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Foreword

Sir Michael Swann
Chairman of the BBC

The BBC, like the rest of the country, has had
to economise throughout the last year. Some of
this will have been evident to our viewers and
listeners — a reduction in the hours of broad-
casting and a slowing down of our regional
development. But most of the economies have
been achieved behind the scenes and out of
sight. Despite the lack of money we have fought
to maintain the quality of our programmes by
determined efforts to increase our efficiency —
efforts to which everyone in the Corporation
has contributed.

Next year is not likely to be any easier for us
than 1976. Though we have kept going on
licence fees that have risen by less than almost
anything else, we cannot survive much longer
without an increase.

The report of the Annan Committee will also
be published quite soon, and its conclusions are
bound to weigh heavily with the Government
in deciding on the BBC’s future. It is never a
comfortable business being publicly scrutinised.
Nevertheless, it is a measure of the significance
society attaches to broadcasting and the broad-
casters, and a necessary part of what is nowa-
dayscalled accountability. No doubt the Report
will pronounce on our weaknesses. But it must
surely also endorse our strengths, which I be-
lieve are many. And if I am not much mistaken,
the latter will outweigh the former, in the eyes
of most people. I believe therefore that we can
look ahead with confidence.
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Part one

Annual Report & Accounts

of the British Broadcasting Corporation
for the year 1975-76

as submitted to the Secretary of State for
the Home Department in accordance with
Article 18 of the BBC’s Royal Charter
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The Board of Governors
Membership as at 31 March 1976  Appointed

Sir Michael Swann, ¥rs Chairman 1.1.73
The Hon. Mark Bonham Carter
Vice-Chairman 26.6.75
Lady Avonside, OBE

National Governor for Scotland 1.5.71
Dr Glyn Tegai Hughes

National Governor for Wales 1.11.71
Bill O’Hara, Esq.

National Governor for Northern 25.10.73
Ireland

Lord Allan of Kilmahew,

DSO, OBE, RD 1.7.71
Roy Fuller, Esq., CBE 1.1.72
Tony Morgan, Esq. 1.1.72
George Howard, Esq., DL 15.2.72
Lord Feather 25.5.73
Lord Greenhill of Harrow,

GCMG, OBE 8.11.73
Mrs Stella Clarke 1.2.74
Note:

Lord Feather died on 28 July 1976

Lady Avonside retired on 30 April 1976
Professor Alan Thompson was appointed to be
National Governor for Scotland on 1 May 1976

Lord Allan retired on 30 June 1976

Mr. Philip Chappell was appointed to be a
Governor on 24 July 1976
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Introductory

We must begin with inflation. It menaces not
merely any development of the BBC’s services,
of which the extension of uhf transmitter
coverage is a prime example, but it will force
further reductions in the output of pro-
grammes. It has already forced us to alter the
financial strategy adopted after the licence-
fee settlement in early 1975. At that time,
after making certain cuts, it seemed that we
could reach the end of March 1977 with a
deficit no greater than the limit of the tem-
porary borrowing powers provided in the
Charter, that is, £10 million. All the savings
targets set then were reached and even
exceeded. Unhappily, it became clear to us
that the financial climate was deteriorating
sharply. Inflation was continuing, affecting
the willingness or ability of viewers to equip
themselves with colour television and so
increase the BBC’s revenue from colour tele-
vision licences. Moreover, to cover its own
mounting expenses, the Post Office raised its
charges for collecting the licence-fee. With the
remaining share of the licence-fee buying less
and less, we recognised that it would be necess-
ary to draw upon the £20 million available
under the Charter for borrowing for capital
purposes. Even then, if we were to remain
certain of remaining within the total borrow-
ing limit of £30 million, it was necessary to im-
pose new cuts amounting to £10 million. With
the cuts, we were reasonably confident that the
deficit could be held at the new figure, given an
improvement in the country’s economic state
and, in particular, continuing success for the
Government’s counter-inflation policy.

For an organisation which had only in
recent years exercised any of its borrowing
powers and never before even considered the
possibility of exercising them to their full
extent, the prospect was depressing. Not

11

merely does the existence of a substantial
deficit put the BBC’s independence at some
risk, but the high cost of borrowing diverts
money which would otherwise be spent on
programmes. Unlike a commercial organisa-
tion, the BBC sees no return from borrowing
in the shape of increased sales and profits. It
is true that borrowing in order to build
transmitters increases the number of potential
licence-holders, but the rising cost per house-
hold served as transmitters are built in more
and more thinly-populated areas sets very
real limits to the value obtained from this form
of investment.

Use of the borrowing powers was therefore
only to be considered in a situation where the
alternatives included swingeing cuts in pro-
gramme output which, quite apart from their
consequences for the audience, would directly
affect the employment of writers, artists and
staff. In deciding to make use of the borrowing
powers, we knew, moreover, that these would
not carry the BBC much beyond the end of
March, 1977, the minimum period prescribed
for the present licence-fee by the Home Secre-
tary when he announced the settlement in
January 1975. We have, therefore, been prepar-
ing to state our case to the Government for an
increase in 1977. It has to be said that, without
inflation, we should not have needed to make
that case at all. In real terms, the cost of the
BBC’s services has, in recent years, been fall-
ing regularly. To that consequence of the
BBC’s efficiency in its use of its resources
must be added the expected annual growth in
colour television licences. Taking these factors
together, and if it were possible to assume the
absence of inflation, no increase in the present
fee would be needed for about 10 years. That
may be small comfort to the licence-payer
struggling with the effects of inflation, but
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it may serve to put discussion of the licence
fee as the basis of the BBC’s finances into a
different perspective.

In making cuts, we have tried to minimise
the effects on programmes as they are seen
or heard. Programme budgets have been
tightened, but it has been a matter of pride
among programme-makers that relatively
few signs of the constraints should be apparent
to the audience. Some signs, of course, are not
to be concealed. The Television Service, for
instance, has been forced to carry a greater
proportion of repeat showings than it would
have wished. Outside the immediate business
of programme-making, the sustaining services
have borne a considerable measure of cuts
and are being further examined by a committee
of senior programme-makers to ensure the
strictest relationship between programme-
needs and the services available to meet them.
Organisations of any size tend to breed
allegations of extravagance and in the BBC’s
case one taxi-load of spiders gives apparent
substance to a score of myths. The vulnera-
bility of the BBC to charges of this sort,
however, only sharpens our determination
that the charges should be refuted.

We have had to confront a cheerless
financial situation, but we ought to record
our particular pleasure at the successes of
BBC Enterprises and BBC Publications.
Publications gross sales were £19 million with
net profits before tax of £14 million, after a
small loss in each of the two previous years.
Sales of BBC programmes in which the BBC
had a profit stake, sales of records and
merchandising throughout the world reached
£8% million and yielded a pre-tax profit for
Enterprises of £13 million. Some of the sales
were of programmes co-produced with over-
seas broadcasters and other organisations;
and their investment in new programme pro-
duction during the year amounted to £1%
million. Meanwhile, the earnings of English by
radio courses and of the Transcription Service
helped to supplement the Grant-in-aid for the
External Services.

During the year, the BBC gave evidence,
both written and oral, to the Committee on the
Future of Broadcasting, sitting under the

chairmanship of Lord Annan. In one of its
memoranda, Broadcasting in the Eighties and
Nineties, the BBC offered a view of the role of
public service broadcasting in the future. Apart
from the extension of uhf transmitter coverage,
to which we referred in our opening paragraph
and which would bring the existing television
services within reach of all communities with
more than 500 people the BBC saw only
one significant area for development in the
period covered by the memorandum. That
was, the enlargement of the existing radio
services for audiences in Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland, complemented by a greater
emphasis on programmes for English audiences
and the completion of the local radio service
limited at present to some 20 stations in
England. The memorandum saw the BBC
playing a part in the programme-making for a
fourth television channel intended mainly for
minority viewing and for a fourth vhf radio
channel run on similar lines. However, while
suggesting that the BBC might be able to con-
tribute to the pioneering stages of a local
television service, the memorandum stated the
BBC'’s firm view that it did not wish to operate
a service comparable to that which it operates
in local radio.

The significance of that statement in the
memorandum escaped most of those who
commented upon it when the document was
published. It marked the end of a period of
more than 50 years in which the BBC had
undergone a sustained series of expansions.
Now the BBC had said that it had reached a
point where further expansion in the fore-
sesable future was not among its aspirations,
and in fact the number of staff employed by the
BBC fell after many years of growth. It is true
that inflation might have brought us to the
same point for different reasons, but the present
balance between network, regional and com-
munity programmes seemed, with the limited
extensions already described and the re-
storation of cuts made in recent years, to offer
a service sufficiently comprehensive to ensure
a fair return for licence-payers with a variety
of tastes and interests.

An organisation accustomed to expansion
faces particular problems when it is compelled
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to stand still or even to accept a degree of
contraction, not least because reductions in
the numbers of staff inevitably mean a re-
duction in the service. The assumptions upon
which many of its policies, particularly those
affecting staff, have rested come into question.
As Governors, therefore, we have been con-
cerning ourselves in the formulation by the
Director-General and the staff of policies to
meet these new conditions. Standstill or con-
traction brings its special difficulties, but they
have been compounded by the difficulties in-
duced by the effects of the counter-inflation
policy. In the BBC’s case, one large group of
staff received a substantial pay award before
the counter-inflation measures came into
effect, while another felt the full rigour of the
measures. As is said later in this Report, in
the chapter on personnel matters, it is the
Board’s intention to do what it can to correct
the anomalies thus created as and when the in-
comes policy allows. We are also aware of the
effects upon the BBC’s competitive position
which flowed from increases given to the staffs
of Independent Broadcasting immediately
before the imposition of pay restraint in
1975.

We took some comfort earlier in this Report
from the profitability of BBC Enterprises and
BBC Publications. We also take comfort from
the development of CEEFAX to a fully
operational stage, with the prospect of an
additional service on BBC-2. There are signs
that manufacturers and potential users of
CEEFAX are growing in confidence about its
future. We were encouraged by the declaration
madc by Sir Arnold Weinstock that CEEFAX
was one British invention which was going to
succecd. We share his determination. It is our
hope that the device will not simply make
money for manufacturers, whether at home
or in export markets, but that it will provide
a valued service for viewers possibly in return
for a supplementary licence fee.

In the development of CEEFAX, BBC
engineers have been following a familiar route,
even if it has been better-publicised on this
occasion. For many years their skill and in-
ventiveness have saved the BBC significant
sums of money. In some cases the BBC has

Introductory 13

been able to reap the benefits itself. In others it
has been able to make profitable sales of in-
formation to manufacturers.

BBC engineers were among the British
delegation at the International Telecommuni-
cation Union’s meetings in Geneva in October
1975. These discussions formed the second
part of a conference to produce a new plan
for broadcasting from November 1978 in the
low and medium frequency bands. The out-
come of the conference has been, frankly,
a disappointment to us. The interference which
some listeners to the BBC’s medium-wave
services experience after dark is likely to in-
crease. Similarly, it is likely that the effective-
ness of some of the medium frequencies used
by the External Services will be diminished. It is
at least some small consolation, however, that
low frequency coverage in Scotland may be-
come better. The BBC will be trying to make
the best of the frequencies allocated to it in the
future and it has put a set of proposals to the
Home Office for consideration. If implemented,
these could produce improvements to listening
in both Scotland and Wales.

To some extent, both countries, like North-
ern Ireland and the English Regions, have
been sheltered from the sharpest impact of the
economy cuts which we have had to make. It
has been the policy of the Board in recent years
to bring about a greater deployment of re-
sources outside London in the hope of in-
creasing the reflection in programmes of life
around the country. Although some delays
have been inevitable, some progress can
nevertheless be reported. In March 1976, for
instance, broadcasting began from Radio
Highland at Inverness. It will eventually serve
some 200,000 people in the North and West of
Scotland, as well as contributing to the general
Scottish output. The value of the new station
will also be seen as a source for news for the
national networks.

An experiment of a different kind took place
during the year at Barrow-in-Furness. The
object was to test the viability of a local radio
station serving a community relatively much
smaller than those so far served by BBC local
radio. It was conducted for two weeks on
closed circuit and some useful lessons were
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learned. There seemed little doubt that it
would be possible to run such small-scale
stations for a minimum of two hours a day,
letting them rely upon a neighbouring larger
station or on the networks for the rest of the
time. It may be remembered that the Com-
mittee on Broadcasting Coverage recom-
mended that up to 12 such stations might
be introduced experimentally. A related ex-
periment, however, did not get so far. As part
of its interest in pioneering local television,
which we have already mentioned, the BBC
sought permission to broadcast for three weeks
from a centre in Stoke-on-Trent, drawing on
the news gathering resources of the local radio
station operating there. The experiment would
have taken place in the early part of 1976, but
it had to be cancelled when no money could be
spared to support it.

In times of financial stringency, we knew
that the External Services, financed by Govern-
ment grant-in-aid, could not escape cuts. At
one time, it seemed that the cuts proposed by
the Government would be very severe indeed.
The reality turned out to be less harsh, but its
effects were severe nonetheless. The Arabic,
French, German, Chinese, Bulgarian, and
Romanian services have all had to curtail their
broadcasting hours, while the Sinhala service
to Sri Lanka has disappeared completely.
There have been other cuts, less obtrusive as
far as the audience is concerned, but never-
theless real and imposing additional strains
on staff already hard pressed. Restrictions on
capital spending, which have affected trans-
mitter modernisation plans in Britain and
overseas, have harmed the relative effectiveness
of the External Services when many of their
foreign rivals have been able to increase both
the number and the power of their transmitters.
The Board was particularly glad to receive a
paper from Gerard Mansell, the Managing
Director of External Broadcasting, in which
he set out the case for this country’s continued
involvement in broadcasting on an inter-
national scale. It was a case which, from time
to time during the year, was supported elo-
quently, and sometimes poignantly, by the
testimony of listeners in countries where
listening remains an act of courage.

The chapter on the External Services later
in this Report refers to criticisms made of the
Portuguese Service in the summer of 1975. It
was a matter on which we kept ourselves
closely informed and over which the Chairman
became involved in correspondence with
Members of Parliament and others. We were
satisfied with the steps taken to prevent
similar situations arising in the future.

We were glad that the BBC was able to
take part in the experimental broadcasts in
radio from Parliament. MPs have now en-
dorsed the generally held view that the direct
relays and edited extracts, nationally, re-
gionally and locally, were a success and
conveyed an impression of the Commons at
work which could not have been given in any
other way. To have heard the Foreign Secretary
making a major statement about the fate of a
British citizen held by the Ugandan authorities
and to have listened to the responses of his
Parliamentary colleagues was a remarkable
experience for many listeners. We hope that it
will not be very long before regular trans-
missions can begin on radio, with the enrich-
ment that they can bring to the BBC’s
programmes nationally, and perhaps even
more strongly locally. Many Members of
Parliament have already said how valuable
they have found local radio to be as a link
between themselves and their constituents.

A major event which gave rise to some
concern in advance was the Referendum in
June 1975 on British entry into the European
Economic Community. The problems which
it presented to news and current affairs staff
were new. The usual party divisions no longer
held good and politicians from opposing
groups made common cause either for or
against the Market. It was, as far as broad-
casting by the BBC was concerned, a successful
operation. Although there were some dif-
ferences of view between the BBC and the two
sides during the campaign, we were glad later
to be told of the satisfaction felt about the
fairness of our treatment in both camps. A
great deal of careful planning and thought
went into the preparations for covering the
event and it was satisfactory that the results
should have been so well received by the
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audience as well as those more directly in-
volved in fighting the campaign.

News and current affairs took up a good
deal of the Board’s time during the past year.
Throughout much of the 12 months, a debate
was going on inside and outside the BBC about
the nature of broadcast journalism. The debate
was given a powerful, if contentious, stimulus
by the publication in The Times of parts of a
paper written by Peter Jay and John Birt on
the subject. The rest of the paper, with or
without the consent of its authors, also received
a good deal of circulation, with the result that
their thesis became widely known if not so
widely accepted. The thesis was that there
existed on television a ‘bias against under-
standing’. Although there were many good
arguments against the remedies which they
proposed, the arguments against their diag-
nosis were more evenly matched. Inevitably,
in such a context, the question of news values
was also brought up and discussed within
the BBC both within the Board and among the
professional staff. The Board held two meet-
ings with a group of senior radio and television
staff working in this area, and, later, the
subject was developed in a paper for the
General Advisory Council of the BBC. We
asked the Director-General to revise the first
draft of the paper when it came to the Board
in order that it might take fuller account of the
anxieties which had been expressed about news
and current affairs programmes by members
of the public. Following the Council’s dis-
cussion, the paper was published.*

The exchanges on this subject provided a
good example of the Board challenging, as its
role of trustee of the national interest in broad-
casting requires it to do, the assumptions of
the professionals. Both news and current
affairs programmes rest upon an accumulation
of expertise, tradition, and expectations which
from time to time it is useful to subject to the
kind of scrutiny which they received on this
occasion.

In the context of the discussions about news
and current affairs, it is not perhaps surprising
that there should have been some reactions
*The Task of Broadcasting News: A Study for the BBC
General Advisory Council published in June 1976.

Introductory 15

of suspicion, both within and outside the BBC,
to the first moves towards the establishment
of some advisory machinery in our coverage
of industrial affairs. At their most lurid, the
suspicions reflected a feeling that the BBC was
about to invite the representatives of industry
and the unions to act as censors of an
important part of the BBC output. That was
never our intention. Nor do we think that
such representatives would have wished to
serve in that capacity. We were, however,
concerned at a volume of criticism directed
at the BBC from both sides of industry that
we failed to report adequately on industrial
affairs. In one form, the criticisms suggested
that we favoured consumers at the expense
of producers. In another, that we reflected
industry only in its moments of conflict and
not in the far more numerous moments when
it was operating smoothly. We were accused
of showing unions only as disturbers of a
peaceful situation and management only as un-
considering profit-seekers exploiting employees
and public whenever opportunity presented.
We recognised that somewhere between the
extremes of the criticisms directed at us there
remained a certain truthfulness which perhaps,
at its most innocuous, reflected national atti-
tudes towards industry and those who in
practice produce the nation’s wealth. During
the year under review, therefore, we began to
explore how we might bring programme-
makers into a fresh relationship with the
spokesmen of both sides of industry and of
consumers. By the time this Report is made
public, we hope that we may have been able
to announce the results of our explorations
in what we recognise is a very sensitive area
strewn with explosive possibilities.

In two other areas, the Board exercised its
trustee role similarly. We were concerned at
one time about the extent to which bad
language was finding its way into programmes
where, on any reasonable grounds, it had no
place to be. We knew from the correspondence
which reached us and from our own obser-
vations, as well as from the feelings of some of
us as individual members of the public, that
bad language can cause a degree of offence to
some people which wholly removes their
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pleasure from listening or viewing. It is, there-
fore, important that such offence should not
be provoked needlessly, despite the greater
acceptance by large numbers of people
especially many of the young, of bad language
as an element in everyday speech. We thought
that the time had come to say as much to
television and radio producers and so we did.
That there is something of a pendulum effect
in these matters may be shown by the fact that
as we were expressing our views to the two
services a senior member of the television
service was already issuing an instruction in
the same terms.

We devoted time to coasidering Days of
Hope, the quartet of television plays which
dealt with a particular interpretation of the
General Strike and the decade which preceded
it. The bias of the plays was unmistakeable
and sufficiently strong to encourage Members
of Parliament and others to suggest that the
plays should not have been broadcast. De-
nunciations of them as propaganda were heard
from several quarters. In considering the
criticisms which were felt by members of the
Board and expressed to them strongly, we
looked at the wide range of plays presented by
the BBC. The four plays were only part of an
output of several hundred productions each
year which ranged from classic serials to Z
Cars and Dr Who. Committed or polemical
drama of the kind which they represented
ought, we believed, to have a place in such a
wide ranging output whether the commitment
was to the Left, as in this case, or to the Right
as it might be in a future play. The fact that
on this occasion the four plays were presented
in rapid succession gave them an apparently
greater significance at the time than their
position within the rest of the output war-
ranted. We would welcome equally work of
comparable artistic merit from other parts
of the political spectrum.

News and current affairs, bad language,
and committed drama all raised major issues
for the Board to consider. Our involvement
in them arose not least from the existence
outside the BBC of a fecling that they were
matters requiring examination. It was a feeling
to be found in newspaper articles as well as in

correspondence. An enquiry of a different kind
was made by the Board into allegations that
the BBC was wrong to make use, as its corres-
pondent in Israel, of a reporter who was a
convinced Zionist. Such a person, it was said,
could not be impartial in his reporting of
events in Isracl. The allegations against the
BBC and its reporter were not new. They had
been commonplace for several years, but on
this occasion direct representations were made
to the Board, amounting to an appeal against
the earlier rejection by the Director-General
and his staff of the charges made. After careful
investigation we came to the conclusion that
the test to be applied lay within the terms of
reference given to the correspondent by the
BBC and not to what he might believe or do
in his private capacity. By that test the corres-
pondent had behaved in a way which called
for no reproach, and had indeed deserved
praise on a number of occasions. It also seemed
to us that the excellence of the service from
Israel required the BBC to be sure to maintain
coverage of matching quality from the rest of
the Middle East.

On matters which involved allegations of
unfairness to individuals or organisations, the
Board was glad to see an increased use being
made of the BBC Programmes Complaints
Commission. Details of the complaints upon
which the Commission adjudicated appear else-
where in this Report. Here we welcome the
evidence that the Commission is being seen
more and more as a useful forum of second
opinion when complainants feel dissatisfied
with the replies they have rececived from the
BBC. One particular growth area in the Com-
mission’s activities, although not on a very
large scale, involves consumer programmes.
Manufacturers are understandably anxious
to maintain the maximum protection for their
interests and an increase in the output of
consumer programmes as a proper part of
public service broadcasting leads almost in-
evitably to an increase in complaints.

We established a new advisory body during
the year. Under the chairmanship of Lord
Briggs, the Archives Advisory Committee will
enable the BBC to deal more authoritatively
with the mass of programme material and
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papers which it acquires literally every hour.
The members of Lord Briggs’ committee
join an advisory structure which now includes
more than 900 pcople. We are very grateful
to them all for their help and guidance during
the past year. Like its taking, the giving of
advice is a difficult art and the temperate
approach of our advisers to their duties has
been particularly welcome.

Although this is a retrospective review, it
should not end without a reference to the
BBC’s involvement, like the rest of society,
in the major issue of devolution. Steps have
already been taken to increase the sharc of
broadcasting resources located in the National
Regions and, in England, outside London.
With an increased share of resources goes
an increased responsibility for decisions about
the use of resources. As long as the BBC
remains a unified organisation, however, there
will remain the problem of the point at which
the lines have to be drawn between central and
devolved decision-making. This is, indeed,
in miniature, the problem facing the entire
United Kingdom. Its solution, as far as the
BBC is concerned, depends not simply upon
the BBC itself, but also upon the Annan
Committee, the Home Office, and Parliament.

Before concluding, we must make reference
to changes in the Board of Management
during the year. Sir Huw Wheldon (as he
became in the New Year Honours List) retired
as Managing Director, Television at the end
of 1975 and accepted a commission to under-
take a special study of regional broadcasting
as Special Adviser to the Director-General.
He was succeeded at the Television Centre by
Ian Trethowan, until then Managing Director,
Radio. Mr Trethowan’s successor was Howard
Newby, whohad been Director of Programmes,
Radio.

We have said little so far of programmes. It
is always hard, when considering the thousands
of hours of broadcasting to single out in-
dividual programmes for a special reference.
To do so may often be unfair to those pro-
gramme makers whose output appeals to
only a small section of the population or can
be enjoyed only by a small community. Some
of the programmes which we have mentioned
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have provoked comment or controversy and
in the subsequent argument their quality may
have been overlooked. We are glad that re-
cognition has been given by prize-giving
juries in this country and overseas to many
programmes in television and radio, but we
have also taken pride in the creativity and
professionalism distinguishing the endeavours
of the many people who have contributed to
the services for which we are responsible.
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Television

The key to the Television Service’s year is
the fact that it went through a period of re-
trenchment occasioning discomfort to itself
but not to the viewer. What happened was
that the amount of television broadcasting had
to be reduced and money had to be made to
go much further in a number of ingenious
ways. But on the screen there were no signs
of gloom, for the introduction of two new
situation comedy series and the development
and enrichment of others made this a good
year for BBC Light Entertainment. The two
new ones were Friday evening programmes:
The Good Life on BBC-1 and Fawlty Towers
on BBC-2. The latter made most impact on
the critics and has already won prizes but the
former developed a warmth which quickly
made it a favourite with many millions. In
Fawlty Towers, written by John Clcese and his
wife Connie Booth, we saw Basil Fawlty,
played by Cleese, and his wife Sybil desper-
ately trying to run a small country hotel, with
Andrew Sachs as the Spanish head waiter
Manuel. The Good Life, written by John
Esmonde and Bob Larbey, depicted a much
more happily married couple, Tom Good and
his attractive wife Barbara, played by Richard
Briers and Felicity Kendal. They were seen
struggling to be self-sufficient, away from the
rat-race, by growing their own produce and
trying to keep pigs and other animals in the
garden, often to the great concern of their
neighbours played by Penclope Keith and
Paul Eddington.

The comic creation of the year, however, un-
doubtedly remained Ronnie Barker as prisoner
Fletcher in Porridge. In a second series Dick
Clement and lan La Frenais achieved the same
very high standard as in the first, including
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a particularly funny Christmas Eve edition.
Once again the strength of Porridge lay not
only in the comic writing but in the poignancy of
many of the situations, together with masterly
supporting performances by Fulton Mackay
and Richard Beckinsale and also — in two epi-
sodes — by Peter Vaughan and David Jason.

Ronnie Barker was also seen in a Christmas
film called The Picnic made with Ronnie Cor-
bett. This, if not quite as successful with the
BBC audience as their 1974 film in the same
genre, had the distinction of winning third
prize at Montreux in May 1976. The audience
clearly enjoyed the gentleness of the humour
in another show featuring Ronnic Barker —
Open All Hours — where he played the part of
Arkwright, a grocer with a stutter, to scripts
written by Roy Clarke.

Among comedies of another vintage Dad’s
Army showed fresh inventiveness in a new
series and its repeats did as well as ever. The
tour de force of the year was Arthur Lowe’s per-
formance as both Captain Mainwaring and his
less respectable brother, a bit of a rascal with
the whisky bottle. The BBC’s Comedy Depart-
ment has constantly to bear in mind the vital
need to provide viewers with programmes that
are funny north - as well as south — of the River
Trent. The success of Last of the Summer Wine
in 1974-75 was almost exceeded by that of
I Didn’t Know You Cared, based on some
books by Peter Tinniswood which the author
himself adapted. This introduced a new family
to television and starred Robin Bailey as
Uncle Mort and Liz Smith as Mrs. Brandon.
Meanwhile, The Liver Birds continued strongly,
brightened by the arrival in Liverpool and in
in the programme of Elizabeth Estensen as
Carol. Her coming gave Carla Lane, as writer,
an opportunity which she exploited to the full
in some very funny scripts. Other situation
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comedies, which continued to attract very large
audiences were Are You Being Served? and
It Aint’t Half Hot Mum.

The particular brand of quirky humour
which Dave Allen displays in his stories and
sketches gave great enjoyment to most viewers,
but the boldness of his humour occasionally
jarred with a minority, particularly those who
consider jokes with a religious content to be
a mixed blessing.

Among variety programmes Bruce Forsyth
and the Generation Game continued to prosper,
while Mike Yarwood added many new char-
acters to his group of imitations, including
Kojak and Mrs. Thatcher. The range and
accuracy of these have made him one of the
greatest impersonators of our day. By contrast,
public enjoyment of song and dance shows
appeared for no obvious reason to be on the
wane, so that the audiences for even top singers
like Vera Lynn or Nana Mouskouri, were
smaller than usual. Still, Oscar Peterson’s
Piano Parties on BBC-2 were a great success
and his guests included Mr Heath, Count
Basie, Joshua Rifkin and Alan Price. Those
viewers of the early episodes who longed to
see more of Peterson playing himself were
rewarded by seeing him take a master-class in
the fourth programme.

It was also a good year for sport, leading up
to coverage of the Winter Olympics at the end
of the period under review. In cricket, besides
the excitement of a home Test series against
Australia, the Prudential Cup matches on
BBC-2 proved a most successful new venture.
In its coverage of other sport the BBC con-
tinued to provide both up-to-the-minute jour-
nalistic commentary and a wealth of inside
expertise from practitioners - like Terry Biddle-
combe telling the viewer how to jump each
fence in the Grand National or Jimmy Hill
analysing all the vital moves on the soccer
field which led up to a goal in any winter edition
of Match of the Day. Coverage of the Winter
Olympics from Innsbruck dominated BBC-1
schedules for a fortnight in February. How-
ever, any element of journalistic overkill was
avoided, for BBC-2 offered many different
kinds of programmes as an alternative, while
British spirits were raised by John Curry win-
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ning his gold medalin the Men’s Figure Skating.
The BBC puts much effort into its Olympic
programmes and their summer potential was
anticipated by the huge audiences for these
Winter Olympics. These used to be very
localised events appealing only to specialists;
but now they attract a following that only
eight years ago used to be reserved for British
participation in track events.

A principal advance during the year was in
the number of good contributions to BBC-1
and BBC-2 from the three Network Production
Centres in England and from both the national
and English regions. BBC-2 was a shop-
window for much of this regional effort, with
the Natural History Unit in Bristol contribut-
ing to the regular series The World About Us
on Sundays and the drama unit in Birmingham
providing 18 plays a year by writers like
Keith Dewhurst, Jonathan Raban and Tim
Aspinall and a very fine first play by Terence
Wheeler.

One of the easier ways in which regional
programmes can enrich the schedules is by
introducing the sights and sounds of the
countryside, but regional programmes are not
alone in doing so. A centrally-produced series,
One Man and His Dog was a look at sheep dog
trials, in which all the dogs did magnificently,
as did their masters, but some of the sheep
revealed themselves to be distinctly wayward.
Country Tales from Bristol told stories in film,
The Postmistress being the most striking.
Living on the Land was an important series
produced from Manchester by Don Haworth.
This included a look at spring at New Barn
Farm in Devon, lambing time at Hartsop
Hall in Cumbria, the farming of only three acres
at Bicker Fen in Lincolnshire, and a 73-year-
old farmer selling up his farm at Stagbatch,
also in Cumbria. The effect of these pro-
grammes was deepened by two series of analy-
ses: Professor William Hoskins reading in
the ground traces of man’s habitation in earlier
centuries in his series Landscapes of England;
and Tan Nairn in three journeys that he made
through different pairs of football towns —
Bolton and Preston, Huddersfield and Halifax,
Wolverhampton and Walsall.

Nerwork itself was another BBC-2 weekly
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programme in which it was possible to place
a wide variety of programmes which had
originated in the local output of the different
centres: a profile of a clarinettist from Scotland,
a documentary on Amy Johnson the flyer from
Manchester, The Show Must Go On from
Bristol, the story of an art-lecturer who bought
up old houses in Bath; and a journey round
York by the architect Partick Nuttgens. A
notable contribution to Network was To the
Sea — and Back? This was a co-production be-
tween BBC Midland and BBC South-west,
which considered just how sadly the dreams of
North Country people retiring to a seaside
cottage in the South West could turn out. Terra
Firma was a BBC-2 magazine programme
which broke some new ground on a Sunday
evening; but by the end of its first run it had
not quite established its own identity. More
important was a Birmingham experiment, a
light-hearted weekend programme called
Saturday Night at the Mill. Its initial success
with both viewers and critics augured well for
the future.

Music and Arts programmes prospered.
Their output was now co-ordinated under
Humphrey Burton, who returned to the BBC
from ITV and immediately began to introduce
personally a new run of Ommibus. This included
three editions in the programme’s best tradition
of literary biography: on Thomas Mann, John
Donne and Ivy Compton-Burnett. Several
musical editions had an even wider appeal,
particularly: The Waltz a light-hearted cssay
by André Previn; a prize-winning edition on
Nijinsky; a look at Busby Berkeley the film
choreographer of the 1930s; and Colin
Davis talking about the music of Sibelius
while rehearsing his C Major Symphony.
The BBC’s season of summer Promenade
Concerts are now a major television occasion
on BBC-1. Six were put into a series called
Sunday Prom, including the always popular
Strauss night. The opening concert was also
screened, and the second part of the last con-
cert was seen live. Other noteworthy music
programmes during the year were a studio
production of Wagner’s opera The Flying
Dutchinan on BBC-2 during November and
Mozart’s Magic Flute also on BBC-2 on

Boxing Day. This programme was broadcast
simultaneously in stereo on Radio 3. It is hoped
that more and more musical occasions will be
broadcast simultaneously on BBC Television
and Radio 3 in the future.

Coverage of the fine arts included the
London exhibitions of Spanish art and the
works of Constable, while an edition of Omni-
bus devoted to portrait-painting showed a
most interesting sequence — only possible on
television — of all Rembrandt’s self-portraits
dissolved over each other in succession. This
gave the viewer a unique glimpse of Rembrandt
appearing to age before his very eyes. The
most notable series was undoubtedly The
Spirit of the Age, consisting of eight pro-
grammes about different periods of archi-
tecture. These all had the merit of being written
and narrated by distinguished scholars, like
Sir John Summerson and Mark Girouard, so
that the text was as authoritative as the pictures
were interesting. All eight made the basis of
an attractive BBC book.

Twice during the year good camera direction
and good acting proved that an accurate
documentary series can depend for its success
as much on scholarly dramatic reconstruc-
tions as on the more customary studio tech-
niques, using prints, maps and diagrams. The
programmes were The Fight Against Slavery
and Explorers. In the former the pity and the
horror of the slave trade at the end of the
eighteenth century were effectively, if not too
harrowingly, conveyed. So also was the noble
part played in helping Britain to put an end to
it by Granville Sharp and William Wilberforce.
The Explorers proved very powerful. The 10
episodes went backwards through history. They
started with Amundsen at the South Pole and
ended with Christopher Columbus. Everyone
had a favourite. Those on Amundsen and
Captain Cook were very good but the one on
Francisco Pizarro and the opening up of Peru
was held by many to be the best.

Chronicle, the pioneer editor and founder of
which, Paul Johnstone, died in March at a
tragically early age, had some outstanding
editions on the decipherment of the Minoan
script Linear B and the excavation of HMS
Colossus which sank in the Scillies in 1797
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with half of Sir William Hamilton’s collec-
tion of Greek pottery on board. There was
also a programme about Williamsburg in
Virginia, a special edition made to celebrate
the 200th anniversary of American Indepen-
dence. History was served in another way by a
dramatisation of the legend of Robin Hood.
This set the story firmly in the last decade of
the 12th century, in the reign of Richard I,
and well conveyed the harshness of the laws
of the forest at that time. Its makers took great
care over its accuracy. The characters fought
with broad-swords, and not the anachronistic
rapiers so beloved by Hollywood film pro-
ducers in the past.

Once again great works of fiction provided
the basis for many very successful BBC drama-
tisations. In Defoe’s Moll Flanders, with Julia
Foster as the heroine, the secthing life of New-
gate Prison was particularly well conveyed in
a production by Cedric Messina under the
direction of Donald McWhinnie. Conrad
contributed Under Western Eyes and The
Secret Agent, whose two separate single epi-
sodes were more effectively handled than the six
of R.L. Stevenson’s The Master of Ballantrae.
Dickens’ Our Mutual Friend was an atmos-
pheric triumph, although several of the story-
lines and characters had to be left out of such
a dense plot. The most successful transfer
from BBC-2 to BBC-1 was undoubtedly the
reshowing of War and Peace, which was cut
together into an improved new version in nine
parts. The adaptation of another Dorothy
L. Sayers story, Five Red Herrings gave an
opportunity to Ian Carmichael to appear
again as Lord Peter Wimsey.

The BBC paid special attention to more
modern fiction, with an enchanting version of
Jerome K. Jerome’s Three Menina Boat; some
more comedies based on the novels of P.G.
Wodehouse; an adaptation of Frederick
Mullally’s novel Looking for Clancy; Muriel
Spark’s The Girls of Slender Means and Richard
Llewellyn’s How Green Was My Valley. This
was thought to have caught the romanticism of
the book very well, while Sian Phillips shone
in the part of Beth Mcrgan. These last adapta-
tions were all on BBC-2. The most popular on
BBC-1 was Poldark, a romantic serial in 16
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parts set in the, Cornwall of the 1780s and
based on the novels of Winston Graham.
This featured Angharad Rees as the heroine
Demelza.

The facts of a good real-life mystery story
from 1876 provided the basis of a drama in
three episodes: The Poisoning of Charles Bravo.
This starred Maureen O’Brien as Florence,
wife of the central character Charles Bravo.
Galsworthy’s Loyalties was made into a Play
of the Month, as was Daphne du Maurier’s
Trilby, with Alan Badel as Svengali. J.B.
Priestley’s When We Are Married proved
funny enough, but the three most distinguished
productions of the year all depended on the
successful use of location filming in particular
country settings: Barrie’s The Little Minister
filmed at Glamis; Arnold Wesker’s Chips
with Everything; and Love's Labour’s Lost
filmed in the grounds of Glyndebourne, with
direction by Basil Coleman and fine acting by
Jeremy Brett, Sinead Cusack, Lorna Heilbron
and Jonathan Cecil.

While the passage of these works to the
screen owed much to the skill of their adapters
many successful plays, series and serials were
specially written for television. Play for Today
included: Love Letters on Blue Paper by Arnold
Wesker; 84 Charing Cross Road by Helene
Hanff; Nurs in May by Mike Leigh; Keep an
Eye on Albert, a tale set against a background
of pigeon-racing in the North by Brian Glover;
The Floater, a first play for television by Peter
Prince, which was a mild satire on many
aspects of a court case; The Happy Hunting
Ground by Tom Haddaway, remarkable for
conveying the atmosphere of an East Anglian
fishery town. John Hopkins’s play, A Story to
Frighten the Children, about an attack on a
young girl late at night, was indeed a little
frightening and care was taken to see that this
drama was preceded by a warning announce-
ment. All Through the Night, was another
Play for Today that took the very difficult
story of a woman facing an operation for
breast cancer. It was followed by a discussion in
Tonight of some of the issues involved in this
kind of story in real life.

Besides all these plays regular dramatic
entertainment was provided in series and
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serials of many kinds. Among them were The
Brothers, Warship and Z cars — all essential
ingredients of a two-network television service.
To their ranks was added a most successful
newcomer in the form of Angels, a serial
which followed the adventures of a group of
young nurses as they worked in a hospital.
Undoubtedly, however, the three dramatic
highspots of the year were the launching of
three special series which not only won an
immediate following of viewers but also
achieved considerable acclaim from the critics.
The first of these was a group of four films on
BBC-1 by Jim Allen called Days of Hope,
which followed the fortunes of a group of
people from 1916 to 1926. Inevitably this
series was criticised because it was polemical
in its treatment of real political and social
issues culminating in the General Strike. But
its obvious stature as film in a great tradition
made it a success with viewers and professional
critics alike.

Two very different series both started in
January: The Glittering Prizes on BBC-2 and
When the Boat Comes In on BBC-1. The first
was a series of six plays by Frederick Raphael
about a group of talented young men and
women who were undergraduates at Cam-
bridge in the early 1950s and whose paths
crossed in the world of literature and the arts
afterwards. The star part of Adam Morris was
played by Tom Conti, who won the Perform-
ance Award of the Royal Television Society
for his work in the series. The second was a
series by James Mitchell, who brought to life
a Tyneside family of the 1920s and 1930s,
resiliently facing the hard times of the depres-
sion. This series — with its attractive Geordie
theme tune — caught the popular imagination
in a way that has hitherto been reserved for
BBC dramas set in the more conventionally
heroic age of the England of Elizabeth I.

Prize-winning television programmes

The BBC won two 1975 International Emmy
Awards from the National Academy of Tele-
vision Arts and Science in the United States.
These were:

Marek Non-fiction Documentary Award; The
Evacuees Fiction — Drama Award.

The BBC also won a 1975 National Emmy
Award in the Classical Music category for
Profile in Music: Beverly Sills. In 1976 the BBC
also won an International Emmy Award, Best
actress in a limited series: Rosemary Harris,
for her part in Notorious Woman: The Story of
George Sand.

During the period 1975-76 these other

awards were also won abroad:
The Fight Against Slavery: The first Martin
Luther King Memorial Prize for a Television
Programme; The Ascent of Man: — Lower
than The Angels, an Ohio State Award;
Just Another Saturday: 27th Prix Italia, Drama
Category Award; Joey: 27th Prix Italia,
Documentary Category Award; Vision On:
1975 Prix Danube in Czechoslovakia; The
Two Ronnies in The Picnic: The Bronze Rose
of Montreux; Tuesday’s Documentary: Child-
ren in Crossfire, Documentary Film Prize
(Awarded by the Youth Jury) at the 7th Nyon
International Film Festival in Switzerland;
Tuesday’s Docunentary: After the Parcel
Exploded, First Prize — Gold Mcdal in one of
the Television Film categories at the 6th
International Festival of Red Cross and Health
Films in Bulgaria, also a bronze trophy at the
1975 Prix Futura in Berlin; The Peter Gordeno
Show, Silver Sea Swallow Award at the Sth
Golden Sea Swallow of Knokke Festival
in Belgium; Horizon: The Writing on the Wall,
a Silver Trophy at the 1975 Prix Futura in
Berlin; What on Earth ... Are We Doing?:
The Sacred Cow (produced by the Natural
History Unit, Bristol), a second-prize Silver
Ear in the 9th International Agricultural
Film Competition, Berlin 1976; Breathing
Space: A Taste of the Orkney Isles (produced
by BBC Scotland), also second-prize Silver
Ear in the 9th International Agricultural Film
Competition, Berlin 1976.

The BBC won four awards from the Ameri-
can Society of Motion Pictures and Tele-
vision Engineers. These went to David Kitson
and Ron Spencer from Designs Department,
and Derek Wright and Dick Sanders from
Research Department.

The BBC won three 1975 Royal Television
Society Awards: Outstanding Achievement:
Ronnie Barker in Porridge; Regional Award:
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Bill Miskelly for Oh to be in Ulster; Original
Programme Award: Michael Blakstad for
The Brain in the series Burke Special.

The BBC won most of the 1976 Royal Tele-
vison Society Awards. These were:

Gold Medal: Sir Huw Wheldon, for his out-
standing contribution to television; Writers’
Award: Mr Frederick Raphael for The Glit-
tering Prizes; Performance Award: Mr. Tom
Conti for his part as Adam Morris in The Glit-
tering Prizes; Outstanding Creative Achieve-
ment: Mr. John Cleese for Fawlity Towers;
Original Programme Award: On the Move,
the BBC Further Education series; Design
Award: Mr. David Myerscough-Jones, for
his work on Wagner’s The Flying Dutchman;
Technique Award: Mr. Dave Mutton, Senior
Cameraman; Geoffrey Parr Award: Shared
by Stan Edwardson of the BBC Engineering
Research Department for work on CEEFAX.

The list of 1976 Awards from the British

Academy of Film and Television Arts won by
the BBC was impressive:
Desmond Davis Award: Jack Gold for his
outstanding creative contribution to tele-
vision; Technical Craft Award: Jim Atkinson
(senior television cameraman); Best Single
Play: The Evacuees directed by Alan Parker
and produced by Mark Shivas; Best Light
Entertainment Programme: The Two Ronnies,
produced by Terry Hughes; Best Situation
Comedy: Fawlty Towers, produced by John
Howard Davies; Best Specialised Programme:
Amundsen in the series Explorers, directed
by David Cobham; Best Specialised Series:
Explorers produced by Michael Latham; Best
Actor: John Hurt for his performances in
Nijinsky — God of the Dance and in The Naked
Civil Servant, a programme on ITV; Best
Light Entertainment Performance: Ronnie
Barker in Porridge; Best Script: Dick Clement
and Ian La Frenais for Porridge; Best Foreign
Programme: The Magic Flute, produced by
Ingmar Bergman.

In addition the BBC won three Rediffusion
Star Awards presented by the Royal Tele-
vision Society:

Flame of Knowledge Award for the Best
Schools Programme: James is Our Brother
in the series Scene produced by Roger Tonge;
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‘Harlequin’ Award for Children’s Entertain-
ment — Documentary/Factual: Newsround Ex-
tra, presented by John Craven and produced
by Michael Beynon; ‘Harlequin’ Award for
Children’s Entertainment -~ Drama/Light
Entertainment: Ballet Shoes, produced by
John McRae.

The Broadcasting Press Guild made five

awards to the BBC in 1976:
Best Drama Series of the Year: Days of Hope,
written by Jim Allen, produced by Tony
Garnett and directed by Ken Loach; Best
Comedy Award: Fawlty Towers, written by
John Cleese and Connie Booth; Best Single
Play: The Evacuees, written by Jack Rosenthal;
Best Documentary Series: Inside Story; Best
Long-Running Programme: Horizon.

Several 1975 Show Business Awards from

the Variety Club of Great Britain went to BBC
programmes:
Show Business Personality of 1975: Bruce
Forsyth; BBC Television Personality Awards:
John Cleese for Fawlty Towers and Esther
Rantzen for That’s Life.

The Awards by the Radio Industries Club

for 1975-76 included:
Newscaster of the year: Miss Angela Rippon;
BBC Television Personality of the Year: Mr.
John Cleese; BBC Television Programme of
the Year: The World About Us.

In the Royal Television Society’s News Film
of the Year Awards, these awards were won :
Premier Cameraman of the Year Prize:
Cameraman Peter Beggin for Belfast Rioting,
Belfast Snipers and a Peron Rally in Buenos
Aires. Sound recordist: Roy Benford; Hard
News Category: Cameraman Bill Nichol for
The Cod-War Confrontation. Sound recordist :
Andy White; Hard News Team Award:
Cameramen Ron Hurrell and David Brierley of
BBC Television News (North) and sound recor-
dists Terry Meadowcroft and Chris Street for
theircoverage of hooliganism at a soccer match.
Other awards won by the BBC during the year
included:

An Introduction to Ecosystems in the Open
University Ecology Series: Gold Award at the
British Industrial Scientific and Film Associa-
tion 1975 British Sponsored Film Festival at
Brighton; The Seed of an Idea in the serics
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Tomorrow’s World: Gold Award at the 1975
British Association Film and Television
Awards; Tuesday’s Documentary: The Right
to Know, 1975 Glaxo Award and Travelling
Fellowship for British Science Writers.

Radio

The experiment in broadcasting from Parlia-
ment and coverage of the first referendum
ever held in this country presented a double
challenge to BBC Radio in 1975. The Parlia-
mentary experiment allowed listeners to hear
for the first time the voices of ministers and
MPs addressing the House of Commons.
Recorded extracts were used in the two daily
parliamentary reports (doubled in length for
the duration of the experiment) and in news
bulletins and current affairs programmes both
nationally and around the country. Coverage
of the Common Market Referendum was
mainly within existing programme strands,
but there were a number of special programmes
as well. Eight editions of Referendum Call
gave listeners the opportunity of putting ques-
tions by telephone to leading campaigners on
both sides.

There were two interesting developments in
community broadcasting. At the end of the
year Radio Highland at Inverness started
broadcasting to a widely scattered audience
of 200,000 people — a quarter of them Gaelic
speakers — in the North and West of Scotland
and along part of the Moray Firth. Earlier,
the BBC mounted a short, closed-circuit ex-
periment in broadcasting from a small-scale
local station at Barrow-in-Furness. A team of
eight people produced up to three hours’ pro-
grammes a day for closed circuit transmission
and recorded playback later. The experiment
provided convincing evidence that the type
of station recommended by the Crawford
Committee on Broadcasting Coverage is
viable.

A substantial extension of stereophonic
broadcasting took place in the North-west and
North-cast of England, as well as the South

Wales/Bristol Channel area and part of East
Anglia. In general, however, the period was
one when financial stringency put back devel-
opments hoped-for or planned. The cuts in
programme hours introduced early in 1975
remained in force and at the end of the year
Radio was facing the prospect of still further
economies.

Radios 1 and 2

Despite the loss of 45 hours airtime a week in
the economy cuts introduced early in 1975,
Radios 1 and 2 have continued to attract some
of the largest radio audiences in the United
Kingdom and the popularity of disc jockeys
such as Tony Blackburn, Sam Costa, David
Hamilton, Terry Wogan, Noel Edmonds and
Pete Murray remains as high as ever. Damage
to individual network identities was minimised
by cutting programmes at the beginning and
end of the day. Moreover in the autumn care-
ful adjustment of the schedules made it possible
to restore for one hour - half its previous length
— John Peel’s late-evening programme on
Radio 1, providing current and advanced
rock on both 247 metres and vhf stereo. At
the same time, by closing down earlier on week-
days — at midnight instead of half past — it
became possible to separate Radios 1 and 2
for an additional half hour in the afternoon.

New series developed during the year on
Radio lincluded Insight,dealing with personal-
ities and developments which have influenced
the course of pop; some notable programmes
on Simon and Garfunkel; and Quiz Kid,
produced in co-operation with the National
Association of Youth Clubs and the National
Association of Boy’s Clubs. The network
was also successful in continuing its policy
of getting out and about to meet and mingle
with the audience. The Radio 1 Road Show
broadcast live during the summer from no
fewer than 30 seaside resorts; Tony Blackburn
and David Hamilton toured several cities in
a radio car; while Radio 1 Days Out at two
race meetings meant greater involvement with
motor sport.

Newsbeat continued with two editions a day
to provide a news and topical affairs service
in a style and format specially designed to
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appeal to younger listeners, without in any
way departing from the BBC’s traditional
journalistic standards of authority and re-
sponsibility. The programme again reflected
the zest and enthusiasm of the production team
in pioneering a new kind of radio journalism.
A longer-established Radio 1 programme,
which combines a fundamentally serious
approachwith popularappeal, is Jimmy Savile’s
Speakeasy. One edition dealt responsibly and
informatively with the subject of homosexual-
ity; another gave listeners the chance to hear
such speakers as Tom Jackson, Sir Geoffrey
Jackson and John Braine on nationalism and
patriotism.

Radio 2, meanwhile, consolidated the success
of its daytime programmes: in particular the
Jimmy Young Show which extended its range
still further in many special editions. These
included two on adult literacy, and eminent
guests such as Mrs. Rose Kennedy, Mrs.
Margaret Thatcher, Mr. Len Murray and Sir
Geoffrey Howe. Radio 2’s evening provision
for largely specialist audiences was strengthen-
ed with the introduction of a number of new
shows including Command Performance, Band
Parade, Among Your Souvenirs and the 26-
part series American Showmen about the great
American producers of musical shows. The
Sunday afternoon musical biographies have
continued with studies of Fred Astaire, Maurice
Chevalier, Richard Rodgers and Gracie Fields.
The Fred Astaire programmes were notable in
being able to draw on eight hours of recorded
conversation with their subject. Equally auth-
oritative — and entertaining as well — was a
series on Sir Noel Coward, written and nar-
rated by his biographer, Sheridan Morley.

The policy of co-production and co-opera-
tion with foreign radio organisations was
maintained throughout the year with a regular
Saturday evening placing. In addition, staff
from Radios 1 and 2 have continued to con-
tribute their expertise to EBU committees and
productions. Light entertainment series on
Radio 2 included several new quiz and comedy
programmes. Among them were the Women’s
Institute Quiz, The News Huddlines with its
emphasis on topicality, and The Morecambe
and Wise Show. The year also saw the return of
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many established popular series, including
The Navy Lark now - in its 19th year — the
longest-running ever.

Radio Sport has continued to increase its
audience on Radio 2 with an entertaining
mixture of action, news, commentary and the
use of personalities to provide analysis and
comment. Perhaps the highlights of 1975
sports coverage were the daily five-hour broad-
casts from Wimbledon which attracted record
audiences despite extensive coverage on tele-
vision. Flexibility was the key to the operation
and one of the successes of the commentary
team was its newest member, Christine Janes —
the former Christine Truman.

The focal point of the week’s sport, how-
ever, remained the 4%-hour Sport on Two on
Saturday afternoon which, throughout the
football season, carried exclusive live com-
mentary on top League matches and some-
times linked up to as many as 25 outside broad-
casts. The programme also went out and about,
three of its most adventurous editions being
presented from Wimbledon, Lords during the
Gillette Cup Final, and Silverstone on the
occasion of the British Grand Prix. To com-
plete a notable year, the Sports and Outside
Broadcasts Department was awarded two
trophies for its coverage of motor sport on
radio during 1975.

Radio 2 has continued to provide public
service information, with particular emphasis
on shipping forecasts, gale, flood and snow
warnings, and weather and motoring news.
Hourly news summaries, covering the latest
developments in all the main stories as well
as some lighter items, remain a feature of both
networks. An interesting development has
been an increased use of women announcers
for both news-reading and general program-
mes.

Radio 3

The year on Radio 3 was marked by a
number of innovations. Among them was the
first live intercontinental stereo relay, broadcast
from Tokyo at the end of the BBC Symphony
Orchestra’s Japanese tour. The orchestra gave
a total of 12 concerts in widely-separated parts
of Japan, achicving a high standard of musical
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performance and winning a well-earned ac-
claim in what was its most ambitious tour of
recent years. Another notable event was the
first BBC-2/Radio 3 joint opera relay — of
Ingmar Bergman’s much-praised production
for Swedish Television of The Magic Flute. In
general, more frequent joint concert relays
gave new impetus to radio and television
collaboration. Memorable among them were
the Edinburgh Festival Bernstein concert and
the First Night of the Proms with Mahler’s
8th Symphony.

The year also saw the successful establish-
ment of the BBC’s caretakership of the Robert
Mayer Children’s Concerts and - in British
Music Week in Munich — the first joint pro-
motion of British music abroad by Radio 3
and the Arts Council. This allowed listeners
at home to hear the Choir and Symphony
Orchestra of Bavarian Radio, conducted by
James Loughran, in a programme which in-
cluded Tippett’s Concerto for Double String
Orchestra and Walton’s Belshazzar’s Feast.
Once again there was generous provision for
opera lovers, including Birgit Nilsson in a
memorable Strauss Elektra live from Paris
conducted by Karl Bohm. Radio 3 listeners
also had the opportunity to hear the first
performance in this country of Benjamin
Britten’s earliest opera Paul Bunyan. With a
libretto by W H Auden based on an American
folk tale, it was written in America in 1941.
The cast included Peter Pears and Norma
Burrowes, with George Hamilton IV as nar-
rator.

Twentieth century music is featured in a
series of concerts given by the Symphony
Orchestra at the Round House. The pro-
grammes are based on a formula of one new
work, one revival and one masterwork. Com-
posers whose work has been performed re-
cently include Harrison Birtwistle, John Buller,
Sven David Sandstrém, Schoenberg and
Webern. Among the conductors for the Round
House season was Pierre Boulez, now — with
Colin Davis — one of the Symphony Orches-
tra’s chief guest conductors. He was succeeded
as Principal Conductor by Rudolf Kempe
who started his first winter season at the Royal
Festival Hall in October, with Janet Baker and

Ludovic Spiess as soloists in Mahler’s Das
Lied von der Erde.

Radio 3 again presented a number of ‘the-
matic’ evenings, including one devoted to the
music and culture of Wales. As well as Welsh
songs and choral singing, it featured a trans-
lation of a play by Caradog Pritchard and a
talk by Raymond Williams called Notes To-
wards a Definition of Welsh Culture. Among
the highlights of a Hungarian evening was the
first British performance of Gyorgy Ligeti’s
San Francisco Polyphony. Listeners were also
able to hear Why Did I Do It, an English version
of the Hungarian prize-winning documentary
about an attempted suicide, and Ted Hughes
introducing his translation of poems by Janos
Pilinszky.

A major feature of the year’s drama was a
cycle of plays reflecting the recent upsurge of
talent in the Australian theatre. The season
was introduced by a programme on the back-
ground to The New Australian Drama, con-
tributed by the Australian Broadcasting Com-
mission, and included Flash Jim Vaux, a
ballad-opera describing with Hogarthian vital-
ity the rise and fall of a convict who was
one of the country’s early settlers. Listening,
a new play by the leading American dramatist,
Edward Albee, commissioned and written
for radio, had its world premiére on Radio 3
in March. Other noteworthy new plays in-
cluded Peter Everett’s Cookham Resurrection,
an evocation of the life of Stanley Spencer,
while among the more distinguished players
to lend their talents to new works was Dame
Sybil Thorndike, recorded in her own home
with the entire cast of The Evening is Calm,
translated and adapted for radio from the
original by Paal Brekke.

Outstanding occasions were also provided
by a dramatisation of Plato’s Republic with
Leo McKern as Socrates, and by Raymond
Raikes’s farewell production — after 30 years
in radio — of his own translation of Iphigenia
in Aulis. His rich and distinguished career
embraced the whole field of drama from the
great classics to works by contemporary writers
and included the Dick Barton series.

Some fascinating theatrical history was pro-
vided by Basil Dean in three talks in reminis-
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cent vein. Another notable' talk was Lord
Clark’s on Michelangelo, while the Cambridge
critic, F.R.Leavis, and the novelist, Henry
Green, were both the subjects of successful
literary features. A radio portrait of the
Pasternak family, and of the social and cul-
tural milieu in which Boris Pasternak grew up
was presented by Sir Cecil Parrott in The
Pasternaks - a Family Portrait. The centenary
of the birth of Carl Gustav Jung was also
marked by a portrait programme, compiled
and presented by Ean Begg. It contained
reminiscences from Jung’s daughter and grand-
son, as well as from his secretary, Aniela Jaffe.

One of the most successful of Radio 3’s
regular talks series is Scientifically Speaking
which provided listeners with the opportu-
nity of learning about some of the new ideas
being pursued in various scientific fields. Al-
though the programme includes material not
previously published, its aim is always to
remain comprehensible to the intelligent lay-
man. Another long-running series, Words,
deals with a subject of which everyone has
experience. Many of the contributors are
people whose eminence is based on the way
they use words, and their observations often
throw new and unexpected light on familiar
usage. Individual reflections on current affairs
continue to be broadcast fortnightly under
the title Personal View. Contributors have
included Lord Trend, Lord Ashby, George
Steiner and Hugh Thomas.

Economy cuts meant a loss of three and a
half hours broadcasting a week and the in-
ability to °‘split the network’ during Test
Matches so as to continue to provide music
for listeners uninterested in cricket. Never-
theless, the listening figures suggest a slight
increase in Radio 3’s audiences over the year,
culminating in Christmas week when the net-
work had a daily patronage figure of one
million. Its average weekly patronage figure
is getting on for four million.

Radio 4

The experiment in broadcasting from Parlia-
ment, together with coverage of the Common
Market Referendum campaign, made the year
an historic one for Radio 4. Aswellas providing
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listeners with as much factual exposition as
possible of the EEC issues, it also had the task
of reflecting the lively national debate which
preceded the vote. Early on, a special unit was
set up to co-ordinate coverage which consisted
both of contributions to regular programme
strands and of special programmes. Today,
for example, sent Charles Wheeler and John
Timpson to report from a number of European
cities, while in the period immediately pre-
ceding the Referendum it presented eight items
about particular aspects of the Common Mar-
ket. From the Grass Roots mounted four
Common Market editions, one from each of
the countries comprising the United Kingdom.
Analysis and It’s Your Line also broadcast
special editions, and there were appropriate
contributions to such programmes as From
Our Own Correspondent. The special program-
mes included Europe — Year of Decision, a
three-part series composed of both fact and
argument. In one edition listeners heard
Edward Heath in discussion with Anthony
Wedgwood Benn, and in another Roy Jen-
kins and Enoch Powell tested each other’s
opposing viewpoints. A comprehensive re-
sults service was broadcast on Friday, 6
June, with, at 10.00 pm, an extended pro-
gramme of analysis and comment, Europe:
Yes or No 2.

The experiment in broadcasting from Parlia-
ment began the following Monday when Radio
4 carried a live outside broadcast of the Ques-
tion Time in which the Prime Minister made a
statement about the result of the Referendum.
It was an unprecedented occasion and public
interest in it was reflected by the increase in
the listening audience for the time of day.
Live broadcasts of this kind, however, were
only one element in the experiment. The great
bulk of Parliamentary broadcasts consisted
of extracts from debates and Question Time,
recorded and edited on tape and used to
illustrate news bulletins and current affairs
programmes. As might be expected, the fullest
excerpts were heard in Today in Parliament
and its morning repeat Yesterday in Parlia-
ment which were extended from 15 to 30
minutes for the length of the experiment. The
opportunity was also taken to increase the
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number of ministers and MPs whose views
were reported in these programmes.
Throughout the year, the network’s five
daily current affairs magazine programmes -
Today, The World at One, PM, News Desk
and The World Tonight — continued to cover,
each in its characteristic style, the main events
of the day, both serious and light. In October
The World at One celebrated its tenth anni-
versary and, little more than a month later,
William Hardcastle, who had been its pre-
senter from the very beginning, died. Not
long afterwards Andrew Boyle, the pro-
gramme’s founding editor, took up new duties
for the BBC in Scotland. Together, he and
William Hardcastle had pioneered a new
approach to radio journalism. They success-
fully launched PM, the daily magazine which
broke new ground in creating an audience for
news and current affairs at five o’clock in
the afternoon. It was, of course, Hardcastle
with his unmistakeable voice, ebullient micro-
phone personality and skilled interviewing
technique, who was known to the listening
public. But both men shared a passion for their
craft and a deep concern with presenting
current affairs vividly and simply. It is, no
doubt, a tribute to their flair that The World at
One so often made news as well as reporting it.
As always, Analysis continued to conduct
a weekly survey of some aspects of world
affairs in a longer perspective and at a more
leisurely pace. The subjects it dealt with in-
cluded such constant domestic preoccupations
as the economy, the railways and the National
Health Service, as well as international issues
such as Spain, Yugoslavia, NATO, and fears
about the spread of nuclear weapons. Among
the more eminent figures whom it interviewed
in depth were the Prime Minister and the new
Leaderof the Opposition, Mrs. Thatcher. Other
topical subjects were discussed in the net-
work’s regular phone-in programmes -
Tuesday Call, It’s Your Line, From the Grass
Roots, and Voice of the People. It’s Your Line,
for instance, mounted programmes on cancer,
alcoholism, local government and ageing.
Not all of its editions followed the same pattern.
A two-hour ‘special’ about dying and be-
reavement took the form of a documentary

followed by a phone-in which provided some
impressive and moving testimony. More prac-
tical — though not always less weighty — sub-
jects tended to predominate in Tuesday Call:
family planning, money, home dressmaking
and pets among them.

As part of the economies announced early
in 1975, Radio 4 now broadcasts some pro-
grammes simultaneously with Radio 3 during
the daytime on Saturday and on Tuesday
evening. The initial changes led to some loss
of audience and in the autumn Saturday
broadcasting on Radio 4 was largely rede-
signed. One very successful innovation was a
programnme of popular classical music, pre-
sented by Robin Ray and lasting over 59
minutes, which preceded the 12.55 p.m. weath-
er forecast. Later in the afternoon Weekend
— the magazine programme produced by the
Woman’s Hour team - and Thirty Minute
Theatre, both of which had been dropped
for a time, were restored. Another change was
the retiming of the shared Radio 3 programme
Music of the Masters which now follows the
play. This meant dropping 4th Dimension
which had been designed as a three-year
experiment to see if Radio 4 could draw an
audience of children. Despite its freshness
and attractiveness, the programme did not
succeed in doing so, and its discontinuation
led to virtually no protest from the public.
Another Radio 4 economy — the simultaneous
broadcast of Radio 3’s Tuesday evening con-
cert — has proved popular with many of the
audience, despite a few complaints about what
some listeners see as a departure from the
principle of ‘generic’ radio.

Radio 4’s strong literary tradition was fully
maintained with the regular reflection in its
programmes of a wide variety of books. In
With Great Pleasure a number of well-known
figures — Lord Hailsham, J. B. Priestley and
Hermione Gingold among them - presented
selections from their favourite poetry and
prose. In Storytime there were readings from
Conrad’s Victory, Margaret Drabble’s A Sum-
mer Birdcage, P. G. Wodehouse’s Heavy
Weather and Arthur Askey’s Before Your
Very Eyes; while George Eliot, Evelyn Waugh,
Hugh Walpole, O. Henry and Marghanita
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Laski were among the writers whose work
was featured in A Book at Bedtime. Drama-
tisations of classic and near-classic novels
have always had an honourable place in
Radio 4’s output and the year under review
was no exception. Among the novels success-
fully adapted for The Sunday Serial were Great
Expectations, The Charterhouse of Parma,
The Return of the Native and Jamaica Inn.
In the year of the bicentenary of Jane Austen’s
birth it was fitting that Persuasion should
feature in Storytime and Pride and Prejudice
in The Sunday Serial. A portrait of Jane
Austen was presented in Pride and Sensi-
bility, while Pleasure and Prejudice was a
conversation about the pleasures of reading
her novels. Other literary anniversaries marked
on Radio 4 were the centenary of Edgar
Wallace’s birth and the 25th Anniversary of
George Bernard Shaw’s death. Three of
Shaw’s plays were broadcast — Caesar and
Cleopatra, Arms and the Man and Captain
Brassbound’s Conversion — while I loathe being
called George was a documentary based on
his correspondence with the BBC over the
years. The many other playwrights whose
work was broadcast on Radio 4 include
Ibsen, Chekhov, Noel Coward, Mustapha
Matura, Bill Naughton and William Douglas-
Home. One of the most interesting produc-
tions was Cause Célébre, Sir Terence Rat-
tigan’s first play for radio, based on a Bourne-
mouth murder case of the 1930s and with a
cast headed by Diana Dors. A notable event
in the year’s drama calendar was the 25th
Anniversary of The Archers, celebrated not
only on radio but also by a television docu-
mentary about the making of the programme.

On the eve of the American Bicentennial
celebrations, an American historian, Daniel
J. Boorstin, was an appropriate choice as
Reith Lecturer. Under the general title
America and the World Experience he talked
about the cultural, social and political impact
of American civilisation. Later, two centuries
of Anglo-American relations was the subject
of Yanks and Limeys, a series of eight feature
programmes presented by Ian Mclntyre and
produced by Michael Mason. Radio 4 list-
eners also had an opportunity to hear another
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six of Michael Mason’s Plain Tales from the
Raj. In another documentary series This
Europe Now Malcolm MacEwan investigated
the attitudes adopted in different European
countries to the pros and cons of conservation.
Among the outstanding single documentaries
of the year was The Trial of Adolf Eichmann,
a 90-minute narrative written and produced
by Alan Burgess and spoken by Edgar
Lustgarten.

Light entertainment programmes have
always formed a valuable strand of Radio 4’s
output. This year saw the continuation of
many well-established favourites as well as
the introduction of three newcomers. Two of
these were light-hearted panel games -
Quote . . . Unquote and What’s it all About
— featuring a variety of well-known contes-
tants. The third — Oh, Get On With It! — was
a comedy series based on a succession of
revue-type sketches and starring Kenneth
Williams, Lance Percival and Miriam Mar-
golyes.

Local Radio

Although the Crawford Committee on
Broadcasting Coverage recommended that
the BBC should be allowed as an experiment
to establish up to a dozen additional small-
scale local stations in the more rural parts of
England, the Government subsequently de-
cided that this — together with the greater
part of the Crawford Report — should be
referred to the Annan Committee on the
Future of Broadcasting. However, the BBC
was able to go ahead with a short closed-
circuit experiment at Barrow-in-Furness, one
of the areas suggested by the Crawford Com-
mittee as suitable for small-scale local radio.
‘Radio Barrow’ was run by a team of eight
people — producers, engineers and secre-
taries — and originated its own programmes,
consisting almost entirely of speech, for up
to three hours a day. At other times it carried
the output of Radio Carlisle, or Radios 2
or 4. Of course, none of its programmes was
actually broadcast; they were heard over
loudspeakers in the coffee lounge of Barrow’s
Civic Hall and over the local hospital’s closed-
circuit broadcasting system. Recordings of
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the output were also played to the people of
Barrow and BBC staff.

Local reaction was enthusiastic and the team
conducting the experiment concluded that a
permanent small-scale station would have no
difficulty in originating programmes for two
hours a day. The BBC hopes to experiment
with other forms of community radio, possibly
on an even more modest scale, but it is satisfied
that ‘Radio Barrow’ has already provided
convincing evidence that the type of station
recommended by the Crawford Committee
is viable.

Meanwhile the BBC’s 20 existing stations
have continued throughout the year to pro-
vide a service designed in each case to meet the
needs of the local community. As always, news
and information constitute the backbone of
the service. It was in keeping with this tradition
that the stations were eager to take advantage
of the experiment in broadcasting from
Parliament to include in their programmes
recorded extracts from debate and Questions
and Answers dealing with issues of particular
local interest. All the stations received special
reports and some of them — London, Birming-
ham, Sheffield and Merseyside — as many as
14 or 15 each during the 20 Parliamentary days
of the experiment. All 20 stations kept their
audiences in close touch with the progress of
the Common Market Referendum campaign
as it affected their own localities. Referendum
items were included regularly in the news
output of most stations and some had a regular
referendum °‘package’ in their breakfast-time
sequences. Each station provided a number
of special programmes — some as many as
six — while a number of stations set up their
own public forum debates. All stations tried
to ensure that those who wished to ask ques-
tions of the campaigners had opportunities to
put them.

Access broadcasting of this kind has always
been a feature of local radio, but recently there
has been a significant increase in the importance
both the stations and the communities they
serve attach to it. At one station, Radio
Medway, there are now six local organisations
producing their own programmes with special-
ist assistance from the station staff. The Kent

County Constabulary have developed their
own police magazine MZKA; the Kent
Social Services Department produce their own
monthly programme Who Cares?; and the
Citizen’s Advice Bureau deals with listeners’
problems over the air each fortnight, taking
action later to ensure that difficulties have been
satisfactorily solved. Illustration of the extent
to which stations have become involved with
their communities is provided by the response
to Radio Nottingham’s Open Day (which drew
more than nine visitors a minute throughout)
and Radio Manchester’s arrangement with
the local authority whereby consumer special-
ists are seconded to the radio station.

Local stations have always attached great
importance to religious broadcasting. In His
Name, the weekly united act of worship broad-
cast by Radio Humberside, has now visited
over 220 different chapels and churches in the
station’s area. On Radio Birmingham acts of
worship are broadcast from synagogues,
mosques and Sikh and Hindu temples, as well
as from Christian churches. At the Inter-
national Festival of Religious Broadcasting
held in Seville in October an entry by Radio
Manchester won first prize in the category of
religious songs.

On a lighter note Local Colour, a magazine of
Yorkshire tales broadcast by Radio Leeds, can
claim the unusual achievement of giving birth to
a travelling theatre company, The Laikers,
whose performances are based on the pro-
grammes.

Prize-winning radio programmes
Radio Industries Club:

Programme of the Year: The World at One;
Radio Personality of the Year: Pete Murray

Variety Club of Great Britain:

Radio Personality of the Year: David Jacobs
UNDA International Festival of Religious
Broadcasting:

Awards won by the People’s Service for

Easter Day (broadcast on Radio 2) and by

BBC Radio Manchester in the category of

religious songs.

Music Trade Association:
Award for the best speech record for 1975
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went to the BBC in association with Argo
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In television

for T. S. Eliot read by Alec Guinness. Labour
The British Racing and Sports Car Club: 6 broadcasts of 10 minutes
The Roy James Trophy for the most sig- Conservative

nificant contribution to the furtherance of
motor sport went to Radio Sport. The same
department also won the Lombard-RAC
Trophy for the most outstanding coverage
of the RAC Rally.

Awards for DJs:

Noel Edmonds was voted top DJ by readers
of the Sun newspaper and the Record Mirror
and he also won the Carl Allan award for the
second year running; John Peel was voted
top DJ by polls in the Melody Maker, the
New Musical Express and Sounds; Alan
Freeman’s Saturday afternoon programme
was voted top radio show by readers of the
Melody Maker and the New Musical Express;
Johnnie Walker was given an award as top
international DJ at a Billboard forum in
New York.

Awards for Local Radio:

BBC Radio Medway won the Conoco Jet
Trophy for its motoring programme Wheels;
Dhramendra Gautam, one of the presenters
of BBC Radio London’s Hindi/Urdu pro-
gramme Jharoka was presented with the Sikh
Siropa for his services in improving com-
munity relations in the London Borough of
Ealing; Susan Davis of BBC Radio Stoke
was runner-up in the ITT Creed competition
for local radio journalists and also gained
second place in the Catherine Pakenham
Memorial Award Contest for women
journalists.

5 broadcasts of 10 minutes

1 broadcast of 5 minutes
Liberal

3 broadcasts of 10 minutes

In radio

Labour

6 broadcasts of 5 minutes (Radio 4)

3 broadcasts of 5 minutes (Radio 1 & 2)
Conservative

6 broadcasts of 5 minutes (Radio 4)

3 broadcasts of 5 minutes (Radio 1 & 2)
Liberal

3 broadcasts of 5 minutes (Radio 4)

1 broadcast of 5 minutes (Radio 1 & 2)
In addition to these national network broad-
casts by the main parties, the Scottish National
Party and Plaid Cymru were allocated party
political broadcasts in Scotland and Wales
respectively during 1975, as follows:

In television

Scottish National Party

3 broadcasts of 10 minutes (in Scotland)
Plaid Cymru

| broadcast of 10 minutes (in Wales)

In radio

Scottish National Party

2 broadcasts of 10 minutes (in Scotland)

1 broadcast of 5 minutes (in Scotland)
Plaid Cymru

1 broadcast of 10 minutes (in Wales)
The party political broadcasts between 1
January and 31 March 1976 were as follows:

In television

Labour
o 2 broadcasts of 10 minutes
Party political broadcasts & Conservative
broadcasts by Members of 1 broadcast of 10 minutes
Parliament )
In radio
Party political broadeasts Labour
For the calendar year 1975 party political 2 broadcasts of 5 minutes (Radio 4)
broadcasts were as follows :— 1 broadcast of 5 minutes (Radio 1 & 2)
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Conservative
1 broadcast of 5 minutes (Radio 4)

Ministerial broadcasts

The following ministerial broadcasts were
given between 1 April 1975 and 31 March
1976:

The Rt Hon Harold Wilson, Mp (as Prime
Minister) on BBC-1 and Radio 4 on 20 August
1975, on the counter-inflation campaign.

The Rt Hon William Whitelaw, mp (for HM
Opposition) on BBC-1 and Radio 4 on 21
August 1975, in reply to Mr Wilson.

The Rt Hon Edmund Dell, mp (Labour),
John Nott, Mp (Conservative) and David
Steel, mp (Liberal) on BBC-1 and Radio 4 on
22 August 1975 — a three-party discussion on
points raised by Mr Wilson and Mr Whitelaw.

The Rt Hon Michael Foot, mp (Secretary of
State for Employment) on BBC-1 on 29
December 1975 on the implementation of the
Equal Pay Act.

Budget broadcasts

The following Budget Broadcasts were given
in the same period:

On 15 April 1975 The Rt Hon Denis Healey,
Mp (Chancellor of the Exchequer) broadcast
on BBC-1, BBC-2 and Radio 4.

On 16 April 1975 The Rt Hon Sir Geoffrey
Howe, Mp (for HM Opposition) replied to Mr
Healey on BBC-1, BBC-2 and Radio 4.

During the parliamentary year, 1 October
1974 to 30 September 1975, there were 664
appearances by Members of Parliament in
television network programmes. In radio net-
work programmes there were 2,166.

News

The first major news story at home was con-
cerned with the constitutional innovation of
the National Referendum on membership of
the EEC. The campaign leading up to the poll
was a taxing time for editorial judgment. The
‘weight’ of public speakers lay in the pro-
European camp, and editors were hard put to

keep a balance with equal coverage of the
anti-Marketeers. It had been earlier decided
as a matter of principle that coverage should
be on a 50/50 basis even though this did not
reflect the balance of opinion in Parliament.
This the BBC managed to do in what both
sides subsequently agreed was a fair presen-
tation of the argument.

In the referendum itself the BBC relied for
the first time entirely on its own resources to
cover the results. In a highly successful oper-
ation, local radio stations and regional
newsrooms put reporters at every count, who
flashed results to their colleagues producing
the special national television and radio
programmes in London.

The year under review brought a new
dimension of urban violence to Britain and
with it special problems for BBC News. These
highlighted the sometimes conflicting demands
which can arise between police requirements
and the journalistic impulse to report to the
public as fully as possible. First at a London
restaurant, then in a flat, armed men held
ordinary members of the public hostage, and
listened continuously to the radio in the hope
of hearing news of police counter-moves from
news bulletins.

In co-operation with the police, BBC Radio
withheld certain information, which it was
thought might help the gunmen, even to the
extent of holding back news of the release of one
hostage at the request of the police, This co-
operation went a stage further when a girl was
kidnapped in London. In an unprecedented
move, the BBC and the press kept totally
silent until the girl was found unharmed more
than a week later, thus vindicating the vclun-
tary embargo. Any suppression of information,
no matter how good the reason, is bound to
cause concern to editors, but talks between
editors and the appropriate authorities took
place to work out procedures which would not
only enable the media to carry out their task
of keeping the public properly informed, but
also avoid loss of life.

The outbreaks of violence, including in-
discriminate bomb attacks on the general
public, inevitably captured the headlines on
several occasions but, far more frequently,
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news bulletins reflected the continuing themes
involving the political, economic and in-
dustrial life of the country: the Government’s
counter-inflation measures; unemployment;
the failures and successes of industry; the flow
of North Sea oil; the devolution proposals to
give Scotland and Wales a greater say in their
own affairs; and the attempt to find a peaceful
solution to the problem of Northern Ireland.
The BBC’s specialist correspondents followed
and reported these developments and their im-
plications with an emphasis on explanation
and background information to set events in
their proper context. The importance of these
themes was underlined by the appointment
of a UK North Sea energy correspondent
based in Scotland, of Scottish political and
economics correspondents and of a local
government correspondent in radio and of a
business correspondent in television.

The Parliamentary Broadcasting experiment
in 1975 had an encouraging outcome when the
House of Commons, on 16 March 1976,
carried the following motion by an impressive
majority: ‘That this House supports the pro-
posal that public sound broadcasting of its
proceedings should be arranged on a per-
manent basis.” The House of Lords came to a
similar conclusion without a vote. The ex-
periment itself had placed a considerable
strain on BBC staff and technical resources.
In four weeks, and in far from ideal conditions,
about 450 reports were produced for national
networks, regions and local radio stations,
and there were almost 22 hours of live broad-
casting of debates. A regular service of parlia-
mentary broadcasting was expected to start
late in 1976 or early in 1977.

Perhaps the political event of the year at
home was the totally unexpected resignation of
the Prime Minister. BBC news and current
affairs bulletins and programmes rose to the
occasion by mounting, at very short notice,
special coverage of Mr Wilson’s decision and
his political career, as well as the election of
his successor within the Parliamentary Labour
Party.

The task of reporting events abroad has
been particularly challenging over the last 12
months, not least because in the present
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economic climate foreign expenditure, always
a big item in news budgets, has had to be
monitored with special care.

Major news stories followed one another in
rapid succession, calling for the fast and ex-
tensive deployment of reporting teams around
the world. In much of their work — Vietnam
and Cambodia, the developing crisis in
Southern Africa, Portugal, Lebanon, the Cod
War - arduous (and, not infrequently, danger-
ous) physical conditions were compounded by
restrictions on freedom of movement or on
free reporting.

It is perhaps appropriate here to note that
with very great reluctance it was decided, at
the end of July, to withdraw Mark Tully, the
Delhi representative/correspondent. This step
was taken because the Indian Government
was requiring all foreign newsmen to sign a
document severely curtailing their ability to
report freely and accurately about the highly
significant changes in the Indian political
scene. Rather than give an inaccurate picture
of events, it was thought better to withdraw
Tully and the Delhi office has been put on a
care and maintenance basis. At the time of
writing there seemed little hope of an early
return, although no open breach with the
Indian Government had resulted.

BBC reporters went with the Royal Navy
frigates into the waters off Iceland during the
Cod War to report the harassing of trawlers by
Icelandic gunboats. In the nature of the
manoeuvres at sea it was clearly desirable from
a reporting point of view for camera crews to
operate from both the Royal Navy ships and
the Icelandic gunboats. Some extremely in-
formative film was obtained by this means.

Brian Barron’s half-hour special report on
the fall of Saigon was the culmination of
outstanding coverage of the final phases of the
Vietnam War. Barron had stayed behind,
after most of his colleagues, including other
BBC news teams, had been ‘lifted out’ in the
final American evacuation. He later emerged
safely with his story.

Lebanon, another theatre of war, had been
and still was, at the time of writing, an ex-
tremely hazardous assignment for any foreign
correspondent. Chris Drake, over along period
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of great strain, supported by visiting camera
crews and other staff, carried the burden of
his Beirut post with courage and uniderstanding
of the tangled strands in this ferocious and
destructive civil war.

In Northern Ireland no less than in the
Levant, the cumulative pressure on news staff
continues, much of it now borne by those
permanently based in Belfast.

In a year when the nature of television news
and television reporting has been the subject
of considerable public debate, much thought
has been given at all levels, to the task of what
the Editor, News & Current Affairs has sum-
marised as, ‘capturing the attention of the
people we are talking to and then increasing
their understanding’. It is worth adding that
the broadcasting journalist is not addressing
only the readers of The Times or the Guardian,
of the Daily Express or the Sun. He is broad-
casting to all of them at the same time and to
many others who do not read a newspaper at
all. There is no easy solution to the challenge.
In the year under review new formats have
been devised and fresh thinking has been
brought to bear on old problems. Both radio
and television news, under new editors, face
the future determined to maintain and where
possible improve standards in 1976-77.

Religious Broadcasting

The ‘Closed Period’

The so-called ‘closed period’ has shaped the
pattern of religious television on Sunday
evenings since the nineteen-fifties. From that
time until the present the period between 6.15
and 7.25 pm on Sunday evenings has been
reserved by the BBC and ITV for broadcast-
ing. Until January 1972 the Minister of Posts
and Telecommunications (formerly the Post-
master General) required that no television was
transmitted between these times except (a)
religious broadcasts; (b) outside broadcasts of
events, the timing of which were not in the
broadcasters’ control; (¢) programmes in the
Welsh language and (d) programmes for the

deaf. In practice the ‘closed period’ became
almost synonymous with religious television.
When the Minister announced his intention
no longer to exercise his powers to control
television hours, both the BBC and IBA an-
nounced that they would continue as before,
the former declaring roundly that it ‘has no
intention of reducing its present provision of
religious programmes, nor of dispensing with
the advice of the Central Religious Advisory
Committee, nor of initiating any reduction in
the length or the religious content of the
closed pertod.’

At the time of writing the situation is chang-
ing under the impetus of evidence given to the
Committee on the Future of Broadcasting by
the Central Religious Advisory Committee.
The Committee indicated that it would not be
averse to some flexibility in the timing of
religious television programmes if the arrange-
ments could be agreed between the two broad-
casting authorities. This encouraged the BBC
to investigate the possibility of new arrange-
ments which might better serve both religious
broadcasting and the public at large. The
established pattern had certainly had the
attraction of maintaining religious programmes
at favourable transmission times but it had
done so at the cost of, on the one hand lumping
most of them together at a time when many
people particularly interested in them were in
church, and on the other of giving those not
interested no genuine alternative.

After thorough discussion at meetings in
October 1975 and February and March 1976
the Central Religious Advisory Committee
gave its recommendations to the broadcasting
authorities in the following terms:

1. There should continue to be at least 70
minutes of religious television on Sunday even-
ings on BBC-1 and ITV.

2. Thirty-five minutes of this output should
be screened at the same time on BBC-1 and
ITV terminating together, if possible, at 7.15
pm.

3. The Committee supported the declared
proposal of BBC to schedule Anno Domini or
future comparable programmes at 10.15 pm.

4. The Committee supported the declared
proposals of ITV to continue its output in one
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70-minute period. The Committee would pre-
fer this to be from 6.05 pm to 7.15 pm with the
option of occasionally moving the earlier part
of that output to between 4.00 pm and
6.05 pm.

5. The Committee welcomed the assurance
from the BBC that BBC-2 programming
between 6.05 pm and 7.15 pm would be of a
similar kind to that previously broadcast at
that time, and understood that BBC-1 would
replace the religious programming previously
carried in the earlier part of the former ‘closed
period’ with family-type viewing.

The recommendations have now been
accepted both by the BBC and the IBA and the
changes in the timing of the BBC programmes
will take place in April 1977. They will be
subject to review after a reasonable period.

Prize-winning programmes

In the year under review the BBC had a number
of successes in two international festivals of
religious programmes. The first of these was
the Fourth International Christian Television
Festival held in Brighton last May. In the
Youth and Family Viewing section See You
Sunday (originally a BBC-2 series for young
people) was the outright winner and in the
drama section The Cornet Lesson, a short
play by Roy Kendall, got an Honourable
Mention. In the opinion of many people pre-
sent this latter programme, though it did not
get a main award, was the best thing in the
whole festival. Certainly it won an ovation
accorded to no other programme.

Similar success was achieved by the BBC in
the Premio Unda Sevilla, the biennial inter-
national festival of religious radio programmes.
The prize awarded to a People’s Service con-
ducted by Canon Peter Firth gave particular
satisfaction because that programme was
part of the regular output of religious broad-
casting rather than a special prestige production
mounted with a festival audience in mind.

Television

The religious magazine Anno Domini, first
shown in the Autumn of 1974, has established
itself firmly in the schedules during the last
year. The second series, like the first, con-
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sisted of 10 programmes and its range was
very wide. Apart from programmes on exor-
cism, popular preaching and tours of the
Holy Land it covered such varied topics as the
religion of American Indians, human rights
in South Korea and a powerful portrait of
Father Joe Walikewski, a Roman Catholic
priest working among desperately poor people
in Peru. Distinctively, one programme set out
to identify the top ten of religious music, in
which the top favourite of all turned out to be
The Old Rugged Cross.

After a longish break in the summer Anno
Domini returned again in the autumn, this
time with 17 programmes. Some topical events
were covered, including the Archbishop of
Canterbury’s Appeal to the Nation and the
General Assembly of the World Council of
Churches, held in Nairobi, but some of the
most successful broadcasts were those not con-
nected with particular events. A programme
about Canterbury Cathedral was memorable,
as was a sharply contrasting portrait of
Tibetan Buddhism including some extra-
ordinary film made available to the producer
by the Dalai Lama himself of his flight from
his homeland.

Religious programmes on BBC-2 have in-
cluded a new series The Light of Experience —
which seems to hold a good deal of promise
for the future. With a simple studio format of
words, pictures and music it allows one person
a week to express his or her search for the
spiritual. Archie Hill opened the series with a
stark but intensely moving honesty about his
mentally and physically handicapped son. In
the second programme Dr Sheila Cassidy
talked about the way in which her disciplined
life of prayer helped her through torture and
imprisonment in Chile. Not all the contributors
have spoken about suffering but all have
sought to convey some of the things they have
experienced most deeply.

Radio

Though religious radio attracts less public
attention than its television counterpart its
audience is numerous and faithful. All the
well-established programmes have held their
own during the past year. Prayer for the Day
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and Thought for the Day are heard and talked
about by many. Those responsible for the
latter are particularly aware that in matters of
religion one man’s meat is another man’s
poison. A speaker who attracts large numbers
of admiring letters may also receive severe
criticism; in religious programmes it is a rare
contributor indeed who pleases everyone.
Such a one was perhaps the Reverend John
Jackson who broadcast in Prayer for the Day
regularly on Monday mornings for several
years. Sadly, he died in 1975 very shortly
after his retirement as a Methodist minister.
His cheerful voice and kindly shrewdness
won the affection of many and very varied
listeners.

The Daily Service remains in form un-
changed though, for reasons of economy, it is
now occasionally recorded. Other services,
Sunday Morning Service on Radio 4, People’s
Service on Radio 2 and Choral Evensong on
Radio 3, happily remain live broadcasts.
Sunday Half Hour continues to please and, to
judge from audience research, it is the old
favourites well sung which give most satis-
faction.

But religious radio is not entirely the
mixture as before. Chapter and Verse is a new
venture altogether. It is a religious books
programme, presented by Gerald Priestland
and Mary Craig. It not only reviews new
books but recalls old ones it thinks worth
making available again; and occasionally it
moves a bit away from books to music or
religious art.

In a lighter vein Ray Moore has presented
Banners and Bonnets a lively miscellany of
Salvation Army music. This, Gospel Road with
CIiff Richard, and a Welsh programme called
Come Alive have alternated at 8.00 am on
Sundays, on Radio 2.

One disappointment has been the fate of
Contact, the late night counselling programme
referred to in last year’s report. It was a victim
(the only one in religious radio) of the cuts in
programming caused by financial stringency.
When radio after midnight stopped it was
moved to earlier placings where it failed to
establish itself appropriately. It is the intention
to reintroduce it or something similar in due

course, for Contact showed conclusively the
value of such direct broadcasting to those
needing advice and help.

Educational broadcasting

During the year the BBC provided more than
3,200 programmes for schools and nearly half
that number for those interested in further
and adult education. The cost was met from
licence revenue. In the calendar year 1976,
the BBC is providing about 1,100 hours of
television and 900 hours of radio in support
of the 99 courses or part courses prepared by
the Open University. As in other years, the
cost of these programmes will be met in full
by the University out of funds provided by
the Department of Education and Science.

One aspect of educational broadcasting has
been profoundly affected by the economic
situation. Early in 1975 it was realised that a
considerable rise in the prices of the publica-
tions and other support material for educa-
tional series was inevitable to enable their
production to continue as a self-financing,
although non-profit making, operation.
Accordingly, the service was re-shaped, prices
were increased, the number of pamphlets for
pupils was reduced and a new type of booklet
which combined notes for the teachers and
material for use by the students was intro-
duced. The total number of sales fell by about
33 per cent but the loss of revenue was less
than had been expected.

July 1975 saw the introduction of major
improvements in the arrangements for the
off-air recording of school broadcasts by
schools and other educational institutions.
After protracted negotiations the rights’
owners conceded two facilities essential to
the better use and exploitation of school
broadcasts. The growing numbers of resource
centres were permitted to record and circu-
late copies of programmes to the institutions
they serve, and the time for which recordings
made by schools or resource centres could be
retained was extended from one year to three.
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Further and Adult Education broadcasts are
still subject to agreements restricting retention
of recordings to one year.

Major developments during the year have
been concentrated in Further Education
broadcasting. The most ambitious was the
BBC Adult Literacy Project, a contribution
to the national campaign against illiteracy.
This comprised a television series and asso-
ciated publications for students, a radio series
and handbook for volunteer tutors and a
liaison unit to put potential learners and
teachers in touch with their local authority
agencies. By the end of 1975, the unit had
received 10,000 calls and the BBC had sold
50,000 copies of the workbook.

School Radio

School Radio has continued to provide a
very wide range of programmes for pupils of
all ages between five and 18. Listening in
infants’ and primary schools continues to
demonstrate the strong allegiance of teachers
to the movement, music and drama series as
well as to the provision of stories and poetry
by The Music Box, Time and Tune, Music
Workshop, Music Makers and Singing To-
gether. For secondary schools the listening
figures illustrate the diversity of specialised
needs which determine teachers’ choice o
programmes and the importance of such
English series as Listening and Writing, Books,
Plays, Poems and Speak, modern languages,
especially French and German for older
pupils, History in Focus, Our Changing World,
The World of Work and Inquiry.

By exploiting the varied and rich resources
of radio, school broadcasting has achieved an
even greater variety of content and forms o
presentation within series and within indivi
dual programmes. These may draw upon
actuality, interviews, outside broadcasts,
studio talks and discussions, historic record-
ings from BBC Sound Archives, poetry,
dramatic interludes or full length drama pro-
ductions, music (some especially composed
and performed, including popular music in
the appropriate idiom for teenage audiences),
and natural and radiophonic sound effects.
This has enabled School Radio to provide
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important resource material which schools
can record and, under the new copyright
agreement, retain for three years. Increas-
ingly the schools use their tape recordings of
the programmes instead of listening at the
time of transmission. Some 92 per cent of all
primary schools and 97 per cent of secondary
schools are known to be equipped with sound
tape recorders.

Distinguished writers and speakers have
been commissioned not only for Listening and
Writing and Books, Plays, Poems among the
English series but also for Prospect and Art
and Experience for sixth-forms.

A current theme in many parts of the out-
put is the study of the environment. This may
be historical as in History, Not So Long Ago
for upper primary pupils, geographical in
Exploration Earth, scientific in Nature or
Discovery, or visual and artistic in the radio-
vision programmes of Art and Humanities. A
new venture in summer 1975 was OQutdoor
Education, presenting through radio and
radiovision many features of outdoor educa-
tion today including camping, mountain and
hill walking, canoeing and pony-trekking.

Another recurrent theme has been the
development of pupils’ interest in the use of
language and the pleasures and value to be
gained from reading, as in all the English
series listed in an appendix to this report.

This year the output in religious education
for secondary schools has been enlarged in
order to provide through the three broadcast
terms programmes which will support RE
courses for pupils in the 11-16 age range. For
sixth-forms Religion and Life continues. A
Service for Schools is School Radio’s much-
/alued contribution to religion and worship
in primary schools.

School Television

School Television, like other departments,
suffered financial cuts in 1975-76. Neverthe-
less the total of programmes transmitted for
schools was higher than ever — and promises
to be higher still in 1976-77. This has been
the result of increasing the number of repeats
from previous years, something which is
often educationally valuable.
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The number of schools, especially second-
ary schools, with video-recording equipment
has continued to increase steadily. Half of all
secondary schools and about two-thirds of
the larger ones (i.e. those with more than 800
pupils) now have this equipment. One effect
of this development has been to increase the
audiences, especially for secondary school
series, in some cases by 80 per cent over the
past two years. There is also evidence that
the video recorder is enabling teachers to use
programmes better and more selectively.

The year under review saw a number of
new developments in School Television. For
very young children, the pre-school series
You and Me was extended to five days weekly.
On the mornings of Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays the programmes continue to be
concerned mainly with spoken language,
whilst the Tuesday and Thursday afternoon
programmes are, respectively, concerned with
giving first insights into mathematics and
reading. The audience for this series is in the
home as well as in nursery schools and nur-
sery classes. For junior schools a new geo-
graphy series, Near and Far, was introduced
to replace People of Many Lands which had
run each year since the very beginning of
School Television in 1957. Near and Far is
designed to help pupils develop simple geo-
graphic skills and concepts and to encourage
them to compare their own and other en-
vironments. It thus reflects recent trends in
junior level geography teaching. Secondary
geography pupils also had a new series,
Europe from the Air, filmed at 12 different
locations throughout Europe. The series is
particularly suitable for use in recorded form
and it is expected that it will have a useful
life of several years.

Mathshow is a new mathematics series for
the younger end of the secondary school. It
uses humour both to stimulate involvement
in mathematics and to teach essential con-
cepts. The teachers’ notes and worksheets
provide carefully structured follow-up material.

Two new science series have also been
introduced, this year, for examination classes
in secondary schools. They are Physical
Science and Biology. The heads of science

departments in some 600 schools gave their
views on the content and treatment that they
thought these new series should adopt.
Perhaps as a result these series, even in their
first year, are being viewed respectively by
20 per cent and 28 per cent of all secondary
schools.

Further Education Radio

A change of emphasis that was already
implicit in the development of radio’s adult
education programmes was made explicit in
October 1975, when Study on 3 gave place to
Lifelines. This shift from an overt call to
study, which inevitably had most appeal
for already motivated listeners, took more
substantial account of those who, as one of
the BBC’s Further Education Officers ex-
pressed it, ‘have seldom, if ever entered an
educational centre since leaving school and
who may be at a disadvantage because of
unsatisfactory school experience. Such people
are not necessarily reached through conven-
tional adult educational channels but, given
the right social setting and the right stimulus,
they often reveal themselves to be thoughtful,
intelligent and keen to learn - lacking only
the knowledge of how to start and the confi-
dence to try.” While it may be questioned
whether Radio 3, which continues to carry
these broadcasts, provides exactly the appro-
priate outlet for the purpose, it is hoped that
a more deliberate attempt in programmes to
connect life-experience with study oppor-
tunities — to create in effect lifelines to
learning — will provide the right stimulus.

A further change, forecast a year ago and
introduced simultancously with the change of
title, has been a concentration on each week-
day evening on one set of audience interests.
Thus Monday’s Lifelines focus on home and
family affairs: in the first half-hour there have
been series, in succession, on Family Matters,
Families in Crisis, the One-parent Family and
Alternatives (to conventional family life-
styles); and in the second half-hour, series on
aspects of parent education, Coming up to
Five, Learning to Read and In and Out of
School. Tuesday’s programmes similarly con-
centrate on work and training. Three linked
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series, Why Work?, Who Manages? and
Organising the Organisation, were followed
by a second broadcast of the series, Going
Solo; while the second half-hour concen-
trated on short training series for language
teachers, volunteer tutors of adult illiterates,
agents for citizens’ advice, and (another re-
broadcast) for teachers of politics in further
education and secondary schools. Language
and communication provide Wednesday’s
theme, with the radio component of the
combined tv/radio course for beginners in
French, Ensemble and a new second-level
course in German, Wegweiser. Thursday’s
programmes look at the wider world: Foreign
Correspondent was matched with a second
broadcast of Professor Geoffrey Best’s illus-
trated lectures on contemporary aspects of
war and peace, Hawks and Doves, followed
by four one-hour studies of African Music;
thereafter there have been series on The Police
in Britain and The Parliamentary Process, and
a group of science-based Speculations explor-
ing selected topics on the frontiers of know-
ledge. To conclude the week, Friday evening’s
programmes appropriately concentrate on
leisure and recreation. The weekly magazine,
It’s Catching, was followed by a series of
Special Reports on particular spare-time
leisure and learning opportunities, and
alternating series on literary and musical
appreciation, Reading for Pleasure and Listen
Here.

Further Education Television

The output this year has included a number of
new major ventures in collaboration with
outside bodies. The autumn saw the launch-
ing of On the Move, the television component
of the BBC Adult Literacy Project which was
transmitted on BBC-1 in the early evening on
Sundays and attracted audiences of over two
million. Other major projects to be found on
BBC-1 and BBC-2 were Trade Union Studies
(made in collaboration with the TUC Educa-
tion Department and the WEA) and Ensemble,
a beginner’s French course, which has
associated with it a voluntary assessment
devised by the Cambridge Local Examination
Syndicate, and which, as already noted, was
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integrated with a radio series and course
book.

Another feature of the year’s output has
been the concentration of courses requiring
more commitment from audiences on BBC-1
on Sunday mornings, with some repeats in
the early evening on BBC-2. Examples of
such courses are Peter Donaldson’s Illustrated
Economics, language courses, and Dressmaker,
all of which have substantial associated
publications.

In the less specialiscd areas there have also
been some notable developments. In com-
munications studies Inside the News scored a
particular success and was later made the
basis of a ‘BBC-2 special’, scheduled for the
middle of the evening. In the same field,
Inside the Press, Images for Sale, Looking at
Documentary and Film as Evidence also
attracted much attention. Other series in-
cluded Middle East Choices for Tomorrow
(on the environment), Model World, Making
Toys, Politics Now, and Never 'Eard of
Paradise.

The long running series Parents and
Children and The 60 70 80 Show for the
elderly continued to be successful and numer-
ous series were offered in the area of sport,
careers, work and social/community matters.
Special programmes were made about The
Sex Discrimination Act and The Health and
Safety Act, whilst a large output continued to
be offered on both BBC-1 and BBC-2 for
colleges and for teachers.

Open University

With more than 55,000 students enrolled for
99 courses in 1976, the University increased
its weekly broadcast transmission hours. The
formal agreement between the University and
the BBC had provided a target level of 30
hours of television and 30 hours of radio
each week. By the use of early morning time
on BBC-1, it was possible in 1976 to allocate
over 33 hours of television per week, while
raising the radio allocation to 26 hours.
Meanwhile, with a view to the future, the
University appointed a Committee on Con-
tinuing Education under the chairmanship of
Sir Peter Venables, to make recommenda-
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tions about the role of the University in a
broadening provision for further education,
using all the learning media available. The
experience of several other bodies was repre-
sented on the Committee, including that of
the BBC, which took a particular interest in
its work. When the Committee published an
interim report in January 1976, putting par-
ticular stress on the need for widespread
collaboration and inviting further views from
all interested bodies, both the BBC and its
Further Education Advisory Council wel-
comed this co-operative approach and re-
sponded in the same spirit. It was recognised
at the same time that any substantial inclu-
sion of broadcasting in this provision would
require additional resources and additional
airtime.

Against this background it is significant
that the same year saw finance approved by
the Government with a clear cost limit for
the building of a new studio centre on the
university campus, designed to be operated
for the University by the BBC.

Local radio and education

The BBC’s 20 local radio stations between
them offer some 400 educational series
annually, and each station has a specialist
education producer who works in partner-
ship with local groups, both in schools and
adult education, and trains teachers and
others in production techniques. The value of
this in-service training has been recognised by
education authorities who second teachers to
stations in such numbers as finances allow.
Where a secondment scheme has had to be
suspended for financial reasons there is a
clear intention to resume as soon as possible.
Secondment not only imparts useful skills
but also results in the production of valuable
resource material tailored to meet the specific
needs of local schools. The use of local
station programmes as an element of in-
service training for teachers is currently the
subject of a schools council research project.
During the past year local stations have
made a considerable contribution to the
BBC’s Adult Literacy scheme in many ways
but perhaps most significantly in giving pro-

minence in general the

problems of illiteracy.

programmes to

Supporting services

BBC Publications and BBC Enterprises pro-
vide supporting services for the BBC’s
educational broadcasts. BBC Publications
produced in the school year 1974-75 more
than 11 million pieces of material related to
school broadcasts. In 1975-76 owing to
economic conditions, the number will be less
than eight million, including notes for the
teacher, pamphlets for the student, film
strips, wall pictures, pupils’ worksheets and
so on. For the adult student, BBC Publica-
tions produced about 700,000 items to
accompany further education series, includ-
ing gramophone records for the language
series, colour slides, and packs of teaching
material for group use. Many of these, while
closely related to a particular series, have
independent value.

BBC Enterprises supply a large selection of
BBC television programmes on 16 mm film
for sale and hire and on video-cassette for
sale only, for use by schools, universities,
colleges and other organisations, to support
educational or training courses. Many of
these are BBC Schools or Further Education
productions and most are available for sale
overseas.

Schools and Further Education liaison

The BBC continues to be guided in the
formulation of policy and in the planning of
the use of its resources for school broadcast-
ing by the School Broadcasting Council for
the United Kingdom, a body on which
professional associations of teachers, local
education authorities, the Department of
Education and Science, and other educational
organisations are represented.

In the field of Further Education, the BBC
is helped by an advisory body, the Further
Education Advisory Council, which is repre-
sentative of all branches of further and adult
education and which has two programme
committees to advise it in the areas of voca-
tional and non-vocational studies. Like the
School Broadcasting Council, it has educa-
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tion officers to keep it and the BBC in touch
with the members of the audience. The two
councils work closely together. Their year’s
work is reviewed on page 82.

The following sections give an account of the
year’s work in broadcasting in Northern Ireland
and the English Regions and Network Produc-
tion Centres. The Scottish and Welsh Broad-
casting Councils report separately.

Northern Ireland

For BBC Northern Ireland the main pre-
occupation during the year — apart from the
continuing need to report and fully reflect the
troubled situation in the province — was the
development of Radio Ulster, doubling the
output of local programmes and providing
the choice of a fifth BBC radio channel in
Northern Ireland. In the past any locally
originated radio programme in Northern
Ireland involved the loss to local listeners of a
network programme on Radio 4, and with the
ever increasing pressure of news and current
affairs there was less time in which to reflect
the other more encouraging and constructive
aspects of life in the province. The introduction
of Radio Ulster offered a solution by present-
ing listeners with an alternative service. Local
programme output was rapidly increased
from 14 to some 30 hours a week, about four-
fifths of the extra time being devoted to matters
other than news. There are now more music
and arts programmes, drama and stories, more
leisure and sports coverage, outside broadcasts,
programmes for young people and for hospital
patients, regular progress reports of one kind
or another, especially in the vital fields of in-
dustry and agriculture, more public access to
the microphone in series like Platform (where
non-political minority groups present them-
selves and their case to the public), and regular
Phone-Ins. There is more time to look at and
encourage progressive community activities,
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local intcrests and local entertainment. An
important innovation was Sunday Sportsound,
providing regular weekly coverage of Gaelic
sport and other Sunday events.

In television the major steps forward were
the extension of BBC-2 in colour by way of the
transmitter at Carnmoney Hill to the populous
Glengormley and Newtownabbey areas on the
outskirts of Belfast, the provision of BBC-1 in
colour from the Limavady station, covering
the greater part of North Antrim and North
Derry, and also a local service for Londonderry
city. Thus both BBC television services are now
available in colour to 83 per cent of the popu-
lation of Northern Ireland, while the mono-
chrome service has about 99 per cent coverage.

In radio, work was started on the con-
struction of a link into the cross-channel net-
work at Carlisle, and BBC stereo services
were expected to be available in most parts of
Northern Ireland by May 1976.

While the major programme developments
during the year have been in radio, with con-
tinuing extensions to the Radio Ulster output,
there has been no diminution in television
activity. Indeed, BBC television production in
Northern Ireland, at times approaching 6%
hours a week, was higher than ever before.
Scene Around Six, the nightly news and current
affairs magazine, continues to be watched
regularly by some 300,000 viewers and is
increasingly appreciated both for the breadth
and variety of its news coverage and for the
uncompromising quality of its reporting and
interviewing. Determined efforts are made to
highlight the more cheerful and creative
aspects of Ulster life and this was reflected in
programmes like the fortnightly arts magazine
Gallery, in music series such as Folk Weave,
Colour Me Music, Sounding Voices, and
concerts of chamber music televised from the
saloon of Castle Coole, an 18th century man-
sion in County Fermanagh and one of the
province’s major architectural showpieces.
There were several series featuring local artists
in programmes of comedy and light enter-
tainment, including Youwre On a further
collaboration between BBC Northern Ireland
and Radio Telefis Eireann, in which oppor-
tunity knocked this time for some 50 new-
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comers to the world of television entertainment
drawn from both sides of the Irish Border.

Two notable drama presentations on the
networks from Northern Ircland were John
Wilson Haire’s The Dandelion Clock, seen on
BBC-1 in Play for Today, and Brian Moore’s
The Emperor of Ice Creain, broadcast nationally
on Radio 4.

English regional broadcasting

There has been a celebratory theme to the
past year in the English regions. The Archers
and Come Dancing reached their 25th anni-
versaries, Nai Zindagi Naya Jeevan - the
programme for Asian citizens of the UK -
arrived at its 10th birthday, and Pebble Mill
- one of the younger programmes — transmitted
its 500th edition. All of these are products of
the Birmingham Network Production Centre.
They illustrate the capacity in the regions to
evolve ideas of lasting value. However, events
have been taking place which underline that
the regions are no more content to rest on the
laurels of the past than any other part of the
BBC. There have been new programmes with
new ideas and some building for the future.

In the eight television regions the staff
welcomed and responded to the challenge
provided by a second weekly regional pro-
gramme placed at 6.40 pm on Tuesdays for an
initial run of 10 weeks starting in January 1976.
It was a challenge because it gave programme-
makers the chance to reach a family audience —
including the younger members — which the
late-evening placing of the first weekly pro-
gramme had prevented. It was also a spot
which required them to follow the very popular
Nationwide and to meet some strong opposition
from ITV. The audience responded to them
with enthusiasm, and they are attracting some
41-5 million viewers.

From the Network Production Centres, too,
there have been new series — We British and
Terra Firma from Manchester, Saturday Night
at the Mill from Birmingham, and a new
television musical from Bristol — The Demo-

lition Man. Regional representation on the
BBC’s networks over the Christmas period set
something of a record.

The new broadcasting centre in Oxford
Road, Manchester has now been occupied
and is operational — though the financial
situation compels BBC North-west Regional
Television and the BBC Northern Symphony
Orchestra to wait longer than anyone would
have wished before they can move into the new
complex.

During the year the BBC told the Annan
Committee on The Future of Broadcasting
that the BBC ‘aims to include in its network
services more programmes produced by BBC
centres outside London’ and that it was ‘seeking
ways of devolving further to the National and
English Regions responsibility for matters
which concern regional broadcasting only...
The BBC also expressed a wish to ‘ensure the
Regions an effective voice in central decisions
which relate to both regional and network
broadcasting’. Regional Advisory Councils
gave a warm welcome to these statements.

Network production centres

Birmingham : Television

Pebble Mill, now in its fifth year of operation,
continues to thrive. Several milestones have
been reached in the period under review. The
45-minute lunchtime magazine Pebble Mill
found much material in the National Ex-
hibition Centre opened in February 1976 by
Her Majesty the Queen. The programme also
developed several new strands during the
year’s run. One of the most notable involved the
building of a house within the grounds of
Pebble Mill. This provided much programme
material over a three week period and ensured
a good start for the programme after the
summer break. A small nature reserve was
also set up in the grounds. Another change led
to Charlie Chester taking over from Roy Hudd
the weekly nostalgic glance at the world of
entertainment.

The drama unit, under David Rose, was
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responsible for 12 30-minute plays broadcast
as Second City Firsts, as well as four Plays for
Today, and the series of six 50-minute plays
Trinity Tales. The Centre also broke new
ground with its first opera production Gianni
Schicchi.

The Sunday Farming series broadened its
outlook during the summer to include country
pursuits. Day and Night, the weekly police
programme seen on Wednesday afternoons,
developed its authority. The Asian unit con-
tinued to broadcast on Sundays in both
television and radio, and is now offering help
and expertise to local radio stations which
wish to mount programmes of their own for
Asian listeners. Several features were con-
tributed to the series Lakeland Summer and
two documentaries concerning the mass
emigration from the United Kingdom to
Canada before and around the turn of the
century were made in conjunction with the
Film Board of Canada.

There were outside broadcasts from many
sporting locations in the Midlands, while
others reflected both the more serious and
more frivolous aspects of Midland life. Two
popular BBC-2 series — Gardeners’ World and
the snooker series Pot Black — were again pro-
duced by Pebble Mill staff. Finally, a late night
Saturday entertainment on BBC-1 was pion-
eered towards the end of the period.

Birmingham: Radio

Despite the economic situation it proved
possible to increase radio production staff in
the fields of drama, religious broadcasting and
serious music. Pebble Mill continued to con-
tribute a wide range of general programmes to
the networks. They included The Archers,
My Word, My Music, the Charlie Chester Show,
Top Tunes, Farming Week, Farming Today and
On Your Farm. Two programmes — From the
Grass Roots and Voice of the People - continued
to provide a valuable reflection of non-
metropolitan opinion in the field of current
affairs.

The Midland Radio Orchestra, under Norrie
Paramor, appeared in public concerts in
Cardiff and Preston, as well as playing at the
Royal Festival Hall in London and at the
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Royal Agricultural Show. It also continued to
make an important contribution to Radio 2.
Another series of live celebrity concerts from
Pebble Mill was again arranged for Radio 3
and proved successful. Documentary pro-
grammes covered the fields of medicine, social
services and the armed services. The situation
comedy show Home to Roost appeared for
another 13 editions.

The drama department, with two producers,
mounted no fewer than 29 separate pro-
ductions including contributions to Storytime,
30-minute Theatre, Saturday Night Theatre,
Afternoon Theatre and Drama Now. There
were special editions of My Word and My
Music at Christmas time as well as a remarkable
35-minute documentary ’Neath Bredon Hill
reflecting a year in the life of the Worcester-
shire village of Elmley Castle. The Centre
continued to contribute to Woman’s Hour,
Morning Story and the various network
magazine programmes. There were many out-
side broadcasts of sporting events, church
services and the agricultural show. Broadcasts
from the World Rowing Championships at
Nottingham were fed from Pebble Mill to
eight overseas countries.

Undoubtedly one of the most important
events of the year under review was the 25th
birthday of The Archers which fell — and was
duly celebrated - early in 1976. The occasion
gave rise to much sentimentality and goodwill,
which said a great deal for Tony Shryane who
has produced the serial since its inception.

Bristol: Television

In a year of notable documentary programmes,
the Bristol Production Centre won particularly
warm praise from critics and viewers for a
fascinating insight into the life and habitat of
the wolf in Following the Tundra Wolf, narrated
by Robert Redford. The World About Us con-
tinued to show the best work of wildlife film-
makers in all parts of the world, though one of
the most intriguing programimes in that series
was In Deepest Britain — a kind of nature trail
on film in the heart of the Cotswolds. For his
hour’s portrait of The Gamekeeper, Michael
Croucher went to a big estate in the West
Country. What on Earth Have We Done?
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examined the use which is being made of the
land.

The small but versatile production team
headed by John King followed up its series of
dramatised Country Tales earlier in the year
with two sharply contrasting programmes in
December: Demolition Man, a soul musical
starring two Americans, Jimmy Helms and
Kellee Patterson, and Simply Simon, featuring
the songs of Paul Simon, who was filmed in a
dockside warehouse in Bristol with an audience
of devoted fans. Arthur Negus continued to be
a regular contributor to Collector’s World and
viewers welcomed the return of his original
series Going for a Song — off the air for three
years.

Among programmes for children Animal
Magic continued to flourish quietly; Brainchild
was a panel game for youngsters; and boys of
Clifton College were filmed on an expedition
to Baffin Island in the Arctic. The Further
Education Department presented Play Sport,
10 programmes on different sports which are
seldom covered on television.

Bristol : Radio

In the autumn (1975) Bristol took over pro-
duction of the long-established series Down
Your Way. With Brian Johnston still doing the
interviews, the transition was carried out
smoothly, and there are enough places waiting
for a visit for the series to continue well into the
eighties.

In the field of drama, there were three major
Sunday night classic serials: Jane Austen’s
Pride and Prejudice, The Return of the Native by
Thomas Hardy and Jarnaica Inn by Daphne du
Maurier. The Jane Austen bicentenary cele-
brations were also marked by a discussion,
Pleasure and Prejudice, in which three admirers
discussed her novels. Another bicentenary,
that of the American War of Independence,
was marked by The View from Strawberry Hill,
a Radio 3 feature based on Horace Walpole’s
comments, in letters, on events leading up to
the war.

Natural History programmes continue to
be among the most popular broadcasts from
Bristol. The Living World and Wildlife main-
tain their freshness and popularity. Other

successful wildlife programmes included two
reminiscent programmes about village life in
the old days, Birds as Musicians, The Swanherd
of Abbotsbury and Attenborough Round the
World, another David Attenborough trav-
elogue. A spin-off from television was a radio
feature about the assault on Everest.

Other elements of the regular output from
Bristol show no signs of losing their vitality or
their support from listeners — Any Questions ?,
Any Answers?, Talking about Antiques, As
Prescribed, The Changing Past, Sounds Natural
and Music in Question, while the Academy of
the BBC — based in Bristol —added to its regular
studio recordings and public concerts for
Radio 3 with appearances on Radio 2 as well
as in Melodies for You,; and a successful concert
trip to Toulouse.

Manchester: Television

The major event of the year in Manchester was
the move to New Broadcasting House in
Oxford Road. The building was ready on
schedule and the main body of staff, including
radio and television production units and the
administrative departments, transferred in
high spirits and good working order over the
weekend of 14 July 1975. Since then, staff
from a total of six outlying buildings, including
the film units, transport, outside broadcasts,
and communications have moved in stages to
occupy new areas and to take over and work up
new facilities. This has been accomplished
while maintaining a high level of output to the
radio and television national networks.

The benefits gained from the majority of
staff working together under one roof are
evident in vastly improved working con-
ditions, better internal communications, and
a spirit of cohesive endeavour.

Nevertheless, there was a feeling of sadness
when the bulldozers moved in to demolish the
converted chapel in Dickenson Road, which
had served for so many years as the principal
BBC television studio in the North of England.
Inadequate it may have been, but it was the
scene of much creative innovation, the birth-
place of countless shows and the take-off point
for many distinguished careers and reputations.
It was not inappropriate that Val Doonican,
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who started his television career there, should
take his rocking chair out of ‘props’ to star in
a final programme.

Economic considerations caused a further
set-back in plans to provide, as part of the
complex, a concert studio for the Northern
Symphony Orchestra, which now must remain,
for the time being, at the Milton Hall. How-
ever, under Raymond Leppard, the orchestra
continues to build on an already high re-
putation and, for the first time, contributed a
series of television programmes to BBC-2.

The first programme to come from the
new 4,500 square foot television studio was
Manchester’s first current affairs series We
British, edited by Donald Baverstock and
presented by David Frost. An important part
in the series was played by the critical and far
from passive Manchester audience. After an
extended run We British was followed on
BBC-2 by Terra Firma.

Representative of the Factual Units’ output
were the series Living on the Land, Nairn’s
Football Towns and A Taste of Britain, all
programmes about where and how we live.

Manchester: Radio

Despite the cut-backs, Manchester again con-
tributed over 1,000 hours of broadcasting to
the four networks. On Radio 1, Quiz Kid came
back for an extended series of 21 programmes.
On Radio 2, the Northern Radio Orchestra
increcased their reputation with their first
public concerts, alongside the Midland Radio
Orchestra. Folkweave continued on Thursday
nights, and Reginald Dixon and Douglas
Reeve on Sunday mornings. From light enter-
tainment there were series with Les Dawson,
Mike Yarwood, Tony Brandon and Roy
Castle. The Sports Unit was at The Grand
National, the FA Cup semi-final at Hills-
borough, the Rugby League World Series,
Oulton Park, the third Test at Headingley, the
Dunlop Masters Golf at Ganton and the
RAC Rally. They also contributed to Treble
Chance and Brain of Sport.

On Radio 3, as always, the mainstay of
Manchester’s contribution was from the Music
Department. The Northern Symphony
Orchestra, apart from another excellent season
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of Master Concerts, were at Festivals at
Kendal, Hanley, Cheltenham, King’s Lynn,
Chichester and Newcastle-upon-Tyne. They
were also acclaimed, as were the Northern
Singers, for the first performance in Liverpool
Cathedral of Philip Cannon’s Son of Man. The
Singers made their fourth appearance at the
London Proms, and the BBC commissioned
six new works for them. In January there was
the European premiére of Britten’s Paul
Bunyan and also the first complete performance
of Bizet’s Ivan I'V. The division also covered the
EBU International String Quartet series and
the Leeds International Piano Competition.
From Drama Unit the highlights were Jump
by Ken Whitmore, Lost Yer Tongue by Peter
Terson, Zindal and Padstaff by Brian Thomp-
son, Round the Square by Philip Hobsbaum and
The Northern Drift. Altogether, there were 33
major contributions as well as material for
Storytime, Fourth Dimension and The Morning
Story. The very first play from our new Drama
Suite for Saturday Night Theatre was The Dark
Windows of a Room by Manchester play-
wright William Keenan.

On Radio 4, A Word in Edgeways, Gar-
deners’ Question Time and Round Britain Quiz
provided the backbone of our output, apart
from the usual regional editions of Woman’s
Hour and From the Grass Roots. There were
also Celebrations of Carmen, Sir Geraint Evans,
Dame Myra Hess and Isobel Baillie. There
were documentaries on workers’ co-operatives,
the GIs, and the workhouses, an important
four-part series on education called School
Report, and a moving Story of our Time about
a Borstal boy called Sam. A major 12-part
series on the understanding of the Bible was
called The People and the Book. For the first
time there were regular contributions to
Analysis by a Manchester producer with pro-
grammes on Ulster, housing, the Socialist Left,
the regions, and public expenditure.
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The English television regions

In spite of inflation and the continuing need
for economy, the English regions had an en-
couraging year. At the beginning of the period
under review, each of the regions was planning
to start a second separate weekly programme
of its own as part of the longer-term plan to
bring more local programmes to regional
audiences around the country. While many
developments in other departments were
cancelled or deferred, the second separate
programme went ahead, although it was
necessary to restrict the number to 20 rather
than the 40 programmes a year that had been
planned. The BBC-1 schedules were adjusted
for the new programmes, one of them being
placed soon after the popular regional nightly
news magazine in the early evening with the
other being placed rather later at night on
another day of the week. For the first time,
regional television managers were able to
broaden the range of their output, and to plan
it in such a way that younger audiences could
enjoy the regional programmes known to be
popular with whole families, while the
remainder of the output maintained its
traditional place at a later hour. Audiences
responded well to the whole range of pro-
grammes, which concerned many subjects,
including a dramatised documentary in the
North-east to celebrate the 50th anniversary
of the Darlington and Stockton Railway, and
an investigation in BBC West into the scourge
of Dutch Elm disease in Death of a Landscape.
From Leeds there was music of the region in
Brass Roots, and comedy from Manchester
with Tom O’Connor. An important series
from Southampton gave young people the
opportunity of appearing on television to
show off their talents and demonstrate their
interests. BBC East, at Norwich, piloted a
dramatised documentary called Promoted to
Glory, based on the lives of interesting
local people. And from Birmingham came the
immensely-moving account of the rehabili-
tation of a number of people seriously injured
in the Birmingham pub bombings; Just a Year
was transmitted a year to the night after the
explosions. The South-west, in collaboration

with Midlands, carried through a major in-
vestigation into the problems of people retiring
to Cornwall and Devon. Hundreds of people
took part in the programmes which reflected
every aspect of regional life from discussions
of the major issues affecting them, to films of
their enjoyment of leisure time and recreational
activities.

Another significant development is the in-
stallation of automatic equipment which
enables the regions to display their own
identities on BBC-1 at all programme junctions.
The development was pioneered in the North-
east and will be extended progressively to all
other regions in the months ahead.

Meanwhile, the regional newsrooms con-
tinued to play a vitally important role in
reporting life in England, both for the nightly
news magazines, and for national news in
radio and television. The country’s economy
dominated the news. Inflation, unemployment
and strikes were reported and analysed, as
were the major accidents and occurrences of
day-to-day life. But at a time when criticism is
sometimes levelled that the news is all bad, the
regions continued to take pleasure in reporting
the positive and significant achievements of
the regions in industry and elsewhere, of the
contracts won and the targets achieved. And
they have all searched for the stories of a
lighter nature. The regions made regular con-
tributions to Nationwide, and a large number
of programmes were shown throughout the
year in Network on BBC-2, which has done
much to make programmes originally de-
signed for regional audiences available to
viewers throughout the United Kingdom.

Appeals for charity

As in former years, the BBC broadcast regular
appeals on radio and television on behalf of
charitable organisations. Radio appeals were
placed in The Week’s Good Cause at 11.10 am
each Sunday on Radio 4, and television appeals
were transmitted on BBC-1 usually at 6.50 pm
on the third Sunday of each month. In January
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1976 The Week’s Good Cause celebrated its
fiftieth anniversary, a charitable appeal having
been broadcast on BBC radio every week
since early in 1926.

The total amount received in response to
all regular television appeals in 1975-6, in-
cluding those broadcast in the national regions,
was £185,483. The largest sums raised were as
follows: Multiple Sclerosis Society £13,717;
Henshaw’s Society for the Blind £12,241;
Elderly Invalids Fund £15,444; Canterbury
Cathedral £18,838; Home Farm Trust £28,500;
Oxfam £18,989; Possum Users’ Association
£16,240.

The total of all Week’s Good Cause appeals
during the year was £236,834 including the
Salisbury Diocesan Association for the Deaf
and Hard of Hearing £4,446; Ex-Services
Mental Welfare Society £6,273; St. Martin’s
Christmas Fund £29,254; Malcolm Sargent
Cancer Fund for Children £5,540; Queen
Alexandra Hospital Home £5,617 and nine
further appeals each over £3,000.

The customary Christmas Day appeals on
radio on behalf of the British Wireless for the
Blind Fund raised a total of £64,263. On BBC-1
on Christmas Day the appeal on behalf of the
NSPCC raised £8,262. The BBC’s own annual
appeal for Children in Need of Help (radio
and television) raised £16,741.

One emergency appeal was broadcast, for
victims of the Guatemalan earthquake. The
overall result of this appeal, which was made
on BBC and Independent Television and
through the national press, was £1,273,652.

Audience reaction

The continuous Survey of Listening and
Viewing, in the course of which some three
quarters of a million people were interviewed
during the year, revealed that the proportion
of the population with colour television in the
first quarter of 1976 was 53-8 per cent, com-
pared with 47-2 per cent a year earlier. This
increase was, however, only half as great as the
increase in the preceding 12 months. Most
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other people have monochrome uhf television
sets, on which they can receive all three channels
in black and white. Those still using vhf sets
to receive BBC-1 and ITV only (in mono-
chrome) are now no more than 3-5 per cent of
the population.

The average amount of viewing per head
of population per week throughout 1975-76
was 17 hours 24 minutes, a little lower than
1974-75: 17 hours 39 minutes per head. There
had been some exceptionally large audiences
in the summer of 1974 for the World Cup, and
in the first few months of 1976 the amount of
viewing was slightly below normal.

Radio listening (excluding Independent
Local Radio) in 1975-76 amounted to an
average of eight hours five minutes per head
per week, compared with eight hours 43
minutes per head per week last year, which
itself was 20 minutes per head lower than in
1973-74. This is in large part the effect of com-
petition from Independent Local Radio.
Though the amount of listening to Indepen-
dent Local Radio has been in question ever
since these stations came on the air, the re-
visions to the suite of computer programmes
needed to incorporate ILR listening in the
regular weekly and quarterly analyses have
only recently been completed. In the first three
months of 1976 ILR listening was found to
have amounted to one hour six minutes per
head of population per week, giving a total
listening level for all services (BBC and com-
mercial) in that quarter of nine hours per head
per week. Corresponding figures for the first
quarter of 1975 are not available, but it seems
clear that some listeners have switched more
often to ILR. Total listening may, in fact,
have gone up. (Measuring local radio listening
in terms of hours/minutes per head of total
population of the United Kingdom is a con-
venience when dealing with the amount of
listening as a whole. It does, however, ignore
the fact that ILR is available to no more than
three-quarters of the population, and BBC
Local Radio to considerably less. It also needs
to be borne in mind that the BBC local stations
are on the air with locally originated material
for less than half the time that the other
services are being broadcast).
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The extent of public satisfaction with current
BBC programmes is regularly monitored by
means of a question in the continuous survey.
Replies in respect of television programmes
were a little less favourable in 1975-76 than
they were a year earlier, particularly in the
summer months of 1975, when the need for
economy resulted in a larger than usual number
of repeats. Satisfaction with radio programmes
also proved less emphatic than in most recent
years, but the difference was only slight.

The largest BBC television audiences of the
year were recorded on Christmas Day with
Morecambe and Wise and Some Mothers Do
’ave *em topping 25 million. The annual Miss
World and Eurovision Song Contests came
close behind with about 24 million. Of the
regular series, the biggest attractions proved
to be The Generation Game and The Two
Rornies, both of which were seen each week
by about 18 million viewers, with many other
light entertainment series drawing between 12
and 15 million. Similar sized audiences were
attracted by the American imports Kojak and
The Invisible Man (14 million), by the short
season of Carry On films (13 million) and by
the drama series When the Boat Comes In
(12:5 million). Other noteworthy drama series
were The Brothers and Poldark, with audiences
of 11 million and almost nine million respect-
ively, whilst the new plays broadcast under
the title of Play for Today were seen by, on
average, six million. Documentary series tend
to have audiences of varying size, depending
on the subject matter, the average for the main
BBC-1 series being about five million. Note-
worthy amongst them were the three entitled
The Changing Face of Medicine, which were
particularly well received by their viewers.
BBC-1’s main News at 9.00 pm had audiences
averaging a little under eight million, as did
Nationwide earlier in the evening. Panorama
was seen each week by about four million.

It’s a Knockout still headed the audiences for
outside events, being seen each week by almost
14 million viewers. Superstars came hot
on its heels at about 13 million, Match of
the Day followed with 10-5 million, while
Sportsnight had an average audience of nine
million.

Among children’s programmes the ever
popular series Dr Who had audiences of 10
million, Basil Brush eight million, Crackerjack
6-5 million and Blue Peter some five million.
The quiz Top of the Form was seen on average
by 135 million viewers.

BBC-2 gained 10 million viewers for its
showing of The Goodies, and The Waltons re-
mained popular, being watched each week by
nearly six million people. Audiences for the
classics on BBC-2 were generally in the region
of one to two million, a notable exception
being Moll Flanders which had an audience
approaching six million.

Tom Browne’s Top Twenty was the most
popular radio series of the year, gaining an
average audience of just under seven million,
followed by Junior Choice with 5-5 million on
Saturdays and just over four million on
Sundays. The audience for Family Favourites
remained stable at about 4-5 million. Among
other regular programmes Jimniy Savile had
an audience of 2:5 million, Yowr Hundred
Best Tunes and Woman’s Hour 800,000,
Gardeners’ Question Time 750,000, Beat the
Record 500,000, Jack de Manio Precisely,
Three in a Row 450,000, and Motoring and the
Motorist 400,000,

The 8.00 am news on Radio 4 is listened to
by just over three million people, while the
section of Today which immediately follows
this bulletin still commands an audience of
two million. Both the 1.00 pm News Bulletin on
Radio 4 and Newsbeat on Radio 1 have
audiences of two million (the later edition of
Newsbeat has 350,000 listeners). PM has an
audience of 700,000.

There was little difference between the
audiences for the 7.00 am-9.00 am and 9.00 am
—noon sequences on Radio 1 and Radio 2,
Radio 1 averaging nearly three million
listeners and Radio 2 more than 2-5 million
over both periods, while Radio 4’s largest
audience was in the earlier 7.00 am-9.00 amn
period, when an average of over 15 million
people were listening.

Intensive studies of the coverage of the EEC
Referendum campaign on television and
radio revealed little dissatisfaction on the
score of bias. What little there was earlier on
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almost disappeared as Referendum Day ap-
proached. The evidence of audience research
suggests that few people seemed to know much
about the EEC and its institutions at the be-
ginning. In so far as they were better informed
at the end, it would seem that broadcasting
made some small contribution to their knowl-
edge. There were distinct changes in what
people felt to be the key issues as the campaign
progressed, but there was no indication that
this was the result of exposure, either to
specific programmes or to the coverage as a
whole. The studies confirmed that simple
hypothescs, such as that the broadcast coverage
of the referendum campaign directly in-
fluenced the outcome, are implausible. Some
arousal of interest may have occurred, some
information may have been conveyed, but
there is no support for the view that broad-
casting either ‘told people what to think’ or
even ‘what to think about’.

The four-week experiment in broadcasting
Parliament was warmly welcomed, about two-
thirds of those who listened going further and
claiming that they were both more interested
and better informed about the matters that
they had heard debated. The appeal of the
broadcasts was attributed mainly to a height-
encd sense of involvement, but some rudeness
and seemingly uncouth behaviour among MPs
seems to have surprised many and disgusted a
few. The experiment began with Question
Time on 9 June, 1975 (when the EEC Refer-
endum result was announced), the background
noise making it difficult for some to follow.
However, there was general agreement that
the broadcasts should continue, even amongst
those whose interest in politics is minimal.

Preliminary reports on two studies of how
people spend their time, one made in September
1974 and the other in February 1975, were
prepared during the year. Besides showing how
many and what kinds of people are available
to listen or view at different times of day, they
contained a good deal of information likely to
be of importance to a wide variety of users
outside broadcasting. A good deal more
analysis has to be completed before final com-
prehensive reports can be compiled for
publication.
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A substantial national survey, in which
qualified engineers accompanied Audience
Research interviewers, established certain facts
about the numbers and kinds of radio sets
that people use, including that about 62 per
cent have access to vhf sets, that some 15 per
cent have stereophonic radio listening facili-
ties, and that about six per cent of all listening
is to car radios.

BBC Programmes
Complaints Commission

The BBC Programmes Complaints Com-
mission adjudicated on six cases in the 12
months covered by this report. In each case
the complainant had alleged unfair treatment
by the BBC in a programme. The Commission
found as follows (in summary):

Messrs. T. Elliott & Sons

Messrs T. Elliott & Sons, a firm of footwear
retailers, complained about critical references
to themselves in two BBC programmes That’s
Life in March 1974 and Nationwide in June
1974, and that they had been singled out by the
BBC for criticism. The Commission con-
cluded that the manner of presentation in the
Nationwide broadcast unfairly ridiculed
Messrs Elliott but that their remaining com-
plaints of unfairness were not justified.

MrJ.E.H. Simon

MrJ.E. H.Simon made nine complaints about
a television documentary programme Who is
buying up Britain? broadcast in November
1974 in which he was mentioned and in which
the BBC made use of his private correspon-
dence. The Commission upheld Mr Simon’s
complaint on two points: that the BBC were
unfair in quoting from the correspondence
textually without authority and that the parts
quoted gave a misleading impression of the
whole correspondence.

The remaining complaints relating to dis-
cussions with Mr Simon about a possible
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interview, alleged trespass and factual errors
were not upheld by the Commission.

Lord Stokes

Lord Stokes, then Chairman of British Leyland
Motor Corporation Ltd (BLMC), complained
to the Commission about an item broadcast
in the Today programme on 15 July which he
felt not only contained serious errors of fact
but also amounted to an unfair attack on his
personal integrity. The BBC agreed on 15 July
in discussion with BLMC that part of this
broadcast required amendment, and a brief
statement of correction was accordingly made
in the Today programme the next day. Lord
Stokes, being dissatisfied with the BBC’s
action, wrote to the Commission on 16 July.
Unfortunately his letter did not reach the Com-
mission; its existence only came to light
several weeks later. In the absence of any
communication from Lord Stokes either direct
to the BBC or via the Commission, the BBC
believed that they had dealt with the matter
with BLMC’s concurrence.

In these circumstances the Commission did
not uphold Lord Stokes’ complaint of unfair
treatment.

Schoolcare Ltd.

Schoolcare, a firm manufacturing iron-on
name tapes, complained of an item in a
Checkpoint broadcast on 30 August 1974 in
which their product was criticized. The Com-
mission upheld complaints of unfairness in
respect of the broadcast as a whole, including
the editingof aninterview withthecomplainant.
They also upheld the complaint that the BBC
had unfairly failed to honour a promise to
retain material recorded but unused. The
Commission did not uphold the complaint
that insufficient prior information about the
subject matter of the broadcast had been
provided.

MrA.R. Marsh

MrA.R.Marsh, the owner of property used
in the filming of an episode in Survivors broad-
cast in April 1975, complained that the BBC
made use of his farm and woodland against his
express wishes and instructions. The Com-

mission did not uphold the complaint. They
held that the BBC had obtained from the
tenant permission to film at the farmhouse and
on the land leased to him and had taken
reasonable steps to satisfy themselves that he
was entitled to give permission.

The Commission also found that the BBC
did not use the complainant’s woodland.

The Association of the British
Pharmaceutical Industry

The Association of the British Pharmaceutical
Industry complained that a Nationwide ‘Con-
sumer Unit’ programme of 14 January, 1975
about National Health Service pharmaceutical
costs was unfair and damaging to the British
pharmaceutical industry. The Commission
concluded that the complaint was justified and
that a remedy would be provided if the BBC
made appropriate arrangements for a pro-
gramme giving a balanced presentation of the
facts and of the differing points of view, so
that the public might be able to form their own
judgment on the issue raised.

At the end of the year under review the BBC
and the Association of the British Phar-
maceutical Industry were considering means
of giving effect to this reccommendation.
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External Broadcasting

Programme staff working in the External Ser-
vices may occasionally bemoan the fact that
they do not have the close day-by-day rela-
tionship with their audiences which their col-
leagues in radio and television enjoy. But as
the later section on audience studies makes
clear, evidence has once again not been lacking
of the BBC’s wide following in many parts of
the world. That evidence suggests that the
BBC has a larger regular audience, worldwide,
than any other external broadcaster. It indi-
cates, further, that in many areas — in the Arab
world, in the Indian sub-continent, in West
Africa ~ the relevant BBC Services have a
sufficiently large audience to rank as widely
accepted alternatives to the local media and
often have a larger following than all their
competitors taken together. This is true for
instance for the Indian sub-continent, where
the latest survey of listening to the Urdu Ser-
vice among urban adults in Pakistan indicates
a regular following of 28 per cent, whereas
Moscow, Peking and the Voice of America
have a following of only two per cent each and
Deutsche Welle one per cent.

Statistics, even when they are encouraging,
are however no substitute for direct contact
with listeners and for direct evidence of the im-
pact of broadcasting. One source of evidence
is listeners’ letters, of which there have been
more this year than ever before. Many of these
letters, of which, sadly but predictably, even
after Helsinki, few now come from behind the
Iron Curtain, reveal the intensely personal
relationship which listeners have with the BBC
and the extent to which they feel dependent on
the BBC’s broadcasts. They are the letters of
people who have a deep desire for contact with
the outside world and for a dependable account
of world developments. These people look to
Britain both as a source of accurate and objec-
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tive information and as a living proof that
democracy is a viable way of life to which they
feel able to continue to aspire, however un-
promising local political conditions might
seem. The state of dependence in which they
find themselves becomes more acute where the
local media, through the inadequacy of their
services or through censorship and political
manipulation, fail to provide what listeners
are looking for. The annual report of the Inter-
national Press Institute confirms that, far from
improving, the situation is getting worse each
year. In barely 30 of the 143 member countries
of the United Nations can it now be claimed
that freedom of information genuinely exists,
and this in spite of the fact that the right of
free access to information is enshrined in the
UN Declaration of Human Rights.

The corollary of that situation is to be found
in the intermittent irritation caused by BBC
external broadcasts among foreign govern-
ments. That irritation grows with the extent to
which such governments seek to control the
information which reaches the public. It is a
measure of the wide gulf which exists, in terms
of the free dissemination of facts and ideas,
between western parliamentary democracies
and much of the rest of the world, where gov-
ernments seek as a matter of course to utilise
the media for their own purposes or at the
very least to conceal what is embarrassing.

For example, in Brazil what gave offence
was, first, the attention paid in the Brazilian
Service to the visit to London of Archbishop
Helder Camera, a saintly and unworldly figure
not viewed with favour by the Brazilian auth-
orities, and later the account, also in the
Brazilian Service, of the Amnesty Interna-
tional Report on the treatment of political
prisoners in South America, including Brazil.
Indian official annoyance was caused by the
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echoing in programmes to India of British
reactions to the Indian emergency, while in
Spain it was the reficction amongst others of
the views of the democratic opposition, which
had not had access to the local media, and in
the Somali Republic it was the detailed docu-
mentation, in a study published in Britain and
reported in the Somali Service, of the growing
Soviet influence in the Horn of Africa.

But it is perhaps in relation to the commu-
nist world, and more particularly to the Soviet
Union, that the conflict between sober and
dispassionate reporting and comment on the
one hand and official attitudes and suscepti-
bilities in the countries concerned on the other
has been at its most acute. The Soviet Union
chooses to read into the Final Act of the
Helsinki Conference an undertaking on the
part of the western democracies that not a
word of criticism of its policies shall hence-
forth be broadcast and it therefore professes to
be greatly incensed by the BBC’s reflection of
the continuing scepticism of British public
opinion concerning the value of the Helsinki
agreement and the true intentions of the Soviet
Union. In communist terms broadcasting is
inevitably seen as part of the ideological arm-
oury of government and thus responsive to its
policies and to the policies and interests of the
political ruling class. Hence the renewed at-
tempts made of late by Moscow Radio to dis-
credit the BBC External Services not only with
British public opinion and with listeners in the
world at large but also with its own public at
home. Solzhenitsyn, on the other hand, when
he called on the External Services during his
visit to Britain in January, expressed the view
that the BBC should be even more uncompro-
mising in its broadcasts to Russia and in its
coverage of Soviet affairs.

All this illustrates in one way and another,
the continuing truth that the External Services,
as the expression of a free and open society
and of its values, cannot afford to gloss over
what may seem to some to be inconvenient and
better left unsaid. Nor can it become a vehicle
for the dissemination of certain ideas to the
exclusion of others. They can neither be a
direct instrument of diplomacy, nor part of the
apparatus of government-to-government rela-
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tions. Nor can they be a means of propaganda
if by propaganda is meant the selection and
distortion of facts in order to achieve a politi-
cal end. It is the fact that the BBC continues
to be neither that constitutes its value both to
its listeners and to the country.

News bulletins for the world

The events of the past year have been a con-
tinuing challenge to External Services News
Department in its task of presenting and ex-
plaining the news to a world-wide audience.
Unfortunately, many of these events have fol-
lowed recent trends in making that task more
difficult. With the end of the long war in
Indo-China, more parts of the world became
almost unreportable. There are now few coun-
tries left in the whole of Asia that are freely
open to Western journalists.

The most important country to impose limi-
tations, and very severe ones, on both the
domestic and the foreign media was India after
the declaration of the State of Emergency. The
censorship then imposed led to the BBC with-
drawing its Chief of Bureau in Delhi. It could
be argued that in doing so the BBC was de-
priving its listeners, that some reporting — even
under ‘censorship guidelines’ — is better than
none. In some cases that may be true. But the
BBC’s millions of listeners, both in India and
elsewhere in the world, were accustomed to
certain standards in the reporting of Indian
affairs. Once these standards could no longer
be applied this had to be made clear.

The same trend of restrictions on the work
of journalists, and of expulsions, has also been
growing in Africa, but there is no sign of de-
cline in the demand for accurate and uncen-
sored news, not least in those countries which
have been affected by restrictions.

At home, major news stories have included
the EEC Referendum, political developments,
and - a continuing topic - the country’s
struggle with inflation. The External Services
have tried to report these fairly with the same
standards of balance and objectivity which are
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applied to news from other countries. Inevit-
ably, in times like these there has been some
gloomy news to report. There have also been
successes to record in, for instance, the pro-
gress towards curbing inflation or the develop-

2nt of North Sea oil. There have been critics
of the presentation of British affairs on the
grounds that the bulletins carry too much ‘bad’
news. But if those critics were to see how
British news is often presented in foreign news-
papers and on foreign radio and television they
might be more ready to understand the value
of the contribution made by BBC news cover-
age as a corrective.

One of the most encouraging developments
of the year was BBC Radio’s experiment in
broadcasting from Parliament. This was a dis-
tinct asset to BBC news broadcasts in the
External Services.

As in previous years, one of the satisfactions
has been the considerable evidence of appre-
ciative listening abroad to the BBC as a main
source of knowledge of what is happening in
Britain and the world. To the news staff at
Bush House one recent letter stood out be-
cause it was from a fellow professional of some
distinction. Malcolm W. Browne, Eastern
Europe correspondent of the New York Times,
wrote in the course of a letter:

‘I can only say that the BBC serves not only
as a beacon to ordinary listeners, but as a
standard against which all news correspon-
dents of the free world compare their own
work. During much of my own career I
have been entirely cut off from other sources
of information - in Vietnam, Pakistan, the
hinterlands of South America, the Spanish
Sahara and so forth — but for the BBC. 1t
has enabled me to maintain a perspective
without which my own reporting would
have suffered. It seems unfair that the
British Government and people alone
should have to bear the cost of this match-
less enterprise, but there is obviously no
alternative. One can only hope that Britain
will sustain the will to go on with the BEC
more or less as it is. BBC is, for the free
mind, what Oxfam is for the hungry.’

Language services: general and
programme developments

Western and southern Europe

With Britain now firmly in Europe, the broad-
casts in German, French and Italian devoted
increased attention to developments of com-
mon European interest, as well as to British
initiatives and events in the countries con-
cerned, such as the Anglo-French Cultural
Month in Toulouse in January, the English Art
Today exhibition in Milan and the British con-
tribution to the Bologna Book Fair.

Current economies have reduced hours of
broadcasting in French and German by an
hour-and-a-quarter and an hour a day respec-
tively. Even these cuts, however, were put to
some use. Despite reduced resources both ser-
vices have combined with World Service in
English to provide on a single medium-wave
channel a round-the-clock sequence of broad-
casts in the three languages. This is intended as
a first step towards — resources permitting — an
integrated, multilingual broadcast from Lon-
don addressed specifically to the heartland of
Western Europe. Current affairs programmes
have also becn strengthened in German and
French and it is noteworthy that rebroad-
casts by German language stations in
Europe of programmes originally transmitted
by the BBC German Service (mainly corre-
spondents’ despatches and comments) are cur-
rently running at an annual rate of over 5,000,
with domestic stations in the Federal German
Republic taking up more than two-thirds of
this total.

The political ferment in the Iberian penin-
sula, first in Portugal, then in Spain has pre-
sented the corresponding BBC services with
both opportunities and problems. The success
of the Portuguese Service in providing quick,
objective and coherent information about
Portuguese events and Western reactions to
them soon made these broadcasts a significant
factor in internal politics there. Attacks on the
Service from both left and right followed.
Lapses in professional standards by some
members of the Service led to publicity in the
UK and accusations of left-wing bias, followed
later by a well-orchestrated campaign of vili-
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fication against the BBC by Communist media
world-wide. It is worth noting that such extre-
mist media in Portugal itself have recently,
without explicitly withdrawing their allega-
tions, again been urging their followers to
listen to London as a reliable and sufficiently
untainted source. In Spain, on the other hand,
the growing audience to the service from Lon-
don, which provides an accurate account of
foreign reactions and important statements
not carried by Spanish networks, has caused
intense — and highly mixed - official reactions.
These ranged from formal protests and nomi-
nal sanctions to a continuing search for in-
creased cooperation with the Spanish Service
by all these networks and the rebroadcasting
of a good deal of the less controversial material
originated by it.

Despite the issue of Cyprus which has not
only bedevilled relations between Turkey and
Greece, but thrown a shadow on the view
taken of Britain in both countries, support for
broadcasts from London has shown no sign
of lessening. A statistical survey recently car-
ried out in the major cities of Greece indicates
that about half-a-million people there tune
into the Greek Service at one time or another,
while well over 100,000 listen to it once a week
or more. In Turkey, the broadcasts from Lon-
don again seem to have attracted the usual
wide interest, judging from correspondence
which is currently running at the rate of 7,000
letters a year.

Eastern Europe

There has been little evidence of the ‘spirit of
Helsinki’ in official Eastern European attitudes
towards the BBC language services broad-
casting to the area. Reactions varied from
country to country, but interviews were more
often than not refused by visitors from the
communist world, visas for BBC staff were
denied in Czechoslovakia (where jamming
continues to be applied) and Hungary, and
strictures were expressed throughout the area
about the free broadcasting of information.
Such strictures werc, however, often two-
edged, as for instance in an officially sponsored
book published in the Soviet Union at the time
of the Prime Minister’s visit there early in
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1975: ‘The usual tone of BBC programmes to
socialist countries differs from the broadcasts
of other imperialist stations in showing a cer-
tain restraint. . . . The BBC - a subtle tool for
influencing the minds of listeners — is utilised
in accordance with a jesuitically refined method
by the English bourgeoisie.” Such scant statis-
tical information as can be obtained about
audiences for foreign broadcasts in the coun-
tries in question suggests that the BBC lan-
guage services directed to that area do indeed
more than hold their own against both the
domestic media and their foreign competitors.
Nevertheless, listeners in Eastern Europe have
the same right as listeners elsewhere, to expect
that their circumstances are known and under-
stood, and their needs met in broadcasts from
London. With these aims in mind, increasing
emphasis has been placed by the services con-
cerned on the interviews in depth with journ-
alists and other qualified personalities recently
returned from this area and on unscripted dis-
cussions between experts to illustrate the rele-
vance to Eastern European listeners of
developments in the West.

As usual, broadcasts concerning statements
by distinguished dissidents, such as Solzhenit-
syn and Academician Sakharov, references to
major infringements of human rights and in-
formation about the various currents of
opinion in the Communist movement have
been the subject of protests both in the local
media and through government channels. A
relatively new Soviet technique in this area has
been the use of ostensibly personal letters from
private citizens, strikingly similar in their
wording.

Overseas services — general

The countries where the languages of the
BBC’s Overseas Services are spoken are the
ones where change has been most striking in
the past year. They are the countries where
wars, revolutions, the discovery of new wealth
and the expansion of industrial development
are most in evidence. For many of the listeners
it has been a momentous year in which some
have caught a whiff of the revolution of rising
expectations while others have seen their
expectations crushed by tyrannical régimes or
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political disasters. At such times the stability
and reliability of the familiar voices speaking
from London are especially valued and that
is why almost all the services have had more
evidence than ever before, whether in letters,
interviews or surveys, of the importance to
listeners of what they hear from the BBC.
There has been sympathy and understanding
for Britain’s own difficulties both from those
who think their own problems make Britain’s
insignificant and from those who are prosper-
ing. A time when so many fortunes are at risk
is a time when people listen to the services
they have learned to trust.

Africa

Nowhere have the changes been so vigorous
as in Africa, which continued to figure fre-
quently in the world news headlines over the
past 12 months.

The African Service provided detailed cover-
age of all the significant events, making in-
creasing use of telephone circuits, often via
satellite links, to a growing network of repor-
ters throughout the continent and in Europe.
A new programme, Network Africa, was intro-
duced in January and quickly established itself
with the big early-morning audience in Africa,
covering a wide range of items throughout the
continent in a lively magazine format. Focus
on Africa continued to be required listening for
diplomats, statesmen and journalists through-
out Africa; on his state visit to Britain, Presi-
dent Nyerere of Tanzania asked that a tape be
made available for his listening each day. The
visit itself was fully reflected in programmes,
both English and Swahili. The increasing im-
portance of Africa in international sport was
fully reflected in This Sporting Life and its
producer went to Addis Ababa to cover the
African Cup of Nations Football Tournament.

The Somali Service continued to attract a
large official as well as unofficial audience in
the Horn of Africa. There was a heated reac-
tion from the Somali Government after British
press comment on the Russian presence in
Somalia was broadcast, and there was especial
emphasis on the evolving situation in the
French Territory of the Afars and Issas, with
interviews in Somali with all the principal par-

ticipants, Aref, the Chief
Minister.

The Hausa Service was an invaluable centre
of information for the whole BBC during the
Nigerian coup in July 1975 and again in
February 1976 when another attempted coup
failed. A unique event was a programme visit
to Mecca by a Hausa Programme Assistant
which resulted in five programmes on the Hajj
and offered valuable guidance for intending
pilgrims.

The Swabhili Service continues to suffer from
poor reception in East Africa which can be
cured only by a new relay station. However,
ways of improving reception, if only margin-
ally, are continually pursued and the addition
of a new 15-minute transmission later in the
evening (at the expensc of 15 minutes lost from
the early evening transmission) should attract
more listeners.

For Francophone African listeners, the par-
ticular British presence and interest in Africa
received detailed and continuing treatment
with particular emphasis being placed on
British exports, both products and processes
likely to prove of practical use in the territories
in question.

The most impressive increase in Franco-
phone African reaction once again came from
Zaire which contributed some 50 per cent of
all listeners’ letters. Other territories in Central,
West and Equatorial Africa contributing corre-
spondence were the Ivory Coast, Dahomey and
the Cameroons. In North Africa, more listen-
ers wrote in from Algeria than from Tunisia
or Morocco. Listeners in West, Central and
Equatorial Africa have continued to enjoy the
excellent signals from the BBC relay station on
Ascension Island.

Middle East

For the Arabic Scrvice, too, there was a need
to reflect events in Africa, whether in the
Western Sahara or in a Libya which became
increasingly estranged from its neighbour
Egypt. The main focus of attention in current
affairs was the agreement on Sinai and the
turmoil in Lebanon, where the Arabic Service
was particularly concerned because of the
effect of the fighting on the outpost of the

including Ali
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Service in Beirut. The office, which was set up
there almost 20 years ago to commission pro-
gramme material and to print and distribute
the Arabic Radio Times, Huna London, has
faced great difficulties and the general output
of the Service has been inevitably affected.
The 14 members of staff in Beirut worked with
complete dedication during this period, but it
became impossible to obtain programme ma-
terial during the latter part of 1975 and the
magazine schedule suffered increasingly. It
was impossible to print Huna London in Nov-
ember 1975 or to distribute it in January
because of the fighting and the subsequent
occupation of the office by gunmen. The im-
possibility of obtaining the accustomed supply
of programme material and the loss of two
issues of the magazine brought the sad but
inevitable decision in December, to close down
the Beirut office and to seek some alternative.
The closure meant that the office staff in
Beirut, some of whom have served the BBC
for the past 18 years, became redundant and
that equipment, damaged during the time that
the office was occupied, had to be abandoned.
A new office is being set up in Cairo, though
with a somewhat reduced establishment.

As part of the economies in April 1976, the
daily transmission in Arabic was reduced from
10 to nine hours. Not only does this diminish
output of programmes but, with a four-and-a-
half hour time difference between one end of
the Arab world and the other, the listening
times available to individual listeners will in-
evitably be less convenient. The effect will be
felt mainly in the Western Mediterranean.

South Asia

The Sinhala Service went off the air on 30
March 1976 after 34 years of broadcasting; a
victim of the cutback in the Grant-in-Aid. The
twice-weekly BBC Sinhala programme has
enjoyed a regular rebroadcast by the Sri Lanka
Broadcasting Corporation and has reached a
wide and appreciative audience in the island.
As the date of the close-down grew near, listen-
ers wrote in large numbers asking for a re-
prieve, and representations were made from
Sri Lankan cultural and political organisa-
tions to the BBC and to HMG. The wife of a
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former government minister in Sri Lanka told
the BBC ‘In my family certain programmes
are compulsory listening each week and the
BBC Sinhala programme is one of them. It
provides an outlet to the world that we really
can’t afford to be without.” The president of
the branch in Britain of the ruling Sri Lanka
Freedom Party told the BBC that the value of
the BBC Sinhala programme in maintaining a
cordial and useful dialogue between the two
countries could not be over-rated.

With this vivid reminder of the place that
even a small language service has in the hearts
and minds of its listeners, the latest evidence of
listening in Pakistan to the Urdu Service on a
truly massive scale has come as no surprise.
Surveys carried out in 1975 show that the
figure of regular listening to the BBC Urdu
Service must run into millions in Pakistan and
India, while surveys undertaken in recent years
in Hindi and Bengali-speaking areas have told
a similar tale about listening in those
languages.

From India under the emergency has come
a steady flow of letters demonstrating that, as
so often in difficult times, great attention is
being paid to what the BBC has to say.

Among those who have recently made them-
sclves known to the Hindi Service as regular
listeners is a present minister in Mrs. Gandhi’s
cabinet and three of the leading members of
the Opposition, now in detention. A Tamil
Service listener sums up the view of the vast
majority of those who have written in their
hundreds about the BBC’s role since the emer-
gency: ‘I congratulate the BBC for giving a
true picture of the state of affairs in India.’ It
has been a turbulent year in Bangladesh too
and it was appropriate that the first western
journalist to be welcomed to Dacca after the
coup and counter-coup of November 1975
went there on behalf of the Bengali and its
sister services for South Asia.

While press censorship and the disturbed
political climate have led listeners to seek news
and analysis of events in their own sub-conti-
nent, there continues to be a sharp appetite for
world news and for comment from London on
the affairs of the world, which has been met in
full. British culture, scientific and technical
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achievements are also popular with the sub-
continental audience, and this year learning
the English language through the Bengali
Service lessons has gained an exceptionally
high popularity rating with listeners.

The Far East

In South East Asia the traumatic events in
Indo-China in 1975 imposed a severe and
continuing strain on the members of staff of
the Vietnamese Service, most of whom had
relations and friends who were personally in-
volved. The new restrictions on access by
western correspondents to South Vietnam and
Cambodia, in particular, imposed a new shape
on programmes which had hitherto relied on
local colour and relevance for much of their
considerable impact. Listeners’ correspon-
dence ceased and has never resumed. There
were, however, numerous indications of wide-
spread listening to the BBC’s Vietnamese Ser-
vice; a BBC correspondent who was allowed
to visit Hanoi was impressed by the amount
of listening which came to his notice, especially
among the younger generation. An English
woman adviser to the North Vietnamese
foreign language press reported that in every
Vietnamese home she visited in April last year
people listened to the BBC Vietnamese Ser-
vice. There was no inhibition about discussing
BBC news in the office next day. She confirmed
that the BBC is often quoted in North Viet-
namese papers.

The flow of letters to the Japanese Service
reached an unprecedented total of 140,000
received during 1975, more than double that
received by any other language service. Letters
revealed a widespread interest in every aspect
of life in Britain, an interest which was greatly
stimulated by the Queen’s visit in May 1975.
The Japanese Service responded by presenting
an image of a Britain which was at the same
time traditional, democratic and technologic-
ally advanced. During the year Prince Mikasa,
younger brother of the Emperor, broadcast
about his historical studies in Britain. A book
on the British Monarchy, based on a popular
Japanese series, was published by a Japanese
company in collaboration with the BBC to
coincide with the Queen’s visit.

The evidence of a recent audience research
survey shows a great and growing urban
audience in Java and Sumatra; but the Indo-
nesian Service is clearly listened to throughout
the archipelago, as the growing volume of
listeners’ letters shows. An unusual element in
the postbag was over 2,000 entries for a poetry
competition conducted by the Service towards
the end of 1975, some of a high standard. The
prize was a visit to Britain donated jointly by
the British Tourist Authority, British Airways
and a leading British banking organisation
with interest in the area.

For much of the year the Thai Service, only
a few months after it had expanded its trans-
mission by quarter-of-an-hour to one hour a
day, faced the loss of the whole of its break-
fast-time programme. This was one of the
savings decided upon to meet the cut in Grant-
in-Aid. Alternative savings led to a reprieve
and the Service is still on the air morning and
evening. There is no doubt that recent events
in Indo-China have increased the problems of
Thailand and given the audience there a hunger
for news and comment. The Thai Service has
a reputation for the excellence of its documen-
tary programmes and a series The Heritage of
Britain was rebroadcast by some 30 regional
stations in Thailand. Another series in Thali,
based on the TV film The Ascent of Man by
the late Jacob Bronowski has been requested
by the Director-General of Thai Public Rela-
tions for broadcast throughout the country.
A recent market survey, though confined to
urban areas, gave the Thai Service a regular
audience of about 100,000.

The Chinese Service obtained interviews
with a number of visiting Chinese sports teams
in Britain. A regular programme launched in
response to China’s official interest in EEC
affairs included an interview with one of
Britain’s two EEC Commissioners, Sir Chris-
topher Soames, following his visit to China in
the autumn. The special interests of the Ser-
vice’s audience in Hong Kong and South East
Asia were catered for in a number of pro-
grammes, including a new daily report in
Cantonese on British market trends. It is, of
course, impossible to do accurate research into
the numbers listening in China though there is
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no doubt of the growing number of sets pro-
duced there which are capable of tuning into
the BBC. Conversations with official delega-
tions from the Chinese People’s Republic show
many of them familiar with the Chinese Ser-
vice times of transmission and with its output.
It was, therefore, regrettable that one of the
economies which had to be made was a cut
of 15 minutes in the daily output in Standard
Chinese.

Latin America

The year has been unusually full of events
which have given its current affairs output a
stimulus and a relevance. The two-way traffic
of important visitors has kept our inter-
viewers busy. Two developments involving
Britain were closely followed and explained:
the dispute with Argentina over the Falkland
Islands and that with Guatemala over Belize.
That with Guatemala was set aside, of course,
by the tragic earthquake which devastated part
of the country and the Latin American Service
covered not only the disaster itself but the
international help that was offered. In the
Falklands dispute the recently arrived External
Services news correspondent provided full
coverage of the confrontation of an Argentine
destroyer with a British Research ship before
returning to his base in Buenos Aires. That city
has been for many years the site of the BBC’s
only office and representative in Latin
America. The problems of operating there,
which have included violence and some harass-
ment, have led to the closure of that office.
But for the climate of financial cuts and re-
trenchment the BBC would have sought some
alternative, but for the present it remains
without an office and will have to prevent that
loss from jeopardising the successful and
expanding provision of radio tapes both in
Spanish and in Portuguese. Some 400 broad-
casting stations in 17 Spanish-speaking coun-
tries and 142 stations in Brazil make use of
these tapes.
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World Service

Changes in important World Service news and
topical programmes took place in September.
The move of Twenty-Four Hours from 1109 to
1309 GMT enabled this regular current affairs
programme to be heard at peak evening listen-
ing time in the Indian sub-continent, a major
audience area for World Service. The magazine
programme OQutlook moved from 1345 to 1515
GMT, still reaching the sub-continent but with
improved early evening listening in East Africa
and parts of the Middle East. Radio Newsreel
returned to the schedule at 1200 GMT, an
important time for the Far East and South
East Asia and, from January 1976, the audi-
ence in this area was able to hear News About
Britain at 1109 GMT. January also saw the
launching of two important new topical series.
Listeners have frequently asked for a pro-
gramme reflecting world press opinion and
International Press Review brings to the micro-
phone each week, by means of BBC correspon-
dents abroad, news and views from such well
known journals as A/ Ahram, Pravda, La
Prensa and the New York Times. Talkabout
sets out to demonstrate that the art of con-
versation is not dead, with the aid of person-
alities from the theatre, cinema, sport, politics
or literature.

World Service gave, of course, considerable
coverage of the EEC Referendum, held in
June 1975. During the campaign Outlook in-
cluded a Referendum Desk from 29 May on-
wards and the programmes Scotland, Wales
and Ulster Today looked at the issues of
importance to the national regions in the two
weeks prior to Referendum Day. Speeches
from the Oxford Union debate on 3 June, on
Britain’s membership of the EEC, were
broadcast. On Friday, 6 June news bulletins
gave a running total of results, Qutlook, The
World Today, and Twenty-Four Hours analysed
them and a special programme, Britain after
the Referendum broadcast during the weekend
of 7/8 June, considered the implications for
Britain, and the EEC and the rest of the world.

The increased importance of the national
regions in British life was reflected in a change
in the pattern of World Service coverage of
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events in those areas. From September 1975,
in addition to material for inclusion in topical
programmes, each national region provided a
weekly one-theme programme on some aspect
of life in Scotland, Wales and Ulster, in addi-
tion to a report covering the events of the past
week. Listeners’ letters have shown apprecia-
tion of the change. In August 1975, under the
overall title The Nations of Britain, four 30-
minute documentary programmes, including
one each compiled in Glasgow, Cardiff and
Belfast, examined in some depth the case for
and against devolution.

The experimental broadcasting of Parlia-
ment was fully reflected in World Service. On
the first day of the experiment Outlook in-
cluded extracts from Question Time and the
programme was extended to include a live
transmission of the Prime Minister’s statement
on the Referendum. During the four weeks of
the experiment the programme included sub-
stantial live and recorded parliamentary
actuality, as did Radio Newsreel and other
news programmes, Twenty-Four Hours and the
weekly programme People and Politics. The
Foreign Secretary’s statement on the Dennis
Hills case and the exchanges in the House
which followed were widely listened to in
Uganda.

Each week World Service broadcasts two or
more documentary features, almost all speci-
ally recorded for the service. The overall title
given in September 1975 to one series, The
World Around Us, aptly indicates its wide
range. Material gathered on the spot illus-
trated such programmes as The Caribbean
Through African Eyes (three programmes giv-
ing an African broadcaster’s impressions of the
West Indies), Crisis in Western Europe (three
programmes), The World of Islam (four pro-
grammes), Brazilian Sketchbook and To Whom
Ir May Concern, on the work of the Save the
Children Fund, which included recordings
made in the aftermath of the Guatemalan
earthquake. The first commercial flight of
Concorde on 21 January 1976 was marked by
a feature on the future of supersonic travel
(plus a striking cover on the January edition
of London Calling, the journal publicising
World Service programmes). A special pro-

gramme on the National Theatre was broad-
cast in mid-March 1976, when the Lyttelton
Theatre opened its doors.

The range of World Service programmes in
the fields of the arts and literature continues
to grow. Music Now and Theatre Call are now
well established with the World Service
audience and The Lively Arts covers the arts
field generally. To these will shortly be added
Take One, a close-up on the world of the
cinema: all are weekly programmes. Three
regular programmes now cover the world of
books. Book Choice, with four five-minute
editions weekly, has made considerable impact
with the audience, despite its short length.
Coverage in greater depth is possible in Books
and Writers, a weekly 20-minute programme
which includes, in addition to reviews of
recently published books, discussions with
authors, critics and publishers. The latest addi-
tion which started in January 1976 is The
Paperback Programme, which looks each week
at the best of the paperback books produced
in Britain.

One of the major new sports events of the
year, the Prudential Cricket World Cup, was
given extensive coverage by World Service.
Commentary on all matches was broadcast on
special frequencies to interested areas and
transmission was specially kept up to cover the
long exciting final. Another important event,
in world sporting terms, was the Pan-American
Games, held in Mexico in October 1975:
World Service broadcast 15-minute daily
reports for the duration of the Games.

Letterbox celebrated its 10th anniversary in
July 1975. This 15-minute weekly programmc,
which provides answers, often on policy mat-
ters, to listeners’ letters about World Service,
remains one of the most enduringly popular of
World Service series.

Industry and exports

Whenever government ministers, leading Brit-
ish industrialists or important personalities in
the field of commerce set out to visit a major
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market abroad, every effort is made by the
External Services to interview them and there-
by publicise both their activities and British
exports. Thus the British contacts officially
fostered in Latin America in 1975 were sup-
ported by broadcast interviews with, among
others, Peter Shore, Ted Rowlands, Anthony
Crosland and Sir Richard Marsh. This crea-
tion of a climate favourable to British goods is
well illustrated in a Spanish listener’s letter:
‘Anyone conscious of what can be obtained
from an allegedly sick Britain will agree that
your programme is a working investment that
must help stimulate British exports.’

In some areas, arrangements have been
made to co-ordinate export publicity with
trade announcements: a number of British
manufacturers, for instance, now ensure that
important statements coincide with the trans-
mission of the Persian Service Bazaar-O-
Bourse programme which is frequently used as
an authoritative source by the Iranian press.

New programmes of this kind were intro-
duced during the year in languages ranging
from Hungarian to Hindi, while many existing
regular features attracted a growing response.
Dealing with recently marketed products only,
New Ideas, a magazine initially broadcast in
English, received nearly 10,000 direct enquiries
during 1975, as compared with 7,000 in the
previous year. Moreover, translated and
adapted items from New Ideas broadcast in a
number of other languages drew further en-
quiries, including 3,000 from Japan about an
item on colour film.

Even Eastern Europe, a notoriously closed
area as far as direct reactions are concerned,
produced favourable reports. Among others,
the area sales manager of a major British firm
was repcatedly approached by local officials
who had heard about his product ‘on the BBC’,
most probably as part of the promotion of
British exhibits at major trade fairs, virtually
all of which were covered in the languages
concerned.

Tourism to Britain was, with the help of the
British Tourist Authority, increasingly pro-
moted in programmes, especially in those
directed to Western Europe and the Arab
World. The twice daily German Service’s Tips
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for Tourists were often rebroadcast by German
language stations in the Federal Republic,
Switzerland and Austria. More than 6,000
prospective travellers wrote to the French Ser-
vice’s Flash Touristique in 1975, while Shopping
a Londres inspired several ladies in Northern
France to organise coach parties to London.

Rebroadcasting, topical tapes
and transcriptions

A wide variety of BBC External Services pro-
grammes are rebroadcast by radio stations all
over the world, in English and in other lan-
guages, both by direct relays and in recorded
form. In particular there are 184 daily relays of
world news by 64 stations in 45 countries.

In addition, Overseas Regional Services
provide special services for rebroadcasters in
North America, the West Indies, Australasia
and the Pacific, Africa, the Middle East and
Asia. A selection of external and domestic
services output is transmitted twice daily by
cable to National Public Radio in the United
States for selective inclusion in their morning
and evening current affairs programmes net-
worked nationwide to 180 public service mem-
ber stations. Special news bulletins and pro-
grammes are fed by line for live relay in
Canada and Australia (and for rebroadcast in
French for Canada) and by transmitter in
Maltese for Malta.

Fifteen series of taped programmes, BBC
Topical Tapes, also aimed at local audiences
overseas, and covering current affairs, Third
World development, science, sport, the arts,
education, finance and British personalities are
airmailed weekly to radio stations and distri-
butors in 60 countries and are regularly broad-
cast by some 270 stations, including nearly
200 in the United States and Canada. Pro-
grammes on development themes are designed
to exchange information between Britain and
Third World countries. During the past year
the main programme on intermediate tech-
nology, Hello Tomorrow! became the first
topical tape to be regularly broadcast by over
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40 stations world-wide, and attracted two or
three enquiries a week for British exports and
services.

The cost of tape, packaging and distribution
is recovered from user stations. Despite a rise
in charges in April 1975, with some consequent
fall in orders, the number of tapes despatched
once again exceeded 300 weekly by early 1976.

BBC Transcription Services sold in the

calendar year 1975 well over 40,000 hours of

programme recordings to more than 150
broadcasting or distributing organisations.
Quadraphonic recordings are now a regular
and significant feature of the output, helping
Transcription Services to maintain a reputa-
tion for advanced technical standards. These
quadraphonic recordings are broadcast by
leading FM radio stations particularly in the
United States of America. In this continuing
period of financial stringency Transcription
Services were able to hold the level of pro-
duction at over 500 hours per year and despite
a growing volume of free programming being
distributed around the world by other nations
they further increased sales revenue by 15 per
cent in the year 1975-1976.

English by radio and television

In a particularly active year the BBC has had
to meet increasing world-wide demands for
radio and television English language teaching
programmes, and for the whole range of publi-
cations and audiovisual materials, and has
introduced several new projects.

In radio and television production, all six
projects under the Ministry of Overseas
Development/BBC/British Council English
Language-Teaching Materials Scheme have
been completed. Viewing prints of the 13 x
25-minute colour films for the training of
teachers Teaching Observed have aroused wide-
spread interest. As soon as the accompanying
handbook and notes for users of this series are
published later this year, all the materials will
be made available; no fewer than 200 sets of
the films are being given to certain developing

countries under the financial provisions of the
Scheme. Elsewhere, the series will be sold to
users. Newly available as from March and
already in demand is Modern Office Limited —
English for Commerce a series of 40 radio pro-
grammes with textbook and supporting audio-
cassettes. The earlier Books in Focus — a series
of 52 radio programmes with accompanying
booklets and audio-cassettes — has continued
to be widely used throughout the developing
world. The other three projects under the
scheme were all close to completion as the year
under review ended.

In English by Television, with Teaching
Observed now completed, work has begun on
a new documentary project Challenges, de-
signed to teach English at an advanced level.
The series of six programmes is being made in
colour as a co-production with a German edu-
cational film institute and a British publisher.
Preparations are in hand for a further co-
production in colour with Bayerischer Rund-
funk for teaching English through the medium
of songs.

The widespread demand for English by
Radio transcriptions has continued and, at any
given moment all over the world, between 200
and 300 radio stations are broadcasting
English by Radio series. There has been in-
creased use of BBC English by Radio series
presented in English throughout the Caribbean
and the Far East.

There have been new users in the Middle
East — Syria and Jordan for example. A steady
demand continues in Western Europe, and
three countries in Eastern Europe — Hungary,
Poland and Romania — have been supplied, at
their request, with English by Radio series for
broadcasting on their air.

English by Television is also, apparently,
popular on the screen in Eastern Europe. A
senior visitor from Hungary mentioned that
one intermediate level English by Television
series was so popular that people did not make
appointments to go out on the evenings it was
shown. Between April and September 1975 the
BBC sold approximately 1,000 reels of film
both for use on television and institutionally.
Canada, Kenya, Japan, Qatar, Dubai,
Bahrain, Kuwait, Colombia, Brunei, Syria,
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Romania, France, Spain, Sweden, Belgium,
Korea (an entirely new customer for BBC
English by Television), Egypt, Holland and
Singapore are amongst the countries where
BBC English by Television series have been
purchased recently. Of particular interest is
the fact that the latest application for an
English by Television series has come from the
Voice of Vietnam in Hanoi.

The Department’s publishing operations
have enjoyed their most successful year ever
with spectacular increases in trading in Spain
and Japan in particular. In Japan, the highly
successful BBC Complete English course, still
selling at the rate of approximately 2,000 sets
per month, has been supplemented by a BBC
Business English course which is aiready sell-
ing at the rate of some 80 sets per week. In
Spain, an entirely new venture launched in
February promises to be the most significant
enterprise ever undertaken in the Department’s
publishing operations. It is a publishing ven-
ture with a large Spanish firm specialising in
part-works — Salvat. The concept is an entirely
new one — that of an English course published
as a part-work, supported by cassettes, over a
period of 96 weeks. It was launched on the
market in Spain through television, radio, mail
order and door-to-door markeling systems,
and there were attractive posters advertising
this Curso de inglés de la BBC on some 400
hoardings in each of Spain’s major cities. It is
estimated that the first weekly issue of the
part-work sold 100,000 copies.

Capital projects

The programme for the improvement of the
studio and transmitting facilities used by Ex-
ternal Services has continued, both in the UK
and overseas. In the Caribbean work on the
construction of the new BBC/Deutsche Welle
hf relay station on the island of Antigua is
nearing completion and the first BBC broad-
casts were scheduled to start in 1976. In the Far
East work has started on the transfer of the
Far Eastern relay station from Malaysia to a
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new site in the Republic of Singapore. The
move of the receiving station has been com-
pleted and the transfer of the transmitters has
been planned so as to enable transmissions to
continue during the period of the move. In
Arabia work on the extension of the Eastern
relay station has also started which will provide
hf transmitting facilities for broadcasts to
parts of Asia which cannot be reached by the
new station in Singapore. The construction of
the new high power transmitters which will be
used for the modernisation of the medium
wave facilities at the Eastern Mediterranean
relay station is nearing completion, and these,
when installed, will provide a much needed
improvement in audibility in the area.

In the UK a start has been made on the
transfer of the medium wave facilities from
Crowborough to Orfordness in order to pro-
vide an improvement in External Services
coverage of Europe. At Rampisham the instal-
lation has been completed of a further single
sideband transmitter which is used for sending
programmes to the overseas relay bases.

Work continues at Bush House on the major
programme for the modernisation of the tech-
nical and office facilities. The work over the
next two years will be mainly concerned with
the construction of a new newsroom and pro-
vision of an clectronic news distribution sys-
tem, which will improve the flow of news and
information throughout the building.

International broadcasting

The table on page 65 shows the estimated
programme hours per week in December 1975
broadcast by a selection of the world’s external
broadcasters, together with the figures for
some earlier years to illustrate the fluctuations
in external broadcasting since 1950.

As will be seen, the United States of
America has takcn the lead from the USSR in
the total volume of external broadcasting, the
result of a substantial increase in the output of
Radio Liberty in languages spoken in the
Soviet Union. The USSR also increased its
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output, in particular in Portuguese, Spanish,
Finnish and Shanghai dialects. The USA and
USSR are followed, as before, by the Chinese
People’s Republic, the German Federal Re-
public, the UK and Egypt, in that (unchanged)
order. Among the latter, the output of the
Chinese People’s Republic increased by some
100 hours a week, a substantial part of the
increase being in Standard Chinese, and
broadcasts in two new languages, Sinhala and
Nepali. There were decreases in the output
volume of the Federal German Republic, the
BBC and Egypt. In addition to the increase in
the output of the Soviet Union, several of the
other East European countries, notably the
German Democratic Republic and Hungary,
increased their output.

The Voice of America made adjustments to
its broadcasts in English which resulted in an
overall reduction by six hours a week, though
there were no major changes in its vernacular
services. Radio Liberty now broadcasts for
686 hours per week in 19 languages. While
broadcasts in Belorussian, Armenian, Azer-
baijani and Georgian were reduced, there were
increases in nine non-Slavic languages and
broadcasts were introduced in Estonian and
Latvian which, coupled with the service in
Lithuanian introduced earlier in the year,
totalled over 100 hours a week.

The USSR, besides trebling its output to
Portugal, introduced a new transmission in
Spanish to Chile; broadcasts in Finnish were
increased, while transmission in Cantonese
were reduced in exchange for an increase in the
Shanghai dialects. The Persian Service was
also reduced, and broadcasts in Vietnamese
were divided into separate services for North
and South Vietnam.

As a result of economy measures, the BBC
External Services reduced broadcasts in Ger-
man, and French for Europe and Africa, in
September 1975; further cuts in April 1976
saw the abolition of the Sinhala Service and
reductions in the Arabic output, in Standard
Chinese, Bulgarian and Romanian. France
maintained its much reduced external services,
but early in 1976 extended the relay of its
domestic service France Inter to include
America. In Federal Germany, Deutsche Welle

increased its broadcasts to Portugal in Portu-
guese, and introduced broadcasts in that
language to Africa and increased its output in
Spanish; a new service in Bengali was intro-
duced, and the output in Serbo-Croat and in
English to North America was reduced.

The table shows only a minority of the
countries which support external services.
Among these and in several other cases, there
were a number of changes, often connected
with political developments. Events in Portu-
gal were responsible for increases in broad-
casts in Portuguese, particularly by some East
European countries. Developments in South-
ern Africa, too, led to the inauguration of a
number of broadcasts aimed at sections of the
population in neighbouring countries. One
development in Africa was the launching by
Uganda of external broadcasting in English,
French, Arabic and Swahili in July 1975 to
coincide with the conference of the Organiza-
tion of African Unity. Broadcasts in Shona
were added early in 1976. In April 1975
Algeria launched a daily programme aimed at
Chile, calling itself ‘The Voice of the Chilean
Resistance’.

There were again many instances of im-
provements in technical facilities, particularly,
though not exclusively, in the Middle East,
where several countries have built powerful
new transmitters designed to carry their
domestic services far beyond their own
boundaries. Notable amongst such develop-
ments was the opening of a 200 kW transmitter
by Iraq and a 1200 kW transmitter in Jordan.
In Europe, too, there were comparable trends:
a 2000 kW transmitter in Poland is being
brought into use to enable the Polish domestic
first programme to be heard ‘in many Euro-
pean countries, from England to Turkey’.
Two one-megawatt transmitters, which have
been installed in Yugoslavia, are claimed when
fully operational, to be the most powerful
transmitters in existence anywhere in the
world.
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External broadcasting

Estimated total programme hours per week of some external broadcasters

1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975

United States of America 497 1274 1495 1832 1907 1829 2001 2060 1933 2029
Voice of America 497 843 640 831 863 785 929 882 795 789
Radio Liberty — —_ 411 478 497 497 498 602 584 686
Radio Free Europe — 431 444 523 547 547 574 576 554 554
USSR 533 656 1015 1417 1908 1915 1884 1952 1986 2001
Warsaw Pact countries 386 783 1009 1215 1264 1287 1325 1376 1390 1449
other than USSR

East Germany — 9 185 308 274 273 284 322 316 342
Poland 131 359 232 280 334 336 340 340 340 340
Czechoslovakia 119 147 196 189 202 211 225 234 250 253
Bulgaria 30 60 117 154 164 175 175 179 179 197
Romania 30 109 159 163 185 188 190 190 190 190
Hungary 76 99 120 121 105 104 111 111 112 127
Chinese People’s Republic 66 159 687 1027 1267 1309 1292 1326 1317 1423
German Federal Republic — 105 315 671 779 792 806 806 773 767
United Kingdom (BBC) 643 558 589 667 723 720 746 751 727 719
Egypt — 100 301 505 540 545 601 613 638 635
Albania 26 47 63 154 487 487 490 490 487 490
Netherlands 127 120 178 235 335 327 388 389 402 400
Australia 181 226 257 299 350 360 362 348 386 379
India 116 117 157 175 271 300 314 321 326 326
Spain 68 98 202 276 251 237 371 361 354 312
Cuba e - — 325 320 327 354 354 310 311
Japan — 91 203 249 259 259 259 257 256 259
Israel — 28 91 92 158 161 185 191 197 198
Portugal 46 102 133 273 295 295 297 297 112 190
Italy 170 185 205 160 165 165 170 168 168 170
Canada 85 83 80 81 98 113 123 164 148 159
Sweden 28 128 114 142 140 151 154 158 144 154
South Africa — 127 63 84 150 172 168 184 139 141
Ghana — — — 212 186 177 166 161 131 131
France 198 191 326 183 200 196 309 306 * 108
Yugoslavia 80 46 70 78 76 86 86 86 82 82

i) The figures are for December 1950-1975 or the nearest available month.

ii) The list includes fewer than half the world’s external broadcasters. Among those excluded are Nationalist
China, Vietnam, North and South Korea, and various international commercial and religious stations,
as well as clandestine radio stations. Certain countries transmit part of their domestic output externally
on shortwaves; these broadcasts are mainly also excluded.

iii) * No December 1974 figure for France is given as following a re-organization, the pattern of external
broadcasting was unclear. Since that time, the External Service has been restricted to broadcasts in German
and Spanish, also French and English for Africa, and relays of the domestic service in French for Europe
and North America.
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Audience studies

Each year a number of sample surveys are
carried out on behalf of the BBC by market
research agencies. Some surveys cover the
entire population while others sample only a
part — those living in urban areas, for example.
It is easier to conduct surveys in some coun-
tries than others. Statistics are not always
accurate or up-to-date and not all market
research agencies are equally reliable. Further,
all survey findings are liable to a margin of
statistical error. However, the BBC takes every
precaution to ensure that these surveys are
carried out to the highest possible standards.
Audiences for external broadcasts vary in size
in different parts of the world and comparisons
between countries should not be made. The
results must be assessed against the strength
and reliability of the BBC signal as well as the
signals of other external broadcasters, the
availability of local radio and television ser-
vices, the stage of development and the histori-
cal, political and linguistic background of the
country concerned, and other factors. Some
recent survey results follow.

In March 1975 a survey of radio listening
was conducted in towns in Java and Sumatra
among adults, excluding those from the poor-
est quarter of the population (many of whom
are homeless and therefore difficult to contact
in surveys based on households). The BBC had
audiences larger than those for any other
foreign broadcaster except Australia: the
Indonesian Service was heard regularly — at
least once a week — by 12:1 per cent of con-
tacts and the World Service or English by
Radio by 8-5 per cent.

A similar survey was carried out in Thai-
land in August and September among ali
adults in towns of over 1,000 households
(except in a few politically sensitive areas). The
BBC was found to be the foreign broadcaster
with the largest regular audiences both in Thai
and in English — 2-8 per cent and 2-0 per cent
respectively.

In Pakistan in May, 28 per cent of urban
adults were found to be listening regularly to
the BBC in Urdu and four per cent to the BBC
in English. Among a small sample of radio

listeners in rural areas, 21 per cent were found
to hear the BBC Urdu Service regularly.

An enquiry in May and June in three areas
of Saudi Arabia (Riyadh, Jeddah and the
Eastern Province) found that 17 per cent of
contacts had listened to the BBC (in any lan-
guage) on the day preceding the interview.

Results have also been made available of
two parallel surveys, one among adults in
Kuwait in April and May 1974 and the other
among adults in the Lebanon in May and June
of the same year. Both studies showed that the
BBC had the largest audiences of any major
international broadcaster (including Radio
Cairo) both for Arabic and for English. The
regular BBC audiences in Kuwait were 22-3
per cent (Arabic) and 34 per cent (English):
the comparable figures for the Lebanon were
39-2 per cent and 2-8 per cent respectively. In
Kuwait more than half of the contacts with
university education listened to the BBC and
in the Lebanon this proportion was nearly two
in three.

Whereas sample surveys will measure
audience size, postal questionnaires are a valu-
able method of obtaining reactions to various
aspects of BBC output: for example, reasons
for listening, listeners’ programme preferences
and preferred listening times. In 1975 over
13,000 questionnaires were returned by listen-
ers from many different walks of life, who hear
BBC English and vernacular programmes.

During the year, there was a further increase
in the number of listeners’ letters addressed to
the BBC External Services, the total for 1975
being over 395,000, including a record number
of letters from Japan. Although the number of
letters cannot give any indication of the size of
an audience to a particular service, they do
provide very useful evidence of the character-
istics and wide geographical distribution of
BBC listeners, and can also be a valuable
source of feedback on programmes, particu-
larly in those countries where it is not possible
to conduct sample surveys or questionnaire
operations.
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The Monitoring Service

Last year’s report noted an increase in con-
sumer demand for information about political
and economic developments in southern and
western Europe. This trend has continued;
most notably, of course, in the case of Portugal
where, during 1975, radio and television sta-
tions were heavily involved in the struggle for
power and were a prime source of news. A
special service by teleprinter was organised to
provide official consumers with rapid intelli-
gence of Portuguese broadcasts, and was
thought sufficiently useful to warrant its
continuation into 1976. Increasingly, since
Franco’s death, the file has included a good
deal of Spanish material as well. Lack of
resources has so far prevented its wider dis-
semination through the Service’s daily publi-
cation, the Summary of World Broadcasts
(SWB).

Developments in southern Africa also called
for exceptional coverage arrangements, and
reinforcements were sent out to the Service’s
unit in East Africa to step up monitoring of
Angola and Mozambique, and to supplement
normal coverage (elsewhere) of Rhodesia and
Zambia.

The African continent as a whole has
continued to occupy a prominent place in the
Service’s news output, with successful or un-
successful coups in Chad, Nigeria and Niger,
fighting in Ethiopia between the authorities
and the Eritrean Liberation Front, the
squabble over the Spanish Sahara and, of
course, President Amin. During the Hills
affair, the Service had the satisfaction of know-
ing that its monitoring of Uganda Radio often
provided the Foreign Secretary with the fastest
and fullest reports of developments in the case.

Solid and extensive reporting on political
and economic developments in Eastern
Europe, the Middle East and Far East con-
tinued undiminished, with perhaps the major
event - in sheer wordage anyway — the 25th
Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union in Moscow. A special feature of the
Service’s reports on this — as indeed on all
other subjects — is their adherence to the actual
words of the broadcast material, without the
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interjection of comment or interpretation.
They are intended essentially as raw material
for analysts, commentators, and experts of one
kind or another. A rather special and detailed
service such as this, is of course, of limited
appeal to the general public, and the income
derived from sales of the SWB and of selec-
tions from the newsfile, though it increased
again last year quite substantially, inevitably
contributes only modestly towards the Ser-
vice’s running costs. Fairly sharp price rises
had to be introduced from the beginning of
1976, and it is expected that some custom will
be lost, though some additional income gained
to offset rising costs of production. The most
significant cost-saver by far remains the ex-
change agreement with the US Government’s
monitoring agency, whereby world coverage is
split between the two organizations and their
products freely and fully shared. Although the
BBC is the older, it is now much the smaller,
and poorer, partner, but still retains an equal
voice in this uniquely integrated international
enterprise.
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Engineering

Television

Good progress was made during the year with
Phase 1 of the uhf television transmitting
project, through which the BBC seeks to bring
625-line colour television services to all com-
munities of 1,000 or more. At the present rate
of progress Phase 1 will be virtually complete
by the end of 1979.

During the year 51 transmitting stations
were brought into service, including the Wrekin
main station, which serves a considerable area
in Shropshire and beyond. Planning for the
station started nearly 10 years ago, but work
was delayed by objections from local en-
vironment groups to the chosen site on the
Wrekin, which is a steep-sided ridge rising high
above the Shropshire Plain. Engineers combed
the area in search of an alternative site, but
every one that was technically suitable had at
least one drawback. Eventually, following a
public inquiry and many discussions with
interested parties, the planning authority
granted consent for a site on the Wrekin. In
designing and constructing the station en-
gineers made every effort to achieve an appear-
ance that blended with the local scenery, and
the result has won high praise.

A notable addition to the network was
achieved by the completion of the 11th trans-
mitting station in the Derbyshire Peak District,
an area that is difficult to serve because of the
hilly terrain.

Phase 1 is now well advanced, but it cannot
be completed until some additional fre-
quencies above 854 MHz are provided; this
awaits a government decision. Possible sites
are already being identified for Phase 2 of the
uhf scheme, which would extend the service
to groups of between 500 and 1,000 people,
but a start on construction must await govern-

ment approval; and again, Phase 2’s com-
pletion will depend on the allocation of
additional frequencies.

The report on broadcasting coverage, pre-
pared by the Crawford Committee and
published in 1974, recommended that the
fourth uhf channel in Wales should be used
to provide a separate programme in the Welsh
language. A working party, consisting of re-
presentatives of the Home Office, Welsh
Office, BBC, IBA and HTV under the chair-
manship of Mr J. W. M. Siberry, has published
a report including detailed recommendations
regarding transmitter and studio facilities,
many based on proposals made by the BBC.
The Government has considered the report
but in view of the current economic situation
has stated that it will review the situation at
the end of the financial year 1976-77.

The troubled situation in Northern Ireland
has caused some unavoidable delays in the
uhf programme, but the BBC has made a
determined effort to bring the service up to
strength. BBC-1 transmitters were opened in
Limavady and Londonderry; also a BBC-2
transmitter at Carnmoney Hill near Belfast
and a new relay station at Black Mountain
which serves 17,000 people in West Belfast.
All these stations now radiate a full three-
programme service. Plans are in hand to
complete a number of relay stations including
those at Kilkeel, Killowen Mountain,
Newcastle, Armagh and Strabane.

Studio and outside broadcast colour equipment

The time is fast approaching when there will
be more people in the United Kingdom watch-
ing television in colour than in black and
white, and during 1976 this landmark will
probably be passed. Almost all programmes
produced at regional centres are now in colour,
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as are new programmes being made for
schools and the Open University. During the
year two studios — Edinburgh and Aberdeen —
were re-equipped for colour working.

The BBC started the first colour television
broadcasting in Europe in 1967, so some of its
earliest colour equipment is now more than
nine years old, and it has become necessary to
begin a replacement programme both for some
of the equipment at the Television Centre in
London and for mobile outside broadcast
units. The vehicles and the complex equipment
of the latter are, of course, subject to con-
siderable wear and tear, and the BBC plans
to replace some of the older existing units with
improved designs.

CEEFAX

The BBC has been transmitting CEEFAX
regularly since September 1974. Outstanding
among the many improvements made since
then has been the introduction of a dedicated
computer which allows the editorial team to
type information directly into the system from
electronic keyboards. This makes for faster
updating of information and greatly improved
presentation. Certain specialised pages, such
as sport and finance, are now prepared on
remote terminals located in the newsrooms at
Broadcasting House and are entered directly
into the CEEFAX computer by means of a
cable link to Television Centre. This technique
of preparing information at source adds an
important new dimension to CEEFAX, and
could well be the pattern for future develop-
ment.

Experience to date with CEEFAX has
shown that it can provide an up-to-the-minute
on-demand news and information service for
viewers in almost every place where a satis-
factory 625-line television picture is obtainable.
A survey commissioned by the British Radio
Equipment Manufacturers’ Association shows
that a significant proportion of viewers would
like to receive the service and would be pre-
pared to buy or rent a suitable receiver. The
BBC (CEEFAX), IBA (Oracle) and the Post
Office (Viewdata) have agreed a common
technical standard with the British receiver
industry for teletext systems.
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Radio

In October 1975, there was an event of far
reaching importance — the second part of the
ITU Geneva conference. Here delegates pre-
pared a new plan for broadcasting in the low
and medium frequency bands. This plan,
embracing most of the world’s broadcasting
stations outside the Americas, is due to come
into force in November 1978.

Unfortunately, it will do little to improve
the present situation in Europe where there are
far too many stations competing for the
limited number of frequencies available. The
fact that there will be no improvement can be
attributed, at least in part, to the decision
adopted by the first part of the conference,
held in October 1974, to continue with the
basic frequency spacing of 9 kHz. The con-
ference so decided in spite of technically sound
proposals from many delegations, including
the UK delegation, to reduce the channel
spacing to 8 kHz, thereby making additional
channels available.

Impact of the new frequency plan

Although the UK was able to retain the use of
all its existing frequency channels, numerous
additional transmitters were authorised in
other countries, many of them using high
output powers.

On each of the channels used by the BBC
there will also be a number of continental
transmitters, some with very high power. The
effect on daytime listening should be negli-
gible, because low-frequency (If) and medium-
frequency (mf) signals do not propagate over
long distances during daylight hours and there-
fore stations in different countries can share
the same channels without too many problems.
However, at night the radio waves are re-
flected from the ionosphere, making each
transmitter a potential source of interference
to much more distant stations. Most of the
BBC’s If and mf transmissions will suffer
increased interference accordingly.

It is likely that the frequency most seriously
affected will be 647 kHz mf (used at present by
Radio 3) where some action will be necessary
to prevent a severe curtailment of night-time
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coverage in the London area and elsewhere.
Other services less seriously affected will be
Radio 4 Wales on 881 kHz mf and Radio
Ulster on 1340 kHz mf; in both cases it may
be necessary to increase transmitter powers to
maintain effective coverage. BBC local radio
stations are also likely to suffer increased
interference, and in certain cases it may be
necessary to seek alternative frequencies.

With this in mind, the BBC has recom-
mended to the Home Office and to the Com-
mittee on the Future of Broadcasting major
changes in the pattern of broadcasting in the
low and medium-frequency bands which are
intended not only to mitigate where possible
the adverse effects already mentioned, but also
to take account of the changing requirements
of radio broadcasting throughout the UK. The
cornerstone of the suggested changes lies in the
proposal to transfer Radio 4 from mf to 200
kHz If (1500 metres long wave). This would
release three high power medium frequency
channels, giving a total of five such channels
to be shared by the other three UK services,
Radios 1, 2 and 3. The BBC’s proposal
is that Radios 1 and 2 should each use two
of these channels, and that Radio 3 should
be transmitted on one mf channel. All mf and
If services at present duplicated on vhf would
continue to be duplicated.

In Scotland, the Geneva frequency plan
should lead to an improvement in the low-
frequency (long-wave) service. The present
200 kHz (400 kW) transmitter at Droitwich
does not adequately serve Scotland but, under
the new plan, additional 200 kHz (50 kW) and
227 kHz (50 kW) transmitters, located at
Burghead and Westerglen respectively, will
make possible low-frequency coverage over
most of the Scottish mainland.

However, the night-time interference that
will occur on the BBC’s domestic mf (medium-
wave) services as a result of the new frequency
plan cannot be entirely eliminated, and those
who listen regularly in the evenings would be
well advised to buy a receiver with a vhf band.
Vhf reception is not normally affected by
interference from overseas, and it has the
added advantage of providing better sound
quality, irrespective of whether the listener is

equipped for stereo or mono listening. Vhf
reception is available to more than 99 per cent
of the UK population.

Vhf frequencies

At the Stockholm conference held in 1961 the
UK was assigned frequencies for four high
power radio networks, three in the band
88:0-94-6 MHz and one in the band 97-6-100
MHz, while the band 94-6-97-6 MHz was
assigned for low power local radio channels.

The band 88-0-94-6 MHz is being used for
Radios1/2, 3 and 4. The band 97-6-100 MHz
cannot, as yet, be used for broadcasting in the
UK because it is used for other purposes; the
Crawford Committee on Broadcasting Cover-
age in its report noted with regret that this
band cannot be made available for broadcast-
ing until 1978, at the earliest.

The use to which the 97-6-100 MHz band
should be put is, of course, a matter for
government decision, but the BBC believes
that the greatest benefit would be obtained by
utilising it, to a large extent, for the special-
ised broadcasting associated with education.
This would not only allow more further
education and Open University programmes to
be broadcast, but would also allow them to
be transmitted and repeated at times that
would be much more convenient to the
student audience which, although small in
broadcasting terms, is large in educational
terms.

At present most educational programmes
are carried on the Radio 3 and Radio 4 vhf
networks, which means that listeners who
wish to receive the regular service are obliged
to switch to the medium-wave during the
educational programmes. The Crawford Com-
mittee on Broadcasting Coverage considered
that this is one of the factors that discourages
some listeners from using the vhf services. A
fourth network devoted to educational pro-
grammes would solve this problem and would
almost certainly lead to an increase in the
number of people regularly enjoying the
benefits of vhf listening.

Although more than 99 per cent of the
population have access to a vhf service there
are still some gaps in the coverage — mostly in
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sparsely populated areas. About 40 small
stations would be required to fill the gaps and
a BBC assessment indicates that about half
the extra frequencies required for these
stations could come from the band below 946
MHz. To provide frequencies for all the
stations would, however, require an extra
bandwidth of 1:8 MHz to fill the gaps for three
national networks or 2-4 MHz for four. The
extra frequencies might be sought in the 100 to
104 MHz part of the spectrum, which is used
in some other European countries but is not
allocated for broadcasting in the UK at present.
In view of this limitation the Crawford Com-
mittee suggested that the networks should be
extended as far as presently available fre-
quencies would permit and the BBC has plans
to do so.

Stereophonic services

The extension of the stereo services on vht
to all parts of the country has been made
possible by the BBC’s development of a new
distribution system based on the use of pulse
code modulation (pcm). This enables the
integrity of the stereo signal to be preserved
over long transmission paths, and ensures that
a precisely similar high standard of technical
quality can be radiated from transmitters
throughout the country.

During the year the pcm distribution system
was extended to the transmitters at Pontop
Pike, serving the North-east of England, and
to Sandale, serving the area around the Solway
Firth. In East Anglia, pending the completion
of the permanent pcm link, the setting up of a
rebroadcast link has made it possible to pro-
vide Radio 2 and Radio 3 in stereo to more
than a million people in Norfolk, Suffolk and
the eastern part of Cambridgeshire. The BBC
also completed interim arrangements which
made it possible to transmit Radio 3 pro-
grammes in stereo from the transmitters serving
Devon and Cornwall. This was achieved
by rebroadcasting the stereo signal picked
up from the transmitter at Wenvoe in South
Wales. In both these cases the permanent pcm
microwave links are under construction.

In May 1975, a stereo programme was
successfully relayed from Tokyo using a link
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through the communications satellite over the
Indian Ocean. The broadcast was of the final
concert of a tour of Japan undertaken by the
BBC Symphony Orchestra, and good tech-
nical quality was achieved.

Hi-fi enthusiasts know that the best possible
audio quality comes from BBC studio or
concert hall live stereo broadcasts. Stereo is
already available to some 88 per cent of the
UK population, and the figure will be increased
still further as the pulse code modulation net-
work expands. To take advantage of the
service it is necessary for the listener to be
equipped with a suitable stereophonic receiver,
together with an adequate aerial. In most cases
an outdoor aerial is desirable, although in
places not too far from a transmitting station
an aerial in the roof space can give satisfactory
results.

Quadraphony

A true quadraphonic system has four separate
signals feeding four loudspeakers which, as a
rule, are arranged so as to form a square with
the listener in the middle. The close spacing
between vhf broadcasting channels in the UK
(essential in order to make the best use of the
available frequency bands) precludes trans-
mitting more than the two separate signals
required for a stereo transmission, but with the
aid of an electric matrix four signals can be
combined into two which can then be trans-
mitted in the same way as for stereo. At the
receiver a special decoder recovers four
separate signals but these cannot correspond
precisely with the original quadraphonic
signals because the latter lose their absolute
identity in the matrixing process.

Any matrix quadraphonic system used in
broadcasting must achieve good reproduction
not only on quadraphonic equipment but also
on stereo and mono receivers which will be
receiving the same signal. It is unfortunate that
many matrix quadraphonic signals give less
satisfactory stereo and mono reproduction
than signals produced specially for stereo
broadcasting. The BBC remains abreast
of all developments and has not only
carried out extensive tests on all the com-
mercial systems being offered but has also
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devised a matrix system which, in trials, has
been judged to give the best overall results
for all three forms of listening.

The BBC will probably continue to broad-
cast compatibility trials from time to time
but there are no plans at present to establish a
regular quadraphonic broadcasting service.

Research and development

The BBC, through its research and designs
departments, carries out a broad programme
of research and development embracing many
different aspects of broadcasting. Much of
this work now has the objective of replacing
existing analogue systems with digital systems,
which have notable advantages, particularly
in the avoidance of many forms of distortion.

Several notable digital systems developed
by the BBC are already in widespread service.
Examples of these are the sound-in-syncs
system used to distribute the sound component
of the television programme as part of the
vision waveform; the pcm audio signal dis-
tribution system which allows stereo pro-
grammes to be distributed over the length of
the country without diminution of quality;
and the digital standards converters which
are used to change 625-line to 405-line stan-
dards for transmission to those receivers
which still require a 405-line signal. The
CEEFAX system is also digital in form and is
worthy of particular note because it is the first
example of digital signals being transmitted
for direct reception in the home.

Another successful digital communications
system that has recently come into service is
Presfax, designed by BBC engineers to pro-
vide an internal communication channel from
the Television Centre in London to the re-
gional centres. In London the daily trans-
mission schedule is stored on a computer and is
selectively displayed on a video terminal, which
can also be used to correct and update the data
held on the computer. The BBC uses Presfax
to transmit the scheduling data to the regional

centres for display on standard television
monitors so that regional presentation staff,
like their colleagues in London, always have
access to the up-to-date transmission schedule.
Presfax is already in operation at Belfast,
Birmingham, Glasgow, Manchester and
Newcastle and will be in operation throughout
the remainder of the country by the end of
1976.

Presfax uses one channel of a digital com-
munication system known as ICE - Insertion
Communication Equipment - which, like
CEEFAX, uses a ‘spare’ line in the field-
blanking interval of the television signal. Other
ICE channels are used to carry data to identify
the source of a programme, to synchronise
different sources, and to indicate the duration
of a programme to facilitate switching.

The powerful combination of data pro-
cessor and video display terminal will also be
used in a new system for the early detection and
diagnosis of faults occurring in the BBC's
television and radio transmitter rnetwork. All
the transmitting stations will be divided into
four groups, each of which will be supervised
by a Monitoring Information Centre (MIC).
Each MIC will have a small data processor
which will process monitoring information
received, via various automatic signalling
systems, from all but the smallest transmitters
in its group.

A message appearing on the video display
will immediately tell the operator at the MIC
that there is a fault on a transmitter. Full in-
formation on the state of the transmitter can
then be displayed by entering the appropriate
instruction on the terminal’s keyboard.
Should the fault require on-site attention, the
operator can contact a mobile transmitter
maintenance team by radio and give full details.
Over 300 stations, comprising the majority
of the BBC’s transmitters, will eventually come
within the system, which will be faster and
more informative than existing supervisory
arrangements.

The first MIC is already working at Kirk
o’Shotts in Scotland on the supervision of 27
transmitter sites. When fully operational this
MIC will cover the whole of Scotland and
Northern Ireland.
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Mention has been made of the digital com-
munications system used to distribute the
BBC’s stereo programmes. It is natural to
assume that further technological develop-
ments may lead to the distribution of television
programmes by similar means, and in 1975 a
significant step was taken in this direction with
the successful transmission, in co-operation
with the Post Office, of a digitally coded
television signal over a Post Office experimental
120 Mbit/s coaxial cable system linking
Guildford, Portsmouth and Southampton.

Digital systems are not the only areas where
developments are taking place, of course. The
BBC has successfully demonstrated its concept
of a motoring information service which
would enable motorists to receive special
bulletins containing road and traffic in-
formation specific to the area in which they
were travelling. The system can offer sub-
stantial advantages over other traffic infor-
mation systems and discussions are going on
both in this country and in European circles
to examine the possibility of conducting
extensive trials.

Technical liaison

Efficient broadcasting requires the co-opera-
tion of many sectors of industry and the BBC
maintains close contact with several trade
organisations. These include the British Radio
Equipment Manufacturers’ Association
(BREMA), the Electronic Engineering
Association (EEA), the Radio and Elec-
tronic Component Manufacturers’ Fed-
eration (RECMF), the Radio Electrical and
Television Retailers’ Association (RETRA),
the National Television Rentals Association
(NTRA), and the Cable Television Association
of Great Britain (CTA).

Many British manufacturers of domestic
radio and television equipment are members of
BREMA, so it is natural that mutually helpful
discussions take place between BREMA and
the BBC on many aspects of transmission and
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reception. One subject under discussion re-
cently concerns the ease with which listeners
to radio can locate the programme and station
that they require. Compared with television,
where the viewer has access to all available pro-
grammes through the medium of three simple
push-buttons, radio can present a bewildering
choice. Stations are spread over three dif-
ferent wavebands, there are two different
types of modulation in use (fm and am) and
to add to the confusion some tuning scales for
the low and medium frequency bands are
calibrated in wavelength (metres) while the
majority are calibrated in frequency (kilohertz).
It is hoped that some rationalisation can be
achieved concerning the calibration of tuning
scales, and it should be noted that the UK is
almost the only country in the world where the
old-style calibration of wavelength in metres
still has a certain amount of currency.

Simpler forms of tuning, based on pre-set
channels with corresponding pushbuttons,
have not so far been widely used in radio re-
ceivers, mainly because of the cost. There is
now every hope that new technology will
make this possible, even in relatively in-
expensive portable radios.

The RETRA and NTRA are the BBC’s
main channels of communication and liaison
with the radio and television trade; the BBC
keeps them fully informed of all engineering
developments affecting the trade and public.

Engineering Information Department pro-
vides a service of information and advice for
the public, the radio and television trade and
industry about the reception of BBC pro-
grammes and the development of its services.
It deals with a large volume of enquiries by
letter and by telephone and issues many in-
formation sheets and other publications.
Exhibitions, trade demonstrations and public
meetings are attended, affording many useful
opportunities for BBC staff to meet interested
members of the trade and the public.

BBC Engineering, published quarterly,
provides information about technical develop-
ments in the BBC, mainly for readers who
have a professional interest in these subjects.

The BBC is represented on several Study
Groups of the International Telecommuni-

www.americanradiohistorv.com


www.americanradiohistory.com

74  Annual Report

cation Union (ITU). These include the
International Radio Consultative Committee
(CCIR), the International Telegraph and
Telephone Consultative Committee (CCITT)
and the joint CCIR /CCITT Committee known
as the Mixed Committee of Transmission and
Television (CMTT). Members of BBC staff
attend as members of the UK delegations, and
they also take an active part in the technical
activities of the International Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC) and the International
Standards Organisation (ISO), as well as the
European Broadcasting Union (EBU). The
EBU is the body which looks after the interests
of broadcasting organisations in Europe and
co-ordinates the international exchange of
programmes, in particular those using the
Eurovision Network. The BBC is an active
member of the Commonwealth Broadcasting
Association and interest is also taken in the
engineering activities of several other broad-
casting Unions, including the Asian Broad-
casting Union (ABU).

Recruitment

During the year, 140 staff were recruited for
engineering and technical operations work —
considerably fewer than the previous year. Of
this total, 58 were qualified engineers, mostly
recruited directly from universities.

Fourteen students engaged in sandwich
courses in electrical engineering and related
subjects at universities and polytechnics spent
up to six months of their industrial training
periods in BBC engineering departments.

During the summer, 28 students on full-time
degree courses at British universities joined
various engineering departments for six weeks
as vacation trainees, to gain practical ex-
perience and to help in deciding their future
careers. Five students from European countries
were similarly engaged as vacation trainees
under the auspices of the International Associ-
ation for the Exchange of Students for Tech-
nical Experience. '

Training

The Engineering Training Department, near
Evesham in Worcestershire, provides ex-
tensive training facilities for BBC engineers,
ranging from introductory courses for those
joining the Corporation from school or
university to specialised courses designed to
familiarise practising engineers with the latest
techniques. In addition to BBC staff, 47
students from overseas were accepted. The
cost of training overseas students is borne by
the broadcasting organisations requesting as-
sistance, sometimes with the help of funds
provided by the British Government; it does
not fall on licence holders in this country.

External Services

BBC External Services were subjected to
severe financial cuts during the year, and in
consequence the future of some planned
capital projects was placed in some doubt.
Nevertheless, good progress was made on the
construction of a new short wave relay station
on the island of Antigua in the eastern
Caribbean. When completed, the station will
be shared with External Service’s West German
counterpart, Deutsche Welle.

Work also continued on the badly-needed
modernisation programme at the External
Services’ London headquarters in Bush House.
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Personnel

The number of full-time staff employed by the
BBC on 31 March 1976 was 24,683, com-
pared with 24,779 on 31 March 1975. There
were also 1,280 part-time staff (compared with
1,301 a year earlier), making a total of 25,963.
Of these 14,602 were programme, technical
and executive staff, and 11,361 were manual,
secretarial/clerical and catering staff. There
were 16,691 men and 9,272 women. These
figures indicated a reduction in total staff of
117, made up of an increase of 197 in the
Regions and a reduction of 314 in London -
proportions which reflect the end of major
expansion in the BBC as a whole and
the Board’s policy of encouraging regional
development.

Personnel policy

Industrial Relations

A major factor in the BBC’s industrial re-
lations during the past year has been its
financial position and the resulting need for
economies. The first phase of these economies
had already taken effect before the year
started; by the end of April 1975 plans for a
second phase in output directorates had been
worked out and discussed with the unions.
These were held up for a time while the unions
sought a meeting with the Home Secretary
to make representations about the BBC’s
financial situation, but in July the Director-
General announced that posts which were
earmarked for surrender, and which were
vacant, would be given up. Detailed dis-
cussions subsequently took place on those
areas where resettlement of staff was involved
or manning agreements had to be altered.
Meanwhile proposals for reductions in
Central Directorates were announced and
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were implemented. In December the need for
further measures designed to take £5.5 million
out of the budget in the period up to March
1977 was announced, and discussions on the
implementation of this were started in
February. The need for economies amounting
to a further £4 million in the same period was
confirmed by the Board during that month.

The fact that it has proved possible to make
these savings by slowing down recruitment and
not filling vacancies, rather than by declaring
staff redundancies as such, has greatly assisted
the acceptance by the unions and staff of what
has been necessary. The last year has never-
theless been a testing time for the BBC’s in-
dustrial relations, and the relative smoothness
with which these changes have been introduced
is evidence of their generally healthy condition.

On a constructive note, it should be reported
that the new National Joint Council, on which
all five staff unions (ABS, NUJ, EETPU,
NATTKE and SOGAT) are represented, has
continued to prove its value as the formal
vehicle for negotiation and consultation at
national level. The new Procedure Agreement
for dealing with disputes, mentioned in the
last report as under negotiation with the ABS,
was signed during the year and is now in
operation at local, directorate and national
levels. This provides for reference to con-
ciliation or arbitration where matters cannot
otherwise be settled, and the services provided
by the Advisory Conciliation and Arbitration
Service have been used on a number of matters.
Another new agreement codifies the procedure
for accrediting local union representations
and provides for improved time-off and other
facilities for union representatives.

In common with most organisations, the
BBC’s industrial relations during the past
year have been affected by the general economic
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climate. The anomalies resulting from the 1975
pay settlements (see below), pressures on the
grading structures, and some resistance to
technological change through fears for job
security, have placed the system under strain.
But in the great majority of instances the BBC
and the unions have succeeded during the year
in working together in an agreed and structured
manner.

Pay

The timing of the introduction of the Govern-
ment’s new pay policy (set out in the White
Paper The Attack on Inflation and announced
on 1 July) created serious difficulties for the
BBC. Negotiations for an increase of 21 per
cent (rather less than the movement of the
RPI figure over the previous 12 months) for
staff paid weekly had been completed prior
to the announcement of the new policy. Since
their anniversary was 3 August, this increase
was allowable under the new policy. For staff
paid monthly, however, the date was 1 October,
and they were therefore held to an increase of
£312 pa (with no increase for those earning
£8,500 or more).

These two settlements belong to the same
pay round. Because staff in other parts of the
industry (IBA and ITCA) have anniversary
dates of 1 July (and therefore received in-
creases under the previous policy), pay com-
parability between staff paid monthly in the
BBC and those in Independent Television has
been disturbed. Until 1970, when the unions
accepted a deferment of three months in order
to reduce the financial problems in the External
Services, BBC staff paid monthly also settled on
1 July.

The difference in treatment between weekly
paid and monthly paid staff in the BBC in 1975
has had a significant and adverse effect on
internal pay relativities. The weekly increases
(of between £6.13 and £9.79 on basic pay)
applied also to shift and overtime payments,
whereas the £6 pw given to monthly paid staff
did not. Further anomalies arise from the fact
that some monthly paid staff, including those
on secretarial and clerical grades, received
smaller increases than staff on weekly paid
grades with similar rates of pay.

Three typical examples of the worsening of
earnings relativities produced by these changes
are set out below:

1974 1975
_ £ £

Monthly Aerial Maintenance
Supervisors 3,756 4,068
Weekly Rigger Mechanics 3,217 3,892
differential +539 <176
Monthly Electrical Technicians 4,306 4,618

Weekly Studio Maintenance

Electricians 4,230 5,025
differential +76 —407

Monthly Assistant Wardrobe
Managers 3,075 3,387
Weekly Senior Dressers 3,337 3,943
differential —262 —556

The Board of Governors drew the Govern-
ment’s attention to these problems at the time,
and indicated their intention to do what they
could to correct the various anomalies as and
when incomes policy allowed.

The NUJ declared a dispute over the distri-
bution of allowances for working unsocial
hours and staged a one-day strike at the end
of 1975. The BBC did not accept that the higher
of two allowances was appropriate in the cir-
cumstances claimed by the NUJ, but was
willing to discuss the application of the criteria
involved. Any change in the criteria would
have breached the Government’s incomes
policy, which the BBC publicly confirmed it
was not prepared to do. Subsequently the
unions agreed to refer the matter to arbitration
which the BBC had originally proposed.

The BBC’s single rate of London Weighting
(for both inner and outer London) was in-
creased from £375 to £450 from 1 July 1975,
on the basis of the increase in the indices
published by the Department of Employment.
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Job evaluation

Job evaluation has a key role in the process of
determining the remuneration of members of
staff. The present systems are of long standing,
and research and development of new methods
of job evaluation aim to make the process
more comprehensible and acceptable to staff.
The BBC’s system has attracted the attention
of broadcasting organisations overseas and
in recent months there have been visits and
requests for information from organisations
as far apart as Egypt, Australia, Switzerland
and Gibraltar. There is also a continuing
exchange of information on job evalua-
tion methods with organisations in this
country.

Systematic job evaluation is undertaken by
defining the responsibilities and difficulties of
posts at each level in every occupational group
and relating them to each other in a com-
prehensive grading scheme, so that jobs
carrying an equal degree of difficulty and an
equivalent weight of responsibility are graded
alike. Grades may be changed in response to
changes in duties, re-organisation, or the in-
troduction of new activities. These procedures
have continued in the current period of pay
restraint. If a dispute arises there are arrange-
ments for joint reference to arbitration. There
were five such references to arbitration or
adjudication during the year; in four cases the
BBC’s submissions were upheld.

Discipline, appeals and grievances

The BBC’s appeals and grievance machinery
has continued to operate smoothly. In cases
of dismissal, there is an increasing - but under-
standable — tendency for an unsuccessful
appellant to invoke his statutory right of access
to an Industrial Tribunal. This may be due in
part to the more difficult employment situation
nationally.

Employment legislation

BBC rules and practices have been checked to
ensure full compliance with the Rehabilitation
of Offenders and Sex Discrimination Acts,
which came into force during the year. Action
is being taken to meet the provisions of the
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Employment Protection Act as they come into
operation.

Health and safety

During 1975 the sick absence of staff averaged
8.1 days per head overall, which is approxi-
mately half the latest available national
figures (namely 16 days per head of the insured
population in 1972-73). The audiometric
screening of staff exposed to high sound levels
continues, and a pilot programme has been set
up to check for sub-clinical tropical disease in
those returning from overseas assignments.

The number of accidents resulting in injury
continues to be encouragingly low. The joint
management/union approach to the main-
tenance of a safe and healthy working
environment has been reinforced by the
establishment of a national level consultative
committee.

Welfare

Besides offering a counselling service to staff
who are experiencing domestic or personal
problems, contact is maintained by the BBC’s
Welfare Unit with approximately 6,000 re-
tired staff. All those approaching retirement
have the opportunity to attend a Preparation
for Retirement conference.

Pensions

The staff pension scheme has been amended
to provide for the preservation of the benefits
of members who leave the BBC before re-
tirement, in accordance with the requirements
of the Social Security Act 1973. A Joint
Pension Liaison Committee was formed in
December 1975 to provide a forum for con-
sultation on pension matters between the BBC
and the recognised unions.

Staff training and appointments

Recruitment and Promotion

During the year under review the recruitment
rate has fallen, and a total of 1,186 non-
secretarial posts have been filled, compared
with 1,804 last year. Recruitment has also
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dropped in proportion to the filling of vacancies
by internal promotion. The proportion of
vacancies filled by external candidates fell
from one-third to one-quarter. Training
schemes, too, have been affected. Last year,
199 young men and women were selected for
traineeships but this year the figure dropped
to 117. Of these, 39 were members of staff and
78 came from universities and other external
sources.

The financial climate does not, however,
seem to have affected female progress towards
equality of opportunity. The number of
women in senior managerial and production
jobs has for the first time reached treble
figures. In a recent attachment scheme in radio,
designed to re-train members of staff in pro-
duction matters, women secured more places
than men in open competition. And, during
the year, 161 people in secretarial and clerical
grades, the majority female, were promoted
to more senior posts.

Training - general

The fall-off in external recruitment and the
need for economies during the past year have
led to a re-appraisal of training priorities and
there is now a greater emphasis on retraining
existing staff. During the period under review
over 4,000 students have attended courses in
staff training.

Television training

The main television training studio had to be
closed down for six months to allow for con-
version to colour. In order to maintain the
training momentum, there was an increase in
regional training and short seminars were
mounted on special subjects such as electronic
character generators, electronic news gather-
ing, and special effects. A total of 66 courses
took place during the year. In order to offset
the short fall in revenue due to the loss of one
London-based overseas course, staff were
sent to work abroad in Australia, Nigeria and
Kuwait.

Radio training

Considerable progress has been made in
establishing the two-step training process for

domestic production staff, which is intended
to ensure that no producer should be let loose
on the air without some formal training. One
of the three overseas courses scheduled in 1976
is a course for training officers, designed to
encourage overseas broadcasting manage-
ments to develop their own staff training
operations. Radio Training Section ran a total
of 51 courses throughout the year.

Management training

A new general management course has been
developed and replaces the previous well-
established middle management and manage-
ment of resources courses. It will concentrate
on management skills and it is planned to run
six of these each year. The emphasis on short
practical courses has continued, as has the
attendance of BBC staff at various outside
courses and seminars. Management Training
Section ran 52 courses during the year.

Office training

Less movement among office staff and a con-
sequent slowing down of recruitment was
reflected in the smaller numbers attending
first-day induction. Even so, over 1,500
students took part in 197 courses ranging in
length from one-day seminars to basic training
courses lasting three months for post-A-level
school-leavers. Secretaries and clerks have
suggested training for bosses in the proper use
of office staff and courses are now being run
in conjunction with Management Training.

Legal matters, artists’ contracts
and copyright

The possibility of contempt of court in relation
to news reports of court proceedings and the
risk of defamation in connection with con-
troversial programmes has continued to
require legal attention. The number of claims
before industrial tribunals has increased con-
siderably and in one instance proceedings have
been initiated by the Race Relations Board
against the BBC alleging unlawful discrimina-
tion in employment.
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The performers® unions seek re-negotiation
annually of their agreements and these are
being concluded satisfactorily, with some
improvements in production facilities, within
the terms of government policy designed to
control inflation.

The BBC has reached agreement for radio
drama with the Writers’ Guild and the Society
of Authors after many years of negotiation.
Discussions with both the Publishers Asso-
ciation and the Music Publishers Association
on rates for the use of published material
continue.

Management Services Group

Specialist staff in the BBC’s Management
Services Group give an advisory service to all
directorates and regions on levels of staffing,
organisation and methods, work study and
measurement.

The well established O & M techniques have
been augmented by the recruitment of staff
skilled in operational research, behavioural
science and information science. The current
need for stringent economy has led to an
increase in demand for specialist advice to
management in all directorates and a number
of savings opportunities have been identified.

Computer services

The continuing transfer of clerical processes
to the computer, and the increasing need for
timely and accurate management information,
have led to serious overloading of the BBC’s
central computer and have made it necessary
to hire computer time on outside installations.
Cost studies have shown that it would be more
economical to increase the capacity of the BBC
computer centre, and an order has therefore
been placed for an additional computer. This
will be one of the ICL ‘New Range’ machines,
embodying the latest developments in computer
technology.

Computer Planning Department provides
the specialists who, under the operational com-
mand of project managers in the user areas,
carry out the design, programming and testing
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of computer systems. In common with other
administrative departments, Computer Plan-
ning has accepted staff cuts and the pace of
further computer development has been sub-
stantially reduced. Further economies are
being sought by way of a re-organisation in-
volving the integration of Computer Planning
and Computer Operations, and the closer
association of computer staff with the O & M
consultancy sections of Management Services
Group.
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Advisory bodies

The BBC has 53 advisory bodies which can be
divided into two main groups: those invited
to advise the BBC on policy and programme
activities in general, and those invited to give
more specialised counsel. The first group is
made up of the General Advisory Council, the
Northern Ireland Advisory Council, eight
English Regional Advisory Councils, and 20
Local Radio Councils. The second group con-
sists of advisory bodies concerned with agri-
cultural broadcasting, charitable appeals,
archives, programmes for Asians, educational
broadcasting, the application of engineering
research to broadcasting, music broadcasting,
religious broadcasting, scientific and tech-
nological broadcasting, and the social effects
of televiston. The membership of these bodies
covers a wide cross-section of national life,
and the BBC believes that it effectively re-
presents the voice of informed and responsible
public opinion. The Archives Advisory Com-
mittee is the newest of the 53, having been set
up under the chairmanship of Lord Briggs in
January 1976.

The General Advisory Council

The Council held its customary four quarterly
meetings, each of which was also attended by
the Chairman and members of the BBC Board
of Governors, the Director-General and
members of the Board of Management, and
other senior BBC staff. The agenda for each
meeting had been prepared by the Council’s
Business Committee (which itself met nine
times during the year), and always included a
report from that Committee, a summary of
public reactions to the BBC, a report by the
Director-General on current and future de-
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velopments, and members’ questions. At each
meeting, the Council discussed on¢ or more
main subjects which had been chosen by the
Business Committee, and, if this had been re-
quested by the Committee, on which the BBC
had provided a paper. One subject debated was
the BBC’s policy for the retention and handling
of its archival material, and on the Council’s
recommendation the BBC subsequently set
up the Archives Advisory Committee. The
Council also discussed the BBC’s finances,
broadcasting in the eighties and nineties, the
public debate on broadcasting — an assessment
of points relevant to the BBC which had been
made in evidence given to the Annan Com-
mittec — the BBC’s policies and practices in
relation to advertising. and the task of broad-
casting news. The BBC’s paper on the last
subject, with a foreword by the Council’s
Chairman, Lord Aldington, was later pub-
lished as the fifth in a series of pamphlets based
on discussion papers prepared by the BBC for
the Council. Other topics debated by the
Council during the year were the BBC’s
coverage of the EEC Referendum, the broad-
casting of Parliament, and the effects for the
United Kingdom of the radio frequency
allocations agreed at the International LF/MF
Conference held in Geneva in 1975. The BBC’s
decision to transmit the controversial drama
series Days of Hope stimulated one of the
Council’s liveliest discussions. After each
meeting a statement prepared by the Chairman
in consultation with the Business Committee
was released to the press.

During the year Lord Aldington gave oral
evidence to the Annan Committee on behalf
of the General Advisory Council. The Council
was consulted by the BBC throughout the
preparation of its own evidence to the Annan
Committee.
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Half the ordinary members of the General
Advisory Council are appointed on the re-
commendation of the Business Committee,
and the chairmen of other BBC advisory
councils and committees attend as ex-officio
members. Each quarterly meeting takes place
on the day before a regular meeting of the BBC
Board of Governors, so that the Board can
have before it a summary of the main points
raised in the Council.

Regional advisory councils

Under Article 11 of its Charter the BBC is re-
quired to appoint a regional advisory council
for Northern Ireland and for each of the
English regions. In Northern Ireland the
National Governor is Chairman of the Ad-
visory Council, whose 24 members are widely
representative of public life, interests and
culture in the province. They include the
chairmen of the three specialist advisory
committees on agriculture, appcals and re-
ligious broadcasting.

During the year the Council met four times.
Normally these quarterly meetings take place
in Broadcasting House, Belfast, but under a
new policy of holding occasional meetings in
other parts of the province, so that members
can meet local people and sound local opinion,
one of this year’s meetings was held in the city
of Londonderry. The Council reviews and
discusses programmes broadcast in the pre-
vious quarter and is given an outline of some
of the programmes and series planned for the
quarter ahead. Much time was given to dis-
cussion and preparation of the Advisory
Council’s submission to the Annan Committee
on the future of broadcasting in Northern
Ireland. Among matters which exercised the
Council in its discussions were the question
of whether or not the religion of victims
should be mentioned in reporting sectarian
crimes, and various problems of news coverage,
such as interviews with controversial figures,
in the Northern Ireland situation. The Council
took a particularly active interest in watching
and discussing developments in the new Radio
Ulster service.
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The eight English regional advisory councils
each met, as usual, on three or more occasions
during the year. They fulfilled their primary
role of reviewing the programme output of
their own regions and also exercised their con-
stitutional right to comment on any part of
the BBC’s output which could be said to affect
the interests of the population of their re-
spective regions. Where a regional television
station shares location with a network pro-
duction centre — in Bristol, Birmingham and
Manchester — the appropriate council tra-
ditionally takes a particular interest in the
programmes produced in those centres. All
the councils received in advance a paper pre-
pared for the General Advisory Counci} on the
subject of The Task of Broadcasting News. In
all, the eight councils spent well over eight
hours between them considering this important
topic, and were able to conduct their dis-
cussions in the presence of senior members of
the BBC’s television news staff. There is no
doubt in the minds of the BBC or of the
councils that this was a fruitful and effective
part of an inevitably continuing debate on a
vital part of the BBC’s output.

On a purely regional level, the councils
concentrated their attention on the new strand
of second regional opt-out programmes which
began an initial ten-week run in January 1976.
The BBC’s financial problems posed a real
threat to the continuance of these programmes
after their first run had ended, and the councils
were firmly of the opinion that they represented
such an important step forward towards their
goal of greater regional programme-making
opportunity that they must be preserved. Their
advice to the BBC on this issue was clear and
unequivocal. It was a matter of great satis-
faction to the councils and to the BBC that the
latter were, in the event, able to maintain them.
The councils also recorded their firm support
for the BBC during its period of financial
difficulty.

The councils continued to explore ways in
which their existence, role and function might
be made more widely known to the regional
audience for BBC programmes whose interests
they represent in tendering their advice to the
BBC. Several councils met away from their
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normal home base, and also tried to involve
the local community with their activities by
setting up discussions between themselves and
community leaders.

For example, the South-west Council
decided to meet in Truro and to hold an open
public meeting at the end of its formal busi-
ness, to allow for a free exchange of questions
about the Council itself and about the BBC.

Two regional chairmen retired during the
year—Professor James MacFarlane (East) and
Professor Graham Ashworth (North-west).
Both had served in their respective councils
since 1970, and their contribution to the work
of the councils during an interesting and im-
portant period of change has been much
appreciated. They were succeeded by the Rt
Rev the Bishop of Thetford and Dr Alan
Bradshaw respectively.

Local radio councils

The 20 local advisory councils have met at
intervals, usually of six or eight weeks, through-
out the year, while their chairmen have had
regular quarterly meetings in London with
senior BBC staff. During this year the chairmen
appointed a sub-committee to compile a
memorandum from BBC local councils to the
Annan Committee on the Future of Broad-
casting. The memorandum incorporated the
principal points that all councils had agreed
should be put forward, together with points
madesingly or collectively by different councils,
to which the sub-committee felt particular
attention should be drawn.

At local council meetings, topics were in
general the style and quality of output and its
relevance to the local community. This year,
however, finance and the need for economy
have come up for frequent discussion on a
number of councils and have also appeared on
the agenda of the chairmen’s meetings in
London. Another topic of common concern,
especially after the Geneva Conference, has
been the allocation and effectiveness of
frequencies and transmitters.

Members of the councils are drawn from all
sections of the local community. They are

normally appointed by the Board of Governors
to serve for periods of two or three years.
While nominations are welcome from local
organisations (e.g. municipal authorities,
trades unions and the churches) an increasing
number of new members join the councils after
stations have advertised vacancies over the air.

Educational bodies

The School Broadcasting Council for the
United Kingdom met twice during 1975-76,
its steering committee once, and its Pro-
gramme Committees three times. The Council
received information about new recording
concessions announced in July, 1975 which
allow schools to retain recordings of school
radio and television broadcasts for a period of
three years and also allow registered LEA
resource centres to copy and distribute re-
cordings of school broadcasts for use in the
LEA’s schools. It was also reported that the
emergency measures taken by BBC Pub-
lications in cutting back the output of print
resources to match the anticipated reduction in
schools’ spending power had proved successful
in economic terms and that there were en-
couraging signs that the demand for BBC
Publications was remaining buoyant in spite
of the current financial situation.

During the year the Council gave strong
support to the special case for expansion of
the output for schools in Northern Ireland
only at a time when development elsewhere in
the output was at a virtual standstill. The BBC
was able to respond positively and the Northern
Ireland Programme Committee was warm in
its gratitude. There was considerable dis-
cussion of membership of the education
advisory panels of BBC local radio stations,
for which the Council holds a watching brief.
The composition of the advisory panels will
be re-considered in the near future in relation
to current developments in local radio in
general.

All three of the council’s programme com-
mittees have been much concerned with the
implications for educational broadcasting of
the Bullock Report on English and Reading,
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A Language for Life, and also with the potential
of broadcasts with handicapped and slow-
learning children. All three committees have
also discussed the desirability of presenting a
religious education series on television, given
the many other pressures on air time. The
growth in the number of middle schools and
associated trends in the curriculum have been
particular concerns of Committee 11.

The Further Education Advisory Council and
its programme committees each met three
times during the year. In addition to con-
sidering the balance of output and individual
programme proposals for the coming year,
they were concerned with a number of major
development areas: extension of provision for
several disadvantaged groups in the community
such as adult non-readers and the physically
handicapped; the development of liaison with
external agencies to support this extended
provision; proposals for new open learning
projects, often referred to as Open College
developments; and several responses to the
Open University Committee on Continuing
Education. The Council approached the
Department of Education and Science and
other national bodies on several of these
questions.

Other specialist bodies

The Central Religious Advisory Committee’s
advice to the BBC on the future of the closed
period (the period between 6.15 and 7.25 pm
on television on Sunday evenings) 