programmes.

The BBC’s Open University Productions
Department was responsible for producing all
these programmes in close collaboration with
the university’s academic staff. One of the
radio programmes, English Consort Music
from the Artscourse, Renaissanceand Reform-
ation, won the 1973 Japan Prize, the most
important international award for educational
broadcasting.

Education on local radio

Each of the BBC’s 20 local radio stations
continued to cooperate with educational
bodies, and during 1973-74 more than 130
teachers were seconded to the stations, where
they worked alongside the BBC education
producers. In this way, local educationists
became fully involved in every stage of creating
educational programmes for local needs.
Currently, the combined educational output
of the BBC stations averages 150 series a term.
Through stronger connections with Teachers’
Centres and Resource Centres, local radio has
become more closely integrated with local
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developments, and has made a considerable
contribution to the in-service training of
teachers in audio methods.

Recording off-air

Educational institutions may record and retain
BBC educational broadcasts for up to 12
months (or for three years including the year
of transmission if the tape is part of one of the
radiovision presentations) subject to conditions
which are widely publicised in programme
literature.

Some 92 per cent of all primary schools as a
whole (86 per cent of infant schools, 92 per
cent of junior schools with infants, 97 per
cent of junior schools without infants) were
equipped with sound tape recorders by
summer 1973. The percentage of secondary
schools with sound tape recorders by summer
1973 was 98 per cent. As was to be expected,
the figure for video tape recorders was smaller —
28 per cent of secondary schools in autumn
1973. However, this represents a considerable
increase compared with the previous autumn,
when the figure was 19 per cent. Significantly,
too, as many as 49 per cent of the largest
secondary schools (those with more than 800
pupils) were known to possess video recorders.
Some 47 per cent of colleges of further edu-
cation were known to use video tape recorders.

The growth of resource centres in schools
and colleges under the auspices of local edu-
cation authorities make it urgently necessary
to review existing agreements if they are to
make the fullest use of what is on offer. To this
end a committee of the National Council for
Educational Technology (now The Council for
Educational Technology), on which the BBC
is represented, continued work with a view to
devising a system whereby rights owners could
be compensated for agreeing to more extensive
and flexible arrangements for the copying and
distribution of educational broadcasts. This is
in addition to the efforts, already described,
which are still being made by the BBC.
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Supporting services

BBC Publications and BBC Enterprises
provide supporting services for the BBC’s
educational broadcasts, many of them planned
in close consultation with the education
departments.

BBC Publications produce each year more
than 11 million pieces of material related to
school broadcasts. The basic publications are
notes for the teacher or lecturer and pamphlets
for the student but there is a wide variety of
other learning aids: film strips, wall pictures,
pupil’s worksheets and so on. For the aduit
student, they produce about 750,000 pieces to
accompany further education series, usually
in the form of books or pamphlets, but includ-
ing gramophone records to accompany the
language series, colour slides, and packs of
teaching material for group use. Many of these,
while closely related to a particular series, have
independent value.

BBC Enterprises supply on a hire or sale
basis a large selection of BBC television
programmes recorded on 16 mm film (colour
or monochrome) for use by schools, uni-
versities, colleges and other organisations to
support educational or training courses. Many
of these are BBC schools or further education
productions.

Schools and further education liaison

During the year the School Broadcasting
Council for the United Kingdom, in fulfilling
its functions of guiding the BBC in matters of
educational policy, sponsored many series
which are breaking new educational ground
and are designed to meet the needs of fresh
curriculum initiatives in the schools. The
council’s programme committees have paid
particular attention to the necds of very young
children and of backward readers; to ways
towards a deeper understanding of Europe;
and, on the basis of extensive consultative
enquiries, to series furthering the study and
appreciation of the environment.
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An independent study of the use of school
broadcasting, and of its implications for equip-
ment and for curriculum development, has
roused considerable national and international
interest. It has involved over 100 schools in
operational research projects. All of these have
completed their work during the year. This is
being analysed by an independent evaluator,
appointed jointly by the School Broadcasting
Council and the Independent Broadcasting
Authority, and a report is expected before the
end of 1974.

The council has, through its officers and
members, given evidence to or held consulta-
tion with numerous educational bodies includ-
ing the Schools Council, the Social Morality
Council and the Council for Educational
Technology. It has published its evidence to
the Bullock Committee’s enquiry into reading
and the use of English and has participated in
courses and conferences arranged by the
Department of Education and Science and
other initiating bodies devoting resources
particularly to seminars on language teaching,
on social, moral and religious education, and
on European and Anglo-American studies.

In the field of further education the BBC is
helped by an advisory body, the Further
Education Advisory Council, which is repre-
sentative of all branches of further and adult
education and which has two programme
commiittees to advise it in the areas of voca-
tional and non-vocational studies. This Coun-
cil has education officers to keep it and the
BBC in touchwith the members of the audience.
The two councils work closely together.

Appeals for charity

As in former years, the BBC broadcast a
number of appeals on television or radio on
behalf of charitable organisations. Radio
appeals were placed in The Week’s Good Cause
at 11.10 am on Sunday on Radio 4, and the
television appeals were for the most part
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transmitted at 6.50 pm on BBC-1 on the third
Sunday of each month.

The total amount received in response to all
regular television appeals in 1973-74 including
regional appeals was £182,084. Some of
the largest sums raised were as follows:
Malcolm Sargent Cancer Fund for Children
£27,657; St Christopher’s Hospice (South East
only) £11,541; Muscular Dystrophy Group of
Great Britain £31,400; Possum Users Asso-
ciation £26,786; Women’s National Cancer
Control Campaign £12,000.

The total of all Week’s Good Cause appeals
during the year was £218,749, including The
Foundation for the Study of Infant Deaths
£5,714; Marie Curie Foundation (Scotland
only) £7,666; Royal Normal College for the
Blind £4,597; Elderly Invalids Fund £4,703;
Wireless for the Bedridden £5,600; St Martin’s
Christmas Fund £27,731; LEPRA £9,070.

The customary Christmas Day appeals on
radio on behalf of the British Wireless for the
Blind Fund raised a total of £41,823. On
BBC-1 on Christmas Day the appeal on behalf
of the National Council for One Parent
Families raised £1,004. The BBC’s own annual
appeal for Children in Need of Help (on radio
and television) raised £9,288.

One emergency appeal was broadcast, on
behalf of the victims of the drought in Ethiopia
and Africa. The overall result of this appeal,
which was made on BBC, ITV and through the
national press, was £1,400,000.

Audience reaction

The BBC interviewed three quarters of a million
people in the course of its continuous Survey of
Listening and Viewing during the year. Among
the results was an indication that by the end of
March 1974 the proportion of the population
with colour television sets had risen to 37 per
cent compared with 22 per cent a year earlier.
They are no longer spread so unevenly geo-
graphically as in previous years, the propor-
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tions with colour sets being above 30 per cent
in all regions of Great Britain. In Northern
Ireland, however, the proportion remained
comparatively low and showed little increase
from the 15 per cent of a year ago. The propor-
tion equipped with uhf television sets
enabling them to receive BBC-2 as well as
BBC-1 and ITV (including those with colour
receivers) also continued to rise, reaching 89
per cent by the end of March. (Estimates cited
in the Engineering chapter are based on
information from the industry and on receiving
licence figures, producing a very similar
result.)

The average amount of viewing by indi-
viduals during the first three months of 1974
was 17 hours 51 minutes a week, well below
that recorded in the corresponding months of
1973. The main reason for the drop in viewing
was the early close-down of television in
January and part of February during the
energy crisis. Since the lifting of the restrictions
the amount of viewing has been very similar to
that recorded 12 months ago.

BBCradio listening during 1973-74 amoun-
ted to an average of nine hours two minutes a
week for each member of the population,
almost the same as in 1972-73. Listening to
commercial local radio, which began in
London in October 1973, is not included in
the above figure, but the evidence of the con-
tinuous survey is that, so far, the commereial
radio listening has made no measurable inroad
into the numbers listening to the BBC net-
works.

The degree of public satisfaction with current
BBC television and radio programmes is
regularly assessed by means of a question in
the continuous survey. Replies about television
programmes were a little less favourable this
year than last, whereas the reverse was true for
radio programmes. Even so, those declaring
themselves ‘thoroughly dissatisfied’ with cur-
rent BBC television programmes were no
more than 10 per cent, the corresponding
proportion for BBC radio programmes being
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3 per cent, whereas about 34 per cent and 50
per cent respectively expressed themselves as
‘completely satisfied’.

The largest BBC television audiences of the
year were recorded on Christmas Day, with
nearly 25 millions viewing Her Majesty the
Queen’s Christmas Broadcast and The More-
cambe and Wise Show, and nearly 23 millions
The Mike Yarwood Show. Very close behind
came the Wedding of HRH Princess Anne
and Captain Mark Phillips on 14 November,
the peak audience for which was 221 millions,
the same as for Miss World about a week later.
Amongst regular series, light entertainment
has always led the field, Some Mothers Do ’ave
’em drawing an average of 16§ million viewers
and Bruce Forsyth and the Generation Game an
average of 14 millions. However, the O.B.
series It’s a Knockout and the drama series
Colditz came very close behind, both also
averaging 14 million viewers each week. Other
long-running favourites that continued to
attract large followings (between 10 and 13
million) included The Dick Emery Show, Cilla,
Top of the Pops, The Liver Birds, The Likely
Lads, Softly, Softly, and Alias Smith and Jones —
the last of these being an example of the large
audience that can, on occasion, be drawn to
BBC-2.

The three regular sports series on BBC-1 -
Grandstand and Match of the Day on Saturdays
and Sportsnight on Wednesdays — showed no
diminution in appeal, and there were even
larger audiences for some special sporting
events, notably 15-18 millions for the early
evening reports during the second week of the
Commonwealth Games in January.

The Plays for Today were seen by between
three and seven millions, notably favourable
receptions being given to Mrs Palfrey at the
Claremont and to Easy Go. Equally varied
reactions were evoked by the Plays of the
Month - highly favourable for Pygmalion and
distinctly cool for The Caucasian Chalk Circle.
BBC-1’s main News at 9.00 pm was seen each
week-night by 8 millions and Panorama each
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Monday by 4 millions. The Tuesday Docu-
mentary audiences ranged from two-and-a-half
to cight millions. Two of these programmes —
both dealing with Northern Ireland - were
particularly appreciated: Last Night Another
Soldier . . . and Children in Crossfire. Dr
Bronowski’s series The Ascent of Man was as
enthusiastically received as Lord Clark’s
Civilisation and Alistair Cooke’s America had
been, the lavish praise heaped upon it by its
viewers being rivalled during the year only by
the reception accorded to The World About Us.
The arts magazine Ommnibus included two
appearances by André Previn and the London
Symphony Orchestra, both of which were
much enjoyed, whilst the science feature series
Horizon provided many widely applauded pro-
grammes.

The programmes made for children proved,
as always, to be right on target. Older children
(12~14 years of age) showed preferences for the
episode plays such as Carrie’s War, for Blue
Peter and for John Craven’s Newsround, whilst
younger children — though watching these
series in large numbers — provided even larger
audiences for The Pink Panther Show and
Scooby Doo. Amongst the under fives, Play
School’s audiences have been increasing
steadily for several years, finally overtaking
those of Watch with Mother and The Magic
Roundabout in the first few months of 1974.

For many years, the largest listcning audience
of the week was for Two-way Family Favourites
at noon on Sundays but the separation of
Radio 1 from Radio 2 at this time has more
than halved its following - from 12 millions to
5 millions - leaving Junior Choice on Saturday
mornings the clear leader, with weekly audi-
ences of 6 millions. On weekdays, the morning
sequences on Radios 1 and 2 were the most
widely listened to, by about five millions
and three millions respectively. Radio 4°s
weekday morning following rose from about
one million before 7.00 am to about 4 millions
for the 8.00 am news, falling again thereafter.

Though Radio 3 and Radio 4 programmes in
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general have much smailer audiences than
those on Radios 1 and 2, many were greatly
enjoyed. This was particularly true of per-
formances of masterpieces of classical music.
A selection of recordings of Hancock’s
Half-Hour on the Sunday before Christmas
showed that light entertainment could evoke
equally enthusiastic responses, as could
good talk, such as Robert McKenzie’s
interviews with Harold Macmillan. Of the
regular series, Letter from America and From
Our Own Correspondent stood out in listeners’
estimation, as did Any Questions?, which
passed the milestone of its twenty-fifth anni-
versary in August with an audience of over
half a million.

Among the many studies of particular aspects
of broadcasting reported on during the year,
was a further investigation into public attitudes
towards the BBC news services. Deep probing
revealed no evidence of public support for the
view that the standards have been declining.
Another contribution was also made to the
continuing debate about television and vio-
lence, with the publication of the report British
Children and Televised Violence prepared by
Dr Bradley Greenberg of Michigan State Uni-
versity. This embodied the research which he
conducted during a sabbatical year (1971-72)
spent mainly with the BBC’s Audience Re-
search Department. He reported a correlation
(not necessarily a causal relationship) as in
many American studies, ‘between watching
programmes high in violent themes and aggres-
sive attitudes’. However, he added that
‘. . . there is no relation when the content is
westerns and a maximum relationship for other
types of violent programmes. . . . This suggests
that the historical fantasy of American wes-
terns and the attendant violence, is discounted
by children quite early in their viewing careers’.
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The regions

This chapter gives an account of the ycar's
work in broadcasting in Northern Ircland, the
English Regions and Network Production
Centres. The Scottish and Welsh Broadcasting
Councils report separately on pages 107 to 119.

Northern Ireland

Despite unrelenting violence and civil strife the
BBC has continued to develop and extend its
services in Northern Ireland. With the pro-
vision in October of a new Outside Broadcast
Unit, a much needed item, BBC tclevision out-
put in the Province is now entirely in colour.
Both the news studio in Broadcasting House
and the large general purposes studio at
Balmoral (Belfast) have been converted to full
colour requirements. Another important en-
ginecring development was the opening of a
BBC-1 colour transmitter to serve the populous
Newtownabbey area on the outskirts of
Beifast, and a BBC-2 transmitter, at prescnt on
order, will be added later.

The BBC Board of Governors, on a visit to
Northern Ireland in July 1973, gave approval
for a new seven-floor cxtension to Broadcasting
House, Belfast, at a cost approaching one
million pounds. The present building, designed
in 1936 for a radio staff of about 100, now
accommodates both television and radio and
a vastly extended radio and news output, with
a stafl of some 400. The new extension, on
which work has begun, is intended to bring
the whole staff under onc roof with immediate
access to studios and technical services.

Two notable developments were the excep-
tionally large number of local programmes
shown on the BBC networks and in the

Republic of Ireland on RTE. A promising
innovation was scen in several joint programme
productions with RTE, making programmes of
mutual intercst to both parts of Ireland; more
than a dozen projects are in hand.

With no fewer than three elections in
Northern Ireland during thc year, political
broadcasting formed a substantial and sig-
nificant part of programme output. Coverage
of the new local government and Assembly
clections represented the most extensive and
complicated broadcasting operation ever
undertaken by the BBC in the province. In all,
coverage of the assembly election ran to some
eight hours on television and 12 on radio. An
impressive documentary explaining the un-
familiar voting system under proportional
representation — PR Made Clear — was widely
commended, one newspaper describing it as
‘admirable - an example of the BBC fulfilling
its public service with flair’.

The United Kingdom election of February
1974 was also given extensive coverage and
because of the exceptional political interest in
the 12 Ulster seats and the fact that they werc
being fought very largely on the Sunningdale
issue, the region was called upon to make
frequent contributions to the network with
local election news, comment and results. In
the period between nominations and Polling
Day 19 local programmes were provided as
well as one for the network secries, From the
Grass Roots. Local programmes consisted of 12
Constituency Forum broadcasts, six on tele-
vision and six on radio, in which all candidates
had an opportunity to take part, and seven
Question Times, in which all parties or recog-
nised political groups nominating three or
more candidates were invited to outline and
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discuss their policies. Press and public reaction
was generally very favourable, one newspaper
describing the coverage as ‘most competent,
objective and professional’.

In current affairs generally the most am-
bitious development was a new weekly televi-
sion series, Spotlight. The programmes explored
a wide range of subjects of interest and im-
portance to Northern Ireland.

While much of local BBC output was con-
cerned necessarily with violence and contro-
versy, every effort was made to reflect the
continuing normal life, interests and pursuits
of the Ulster people. There were regular pro-
grammes on music and the visual arts. The
television Gallery series and the weekly Review
on radio both attracted much favourable
comment. Local musicians had many pro-
grammes to themselves, in particular the
television series Music Room and the regular
Sunday Night Music on radio. Some 60 pro-
grammes were provided for the Radio 2 and
Radio 3 networks by the BBC Northern
Ireland Orchestra and more than 20 stories,
mostly by Ulster authors, for the Radio 4
network series Morning Story.

Some notable documentaries included
Goliath, Go to Sea!, a film about the Belfast
shipyards; In the Name of God, a much praised
impression of Belfast as a city at war; and a
film on the heroic work of the Belfast fire
brigade. They were among 17 Northern Ireland
programmes shown on the national networks
during the year. Four films on farming con-
ditions in the Common Market and the
challenge to Ulster agriculture were specially
commended by the Ulster Farmers’ Union.
Radio Telefis Eireann presented its Golden
Harp award to the makers of BBC Northern
Ireland’s programme The Hobby-Horse Man,
shown in the Look Stranger series in BBC-2.
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English regional broadcasting

Any retrospective look at broadcasting in
the English regions during the last few years
reveals evidence of considerable development,
some of it to be seen in the shape of new
buildings, studios and equipment, and some of
it in the form of new programme activity.
During the year under review the only major
developments going forward in the BBC (at a
time of some financial stringency) were in fact
in the English regions, including the three net-
work production centres already mentioned.
By the end of 1974 it was expected that new
broadcasting premises would have been com-
pleted in Leeds and Plymouth, thus providing
new headquarters for two of the English tele-
vision regions. Meanwhile, as described later
in this chapter, Manchester will soon have its
own new broadcasting centre. Like its counter-
part at Pebble Mill in Birmingham, the Man-
chester site will eventually accommodate
network production centre, television region
and local radio station.

The government-appointed Committee on
Broadcasting Coverage, under the chairman-
ship of Sir Stewart Crawford, received a
considerable volume of relevant evidence about
the English Regions both from the BBC as a
whole and from the eight English Regional
Advisory Councils, whose submission was the
result of a concerted effort by their respective
chairmen. The committee itself met BBC staff
and the Advisory Councils in Leeds, Norwich,
Bristol, Plymouth and Newcastle-upon-Tyne.

A considerable cloud on the horizon of the
eight television regions was an industrial
dispute between the BBC and the Association
of Broadcasting Staff, over pay and grading for
colour working. As a result the five regions
which are not co-sited with network pro-
duction centres had to transmit all the material
which they originated in monochrome rather
than in colour. This evoked much protest from
members of the public and from the Regional
Advisory Councils. The BBC shared this con-
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cern and made every effort to achieve an
equitable resolution of the dispute.

Network production centres

Birmingham: Television

This year has been one of programme develop-
ment and staff expansion. Pebble Mill at One,
the daily lunch-time magazine, came back for
its second series as a 45-minute (rather than
30-minute) programme, and two more current
affairs series were started. Day and Night was
a weekly half-hour magazine devoted to the
police and the law. The second, entitled Dig
This, was a lazy man’s look at gardening on
BBC-1, a magazine to complement Pebble
Mill’s other horticulture programme - Percy
Thrower’s Gardeners® World on BBC-2.

Drama started the year with the most
ambitious production yet mounted in Pebble
Mill: The Roses of Eyam. This was a two-hour
historical play based on the devastating effect
of the bubonic plague on a small Derbyshire
village in the seventeenth century. There were
also 12half-hour plays andseveral distinguished
films, amongst which were The Lonely Man’s
Lover, Penda’s Fen, and Steps Back. Other
drama productions included The Diary of a
Madman and Pigeon — Hawk or Dove.

Among other productions were the first
broadcast of a local council meeting from
Birmingham Town Hall; another series of the
snooker programme, Pot Black; Jazz at the
Mill, a tribute to ‘Fats’ Waller; a series of six
documentary programmes entitled Journey
Through Summer; The Fight Game and Buck-
nell the Smith in the Look Stranger series. Then
there were the regular weekly farming and
Asian language programmes, and outside
broadcasts, both sporfing and religious.
Finally, the studios at Pebble Mill were the
setting for the drama series The Brothers, Lord
Peter Wimsey and Spy Trap.

The Regions

Birmingham: Radio

The most significant advance was in popular
music. The house orchestra was re-organised
under Norrie Paramor as the Midland Radio
Orchestra. It has done much to create employ-
ment for musicians outside London. Estab-
lished in April, the orchestra quickly won a new
worthwhile reputation through its own pro-
gramme Radio 2 Top Tunes; it made a record
for BBC Enterprises and took part in its own
Christmas show on television. Associated with
this there has been an increase in the number
of sessions with regional musicians playing
alongside such artists as Joe Loss and Stephane
Grappelli. If present plans cometo fruitionthere
will be more musical programmes of this kind.
Talks output also increased. For example,
there were three new series for Radio 4:
Parents and Children, Just the Job and The
Other Half.

Bristol: Television

The Bristol Production Centre, well known for
its natural history programmes, extended its
scope during the year to include two big drama
productions. The Fox told of the idyllicsummer
of a lonely boy and a fox on an isolated, run-
down Dartmoor farm in the 1860s. Earlier in
the year Bristol presented a romantic drama —
fantasy is perhaps a more accurate description
- about Victor Hugo, called Ego Hugo.

The Natural History Unit continued to
flourish. Its producers did not confine their
activities to stunning pictures of wildlife; they
also showed a keen awareness of conservation
and the environment. What on Earth . . . Are
We Doing? was one such series. But superb
films of animal behaviour continued to have a
dominating role, notably in another run of
Private Lives. David Attenborough celebrated
his return to the television screen with a
graphic group of films from South-East Asia:
Eastward with Attenborough.

Other familiar strands of Bristol output con-
tinued to do well: antiques and collecting,
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further education, documentaries and chil-
dren’s programmes. A children’s film-making
competition attracted some 200 entrics.

Bristol: Radio

A feature of the year in the Bristol Centre has
been the introduction of several promising new
series. Wildlife, second strand of the very
popular Living World natural history series,
began in July. In the following month Music in
Question made its début on Radio 3 - a quuz
programme which visits music societies and
universities and encourages the musicians on
the team not just to display their knowledge but
also to talk engagingly about their views and
experiences. Then the first of 13 programmes
which aimed to convey the pleasure of reading
books Can’t Put It Down appeared on Radio 4
at the beginning of 1974.

The long-established series from Bristol
Any Questions? (now 25 years old), Any
Answers ?, Talking About Antiques, The Chang-
ing Past and Sounds Natural, show no signs of
diminishing in popularity and it has been a
busy year in the ficld of drama. The Sun is My
Undoing, a dramatisation of Marguerite
Steen’s massive novel of the British slave trade,
was the Sunday serial, and there were also 10
plays ~ several of them by West Country
authors ~ six documentaries and seven serial
readings. Under its new title of the Academy of
the BBC the former BBC Training Orchestra
broadcast studio and public concerts for
Radio 3 and included Mr Edward Heath
(then Prime Minister) among its guest con-
ductors.

Manchester: Television

Progress on the new Broadcasting Centre at
All Saints was right on schedule when on
14 August 1973 the Director-General went to
Manchester to perform the topping-out cere-
mony. Since then, with the sheli of the building
complete, the emphasis of the work has been
on fitting out the accommodation and technical
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areas. Although no precise date has been set,
there is rcason to expect that the premises
should be ready for occupation in the summer
of 1975. Programmes are already being planned
for the new television studio.

Meanwhile, there has been a continuing
increase in production activity and, to acceler-
ate programme development, two new senior
Television posts, with support staff, have been
agreed. With this in mind, Manchester in-
creased its programme offers, and commit-
ments for BBC-1 and BBC-2 show an increase
of 30 per cent and 12 per cent respectively for
1974-75. 1t has also been decided that a Quiz
and Panel Game Unit should be established in
Manchester. This development, calling for the
production of 100 programmes a year, will be
of great value to the centre, as well as to the
networks. It will provide a solid continuing
basis for further development and production
experience. Entertainment programmes, both
studio and outside broadcasts (such as The
Good Old Days and It’s a Knock Out), continue
to account for a high proportion of the output,
but programmes of general interest and in-
formation are becoming more plentiful.
Among them are It Takes a Stranger, Profile on
Bobby Charlton, the Cardus series, The Deepest
Hole in the World, A Taste of Britain and
Aftermath of a Disaster. In the documentary
field two 50-minute films have becn trans-
mitted: The Longest Drink and The World of
the Eleventh Duke.

Further contributions have been made to
serics originated clsewhere, such as The
Fanatics and Look Stranger. Outside Broad-
casts in sport have contributed another
successful series of Top Crown (on bowls), and
also covered Rugby League, cricket and
racing, including the Grand National.

‘Hosted’ network programmes, originated
largely by London-based departments, con-
tinue to be serviced up to the limit of available
resources, but the emphasis in the Manchester
Network Production Centre continues to be on
programmes of its own. The emphasis is
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evident in outside broadcasts and in film
production, but it is most noticeable in the
studio, where Manchester productions occupied
the studio for 35 days in 1972-73 and 52 days in
1973-74. The forecast for 1974-75 was 93 days.
This last figure will be only marginally short of
the 100 days target set for the use of the new
studio in 1975-76. There is every reason to
belicve that the new Broadcasting Centre will
justify the BBC’s investment in it from the
first day of its occupation.

Manchester: Radio

With 21 producers and two BBC orchestras
providing around 1,000 hours of broadcasting
a year, the Manchester Centre is the largest
‘network workshop’ outside London.

Musical output during the year was sub-
stantial and diverse. At the heart of its activities
was the Northern Symphony Orchestra (under
its new conductor, Raymond Leppard) with a
contribution of some five programmes a fort-
night to Radio 3 and Radio 4. They included
concerts broadcast during a successful tour of
Scandinavia and Germany, participation in the
major series of Manchester Master Concerts
and appearances at the main regional Festivals.
The NSO also played an important part in
the continued production of some five studio
operas a year. Other symphony orchestras in
the North of England were presented to
national audiences through relays or studio
recordings. A great many recitals were broad-
cast (the majority from outside Manchester);
the BBC Northern Singers further enhanced
their reputation, and the department also
ensured that the North of England’s resources
of brass bands, small choirs and light music
orchestras were reflected on the networks. The
activities of the Light Entertainment and Light
Music Group were equally varied. Traditional
comedy came from Mike Yarwood; variety
was represented by the Ken Dodd series and by
Top Station, and Eddie Braben devised and
presented a highly original comedy idea in The

The Regions

Worst Show on the Wireless. The BBC Nor-
thern Dance Orchestra provided most of the
entertainment music output, with a weekly
series of its own for much of the year, and a
steady commitment of five programmes a week
for Radio 2. A new venture, Folkweave, became
a 60-minute weekly show during the year and
firmly established its popularity with folk music
enthusiasts. Other Northern bands, groups,
instrumentalists, vocalists, and cinema organ-
ists (pre-eminently Reginald Dixon) have also
contributed to Radio 1 and Radio 2.

The talks and documentaries producers
cnjoyed another excellent year. The happy
revival of Round Britain Quiz brought the
centre back into the growing field of quiz and
panel game programmes. Current affairs docu-
mentaries investigated a variety of educational,
industrial and social problems. Music features
— for long a Manchester speciality — included
tributes to John Ogdon and the Rossendale
Male Voice Choir, as well as to Smetana and
Elgar. There were several popular semi-
dramatised documentaries, and Professor
R. V. Jones contributed an outstanding edition
of The Time of My Life. The weekly Word in
Edgeways and Gardeners’ Question Time re-
mained evergreen despite their long runs, and
continued to win the respect and affection of
listeners and press critics.

In drama, the many single plays demon-
strated the current vitality of Northern writing
and acting. They included such ‘semi-docu-
mentaries’ as the award-winning Close the
Coalhouse Door and Barry Collins’ study of the
Luddites, And Was Jerusalem Builded Here?
Contemporary social comedy, thrillers, ‘black
comedy’, the classics and British re-settings of
European writing were also well represented.
Among the authors whose work was pre-
sented in serial readings for Radio 4 were
Ernest Hemingway, Mark Twain, J. B. Priest-
ley, Erskine Childers and Hammond Innes.

The Rcligious Broadcasting Unit had its
busiest and most successful year for some time.
Apart from its normal coverage of acts of
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worship, it acquired fresh and challenging
responsibilities for the weekly Radio 2 pro-
gramme, For Younger Listeners, and later for
the daily Pause for Thought in the same service.
Finally, the small outside broadcast sports
team was continuously busy with major
sporting occasions, supplying a flow of news,
setting up arrangements for travelling pro-
grammes, and offering an essential admini-
strative service for visiting commentators and
producers from London and overseas.

The television regions

The economic troubles of the nation and their
effect on the everyday lives of millions of people
were a dominant theme in the programme
material broadcast by the eight English Re-
gions during the year. The primary role of
regional television is to provide a daily service
of news of regional interest, and to enable
local issues which would not normally involve
the whole country to be discussed on television.
The economic crisis, however, was the single
issue which recurred time and again in the
nightly news magazines, although almost in-
evitably the matter under consideration was of
special local significance. The effects of the
shorter working week, the implications on job
prospects, rising prices, petrol shortages, the
results of industrial strife and, in February, the
issues which were to be of importance in the
run-up to the General Election all featured
prominently. At the time of the Election two
special question time programmes were
provided in each region; and the regions made
a number of important contributions during
the results programmes.

Many news items were reported by the
regional newsrooms for the national radio
and television news bulletins. A welcome
development was the introduction of a short
daily sequence of regional news headlines in
the mid-afternoon, and plans are being
finalised to extend the length of the nightly
news magazine programmes which, together
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with the contributions they make to Nation-
wide, are the backbone of regional news and
current affairs reporting.

Hundreds of citizens appeared before the
cameras to discuss those issues which were
relevant only to a particular region. Some will
have been discussed at greater length on the
BBC’s local radio stations within the regions,
which are on the air for longer periods each
day. Regional television, which broadcasts on
the normal BBC-1 channels, provides the
visual element and the BBC regards the
television regions and local radio as comple-
menting, rather than competing with each
other, on the same lines as network radio and
television.

A secondary role of the television regions is
to supply a weekly opt-out programme of a
more general kind. During the year the pro-
grammes from each of the regions made
significant progress in capturing essential ele-
ments of regional life and character. Music has
been encouraged, whether in the form of a
West Region competition for a score to cele-
brate 1,000 years of monarchy, which attracted
entries from all over the world, or in a series
from Regional Television in Manchester, The
Ballad of the North West, which made for a
clearer understanding of recent history through
the folk songs of the times. From Leeds, North
Region viewers were encouraged to enter
poetry and prose for inclusion in a local pro-
gramme and entries came from writers, housc-
wives — and from an inmate of a prison.
Regional natural history programmes, others
on the town and countryside and mattcrs con-
cerning the environment, all found a place.
Although not devised for the national audience,
some regional programmes were shown again
on the network to good effect.

The regions made many important con-
tributions to the Nationwide programme, five
days a week on BBC-1, which provides an
opportunity for local issues of general interest
to be givena widerairing and alsoallowsregion-
al performers to become more widely known.
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External broadcasting

Though the uncertainties about the future gen-
erated by the Government’s review of public
expenditure in the spring of 1974 have natur-
ally been uppermost in the minds of those res-
ponsible for the management of the External
Services, the broadcasting operation has con-
tinued unaffected save by the immediate econo-
mies requested at the beginning of 1974 by the
Conservative administration, and the year
under review has not lacked both challenges
and opportunities for those engaged in the day-
to-day business of reporting and explaining the
many developments of an eventful 12 months,
both at home and abroad.

The truth of the often repeated statement
that it is in times of crisis that the External
Services are able to prove their effectiveness
and demonstrate the extent of their following
was never more clearly illustrated than during
the Middle East war of October 1973. It is at
times like these that millions turn to the BBC
for a reliable and up-to-date account of devel-
opments, and evidence that this was so on this
occasion came to hand from every quarter,
showing that many of those who were having
to react to events in the swiftly developing mili-
tary and economic crises — political leaders,
diplomats, government officials, businessmen,
newspaper editors — were drawing on the
BBC’s reporting as a primary source of infor-
mation. This was true not just in the Middle
East but much further afield - in the Indian
sub-continent, in Africa, and elsewhere, and it
confirmed that accurate and dependable news
remains a commodity in short supply in large
parts of the world and that there is a wide-
spread expectation that the BBC will provide
it. It also confirmed that shortwave radio re-
mains a significant means of world-wide com-

munication accessible to a far larger number of
people than is sometimes imagined in this
country. Indeed the figures for radio set owner-
ship on the following page show that the num-
ber of sets continues to increase, particularly,
though by no means exclusively, in the Third
World. A high proportion of these sets is cap-
able of receiving shortwave broadcasts.

That external broadcasting remains a politi-
cally sensitive issue in relations with Commun-
ist Eastern Europe was shown by two recent
developments. The first was the uncompromis-
ing and restrictive attitude adopted by the
Soviet Union in regard to direct television
transmissions by satellite. The second, more
surprisingly, was the decision of the Soviet
Union in September 1973 to stop jamming all
Western broadcasts except those of Radio
Liberty, the American station based in the
Federal German Republic. That decision was
clearly taken in anticipation of the opening,
only a week or so later, of the Geneva Con-
ference on security and cooperation in Europe,
at which the Russians were presumably anxi-
ous to avoid the embarrassment which the per-
sistence of jamming would have caused them.
But the abandonment of jamming, coming as it
did just as the Soviet authorities were being
faced with the acute problem caused by the
outspokenness of dissidents like Solzhenitsyn
and Sakharov, led to an increase in Soviet at-
tempts to discredit the BBC, not just in Soviet
broadcasts to, amongst others, East Germany,
the Arab world and Britain, but in newspaper
articles and broadcasts inside the Soviet Union
itself, which acknowledged by inference the ex-
tent to which radio listeners and newspaper
readers in the Soviet Union are familiar with
the BBC’s Russian Service and specifically
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made mention of issues and developments
which would never have been referred to had
the general public in Russia not been known by
the Soviet authorities to be already aware of
them. The virulent internal campaign against
Solzhenitsyn’s Gulag Archipelago, which is
not available in the Soviet Union but has since
been serialised in the BBC’s services to Eastern
Europe, is evidence of the same phenomenon.

Perhaps the most challenging task with
which the External Services found themselves
faced was the reporting of the economic and
political crises which arose in Britain as a
result of the cut-down in oil supplies and of the
industrial action taken by the miners. Much of
the reporting of the country’s internal predica-
ment in foreign newspapers and on foreign
television screens was of a highly sensational
and exaggerated nature, and it fell to the Exter-
nal Services to provide an antidote in the shape
of sober and factual reporting of the crisis as it
developed, and to place UK domestic problems
in proper perspective, a not unimportant task
in a situation in which the country’s interna-
tional reputation, and more particularly its
credit worthiness, were vitally at stake.

Language services: general and
programme developments

News and current affairs

News and current affairs dominated output in
the year of the Middle East war, the world-
wide oil shortage and fuel crisis, and Britain’s
industrial and economic crisis culminating in
the general election of February 1974.

In these circumstances BBC External Ser-
vices news, as compared with competing inter-
national broadcasters, derives special advan-
tages from the fact that it has available to it the
full resources of the BBC news operation. Ex-
ternal Services were able to call on the despat-
ches of some 15 correspondents during the
Middle East war — both their own and those of

External Broadcasting

the domestic services — and also on the Moni-
toring Service which was of special importance
in providing fast and accurate translations of
the communiqués from the war zone. The news
operation also derives special advantage from
serving both English and language services.
This meant that the authorities in the Middle
East attached especial importance to the work
of BBC correspondents, which could be heard
both by themselves and by most of their people
within a few hours of the event. A Lebanese
magazine carried out a survey which showed
that more people were listening to the BBC for
news of the war than to any other broadcasting
organisation, local or international. The mas-
sive response, both official and unofficial, both
critical and appreciative, to the BBC coverage
of the war confirms this conclusion.

The oil cut-back which accompanied the
Middle East war was the background to Bri-
tain’s own fuel, industrial and economic crisis.
This background of an international problem,
both of fuel and of inflation, aroused especial
interest among foreign listeners in the general
election and how the British parliamentary
system would cope in such an emergency. A
reorganisation in External Services news had
fortunately yielded new posts of economics and
political correspondents to help explain the sit-
uation to overseas listeners. A record number
of listeners’ letters — well over 300,000 from all
parts of the world in 1973 - reflected the world-
wide interest.

Western and Southern Europe

Against the background of Britain’s entry into
the EEC and a shared fuel crisis, European lis-
teners showed great interest in Britain’s general
election. For example, the ARD network cover-
ing Western Germany, the RIAS station in
Berlin and Deutschlandfunk for Germans
abroad, all re-broadcast large parts of the six-
hour special election programme mounted by
the German Service during election night and
the following morning. The Italian Service de-
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voted Town Forum programmes, in which a
distinguished Anglo-Italian panel answered
listeners’ questions in four Italian cities, largely
on the post-election scene, and the elections fea-
tured prominently in the 500 specially commis-
sioned despatches supplied by the Italian sec-
tion to the Italian domestic newsreels during
the year, in addition to much material contri-
buted to other programmes broadcast by
Italian radio. Direct reception of BBC Italian
broadcasts was greatly improved by an agree-
ment concluded with the Voice of America
permitting them to be relayed on medium wave
from Munich.

Direct reception of the German Service, par-
ticularly on medium waves, still leaves some-
thing to be desired in Southern Germany,
Austria and Switzerland. However, a sample
survey in Switzerland showed regular audien-
ces for BBC programmes of seven per cent of
the adult audience for English, six per cent for
German, three per cent for French and one per
cent for Italian. In addition Swiss Radio took a
record number of topical items from the BBC
German Service, and in August 1973 German
local stations re-broadcast a record 500 contri-
butions.

Following the UK’s entry into the EEC two
new joint regular programmes were launched -
with Frankfurt radio and Baden-Baden - in
addition to the already well-established joint
programmes with RIAS Berlin and Munich
radio. British attitudes to the EEC also played
a large part in BBC French broadcasts, which
now cater with the support of the British Tour-
ist Authority for the one million French tour-
ists who come to Britain annually with a Flash
Touristique programme.

Passing southwards, the Portuguese Service
has now rebuilt a considerable audience since
its return to the air 10 years ago. Its post bag
trebled to 1,600 in the year and three out of
four letters praised its objectivity in handling
such controversial matters as the allegations of
massacres in Mozambique at the time of Mr
Caetano’s visit to Britain. In Spain a survey
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gave BBC Spanish broadcasts a regular audi-
ence of 240,000, and a total audience of one
and three quarter million. In Greece in the year
of the second military coup and the abolition
of the monarchy a typical listener’s letter said:
‘The darkness of censorship has again fallen
and the BBC is our only source of true infor-
mation.” It was from the BBC that the Greeks
heard the voice of King Constantine immedi-
ately after his deposition. But, although some
of the broadcasts were unwelcome to the
Greek government, its spokesmen were glad to
take part in BBC Greek programmes. In Tur-
key, where the BBC celebrated the 50th anni-
versary of the republic with a series of talks,
one of the listeners was the new Prime Minis-
ter, Mr Biilent Ecevit. Comparing the treat-
ment of Turkey’s elections in the broadcasts of
the BBC and the Turkish radio he said: ‘It was
the BBC which got it right.’

East and Central Europe

In a year of negotiations for détente in Europe,
the question of freer movement of information
was of real practical concern to the BBC East
and Central European services. In September
1973, just a week before the opening of the
Geneva Conference on European security, the
Soviet authorities stopped jamming BBC
Russian language broadcasts, as well as those
of Deutsche Welle and the Voice of America.
Thus the BBC’s serialisation of Solzhenitsyn’s
controversial Gulag Archipelago in the ori-
ginal Russian went out unhindered. When
Solzhenitsyn first arrived in Western Germany
he would grant no interviews, but made an ex-
ception in the case of the Russian service re-
porter, whose voice he knew. A survey among
Soviet Jews who reached the West showed that
78 per cent had regularly listened to the BBC at
least once a week; of course, this specialised
group cannot necessarily be taken as typical
of the Soviet audience as a whole. But the
Soviet authorities have given several indica-
tions that the degree of listening to the BBC
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and other Western stations causes them con-
cern. Attacks on the BBC declined after the
visits of the Duke of Edinburgh and the For-
eign Secretary in 1973, but there has since
been some resumption following the lifting of
jamming in September 1973.

The degree of openness in other East and
Central European countries varied; jamming
continued in Bulgaria, where it was chiefly ef-
fective in the big cities, and on a reduced scale
in Czechoslovakia, where it caused some irrita-
tion to listeners to the BBC early morning and
evening broadcasts. Communications with Po-
land were freer and scholars from Warsaw were
able to take part in BBC Polish service pro-
grammes celebrating the anniversary of Coper-
nicus. To satisfy the interest of listeners in
Central Europe in the affairs of the European
Community, the Central European Service put
on a series of discussions in which prominent
journalists from Britain, France, Germany,
Italy and the United States debated matters of
current European concern. In Yugoslavia lis-
teners showed a new caution in communicating
in view of the political situation, but there was
evidence of a steep increase in listening to the
BBC in Serbo-Croat and Slovene during the
Middle East war in October when the local
Yugoslav media were suspected of distortion.

South Asia

The shock wave of the Middle East war and
the accompanying oil crisis spread through the
Middie East to the Indian sub-continent where
there was evidence of appreciation of BBC
coverage. The BBC Hindi, Urdu, Bengali and
Tamil broadcasts have been largely concerned
with reporting and analysing the slow return
to normality in the sub-continent, the interna-
tional airlift of Pakistani prisoners-of-war and
Bengali and ‘Bihari’ refugees, with the RAF’s
participation, and Pakistan’s recognition of
Bangladesh. The BBC’s reputation on the sub-
continent owes much to the quality of its
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reporting on such matters, and it is unfortunate
that owing to economies imposed by the na-
tional financial crisis the post of the correspon-
dent covering Pakistan, Iran, Afghanistan and
Turkey has had to be abolished.

Evidence of listening came from random
sample surveys in 10 towns of North India and
10 towns in the state of Tamil Nadu (Madras).
In North India an average of 15 per cent
were regular listeners to the BBC Hindi Ser-
vice, while in one town the figure reached 42
per cent; the Tamil Service, which broadcasts
only a half hour three days a week, secured an
average of five per cent regular listeners. In
both cases the BBC stood well above both
western and communist stations broadcasting
in these languages.

The Far East

The Far Eastern Service is now reaping the full
benefit of the strengthening of the BBC relay
transmitters in South-East Asia three years
ago. For example, letters to the BBC from
Japan rose from 7,000 in 1972 to 20,000 in 1973
and have been arriving at a rate of over 100 a
day in 1974. They include many requests for
information about new British ideas and pro-
ducts which are forwarded to the companies
concerned; and they show a fellow-feeling and
interest in how Britain is coping with a crisis
which the Japanese feel to be related to their
own.

A clearer relayed signal has led to a steady
build-up of the audience in the islands
of Indonesia. Their 16,000 letters this year
show an interest in Britain as a sophisticated
technological society. The Queen’s visit to
Indonesia kept the programme section busy
answering queries about the Royal Family.

The greatest potential audience of all, the
Chinese, remains the enigma of broadcasting
even though this year there was some evi-
dence of Chinese government interest in Eng-
lish language teaching programmes, a number
of which were ordered. The reception of BBC
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programmes in North China was good. Trade
expanded and broadcasts on British exports
projected the output of some 150 companies
contributing to the British Industrial Techno-
logy Exhibition in Peking. Evidence of listen-
ing came from Chinese diplomatic posts
abroad and, of course, from the millions of
overseas Chinese in Hong Kong, Taiwan, and
throughout South-East Asia.

The Vietnamese in their bewildering state of
‘phoney peace’ turned as usual to the BBC
Vietnamese Service for reliable news and ana-
lysis. A provincial governor in Hué hazarded
the guess that eight out of 10 people with radio
sets listened to the BBC; and there has been
further evidence of listening among the com-
munist authorities.

In Thailand, reception is excellent, and many
people starting a new experiment in democracy
tuned in to London for broadcasts on the
British elections and for programmes on the
history of democratic growth in Britain. Let-
ters increased fourfold during the year.

The Middle East

Within 24 hours of the outbreak of war in
October, Arabic Service current affairs output
had been trebled to provide a regular flow of
correspondents’ despatches and comment, and
within two days the service itself had been ex-
tended by an hour to provide fuller coverage.
The extra coverage continued for three weeks
involving devoted extra effort by staff often
deeply involved in the issues of the war. Sub-
sequent reaction from many sources showed
that these efforts were worthwhile in providing
a reliable record of highly controversial events.
The interest in the war spread over into the
ensuing oil and fuel crisis. The Arabic Service
has tried to satisfy interest in the development
of the North Sea as a great potential source of
oil in the United Kingdom, and it reported ex-
tensively on British commercial interests in the
Middle East, and particularly the expansion of
trade in the Guif and Saudi Arabia. The num-
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ber of Arab visitors to the Arabic Service,
particularly from Egypt, has increased steadily.
Indeed, despite critical scrutiny in the most con-
troversial circumstances, the Arabic Service
has emerged with credit in the view of the lis-
teners.

The criticisms, of course, come from both
sides, and, in view of the course of the war, not
surprisingly those from Israel predominated.
Here, too, there were balancing factors. During
the three weeks of the war the BBC Hebrew
Unit sent over 300 direct date-line reports,
which, in the opinion of senior representatives
of the Israel Broadcasting Authority, played a
big part in balancing Israeli output and filling
out information from other sources.

Africa

Particular attention was paid to the Middle
East war and peace, and the rise of oil prices
and their impact on African—-Arab relation-
ships. General Gowon’s state visit to Britain
was fully covered, as was the growing influence
of Nigeria in Africanand world affairs, thecon-
tinuing search for a solution to the Rhodesian
problem, and the controversy over Portuguese
colonial policy, which was also reflected by
the BBC Portuguese Service. The daily Focus
on Africa programme, drawing on 40 reporters
scattered through the continent, paid special
attention to the drought in the Sahel region and
in Ethiopia, and to internal developments in
South Africa, Uganda and Ethiopia. The grow-
ing links between anglophone and francophone
Africa were noted both in the BBC’s English
and French Language Service broadcasts.
Among the listeners to the French Language
Service are four West African presidents and
their foreign ministers.

Thanks to the Atlantic Relay station in As-
cension Island there is excellent reception along
the West African coast and reasonably good
reception in Central and Southern Africa. In
the absence of a relay station serving East
Africa, reception remains poor. A survey cov-
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ering the total urban population of Nigeria
showed more than one in five listening regular-
ly to the BBC World Service in English and in
the north nearly a third of the population listen
regularly to the BBC Hausa Service, giving the
BBC a clear lead over other major broadcasters
in these languages. Similarly in Freetown,
Sierra Leone, four-fifths of the adults claim to
listen to BBC direct broadcasts in English and
half the Sierra Leone population hear the
World Service bulletins relayed by the local
radio.

Listeners were specially interested in the pro-
gramme series Africa A - Z dealing with the
history of each African country and in a new
weekly programme reflecting the increased em-
phasis in Africa on economic development
Africa’s Money Matters. A number of British
firms exporting goods and services to Africa
have been involved in competitions launched
by the service. The Hausa, Swahili and Somali
Services have been particularly concerned with
exporters dealing with their target areas.

The BBC sends a service of scripts to nearly
50 broadcasting services in Africa, who trans-
late them into the African language or broad-
cast them in English. Unfortunately, owing to
this year’s financial cuts, the service of radio
tapes for Africa has had to be seriously re-
duced. There has also, in consequence, been a
cut in the training which has been provided by
the BBC’s African Service for African broad-
casters for over 20 years.

Latin America

It was the task of the Latin American Service
to put the British economic crisis in perspec-
tive, since it was much dramatised in the mass
media in Latin America, to display the British
system of democracy at work in the election
campaign, and to relate both to the oil crisis,
which concerns Latin America both as pro-
ducers and consumers. Regional matters, with
the restoration of President Peron in Argentina
and the dramatic events in Chile, demanded
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much attention. In November Sefior Allende’s
widow was interviewed, followed in December
by the roving ambassador of the military junta.
The first drew a protest from Chile and the sec-
ond provoked a minor student demonstration
in London. The service gave special coverage
to the State Visit to the United Kingdom of
President Echeverria of Mexico in April 1973.
The Brazilian section linked up with 12 sta-
tions in Brazil and invited Brazil’s ace football
commentator to cover the England-Poland
soccer match. In response to local demand the
service started an Arts in Britain programme on
tape for local distribution ; 50 copies have been
placed with radio stations in 14 countries in
the first six months.

World Service

The World Service broadcasting round the
clock in English not only carried the fullest
news service on the Middle East war in bul-
letins and in radio newsreels of correspondents’
despatches, but also programmes of interpreta-
tion and comment, such as 24 Hours, The
World Today, and Middle East Specials in
which during the war no fewer than 69 different
speakers gave their views and interpretations.
The accompanying oil crisis was analysed in
such programmes as Business and Industry, and
its impact on Britain was put in perspective in
magazine programmes like Qutlook.

During the general election World Service
listeners in all parts of the world were able to
hear a continuous service of results, analyses,
correspondents’ reports giving foreign reac-
tions, etc., from the first declaration until the
final result. Radio stations throughout the
world either rebroadcast the World Service
output or monitored it for their own broad-
casts.

It was as necessary as ever to continue ex-
plaining the complexities of the Northern Ire-
land situation to a world still largely - inten-
tionally or unintentionally — misinformed on it.
This was done in the weekly programme Ulster
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Today produced in Belfast, in special discussion
programmes on the Sunningdale agreement
and in an edition of the magazine programme
Outlook direct from Belfast giving a picture of
life of the city not being entirely dominated by
conflict.

More generally, documentary features
ranged from Medicine Extraordinary (an
examination of the world of three of Britain’s
specialist hospitals) to New Deal for Europe’s
Regions, from Roots of Aggression to Can Tinme
go Backwards ?, a programme which was award-
ed the 1973 ONDAS Prize in radio by an inter-
national jury in Madrid. In the field of drama,
World Service mounted a special series of con-
temporary British plays and of twentieth cen-
tury dramas and a new weekly magazine pro-
gramme dealing with all aspects of the theatre.
In addition to the general up-to-the-minute
coverage of internationalsport, special coverage
was given to the Commonwealth Games,and, in
view of the growing importance of African
events and sportsmen in the world, to the US —
Africa Games at Dakar, and the African
Nations Cup Football Tournament in Cairo
in March 1974.

Industry and exports

More industrial stories have been covered dur-
ing the year in a wider range of programmes
and with a greater response from listeners than
ever before.

One major area of coverage has been that of
contracts won by British industry. In its pro-
grammes to Brazil, for example, the Latin Am-
erican Service has reported extensively on the
British engineering contribution to the Niteroi
Bridge. The British-built Bosphorus Bridge,
too, has been covered in Turkish programmes.

The second major area has been the report-
ing of British contributions to trade fairs and
exhibitions: for example, the Sdo Paulo and
Lisbon fairs. Specifically British exhibitions
have also been thoroughly reported by the lan-
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guage scrvices. In Europe, these have included
the Britec *73 fair in Bilbao, the British Science
and Technology Exhibition in Rome, and the
British Shopping Week in Munich. Outside
Europe, the British Industrial Exhibition in
Lagos, the British Building and Construction
Exhibition in Dubai, and the British Consumer
Goods Exhibition in Bahrein have all been the
subjects of special programmes.

The third major area has continued to be
that of visits by British representatives to dis-
cuss trade questions. The Secretary of State for
Trade and Industry, for example, was inter-
viewed on his visit to Hungary; the Parliamen-
tary Under Secretary for Trade and Industry
on his visits to Bulgaria and Iran;and the Mini-
ster of State at the Foreign Office on his visits
to Hungary, Poland, Romania and Yugoslavia.

The fourth — and largest — area has been of
developments in British technology, agricul-
ture, medicine and science, and of major events
in British industry. The Arabic Service has con-
tinued to report details of major trade agree-
ments and contracts between Britain and the
Arab world in its daily output. There has also
been a growth of specialist scientific, industrial
and agricultural programmes.

Listeners have responded to this increasing
volume of industrial coverage with a record
number of letters from individual listeners and
firms. Almosta thousand have come from Japa-
nese listeners to a daily broadcast about new
ideas in British industry. And to just one story
in a New Ideas programme in the World Ser-
vice, the firm involved has reported over 100
enquiries. All such enquirers have been put in
contact with the British manufacturers.

Rebroadcasting, topical tapes and
transcriptions

With over 170 daily relays of World News
alone, the BBC External Services — news, sport
and talks programmes — are rebroadcast all
over the world in over 40 countries, both in
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English and in other languages, both by direct
relays and in recorded form.

In addition Overseas Regional Services pro-
vided a special weekday transmission to the
West Indies which was rebroadcast in whole or
part by 16 stations in the Caribbean until the
end of March 1974 when the Caribbean Service
was reduced as a consequence of cuts in govern-
ment expenditure. A daily selection of External
and Domestic Services output is transmitted by
cable to National Public Radio in Washington
for selective inclusion in their main current
affairs programme networked nationwide to
160 member stations. Special news bulletins
and programmes are line-fed for relay in
Australia and Canada.

Fifteen series of taped programmes, covering
current affairs, development, sport, science, the
arts, education, finance and British personali-
ties, life and achievements, are airmailed week-
ly to radio organisations in 56 countries in the
West Indies, Australasia and the Pacific,
Africa, East Asia and the Middle East, and are
regularly broadcast by more than 230 stations
(including some 170 in the United States).
New customers in 1973-74 included stations in
Bermuda, Libya and Nauru.

Weekly sales fluctuated between 300 and 330
tapes; more than 16,000 tapes were despatched
during the year.

BBC Transcription Services, which distri-
bute the above mentioned English language
tapes, also sell to radio broadcasters around
the world a comprehensive selection of some
450 hours a year of BBC programmes of per-
manent value. In the calendar year 1973 a total
36,514 hours of recordings were issued to 142
broadcasters. The financial stringencies im-
posed early in 1974 mean that the BBC Trans-
cription Service now has to recover from sales
as much money as it has to pay out in pro-
gramme costs. To place radio programmes in
foreign stations involves the payment of addi-
tional fees to artists and owners of copyright
amounting to rather more than the original
cost of the broadcast, and it is the programmes

External Broadcasting

of high cultural value which tend to be the most
costly. The problem is to find popular pro-
grammes of universal appeal which can earn
extrarevenue abroad to pay for the loss-making
cultural projection.

English by Radio and Television

Some 300 stations in 77 countries throughout
the world now broadcast BBC English by
Radio lessons. There has been an increased
demand for English by Radio series, particu-
larly in South-East Asia, and to a lesser ex-
tent in parts of Africa and Latin America,
Eastern Europe (Romania, Hungary, Yugo-
slavia and Poland in particular are asking for
more radio and television courses). Work
began on five major projects, financed by the
Overseas Development Ministry. The BBC
is cooperating with the British Council in pre-
paring a series of twelve 20-minute colour films
on the teaching of English for second language
use; 24 radio programmes designed to help ‘O’
level students of English literature abroad
should be available to user stations in Septem-
ber 1974 with accompanying booklets issued by
a commercial publisher. The recording of 40
radio programmes on English for Commerce
at the secretarial, clerical and junior executive
level has also begun.

There has been a big response from young
people, parents and teachers alike, to the new
English by Radio series, Radio Anyway, which
aims at exploiting resources of radio to amuse
as well as to teach. New projects planned in-
clude aseries of radio programmes for BBC
local radio stations in Britain to help Asian im-
migrants with their English, and an Anglo-
French radio course is being discussed with
broadcasting and educational authorities in
France on the language of administration and
international cooperation.

1n publishing books, supported by discs and
cassettes, this has been the department’s most
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successful year so far owing to increased sales
in Japan and in Spain, added to the continued
high level of business in Germany and France.
In addition the first BBC English by Radio
courses — 14 different courses in all — have been
sold to the Chinese People’s Republic. There
has been a break-through with English by
Television in Japan.

Capital projects

Although delayed by financial limitations, the
programme for the improvement in the techni-
cal facilities of the External Services has con-
tinued, both in the United Kingdom and over-
seas. Leases have been signed with the Govern-
ment of Antigua for the new BBC-Deutsche
Welle hf relay station in the Caribbean, which
is expected to be completed in 1976. The new
high power transmitters which will be used in
the modernisation of the medium-wave facili-
ties at the Eastern Mediterranean relay station
are in the process of being built.

Planning continued for the removal of the
equipment from the Far Eastern Relay Station
whose lease is being terminated by the Malay-
sian Government and its possible re-siting else-
where in South-East Asia, though the location
of a suitable alternative site had still to be
settled.

In the United Kingdom the work on moving
the Tatsfield Receiving Station is nearly com-
plete and the new combined station at Crowsley
Park is now in service. Work has continued on
the preliminary moves associated with the
modernisation of the technical and office facili-
ties at Bush House. A detailed plan and time-
table for the project has been prepared which,
because of the complexity of working in a fully
occupied building, will take at least eight years
to complete. However, owing to financial limi-
tations, it is now likely that only a part of the
programme can be carried out and work will be
limited to those items most requiring replace-
ment.
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International broadcasting

The table opposite shows the output in pro-
gramme hours per week of some of the world’s
external broadcasters as at the end of 1973.
Figures for some previous years are also given
to illustrate the growth of international broad-
casting since 1950.

The USSR, Communist China, Voice of
America, the German Federal Republic, the
BBC and Egypt, in that order, continue to be
the leading broadcasters in terms of hours of
output and, with the exception of Voice of
America, maintained broadcasting at the 1972
level or expanded to some extent. With the end
of the war in Vietnam, Voice of America's out-
put in Vietnamese was roughly halved to 60
hours per week. Among other Voice of America
Services there were increases in Burmese,
Hindi, Urdu and Albanian broadcasts and a
reduction in Laotian. The number of languages
used was maintained at 36 and output in Dec-
ember 1973 totalled 882 hours weekly.

The USSR, broadcasting externally in over
80 languages, increased total output by about
70 hours to 1,952 hours per week. There was an
increase in output in Chinese. The expansion in
China’s output, to. 1,326 hours per week in 42
languages, included a new service in Pushtu for
Afghanistan. China helps to maintain
Albania’s relatively extensive external service.

The total combined output of the two West
German external broadcasters, Deutsche Welle
and Deutschlandfunk, remained at the 1972
level of 806 hours per week in 38 languages.

Egypt’s overall output was increased to 613
hours per week in 34 languages by the introduc-
tion of services in English and French for the
Palestine area.

The most interesting 1973 development
among the Warsaw Pact countries, with a com-
bined output of 1,326 hours per week but no
apparent common broadcasting policy, was the
considerable expansion by East Germany.
Broadcasts for Europe in Danish, Swedish,
Italian and French were increased. Output to
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Estimated total programme hours per week of some external broadcasters

1950 l
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 497
Voice of America 497 {
Radio Liberty ' —
Radio Free Europe —
USSR 533 1
WARSAW PACT COUNTRIES |
(other than USSR) 386 I
Poland 131
East Germany —
Czechoslovakia 119 |
Romania ‘ 30
Bulgaria | 30
Hungary | 76
CHINESE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC 66
GERMAN FEDERAL REPUBLIC — ‘
UNITED KINGDOM (BBC) I 643
EGYPT [
ALBANIA 26
NETHERLANDS | 127
SPAIN 68
CUBA —
AUSTRALIA 181
INDIA 116
FRANCE ‘ 198
PORTUGAL | 46
JAPAN —_
ISRAEL ‘ —
SOUTH AFRICA —
ITALY | 170
CANADA 85
GHANA —
Y UGOSLAVIA l 80

1955 | 1960 | 1965 | 1970 | 1971 | 1972 | 1973
1274 | 1495 | 1832 | 1907 | 1829 | 2001 | 2060
843 640 831 863 785 929 882
e 411 478 497 497 498 | 602
431 444 523 547 547 574 576
656 | 1015 | 1417 | 1908 | 1915 | 1884 | 1952
783 | 1009 | 1215 | 1264 | 1287 | 1325 | 1376
359 232 280 334 336 340 | 340
9 185 308 274 273 284 322
147 196 189 202 211 225 234
109 159 163 185 188 | 190 190
60 117 154 164 175 175 179
99 | 120 121 105 104 111 111
159 687 | 1027 | 1267 | 1309 | 1292 | 1326
105 315 671 779 792 806 806
558 589 667 723 720 746 751
100 301 505 540 545 601 613
47 63 154 487 | 487 490 490
120 178 235 335 | 327 388 399
98 202 276 251 237 371 | 361
= = 325 320 I 327 354 354
226 257 299 350 360 362 | 348
117 157 175 271 300 314 | 321
191 326 183 200 196 309 306
102 133 273 295 295 297 297
91 203 249 259 259 259 257
28 91 92 158 161 185 191
127 63 84 150 172 168 184
185 205 160 165 165 170 168
83 | 80 ‘ 81 98 113 123 164
_— — 212 186 177 166 161
46| 70| 718 76 86 86 86

i) The figures are for December 1950~-1973, or the nearest available month.

ii) The list includes fewer than half the world’s external broadcasters. Among those excluded are Nationalist
China, North & South Vietnam, North & South Korea, and various international commercial and religious
stations, as well as clandestine radio stations. Certain countries such as France and Egypt transmit part of
their domestic output externally on shortwaves; these broadcasts are mainly also excluded.

Latin America in Spanish was doubled but that
in Portuguese reduced. Czechoslovakia also in-
creased output in Spanish to Latin America.
Bulgaria started broadcasting in Albanian.
Radio Canada International’s broadcasts
in Russian were twice increased to reach a
total of 21 hours weekly, and there were
increases in Portuguese and Spanish for Latin
America. Indeed a feature of the year has

been the increase in broadcasting to Latin
America, the Netherlands and Israel having
introduced new services, South Africa pro-
jecting one and France expanding hers.

In general, international broadcasting con-
tinues to expand. New international broad-
casters include Chile (after the 1973 coup) and
Zambia, and Uganda has laid the foundation
stone for a projected external service in Eng-
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lish, French, Arabic and Swahili. Countries ex-
panding their external output include North
Korea (by 100 hours to 453 hours), Malaysia,
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Brazil.

New high power transmitters keep pace with
the expansion. Countries constructing or pro-
jecting new transmitters include in Europe,
Hungary and Yugoslavia 2,000 kW medium-
wave, Poland 1,500 kW medium-wave, 2,000
kW long-wave all for domestic services,
Sweden three 500 kW short-wave for external
broadcasting; in the Middle East, Libya four
500 kW short-wave transmitters to give world-
wide coverage, Irag 2,000 kW medium-wave
transmitter, Iran three 800 kW medium-wave
transmitters, Israel six 300 kW short-wave
transmitters. In West Africa, Nigeria and Zaire
are embarking on large transmitter pro-
grammes; and India aims at covering the
whole country with a medium-wave network
in the next five years.

The Monitoring Service

Much of the information in the previous sec-
tion about technical and programme develop-
ments in international broadcasting was ob-
tained by the Monitoring Service in its day-to-
day work. Such is the interest in these matters,
especially in broadcasting organisations and
among DXers (radio ‘hams’), that the Service
recently started a new weekly publication, en-
titled World Broadcasting Information. This
has quickly found acceptance among a growing
number of official consumers in the UK and in
the USA and among subscribers.

Another innovation has been the introduc-
tion into the Summary of World Broadcasts of
new sections on energy, gathering up all the
considerable volume of information gleaned
from monitoring about world fuel resources
and their exploitation. A specially made-up
collection of these reports was supplied to the
Department of Energy. Less successful was the
commercial project with which the service was
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associated for the production and marketing of
a computer-based index to the Summary of
World Broadcasts, which came to grief for lack
of adequate financial resources.

Efforts to obtain increased coverage of tele-
vision broadcasts are continuing, because there
is plenty of evidence from what is already cov-
ered that it often adds to what the Service now
reports from radio monitoring — a trend likely
to be accentuated in the future.

Budget cuts in the 1974-75 financial year ne-
cessitated somereduction in coverage of broad-
casts from Central and East Africa, and other
economies, and made it impossible to expand
the service’s publishing section with the result
that a good deal of valuable information, es-
pecially about Far Eastern affairs, had regular-
ly to be discarded. They also made it very dif-
ficult to meet the developing interest among the
service’s own customers and those of its US
monitoring partner, the Foreign Broadcast
Information Service (FBIS), in fuller reporting
of West European broadcasts.

This enduring and remarkable BBC/FBIS
cooperation is of immense mutual benefit in
sharing the effort and cost of worldwide moni-
toring. The joint coverage of the October war
in the Middle East was an excellent example of
how it works. By means of a fast communica-
tions network (provided by the US govern-
ment) each partner sent to the other all the
relevant information it had monitored from
Arab and Israeli radios and from the USSR
and elsewhere, avoiding duplication of effort,
and making available quickly to both Govern-
ments and to BBC newsrooms a complete pic-
ture of how the contestants were reporting their
successes and failures and how the world was
reacting to them.
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Television

UNf services

All television development is now concen-
trated on the 625-line colour services, which
are transmitted on uhf, and much effort is
being devoted to the extension of these services
throughout the country as quickly as possible.
New stations normally carry both BBC-1 (or
BBC Wales) and BBC-2 from the start.

During the year, five main stations and 21
relay stations were opened, all carrying BBC-1
(or BBC Wales) and BBC-2. In addition one
relay station was opened in Northern Ireland
with BBC-1 only; and the BBC Wales service
was started from two main and three relay
stations in North Wales which were already
carrying BBC-2.

The new main stations were Selkirk, Presely
(Pembrokeshire), Huntshaw Cross (North
Devon), Rumster Forest (Caithness) and Blue-
bell Hill (North Kent), which started the full
two-programme service, and two stations in
Wales: Moel-y-Parc (Flintshire) and Llan-
ddona (Anglesey) — where BBC Wales was
added to the existing BBC-2 service.

The effect of all the new stations has been
to increase the coverage of the BBC 625-line
services in colour from 92 per cent to 94 per
cent of the United Kingdom population. This
small increase serves to demonstrate that, as
the uhf services are extended to the more
sparsely populated regions, so the effect on
total coverage is less marked. Moreover, the
cost of building a station is greater and as a
result the cost per household served rises
steeply.

Until the re-imposition of credit restrictions
in December, affecting both hire purchase and
renting, the use of 625-line receivers increased
rapidly. It was estimated that, by 31 March
1974, about 88 per cent of all households had
625-line receivers and that, within that total,
about one third had colour.

Vhi services

The number of households still relying upon
the 405-line vhf service has fallen to about
10 per cent of the total. These are fairly evenly
distributed throughout the country, although
there are several areas, including Central
Wales and North-West Scotland, where only
the 405-line service is at present available.

A small number of dual standard receivers
continues to be produced for sale in those
areas where 625-line services have yet to be
provided and although it is expected that the
625-line coverage will reach 98 per cent of the
population of the United Kingdom by the end
of 1979, it will be necessary to continue 405-
line transmissions well into the 1980s.

Power cuts

Between 10 December 1973 and 8 February
1974 television transmissions were subject to
an early closedown — 10.20 or 10.30 pm - as a
result of a Government directive intended to
reduce power consumption. The larger saving
came from receivers rather than transmitters,
and it was stated in Parliament that the early
closedown saved about one million units of
electricity each night. This represents rather
less than 0-2 per cent of the total daily con-
sumption.
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Radio

In September 1972, some changes were made
to the BBC’s medium-wave services, mainly to
make way for the introduction of commercial
local radio, but also to enable the BBC’s
twenty local stations to compete with the new
commercial stations by broadcasting on
medium wave as well as vhf, and in addition
to release a second wavelength for the Ex-
ternal Services. One part of these changes —
affecting the Radio 4 service in the North-East
of England — was deferred until 1973, as the
Independent Broadcasting Authority was not
ready to start using the wavelength of 261
metres (1151 kHz). The change was made on
29 September 1973, when the transmitters at
Stagshaw and Scarborough changed from 261
to 330 metres. These changes did not seriously
affect the standard of reception in most parts
of the area, but they did mean that the North-
East local news and weather, which had pre-
viously been available on 261 metres, had to be
confined to the vhf transmissions. Reports on
local news and weather were also available on
medium wave from Radio Newcastle on 206
metres and Radio Teesside (now Radio Cleve-
land) on 194 metres.

In the South-West of England, the changes
of September 1972 meant that local news and
weather were no longer available on medium
wave from that time, and there were strong
representations from local authorities, MPs
and individual members of the public. It was
claimed that the area was especially hard hit,
firstly because there are no BBC local radio
stations there, and secondly because relatively
few people in this area have vhf receivers. As
a result of these representations, the Minister
of Posts and Telecommunications (then Sir
John Eden) asked the BBC to consider making
these programmes available on medium wave.
The BBC agreed to set up five low-power
transmitters at Torquay, Barnstaple, Ply-
mouth, Redruth, and Exeter, and by the end
of 1973 the first three of these stations were in
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operation; they transmit the Radio 4 pro-
gramme, but with the regional variations that
are otherwise only available on vhf. The main
Radio 4 medium-wave transmitters covering
the area were not affected by these changes.

Continental interference to the medium-
wave services during the hours of darkness
continues to be a major problem. It is to be
hoped that the coming international wave-
length conference will lead to an improvement,
but with the large number of transmitters in
Europe, and the limited number of channels
available, it is inevitable that each country will
have to accept limits to the services it provides,
with the likelihood of some interference during
the hours of darkness. It is a problem for which
no completely satisfactory solution exists, and
the best advice for listeners who expect good
radio reception during the hours of darkness
is that they should use the vhf waveband
whenever possible. Unfortunately, again due
to shortage of frequencies, not all BBC radio
programmes can be accommodated on vhf and
the listener who wishes to be able to select
from all the programmes broadcast by the
BBC needs to be able to receive on the long-
wave, medium-wave and vhf bands.

Local radio

During the year there were a number of im-
provements to make it easier for listeners to
hear BBC local radio programmes. The
Leeds and Sheffield vhf services were trans-
ferred to more powerful transmitters and higher
aerials at Holme Moss, enabling each to serve
a larger area than before. Medium-wave
transmissions for Radio Nottingham and
Radio Derby started and the BBC provided
additional coverage for Radio Solent in the
Bournemouth area by means of a low-power
medium-wave transmitter previously used for
Radio 3.

With the opcning of Radio Carlisle in
November, all 20 stations now broadcast
on both vhf and medium wave, and good

WwwWw.americanradiohistorv.com


www.americanradiohistory.com

reception is available in the area around each
town.

Stereophony

Interest in stereophonic sound reproduction
has grown rapidly in recent years and many of
the most enthusiastic and consistent listeners
now have stereo equipment, although they are
still in the minority.

Thz Pulse Code Modulation system de-
veloped by the BBC for distribution of stereo
signals to transmitting stations has proved
reliabie and is able to convey signals of the
highest quality over almost any required
distance. The network was extended to the
Midlands in June 1973, and the North of
England in August, thereby making the three
programme stereo service available to about
67 per cent of the United Kingdom population.

As with any new development in broadcast-
ing, there has been some impatience in those
areas where the stereo service is not yet avail-
able: they include East Anglia, South-West
England, Wales, Scotland and Northern
Ireland. The pcm stereo distribution system
involves new terminal equipment of great
complexity and the signals are carried on a
radio link of the kind normally used for tele-
vision signals. The provision of these facilities
inevitably takes time, but the service should
soon be available in Central Scotland, South
Wales and the Bristol Channel area, while the
North-East, the Solway Firth and other areas
will follow as soon as possible.

Another aspect of stereo development con-
cerns the provision of studio equipment. For
a programme consisting entirely of gramo-
phone records, it is a relatively simple matter
to broadcast in stereo. But the BBC’s pro-
grammes come from many other sources as
well — from concerts, live studio performances,
outside broadcasts, programmes from regional
studios, and so on. To make all these available
in stereo requires a formidable investment in
new equipment such as microphones, mixing
desks, tape recorders, and programme circuits.

Engineering

Already a very high proportion of the music
broadcast on Radio 2 and Radio 3 is produced
in stereo. The BBC has not attempted to
provide stereo facilities for sports programmes,
or for news and current affairs, for which
stereo would be of small value to the listener.

Research and development

The BBC has been very active in research and
development throughout the year. Its research
work embraces such diverse activitics as the
planning and surveying of the uhf transmitter
network, the application of digital techniques
to the processing and distribution of audio
and video signals, and studies of quadriphony
and the techniques of acoustic design of studios
using scale models. BBC Designs engineers
have produced a variety of specialised equip-
ment, to give facilities not obtainable in
existing commercial equipment, or toadd facili-
ties to existing equipment.

In April 1974 the BBC received the Queen’s
Award to Industry for the second time in five
years. The award is for technological innova-
tion in the transmission of sound and vision
signals over a single vision link and relates to
an original development by engineers of the
Research and Designs Departments. The
system is based on the use of the very brief
periods during which no picture information
is being sent (in order to synchronise the
receiver circuits) to insert the sound signal in
coded form. The system is known as ‘Sound-
in-Syncs’.

The system is in widespread use by the BBC,
and it has also been adopted by the European
Broadcasting Union for Eurovision circuits.
It not only saves the cost of a separate network
for the sound component, it usually provides
an improved standard of sound quality as well.

Work in planning the increased uhf coverage
of the country with 625-line colour television
has benefited from the coming into operation
of the full range of computer facilities which
have been under development for some time.
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The accuracy of prediction of service areas and
the evaluation of the resident population have
improved considerably and it is possible to
instruct the computer automatically by follow-
ing contours direct from a map. The computer
can also be caused to draw maps illustrating
the answers to questions posed to it.

Video signals reprcsenting colour television
pictures will increasingly be handled in the
form of pulses generated in accordance with a
digital code. The conversion of signals from
analogue to digital form has been mentioned
in earlier reports, and during the past year
many different processes which can be carried
out upon television signals in digital form have
been under intensive study. In particular bit-
rate reduction by the elimination of redundant
information in the television picture signal
continues to be explored.

The design of the service version of the
digital line-standard converter has been com-
pleted and the first two production models are
being installed at Moel-y-Parc in Flintshire.
These converters will become the first major
items of digital television equipment to be
placed in full-time operational service and
similar apparatus will in due course replace
the earlier analogue converters at other
stations.

The development of CEEFAX, the systcm
which will allow the viewer to select at will a
display of ‘pages’ of written information upon
the television screen, has made good progress.
The CEEFAX signals are broadcast along
with the normal television signals and are
stored at the receiver to provide an alternative
display available at the touch of a selector
switch. Thirty or more pages would be avail-
able, carrying news, weather, sports results,
and so on. The BBC made experimental test
transmissions on both networks during the
year and the broadcasters and the receiver
industry set up a study group to recommend
a unified system of data broadcasting of this
sort for use in the United Kingdom. The
group made good progress and agreed on a
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unified system early in April 1974.

A new design of television studio vision
mixcr is now in service at Television Centre.
This allows the outputs of all the picture
sources to be sclected, mixed, faded and cut in
a very comprehensive and elegant manner.

With the growing number of unattended
radio and television transmitting stations, con-
siderable attention has been directed to
methods for automatically monitoring and
reporting the performance of the equipment.
New monitoring apparatus has been designed
for use in the Monitoring Information Centres,
which are to be set up.

There is an increasing, though relatively
small and specialised, public interest in quadri-
phony (sound reproduction by means of four
audio channels). It is, however, impracticable
to transmit four separate channels on a single
vhf radio channel. A number of methods for
combining the signals into manageable pro-
portions for transmission or recording, with
approximate restoration of the original signals
at the reproducer, are being studied but none
is at present considered suitable for adoption.
The BBC’s Research Department is also con-
ducting tests on some proposals of its own.
Any system chosen for broadcast use will have
to be internationally recognised and also be
compatible in the sense that quadriphonic
material can be enjoyed in mono or stereo by
listeners not possessing quadriphonic equip-
ment.

Technical liaison

The BBC has maintained its liaison with the
British Radio Equipment Manufacturers’
Association (BREMA), the Electronic En-
gineering Association (EEA), the Radio and
Electronic Component Manufacturers’ Feder-
ation (RECMF), the Radio and Television
Retailers’ Association (RTRA), the National
Television Rentals Association (NTRA), and
the Cable Television Association of Great
Britain (CTA).
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Manufacturing information about items of
BBC designed equipment has been prepared to
enable British firms to produce and market
them under licence.

Regular discussions with BREMA, which is
concerned with the manufacture of domestic
radio and television equipment, have proved
mutually helpful on subjects such as receiver
performance, transmissions standards, and
problems concerning viewers’ and listeners’
receiving equipment. These discussions have
embraced both television and radio, and
particularly the problems of satisfactory stereo
reception.

The RTRA and NTRA are the BBC’s main
channels of communication and liaison with
the radio and television trade, and they are
kept fully informed of all engineering develop-
ments affecting the trade and public.

Engineering Information Department pro-
vides a service of information and advice for
the public, the radio and television trade, and
industry about the reception of BBC pro-
grammes and the development of its services.
It deals with a large volume of enquiries by
letter and by telephone and issues many
Information Sheets and other publications.

As the 625-line colour television services
reach new areas, the need to stress the im-
portance of correctly installed receiving aerials
becomes ever greater. This also applies to the
increasingly popular stercophonic radio ser-
vice. Aerials for both these services are much
less obtrusive than those which were needed
for the reception of the 405-line television
services on vhf and most people now realise
that an efficient aerial is essential for good
reception. During their surveys of new recep-
tion areas, the Department’s engineers visit
dealers and local authorities to ensure that the
best use is made of the new services.

BBC Engineering, published quarterly, pro-
vides information about technical develop-
ments in the BBC, mainly for readers who have
a professional interest in these subjects.

The Engineering Directorate of the BBC is

Engineering

represented on several of the Study Groups of
the International Telecommunication Union
(ITU). These include the International Radio
Consultative Committee (CCIR), the Inter-
national Telegraph and Telephone Consulta-
tive Committee (CCITT) and the joint CCIR/
CCITT Committee known as the Mixed Com-
mittee on Transmission of Television (CMTT).
Members of BBC staff attend as members of
the United Kingdom delegations, and they also
take an active part in the technical activities of
the European Broadcasting Union (EBU), as
well as those of the International Electro-
technical Commission (IEC) and the Inter-
national Standards Organisation (ISO). The
European Broadcasting Union is the body
which looks after the interests of broadcasting
organisations in Europe and coordinates the
international exchange of programmes, in
particular the Eurovision Network. Interest is
also taken in the engineering activities of
several other broadcasting unions, including
the Asian Broadcasting Union (ABU). The
Commonwealth Broadcasting Conference, held
every two years, is also strongly supported.

One of the working parties of the EBU is
preparing the technical foundations of the
forthcoming medium and low-frequency plan-
ning conference, starting in October 1974
under the auspices of the ITU. In this connec-
tion, BBC engineers have lectured at seminars
held under the auspices of the ITU in various
parts of the world to enable broadcasting
engineers in other countries to familiarise
themselves with the latest techniques for re-
planning the medium and low-frequency
broadcast bands.

The training of engineers from overseas
broadcasting organisations has continued and
a total of 52 technical staff from 25 countries
were accepted for training courses and training
attachments during the year; of these 38
attended formal training courses at the BBC’s
Engineering Training Centre. The cost of these
various forms of aid does not fall on licence-
holders in this country; it is paid for by the
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broadcasting organisations requesting assist-
ance, sometimes with the help of funds pro-
vided by the British Government.

Recruitment and training

During the year 226 technical staff were
recruited — a considerable increase on the
previous year; of these 65 were qualified
engineers, 35 being graduates recruited direct
from the universities.

Twenty-four students on engineering ‘sand-
wich’ courses were provided with industrial
training, in most cases for six months, and
during the summer vacation training was pro-
vided for 28 students from British universities,
with five others from European countries.
Such training, which usually lasts for eight
weeks, provides valuable practical experience
and often helps the students to decide on the
kind of work they wish to take up after
graduating.

The Enginecring Training Centre at Eve-
sham continues to provide a variety of courses
covering the operation and maintenance of
broadcasting equipment. New facilities have
been provided for training in television studio
techniques, and for stereophonic production.
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Personnel

The number of full-time staff on 31 March 1974
was 23,897 as compared with 23,865 on 31
March 1973. There were also 1,234 part-time
staff, making a total of 25,131. Of these 13,910
were programme, technical and executive
staff, and 11,221 were manual, secretarial/cleri-
cal and catering staff. There were 16,245 men
and 8,886 women.

Staff representation

The BBC’s policy is to maintain good staff rep-
resentative machinery for all grades. This is
achieved by negotiation and consultation at
national and local levels with trade unions re-
cognised by the BBC under the terms of its
Charter. The unions so recognised are the
Association of Broadcasting Staff (ABS), which
may represent all staff to a senior level, and,
jointly with the ABS, the Electrical, Electronic,
Telecommunications and Plumbing Union
(EETPU), the National Association of Theat-
rical, Television and Kinematograph Employ-
ees (NATTKE), the National Union of Jour-
nalists (NUJ) and the Society of Graphical and
Allied Trades (SOGAT), for agreed groups of
staff.

Negotiation and consultation on all matters
affecting staff, including rates of pay, grading
and conditions of service take place through
procedures and machinery jointly agreed be-
tween the unions and the BBC. There are also
arrangements for the hearing of personal cases
either with or without union representation.
Where disputes have not been resolved through
the negotiating machinery, matters may be re-
ferred to external arbitration.

The BBC recognises full freedom of choice
for staff to join or not to join a trade union.

However, the BBC believes that it is clearly in
the interests of staff, and of the Corporation,
that the joint machinery which has been built
up between the unions and the BBC should be
as effective and generally representative as pos-
sible. The BBC therefore encourages staff to be
members of an appropriate recognised trade
union and to play an active part in the affairs
of the union, for which suitable facilities are
accorded.

Personnel policy
Industrial relations

The relationships which have been built up
with the recognised unions have generally
stood the BBC in good stead during the year.
But, as in other sectors of industry, BBC staff
have tended to become more fully aware of, and
to seek for positive changes in, their total work
environment. During the year staff also ex-
pressed concern at the apparent worsening of
pay relativities with outside employment, and
the BBC and the unions made a joint submis-
sion to the Pay Board concerning craftsmen.
The pressure on relativitics has also put the
BBC’s grading system under some strain, and a
number of issues have been referred to arbitra-
tion. To meet some of the criticisms expressed
the BBC is engaged with the unions on discus-
sing a new procedure for the more expeditious
handling of grading claims as well as improve-
ments in the grading system itself.

An area of particular concern has been the
Scenery Construction Workshops, Television
Centre, London. Following a fall in produc-
tion the Industrial Society was commissioned
jointly by the BBC and the unions to carry out
a study of the area. This stimulated renewed

79

WwWWwW.americanradiohistorv.com


www.americanradiohistory.com

Annual Report

discussions at all levels, and proposals for
changes in work patterns, staffing and related
matters.

Discussions continue on some aspects of the
appeals and grievances procedure designed to
resolve individual complaints, but the opera-
tion of the procedure has been remarkably
good. Despite the cooperation between the re-
cognised unions, there remains the need for a
Joint Negotiating Council through which the
common voice of all the recognised unions can
be heard. Discussions on a new procedure
agreement for the avoidance and settlement of
disputes have reached an advanced stage.

Pay

The anniversary of each of last year’s pay revi-
sions fell within Stage 2 of the Government’s
counter-inflation programme. In order to se-
cure maximum flexibility in the distribution of
the total permitted increase, and to give as
much as possible to the lower paid, it was
agreed with the unions that although pay in-
creases for different groups took effect from
different dates and had previously been nego-
tiated separately, they should in 1973 be the
subject of a single joint negotiation.

As a result of the agreement reached the pay
of weekly staff was increased from 10 June 1973
by between 15-2 per cent on the lowest rate and
7-6 per cent on the highest ; the pay of part-time
cleaners was increased from 1 July 1973 by 23-8
per cent, catering staff pay was increased from
26 August 1973 by between 23+7 per cent and
16-4 per cent; and monthly staff salaries were
increased from 1 October 1973 by between 14-3
per cent and 39 per cent with a maximum in-
crease of £250. The total cost of these revisions
was approved by the Pay Board as being within
the permitted pay limit of *£1 perweek per head
plus 4 per cent’ for Stage 2 increases.

Grading and job evaluation

The BBC uses, as it has for 25 years, job evalua-
tion techniques for placing staff in salary
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grades to obtain fair internal relativities be-
tween different jobs. Cases for changes in
grading are presented by department managers
or the trade unions to the Grading Department
based on changes in duties which have occurred
since the jobs were previously assessed. Chan-
ges of organisation and the introduction of
new activities may also require a change in job
grading. The continuing operation of these
procedures was accepted under the counter-
inflation policy and during the year some 500
cases have been examined. Apart from the de-
partment’s routine assessment work, attention
has also been given to the development of new
methods of job evaluation with the principal
aim that these should be more readily under-
stood by staff and thus increase the accep-
tability of the process.

Health and welfare

The Medical Unit continues to supervise the
health of staff particularly when it is related to
work or the working environment. Sick ab-
sence rates compare very satisfactorily with the
average for the insured population as a whole.

The BBC keeps in touch with its retired staff,
who number over 5,000. They receive a regular
newsletter and the BBC’s welfare staff are
sometimes able to offer help with professional
advice when pensioners face problems. Last
year, 1974, sees the 10th annivcrsary of a
scheme under which the BBC offers one-day
conferences on preparation for rctirement to
staff who are approaching retirement age. This
is open to all categories of BBC staff, who take
it up in large numbers. This guidance seems to
be much appreciated and there is a significant
feedback from staff after retirement,

Staff training and appointments
Recruitment and promotion

The number of staff vacancies handled by Ap-
pointments Department continues to increase.
In the year ending 31 March 1974, 1,721 non-
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clerical posts were filled, 1,371 by internal pro-
motion. The corresponding figures in the pre-
ceding year were 1,634 and 1,406. In addition,
173 trainees, 87 from the staff, were selected for
courses in radio, television and computer work.

In May 1973 steps were taken to ensure
complete equality of opportunity for women
in those areas of employment where it did
not already exist.

Radio training

In the interests of efficiency the roles of over-
seas and domestic instructors are being integ-
rated. Both domestic and overseas training
has been reorganised into stages — basic train-
ing followed by advanced or specialised train-
ing. During the past year one specialist course
dealing in radio drama was run for overseas
producers. Two hundred and sixty BBC staff
attended radio courses.

Television training

A second studio has been opened in the Tele-
vision School and it is now possible to provide
an increased amount of practical training as
well as studio familiarisation exercises for more
television designers and members of pro-
gramme services departments. A number of
special short courses have been organised to
meet local training needs including a special
course for production staff at the Open
University Production Centre.

The Television Training Section has also
been concerned with advising on the setting up
of new programmes and with the new form of
presentation of the General Election. A total of
268 BBC staff attended television training
courses during the year.

Journalist training

The training of journalists especially for broad-
casting went on throughout the year. It is now
an established part of the BBC news operation.
Every year, 16 young people are recruited,
mostly direct from the universities. They are

Personnel

given a two-year course in writing for broad-
casting and in learning the editing skills of tele-
vision and radio. Most of them find places in
the national newsrooms, in producers’ posts in
current affairs, in the External Services News,
and in other BBC newsrooms throughout the
United Kingdom.

Management training

In addition to the regular, formal courses run
by Management Training Section, a number of
short seminars have been developed, including
a television producers’ management confer-
ence, designed to deal with the administrative
factors in production. The number of BBC
staff attending courses and conferences on as-
pects of management was 500.

Other training

During the year, 2,000 students attended cour-
ses ranging from one-day induction seminars
to senior courses lasting four weeks. By re-
deploying instructors it has been possible to
increase the number of courses for school
leavers.

During the year BBC courses in management,
radio and television were attended by 96 over-
seas students. BBC staff attended general
management courses at Ashridge Management
College and the Administrative Staff College at
Henley.

Summary of courses

There were 275 courses of 57 different types
during the year under review. These were at-
tended by more than 3,000 students, including
196 overseas and other guests.

Legal matters, artists’ contracts
and copyright

The risk of defamation arising from controver-
sial programmes and particularly those dealing
with consumer and similar problems has re-
quired considerable legal attention. The num-
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ber of claims before industrial tribunals and in
the National Industrial Relations Court has
increased, as have claims in the High Court —
some involving litigation. The growing number
of phone-in programmes has also resulted in
legal complaints.

A comprehensive agreement including
several new productivity arrangements was
made with Equity for their members employed
in radio productions. Negotiations with
representative bodies of copyright owners have
continued to be affected by Government
counter-inflation measures.

Management services

Specialist staff in the BBC’s Management Ser-
vices Group give an advisory service to all
directorates and regions on levels of staffing,
organisation and methods, work study and
measurement.

The well established O & M techniques have
been augmented by the recruitment of staff
skilled in operational research and behavioural
science. This has enabled the group to under-
take studies of the complex logistic problems of
television, to develop mathematical models for
manpower planning in selected areas and to
provide more effective support in the manage-
ment of change and organisational develop-
ment. Computer Planning Department pro-
vides the specialists who, under the operational
command of project managers in the user areas,
carry out the design, programming and testing
of computer systems.

The obsolescence of the twin computers in-
stalled for Finance Directorate in 1962 has
made it necessary to transfer their work to the
BBC’s Computer Centre at Shepherd’s Bush.
The opportunity has been taken by Finance
Directorate to review and improve the systems
concerned and the new salaries system, to be
introduced in 197475, will provide automati-
cally a range of analysis and costing informa-
tion not previously available.

The progressive transfer of staff records to
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computer files, with a saving of staff in person-
nel offices, was completed in the year. The
RAPIER systemin Radio Directorate haselimi-
nated a great deal of tedious and unrewarding
clerical work and has led to a substantial saving
of staff and other costs. The extension of the
Engineering Stores Control System, CEMAST,
brought further savings.

Support for the General Election results
programme was provided for the first time by
the BBC’s own computer.

Computer operations

The equipment of the BBC Computer Centre
has been considerably modified. Capacity was
increased by the provision of additional stor-
age, both core and disc; extra ‘on line’ facilities
were added and the whole installation was re-
arranged and simplified to work with a single
processor. The effect was a substantial saving
in cost and a reduction of operating staff, al-
though the work load increased by about 20
per cent.
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Advisory bodies

The BBC’s fifty-five advisory bodies again had
an active year. As described in the Report for
1972-73, these bodies fall into two main
groups: those invited to advise on BBC policy
and programme activities in general and those
with a more specialised function and member-
ship. The first group embraces the General Ad-
visory Council, the Northern Ireland Advisory
Council, the eight English Regional Advisory
Councils and the 20 Local Radio Councils.
To the second group belong the specialist
advisory bodies concerned with agricultural
broadcasting, charitable appeals, educational
broadcasting, music broadcasting, religious
broadcasting, the broadcast coverage of
science and technology, programmes for immi-
grants, the application of engineering research
to broadcasting and the social effects of
television. The membership of these bodies
covers a wide cross-section of the national life
and represents to a large degree the voice of
informed and responsible public opinion.

The General Advisory Council

The General Advisory Council met, as usual,
four times during the year. Each of these meet-
ings was attended by the BBC Chairman and
members of the Board of Governors, the Direc-
tor-General and members of the Board of
Management and other senior BBC staff. The
agenda on each occasion included a report from
the Council’s Business Committee, a summary
of public reactions to the BBC, a report on
matters of moment by the Director-General and
members’ questions. In addition, the Council
considered at each meeting one or more main
subjects selected by its Business Committee.
During the year such subjects included the

Educational Broadcasting Services of the
BBC; Principles and Practice in Documentary
Programmes, in association with a paper on
Historical Documentary Programmes by Mr
C. P. Hill, a member of the Council; a paper on
the Representation of Viewers’ and Listeners’
Interests, arising from correspondence between
the Minister of Posts and Telecommunications
and the BBC; Children as Viewers and Listen-
ers; the Broadcasting of News in the United
Kingdom and the Use of Radio Frequencies
for Sound and Television Broadcasting in the
United Kingdom, a subject which was also re-
ferred for detailed study to a special sub-com-
mittee of the Council. In addition, the oppor-
tunity was given to members of the Council to
comment on a BBC memorandum on Cable-
vision and on memoranda submitted by the
BBC and its advisory councils and committees
to the Crawford Committee on Broadcasting
Coverage. Amongst other matters discussed
during the course of the year were the coverage
of news conferences held by the Prime Minis-
ter, the BBC’s reaction to the Younger Com-
mittee’s Report on Privacy, the question of a
fourth television network, BBC finance and in-
dustrial relations. Programmes which evoked
either favourable or unfavourable comment at
meetings included The Ascent of Man, The
Operation in the Play for Today series, Open
Door, Ulysses, Warship, The Lotus Eaters,
Panorama and the news bulletins on the war in
the Middle East.

Five new members joined the Council during
the course of the year, of which three, following
the procedure agreed during a recent review of
the Council’s role and functions, were appoin-
ted on the recommendation of the Business
Committee. (A list of members is given on
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page 337.) At the request of the Business Com-
mittee, arrangements were made to publish in
pamphlet form and with a foreword by Lord
Aldington, the Chairman of the Council, the
papers on Children as Viewers and Listeners
and The Use of Radio Frequencies for Sound and
Television Broadcasting in the United Kingdom.
The latter publication was to include the report
prepared by the Council’s sub-committee,
which had been chaired by Mr Michael Finley.
At the conclusion of each of the quarterly meet-
ings a statement on the proceedings, prepared
by the Council’s Chairman in consultation with
the Business Committee, was released to the
press,

Regional advisory councils

Under Article 11 of its Charter the BBC is re-
quired to appoint a regional advisory council
for Northern Ireland and for each of the broad-
casting regions in England. During the year,
the Northern Ireland Advisory Council met
five times, one occasion being a special meeting
at which the Council approved a submission to
the Crawford Committee, on the basis of a re-
port prepared by a working party set up by the
Council. Subsequently, the Council met mem-
bers of the Committee on their visits to North-
ern Ireland. The Council also devoted time at
one of its regular meetings to a discussion of
its role and functions and, in common with the
advisory councils in the English Regions, it
considered a paper on the Broadcasting of
News in the United Kingdom which had been
prepared for the General Advisory Council. It
was with regret that the Council learnt of the
retirement of Lord Dunleath as National Gov-
ernor for Northern Ireland. Mr Bill O’Hara,
who was appointed to succeed Lord Dunleath
attended the first meeting of the Council held
in 1974. The BBC was grateful to Mr F. G.
Guckian, a senior member of the Council who
acted as Chairman for the three meetings held
in 1973.

The eight advisory councils in the English
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Regions were also closely concerned with the
activities of the Crawford Committee. The
chairmen of the councils submitted written
evidence to the Committee, stating the joint
and individual hopes and anxieties of their res-
pective councils for the service of regional
broadcasting provided by the BBC. Subse-
quently, the Crawford Committee visited
Leeds, Norwich, Bristol, Plymouth and New-
castle-upon-Tyne, and in each case the regional
advisory councils concerned offered oral
evidence in support of their written submission.

An important development in the procedure
of the councils has been the institution of regu-
lar formal meetings before each General Ad-
visory Council meeting, which are attended by
the eight regional chairman and the BBC’s
Chairman or a member, or members, of the
Board of Governors. Importance is attached to
these meetings as a means of ensuring that the
councils have direct and regular access to the
constitutional centre of the BBC. In addition,
governors and senior staff of the BBC attended
several meetings of the councils during the
year.

The councils normally meet at the main
broadcasting centres within their regions, but
one council held a meeting in London at the
Television Centre and it is intended that in
future each council should hold one meeting a
year in London. The General Advisory Coun-
cil paper on the Broadcasting of News in the
United Kingdom was discussed by all the
councils during the round of meetings held in
January 1974. The councils welcomed the
opportunity which this paper presented for them
tocomment on a subject which theyall regarded
as of great importance. Senior BBC staff from
London attended these meetings and took part
in the discussions. In addition several members
of the councils individually researched and
wrote papers on relevant broadcasting sub-
jects, which were taken as main papers for dis-
cussion at the meetings.

The councils were concerned that the fullest
use should be made of the broadcasting facili-

WwwWw.americanradiohistorv.com


www.americanradiohistory.com

ties within the regions and that the best pos-
sible service should be provided for their own
regional audiences. They welcomed, therefore,
the addition during the year of weekday region-
al news bulletins transmitted in the afternoon
and late evening, and the prospect of an extra
five minutes being added in the near future to
the daily regional magazine programmes.

Local radio councils

The 20 local radio stations have continued to
receive valuable help, advice and support from
their local radio councils. These councils of
some 15-20 members active in the life of their
communities, discuss all aspects of programme
policy with the manager and members of staff
directly concerned with particular program-
mes. Council members also take particular note
of public reaction to programmes, through
telephone calls or letters to the station. They
provide for the professional staff a sounding
board for the praise or criticism of listeners.
Local radio councils have also taken part in
important policy decisions on matters such as
the coverage of the general election, the intro-
duction of consumer programmes and the pro-
vision of programmes for immigrant communi-
ties. Chairmen attend regular meetings in
London with the Managing Director, Radio,
the Director, Public Affairs, and the General
Manager, Local Radio, at which issues affect-
ing broadcasting as a whole, as well as local
radio, are discussed. Members are broadly rep-
resentative of the major interests within the
different areas and all have a concern for the
well-being of the communities that the stations
serve. An increasing number of women are be-
ing included and when vacancies occur listen-
ers are frequently invited to submit names for
consideration by the Board of Governors.

Educational bodies

The School Broadcasting Council for the United
Kingdom and its Steering Committee each met

Advisory Bodies

twice during 1973-4, and its programme com-
mittees three times.

The Council welcomed the decision taken by
the BBC to transmit all school broadcasting
originations in colour and its action in nego-
tiating rights enabling the small numbers of
schools unable to receive vht signals to have
access to recorded broadcasts. The council was
also active in setting up a working party, repre-
sentative of teacher training interests, to advise
on policy in this area of education.

The Council’s Programme Committee I was
closely involved in sponsoring broadcasts for
children of five and under — in nursery schools,
in playgroups and at home. A main concern of
Committee IT was the initiation of series of
modular structure, intended as resource mater-
ial for pupils in the middle years of schooling.
Comnmittee ITI continued to study the needs of
14-16 year olds, particularly in matters of
social and moral education, and the changing
pattern of sixth form work. All committees re-
commended the introduction of programmes
designed to give children a deeper understand-
ing of life in other European countries.

The Further Education Advisory Council and
its programme committees met three times
during the year. Apart from considering the
balance of output and individual programme
proposals for the coming year they were par-
ticularly concerned with the implications for
further education broadcasting of the Russell
Report: a special working party set up by the
Council has been examining the needs of the
different groups collectively known as ‘the dis-
advantaged’, and the result will probably be
seen in increased provision in future for those
whom formal education has passed over, or for
whom such education has not been particularly
successful.

The Council has also made representations
to the BBC about the amount of resources
made available for further education broad-
casting, and about the hours at which pro-
grammes are transmitted.
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Other specialist bodies

The Central Religious Advisory Committee
which advises the BBC and the 1BA separately
in respect of their religious broadcasting, held
two meetings during the year at which, in addi-
tion to its regular review of religious program-
mes, the Committee considered papers on
worship programmes, religious programmes
onlocal radio and the presentation of religious
news. The Committee also established an
Agenda Committee which met twice during the
year to consider and approve plans for the
plenary meetings.

The Central Music Advisory Committee held
its two customary all-day meetings during the
year. The first, at Broadcasting House, was
chaired by Lord Harewood. In the latter’s ab-
sence, the second meeting was chaired at Tele-
vision Centre by Sir Claus Moser. Among
topics discussed in detail were: the position of
all the BBC’s Orchestras, including those in
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland; the
extent to which the works of either some com-
posers might be being neglected, or the talents
of certain performers overlooked; the serious
impasse reached with Equity over the broad-
casting of opera on television; and audience
research evidence about the number of viewers
who now watched music programmes on
BBC-1 or BBC-2. Those attending the second
meeting of the year warmly admired the play-
back of a programme in which Raymond Lep-
pard talked about an early Venetian opera, the
score of which he had discovered, and passages
from which he was seen conducting.

The Central Agricultural Advisory Commit-
tee, which advises the BBC on farming and
gardening programmes on the television and
radio networks, has a membership of 18 repre-
senting a wide range of interests in the agricul-
tural and horticultural industries. It held three
meetings during the year under its chairman,
Mr Hugh Finn, who was retiring at the end of
1974 after nine years of distinguished service to
the Committee. The separate committees for
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Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland, all of
which are represented by their chairman on the
main committee, held their own maetings dur-
ing the year to consider regional farming and
gardening programmes.

The Central Appeals Advisory Committee,
which serves separately the IBA, held three
meetings at which it considered the applica-
tions received by the BBC from charitics wish-
ing to appeal on the air. It also advised the
BBC on matters of general policy for broad-
casting charitable appeals and, in association
with the appeals committees in the English
Regions, whose chairmen serve as ex officio
members, itconsidered inparticular the question
of thecontribution which the non-metropolitan
broadcasting services might in future be expec-
ted to make to appeals broadcasting. The
Regional Appeals’ Committees cach met two or
more times during the year.

The Engineering Advisory Committee is a
small committee of eminent electrical
enginesrs and scientists which advises the BBC
Engineering Division on their own research
programme and on relevant external research
in thesame and similar fields. It held four meet-
ings during the year under the chairmanship of
Sir Robert Cockburn.

The Science Consultative Group held its usual
regular meetings in the spring and autumn. It
reviewed, on each occasion, futurc outline
plans for science programmes on television and
radio and discussed, amongst other subjects,
science and technology in the Common
Market, science in China, the reflection of
chemistry in science programmes and the
procedure at meetings of the group. Towards
the end of the year, members of the Group
submitted to the BBC their own individual
ideas for future programmes.

The Asian Programmes Advisory Comniittee,
which was the new title adopted for the Pro-
grammes for Immigrants Advisory Committee,
originally established in 1965, held, as usual,
two meetings during the course of the year at
which advice was offered on the form and
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content of the vernacular programmes pro-
duced by the BBC from its studios in Birming-
ham. Mr Philip Mason, who had served with
distinction as Chairman of the Committee
since its inception, was due to retire in the
summer of 1974 and to be replaced by Mr
Sydney Jacobson.

The Advisory Group on the Social Effects of
Television was convened in 1971 and has
a membership of eight. Apart from a lay
chairman and one other lay member, the
Group consists of people working in the fields
of medicine, education, and various forms of
social research. Its concerns during the year
under review have included the nature of news,
as a possible preliminary to discussions on the
effects of news broadcasts, and the effects of
television upon different kinds of social change.
Members were kept aware of developments in
Britain and elsewhere in the field of television
research. It continued its practice of meeting
outside experts on related subjects and mem-
bers of the BBC’s staff specialising in different
branches of programme output.
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Publications

During the year ended 31 March 1974 BBC
Publications sustained a loss of £14,000. This
loss was occasioned by steeply rising prices and
shortages of material, especially paper, during
the last quarter of the year, and by some indus-
trial disruption during and following the three-
day working week.

Radio Times, published weekly, price Sp,
increased to 6p in May 1974, celebrated its
50th anniversary in September 1973. It is pub-
lished normally in 25 editions, corresponding
to the Regional pattern of BBC television and
the 20 local radio stations. During the latter
part of the year, however, only four editions
were published each week partly due to the
national emergency and partly to restrictions
on paper supply.

The average weekly net sales of Radio Times
from 1 July to 31 December 1973, as certified
by the Audit Bureau of Circulations, were
4,046,014, some 267,498 higher than the same
period in the previous year.

During the year a number of Radio Times
Special issues in support of television pro-
grammes and broadcasting events were pub-
lished. In addition to the 50th Anniversary of
the Radio Times they included Olympic
Summer of Sport, The Onedin Line, The
Pallisers and Shoulder to Shoulder.

The Listener, published weekly, price 9p,
contained a wide selection of material drawn
mainly from BBC programmes, together with
book reviews, and articles on art, cinema,
music and theatre. During the year Dr
Bronowski’s Ascent of Man programmes were
included in 13 issues of the paper and Professor
Alastair Buchan’s Reith Lectures Change
Without War in six issues. It also carried a
supplement each quarter giving details of the

main music and drama programmes, and four
special book numbers were published.

Average weekly net sales of The Listener
from 1 July to 31 December 1973, as certified
by the Audit Bureau of Circulations, were
40,128 including some sales to schools and
students at concession prices.

London Calling, the journal of the BBC
External Services, was, as in the past, published
monthly and distributed free of charge. The
paper gives programme details and frequency
information for the BBC World Service in
English, with the alternative World Service
programmes for Europe and Africa, and brief
details of BBC services in other languages and
BBC English by Radio broadcasts.

BBC English by Radio and Television con-
tinued to be produced as a monthly magazine
for those who follow the BBC’s English
courses. It contains texts to accompany the
broadcasts which are entirely in English and
articles of general interest to students and
teachers of the language. It is sold, mainly by
subscription, in Europe.

As in former years a major publishing acti-
vity in 1972-3 was the production, at the
request of the School Broadcasting Council,
of many publications to support the BBC’s
radio and television broadcasts to schools.
For the school year 1972-73 some 678
different publications were produced and a
total of 11,200,000 were sold, including pupils’
pamphlets, teachers’ notes and a number of
audio-visual and other aids. This service is
designed to be self-supporting.

To support further education television
and radio programmes 60 publications were
issued or reissued with subjects ranging from
language courses to business studies and from
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biology to arts and crafts.

A wide range of books of general interest
stemming from broadcast material was pub-
lished during the year. Two of them - Alistair
Cooke’s America and Dr Bronowski’s Ascent
of Man — were reported as being among the
best sellers in many bookshops. Other titles
included Cosmology Now, the Tenth Blue
Peter Annual, Common Market Cookery —
France by Fanny Cradock, and Yoga for All
by Hazel and Frank Wills.

During the year the Radio Times Hulton
Picture Library, one of the largest collections
of historical pictures in the world, numbering
over 6,000,000 items, continued to attract
many users.

A select list of BBC publications produced
in 1973-74 appears on page 326.
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BBC Enterprises

In their 13th year of trading Enterprises were
able to announce an increase in total gross
income of 38 per cent — from £3-7 million to
£5-1 million. Particularly valuable additions to
the export programme catalogue were major
television series in fully-dubbed versions in
French, German, Italian and the Latin
American languages. There was a substantially
greater use of BBC Film Library footage at
home and abroad. Expansion in the non-
broadcast (educational) markets was also
encouraging, the total of visitors to all
Enterprises’ exhibitions rose to 2} million, and
BBC Records achieved sales of some 350,000
records and cassettes.

Television sales

Enterprises distributed nearly 7,000 hours of
programmes to 69 countries, through a sales
force based in London, Sydney and Toronto.
They earned £2-8 million in world television,
non-theatric and film library sales markets
outside the United States and Latin America.
The titles most in demand were Dad’s Army,
War and Peace, The Onedin Line, the very
topical The Energy Crunch and items from
Horizon, Man Alive and Panorama. In
addition, the gross contribution from the
BBC’s distributors, Time-Life Films, for all
sales in the United States and Latin America
was £1-5 million, bringing the global total for
the sale of BBC television programmes to £4-3
million.

From London, Enterprises prepared and
despatched 14,500 16 mm prints and over
1,000 videotapes to customers abroad, and
initiated 8,005 print movements (in the
‘bicycle’ system of using and passing on
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programmes in the smaller overseas markets).
Technical developments of importance inclu-
ded a demand for video-cassettes rather than
film prints among some institutional buyers,
especially in North America, and the extended
use of the Philips VCR cassette for audition
purposes in London, Sydney and in many
parts of Europe. This last development in
particular has resulted in lower audition costs
and has made it much easier for customers to
view programmes.

Television sales to 30 Commonwealth
countries accounted for £1-3 million of busi-
ness. The Australian Broadcasting Commis-
sion’s Annual Report gave the proportion of
BBC TV programmes in its schedules as 153
per cent as against 6'6 per cent from other
United Kingdom and Commonwealth sources,
and 24-9 per cent from United States sources.
These included The Ascent of Man, War and
Peace, and The Onedin Line — in all 424 hours.
Canada’s and New Zealand’s total purchases
during the year amounted to 276 and 232
hours respectively. New Zealand’s conversion
to colour (from October 1973) and Australia’s
intention to convert (in March 1975) have
produced changes in the timing and volume of
programme purchasing. This is likely to
influence the sales in these countries over the
next year or two. Sales in some other Com-
monwealth countries were: Nigeria 294 hours,
Hong Kong 265, Zambia 254, Singapore 148,
Malaysia 125, Trinidad 115 and Kenya 105.

In the United States the predominant theme
was continued expansion in television syndi-
cation markets. Such series as Vision On, The
Energy Crunch, and the two Tudor series, Six
Wives of Henry VIII and Elizabeth R proved
best sellers and their distribution was further
accelerated by the Time-Life sales force. On
the Public Broadcasting Service network
another Masterpiece Theatre package com-
prising The Man Who Hunted Himself and two
Lord Peter Wimsey serials was well received.
In November 1973 the networking of War and
Peace met with an enthusiastic response. In

BBC Enterprises

the summer of 1973 another six Emmy Awards
went to those concerned with America, Tom
Brown’s Schooldays, and Vanity Fair.

Time-Life Films succeeded in distributing
fully-dubbed Latin American versions of
some major BBC TV series in Central and
South America, an area in which hitherto
little had been done. War and Peace was sold
in Chile and Colombia, Search for the Nile in
Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, and Puerto Rico,
both Tudor series in Chile, Civilisation in
Brazil, Chile and Mexico, The Ascent of Man
in Mexico and Vision On in Brazil.

In spite of the effect of the fuel shortage on
transmission schedules, West European gross
sales went up by eight per cent. West German
purchases included America (in a full German
language version) and further series of Softly,
Softly: Task Force, and The Onedin Line.
Some of these German versions also went to
Austria and Switzerland. There were French-
language versions of The Onedin Line, further
episodes of Somerset Maugham Theatre, and
Jude the Obscure. The Ttalian versions of both
Tudor series were transmitted by RAI, which
also bought Civilisation, The Spoils of Poynton
and many documentaries.

Educational films

Sales and hirings of educational programmes
for non-theatric use also increased. The main
success was in France, West Germany, ltaly
and Scandinavia (and also in the United
Kingdom non-theatric market). Amongst big
selling series were Jumping for the Jelly Beans
and Up the Organisation in the increasingly
popular Management Training repertoire.
In the United States Time-Life Films returned
a gross of £680,000 from the distribution of
BBCeducational television programmes, much
of the product now being supplied to American
schools, universities and other institutions in
video-cassette form.
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Exhibitions

The wide interest of the public in seeing special
exhibitions in no way flagged, and by the end
of the period the total number of paying
visitors recorded in the last three years rose to
nearly 23 million. Exhibitions of costumes
from The Six Wives of Henry VIII were
mounted at Warwick Castle and Hampton
Court Palace. The Elizabeth R exhibition
went to Sudeley Castle; the Tardis exhibition
was at Longleat House from April to October
and the Special Effects exhibition was at the
Science Museum, Kensington up to June
1973. 1t then moved to Middlesbrough and
remained there until the end of that year.
These exhibitions were already fully booked
for the 1974-75 season, and to them was
added the new exhibition of costumes from
The Pallisers, which opened in March 1974.

BBC Records

Over 350,000 records and cassettes were soid
from the BBC catalogue during the period,
during which 32 new LPs, seven singles and six
cassettes were added. A most important
development for the planned expansion of the
BBC Records division of Enterprises took
place in the autumn of 1973, with the signing
of an agreement with Polydor Limited, one of
the world’s largest companies, for the exclusive
world-wide manufacture, sale and distribution
of BBC Records. This arrangement has al-
ready resulted in increased sales and wider
distribution. The launch of the first six cas-
settes followed in February 1974 as part of the
agreement, and first sales reports are highly
encouraging. Further cassette releases are
planned at regular intervals throughout the
year ahead and eight-track cartridges will be
available from May 1974.

The major success of the year was the
souvenir record Music for a Royal Wedding.
This was available in a special presentation
sleeve for sale within 48 hours after the
event. It moved into 7th position in the
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national LP charts two weeks later, selling
over 60,000 copies. Other LPs in particular
demand were Unique Hancock, Parkinson
Meets The Goons and Gershwin.
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Finance

The accounts for the year ended 31 March
1974, as reported upon by the Corporation’s
Auditors, are shown on the following pages,
and corresponding figures for the preceding
year are given for comparison.

The deficit for the year was £636,000. A
prior year corporation tax provision of
£345,000 no longer required has been written
back, and after taking account of the surplus
of £1,083,000 brought forward from 31 March
1973 the surplus at 31 March 1974 was
£792,000. The finances of the Home Services
may be summarised as follows:

Broadcasting
I Income

Receivable from the Minister of Posts and Telecommunications

Other Income

Expenditure
Operating
Capital

Interest payable

!

Broadcasting deficit (—)/surplus
Publications and Enterprises net profits

Net deficit (—)/surplus on the year’s working
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1973-74 | 1972-73
£000 £000
136,939 | 125,942
2,722 2,164
139,661 128,106
124,430 | 112,722 |
16,373 11,662 |
176 149
140,979 | 124,533
—1,318 3,573 |
682 1.036 |
—636 4,609 |
B {
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Balance sheet at 31 March 1974

31 March 1973

Home | External
Services | Services
£000 £000

61,814
17,321

53
61,867 17,321
2,975 150
17,455 432
531 229
20,961 811
11,935 423

6,943
18,878 423
2,083 388
63,950 17,709
61,867 17,321

1,000

1,083
388

63,950

17,709

Statements
Fixed Assets
At cost, less depreciation 4
At cost 5

Investment at Cost

Current Assets

Stores

Debtors and unexpired charges
Cash

Current Liabilities
Creditors, including corporation tax
Bank overdraft, less short-term deposits

Net Current Assets
Total Net Assets

Represented by:

Capital Account

Provision for contingent pension liability
Income and Expenditure Account—
Surplus carried forward

Grant in Aid—Surplus carried forward

Governors: Michael Swann, Bridget Plowden
Director-General: Charles Curran

Report of the Auditors to the Members of the British Broadcasting Corporation

Notes

1
2
3

[V RN

1 &2

31 March 1974

Home | External
Scrvices | Services
£000 £000
66,528
18,324
53
66,581 18,324
2,905 150
16,245 689
561 99
19,711 938
16,228 638
1,691 28
17,919 666
1,792 272
68,373 18,596
66,581 18,324
1,000
792
272
68,373 18,596

In our opinion the above Balance Sheet and annexed Income and Expenditure Account and Grant in Aid
Account supplemented by the Notes and Statements numbered 1 to 5 give a true and fair view on the basis
stated below, of the state of the Corporation’s affairs at 31 March 1974 and of the income and expenditure for
the year ended on that date.

The deficit for the year on Home Services of £636,000 has been arrived at after charging capital expenditure
for the year amounting to £16,373,000 which, as indicated in Note 1, exceeds by £4,714,000 the depreciation of
fixed assets for the year of £11,659,000 which has been charged to Capital Account.

Deloitte & Co., Chartered Accountants, London. 3! July 1974
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Home services income and expenditure account for the year
ended 31 March 1974

Year ended
31 March 1973
£000 £000
125,942
1,810
106
162
8
78
128,106
81,895
30,827
8,967
2,695
149
124,533
3,573
1,680
644
1,036
4,609
—1,000
—2,526
1,083

Year ended
31 March 1974
Statements Notes ‘ £000 | £000
Radio and television broadcasting
Income ! ]
Receivable from the Minister of Posts
and Telecommunications 6 136,939
Receivable from the Open University 7 ‘ 2,199 |
Grant for Civil Defence expenditure 81
Sales of assets taken out of service 178
Contributions for local radio ’ 6
Interest receivable i 258
‘ 139,661
Expenditure
Operating expenditure — Television 1 90,497
— Radio 2 1 33, 933
Capital expenditure - Television 1 12, 374
— Radio 1| 399
Interest payable | 176 }
140,979
Deficit on Broadcasting (1973 Surplus) —1,318
Publications and Enterprises profits 1,470
Less: Corporation tax 8 | 788
‘ 682
Deficit for the year (1973 Surplus) —636
Provision for corporation tax on property | |
disposal no longer required | 345
Provision for contingent pension liability
Surplus at 31 March 1973 (1972 deficit) | | 1,083
Surplus at 31 March 1974 l 792
95
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External Services Grant in Aid account for the year ended

31 March 1974

Year Year ended 31 March 1974
ended |
31 Total Broadcasting Monitoring
March Civil
1973 Current | Capital | Current | Capital | Defence
£000 Statements Notes £000 £000 £000 £000 £000 £000
Income
15,026 | Grant in Aid receipts 16,713 | 14,246 1,008 1,399 50 i0
20 | Sales of assets taken out of service —7 4 —11
30 | Interest receivable 40 38 2
15,076 16,746 | 14,288 1,008 1,390 50 10
Expenditure
14,025 | Operating expenditure 3 15,808 | 14,389 1,419
755 | Capital expenditure 2 1,074 1,016 47 11
51 | Corporation tax 8 —20 —17 -3
14,831 16,862 | 14,372 1,016 1,416 47 i
245 | Surplus/Deficit (=) for the year —116 —84 —8 —26 3 —1
143 | Balance at 31 March 1973 | 388 218 119 59 -8
388 | Balance at 31 March 1974 | 272 134 111 33 -5 —1

Notes on the accounts

1. Fixed assets: Home Services

Capital expenditure during the year is
charged against the Corporation’s income for
the year. To comply with the Charter, deprecia-
tion is provided and is calculated so as to
write off the cost of fixed assets by equal
annual instalments over the period of their
anticipated useful lives, except in the case of
indirect expenditure which cannot be related to
particular fixed assets, which is included in
gross additions and then wholly depreciated
and written off. The net book value of fixed
assets employed is therefore shown in the
Balance Sheet.

The amount by which gross additions exceed
gross depreciation in the year represents the
increase in Capital Account. In the year ended
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31 March 1974 this amounted to £4,714,000
(1973, £863,000).

Major capital expenditure during the year
was on the further extension of the uhf trans-
mitter programme, the new regional head-
quarters in Manchester, the purchase of
freehold property, the strengthening of colour
television resources in the national and English
regions, especially in Cardiff, Leeds and Ply-
mouth, and on the improvement of radio
studio facilities.

Future capital expenditure approved by the
Board of Governors at 31 March 1974
amounted to £5,474,000 (1973, £5,886,000) for
which contracts have been placed and
£9,305,000 (1973, £8,612,000) for which con-
tracts have not yet been placed.

2. Fixed assets: External Services
Capital expenditure during the year is
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charged against Grant in Aid receipts for the
year.

No provision is made for depreciation as the
cost of renewal or extension of fixed assets is
met in full from Grants in Aid. If it had been
necessary to provide for depreciation on the
same basis as is applied to Home Services’
fixed assets, the net book value of fixed assets
at 31 March 1974 would have been £3,807,000
(1973, £3,715,000) for broadcasting and
£203,000 (1973, £199,000) for monitoring.

The increase of £1,003,000 (1973, £635,000)
in the Capital Account represents capital ex-
penditure during the year ended 31 March
1974, less fixed assets written off.

The main capital expenditure during the
year was on building work associated with a
general modernisation programme for Bush
House.

3. The Corporation holds 53,000 £1 shares in
Visnews Limited, representing 33 per cent of
the issued equity share capital of this unquoted
company. The Corporation’s share of the
profits and assets of this company is not
material in relation to the income and assets
of the Corporation.

4. Stores, which include engineering, television
design and film unit materials, stationery,
books, fuel oil and catering goods, are valued
at cost less provision for slow-moving items.
5. Debtors and unexpired charges include film
rights, untransmitted programmes and pro-
grammes in course of production at 31 March
1974,

6. The income receivable from the Minister of
Posts and Telecommunications is derived from
television broadcast receiving licences.

The gross revenue collected in the year ended
31 March 1974 amounted to £149,009,000
(1973, £137,638,000). In accordance with
Clause 16 of the Licence and Agreement dated
7 July 1969, a deduction was made of a sum
equal to the expenses of collection and inter-
ference investigations, estimated at £12,070,000
(1973, £11,696,000), including adjustments for
previous years of £120,000 (1973, £1,144,000).

Finance

The net licence revenue for the year receivable
from the Minister was, therefore, £136,939,000
(1973, £125,942,000).

7. The Corporation provides broadcasting
services to the Open University and the income
for the year ended 31 March 1974 of £2,199,000
(1973, £1,810,000) represents reimbursement
of operating and capital expenditure incurred
on the University’s behalf.

8. The Corporation is liable to taxation on
interest and on profits derived from certain of
its trading activities.

Home Services’ corporation tax for the year
ended 31 March 1974, calculated at 52 per cent
(1973, 40 per cent), and computed on the basis
described above, is arrived at after taking into
account a credit of £59,000 to adjust prior
years’ provisions.

The External Services’ corporation tax for
the year includes a write-back of prior year
provisions of £30,000 (1973, £31,000 charge).
9. Emoluments of Governors

The annual fees payable to Governors as at
31 March 1974, as determined by Order in
Council, are as follows:

Chairman £8,200
Vice-Chairman £2,000
National Governors for

Scotland and Wales £2,000 each
National Governor for

Northern Ireland and seven

other Governors £1,000 each

10. Emoluments of employees

The following table shows the number of
employees who received emoluments during
the year ended 31 March 1974 of more than
£10,000:

1973
£10,001 - £12,500 21 18
£12,501 - £15,000 7 4
£15,001 - £17,500 5 3
£17,501 — £20,000 - 1

£20,001 ~ £22,500 1 -
Auditors’ remuneration £10,200
(1973, £10,000)
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Statement 1

Statement of operating expenditure for the year ended
31 March 1974: television broadcasting

Year ended
31 March 1973

Percentage
st of total
£000 %
43,246 52-8
26,926 329
1,919 23
1,716 2:1
2,201 27
2,804 34
1,186 1-5
1,897 23
81,895 100-0

Statement 2

Production and other staff costs

Artists, speakers, facility and copyright fees,
film recording and design materials etc.
Intercommunication circuits

Power, lighting and heating

Building and plant maintenance

Rent, rates and telephones

Transport

Other expenses

Statement of operating expenditure for the year ended
31 March 1974: radio broadcasting

Year ended

31 March 1973
Percentage
LG of total
£000 %
15,859 51-4
8,227 267
1,839 60
358 12
608 20
903 29
1,709 5-5
234 0-8
1,090 3-5
30,827 100-0
98

Production and other staff costs

Artists, speakers, performing rights, news royalties,
Jacility and copyright fees, etc.

House orchestras

Intercommunication circuits

Power, lighting and heating

Building and plant maintenance

Rent, rates and telephones

Transport

Other expenses

WwWWwWWw.americanradiohistorv.com

Year ended

31 March 1974
Percentage
G UL of total

£000 %
49,173 54-3
29,193 323
2,056 23
1,716 19
2,332 26
2,841 31
1,327 1-5
1,859 20
90,497 100-0

Year ended

31 March 1974

Percentage
G UL of total
£000 %
17,801 52
9,110 268
1,981 58
397 1-2
611 1-8
941 2-8
1,834 54
239 0-7
1,019 30
33,933 100-0



www.americanradiohistory.com

Statement 3

Statement of operating expenditure for the year ended
31 March 1974: External Services

Year ended
31 March 1973

Amount Percentage
of total

£000 %
9,429 672
1,536 11-0
153 1-1
851 6°1
345 2:4
1,003 72
98 07
610 43
14,025 100:0
12,738 908
1,287 9:2

Production and other staff costs

Artists, speakers, performing rights, news royalties,
Sacility and copyright fees, etc.
Intercommunication circuits

Power, lighting and heating

Building and plant maintenance

Rent, rates, hired transmitters and telephones
Transport

Other expenses

Whereof:
Broadcasting
Monitoring
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Year ended
31 March 1974

Percentage
Amount of total
£000 %

10,832 685
1,608 10-2
139 09
886 56
358 23
1,164 7-3
108 07
713 45
15,808 100-0
14,389 910
1,419 9:0
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Statement 4
Statement of fixed assets : Home Services

31 March 1973 31 March 1974
Radio 'I.‘elle- Total Total 'I.‘e.le- Radio
vision vision
£000 £000 £000 £000 £000 £000
Freehold and leasehold land and buildings
13,095 31,786 44,881 | At 31 March 1973 at cost 46,826 33,390 13,436
696 2,283 2,979 | Gross additions during the year 5,344 3,531 1,813
13,791 34,069 47,860 52,170 36,921 15,249
355 679 1,034 | Less: Assets written off during the year 1,138 894 244
13,436 33,390 46,826 51,032 36,027 15,005
4,892 7,906 12,798 | Deduct: Depreciation accrued to date 13,949 8,746 5,203
8,544 25,484 34,028 | At cost, less depreciation 37,083 27,281 9,802
Plant, furniture and fittings etc.
12,754 44,431 57,185 | At 31 March 1973 at cost 60,443 47,028 13,415
1,999 6,684 8,683 | Gross additions during the year 11,029 8,843 2,186
14,753 51,115 65,868 71,472 55,871 15,601
1,338 4,087 5,425 | Less: Assets written off during the year 5,484 4,103 1,381
13,415 47,028 60,443 65,988 51,768 14,220
9,952 22,705 32,657 | Deduct: Depreciation accrued to date 36,543 26,135 10,408
3,463 24,323 27,786 | At cost, less depreciation 29,445 25,633 3,812
Total
25,849 76,217 | 102,066 | At 31 March 1973 at cost 107,269 80,418 26,851
2,695 8,967 11,662 | Gross additions during the year 16,373 12,374 3,999
28,544 85,184 | 113,728 123,642 92,792 30,850
1,693 4,766 6,459 | Less: Assets written off during the year 6,622 4,997 1,625
26,851 80,418 | 107,269 117,020 87,795 29,225
14,844 30,611 45,455 | Deduct: Depreciation accrued to date 50,492 34,881 15,611

12,007 49,807 61,814 | At cost, less depreciation (per Balance Sheet) 66,528 52,914 13,614

Depreciation for the year

Gross
693 1,463 2,156 | Freehold and leasehold buildings 2,289 1,734 555
1,682 6,961 8,643 | Plant, furniture and fittings etc. 9,370 7,533 1,837
2,375 8,424 10,799 11,659 9,267 2,392
1,693 4,766 6,459 | Less: Assets written off during the year 6,622 4,997 1,625
682 3,658 4,340 | Net increase in accrued depreciation 5,037 4,270 767

Note: In the year 31 March 1974 an amount of £5,730,000 (1973 £5,026,000) being indirect costs associated
with capital has been included in capital expenditure for the year and has been wholly depreciated by the
inclusion of a like amount in the charge for depreciation.
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Statement 5
Statement of fixed assets: External Services

31 31
March March
1973 ' 1974
£000 £000
Freehold and leasehold land and buildings
6,408 At 31 March 1973 at cost | 6611
242 Gross additions during the year i 154
6,650 6,765
39 Less: Assets written off during the year : —_
6,611 At cost 6,765
Plant, furniture and fittings ctc.
10,278 At 31 March 1973 at cost 10,710
513 Gross additions during the year 920
10,791 11,630
81 Less: Assets written off during the year 71
10,710 At cost 11,559
Total
16,686 At 31 March 1973 at cost 17,321
755 Gross additions during the year 1,074
17,441 18,395
120 Less: Assets written off during the yecar 71
17,321 At cost (per Balance Sheet) 18,324
Whereof:
16,675 Broadcasting 17,626
615 Monitoring 657
31 Civil Defence 41
17,321 18,324
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Statement 6

Home Services analysis of
income and expenditure
for 1973-74

The Home Services are integrated and much o1
the expenditure is not attributable to any one
programme service. The programme services
as a whole are only made possible by the
combined use of the income receivable from
the Minister of Posts and Telecommunications
and other net income from all regions. This
income is analysed among the regions relative
to the number of licences in force.

No national region could support the com-
plete radio and television services out of the
income arising from the region. It is con-
sidered, therefore, a reasonable basis for
analysis of expenditure for each region to meet
the costs of its own programme services and to
contribute to network programme and other
costs. Direct operating expenditure of the
regions has been reduced by those costs at-
tributable to network programmes. Network
programme and other costs, with the exception
of transmission and distribution costs which
have been attributed specifically, have then
been allocated among regions in proportion to
net income receivable from the Minister ad-
justed to take into account the hours of the
national network displaced by local pro-
gramme services.

Capital expenditure has been shared in
proportion to income.

102

WwWWwWWw.americanradiohistorv.com


www.americanradiohistory.com

Finance

Statement 6
Home Services analysis of income and expenditure for 1973-74

England W5 Scotland Wales Total
Ireland

£000 £000 £000 £000 £000
Income
Receivable from the Minister of Posts and
Telecommunications 116,159 2,214 12,088 6,478 136,939
Other net income 932 24 58 15 1,029
Total Income 117,091 2,238 12,146 6,493 137,968
Operating Expenditure
Television
Gross expenditure in the regions 9,869 1,140 3,558 3,139 17,706
Deduct: cost of programmes contributed to the
network 7,258 109 1,547 541 9,455

2,611 1,031 2,011 2,598 8,251
Share of network programme and other costs 67,278 1,668 7,210 3,984 80,140
Total television 69,889 2,699 9,221 6,582 88,391
Radio
Gross expenditure in the regions 6,583 722 1,519 1,254 10,078
Deduct: cost of programmes contributed to the
network 2,687 209 489 279 3,664

3,896 513 1,030 975 6,414
Share of network programme and other costs 23,060 593 2,533 1,333 27,519
Total radio 26,956 1,106 3,563 2,308 33,933
Total operating expenditure 96,845 3,805 12,784 8,890 122,324
Capital Expenditure 13,819 264 1,432 765 16,280

110,664 4,069 14,216 9,655 138,604

Surplus or Deficit (—) 6,427 —1,831 —2,070 —3,162 —636
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Statement 7
Summarised Balance Sheets from 31 March 1970 to 31 March 1974

Year ended 31 March

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974
£000 £000 £000 £000 £000
Home Services
Fixed Assets
At cost, less depreciation 57,938 60,339 60,951 61,814 66,528
Investment in Visnews Ltd 53 53 53 53 53

57,991 60,392 61,004 61,867 66,581

Net Current Assets/Liabilities

Current assets 17,602 18,377 19,167 20,961 19,711
Less: Current liabilities 18,233 24,474 21,693 18,878 17,919
—631 -—6,097 -—2,526 2,083 1,792
Net Total Assets 57,360 54,295 58,478 63,950 68,373
Represented by:
Capital Account 57,991 60,392 61,004 61,867 66,581
Provision for contingent pension lability 1,000 1,000
Income and Expenditure Account -631 —6,097 -2,526 1,083 792

57,360 54,295 58,478 63,950 68,373

External Services
Fixed Assets

At cost 14,356 15,830 16,686 17,321 18,324

Net Current Assets

Current assets 511 619 811 811 938

Less: Current liabilities 399 556 668 423 666
112 63 143 388 272

Net Total Assets 14,468 15,893 16,829 17,709 18,596

Represented by:

Capital Account 14,356 15,830 16,686 17,321 18,324

Grant in Aid 112 63 143 388 272

14,468 15,893 16,829 17,709 18,596
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Statement 7

Summary of income and expenditure and Grant in Aid
for the period 1 April 1969 to 31 March 1974

Year ended 31 March

Home Services
Income
Receivable from the Minister of Posts and
Telecommunicatons
Other income

Expenditure
Operating
Capital
Taxation

Surplus or Deficit (—) for year
Provision for contingent pension liability
Balance Brought Forward

External Services (Grant in Aid)
Income
Grant in Aid
Other income

Expenditure
Operating
Capital
Taxation

Surplus or Deficit (—) for year
Balance Brought Forward

Finance

|
1970 | 1971 | 1972 1973 1974
£000 | £000 ’ £000 £000 £000
93,878 95,630 | 113,284 | 125942 | 136,939
2,373 4,636 3,363 3,695 4,361

i
96,251 | 100,266 | 116,647 | 129,637 | 141,300

|

|
81,495 93,055 | 101,636 | 112,722 | 124,430
11,422 12,121 10,591 11,662 16,373
661 | 556 849 644 788
93,578 | 105,732 | 113,076 | 125028 | 141,591

|
2,673 | —5,466 3,571 4,609 —291

—1,000
—3,304 —631 | —6,097 | —2,526 1,083
—631 | —6,097 } —2,526 1,083 792
11,517 13,201 ‘ 14,009 15,026 16,713
14 11 165 50 33
11,531 13,212 14,174 15,076 16,746
10,614 11,757 13,191 14,025 15,808
957 1,495 895 755 1,074
1 9 8 51 —20
11,572 | 13,261 | 14,094 14,831 16,862
—41 —49 80 245 —116
153 112 63 | 143 388
112 63 | 143 388 272
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Annual Report of the

National Broadcasting Council for Scotland

1 April 1973 to 31 March 1974

Broadcasting House,
Queen Margaret Drive,
Glasgow G12 8DG.

July 1974

Dear Sir Michael,

1 have pleasure in sending you the Annual
Report of the National Broadcasting Council
for Scotland for the period from 1 April 1973
to 31 March 1974. This is submitted under
Article 10(8) of the Corporation’s Charter of
July 1964.

Yours sincerely,

JANET AVONSIDE
(Chairman)

Sir Michael Swann,
Chairman,

Board of Governors,
BBC, London W1A 1AA.

Members of the Council at 31 March 1974

Lady Avonside, oBe (Chairman)
Dr Jennifer Carter

Mr James Cumming
Professor T. A. Dunn

Mrs Astrid Huggins

Mr R. D. Hunter, MBE

Mr A. H. Kitson

Mr L. D. Lowe

Mr John A. MacDonald
The Rev. James D. Ross
Mr Harold A. Whitson, CBE

The year under review began only days after
the 50th anniversary of BBC Scotland. At such
a time, stocktaking and reappraisal of aims and
purpose is natural. In fact, the situation in
Scotland urgently required it.

There was the rapid acceleration of indus-
trial, political and social change arising from
North Sea oil and its consequentials. There
was the Government announcement of an in-
quiry into broadcasting in the national regions
by the Crawford Committee. There was, as the
Council said later to the Committee ‘... a
new image of Scottish identity — not separatist
nor naively nationalist — but certainly demand-
ing recognition. This is the very stuff of broad-
casting which can reflect and interpret this
development and by a community exchange
within a national service, articulate its purpose.’

The fact of the Crawford inquiry gave point
and urgency to the Council’s approach towards
a new development perspective. Over the year,

Council members, senior management and staff
at all levels have been engaged in work-studies,
experiments and blueprints to this end.

The prime areas of study and action have
been the technical effectiveness of transmission
and reception particularly in the north, west
and south-west of the country; the need to
develop a BBC presence of people and installa-
tions in the east and north-east; radical
change in the scope and relevance of radio in
the new national situation; the move of the
Scottish television operation into new pro-
gramme areas; the regrouping and recruitment
of staff to meet these changes; and the negotia-
tion with BBC London on the finance and tech-
nical resources to meet this growth momentum.

In all this the basic aim has been to replace
ad hoc plans and package schemes with a co-
herent profile of development over the next
five to 10 years.
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Transmission and reception

This was the main focus of the Crawford Com-
mittee on coverage. The first priority is the
completion of the uhf main station chain on
which depends the provision of relay trans-
mitters to serve the smaller and more remote
communities. With a sizeable percentage of the
audience still dependent on vhf-405 line service
and the knowledge that this type of receiver is
being phased out by the manufacturers, the
urgency to complete the uhf system is obvious.

The step by step extension of the transmitter
chain can be a difficult and time-consuming
process. Complicated field research to deter-
mine the optimum position of the transmitter,
the difficulties of site acquisition involving land
purchase and environmental concern, the con-
struction in difficult terrain of approach roads
and buildings, the installation of the apparatus
and its planned maintenance — all this means
years between first decision and on-air opera-
tion.

There is the continuing need for BBC Scot-
land to give information and technical advice
on reception and wired services to small com-
munities and to update central transmitter
planning with changing population data and
localised guidance on priorities. The relation-
ship of the broadcast services to industrial and
community growth is significant. From the
field work and research of BBC Scotland, the
Council has emphasised that the need for
broadcast services is in direct proportion to the
remoteness of the area. Now with the new
economic developments, when workers must
be attracted to and persuaded to stay in locali-
ties where social amenities are scarce, the situa-
tion is intensified. And apart from amenity
value, broadcasting has a vital communication
role in areas threatened with explosive growth
and violent change.

During the year, main stations have come
into service at Selkirk and Rumster Forest and
relays opened at Lethanhill (Ayrshire), Eye-
mouth and at Gartley Moor (Aberdeenshire).
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The fact that these five stations have increased
BBC-1/BBC-2 coverage by only two per cent is
an index of the economics and scale of this
continuing problem.

In radio, much remains to be done in fre-
quency distribution and use in a system de-
signed for another time ~ with special reference
to vhf coverage, the development of a second
channel for network Radio 2 which would re-
lease the medium wave ‘city filler’ chain. This
last is a group of low-power, limited range
transmitters serving Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Dundee and Aberdeen and represents Scot-
land’s best opportunity in community local
radio.

Radio

This year has seen radical change in the long
static output pattern of BBC Scotland radio.
Three initial aims have been realised.

(a) emphasis on national identity with Radio
Scotland news on the hour (an amalgam of
international, UK and Scottish news) and
with a new two-hour morning sequence
daily ~ Good Morning, Scotland. The latter
had a mixed reception though it included
selected excerpts from the London Today
programme. The volume of protest from
those deprived of access to the network,
illustrated yet again the dilemma of the
regional opt-out. Now, with modification
of style and format the programme is pro-
gressively winning its place.

(b) some of the minority appeal output (Gaelic,
religion, serious music, agriculture) has
been re-scheduled from the peak listening
time it has long claimed. Predictably, reac-
tion has been swift and critical from the
specialist groups affected. In Gaeldom, for
example, the transfer of Gaelic output to
vhf provoked an organised campaign of pro-
test. In fact, the transfer is an essential first
step in the expansion of Gaelic programme
range and airtime. The scale of output
worthy of the Gaelic heritage and demand-
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ed by its adherents can be achieved only by
giving a choice to the millions of the general
audience. The real expansion of Gaelic (as
noted below) will come from Inverness
development.

(¢) increasing investment in staff and pro-
gramme allowance in growth programme
areas like talks, features, light entertain-
ment, drama and current affairs.

A new factor is competition at the local
radio level — with Radio Clyde in operation
and Radio Forth expected later in 1974. In the
competitive context, the Council has consist-
ently emphasised the ‘BBC in Scotland’ with its
four generic networks plus BBC Scotland’s role
as a national service for the whole country. At
the same time we cannot ignore local needs and
loyalties and the community radio success else-
where.

The year has seen the groundwork and defini-
tion of plans for an area station at Inverness.
From this new base and a specially selected
staff team in the north, will come an extended
Gaelic output beamed towards the north and
west ; additionally the urgent community needs
of the north-east seaboard and Outer Isles will
be served; and a special area service for
Greater Inverness and its hinterland will be a
major breakthrough. BBC Scotland itself will
be strengthened in its national role by the new
programme sources available.

Television

In the five special years of television develop-
ment in Scotland, programme policy concen-
trated on two main areas:

— the high cost areas of drama, light enter-
tainment and documentary where the accep-
tance of Scottish output on the national net-
works was most likely;

~ the expansion of programmes directed pri-
marily at Scotland across a wide range of
news and current affairs, Gaelic, agriculture,
religion, sport and outside broadcasts.
Progressively, all Scottish production was

National Broadcasting Council for Scotland

geared to a single standard whether aimed at
Scotland or the networks. The low-budget,
homespun product justified only by being
‘Scottish’ became unacceptable either inside or
outside Broadcasting House. As long as no
spurious concessions are made to the wider
market of the United Kingdom, it should be a
matter of pride that the Scottish product
matches the top professional level. In overall
BBC terms the injection of regional talent and
ability can only enrich the United Kingdom
output.

That policy and principle have been fully
maintained over this year not only in pro-
gramme output but in all development think-
ing. It follows that all our installations, hard-
ware and facilities must be brought to the high-
est professional standard —the colourisation of
Edinburgh and Aberdeen stations, the addition
of anadequate news and current affairsstudio in
Glasgow, the provision of two outside broad-
cast units — these are essential tools.

And the programme making capacity mat-
ches the tools. The continuing scale of network
acceptance achieved this year is indicative.
Some notable examples are: in drama, the
serials Scotch on the Rocks and The New Road,
and the hosted Sutherland’s Law series; in light
entertainment, Presenting Lena Martell and
Night Music series; in documentary, You Want
It — We've Got It (North Sea oil) and Look
Stranger contributions.

Television growth is not merely a Scottish
requirement. It is an important extension of the
United Kingdom BBC service.

Organisation

An essential part of the year’s work has been
analysis and reorganisation internally within
BBC Scotland, in terms of staff workloads, re-
grouping, training and career progress; the
management structure required to meet new
programme and technical initiatives; refined
systems of resource control; the coordination
of community liaison and response.
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In its evidence to the Crawford Committee,
the Scottish Council (Development and Indus-
try) noted: “. . . the need for enough producers
of high calibre in Scotland ... producers
should be seen as an important component of
the tightly stretched layer of leadership of ideas
and vision in the community . ..

A major part of our development concern
must be the quality of staff in all areas. The
attraction and maintenance of high calibre staff
is determined by challenging programme hori-
zons, the involvement in network operations
and the prospects of career progress within
an expanding system. These are the regional
answers to the centrifugal pull of London.

With assured objectives in the broadcasting
of the later seventies we are now recruiting and
training a younger staff echelon. Much of this
year’seffort has been to makeready their work-
shops in Inverness, Edinburgh, Aberdeen,
Dundee and the Borders.

Additional support has been provided for
the senior management staff with their dual
load of maintaining the present output and at
the same time directing the work-study, docu-
mentation and action of development.

Much remains to be done in measuring the
response of a participant community — press
comment, the coordination of programme cor-
respondence, a wide range of public meetings,
consultations with key community groups, the
valuable feedback from advisory committees
and specialist panels — all with a direct bearing
on development thinking and action.

In this atmosphere of analysis and reapprai-
sal it would be strange if the Broadcasting
Council had not re-examined its own role and
challenge. In a perspective of searching en-
quiry, rapid change and the succession of criti-
cal policy decisions, the Council has widening
responsibility.

A key issue is the requirement for substantial
development finance — capital and revenue.
The comparative success of television develop-
ment in Scotland over recent years derived
from an expectation of predictable increments
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and technical growth against which a coherent
plan could be implemented. The alternative
process of submitting ad #oc schemes for which
specific and limited finance has to be argued
case by case is, at best, an erratic progress and,
at worst, the frustration of an uneasy bridle.
Central BBC has not been unsympathetic nor
ungenerous in enabling finance. In a financial
deficit situation the centre has to consider
many competing claims for priority.

But the totality of a national region now
evolving inthe Scottishcontextwould appearto
justify maximum autonomy in the deployment
of assured and developing resources.

In the role of a bridge between the broad-
casters and the audience the Broadcasting
Council sees no dilemma — on one side repre-
senting forcefully the viewpoints and the needs
of the national community they serve; on the
other, seen to be partners in the joint initiative
BBC Scotland/BBC London.

In the exciting way ahead, the Council ex-
pects that central BBC powers will support to
the limit possible the wide prospect of develop-
ment now being realised.

Staff

Mr W. A. Jackson, Head of Programme Ser-
vices & Engineering, Scotland, retired on 30
September after 36 years’ service; he was suc-
ceeded by Mr B. J. Slamin. Other retirals were:
Alastair Maclntyre and Douglas E. Stewart.

Mr David Pat Walker became the new Head
of Programmes, Scotland, and Mr George
Harvey, the Assistant Head of Programmes.
On 1 June BBC Scotland’s Religious Broad-
casting Organiser, the Rev James Dey, took
over the position of Head of Religious Pro-
grammes (Television) with the BBC in London.
He was succeeded in Scotland by the Rev Ian
Mackenzie.

Awards

In the Scottish Radio Industries Club Awards
the title of TV Personality of the Year went to
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lain Cuthbertson,and Mary Marquis was voted
the Radio Personality of the Year. The award
for Programme of the Year went to Sutherland’s
Law.

The Agricultural Unit won second place out
of 300 entries from 33 countries at the 1974
Internationaler Agrarfilm Wettbewerb Festival
in Berlin with their ‘Chunky Chicks’ feature.

Council membership and meetings

After five years’ service Mrs T. W. Mackie re-
tired at the end of 1973. The Council was in-
deed sorry to lose her wide community experi-
ence, abiding enthusiasm and concern for the
responsibilities of broadcasting.

In January 1974 Mrs Astrid Huggins was
welcomed as a new member of the Council.

The Broadcasting Council for Scotland once
again takes this opportunity of recording its
thanks to the Scottish Agricultural, Appeals,
Music and Religious Advisory Committees for
their advice, and to the School Broadcasting
Council for Scotland for its guidance and
assistance.

In the year under review, the Council met
five times in Edinburgh, twice in Glasgow, and
once, to consult with the Chairman and Direc-
tor-General, at Broadcasting House in London.
Receptions and meetings were also held in
Perth and Aberdeen.

National Broadcasting Council for Scotland
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Annual Report of the

National Broadcasting Council for Wales

1 April 1973 to 31 March 1974

Broadcasting House,
Llandaff,
Cardiff CF52YQ.

3 June 1974

Dear Chairman,

I have pleasure in sending you herewith the
Report of the Broadcasting Council for Wales
for the period 1 April 1973 to 31 March 1974.
This is submitted under Article 10(8) of the
Corporation’s Charter of July 1964.

Yours sincerely,

GLYN Tecal Hughes (Chairman)

Sir Michael Swann,
Chairman, Board of Governors,
BBC, London WIA 1AA.

Members of the Council at 31 March 1974

Dr Glyn Tegai Hughes (Chairman)
Mr D. L. Carey-Evans

Mr Aled Lloyd Davies

Sir James Lyons

Professor G. L. Rees

Mr Alwyn Roberts

Mr N. W. G. Taylor, DsC
Mrs Auriol Watkin

Mr Dafydd Jones-Williams
Miss M. M. Wooloff

Mr George Wright

The announcement by the Minister of Posts
and Telecommunications of the formation of
the Committee on Broadcasting Coverage
headed by Sir Stewart Crawford — with its in-
dication that the Welsh situation was actively
being considered at the highest level —~ brought
about a diminution in the public’s representa-
tions to BBC Wales. To the relief of members of
BBC Wales staff, public discussions increasing-
ly showed a full awareness that some of the
major decisions that could lead to a solution to
the long term problems of broadcasting in
Wales did not finally lie in the hands of the
Broadcasting Council for Wales, or the senior
management of BBC Wales or even the BBC
centrally. There followed a period during
which the many interested parties in Wales dir-
ected their efforts to ensuring that their points
of view were properly represented to the Com-
mittee. A number of the meetings of the Broad-
casting Council for Wales were devoted to the
same end.

In January 1973 the Council had made a
brief public statement favouring the use of the
fourth channel in Wales as part of a regional,
community and education pattern for the
United Kingdom. The Council’s submission to
the Crawford Commiittee in July included a de-
tailed expansion of this view following a thor-
ough analysis of the present situation and
taking account of all the factors relevant to a
bilingual country. An examination of the tech-
nical constraints and possibilities was an im-
portant part of the Council’s evidence and the
Council were pleased to be able to make avail-
able to the Committee the valuable and ex-
haustive report of the Technical Committee —
Professor W. J. G. Beynon (chairman), Princi-
pal M. R. Gavin and the late Professor Emrys
Williams — whom the Council had invited to
‘examine the technical possibilities and broad
costs of providing an additional television net-
work and an additional radio network for
Wales’.
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Linguistic tensions, alternatives for the pro-
vision of an additional choice of programmes,
the practicabilities of cooperation between
BBC Wales and HTV and an estimate of the
costs of development on the lines envisaged by
the Council were all examined in detail in a
letter sent by the Chairman of the Council in
July to the Minister of Posts and Telecommun-
ications. In their Report, the Technical Com-
mittee had said: ‘It is our opinion that, at the
present time, there is no alternative comparable
with the use of the fourth channel . . . Having
taken note of all the public representations and
following their own close deliberations, the
Council felt that there was a strong Welsh
voice on the matter of the fourth channel.
These views were emphasised by the Chairman
of the Council in his letter to the Minister
which concluded : ‘We recognise that the public
purse is not bottomless. But Welsh broadcast-
ing has special needs born of sharp realities:
the civilised desire to keep a culture alive and
at the same time to keep a people unified; the
conflict imposed by the present system between
the rights of the majority and the minority; the
despair of the broadcasters themselves at the
inadequacies of the pattern within which they
work — all these combine to embolden us to ask
not merely for the allocation of the fourth
channel for Welsh broadcasting but also for
financial assistance from Government towards
the provision of additional facilities and pro-
grammes in the Welsh language.’

1 March (St David’s Day) saw the comple-
tion of the first stage of colour television devel-
opment at Llandaff, and the new 1500 sq. ft.
general purposes studio was opened by Sir
Charles Curran, the Director-General, on 28
March. Thisstudio, together with the newsroom
which came into operation on the same day,
was designed as an integral part of the still com-
paratively new Broadcasting House (opened
in 1967), and meant that studio B at Broad-
way and studio C and the newsroom at Stacey
Road could be closed; the staffs associated
with them, in particular the news staff, being
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moved to Llandaff from their Stacey Road and
Newport Road offices. The Council warmly
welcomed this development as a further step
towards the long-awaited aim of having all
Cardiff-based staff on the one site at Llandaff.
Detailed planning of a second and larger colour
television studio at Llandaff continued. It was
hoped that this studio, suitable for large-scale
productions such as drama and light entertain-
ment, would be available in 1977.

Considerable advance was made in the pro-
vision of the uhf 625-line colour services when
BBC Wales transmitters were brought into op-
eration at Llanddona, Moel-y-Parc, Betws-y-
Coed, Conwy and Bethesda (where BBC-2 was
already transmitted) and, simultaneously with
BBC-2, at Presely, Ebbw Vale, Pontypool,
Abertillery, Abergavenny, Blaenavon, Mynydd
Bach and Brecon. At the end of March 1974
BBC Wales could be received in colour on uhf
by 79 per cent of the population and BBC-2 by
81 per cent. BBC Wales was available on vhf
405 lines to 74 per cent of the population. Wel-
coming these developments, the Council re-
mained concerned that BBC Wales was still
not adequately available on uhf or vhf in some
areas. A particular worry was mid-Wales
where, for example, the former counties of
Montgomery and Radnor both had no uhf ser-
vice at all. The Council looked forward to the
provision of further television transmitters dur-
ing the following 12 months, at sites such as
Bala, Llanelli, Clyro, Llangeinor, Gilfach
Goch and Ogmore Vale; it also noted with
pleasure the plans for transmission of stereo
radio from the Wenvoe transmitter and some
of its associated relay stations during 1974. This
development is eagerly awaited by a significant
section of the public. Meanwhile, stereo broad-
casts from Wales by the BBC Welsh Orchestra
were contributed to the radio network.

The BBC Welsh Orchestra featured happily
in another important development during the
year. The first stage of the joint BBC Wales/
Welsh Arts Council plan for the expansion of
the orchestra to full symphonic strength was
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completed with the increase of its membership
to .60 players. This was marked by a special
public concert in October. In the second stage
the orchestra will be further increased to be-
tween 70 and 80 players. This historic develop-
ment was only made possible by a generous
Welsh Arts Council grant of £25,000 for the
first stage and the promise of a further grant to
complete the second stage in 1975. BBC Wales,
for its part, undertook to mark this further
example of creative cooperation with the
Welsh Arts Council through a series of 24 pub-
lic concerts a year as part of the Arts Council’s
programme of events in Wales. A tour of 12
public concerts in south, mid and north Wales
was launched in the New Year as an immediate
step.

There were a number of changes in BBC
Wales staff. Dr Meredydd Evans, the senior
television producer, Light Entertainment, re-
signed, and Jack Lloyd Williams, a producer in
the Television Light Entertainment Depart-
ment, was appointed to succeed him. Two new
posts were created in the management struc-
ture: Michael Brooke became Chief Assistant
(General), while Geoffrey Jones was appointed
as Accountant, Wales. In Engineering, Derek
Import resigned from the post of Deputy Mana-
ger, Communications and Engineering Ser-
vices.

The Council also thanked three retiring
members — Professor A. L. Cochrane, Mr
D. P. M. Michael and Mr Glyn Williams — for
their valuable contributions to the Council’s
affairs duringa particularlyeventful period, and
welcomed their successors, Mr D. L. Carey-
Evans, Mr Alwyn Roberts and Mr George
Wright.

Programmes

The degree of interest that has been shown
during the past year or two in the future pat-
tern of broadcasting in Wales and the volume
of opinions that have been expresesd about the
kind of service that Wales should have, might
have given the impression that the public were

National Broadcasting Council for Wales

more concerned about future possibilities than
they were about current output. Happily, day-
by-day response to programmes through press
comment, correspondence and word of mouth
clearly indicated that listeners and viewers in
Wales were as keenly aware as ever of the
merits — and weaknesses ~ of individual BBC
Wales radio and television programmes. Con-
tact between BBC Wales and its audience is
very real and lively, possibly more so than in
some other parts of the United Kingdom.
While this can make criticism all the sharper
and uncompromising because of the closeness
of contact between broadcasters and their audi-
ence it has the welcome benefit of promoting a
greater understanding and rapport between
those who provide the programmes and those
who receive them.

The announcement of a General Election on
28 February meant for BBC Wales as other
parts of the BBC a large number of extra pro-
grammes both during the campaign and on
election night, all having to be set up at short
notice. In radio, there were two results pro-
grammes: the Good Morning, Wales team on
medium wave and Bore Da on vhf; both kept
going throughout the night giving all the re-
sults coming in as well as expert comment with
particular reference to the situation in Wales.
The BBC Wales service relied basically on the
BBC-1 election programme, leaving it to give
information and comment of particular inter-
est to Wales. Advantage was taken of the avail-
ability of the new television studio at Llandaff,
to give for the first time on election night a re-
sults and analysis programme in Welsh using
the BBC-2 network in Wales. This was widely
regarded as a significant addition to our service
to the public, and one which has considerable
importance for the future.

During the past year there were numerous
programmes, especially in radio, in which
members of the public were given the oppor-
tunity, frequently as participants, to strengthen
the meaningful and fruitful relationship that
exists between the people of Wales and their
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own broadcasting service. For example, Open
Line gave the freedom of the air to listeners
wishing to telephone questions to speakers in
the studio on matters of public concern. Yr
Eiddoch yn Gywir (“Yours Truly’), a new pro-
gramme, was a series based on listeners’ letters
on all kinds of subjects, and the answers to
them. Llygad y Ffynnon (‘The Heart of the
Matter’), another new programme, gave advice
on human problems to listeners who wrote in.
Many groups, clubs and societies continued to
invite Alun Williams and his interviews-with-
records programme Dewch am Dro (‘Down
your Way?’), in its sixth year, to visit them. Nor
was there any decrease in the volume of cor-
respondence sent to Friday Roundabout which,
as a public service every week in Good Morning,
Wales! kept audiences aware of events and
places to visit. Vince Savile’s weekly pro-
gramme for hospitals, Visiting Hour, the daily
Bore Da (‘Good Morning’), the Sunday eve-
ning Rhwng Gwyl a Gwaith (Talks Miscellany)
and the Saturday pop show Helo, Sut *Dach
Chi ? retained their popularity among a wide
circle of listeners whose letters and other per-
sonal contact helped in the shaping of the pro-
grammes and thus contributed to their special
appeal. Many hundreds of entries were re-
ceived in the competition conducted jointly by
the Western Mail and BBC Wales Radio 4 to
find three worthy Welsh participants in Radio
2’s United Kingdom Husband of the Year ven-
ture. Byd Natur (‘The World of Nature’), one
of the longest-running of all Welsh radio pro-
grammes, continued to attract many questions,
and give the answers, on subjects of interest to
the amateur naturalist. Listeners took part, as
quiestioners, in Hawl i Holi (‘Any Questions’)
broadcast before audiences in many parts of
Wales. Other programmes with ‘live’ and en-
thusiastic audiences were Penigamp, the word-
game, and Dewch i’r Liwyfan (‘On Stage’), a
series presenting promising light entertainers
which brought a large response from listeners
to the invitation to select their favourite per-
former. Above all, the long-lasting relationship
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between the music-makers and their public
continued to flourish. The BBC Welsh Orches-
tra continued to attract enthusiastic audiences
at the Radio 3 broadcasts of ‘Midday Prom’
from Broadcasting House and Cardiff’s City
Hall; at Gloucester Cathedral; at Festivals in
Llandaff Cathedral, Caerphilly and Lower
Machen; and at a varied series of 11 con-
certs in the BBC Wales St David’s Festival of
Music.

Discussion of BBC Wales output was a regu-
lar and vital part of all the Council’s meetings.
The Council noted with pleasure the enthusias-
tic response — some 7,000 requests for literature
associated with the programmes were received
— to the launching of the two-year integrated
radio and television Welsh-teaching course
Let’s Speak Welsh (Dewch i Siarad).

The positive public interest in BBC Wales
Radio 4 programmes is particularly gratifying
to the producer and broadcaster who, for their
part, are always mindful of the special needs of
Wales. It encourages the belief that a pattern of
broadcasting is emerging which is relevant to
present-day Wales. There are, of course, con-
tinuing limitations in finance and other re-
sources which inevitably limit the BBC Wales
service. But within these limitations BBC Wales
has achieved a marked degree of diversification
in its programmes which encompass a wide
range of public requirements. In a period when
the identity of Wales and its proper reflection
in broadcasting were under scrutiny, the news
and current affairs service could be regarded as
a unifying element through its 62 radio and
television news bulletins a week and its reflec-
tion of matters of concern to Wales in such pro-
grammes as Week In, Week Out, Wales Today,
Heddiw, Dateline, Cymru Heno and the new-
comer About Politics. News and cuirrent affairs
programmes made Wales aware of its own
place in the United Kingdom and indeed the
European contemporary scene. Other pro-
grammes which commanded public attention
delved more deeply into considerations of
national identity often by filmed comparisons
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with the life of other countries in the world. O
God, O Montreal was a highly commended
BBC Wales film examining Canada’s bilingual
situation which was immediately followed by a
studio discussion of the relevance of the Cana-
dian experience to Wales. The film was sub-
sequently shown on the BBC-2 network. The
series Cywain visited several overseas countries.
In Finland the effects of developing nation-
alism were analysed; in Nova Scotia regard
was paid to the language situation; in Belgium,
apart from studying the work of Welsh people
in the EEC, attention was given to the position
of minorities. A totally different way of life in
an unfamiliar environment was the subject of
Cant Tua’r Haul, a series of six programmes
for Welsh children made on a visit by a BBC
Wales production team to Malaysia. Visits by
BBC Wales teams to Egypt, Kenya, Iraq,
Norway and other countries in Europe yielded
material for educational and documentary
programmes that enabled viewers in Wales to
take stock of themselves in comparison with
the people of other lands. Visiting other
countries is a recent development but one
which, it is felt, is purposeful especially in
relation to programmes in the Welsh language
which regard the whole world as their oyster.

As in recent years the two strands of estab-
lished series and new ventures were again both
well represented. Reference has already been
made to several of the long-running familiar
series which have built up a faithful following.
New titles were to be found in most areas of
programming. For example, two major under-
takings in television drama were the 12-episode
Y Rhandir Mwyn adapted from Marion
Eames’ novel about the Welsh Quakers in
America and the eight-episode Enoc Huws
based on Daniel Owen’s classic novel about
society in north-east Wales in the nineteenth
century. Two versions of a play by Ewart
Alexander were produced: in Welsh Er Cof
Annwyl and English In Loving Memory. The
same author wrote Dummy Run (BBC-2) which
was shot entirely on location at the National
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Rugby Stadium in Cardiff. Wipers Three
(BBC-1) was a dramatic reconstruction by
Kenneth Hill of Lloyd George’s discussions
with his Generals before the Battle of Pass-
chendaele. The winners of the BBC Wales
annual playwriting competition were Dim ond
Fory tan y Ffair by Nansi Pritchard and Y Gair
i Gall by T. James Jones. Both were recorded in
theatre presentation before live audiences.
New drama on Radio 4 included the intriguing
Murder at the Eisteddfod (Brian Evans) broad-
cast on the eve of Wales’ National Festival and
a play about family relationships The Late Mr
King Thomas (Paul Ferris). Welsh plays includ-
ed a comedy by Gruffydd Parry Taro Deuddeg,
a thriller by Vivian Paget Tywyll Ffyrdd, and a
play by Saunders Lewis with two characters
set in a death cell on the eve of execution, Cell y
Grog.

Light entertainment programmes, ever seek-
ing to build upon past experience, also included
several new ventures. Pass the Buck was a 31-
week quiz competition between South Wales
social clubs in which the question-master was
the veteran Welsh comedian Stan Stennett.
Penigamp was a television version of the highly
popular radio word-game. The presentation of
pop music took on a different emphasis when
the new series Gwerin 74 featuring folk music
old and new replaced the discotheque atmo-
sphere of Disc a Dawn.In Ar ‘Ben ei hun half a
dozen familiar broadcasters presented one-man
shows of their own skills ranging from comic
sketches to readings of prose and poetry.
Strim Stram Strellach and Teliffant were series
of entertainments for younger children. The
search for new ideas was manifested also in
radio and television talks programmes. In tele-
vision’s Stori a Stori a group of four actors
marooned on a desert island told stories to
while away the time. Ffordd o Siarad examined
local Welsh dialects. In radio, Deialogau con-
sisted of imaginary conversations between lit-
erary figures of the past and present in a series
jointly sponsored by BBC Wales and the Welsh
Arts Council. In Praise in Strict Pattern, two
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programmes for Radio 3, medieval and modern
Welsh poetry were discussed with Professor
M. Joseph P. Clancy of New York. Professor
Estyn Evans’ Annual Lecture on The Person-
ality of Wales added some fuel to the public
questioning of the Welsh identity when he
argued that Welshness belonged to Wales
rather than to Welsh speakers and that the en-
vironment and the Celtic heritage was a truer
index of regional personality than a language.

As has been shown, BBC Wales continued to
contribute programmes in various fields to the
BBC-1 and BBC-2 networks. In addition to
those already mentioned, contributions ranged
from sports broadcasts of rugby and cricket to
religious programmes such as Songs of Praise
and Glory, Glory; from Music for Christmas
and The Singing Train, a musical journey on
the Ffestiniog Railway, to features such as
Eagles in Exile, a study of Polish immigrants in
Wales; Voices for the World which displayed the
talents of Sir Geraint Evans, Anne Howells
and Ryland Davies, and Margaret Price; and
The Lost Wilderness which retraced the travels
of George Borrow in North Wales.

Religious programmes, for their part, sought
new ways of shedding light on the Christian
message. There was a new departure, for ex-
ample, in the long-established Sunday morning
series Oedfa’r Bore. Normally broadcast from
places of worship, the service departed from
the traditional once a month when it was
broadcast from the studio as an act of worship
designed specially for radio. In a controversial
venture the television series I Ba Dy Bynnag
sought out those who did not habitually fre-
quent places of worship in their more familiar
haunts such as the pub or club to engage them
in discussion on religious matters. Travelling
further afield, the series Bod went to Lourdes to
witness some of the remarkable scenes that
take place in that centre of pilgrimage.
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Educational broadcasting

Programmmes produced by the Education De-
partment at the request of the School Broad-
casting Council for Wales continued to make a
significant contribution to education in schools
in Wales. The majority of programmes were
aimed at the primary schools where the flexible
arrangements of the school day meant that
broadcasts could be used without difficulty. In
the secondary schools examinations were still a
dominant factor and the resulting timetabling
militated against the most effective use of
broadcasts. A number of secondary schools in
Wales acquired television recording equipment
during the year and thus became independent
of their own, and the broadcasting, timetable,

Three series, Dwedwch Chi (radio), Gwlad a
Thref (television) and Let’s Look at Wales
(television) were planned to overlap the upper
primary and the lower secondary schools.

Two new series were introduced during the
year. Ar Drothwy’r Tymor (radio) and Rhwng
Dau Dymor (television) were introduced at the
beginning of each term to provide teachers
with previews of programmes to be broadcast
later in the term.

In September the whole of the schools radio
service was transferred to the vhf wave band
only. This transfer was achieved relatively
smoothly with local education authorities
providing new receiving equipment where nec-
essary. Some 40 schools in Wales were found
to be incapable of receiving a vhf signal; in
anticipation the BBC had negotiated a special
copyright relaxation scheme which gave local
education authorities the right to record
schools radio programmes and to distribute
the tapes to those schools where reception was
impossible.

October saw the start of BBC Wales’ two-
year multi-media course Let’s Speak Welsh/
Dewch i Siarad. Radio and -television pro-
grammes and printed materials were integrated
in this further education course which was
designed to help students achieve fluency in the
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Welsh language. The response to the first term
of eight television programmes was gratifying
with some 7,000 students asking to be placed
on the series’ mailing list. Of the 7,000 nearly
half resided outside Wales but many of these
were unable to continue with the radio part of
the course because of reception difficulties.

External Broadcasting

During 1973 the External Services Department
acted as a central reference and organising
point in Wales for the External Services. Verna-
cular interviews about Wales and Welsh life
were submitted to 11 language services, a
weekly magazine programme Wales Today was
produced for World Service and interviews or
reports were provided for many other World
Service programmes. The department also
looked after a variety of overseas visitors or
attachés to the region and organised several
programme visits by external services staff.

Some statistics 1973-74

1. Auditions: 319 people were auditioned for
radio; 96 were successful and 63 were used.
275 were auditioned for television; 129
were successful and 97 were used.

2. New writers for radio: 10

for television: 23

3. Number of schools ordering educational
broadcasting publications:
Radio and television: 1902
Television only: 76
Radio only: 393

4. Number of local correspondents regularly
used for news service: 85

5. Hours of output

Television
BBC Wales: 641 hours 20 minutes: Welsh,
359 hours 43 minutes (weekly average 6
hours 55 minutes). English, 281 hours 37
minutes (weekly average 5 hours 25
minutes).

National Broadcasting Council for Wales

Welsh output on BBC-2 Wales transmitters:
1 hour 35 minutes (weekly average 2
minutes).

Contributions to BBC-1: 27 hours (weekly
average 31 minutes); BBC-2, 18 hours
(weekly average 21 minutes).

Radio

Radio 4 Wales (including vhf): 1,694
hours: Welsh, 1,020 hours (weekly average
19 hours 37 minutes); English, 674 hours
(weekly average 12 hours 58 minutes).
Radio 4 basic: 31 hours (weekly average
36 minutes).

Radios 1, 2, 3 and External Services: 168
hours (weekly average 3 hours 14 minutes).
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Notes on Appendix I

1. Due to industrial action within the Post
Office between January and March 1971 the
licences in force at 31 March 1971 do rot
reflect the true licensing position at that
date.

2. Radio only licences were abolished on 1
February 1971.

3. Combined radio and television licences were
also abolished on 1 February 1971. From
that date television only licences have been
issued.

4. The television licences at 31 March 1974
include 37,194 licences issued to blind
persons. )

5. Dealer’s demonstration fee and concession-
ary licences for residents of old people’s
homes at 31 March 1974 have been excluded
from the figures.
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Issued for payment

Licences at Total Issued frce for Radio and television combined

31 March blind persons Radio only — - - - _
| Monochrome Colour

1927 I 2,269,644 5,750 2,263,894

1928 2,482,873 12,234 2,470,639

1929 2,731,872 14,505 2,717,367

1930 3,092,324 16,496 3,075,828

1931 3,647,722 21,304 3,626,418

1932 4,621,805 31,513 4,590,292

1933 5,497,217 35,850 5,461,367

1934 | 6,259,653 | 39,224 6,220,429

1935 7,011,753 41,868 6,969,885

1936 | 7,616,822 44,380 7,572,442

1937 8,127,636 46,475 8,081,161

1938 | 8,588,676 49,730 8,538,946

1939 8,968,338 52,621 8,915,717

1940 8,951,045 53,427 8,897,618

1941 ! 8,752,454 50.555 8,701,899

1942 8,683,098 47,456 8,635,642

1943 9,242,040 48,399 9,193,641

1944 9,554,838 48,124 9,506,714

1945 9,710,230 46,861 9,663,369

1946 10,395,551 47,720 10,347,831

1947 10,777,704 49,846 10,713,298 14,560

1948 11,179,676 52,135 11,081,977 1 45,564

1949 11,747,448 53,654 11,567,227 i 126,567

1950 12,219,448 56,376 11,819,190 343,882

1951 12,369,027 58,161 11,546,925 763,941

1952 12,753,506 60,105 11,244,141 1,449,260

1953 12,892,231 61,095 10,688,684 2,142,452

1954 13,436,793 62,389 10,125,512 3,248,892

1955 13,980,496 62,506 9,414,224 4,503,766

1956 | 14,261,551 62,745 8,459,213 5,739,593

1957 14,525,099 62,453 7,496,390 6,966,256

1958 | 14,646,350 61,387 6,494,960 8,090,003

1959 14,736,413 57,784 5,423,207 9,255,422

1960 15,005,011 54,958 4,480,300 10,469,753

1961 15,176,725 50,852 3,858,132 11,267,741

1962 15,372,219 46,782 3,491,725 11,833,712

1963 15,698,991 | 43,371 3,212,814 12,442,806

1964 15,884,679 40,337 2,959,011 12,885,331

1965 16,046,603 34,355 2,759,203 13,253,045

1966 16,178,156 31,499 2,579,567 13,567,090

1967 16,773,205 29,662 2,476,272 14,267,271

1968 17,645,821 27,564 2,529,750 15,068,079 20,428

1969 17,959,933 24,966 2,418,906 15,396,642 99,419

1970 18,183,719 22,174 2,279,017 15,609,131 273,397

1971 (note 1) 15,943,190 — —_ 15,333,221 | 609,969

1972 16,658.451 — — 15,023,691 1,634,760

1973 17,124,619 — — 13,792,623 3,331,996

1974 ‘ 17,324,570 — — 11,766.424 5.558,146
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Appendix IV

School broadcasting

Number of schools buying BBC Television and Radio publications

Television

Northern

School year England Scotland Wales Ireland Others Total
1958-59 — — — — — 1,309
1959-60 — — — — — 2,455
196061 — — — — —_ 2,890
1961-62 — — — — — 3,839
1962-63 - — — — — 4,941
1963-64 — — — — — 6,784
196465 — — — — — 9,157
1965-66 11,452 1,609 491 138 42 13,732
196667 15,188 1,937 696 348 46 18,215
1967-68 17,060 2,111 854 426 55 20,506
1968—69 17,971 2,207 952 392 56 21,578
1969-70 20,880 2,411 1,292 602 56 25,241
1970-71 22,005 2,423 1,413 654 54 26,549
1971-72 23,763 2,674 1,675 401* 64 28,577*
1972-73 24,948 2,726 1,771 945 66 30,450
Radio

Northern
School year England Scotland Wales Others Total

Treland
1938-39 9,121 1,217 714 118 — 11,170
1945-46 12,242 1,375 1,036 86 55 14,794
1955-56 23,576 2,584 2,017 745 85 29,007
1965-66 23,851 2,831 1,942 547 57 29,228
1966-67 25,641 2,831 2,043 1,303 55 31,873
1967-68 25,108 2,746 1,984 1,105 57 31,000
1968-69 25,610 2,827 2,000 919 63 31,419
1969-70 26,408 2,865 2,047 1,204 65 32,589
1970-71 26,821 2,794 2,104 1,167 65 32,951
1971-72 26,945 2,880 2,084 623* 68 32,600*
1972-73 26,817 2,899 2,031 1,212 70 33,029

*The 1971-72 figures are known to be incomplete in respect of Northern Ireland. This also affects the figures in

the total column.

Notes: The method of collecting this information was changed in 1965 and the returns for 1965-66, the first year
under the new system, are known to be incomplete. The figures derived from sales of publications may be re~
garded as a broad indication of the number of schools using the School Broadcasting Service.
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School radio series (United Kingdom):
series broadcast to schools in the school year

19734 excluding series for Scotland, Wales and

Northern Ireland only

Title of series

For primary schools:
Playtime

Let’s Join In

Poetry Corner

Listening and Reading I
Movement and Music Stage I

Movement and Music Stage IT

A Corner for Music

The Music Box
Springboard

Stories and Rhymes
Listening and Reading 11
Living Language
History: Not So Long Ago
Exploration Earth

For the Middle Years
Man

Movement, Mime and
Music Stage I

Movement, Mime and
Music Stage IT

Country Dancing

Time and Tune

Music Workshop Stage I
Music Workshop Stage II
Singing Together

A Religious Service for
Primary Schools

Quest

Nature

Junior Science radiovision
Discovery

For secondary schools:
Drama Workshop
Listening and Reading 111
Listening and Writing
Adventure

Books, Plays, Poems
Speak

Art and Humanities

British Isles and World Studies

Europe and the World
History in Evidence
History in Focus

France

Nous y sommes! (French I)

For
children
aged

Terms

4and 5
5-7
5-7
67

W W WL = WWWW W W=t W W
T
o

w
T
A -]

9-11
8-11
7-8
8-10
10-13
9-12

W W W W e W

8-12
9-11
8-10
9-11
9-11

[N N ]

F 11-12
11-13
11-14
13-16
14-16
14-16
13-16
13-16
13-16
11-14
13-16
12-16
11-12

Ll R VS RV RN S VS RV S A Y

Title of series

Radio Jeunesse (French II)
La Parole aux Jeunes
(French IIT)

La France aujourd’hui
(French IV)

Horizons de France
(French V)

Voix de France (French VI)
Halb gewonnen!

Da sind wir wieder
Deutsch fiir die Oberstufe
Privyet!

Espafia es diferente
Music Club

Religion: How and Why
Material for Assembly
Christian Focus

Religion and Life

Life Cycle

Learning about Life

The World of Work
Inquiry

Art and Experience
Prospect

F =fortmightly programmes

Appendix IV

For
children
aged

1 12-14

Terms

13-15

N

14-16

15-17
16-18
Secondary
14-16
16-18
Secondary
Secondary
13-16
11-14
11-16
14-16
16-18
11-13
14-16
14-16
14-16
16-18
16-18

W e NN e L ) W e NN = NN

Radio and television series for schools in
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland only
broadcast in the school year 19734

Title of series

For schools in Northern Ireland:

Radio

Today and Yesterday in
Northern Ireland

Modern Irish History: People
and Events

Irish Geography
Explorations

Television
Ulster in Focus

For schools in Scotland:
Radio

From Seven to Nine

A Religious Service
Think and Move

www americanradiohistorv com

For
Terms  children

aged
3 8-11
1 14-15
1 14-15
1 14-15
2F 10-13
3 7-9
3 8-12
3 8-12
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For For schools in Wales:
Title of series Terms  children Radio
aged Symud a Chin 3 5-7
Exploring Scotland 3 9-11 Gair yn ei Le . 3 7-9
Scottish History 3 11-13 Sain, Cerdd a Chan 3 -9
O-Grade Modern Studies 1 14-16 Gwasanaeth Crefyddol ) oo
O-Grade Scottish History 1 14-16 Ar waydf yng Nghymru 3 9-11
Questions of Living 3 14-16 Stories from Welsh History 3 9-11
Scottish Writing 1 16-18 Dwedwch Chi 3 9-12
Exploring Wales 3 10-11
Television Y Byd o’'n Cwmpas 3 10-11
Let’s See 1 7-9 ..
Around Scotland 2 9-11 Television
Living in Scotland 2 14-16 SR a1 .
Hwnt ac Yma 3F 8 & over
Gwlad a Thref 3F 10-13
F = fortnightly programmes. Let’s Look at Wales 3F 10-13
School television series (United Kingdom): series broadcast to schools in the school year
1973-4 excluding series for Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland only
For
Title of series Terms Aim or content children
aged
For primary schools:
You and Me 2 For children watching with an adult 4ands
Watch! 3 Extension of experience 6-7
Merry-go-Round 3 Extension of experience 7-9
Words and Pictures 2F Help to backward readers 6-8
Look and Read 2 Help to backward readers 7-9+
A Year’s Journey 3F Environmental studies 9-11
People of Many Lands 2F Geographical documentaries 10-12
Out of the Past 3F Periods and themes in history 9-12
Maths Workshop: Stage 1 3F Modern approach to maths 9-10
Maths Workshop: Stage 2 3F Modern approach to maths 10-11
Music Time 3 To stimulate active music-making 8-9
Music in Action 1 Creative music-making 10-12
Science All Round 3F Modern approach to science 9-11
For secondary schools:
Drama 1 Plays of the past and present 14 & over
USA 1F Social and human geography 13-16
British Social History 3F Documentaries on post-1800 Britain 14-16
History 1917-73 3F Political changes since 1917 14-16
Countdown: mathematical starting points 3F Mathematics for C.S.E. and R.O.S.L.A. 14-16
Tout compris 1F Films of French teenage life 12-14
Quatre coins de la France 1F Life and language in rural France 12-14
Exploring Science 3F Science resource material 11-13
Science Extra: Biology 2F For abler pupils 14-15
Science Session 3F For less able pupils 14-16
Television Club 2 For backward children 12-14
Going to Work 3 For young school leavers 14-16
A Job Worth Doing? 2 Careers for CSE/O-level pupils 15-17
Scene 2 Topical documentaries and plays 14-16
New Horizons 3 General studies 16-18

F = fortnightly programmes.
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Appendix V

Hours of broadcasting in the External Services

Programme hours

English and English by Radio

per week as at
1 April 1974

South European

Appendix V

Programme hours
per week as at
1 April 1974

BBC World Service (including alternative Greek 103
programmes for Europe, Africa, Asia, the Italian 7
Caribbean and the Falkland Islands) and Portuguese 5%
English by Radio 2393  Spanish 7
Turkish 7
Overseas Regional
French for Canada 1 German 314
Maltese b
East European
African Bulgarian 14
Hausa 7 Romanian 153
Somali 5% Russian 31
Swabhili 7 Yugoslav (Serbo-Croat and Slovene) 161
Arabic 70  Total hours broadcast weekly in the —_—
External Services 735
Eastern _—
Bengali 74
Burmese 7
Hindi 153
Nepali 3
Persian 81
Sinhala 1
Tamil 13
Urdu 83
Far-Eastern
Chinese ~ Cantonese 53
- Standard Chinese (Kuoyu) 123
Indonesian 8%
Japanese 7
Malay 13
Thai 5}
Vietnamese 83
French (to Europe and Africa) 473
Latin American
Spanish 28
Portuguese 153
Central European
Czech and Slovak 21}
Hungarian 18
Polish 211
Finnish 83
131
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Appendix VI

Rebroadcasts of BBC External Services

The following list gives details of the countries rebroadcasting BBC External Services output. There is also
extensive monitoring of BBC transmissions by broadcasting stations for use in preparing their news bulletins
and other programmes. Daily rebroadcasts off direct transmissions are indicated by an asterisk.

Abu Dhabi
Afghanistan

Algeria
Angola

*Anguilla (Leeward Is.)

*Antigua (Leeward Is.)
*Argentina

*Australia
Austria
Bahamas

*Barbados
Belgium

*Belize

*Bermuda
*Bolivia

*Botswana
*Brazil

*British Virgin Islands
*Brunei

Bulgaria
Burundi
Cameroun

*Canada
Canary Islands

Cape Verde Islands
Cayman Islands

Central African Republic

Chad
*Chile

*Christmas Island
(Indian Ocean)

132

Direct transmissions

World Service in English,
Caribbeant

World Service, Caribbeant
Latin American in Spanish

World Service

World Service, Caribbeant

World Service

World Service
Latin American in Spanish

World Service
Latin American in Portuguese

World Service, Caribbeant
World Service

World Service,
Overseas Regional Service

Latin American in Spanish

World Service

Recorded programmes or programnies
fed by line or cable

Topical tapes, transcriptions,

English by Radio

Dari, Pushtu,

English by Radio

French

Portuguese, transcriptions,

English by Radio

Topical tapes, transcriptions,

English by Radio

Topical tapes, transcriptions

Latin American in Spanish, transcriptions,
English by Radio

Overseas Regional Service, topical tapes,
transcriptions

German, transcriptions

Topical tapes, transcriptions

Topical tapes, transcriptions,

English by Radio

French, German, transcriptions,

English by Radio

Topical tapes, transcriptions,

English by Radio

Topical tapes, transcriptions

Latin American in Spanish, transcriptions,
English by Radio

English for Africa, topical tapes,
transcriptions, English by Radio

Latin American in Portuguese, transcriptions,
English by Radio

Transcriptions

Malay, Standard Chinese, Cantonese, topical
tapes, transcriptions, English by Radio
Transcriptions

French

Hausa, French, transcriptions,

English by Radio

French, Overseas Regional (French), topical
tapes (English and French), transcriptions
Transcriptions, English by Radio

English by Radio

English by Radio

French

French

Latin American in Spanish, transcriptions,
English by Radio

Transcriptions
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*Colombia

Cook Islands
*Costa Rica

Cuba
Cyprus

Czechoslovakia
Dahomey
Denmark
*Dominica (Windward Is.)
*Dominican Republic
Dubai

*Ecuador

Egypt

Eire

El Salvador
Ethiopia

*Falkland Islands
*Fiji

Finland
France
*Gambia

Germany (West)
Ghana

*Gibraltar

*Gilbert and Ellice Islands
Greece

*Grenada (Windward Is.)
Guatemala

*Guyana
Haiti
Honduras Republic

*Hong Kong

Hungary
Iceland
Indonesia
Iran
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
*Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kenya

Direct transmissions

Latin American in Spanish

Latin American in Spanish

World Service
Latin American in Spanish

Latin American in Spanish

World Service
World Service

World Service

World Service, Spanish
World Service

World Service, Caribbeant

World Service, Caribbeant

World Service, Cantonese,

Standard Chinese

Indonesian

World Service, Caribbean?t

Appendix VI

Recorded programmes or programmes
fed by line or cable

Latin American in Spanish, transcriptions,
English by Radio

Topical tapes, transcriptions

Latin American in Spanish, transcriptions,
English by Radio

Latin American in Spanish, transcriptions
Greek, topical tapes, transcriptions,
English by Radio

Transcriptions, English by Radio

French

Transcriptions, English by Radio

Topical tapes, transcriptions

Latin American in Spanish

Topical tapes, transcriptions,

English by Radio

Latin American in Spanish, transcriptions,
English by Radio

English by Radio

Topical tapes, transcriptions

Latin American in Spanish, transcriptions
English for Africa, topical tapes,
transcriptions, English by Radio

Topical tapes, transcriptions

Hindi, topical tapes, transcriptions,
English by Radio

Finnish, transcriptions

Transcriptions

English for Africa, topical tapes,
transcriptions

German, transcriptions, English by Radio
Transcriptions

Topical tapes, transcriptions

Topical tapes, transcriptions

Greek, English by Radio

Topical tapes, transcriptions

Latin American in Spanish, transcriptions
Topical tapes, transcriptions
Transcriptions

Latin American in Spanish,

English by Radio

Cantonese, Standard Chinese, topical tapes,
transcriptions, English by Radio
Transcriptions, English by Radio
Transcriptions

Indonesian, English by Radio

English by Radio

Hebrew, transcriptions, English by Radio
Italian, transcriptions, English by Radio
French, English by Radio

Topical tapes, transcriptions

Japanese, transcriptions

Transcriptions

Swahili, topical tapes, transcriptions,
English by Radio
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Khmer Republic
Kuwait
Laos

*Lesotho

*Liberia
Libya
Malagasy
Malawi

Malaysia
*Maldive Islands
Mali
*Malta

Mauritania
*Mauritius

Mexico

Monaco

*Montserrat (Leeward Is.)

Morocco
Mozambique
Nauru Island
Nepal
Netherlands
New Guinea
New Hebrides
*New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
*Nigeria

Niue Island

Norfolk Island

Norway

Oman
*Panama

*Paraguay
*Peru

Philippines
Poland
Portugal
*Puerto Rico
Qatar

Ras al Khaima

Romania

Saudi Arabia
*Senegal

134

Direct transmissions

World Service
World Service, French

World Service
World Service, Malay
World Service

World Service, Maltese

World Service

World Service, Caribbeant

World Service

World Service

Latin American in Spanish
Latin American in Spanish

Latin American in Spanish

Latin American in Spanish

French

Recorded programmes or programmes
fed by line or cable

English by Radio

Transcriptions

Lao, English by Radio

English for Africa, transcriptions
Transcriptions

Transcriptions

French, English by Radio

English for Africa, topical tapes,
transcriptions

Malay, Standard Chinese, Tamil, topical
tapes, transcriptions, English by Radio

French, English by Radio

Topical tapes, transcriptions,

English by Radio

French

French, Hindi, Urdu, Overseas Regional
Service, topical tapes, transcriptions
Latin American in Spanish, topical tapes,
English by Radio

Transcriptions

Topical tapes, transcriptions

French, Spanish, English by Radio
Portuguese, topical tapes, transcriptions
Topical tapes, transcriptions

Nepali, English

Transcriptions

Topical tapes, transcriptions
Transcriptions

Topical tapes, transcriptions

Latin American in Spanish, transcriptions
French, Hausa

English for Africa, topical tapes,
transcriptions, English by Radio
Topical tapes, transcriptions

Topical tapes, transcriptions
Transcriptions, English by Radio

English by Radio

Latin American in Spanish, transcriptions,
English by Radio

Latin American in Spanish, transcriptions,
English by Radio

Latin American in Spanish, transcriptions,
English by Radio

Transcriptions, English by Radio
Transcriptions

Portuguese

Transcriptions

Topical tapes, transcriptions,

English by Radio

English by Radio

Transcriptions, English by Radio
Transcriptions

French, English by Radio
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*Seychelles
*Sierra Leone
Singapore

*Solomon Islands
South Africa
South Vietnam

Spain

*Sri Lanka
St Helena Island
*St Kitts (Leeward Is.)
*St Lucia (Windward Is.)
St Vincent
*Swaziland
Sweden
*Switzerland

*Thailand
Togo
*Tonga
*Trinidad
Tristan da Cunha
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda

*United States of America

Upper Volta
*Uruguay

USSR
*Venezuela

Western Samoa
Yemen Arab Republic
Yugoslavia

Zaire

Zambia

Direct transmissions

World Service

World Service

World Service

World Service
World Service

World Service, Sinhala, Hindi

World Service, Caribbeant
World Service, Caribbeant

World Service
World Service
Thai, World Service
World Service

World Service, Caribbeant
World Service

World Service

Latin American in Spanish

Latin American in Spanish

British Forces Broadcasting Service
The stations of the British Forces Broadcasting
Service in Cyprus, Germany, Gibraltar, Malta and

Appendix V1

Recorded programmes or programmes
fed by line or cable

Topical tapes, transcriptions,

English by Radio

English for Africa, topical tapes,
transcriptions, English by Radio

Malay, topical tapes, transcriptions,
English by Radio

Transcriptions, English by Radio
Topical tapes, transcriptions

Standard Chinese, Cantonese,

English by Radio

Spanish, transcriptions,

English by Radio

Sinhala, Tamil, topical tapes, transcriptions
Transcriptions

Topical tapes, transcriptions
Transcriptions

Transcriptions

Topical tapes, transcriptions
Transcriptions

Italian, German, French, transcriptions,
English by Radio

Thai, Standard Chinese, English by Radio
French, English by Radio

Topical tapes, transcriptions

Topical tapes, transcriptions
Transcriptions

French

Turkish, transcriptions, English by Radio
English for Africa, topical tapes,
transcriptions

Overseas Regional Service, topical tapes,
transcriptions, English by Radio

French, English by Radio

Latin American in Spanish, transcriptions,
English by Radio

Transcriptions, English by Radio

Latin American in Spanish, transcriptions,
English by Radio

Topical tapes, transcriptions

English by Radio

Transcriptions, English by Radio

French, English by Radio

English for Africa, topical tapes,
transcriptions

Singapore rebroadcast directly from the World
Service every day, and these and other stations also
use BBC recorded programmes.

t The Caribbean Service was discontinued at the end of March 1974
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Programme Review 1973-74

Thisselection of programmes, broadcast during
the year covered by the BBC Annual Report,
indicates the range and diversity of the output.
It is not intended to be complete and compre-
hensive.

Television
Current affairs

Some special events

BBC-I & BBC-2

General Election

The General Election Results Programme, broadcast
almost continuously from the evening of Polling Day
until the following evening.

oM SVERCON .“"
'-': atas Lan
u y

The February Election *74 studio, Television Centre

BBC-1

Royal Wedding

The Royal Wedding Interview, with HRH Princess
Anne and Captain Mark Phillips by Alastair Burnet for
the BBC and Andrew GardnerforITV.

President Nixon, Watergate, and the Middle East
President Nixon's news conference on the Middle East
Warand Watergate, by satellite from Washington.

BBC-2

Party Conferences

Live coverage and special reports from the Conser-
vative and Labour Party Conferences, the Liberal
Party Assembly and the TUC.

Opposite: Preparing for the October 1974 election
in the ‘campaign studio’, Television Centre

Television

Programmes in series

BBC-1

Panorama

A weekly programme on major topics each Monday.
Foreign coverage included Watergate, the Middle
East War and the oil crisis, and reports from Vietnam,
South Africa and Russia. Domestic subjects included
housing, education, the disabled, life in prison, the
West Indian community in Brixton, the Channel
Tunnel and nuclear energy. During the General Elec-
tion special editions dealt with the economy, industrial
relations and the EEC.

Midweek

A late-evening programme on Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays on international and domestic sub-
jects. A production unit established in Washington
provided full coverage of Watergate in satellite relays
and discussion. The Middle East War, the energy
crisis, the miners’ dispute and the three day week were
recurring subjects of reportage and analysis. Three
successive special editions dealt with world drug
traffic and its consequences in Britain.

Nationwide

An carly-cvening domestic magazine produced five
nights a week with the co-operation cf the BBC’s
11 news centres outside London, and including regular
features such as Consumer Unit on Thursdays and
sport on Fridays. In special editions viewers in regional
studios questioned EEC Commissioner George
Thomson on the first anniversary of Britain's entry to
the Common Market and Baroness White on metri-
cation.

Talk-1n

A Friday evening series, conducted in turn by Robin
Day and David Dimbleby, in which one or more guests
were questioned. Guests included Harold Wilson
while Leader of the Opposition, Edward Heath after
the Conservative defeat, Lord Lambton on his resig-
nation, Roy Jenkins, William Whitelaw and Uri
Geller. Subjects included the party conferences, pop
hysteria, mortgage rates, the weather and, in an edition
recorded in Tel-Aviv, Israeli opinion after the Middle
East War.

‘These Young People’

A series of five programmes in which five young people
from different backgrounds discussed their attitudes
and ambitions.

Reporter at Large
An occasional series of half-hour films, including
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David Dimbleby on The Eton Connection and ball-
room dancing and Julian Pettifer reporting from
Australia.

BBC-2

The Money Programime

A weekly programme, formerly Money At Work,
covering aspects of money from shop floor to board-
room at home and abroad. Special editions dealt with
the City in comparison with foreign money centres and
with British business interests in South Africa. The
programme reported from various countries and its
subjects included gold, sterling, charities, taxation,
building societies, the coal industry, inflation, raw
materials and the three day week. Special General
Election editions dealt with inflation and prices and
with nationalisation.

Europa
The world as seen in films made by European television
organisations.

Work Is A Four Letter Word
A series of half-hour programmes recorded in Man-
chester on work-a-day themes from the factory floor.

Westminster

Peter Hill of the BBC News Parliamentary staff and
presenter of the Westminster programme talks to
Roger Stott MP (left) and Norman Fowler MP

Some individual progranumes

BBC-1

Shall We Have A King ?

A dramatisation of the drawing-up of the US Con-
stitution’ in 1787 followed by a discussion on the office
of the President today, recorded at Independence Hall,
Philadelphia.

People Of The Exodus
A documentary, on the 25th anniversary of the found-
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ing of the State of Israel, about the people who sailed
there from Europe in the s.s. Exodus.

BBC-2

Famine’73

A 90-minute programme dealing with the projected
world shortage of food.

Documentary programmes

Programmes in series
BBC-1i

—

The Family: a real life dc-)cumentary ot the
Wilkins family of Reading

The Conunanders

A further series examining how a few unusual men of
different nations rose to the challenge of high command
in the Second World War: Slim, Yamamoto and
MacArthur.

Chalfont Profiles

An occasional series of studies of international political
figures. The two profiles were of King Hussein of
Jordan and Mr Gough Whitlam, Prime Minister of
Australia.

BBC-2
One Pair of Eyes
Six more programmes of highly personal films.

The Philpott File
Three more film reports by Trevor Philpott.

Yesterday's Witness
Four films in this series explore living memory.

AllIn A Day

A third series of three films, each providing a concen-
trated picture of an event or occasion from material
shot by a number of film units working simultaneously
throughout a 24-hour period.

The Advisers
A series of six 30 minute films about people whose job
is to advise others.
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Some individual programmes

BBC-1
Tuesday’s Documentaries:

The Right of Silence
An examination of proposed changes in the criminal
law.

The Year Money Went Mad
An account, with film and eye-witness memories, of
the German inflation of 1923.

South Africa: A Touch of the British
Hugh Burnett’s sixth report from South Africa, which
investigated British influences.

Belfast Fireman
A film following a single member of the Belfast Fire
Brigade through nine days—on and off duty.

World of the 1 1th Duke
A portrait of life on the Duke of Devonshire's estate.

Race of the Powerbikes
A study in depth of the Player/Norton team and the
Formula 750ccin Manx T.T.

Last Night Another Soldier

This documentary, which subsequently won the SFTA
factual award, followed a section of the Royal Green-
jackets through their battle training in the UK and
their first 10 days of patrol duty in Belfast.

On Tour with the Osmonds
The United Kingdom tour of this hitherto inaccessible
American group.

Features
(Science, Arts and General)

Programmes in series

BBC-1

Tomorrow’s World

The ninth year of a weekly topical magazine on
science, medicine and technology.

Raymond Baxter, Tomorrow’s World, visits Peking

Television

Science Fair
The ninth of an annual series in which schoolchildren
presented their own research projects.

The Burke Special

A series of 13 programmes in which James Burke
looked at some of the things which may change our
lives.

The Energy Crunch

The Bottom of the Qil Barrel, The Nuclear Dilemma and
The Sunbeam Solution—three programmes about the
world’s dwindling supply of energy resources.

Omnibus

Marcel Marceau’s mime, 4 Christmas Carol

A weekly series of music and arts features which
included: 4 Window in the War—a biography of the
French author, Colette; That’s My Little Masterpiece
—a documentary about the annual Exhibition at the
Royal Academy in London; A Question of Feeling—a
programme which examined why abstract sculptors
work in this chosen style; Hollywood on Trial—looked
back at the ‘trial’ of Hollywood writers and directors
for ‘un-American’ activity in 1947; /s Fantastic . . .
It’s Futuristic . .. If’s Fatalistic . .. If's Science Fiction—
an analysis of the rise and popularity of science fiction.

Kenneth Harris Interviews
Six interviews with eminent Europeans, examining
Britain’s role in the new Europe.

Firing Line

Four programmes featuring Wiltliam Buckley and a
panel of journalists who questioned Michael Foot,
Malcolm Muggeridge and Hugh Scanlon about their
ideas and political beliefs.

Crosstalk
Richard Crossman and his guests discussed matters
of mutual interest and concern.

The Editors
Eleven programmes in which William Hardcastle
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chaired discussions between editors and journalists
about the issuc behind the news of the week.

Holiday ' 74
Ten weekly programmes designed to help viewers
choose their own holiday, at home or abroad.

Thar's Life
A run of weekly programmes dealing with consumer
problems in 4 serious yet entertaining way.

Patrick Moore Esther Rantzen

The Sky at Night
The 17th year of a monthly serics on astronomy, intro-
duced by Patrick Moore.

Jack the Ripper
A six-part investigation by two celebrated fictional
detectives, Barlow and Watt.

That Monduy Morning Feeling
Three programmes in which Harold Williamson talked
to a variety of people about their work.

Robbie
Fyfe Robertson on a scries of six very personal and
lighthearted quests.

Ask the Family
The seventh series of this knockout quiz.

Where in the World?
The third series of a travel quiz played by teams of
experienced travellers.

Who, What, Where ?
A general knowledge quiz in which contestants bid
against each other for the right to answer guestions.

BBC-2

Inside Medicine

A series of 13 magazine programmcs analysing aspects
of the health industry and the relationship between
doctors and patients.

The Languages of Animals
Six Christmas lectures from the Royal Institution by
David Attenborough.

Controversy
Discussion from the Royal Institution on controver-
sial pointsof view. Main speakers: Professor Christiaan
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Barnard (Heart Transplants), Dr Stanley Cohen
(Criminology), Profcssor C. B. Cox (Equality in
Education), Dr Ned Franklin (The Benefits of Nuclear
Power), Herman Kahn (Boom or Doom?) and Pro-
fessor Sir James Lighthill (Robots).

Horizon

A wecekly series ranging across the whole spectrum
of science. Subjectsincluded : back-ache, airport safety,
memory, waste-disposal, the future of railways, spas-
tic children, cable television, pain, Konrad Lorenz,
gravity, pygmies, Niels Bohr, smoking, air-crash in-
vestigation, mercury, the link between vandalism and
housing design, bicycles, fish, the Open University,
bird navigation, canals, immunology, Kula and new
developments in botany.

The Ascent of Man

A series of 13 programmes, filmed all over the world,
in which Dr Jacob Bronowski presented his personal
view of the evolution of scientific thought.

The Very Idea
Four programmecs which challenged people to think of
unusual approaches to solving problems.

The Gates of Asia
A scries of six programmes in which John Julius Nor-
wich cxamined the history and development of Turkey.

Writers and their Houses

A scries in which a writer of our own time visits the
home of an admircd writer of the past; examples were
Kingsley Amis on Kipling, Margarct Drabble on the
Brontes, Jonathan Miller on Darwin, Michael Frayn
on Sterne.

2nd House

A fortnightly series, introduced by Melvyn Bragg,
which was alternately an ‘arts magazine’ and an investi-
gation of a theme.

Themand Us

This occasional series continued during the year with
90-minute surveys of the arts in the Netherlands, ltaly
and Denmark.

Chronicle: Sir Mortimer Wheeler samples an
ancient menu
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This series on archaeology and history included: The
Ape Man that Never Was—Piltdown Man 20 years
after his exposure as a fake; For Love or Money—a
study of how industrial archacology in Europe is
handled; The Etruscans—an account of an ancient
people and their so-far untranslated language; Trial
and Error—an examination of experimental archaeo-
logy; The Chinese Tutankhamun—a programme about
the Chinese Exhibition, including film made by the
Chinese themselves; Islands out of Time—a look at
Professor Colin Renfrew’s provocative theory that
ethnographic parallels from Polynesia might be used
to throw light on the organisation of Bronze Age
Britain.

Sixofthe Best
A series on some of the more interesting of London’s
small museums.

The World About Us

New Guinea dancer

Contributions to this weekly series, mainly concerned
with the variety of human life styles overseas, included :
The Price of Paradise—compared the political and
social costs of Caribbean tourism with its financial
benefits; Mustafa—Guestworker No. 5697 16—followed
two Turkish migrant workers from their Anatolian
village to their new industrial life in Germany; The
Claiming of the Amazon—looked at the human con-
sequences of the opening up of the Amazon basin;
White Man in a Hole—explored the extraordinary
underground town of Coober Pedy which exists solely
for the mining of Australian opals; 4 Girl Named . . .
—a series which examined the lives of six girls in six
very different countries.

By Way ofa Change
Six programmes about young people trying alternative
ways of living in our modern society.

The Camera and the Song

A series of musical documentary ballads by seven of
Britain’s top film cameramen and seven leading singer-
songwriters.

Television

Look Stranger
The fourth series of 24 films looking at Britain and her
people.

Man Alive

The ninth season of a weekly film and studio pro-
gramme about people and situations which shape their
lives. Subjects included: The Cost of Innocence—an
investigation into cases where people were acquitted
in criminal cases yet were ordered to pay costs; A
Fighting Chance—a report on three coloured boys
who through talent and hard work were breaking out
of their environment; Bombay Superstar—the gigantic
Indian feature film industry and its Hollywood-style
stars; Tougher than Punishment—a report on a former
approved school which has become a therapeutic com-
munity for disturbed and violent boys; Jolly Boating
Weather—a portrait of Henley Royal Regatta; Prison
—a two-part report looking at prison and at experi-
mental alternatives; Equal before the Law—an enquiry
into the anomalies of legal aid.

Some individual programmes

BBC-1

Quite a Family

A film record of the first three years in the life of the
Letts quins and their parents.

Danger—Take Two a Day
A two-part investigation into drug safety by Chris-
topher Brasher.

The Ballad of Henry Ford
A film biography.

What'sina Face
A film about the meaning of facial expressions.

The Big Eat
A film about our changing eating habits.

The Shadow
A film about the development of a new racing car for
Graham Hill.

Great Expectations
A film about the employment prospects for graduates.

Don’t Pass 1t On
Attitudes towards and treatment for V.D., including a
‘phone-in’.

The World of Jimmy Young
A profile of the popular disc jockey.

The Dimbleby Lecture

The second of an annual series in which Sir Robert
Mark, Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis,
talked about police policy.

Tuesday's Documentary

Contributions to this series included: Someone from
the Welfare—a look at the day to day problems and
concerns of a welfare worker; The U-Boar War—the
story of this long bitter struggle, told by Ludovic Ken-
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nedy and some of the men who took part; So You
Think You're A Good Driver—CIiff Michelmore chaired
a quiz designed to test the knowledge and skill of the
average driver; Cudlipp And Be Damned—a profile of
Hugh Cudlipp; Remember, Renmember—a programme
about what needs to be done to reduce the tragic
annual toll of firework injuries; Target Tirpitz—the
story of the Tirpitz from the launching ceremony until
she was sunk; The People Talking—A Question of
Confidence—a studio discussion about the ‘relations
between politicians and the general public; 4 Question
of Public Relations—a studio discussion about rela-
tions between politicians and the media; The Last
Lighthouse—a look at the life of the men who maintain
the Bishop Rock lighthouse.

BBC-2

The Life Game

A new account—written by Nigel Calder and intro-
duced by David Attenborough—ofevolution in action.

The Energy Crisis Special

A special programme introduced by James Burke
which—at the height of the petrol shortage—surveyed
the current and future energy shortage.

Soviet Scientists—A Case for Concern ?

A special edition of Controversy in which scientists
and doctors discussed the situation of their Soviet
colleagues and considered what action they should
take.

China
Two documentaries, shot in China, presented while
the Chinese Exhibition was at the Royal Academy.

Henry Moore
A two-part portrait of the sculptor.

The Pilgrimage of Everyman

A documentary in which the art critic, Edwin Mullins,
followed the pilgrim’s route from England to Santiago
in Northern Spain.

Reg Butler, Sculptor
In this programme Reg Butler spoke of his career, and
especially of his latest work, to Jim Douglas Henry.

Giinther Grass
The distinguished German novelist was the subject
of this programme.

Cézanne
A documentary, shotin France.

Metro-Land
Sir John Betjeman's ‘celebration of suburbia’.

London Season Here I Come
A programme in which Margaret Powell, once a
kitchen maid, looked at high society.

Stalin

Robert Vas piecing together the story of one of the
most influential and controversial political figures of
this century.
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Further Education series

For Colleges of Further Education

Engineering Craft Studies

To supplement the work of students taking the new
craft studies syllabuses. Lecturer’s notes and films
available.

Twentieth Century Focus
Designed as a contribution to general studies. Accom-
panying notes available.

Economics of the Real World

Designed to give a basic understanding of the workings
of a modern western economy and to help students
develop their powers of economic analysis. Accom-
panied by a book.

For teachers and lecturers

Early Yearsat School

The second of the major multi-media courses for
teachers. Themes of interest to nursery and primary
teachers. Book and films available.

Learning in Leistire
A series of programmes designed to improve the pro-
fessionalism of the teachers of adults. Book available.

Industry and conmmerce

Manat Work

Programmes which reflect and discuss the trends, ideas
and problems of the world of work. Discussion notes
available.

Women at Work

A series which looks at the female labour market in the
past and at present and asks some questions. Dis-
cussion notes available.

On Union Business
Designed to help trade unionists improve some of
their basic skills.

Vocational training and re-training

Developments in Social Work
A series aimed to serve a wide range of people working
in the social services. Book available.

The Health Team in Action
Refresher programmes for general practitioners. Book
available.

History and contemporary affairs

Lifeinthe Nine

Some of the ways our membership of the EEC is
likely to affect our everyday lives.

Ireland

A series explaining the contemporary situation in Ire-
land through an examination of its historical back-
ground. Book available.
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Television and Society
A set of programmes which looks at the relationship
between the two.

Science

Coral World
Programmes shot in an African coral reef. Book avail-
able.

The Experimenters
Examples of how and why scientists of all kinds devise
experiments.

Bellamy’s Britain
Dr David Bellamy takes a look at the richness and
diversity of the natural scene. Book available.

The Arts

Poets on Poetry
Interviews and readings with tive contemporary poets.

The Do-1t-Yourself Animated Film Show
A practical look at the various techniques invelved in
making animated films. Book available.

Languages

Zarabanda

A beginners course in Spanish. Book and discs avail-
able.

Reportage
Second level French and German material in documen-
tary forms. Books available.

Russian Alphabet
A series of short programmes to accompany a longer
beginners course on radio.

Family interests and sports

Parents and Children
A series for parents about bringing up a family and
some of the problems which can arise. Book available.

Serendipity
A series of programmes about how to start in various
crafts. Book available.

Katy Manning presenter of Serendipity

Television

Paul Jeanroy in Bon Appetit

Bon Appetit
Some French dishes and where they come from. Book
available.

A Job Worth Doing?
A career series intended for viewing by students and
their parents. Book available.

Rockface
Rock-climbing for beginners with the accent on safety.
Book available.

Gymnast
A look at this fast flourishing sport for men and
women.

Study

Use Your Head

Some practical advice on study methods, note-taking,
better reading, memory improvement. Book avail-
able.

Drama

A Selection of individual plays

BBC-1

Play for Today

A series of plays with contemporary themes:

Three's One Penelope Mortimer

Edward G. Like the Filmstar John Harvey-Flint
Blooming Youth Leslie Blair

The Stretch Julia Jones

Making the Play Terence Brady and Charlotte Bingham
Mrs Palfrey at the Claremont Elizabeth Taylor

Her Majesty’s Pleasure James O'Connor
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Jack Point Colin Welland

The Emergency Chuannel John Bowen
Mununy and Daddy Douglas Livingstone
Private Pracrice Peter Hankin
Siutdown Tony Perrin

Baby Blues Nemone Lethbridge
Jingle Bells Arthur Hoperaft

All Good Men Trevor Grithiths

Easy Go Brian Clark

Joe's Ark Dennis Potter

Hor Far Jack Rosenthal

Headmaster John Challen

Play of the Month

A series of major plays, including adaptations of

outstanding theatre plays.

A Room witha View E. M. Foster/Pauline Macauley

The Caucasian Chalk Circle Bertolt Brecht/Eric Bentley

The Love Girl and the Innocent Alexander Solzhenitsyn

The Common Peter Nichols

The Recruiting Officer George Farquhar

Pygmalion George Bernard Shaw

The Changeling Thomas Middleton and Willlam
Rowley

The Importance of Being Earnest Oscar Wilde

The Deep Blue Sea Terence Rattigan

Ghost Story
Lost {Hearts M. R. James/Robin Chapman

Celia Johnson in Mrs, Palfrey at the Claremont

BBC-2

Single Plays

Go for Gold Roy Minton

Total Eclipse Christopher Hampton

Monologue Harold Pinter

A Thinking Man as Hero Hugh Whitemore

The Shadow of a Gunman Sean O Cusey

Alice Through the Looking Glass Lewis Carroll/ James
MacTaggart

The Lady from the Sea Henrik Ibsen

Sizwe Bansi is Dead Atho! Fugard/John Kani/Winston
Ntishona

Thirty Minuie Plays

Swamp Music Snoo Wilson

Croust Dave Humphrics

The Baby’s Name Being Kitchener Pcler Everett
Kamikaze in the Coffee Bath John Gale
About a Bour Philip Martin

Shakespeare Country Alfred Fagon

Places Where They Sing Jonathan Hales

The Girlsin Their Summer Dresses |lywin Shaw
The Musewum Aitendant Michael Abbensetts
The Johe Maggic Wadey

The Lotus Jean Rhys/Alan Secymour

Equal Terms Jill Hyem

Outside the Machine Jean Rhys/Alan Seymour
Over Edna O'Brien
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An Imaginative Woman William Trevor
The Melancholy Hussar Ken Taylor
Barbara of the House of Grebe David Mercer

Away from it All

This Quiet Half Hour Julia Joncs

The Ripening Seed Colette/Penclope Mortimer

The New Life Carey Harrison

On Sucha Night William Douglas-Home

The Safe House Ben Bassett

Such a Small Word Terence Brady and Charlotte
Bingham

The Summer House Angela Huth

A Work of Genius Evan Jones

Sporting Scenes

Six plays, cach with a sporting background:

England Their England A.G. MacDonnell/Peter Draper
No Good Unless it Hurts Andrew Davies

The Needle Match Alan Plater

When the Boys Come Out to Play Richard Harris

Up and Under Gwyn Thomas

A Drink out of the Botile Brian Glover

Bedtime Stories

A series of modern plays based on the fairy tales:
Goldilocks and the Three Bears Alan Plater

The Water Maiden Andrew Davies

The Sleeping Beauty Julian Bond

The Deep Blue Sea: Virginia McKenna and
Stephen Murray

Jane Asher as Melinda in The Recruiting Officer

Tigersare Better Looking Jean Rhys/Alan Seymour
In Memoriam Fay Weldon

The Cornet Lesson Roy Kendall

The Hlumination of Mr Shannon Don Haworth
Dummy Run Ewart Alexander

Sweetheart Maggie Ross

My Last Duchess Anne Merrill

Hurt Hawks Peter Everett

A Picture of Katherine Mansficld
Six dramatised biographical studies by Robin Chap-
man.

Black and Blue

A series of six new farces:

Secrets Michael Palin and Terry Jones

The Middle-of-the-Road Road Show for All the Family
Philip Mackie

High Kampf Hugh Leonard

Rust Julian Mitchell

Soap Opera in Stockwell Michael O‘Nedll and Jeremy
Seabrook

Glorious Miles Henry Livings

Wessex Tales

Adapted from the stories of Thomas Hardy -
The Withered Arm Rhys Adrian

Fellow Townsmen Douglas Livingstone

A Tragedy of Two Ambitions Dennis Potter
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Jack and the Beanstalk Nigel Kneale
Hansel and Gretel Louis Marks
The Snow Queen John Bowen

Serials

BBC-1

Dr Who Terry Nation, Robert Sloman, Robert
Holmes, Malcolm Hulke, Brian Hayles

Moonbase 3 Terence Dicks, John Brason, John
Lucarotti, Arden Winch, Barry Letts

Family Serials

Pollyanna Eleanor H. Porter/Joy Harrington
Hawkeye, The Pathfinder James Fenimore Cooper/
Allan Prior/Alistair Bell

John Halifax, Gentleman Mrs Craik/Jack Ronder
The Fortunes of Nigel Sir Walter Scott/Alexander
Baron

Children’s Serial
The Terracotta Horse Christopher Bond

Elizabeth Archard, Stephen Galloway, in
Pollyanna; and Sporting Scenes: The Cricket Match
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Television

The Brothers (left to right) Richard Easton,
Patrick O’Connell and Robin Chadwick
with mother, Jean Anderson

Susan Hampshire in The Pallisers

Dr Who: Elizabeth Sladen meets The Robot

Thriller Serials

The Donati Conspiracy John Gould

Murder Must Advertise Dorothy L. Sayers/Bill Craig
Weekly Serials

Z Cars Bill Barron, Allan Prior, Mike Watts, David
Ellis, P. J. Hammond, James Doran, Geoffrey Mat-
thews, Leslie Duxbury, Bill Lyons, Len Rush, John
Maynard, David Hopkins, Jack Gerson, John Clarke,
Alan Janes, Nick McCarty

Owen M.D. Brian Finch, Fay Weldon

Spy Trap N. J. Crisp, John Wiles, John Gould, Robert
Holmes, Bill Barron, P. J. Hammond, David Ellis,
Douglas Watkinson, John Foster, Ben Bassett
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The Pallisers

The Brothers N. ). Crisp, Eric Paice

Dixon of Dock Green Derek Ingrey, Gerald Kelsey,
N. J. Crisp, Ben Bassett, Robert Holmes, Luanshya
Greer, P. J. Hammond, Geoffrey Matthews, Tom
Greene, Eric Paice

BBC-2

Classic Serials

Cheri Colette/Michael Voysey

The Song of Songs Hermann Sudermann/Robert
Muller

Two Women Alberto Moravia/Ray Lawler

A Pin to See the Peepshow F. Tennyson Jesse /Elaine
Morgan

Jane Eyre Charlotte Bronte/Robin Chapman

Vienna 1900 Arthur Schnitzler/Robert Muller

The Pallisers Anthony Trollope/Simon Raven

Series

BBC-1
Menace Jeremy Burnham, Roy Clarke, Ken Hughes,
John Peacock, Leo Lehman, Ray Jenkins, Hugh
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Whitemore, James MacTaggart, Fay Weldon, Ken
Taylor

The Regiment 1an Curteis, Jack Gerson, Carey Harri-
son, Martin Worth, Robert Holmes

Warship Martin Worth, Donald Bull, Manus Hardy,
Ian Mackintosh, Robert Holmes, Mervyn Haisman,
Stuart Douglas, John Wiles, Alun Richards
Sutherland’s Law Martin Worth, Lindsay Galloway,
Anthony Coburn, Nick McCarty, David Fisher, Jack
Gerson, John Foster, John Wiles, George Byatt, Tom
Wright, Alun Richards, John Gould

Softly Softly—Task Force Elwyn Jones, Arnold
Yarrow, Robert Barr, Tony Hoare, Alan Plater, Allan
Prior, Tony Parker, Keith Dewhurst

Barlow Brian Hayles, Allan Prior, Arnold Yarrow,
lan Curteis, Elwyn Jones, Christopher Falkus, Jack
Ronder

The Onedin Line Cyril Abraham, Alun Richards,
Martin Worth, Moris Farhi, Barry Thomas, Allan
Prior, John Lucarotti, David Weir

Colditz N. J. Crisp, John Brason, Arden Winch, Troy
Kennedy Martin, Thom Keyes, David Ambrose, Ken
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Hughes, Ivan MofTat, Robert Muller
The Fall of Eagles Hugh Whitemore, John Elliot,
Elizabeth Holford

BBC-2

The Lotus Eaters Michael J. Bird/David Weir
The Dragon’s Opponent Colin Morris
The Perils of Pendragon Peter Draper

Music

Series

BBC-1i

Omnibus

Including: Ginger Baker in Africa; Bejart rchearsing
his production of Le Marteau sans Maitre; Robert
Helpmann on his work in ballet; Rudolf Nureyev
talking about his past and his future ideas for ballet;
a programme about the London Symphony Orchestra
in the Great Orchestra series; a documentary about the
Sydney Opera House; Gershwin's Porgy, a special
Christmas programme about George Gershwin and
how Porgy and Bess was conceived and written.

Promenade Concerts
Seven programmes including the Last Night.

Shoulder to Shoulder

Andre Previn's Music Night
Four programmes of popular classical music.

BBC-2
Face the Music

Master Class
One series featuring Sir Geraint Evans and one with
Yehudi Menuhin.

Music Makers
Six programmes with David Attenborough talking to
six famous performers.

Ballet from Europe
Programmes from five European countries: Czecho-
slovakia; The Netherlands; Sweden; Denmark: and

Television

Colditz: Anthony
Valentine as Major
Mohn

Gayle Hunnicutt in
Fall of Eagles

West Germany. Each programme showed a ballet
followed by a discussion between students of the
Royal College of Art and directors and choreographers
of the productions.

Profiles in Music
Programmes with international opera singers in per-
formance and in interview with Bernard Levin.

Workshop

A programme of music by Rachmaninov played by the
London Symphony Orchestra and conducted by Andre
Previn, to cclebrate the centenary of the composer’s
birth; a programme about Olivier Messiacn with the
BBC Symphony Orchestra conducted by Pierre Boulez;
Mozart and the Piano Concerto—Kenneth van Bar-
thold discussing the structure of a concerto movement.

Great Orchestras
The State Academic Symphony Orchestra of the
USSR.

Beethoven Piano Concertos

Performances of the five concertos by Vladimir
Ashkenazy and the London Philharmonic Orchestra
conducted by Bernard Haitink.

Music from Great Houses

The Acolian String Quartet from Sudbury Hall; The
Early Music Consort of London from Montacute
House.

Rudolf Nureyev

Vivian Martin in
Gershwin's Porgy

A —
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Paul Tortelier in Master Class

Individual programmies
BBC-1

Gala Performance

Two programmes.

The Red Carpet
A documentary of the London Philharmonic Orches-
tra’s visit to China.

Opera
The Mikado: a new studio production with the New
Philharmonia Orchestra conducted by David Lloyd-
Jones.

BBC-2
A documentary about The King's Singers.

A tribute to the Amadeus Quartet on their 25th
anniversary.

The New Philharmonia Orchestra conducted by Walter
Weller in a performance of Rachmaninov’s Ist
Symphony.

Leonard Bernstein’s Massrecorded in Vienna.

Isaac Stern and Eugene Istomin playing Beethoven
and Brahms.

The Most Magnificent and Expensive Diversion: a de-
scription of the early days of opera, including a scenc
from L'Egisto by Cavalli.

A documentary on thelife of Poulenc.

A German film of von Karajan conducting the Berlin
Philharmonic Orchestra playing Beethoven’s Ist and
4th Symphonies.

Britten’s Birthday: a tribute to mark his 60th birthday.

The Return of Maria Callas: Royal Festival Hall
recital given by Maria Callas and Giuseppe di Stefano.
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How to Succeed in Chopin by Really Trying: John
Lill discussing with Robin Ray the difficulties of
playing Chopin’s Etudes.

Opera

A relay of War and Peace the opera chosen ta open the
new Sydney Opera House, conducted by Edward
Downes.

La Traviata, a new studio production with the New
Philharmonia Orchestra conducted by Alexander
Gibson.

Repeat performances of last year’s studio productions
of The Gondoliers and Falstaff.

Concerts

Royal Festival Hall: the Chung sisters in Brahms
Double Concerto for violin, cello and orchestra with
the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by
Rudolf Kempe; a Gala Concert to celebrate the 75th
anniversary of the Gramophone Company with the
London Symphony Orchestra conducted by Andre
Previn and Sir Adrian Boult, and a Carol Concert
given in honour of Sir Robert Mayer with the Academy
of the BBC Orchestra conducted by Edward Heath.
The New Year’s Day concert from Vienna conducted
by Willi Boskovski; The Royal Liverpool Philharmonic
Orchestra conducted by Sir Charles Groves with
Yehudi Menuhin playing Bruch’s Ist Violin Concerto
from the Philharmonic Hall, Liverpool.

Recitals
Including Murray Perahia; Vladimir Ashkenazy and
Martha Argerich.

Elizabeth Harwood and John Brecknock in
La Traviata
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David Coleman at Wembley
Outside Broadcasts

1973

April

BBC-1 The Boat Race; BBC-2 International Golf: US
Masters Tournament; BBC-1 Badminton Horse Trials;
BBC-1 Gymnastics: Champions All; BBC-1 Come
Dancing Final; BBC-2 Up Country Festival.

May

BBC-1 Boxing: ABA Finals; BBC-1 Soccer: FA Cup
Final; BBC-1 Rugby League: Cup Final; BBC-i
Soccer: Home Internationals; BBC-1 Rugby League:
Championship Final; BBC-1 International Air Fair:
Biggin Hill; BBC-2 Chelsea Flower Show; BBC-2
Motor Racing: Indianapolis 500; BBC-1 Soccer:
European Cup Final.

June

BBC-1 Trooping the Colour; BBC-1 Motor Racing:
Monaco Grand Prix; BBC-1 The Derby; BBC-1 and 2
Cricket: Ist Test Match v New Zealand; BBC-1 Top
of the Form Final; BBC-1 Racing: Royal Ascot;
BBC-1and 2 Wimbledon Lawn Tennis.

July

BBC-1 H.M. Queen’s visit to Canada; BBC-1 and 2
Golf: British Open Championship, Troon; BBC-2
Voices of Sport; BBC-1 Motor Racing: British Grand

£ ! ". .'.-._——li—-
—— |
Ve sl m e s, Tz < ¢

- .-

Prix; BBC-1 Athletics: AAA Championships; BBC-1
Royal Tournament; BBC-1 Royal International Horse
Show; BBC-1 Racing: Glorious Goodwood.

August

BBC-1 World Junior Rowing Championships; BBC-1
Transworld Top Team; BBC-1 Animal Scene; BBC-1
Miss UK ; BBC-1 Yachting: 4 Fight 1o the Fastnet.

September

BBC-1 and 2 Cricket: Gillette Cup Final; BBC-1
Burghley Horse Trials, BBC-1 Athletics: European
Cup Final; BBC-1 and 2 Golf: Player Classic from
Turnberry; BBC-2 War and Peace from Sydney Opera
House.

October

BBC-! Racing: Prix de I’Arc de Triomphe; BBC-I
Horse of the Year Show; BBC-2 Motor Show from
Earl’s Court; BBC-1 International Gymnastics from
Empire Pool, Wembley; BBC-2 George Hamilton IV
and Other Folk.

November

BBC-2 Heritage; BBC-2 Firework Fiesta; BBC-1 Lord
Mayor’s Show; BBC-1 Festival of Remembrance;
BBC-1 Cenotaph Service; BBC-1 and 2 Royal Wed-
ding; BBC-2 R.A.C, Rally—Wiheelbase, BBC-1 Miss
World; BBC-2 Colour My Soul.
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December

BBC-1 Rugby Union: Varsity Match; BBC-1 Sports
Review of 1973; BBC-2 Floodlit Rubgy League Final;
BBC-1 Srocking Full of Stars; BBC-1 Smart’s Christ-
mas Circus; BBC-1 Mastermind Final; BBC-1 Sporting
Superstars; BBC-1 Top of the Year.

1974

January

BBC-2 The Boat Show; BBC-1 Cinderella on Ice;
BBC-1 Soccer: World Cup Draw; BBC-1 Conmon-
wealth Games; BBC-1 Boxing: Ali v Frazier; BBC-1
Ice Skating: European Championships from Zagreb.

February

BBC-1 International Rugby Union: Scotland v
England, Murrayfield; BBC-1 Crufts Dog Show from
Olympia; BBC-2 The Great Match.

March

BBC-1 Ice Skating: World Championships from
Munich; BBC-1 Miss England: BBC-1 Cheltenham
National Hunt Festival; BBC-1 International Rugby
Union: England v Wales from Twickenham; BBC-1
The Grand National.

Light Entertainment

BBC-1

Likely Lads Casanova’73

The Big Funnies Jack Hawkins Tribute
Eric Sykes Disney Special

Oh Father! Last of the Summer Wine

Michael Crawford in Some Mothers Do ‘Ave’Em
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Two faces of Michael Bates: Last (.)fthe Summer
Wine and It Ain’t Half Hot, Mum

Mike Yarwood ; Ronnie Barker in Seven of One

o=

Dad’s Army

Some Mothers Do’ Ave
*Em

Steptoe Christmas
Special

Liver Birds

Till Death Us Do Part

It Ain’t Half Hot Mum

Marty

Comedy Playhouse

The Sound of Petula

Dick Emery Show

Clunk Click

Mike Yarwood

Bruce Forsyth and the
Generation Game

Ir's Lulu

Parkinson

Harry Secombe

BBC-2

They Sold a Million

John Denver Show

Jack Jones

Call My Blufl’

An Evening with Francis
Howerd

Two Ronnies

Young Generation Big
Top

www americanradiohistorv com

Cilla Black

Shari Lewis

Basil Brush

Top of the Pops

Crackerjack

Black and White Minstrel
Show

Eurovision Song Contest

Royal Gala Performance

Ken Dodd (Christmas)

Christmas Pantomime

Morecambe & Wise
Christmas Show

Two Ronnies Christmas
Show

Ten Years of Top of the
Pops

Shirley Bassey at the
Royal Albert Hall

In Concert:
The Eagles,
Steeleye Span,
Martin Mull,
John Williams,
America,
Al Green,
Joni Mitchell,
Ritchie Havens
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What's My Line Neil Sedaka

Diana Ross Don McLean

Mantovani Dawn

Vera Lynn The Carpenters

Dave Allen Seven of One

An Evening with Glen Ooh La La!
Campbell Milligan in Spring

The Goodies
Milligan in Summer

Jose Feliciano
An Evening with Nancy

Wilson Monty Python
Anne Murray at the Talk  Grubstreet

of the Town The Goodies and the
The Golden Seaswallow Beanstalk

of Knokke Just a Nimmo !

Children’s Programmes
BBC-1

Regular series

Jackanory
A daily (Monday to Friday) story-telling programme
for younger children.

Blue Peter
A twice-weekly general information programme for
5-12 year olds.

Vision On
A magazine of visual entertainment and ideas for
making and painting.

Eurovision Song Contest 1974 Olivia Newton-John
with viewers’ letters

Television

The Generation Game: Bruce Forsyth and Anthea
Redfern

Animal Magic
A magazine about animals.

Search
A weekly series in which children discuss serious
contemporary issues.

Screen Test
A film quiz.

John Craven's Newsround
A twice-weekly news bulletin made in co-operation
with Television News.

The Record Breakers
An informative light entertainment programme cover-
ing all kinds of record-breaking attempts.

Val Meets the VIPs
Children put questions to celebrities.

Blue Peter Special Assignments
Five documentary films with Valerie Singleton in
Venice, Brussels, Madrid, Dublin and York.

Right Charlie
A light entertainment series with Charlie Cairoli and
Company.

Cabbages and Kings
Comedy series.

Crackerjack
A lightentertainment series.

New series

We Are The Champions
An inter-schools’ sports knockout competition.

Roy Castle Beats Time
Music series.

Why Don’t You?
A diversion made by children for the summer holidays.
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Morecambe and Wise with Anita Tibbles;
Whatever Happened to the Likely Lads ?
Rodney Bewes and James Bolam; Dad’s Army
On the opposite page, The Black and White
Minstrel Show, the panel of What’s My Line,
and Alan Price /n Concert
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The World of Samuel Tweet
Comedy series with Freddy Davies.

Brainchild
Quiz with John Craven.

Bonny!
Situation comedy series with Una McLean.

Hope & Keen
Lightentertainment series.

Stump the Scientist
A science quiz with James Burke.

Children of Destiny
A series about famous children in history.

Drama

Carrie’s War
Nina Bawden/Marilyn Fox

Tom’s Midnight Garden
Philippa Pearce/John Tully

The Changes
Peter Dickinson/Anna Home

Lizzie Dripping
Helen Cresswell

Jackanory Playhouse
Specially commissioned half hour plays for children.
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The Terracotta Horse
Christopher Bond (made by Drama Serials Depart-
ment).

Jackanory Playhouse: Joseph O’Connor as King
Angus

Films

The Seven Little Australians
Australian drama serial.

Foreign Films
Including The Red Balloon, The Goddess of the Milky
Way, The Lone Wolf, The Boy and the Horse, etc.

American Cartoons
Scooby Doo,Jeannie, Lassie, Yogi's Gang.

Programmes for young children
New series

Roobarb
Cartoon animation by Bob Godfrey.

Captain Pugwash
Cut-out animation by John Ryan.

Barbapapa
Cartoon animation.

Bagpuss
For Watch with Mother—a puppet series by Oliver
Postgate.

Ragtime
For Watch with Mother—a studio presentation fea-
turing puppets and music.
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Regular series

Magic Roundabout
Puppet series from France.

Hector’s House
Puppet series from France.

The Clangers
Puppet series by Oliver Postgate.

The Mole
Animated cartoon from Czechoslovakia.

Sir Prancelot
Cut-out animated series by John Ryan.

Crystal Tipps and Alistair
Cartoon series designed by BBC Graphics Staft.

The Wombles
Puppet series.

Slip & Slap, Peter, Dorothy, Boris the Bold, etc.
Animated series from Czechoslovakia and Poland.

School holidays

During-the mornings of the school holidays, favourite
series like Banana Splits, Tom Sawyer, Tin Tin,
Champion the Wonder Horse, were repeated, together
with puppet programmes for young children and docu-
mentaries.

BBC-2

Play School
A weekday programme for children under five. (Re-
peats on BBC-1).

The Wombles: Great Uncle Bulgaria
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Play Away
A Saturday entertainment for young children.

Smike

A pop musical freely based on Nicholas Nickleby.
Starring Beryl Reid. Andrew Keir, Leonard Whiting
and boys of Kingston Grammar School. Music by
Roger Holman and Simon May.

Network Radio

The Reith Lectures 1973: Change Without War, by
Alastair Buchan, Professor of International Refations
Oxford University.

Radio 4 programmes and series

Regular series

Analysis
A weekly 45-minute current affairs programme dealing
with the major national and international issues.

Kaleidoscope
A nightly half-hour magazine of the arts and science.

Occasional series

This Island Now
Five programmes reporting on and assessing environ-
mental problems.

Where Are You Taking Us?
A series of programmes examining new scientific
developments.

Dial a Scientist
A ’phone-in programme for young listeners.

Politicsin the 70s
A series of six discussions reflecting on the politics of
Britain during the decade.

Individual programmes

All Saints Day 1914
A reconstruction of the Battle of Coronel.

Solzhenitsyn
A portrait, with Paul Scofield as Solzhenitsyn.

My Own Right Hand Shall Do [t
A documentary based on Sir Walter Scott's journal
with Sir Alec Guinness as the author.

Poetry Prom
Sir John Betjeman presenting a programme of verse
with an invited audience.

Cancer

An hour-long documentary on the current state of
scientific knowledge of the disease and its treatment;
followed by an hour-long ’phonec-in programme in
which listeners questioned a panel of eminent medical
authorities.

Network Radio

=

Professor Alastair Buchan who gave the 1973
Reith Lectures

n ke

Radio 3 programmes and series

Regular series

Critics Forum
A weekly discussion with four established critics.

Scientifically Speaking
A fortnightly assessment of developments in science.

Personal View

A fortnightly talk arising from the events of the pre-
ceding fortnight, broadcast live by a distinguished
speaker.

Poetry Now
New poetry, read by the pocts themselves.

Words
A weekly short talk about the raw material of com-
munication.

Occasional series

China

A 13-part survey of Chinese civilization by outstanding
sinologists.

Communicators
A series of discussions and documentaries which
examine the role and problems of the mass media.

Individual programimes

German Weekend

Two days of broadcasts reflecting various aspects of
German culture.

Womenon3
A day devoted to a variety of programmes about
women'’s achievements and rolesin society.

Edmund Wilson
A documentary on the American man of letters.

Planning Adrift
Two documentaries tracing the development of town
and country planning and examining its current state.
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Sue MacGregor, presenter of Woman'’s Hour

Current affairs and magazine programmes

Newsbeat

In September a twice daily news and current affairs
programme, aimed primarily at young people, was
started on Radio 1, offering news and analysis to an
audience which does not choose to tune to the Radio
4 current affairs sequences.

Tuesday Calland Friday Call

Two new morning telephone programmes as part of the
new daytime schedules for Radio 4. Twesday Call,
produced by the Woman’s Hour Unit, concentrates on
programmes of advice and information while Friday
Call alternates People to People discussions of current
issues, and ’phone-in sessions to well-known per-
sonalities.

Checkpoint

An investigative programme which has regularly made
news with its reports. Produced in co-operation with
the Consumers Association.

Woman’s Hour| Morning Story
Both these programmes moved successfully to Radio 4
as part of the major rescheduling of daytime listening.

Daily news related programmes

Today

The early morning current affairs sequence has con-
tinued to offer good-humoured presentation of the
news and public information. For the third conse-
cutive ycar Today has been awarded the title Pro-
granmme of the Year by the Radio Industries Club.
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The World at One
PM Reports
The World This Weekend

The Financial World Tonight
Late night news for listeners with an informed interest
in domestic and international business.

Special Current Affairs Unit

The General Election

Election Call

Thirteen 55 minute tclephone programmes in which
leading politicians of the three main Parties answered
listeners’ calls live on all aspects of the Campaign.
Spcakers included Edward Heath M.P., James Calla-
ghan M.P. and David Steel M.P.

Election Special’74

More than 10 hours of continuous live coverage of the
Election results—with outside broadcasts all over
Britain—a co-production involving Radio News, Cur-
rent Affairs, Outside Broadcasts, BBC Local Radio and
the National and English Regions.

John Timpson and Robert Robinson, presenting
Today

Further Education

Languages

Oclen Priyatno
The first part of a two-year course for beginners in
Russian. Books and records available.

Puntidi Vista
A second level ltalian course, based on interviews
recorded in ltaly. Book and records available.

Family and community

Living Decisions in Family and Community
An adult learning project on thinking and decision-
making in action. Supported by two-part course book.
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The Bonus Years
The particular needs and opportunities available to the
retired and the elderly.

Borrowing and Lending
Reviewing the sources of credit and investment oppor-
tunities available to the individual.

Conununication skills

Working with Words
Practical advice and guidance for would-be authors
on writing skills and outlets for their work.

Speak for Yourself

Ilustrations of some of the difficulties experienced
by young people in communicating with each other
and their elders.

Contemporary affairs

Power to the People

Case-studies in community action illustrating how
local groups have fared in bringing about change in
their local community.

Voluntary Action
Suggestions on how to organise community action
groups and their role within the political system.

Working the System
Case studies of the ways particular interest groups have
influenced political decisions on national issues.

The Impact of Coal

The economic, industrial, domestic and political im-
pact, of the extraction and exploitation of coal, on
British society.

Leisure

A Stranger Abroad

Introduction to three countries—Greece, Portugal and
Yugoslavia—popular among British holiday-makers,
where English is not widely known.

Network Radio

Past and present

Eminently Victorian

Insights into the moods and attitudes of Britain in the
Victorian era. Publication on some of the artists of the
age available.

Latin America

An introduction to the problems and potential of
Latin America—its history and its development. Illus-
trated book available.

For teachers

Early Years at School

An in-service education project for those professionally
concerned with the care of young children. Book
available.

Music and the Arts

Personality and the Portrait

Contemplations on themes and variations in the
artistic and social history of portraiture. Book avail-
able.

The English Novel Abroad
Examinations of the works of authors who, although
itis not their native language, are writing in English.

The Art of the Film
Discussions by prominent artists.

Musicin the Theatre
Surveying the uses of music in theatrical production
from medieval times to the present day.

Big Band Music
Illustrations of the development of orchestrated jazz
—its exponents and their techniques.

Connections in Music
A series showing how music of the past has freshly
influenced later composers.

Music

Premieres and commissions

Forty-six works by British composers received their
world premieres during the last year and of these,
eight were commissioned by the BBC and one by BBC
Wales in conjunction with the Welsh Arts Council.
Four BBC Commissions were performed at the 1973
Proms—Lennox Berkeley’s Sinfonia Concertante for
oboe and chamber orchestra (to celebrate the com-
poser’s 70th birthday). The Hidden Landscape by
Nicola Lefanu, Thea Musgrave’s Viola Concerto and,
at a Round House Prom, Ploermel by Priaulx Rainier.
During the spring season at the Round House three
more commissions were performed—Song Cycle to
poems of Neruda by Hugh Wood, Song of an Average
City by Tim Souster, and Bernard Rands’ 4um for
harp and ensemble.

First broadcasts of British works
A further 42 works received their first broadcast per-
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formance, among them Benjamin Britten’s opera
Death in Venice and Gordon Crosse's The Story of
Vasco, the Second Piano Concerto and Pastoral Sym-
phony of Wilfred Josephs, Wildtrack Il by Bernard
Rands and Memories by Roger Smalley.

Festivals

Most of the major music festivals in this country and
in Europe were reflected in Radio 3 programmes—
including Aldeburgh, Bath, Brighton, the Cardiff
Festival of 20th Century Music, Cheltenham, Edin-
burgh, English Bach, Harrogate, Haslemere, the St
Albans International Organ Festival, Three Choirs,
Salzburg, and Bayreuth.

Series

The weekly live chamber music concerts from St Johns,
Smith Square, continued most successfully. Other live
tunchtime concerts have featured artists of the younger
generation from the Concert Hall, Broadcasting House,
and Presented Recitals in which distinguished musi-
cians discussed and in some cases also performed,
music for which they have a special affection. The
Orpheus Britannicus series of music by British com-
posers, Concert Club—reflecting the activities of clubs
throughout the country, Invitation Concerts (con-
temporary chamber and orchestral music) Celebrity
Concerts from Pebble Mill, Birmingham and Music
in our Time have also continued to thrive.

There was an extensive series of the solo piano works
of Chopin performed by Vlado Perlemuter, and
another of the piano works of Schubert played by
Alfred Brendel. Hans Keller devised a series reflecting
the evolution of the Symphony, and a series designed
to explain the various approaches to electronic music
was broadcast under the title End or Beginning.

All the symphonies of Robert Simpson were broad-
cast and a long-term proiect to perform all the sym-
phonies of Havergal Brian was initiated.

Competitions

During the past year, programmes produced by Music
Programmes producers have won prizes in inter-

The BBC Chorus under the direction of John Poole
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Last night of the Proms: Sir Charles Groves
and Michael Roll

national competitions. Michael Hall won the Prix
Musical de Radio Brno with The Dance of Albion and
Elaine Padmore won the Pro Musica prize offered by
Hungarian Radio for a programme about Vaughan
Williams and his music called Summertime on Bredon.

Promenade Concerts

Promenade Concerts

Of the 56 Promenade Concerts in the last year, the
BBC Symphony Orchestra took partin 22.

Four works were commissioned from British com-
posers and received their premieres, and the Amster-
dam Concertgebouw Orchestra were among the many
distinguished visitors.

BBC Symphony Orchestra

During their winter season the orchestra gave 12 con-
certs at the Royal Festival Hall, five at Smith Square
and four at the Round House. Three pieces were com-
missioned from British composers and received their
premieres.

The orchestra gave several concerts in the provinces,
two in Paris, and in May toured Austria, Germany and
Switzerland, giving 14 concerts in 17 days.

Selected gramophone record programmes

Complete operas

Palestrina Pfitzner

The Merry Widow Lehar

Les Dialogues des
Carmelites Poulenc

Lohengrin Wagner

The Maid of Orleans
Tchaikovsky

Louise Charpentier

Historic performances

Schumann—Piano Quartet with Ossip Gabrilowitsch
and the Flonzaley Quartet.

Hindemith—String Trio No. 2 with the composer
(viola)

Rachmaninov—Symphony No 3. conducted by the
composer

French songs—Claire Croiza (soprano)
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Beethoven—Symphony No. 5 conducted by Richard
Strauss

Other works

Vecchi L' Amfiparnaso

Russian Orthodox Requiem
Crussell Clarinet Concerto

Litolff Concerto Symphonique No. 4

Series

Man|Woman of Action
Record Review

Pied Piper

The Young ldea

Organ Gallery

Sounds Interesting
Music Weekly

Off the Record

My Kind of Music
Desert Island Discs
These You Have Loved
Ragtime

Improvisation

The Art of the Arranger

Single programmes

The Tender Tyrant (Nadia Boulanger)

Ivor Novello at Drury Lane

Casanova and Music

My Country’tis of Thee (National Anthems)

Drama
Radio 4
The Monday Play

Plays for Four Seasons

The Lady’s Not for Burning
A Yardof Sun

Venus Observed

The Dark is Light Enough
The Fox in the Atiic Richard Hughes, adapted by
Frederick Bradnum

You Never Can Tell George Bernard Shaw

Scenes from Provincial Life William Cooper

The Seagull Anton Chekhov, translated by David
Magarshack

The Taming of the Shrew William Shakespeare

King John William Shakespeare

The Bridge of San Luis Rev Thornton Wilder

Stagford Jiri Hochman, translated and adapted by
Vera Blackwell

Rooms Tom Mallin

Anatol Arthur Schnitzler

Much Ado About Nothing William Shakespeare adap-
ted by John Powell

This Sporting Life David Storey

Aaron Thy Brother Conor Farrington

Christopher Fry

A Century of Modern Theatre

M ichael and his Lost Angel Henry Arthur Jones

The Gay Lord Quex A. W. Pinero

Darnaged Goods Eugene Brieux, translated by John
Pollock

The Admirable Crichton). M., Barrie

The Lower Depths Maxim Gorky

The Lonely Road Arthur Schnitzler, translated by

Network Radio

Ronald Adam

John Bull’s Other Island George Bernard Shaw

The Voysey Inheritance Harley Granville-Barker
adapted by Keri Lewis

The Playboy of the Western World ). M. Synge

The Silver Box John Galsworthy

Saturday Night Theatre

Cromwell’s Major General William Smethurst

Toad of Toad Hall A. A. Milne from the book by
Kenneth Grahame

The Fall of the Sparrow Nigel Balchin, adapted by
Anthony Kearey

The Prisoner of Zenda Anthony Hope, adapted by
Eric Maschwitz

Rupert of Hentzau Anthony Hope, adapted by Cynthia
Pugh

The Ringer Edgar Wallace

The Ministry of Fear Grahame Greene, adapted by
Geoffrey M. Matthews

The Fallow Land H. E. Bates, adapted by David
Godfrey

The Minister Maurice Edelman, adapted by David
Geary

Forty Years On Alan Bennett

The Rise and Fall of Liberty Wilkes Balfour Barwise
and Neville Coghill

Stringer’s Last Stand Stan Barstow and Alfred Bradley
The Doubting Thomases Mike Stott

Henrietta Who? Catherine Aird, adapted by Alison
Plowden

A Boston Story Henry James, adapted by Ronald Gow
Death of My Aunt C. H. B. Kitchin, adapted by Francis
King

Riceyman Steps Arnold Bennett, adapted by James
Duckett

The House on the Strand Daphne du Maurier, adapted
by Philip Leaver

M’sieur From Armenteers A. R, Rawlinson

Mrs Palfrey at the Claremont Elizabeth Taylor adapted
by James Duckett

Goodbye for Ever Malcolm Stewart

The Secretary Bird William Douglas-Home

The Pursuit of Love Nancy Mitford, adapted by
Alan Melville

The Liars Henry Arthur Jones

The Weak SpotJohn Lawson

The Sandpiper Martin Ransohoff, adapted by David
Godfrey

Midweek Theatre

Mvrs Bathurst Rudyard Kipling, adapted by A. R.
Rawlinson

St Peter’s Umbrella K. Mikszath, translated by Tony
Vivis

A Present from an Admirer Keith Miles

Uncle Charles (in 3 parts) Nigel Balchin, adapted by
Anthony Kearey

Dayspring isat Hand W. G . Stanton

Ring for Dearh Bernard Picton

The Locksley Marriage Prize John Ashe
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Saturday Night Theatre: Richard Briers and
Hannah Gordon in Abelard and Héloise

Eagle and Spider Francis Gallagher
Cleft Stick R. D. Wingfield

Long Time Ago Charles Dennis

The Night of the Cobra Peter Ferguson
Too Long at the Fair John Hyatt

The Fells of Yewdale John Tarrant

Marriagea la Feydeau

One Month Early Feydeau,
Better Late translated
Take Your Medicine Like a Man by Peter
Don't Walk Around with Nothing On Meyer

Serials

Portrait of a Lady Henry James, adapted by Frank
Hauser and Donald McWhinnie

The Barchester Chronicles Anthony Trollope, adapted
by Constance Cox and Peter Russell

The Sun is my Undoing Marguerite Steen, adapted by
Brian Gear

David Copperfield Charles Dickens, adapted by Charles
Lefeaux

Afternoon Theatre

Fallen Angels Noel Coward

The Iron Staircase Simenon, adapted by Philip Leaver
Moriarty G. W. Target

Junctions Mike Cooper
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Conditional People Malcolm Ross-MacDonald

The Queen’s Pawn Gambir Ken Methold

Praying Mantis Derek Hoddinott

Nor Like Home Christine Furnival

Blood Lines John Kirkmorris

Sam’s Wedding Peter Tinniswood

The Widowing of Mrs Holroyd D. H. Lawrence

Gaffer David Stewart

Bury Him Among Kings (in 3 episodes) Elleston
Trevor, adapted by John Richmond

Out of the Rain Gerry Jones

At Your Service Carl Amery, transiated by Michael
Bullock

There's Love and There’s Love Alex Barber

The Half Crown Donkeys Alan Schofield, adapted by
Clifford lves

A Place Like Home M. P. Newman

Jess Elizabeth Morgan

Stanislaus and the Witch Lee Torrance
At the Going Down Anthony Crouch
Visiting Time Dominic le Poer Power
Driving Force A. C. Thomas

Musical Chairs Ronald Mackenzie,
Godfrey Kenton

Private Grief Marion Campbell
Generation of Vipers (in 3 episodes) Balzac, adapted by
Joan O’Connor

CarolSheila Hodgson

adapted by

Elaine Stritch and Ray McAnally in Who’s Afraid
Of Virginia Woolf ?
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Arrangements T. D. Webster

The Changing Wind Margaret Harris

Murder is my Subject Philip Levence

A Question of Guilt Philip Levene

The Thirteen Clocks James Thurber, adapted by Peter
Fieldson

AnOld New Year David Pownall

Who Nezds Money K. Allen Saddler

Return Ficket Geoffrey Hays

Trip to my Sister Ruth Brian Lee

The Short Sighted Optimist Hugh Stcadman Williams
The Tree David Spenser

The Infan: Paul Ableman

The Shoot Mervyn Haisman

Two's A Crowd Tony Holland

The Healing Arts John Kirkmorris

The Birds Fall Down (in 3 episodes) Rebecca West,
adapted by Joan O’Connor

Dramatised features

Great Modern Spy Srories

The Atomic Spies Keith Darvill

Richard Sorge Mike Stott

The Red Orcliestra Eric Twinane

Burgess, Macl.ean and Philby Rene Cutforth

The Spelibinders
Aimee Semple MacPherson Keith Darvill
Goebbels Roger Manvell

Network Radio

Rita Tushingham as Bernadette in Mis.ress of Novices, Saturday Night Theatre

Lloyd George Will Allan
James Dean Alexander Walker
Eva Peron Gillian Freeman
Malcolm X Barry Reckford

More Things in Heaven and Earth

The Borley Recrory Case Vincent Brome

Gerard Croiser Eric Twinane

Miracle at Fatima Charlotte and Denis Plimmer

Daniel Home Michell Raper

The Myers Case Vincent Brome

Dear and Honoured Lady

A series in 13 episodes about the life of Queen Victoria
-Nesta Pain, Jasper Ridley, Thea Holme, Denis

Constanduros, Will Allan, Hallam Tennyson, Donald

Thomasand John Chandos.

The Derectives

The Trial of the Detectives Donald Thomas
Dead Giveaway Jean McConnell

The Siege of Sidney Street Archie Hill

The Greenwood Case Donald Thomas

The Browne and Kennedy Case Donald Thomas

Radio 3

Classics

The Dark Tower Louis MacNeice
The Tempest William Shakespeare
Mithridates Jean Racine
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Martin Jarvis in two roles:
Just William and Goodbye Mr Chips, on Radio 4

Titus Andronicus William Shakespeare

Comus John Milton

Eastward Ho!Jonson, Marston, Chapman, Barnes

The Power of Darkness Leo Tolstoy

Hassan James Elroy Flecker

On the Road Anton Chekhov, adapted by Basil Ash-
more

Erik X1V August Strindberg

Henry 1V parts I and 2 William Shakespeare

Three Sisters Anton Chekhov

Contemporary British plays

Rudkin’s Dream Don Taylor

Words Gabriel Josipovici

A Perfect Relationship William Trevor

Inthe Country of the Skin Peter Redgrove

Hans Kohlhaas James Saunders

At the Gare Jonathan Raban

Consider the Lilies Susan Hill

Perfect Happiness Caryl Churchill

The Mystery Bill Naughton

Norto Disturb Muriel Spark

Damage Rosalind Belben

Random Moments ina May Garden James Saunders
Barcroft, Todd and Spaghetti Brian Clear
Wandering in Eden John Fletcher

The Slow Stain Alan Plater

The Latter Days of Lucy Trenchard David Cregan

Contemporary foreign plays

East-West Andrei Amalrik, translated by Daniel
Weissbort

Flight Mikhail Bulgahov, translated by Michael
Glenny

African Theatre

Srarion Streer Khalid Almubarek Mustafa

Make Like Slaves Richard Rive

Sweet Scum of Freedomn Jagjit Singh

Double Arrack C. C. Umeh

She Would Tell Him on the Island Francoise Xenakis,
translated by Barbara Wright
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Audun and the Polar Bear Paavo Haavikko

The Car Game Istvan Orkeny

I Have a Beautiful Collection of Knives Tymotensz
Karpowicz, translated by Nicholas Bethell

Madma