


Editorial

There has been considerable spec-
ulation in the national press that
the BBC is about to drop or shelve
its plans for DBS, or that the sat-
ellite should, perhaps, be shared
with the IBA. Until negotiations
with Government, IBA, and ind-
ustry are concluded it is unlikely
that a decision about the future
of DBS will be made.

In the meantime, let it not be for-
gotten that other new broadcast
services are being developed all
the time. We reported the start
of the telesoftware service in our
last edition, and it is emerging
that the service has applications
beyond the direct downloading of
computer programs. For example,
a telesoftware adapter, and BBC
micro computer can ‘‘grab’’ Ceefax
pages such as meat and vegetable
prices, and these can be used in a
fixed disc-based program involving
the preparation and costing of
menus. It will soon be possible
to embed Telesoftware programs
into the teletext element of video
discs; as a learning aid this will
have considerable potential for
students of subjects like botany
or biology - observe the picture,
and then answer some questions
on the subject!

Elsewhere in this edition you will
read of the Radio Teleswitching
agreement with the Electricity
Council. This new service will
use phase modulation on the
long wave transmitter to adjust
the national energy comsumption.
The long wave data service could
be extended for ships at sea, for
advance gale-warnings to supple-
ment the present shipping fore-
casts. For skiers and climbers,
advance warning of gales and
snow-storms could perhaps prevent
the tragic loss of life so recently
witnessed in Scotland and else-
where. An allied service is that of
vhf radio-data or RDS (Radio
Data Systems) currently being
transmitted experimentally from
Wrotham on the network radio
services. Sweden is already equipp-
ed to transmit this service, and
Germany is currently equipping all
its transmitters for a full scale
field trial. Clearly the hard work
on both these projects by the BBC
Engineers concerned is just be-
ginning to be seen, although there
is a long way to go before the
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services are fully available to the
public.

Stereo tv

There is considerable pressure
from both the trade and the
public for stereo sound with
television. The results of a field
trial in South Wales of dpsk system
are reported elsewhere, and have
encouraged engineers to try out the
system in the London area from
Crystal Palace. One of the prob-
lems with any new service is that
of compatibility, and if you are
in the service area of CP and would
like to take part in the compatibil-
ity tests, you can assist by filling
in the questionnaire shortly to be
published in Ariel. Valuable data
can be obtained by your co-opera-
tion, and this is especially true for
people who watch one of the CP
dependent relays. Similarly it will
be interesting to know the effects
on the dpsk signal when it has
been re-played through a video-
recorder - no excuse now for not
watching, since you can pre-set
the recorder for periods when you
are out at work!

405—line closures

The beginning of the year saw
the closure of some more of the
old 405—line vhf television trans-
mitters. By this time next year
they will all be gone, and the
frequencies lost to broadcasting
forever. Various figures were pro-
duced as to the use made of this
service, and it was thought perhaps
that up to 70,000 people could be
deprived of a television service
altogether when the last trans-
mitter closed. To help these
viewers, captions have been injec-
ted at most of the main 405—line
stations, inviting viewers to contact
the BBC so that they could be
advised on the alternative services
available, if any. The response
from the captions has been about
600 letters so far, of which 400
were in areas which are already
served by 625—line uhf trans-
mitters. With only two more main
station areas to be covered in this
way, it would seem that there are
only a few hundred households
who will be unable to receive any
off-air signal at all. Since these
are likely to be in the most remote
parts of the United Kingdom, we
can draw the conclusion that the
other 69,000 odd either do not
watch television at all, or that
“rural de-population’” has been

going on faster than the planners
know!

About Eng Inf

Whilst on the subject of Eng Inf,
perhaps it is time to pay credit to
all the people who help to put it
together. To the engineers who
provide the stories, thank you for
your help and co-operation; to my
secretary and the other EID secre-
taries who laboriously feed the
stories into the composing type-
writer, thank you for your patience
To the EID graphic designers who
make sure the copy is straight and
the captions are not transposed,
thank you for your efforts. To
Print Unit at Wood Norton for
designing our new front cover,
and for rushing the magazine
through the steaming presses,
thank you. Finally to you, the
readers, thank you for notspotting
all of our mistakes!

Alan Lafferty

Transmitters Opened

The following transmitters have
opened, or changed since October:

uhf tv

Biggin Hill Kent
Blaenau Gwent Gwent
Bruernish (Western Isles) Highland
Buckfastleigh Devon
Burrington Avon
Castlebay (Western Isles) Highland

Castlederg County Tyrone
Copley West Yorks
Cwmgors West Glamorgan
Dawlish Devon
Easter Compton Avon

East Grinstead West Sussex

Giga Island Strathclyde
Llanuwchllyn Gwynned
Lorton Cumbria
Moneymore County Tyrone
Pierowall Orkney Isles
Tomatin Highland
Tonyrefail Mid-Glamorgan
Torteval Channel Isles
Uig Highland
vhf radio
Durris Kincardine
Sutton Coldfield Midlands
Tullich Royal Deeside
Wharfedale West Yorkshire
Local Radio
Alsagers Bank (stereo) R. Stoke
Heathfield R. Sussex





















